
SEPTEMBER 2015 • Vol. 80 • No. 1308 $1.00www.observer.goarch.org • e-mail: observer@goarch.org

uu  to page 4

Assembly Meets
The Assembly of Bishops meets in Chicago.

• P. 2

In  T H I S  I S SU E

Construction begins
Preliminary work on the new St. Nicholas 
Church is under way.

• P. 5
New President
Fr. Chris Metropulos discusses his new role.

• P. 8

Church � re
Long Island church heavily damaged.

• P. 23

To the Plenitude of the Church Grace, 
Peace and Mercy, from the Creator, Sus-
tainer and Governor of All Creation Our 
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ

“All of creation is renewed by the 
Holy Spirit, returning to its original state.” 
(Anavathmoi, First Tone)

“Blessed are you, Lord, who alone 
daily renew the work of your hands.” 
(Basil the Great)

Brother concelebrants 
and blessed children in the Lord,

As everyone knows, September 1st

of each year has been dedicated at the 
initiative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate – 
and recently also by the Roman Catholic 
Church – as a day of prayer for the protec-
tion of the natural environment. On this 
day, we especially beseech the supreme 
God to gladden His creation so that hu-
man life therein may be joyful and fruitful. 
This prayer includes of course the petition 
that the inevitable natural climate changes 
may occur and be permitted within toler-
able levels both for human survival and 
for the planet’s sustainability.

Nonetheless, we humans – whether as 
individual groups or collectively – behave 
contrary to this very request. For we sup-
press nature in such a manner that unfore-
seeable and undesirable changes occur 
to the climate and environment, which 
are negatively affected in their normal 
functions with consequent implications 
for life itself. The cumulative result of ac-
tions by particular individuals as well as by 
corporate and state activities with a view 
to reforming the natural environment so 
that it might produce more resources for 
those who take advantage of it only leads 
to the destruction of creation, which was 
created good by God and thus functions 
in a balanced way.

Those of us who appreciate the dan-
ger of climate change that is only increas-
ing by day for our planet as a result of 
human actions raise our voice to highlight 
this crisis and invite everyone to explore 
what could be done “so that life is not lost 
for the sake of greed.” (United Nations 

Patriarchal Encyclical for the Protection of the Natural Environment
Declaration)

Therefore, as Ecumenical Patriarch, 
we have expended years of efforts to 
inform the faithful of our Church and all 
people of good will about the grave risks 
deriving from growing (ab-)use of energy 
resources, which threatens increasing 
global warming and threatens the sustain-
ability of the natural environment.

Orthodox Christians have learned 
from the Church Fathers to restrict and 
reduce our needs as far as possible. In 
response to the ethos of consumerism we 
propose the ethos of asceticism, namely an 
ethos of self-sufficiency to what is needed. 
This does not mean deprivation but ratio-
nal and restrained consumption as well as 
the moral condemnation of waste. “So if 

we have food and clothing, with these we 
shall be content” (1 Tim. 6.8), as the Lord’s 
Apostle urges us. And after the multiplica-
tion of the five loaves and the satisfaction 
of five thousand people, excluding women 
and children, Christ Himself ordered His 
disciples to collect the remainder “so that 
nothing would be lost.” (John 6.12) Un-
fortunately, contemporary societies have 
abandoned the application of this com-
mandment, surrendering to wastefulness 
and irrational abuse to satisfy vain desires 
of prosperity.

However, such conduct can be trans-
formed for the sake of creating resources 
and energy by more appropriate means.

Brothers and sisters, children in our 
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NEW YORK – The Ecumenical Patri-
archate announced on July 9 that retired 
Bishop Philotheos of Meloa, a former 
secretary of the Holy Eparchial Synod 
and a long-time associate of Archbishop 
Iakovos, has been elevated to the rank 
of Metropolitan of Meloa.

Metropolitan Philotheos came to 
the United States as a deacon in 1960 
at the invitation of Archbishop Iakovos 
and was ordained a priest in 1961. He 
was assigned to the Church of the An-
nunciation in Scranton. Pa., where he 
served until 1965. He was then trans-
ferred to the Church of St. Eleftherios 
in Manhattan.

He was elected to the episcopacy on 
April 29, 1971 by the Holy and Sacred 
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
and ordained bishop on June 6, 1971 in 
the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in Manhattan. 

He served the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese for almost 55 years, and 
continues serving long after his retire-
ment in 1997.

Bishop Philotheos Elevated 
to Metropolitan of Meloa

METROPOLITAN PHILOTHEOS OF MELOA

Synaxis gathering at the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 120 hierarchs from all Orthodox Christian jurisdictions worldwide, who met Aug. 29-Sept. 2. The 
group included Archbishop Demetrios and the metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Archdiocese of America. Story on page 6.
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NEW YORK  -- The Order of St. 
Andrew Archons of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate will bestow their Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award upon Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden at their annual banquet 
Saturday, Oct. 17. In December 2011, 
Biden became the first sitting vice presi-
dent to visit Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew at the Phanar and returned 
for a second visit in November 2014.

As a strong advocate for religious 
freedom for the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate, Biden made the following remarks 
at the Clergy-Laity Congress in Phila-
delphia: “The issue that I would like to 
mention tonight, and one about which 
I am equally optimistic, is religious 
freedom and the right of the Greek 
Orthodox Church to control its destiny 
free of the influence of any government 
– of any government at all. The right 
to decide who the Patriarch is, is not 
the business of any State to determine. 
Period. Period. 

The right to reopen Halki Seminary 
is basic. And the protection of the holy 
places and the heritage sites in Turkey is 
absolutely necessary. It is basic. It is the 
essence of religious freedom.”

Archbishop Demetrios, responding 
to the news of the award, said, “Vice 
President Biden has shown again and 
again his commitment to the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate and its free and unham-
pered exercise of its spiritual mission.”

National Commander Dr. Anthony 
J. Limberakis added, “We are honored to 
bestow the Athenagoras Human Rights 
Award on this exemplary leader, whose 
love of freedom and human rights has 
borne such witness for the Mother 
Church and the rights of all oppressed 
people.”

Archons to Present 
Athenagoras Award to 
Vice President Biden
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Hierarchs of the Assembly of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the United States.

Assembly Convenes Sixth Annual Meeting in Chicago
CHICAGO.– The Assembly of Canoni-

cal Orthodox Bishops of the United States of 
America convened its sixth annual meeting 
Tuesday, September 15 with 45 hierarchs 
attending. The day began with a celebration 
of the Divine Liturgy at St John the Baptist 
Orthodox Church in Des Plaines, Ill.

Archbishop Demetrios, the Assembly 
chairman, opened the meeting. 

General business followed, including 
acceptance of the minutes from Assembly 
V, a financial report from the Assembly’s 
treasurer, Metropolitan Antony, and brief 
reports from the Secretary of the Assembly, 
Bishop Basil, and the chairman of the com-
mittees, Bishop Maxim.

Metropolitan Antony reported that a 
budget shortfall is expected and expressed 
his hope that the hierarchs would seek 
donations from the faithful to meet the 
shortfall. Bishop Maxim called attention to 
the committees that have been particularly 
active to-date: Agencies and Endorsed Or-
ganizations, Canonical Regional Planning, 
Ecumenical Relations, Financial Affairs, 
Legal Affairs, Pastoral Practice, Monastic 
Communities, and Youth.

The hierarchs then devoted several 
hours to canonical regional planning, the 
first of two such planned sessions. Each of 
the first hierarchs of the Assembly’s 12 juris-
dictions expressed his opinion of a proposal 
that had been circulated in advance by the 
Committee for Canonical Regional Plan-

ning. The proposal focuses on three main 
areas of common work over the next three 
years: diverging pastoral practices among 
the jurisdictions; development of possible 
models for a canonical reorganized Church 
administration; and greater cooperation 
and integration of jurisdictional ministries 
and departments.

The hierarchs were allotted about 15 
minutes each to express their views on 
the proposal. Metropolitan Joseph of the 
Antiochian Archdiocese was not present; 
his statement was read on his behalf. Discus-
sion on the opinions expressed will ensue 
in the opening session on Wednesday.

In the evening, the hierarchs joined 
more than 100 Chicago-area youth at Holy 
Resurrection Orthodox Cathedral for a 
service of thanksgiving and a question and 
answer forum with the bishops. Four hier-
archs–Bishop Gregory (ACROD), Bishop 
Anthony (AOCA), Bishop Maxim (Serbia), 
and Archbishop Michael (OCA)–sat on a 
panel and answered questions from the 
youth. Questions touched on a wide range 
of topics, including what parishes can do 
to keep youth in the Church, anxiety and 
suffering, the possibility of Church unity, 
and the Church’s view of homosexuality. 
The event was videotaped and will be made 
available on the Assembly’s website in the 
near future.

The second day of meetings, Sept. 
16, offered a service of supplication to the 

Mother of God. In the first session of the 
day, the hierarchs engaged in a candid and 
lengthy discussion on the Committee for 
Canonical Regional Planning’s proposal, 
discussing in greater depth the opinions 
that had been offered on Tuesday.

After deliberation, the hierarchs unani-
mously agreed that the Committee for 
Canonical Regional Planning will proceed 
in its work with the goal of conducting an 
in-depth regional study. 

The study will explore ways of address-
ing canonical structure and collaboration 
between jurisdictional ministries and de-
partments within a particular region. 

The region will be determined by the 
committee and hierarchs. The results of the 
study will be submitted to the Assembly at 
its next meeting.

In the afternoon session, the Commit-
tee for Pastoral Practice, represented by 
Bishop Sevastianos, presented a document 
detailing the points of consensus on pasto-
ral practices of marriage and divorce. The 
document was prepared based on the com-
mittee’s research of the practices of each 
jurisdiction. The hierarchs then worked in 
small groups to discuss points of consensus 
and divergence. The results of the small 
group discussions will be shared with the 
committee to further its work.

In the final session, the bishops re-
viewed and commented on a draft message 
for the faithful.

The Assembly concluded its sixth 
annual meeting on Sept. 17 and issued a 
message to the faithful, which can be read 
on the Assembly’s website: www.assem-
blyofbishops.org.

In other business, the Legal Affairs 
Committee presented a five-step plan to the 
Assembly for consideration. The hierarchs 
unanimously authorized the committee 
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E n c yc l i c a l s

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Christ,

New Ecclesiastical Year: 
Day for the Protection of Our Natural Environment 
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the 
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks 
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members 
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, 
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, 
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire 
Greek Orthodox Family in America

 
Beloved Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ,

On this Feast of the Indiction which 
marks the beginning of the New Ecclesi-
astical Year, we are led by our beloved 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in observing 
the Day for the Protection of our Natu-
ral Environment. The relationship of 
our commemoration and observance is 
significant due to the changing of the 
seasons, our agrarian heritage in rela-
tion to marking time, and the strong 
foundations of our worship and theol-
ogy in the relationship of our Creator 
to His creation. We affirm this in the 
hymns of this day as we sing, “In wisdom 
You have wrought all things and have 
established proper times and seasons 
for our lives” (Praises of Orthros), and 
“Author and head of all creation, under 
whose power lie all times and seasons, O 
compassionate Lord: crown the cycle of 
this year with Your generous blessings” 
(Exapostilarion of Orthros).

It is in the divine act of our creation 
that our relationship to the created or-
der is revealed. Through the power and 
grace of the Creator bringing all things 
into existence and in His creation of 
humankind in His image, we see our 
unique role as stewards of all that God 
has made.

As Adam and Eve were created and 
placed in the garden to “tend and keep 
it” (Genesis 2:15), we have the responsi-
bility to care for and protect His creation.  
As man and woman were directed by 
God to “be fruitful and multiply” and to 
“have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth” 
(Genesis 1:28), we have the authority 
to manage the created order prayerfully 

and respectfully to sustain life and to ad-
dress human and environmental needs.

We must also affirm in our rela-
tionship with God that through His 
wisdom and our creative potential, we 
are able to sustain and protect the natu-
ral environment while addressing the 
environmental challenges and stresses 
of technological innovation, economic 
forces, population growth, and natural 
disasters.

Created in God’s image as stewards 
of the natural order, we are witnesses of 
the goodness of creation. He saw that 
all He created was very good (Genesis 
1:31), and He established and sanctified 
time through the order and process of 
creation (Genesis 2:3).

Our awareness of this inherent 
goodness in all that God has made is 
known first in our relationship with Him.

We also marvel at the beauty, 
complexity, and function of creation, 
recognizing divine origin, purpose, and 
goodness. We proclaim the Gospel, guid-
ing all to the revelation of God’s grace 
through Christ. We offer a ministry of 
hope and transformation, as we help 
others find healing, assurance, and sal-
vation in Him. Through the prayers and 
liturgical life of the Church, we journey 
through each day, each week, the full 
cycle of the year and our lives toward the 
glorious fulfillment of time and eternal 
life in communion with God.

As we commemorate this Feast may 
we commit our time to the feasts and 
observances of the Church, to a daily life 
of prayer and communion with God, and 
to sustaining our spiritual lives through 
the disciplines of our faith. May we also 
affirm that we are created and called as 
stewards of the created order. From our 
relationship and communion with God, 
may we offer a witness of the goodness 
of His creation and the sanctity of life.
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Exalted today, the Cross sanctifies 
the ends of the earth, and the Church 

is renewed in the Resurrection.
(Hymn of Vespers)

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the 
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks 
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members 
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, 
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, 
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire 
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ,

The Feast of the Universal Exaltation 
of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross is 
a blessed day and celebration of the tre-
mendous power of the Cross of our Lord. 
Through the Cross the power and wisdom 
of God have been revealed. By the Cross 
we are reconciled to Him, and we can find 
true and enduring peace. It is the Cross 
that directs us to Christ and to the way of 
salvation and eternal life.

As the Apostle Paul recognized in 
his first Epistle to the Corinthians some 
see this as foolishness or contrary to the 
wisdom of the age (I Corinthians 1:17-
23). How can wisdom be found in great 
humility, suffering, and sacrifice? Where 
is peace and reconciliation through an 
instrument of torture and punishment? 
How can this cruel means of death show 
us the way to life?

First, our Exaltation of the Cross 
affirms that God has revealed His great 
might and wisdom  through what is low 
and despised in the world (1:28) and 
what is foolish and weak (1:27). He did 
this so that no human being might boast 
in the presence of God (1:29). He chose 
a means for our redemption that did not 
conform to worldly standards of wisdom 
and power, showing that our source of 
life, our wisdom, our righteousness and 
sanctification (1:30) are found in Jesus 
Christ alone.

Second, as we exalt the Precious and 
Life-Giving Cross, we commemorate the 
tremendous offering of our Lord. We 

The Universal Exaltation of 
the Precious and Life-Giving Cross

acknowledge that He alone was able to 
reconcile us to God by His death, ending 
our estrangement due to the power of 
evil. By making peace through the blood 
of His Cross and through our faith in Him, 
we can be presented before God as holy, 
blameless, and irreproachable.  (Colos-
sians 1:19-23)

Finally, we proclaim the power of the 
Cross on this Feast, for through it Christ 
has shown us the way to life. Through 
the Cross and His humility and obedi-
ence unto death, He has been exalted so 
that every tongue should confess that He 
is Lord (Philippians 2:11). By emptying 
himself, taking the form of a servant, and 
being born in the likeness of humankind 
(Philippians 2:7), Jesus has received a 
name above every name. Christ has shown 
that through the His Cross He is leading 
us to overcoming sin and evil and death 
and to reach eternal life.

As we celebrate the Cross and its 
transforming power for our lives and for 
all the created order, we also offer our 
support for our beloved Holy Cross School 
of Theology. In the life of our Schole, this 
feast always marks the beginning of a new 
academic year. It also is the beginning 
and continuation of the journey of our 
students who are preparing for service 
to God and His Church. During this time 
at Holy Cross they are strengthened and 
nurtured for a lifetime of ministry, and 
through the Cross they will be connected 
to the wisdom of God, will guide oth-
ers to reconciliation and peace, and will 
show the way to salvation and eternal life 
through Christ. May we offer our prayers 
and gifts of support for our seminarians 
and our beloved Holy Cross.

Through our worship and celebration 
let us call all people to come to the Cross 
of our Lord so that they might know His 
grace and compassion.

Certainly, the power of the Cross will 
change their lives forever!

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Christ,

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Rev-
erend Priests and Deacons, the Monks and 
Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the 
Parish Councils of the Greek Orthodox 
Communities, the Distinguished Archons 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day, 
Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philop-
tochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic 
Organizations, and the entire Greek Ortho-
dox Family in America

Beloved Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ,

We are confronted on a daily basis 
with the tragedy of conflict in our world, 
the struggles and suffering of refugees, 
and the violence and death associated with 
terrorism and genocide. We see and hear 
reports of the tremendous challenges faced 
by people who are being expelled from 
their homes and countries, who are seeking 
basic provisions and security, and who are 
in need of hope and comfort.

As Greek Orthodox Christians, we are 
very aware of these challenges, and we are 
called in the love of God to respond to these 

Commemoration of the Asia Minor Catastrophe
great needs. We also offer our prayers and 
support in our remembrance of the great 
tragedies that have befallen our forbearers. 
This month marks the anniversary of two 
periods of intense persecution, suffering, 
and loss of life and property by Greeks in 
Asia Minor.

This month is the sixtieth anniversary 
of the riots in Constantinople in 1955 which 
resulted in the damage, destruction, and 
looting of thousands of Greek businesses 
and homes and scores of churches, mon-
asteries and schools. People were killed 
or injured, cemeteries were desecrated, 
and crosses were vandalized. Almost every 
Greek Orthodox Church property was tar-
geted, including the Patriarchal cemetery 
and Balukli, where sepulchers and vaults 
were violated. This orchestrated act of vio-
lence and terrorism caused great injury to 
the Greek people in Constantinople and 
surrounding areas, and resulted in tens of 
thousands of Greeks leaving Turkey.

The Greek refugees from the pogrom 
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Archbishop Demetrios signs the Book of the Indiction for the New Ecclesiastical Year .
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common Lord and Creator,
Human beings have destroyed 

creation through greed by focusing 
exclusively on this earth and its earthly 
benefits, which we endeavor to in-
crease constantly, like the “rich fool” 
in the Gospel parable. (Luke 12. 13-21) 
We ignore the Holy Spirit, in whom 
we live and move and have our being.

This signifies that the response to 
the ecological crisis can only be suc-
cessfully realized in the Holy Spirit, 
through whose grace our human ef-
forts are blessed and all creation is 
renewed, returning to its original state, 
as it was created and intended by God 
– namely, “very good.” This is why the 
responsibility of humanity, as God’s 
co-creator endowed with free will, is 
immense for any proper response to 
the ecological crisis.

This earth resembles “an immense 
pile of filth.” (Pope Francis, Laudato 
Si’, 2015) And impurity implies more 
than simply material things; it primar-
ily includes spiritual things. There 
are the impurities that essentially 
stem from the passionate thoughts of 
humanity. With firm faith in the Pan-
tokrator and Creator of all creation, we 
Orthodox Christians are called to carry 
out the work of an evangelist and mis-
sionary with regard to the protection 
of creation. That is to say, we are called 
to rekindle the joyful gospel message 
to the modern troubled world and 
awaken the sleeping spiritual nature 
of a humanity diversely and multifari-
ously distressed in order to convey a 
message of hope, peace and true joy 
– the peace and joy of Christ.

This is what we believe and pro-
claim from the most holy Apostolic 
and Patriarchal Ecumenical Throne. 
And we invite everyone to soberness of 
life, purification of passionate thoughts 
and selfish motivations, so that we may 
dwell in harmony with our neighbors 
and with God’s creation. Finally, we 
pray with Basil the Great, “who extolled 
the nature of things”: “Blessed are you, 
Lord, who alone daily renew the work 
of your hands. Blessed are you, Lord, 
who created light and darkness, distin-
guishing between them from each other. 
Blessed are you, Lord, who created all 
things and constructed the shadow of 
death by blackening the day into night. 
Blessed are you, Lord, who created 
humankind in your image and likeness, 
who made the day for the work of light 
and the night for human nature to rest . 
. .” (Psalter and Prayer Book, Pantokrator 
Monastery, Mt. Athos, 2004)

This is our message, conviction 
and exhortation to you all: Let us stand 
well; let us stand in awe before God’s 
creation.

May the grace and boundless 
mercy of our Lord, the Creator of all 
creation, both visible and invisible, be 
with you all and with the whole world, 
now and to the endless ages. Amen.

September 1, 2015

+Bartholomew of Constantinople
By God’s Mercy Archbishop 

of Constantinople – New Rome 
and Ecumenical Patriarch

Fervent supplicant of all before God

of 1955 were among the millions who died 
or left Turkey during the first half of the 
twentieth century, many being forcefully ex-
pelled during the Asia Minor Catastrophe of 
1922. In September of that year the Greeks 
of Smyrna were brutally attacked, and their 
homes, businesses, and churches burned.

Thousands fled, with many perishing 
due to limited means of escape. Just as 
we are seeing today many refugees and 
victims of conflict, so then ancestral lands 
were stolen, homes and livelihoods were 
destroyed, and security, freedom, and well-
being were lost.

In remembrance of the victims of these 
great tragedies, I ask the parishes of our 
Holy Archdiocese to conduct memorial 
services on Sunday, September 20. 

Let us also remember in solemnity 

the struggles and sufferings of millions of 
Greek refugees, recognizing the impact 
these events have had on Greece, Cyprus, 
and communities around the world. I also 
ask that you offer prayers for the millions 
of refugees who are experiencing great loss 
and threats today. 

Our forbearers found strength and 
hope through their faith and in their resil-
iency in the face of death. As we have known 
suffering within our communities and our 
heritage, we can share in their suffering; 
and as we have found comfort and hope in 
Christ, we can share comfort and hope with 
those who have lost so much.

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Him,

uu  from page 3

Commemoration of the Asia Minor Catastrophe

Pa t r i a r c h a l
E n c y c l i c a l

uu from page 1

Archbishop Demetrios, on behalf of 
the Holy Eparchial Synod, has designated 
Oct. 25 as the seventh observance of Na-
tional Leadership 100 Sunday. This year’s 
celebration, on the Sunday after the Feast 
of St. Iakovos, is in honor of Leadership 
100’s founder, Archbishop Iakovos. The 
observance will feature the reading of the 
Archbishop’s encyclical at the Divine Liturgy 
and programs at coffee hour. Leadership 
100 Board of Trustees members will coor-
dinate with clergy to develop awareness of 
Leadership 100’s vital support of Archdio-
cese and Metropolis ministries.

George S. Tsandikos, Leadership 100 
chairman, has named Executive Commit-
tee member Ted Zampetis of Bloomfield 
Hills, Mich., as the observance chairman 
for the fourth consecutive year. Zampetis 
also heads the membership committee. 
“National L–100 has become a key event in 
promoting the mission of Leadership 100 
and generating support across the country, 
attracting new members,” said Tsandikos.

Leadership 100 consists of about 970 
members from a broad spectrum of Greek 
Orthodox leaders, men and women from 
many fields, including Leadership 100 
Partners. Over three decades, more than 
$42 million in grants have been disbursed 
to support the Archdiocese National Minis-
tries, Metropolis ministries, and other pro-
grams and projects advancing Orthodoxy 
and Hellenism and meeting human needs 
in the nation and around the world.

Contact: Leadership 100 at (212) 308-
2627 or e-mail george@georgeschira.com

Leadership 100 
Sunday Set

Landing Day
Mayor Nancy Shaver of St. Augustine, Fla., reads the Greek Landing Day Proclamation to mark the historic 
event that is usually celebrated on June 26, but this year was observed on Sept. 5 as part of the City of St. 
Augustine’s 450th birthday festivities. The event included its “Ancient City’s Tapestry of Cultures, the Greeks.” 
The reading took place in front of the St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine and included Bishop 
Dimitrios of Xanthos, Frs. Nicholas G. Louh of St. John the Divine Church, Jacksonville, Joseph Samaan of 
St. Demetrios, Daytona, and youth dancers from Jacksonville.

Correction
In the article “Church Golf Benefit” ap-
pearing in the July–August issue. The 
correct location of Holy Trinity Church 
is Carmel, Indiana, not Florida. More 
than $14,000 was raised from the event 
in support of St. Nicholas Church and 
National Shrine. 

EOCS Awards 3 Scholarships
The Eastern Orthodox Committee 

on Scouting awarded  three scholarships 
to worthy college bound students of the 
Orthodox faith, based on their academic 
qualifications.  This is the twenty-third   
year that scholarships have been given to 
worthy Eastern Orthodox Boy and Girl 
Scout who have earned the Eagle Scout 
award for Boys and the Gold Award for 
Girls, and the Alpha-Omega religious 
award. More than 50 scholarship applica-
tions were received.

Alexandra Maglaras, from Holy Trinity 
Church, Westfield, N.J., one of the win-
ners, is in  a six-year program for a doctor-
ate in pharmacy at St. John’s University, 
Queens, N.Y.

The other two winners are Nicholas 
Misleh, a member of St. George Antiochian 
Church in San Diego, Calif., attends San 
Diego University and Alexander Popichak, 
attending Point Park University in Pitts-
burgh and will major in journalism. His 
parish is Holy Ghost Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in Slicksville, Pa.

Future applicants may get applica-
tion forms from the Eastern Orthodox 
Committee on Scouting website: www.
EOCS.ORG

Remembering 9/11
Archbishop Demetrios leads a Trisagion service on Sept. 11 for the victims of the terrorist attacks on the 
Twin Towers of the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. Names of the Greek Orthodox victims also were 
read. Participants included (from left) Fr. John Romas, pastor of the original St. Nicholas Church destroyed 
in the towers’ collapse, Archdeacon Panteleimon Papadopoulos, Deacon Eleftherios Constantine and Fr. 
Soterios Baroody. 

Orthodox Observer photo

Graham Martin photo

Supporting St. Nicholas
As of Sept. 18, the following 

amounts reflect the pledges and 
donations for the St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National Shrine 
Building Fund. 

Pledges to date: $34,869,628.11
Received: $16,129,757.94
Outstanding: $18,739,870.17

to commence with the first three steps 
of the plan, in which the committee will 
assess, gather and analyze the relevant 
legal documents of the Assembly’s various 
jurisdictions. 

The hierarchs also approved the 2016 
budget. Before adjourning, the hierarchs 
chanted the Apolytikion of Pentecost in six 
languages.

Assembly VII is tentatively planned for 
early October 2016. 

See the Assembly’s website for docu-
ments pertaining to Assembly VI, including 
the minutes, 2016 budget and committee 
reports. 

Assembly of Bishops
uu  from page 2
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by David W. Dunlap

To donate 
to the St. Nicholas National Shrine, make checks payable to: 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e 
M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s :  G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  A m e r i c a , 

8  E a s t  7 9 t h S t . ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  1 0 0 7 5
w w w . s t n i c h o l a s w t c . o r g

What is most amazing about the 
World Trade Center, 14 years after the 
terrorist attack, is that it is steadily grow-
ing less amazing.

With the removal last year of fences 
around the National September 11 
Memorial, the opening this summer of 
Greenwich Street to foot traffic and the 
arrival of office tenants at Tower 1 and 
Tower 4, the site feels as if it is being 
knitted back into the fabric of Lower Man-
hattan. To mix metaphors, it is coursing 
again with lifeblood.

A landscape that could scarcely have 
been imagined a decade ago is now a 
day-to-day reality for thousands of work-
ers who pour into the site each morning.

For those who know the trade cen-
ter’s history, however, there is something 
amazing to report: Construction has 
begun in earnest on the St. Nicholas Na-
tional Shrine, a Greek Orthodox church 
and nondenominational bereavement 
center, designed by Santiago Calatrava, 
which will overlook the memorial.

On Aug. 28, the first concrete was 
poured. This week, the formwork is in 
place for the base of the drum-shaped 
sanctuary. Construction is expected to 
take two years.

A rendering of the $35 million 
domed structure, which will glow at 
night through a veneer of white Pentelic 
marble, from the same vein in Greece that 
was quarried to construct the Parthenon. 
Credit Santiago Calatrava L.L.C. 

The $35 million domed structure to 
the south of the memorial will glow at 
night through a veneer of white Pentelic 
marble, from the same vein in Greece that 
was quarried to construct the Parthenon.

Church, Rising at Trade Center Site, Will Glow Where Darkness Fell
Editor’s note: The following story by David 
W. Dunlap appeared in the Sept. 9 issue of 
the New York Times and is reprinted here 
in its entirety with permission.

What seemed like a simple idea in 
2001 –  to replace the St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church that stood at 155 Cedar 
Street until it was crushed by the collapse 
of 2 World Trade Center  –  became one 
of the most complex projects in the re-
development.

Then again, St. Nicholas has a mis-
sion different from any other building 
on the site.

“The purpose is to project something 
that will open a window to eternity,” 
Archbishop Demetrios, the primate of 
the Greek Orthodox Church in America, 
said on Tuesday.

For years, little progress was made 
as the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America and the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey squabbled over how 
the church would be compensated for 
giving up the Cedar Street parce –  and 
the air rights along with it – which the au-
thority needed to build an underground 
vehicle security center.

Conflicts over the future of St. 

Nicholas also played out within the Greek 
Orthodox community. The archbishop 
said in 2001 that he envisioned the new 
building as a memorial shrine, not just 
the parochial church it had been. Mem-
bers of the small but still active parish felt 
they were entitled to more control over 
the project.

Not until 2011 was the path cleared 
for the plan that is now being realized, 
under which the church was to be 
situated at the east end of Liberty Park, 
a landscaped public space that the Port 
Authority is constructing on the roof of 
the vehicle security center.

Proposals were invited from 13 
architects. Archbishop Demetrios said 
they were instructed to design a build-
ing that would be unmistakably ecclesi-
astical yet contemporary in design and 
harmonious with the rest of the new 
trade center.

Mr. Calatrava was the unanimous 
choice of the selection committee, the 
archbishop said, despite the fact that his 
World Trade Center Transportation Hub 
was running over budget and behind 
schedule.

Though the cost of St. Nicholas was 
estimated at $20 million in 2013, Arch-
bishop Demetrios said, “We know in prin-
ciple there is no way, even in building a 
cottage, that you stay within budget.” And 
this is to be a national shrine of Eastern 
Christianity. 

“We have to have a masterpiece of 
architecture,” the archbishop said. “It has 
to be the best.”

Mr. Calatrava has “done a lot to assist 
in keeping the budget down,” said Jerry 
Dimitriou, the executive director of ad-
ministration for the archdiocese.

What attracted the committee, Arch-
bishop Demetrios said, was that Mr. 
Calatrava had been strongly influenced 
by Hagia Sophia, the magnificent sixth-
century Byzantine basilica in Istanbul that 
was converted into a mosque and then, 
in 1935, into a museum.

Fulfilling the requirement of moder-
nity, the principal facade of St. Nicholas, 
a drum supporting its 48½-foot-diameter 
dome, will glow softly from within after 
dark.

The concrete load-bearing walls will 
be sheathed in a curtain wall of glass 
panels sandwiching slices of marble so 
thin – two or three millimeters – that they 
will be translucent, illuminated by LEDs 
in the cavity between the concrete and 
curtain walls.

Because the glass surface will be non-
reflective, it will appear in the daytime 
that the church is sheathed in solid stone, 
Mr. Dimitriou said, as he led a reporter 
and a photographer through the concrete 
outline of St. Nicholas.

“If you can conceptualize it,” he said, 
“we’re standing at the center of the dome 
and, looking up, you’ll see the icon of 
Christ when we’re finished.”

As he spoke, there was an expanse 
of cloud-free blue sky overhead. A cloud-
free blue sky on a September morning. 
A Tuesday morning, to be precise. At a 
quarter of 9.

Construction under way
Workers at the site of St. Nicholas Church and National Shrine (above and bottom left) recently began preparation of the location and initial construction.

(From left) Dave Puza, Archdiocese owners representative; Jerry Dimitriou, executive director; An-
drew Veniopoulos, St. Nicholas project assistant; and an unidenti� ed Skanska construction worker.

Port Authority of NY-NJ photos
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Ecumenical Patriarchate
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Chris Rizos

Synaxis of Hierarchs Held
ISTANBUL – One hundred twenty 

hierarchs from all Orthodox Christian 
jurisdictions, including Archbishop 
Demetrios and metropolitans of the Holy 
Eparchial Synod in the U.S., gathered at 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate for a Synaxis 
of Bishops from Aug. 29 to Sept. 2

The meetings, which took place at the 
Church of the Holy Trinity-Stavrodromos 
was the prelude to the Holy and Great 
Pan Orthodox Council scheduled for next 
Pentecost.

Hierarchs at the synaxis discussed 
several topics that to be considered 
for presentation at the Great Council, 
including inter-Christian and inter-faith 
dialogues in progress, bioethics, the 
preservation of the natural environment.

The synaxis served the purpose of 
providing a venue for the hierarchs to 
present views and opinions on the vari-
ous issues discussed and did not have an 
administrative role.

Archbishop Demetrios made a pre-
sentation highlighting the structure, work 
and operation of the Assembly of Canoni-
cal Orthodox Bishops in the United States.

In his keynote address, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew stressed the im-
portance of face to face communication 
in an age of digital communication over 
the Internet. 

He apprised the gathering of recent 
activities of the See of Constantinople, 
including visitations and celebrations of 
divine worship and the Holy Eucharist in 
Cappadocia, Pontos, Eastern Thrace and 
Asia Minor.

His All Holiness noted the Ecumeni-

cal Patriarchate’s roles in “maintaining 
the unity of the Orthodox Church…to 
transmit its spirit and mind to people of 
every period.”

The protection of the natural envi-
ronment has been a major initiative of the 
Patriarchate since 1989 when Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew’s predecessor, 
Dimitrios, highlighted the “the crisis of the 
ecological challenge and the need for the 
Church to contribute with its spiritual and 
theological resources to the formation 
of a conscience and conduct inspired by 
respect toward God’s creation…”

The Ecumenical Patriarch also de-
scribed the Patriarchate’s leading role in 
the reconciliation among Christians and 
other relations and its pioneering efforts 
in the modern Ecumenical Movement 
beginning in 1902 through the encyclicals 
of Joachim III.

Other topics and issues Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew presented 
included the importance of dialogues 
with the Roman Catholic Church and 
other Christians, interreligious dialogues 
with Jews and Muslims, protecting the 
canonical order and unity of the entire 
Orthodox Church and dealing with prob-
lems confronting the faithful throughout 
the world. “The Church is not of this 
world, but it lives in the world,” said His 
All Holiness. “The problems of the mod-
ern world are also the problems of the 
Church because they are the problems 
of its faithful.” 

The entire text of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch’s keynote can be accessed online 
at: www.patriarchate.org

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew addresses the Orthodox hierarchs attending the Synaxis.
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The Voice of Philoptochos

Looking back on that fateful day, 
the National Philoptochos is working 
to inspire compassion and motivation 
throughout our parishes and chapters 
to raise funds for the St. Nicholas 
Church and National Shrine at the 
World Trade Center.

As chapters mark the beginning 
of the new Ecclesiastical Year, Na-
tional Philoptochos urges all chapter 
presidents to lead a day of tribute to 
those who lost their lives in the 9/11 
tragedy, and to remind parishioners 
of the destruction that took place in 
the attacks, including the destruction 
of the St. Nicholas Church. 

Events can take place anytime 
through the Feast Day of St. Nicholas, 
Dec. 6, in honor of St. Nicholas, the 

President’s Ecclesiastical New Year Message
Dear National and Metropolis Board 

Members, Chapter Presidents, Stewards 
and Friends of the Greek Orthodox Ladies 
Philoptochos Society,  On behalf of the 
Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos So-
ciety, I extend heartfelt greetings to you as 
we commemorate the Feast of the Indiction, 
the first day of the Ecclesiastical New Year.

September marks a time of new begin-
nings, an opportunity to revisit our commit-
ment to our mission and to look ahead with 
refreshed vigor and enthusiasm.

As stewards of Philoptochos, we are 
sustained by a calendar of recurring efforts 
and ongoing projects.  And, when galva-
nized by unpredictable and unanticipated 
events, we respond, steadfast and strong in 
our resolve to offer comfort and solace to 
all those in need.   Going forward we will 
continue our ministry and welcome new 
members, strengthened by our conviction 
in philanthropy, fellowship, and faith in 
action.

In coming months, we look forward 
to so many events and some extraordinary 
milestones:

September 11 will be a day of remem-
brance of the events of 2001 when the 
Twin Towers at the World Trade Center 
collapsed, taking with them all buildings 
in the complex, including the beloved St. 
Nicholas Church. The women of Philop-
tochos proudly support the building of 
the church and national shrine, a place of 
healing and a beacon of our faith, and will 
continue our quest to support the building 
of this inspirational site, with love, devotion 
and unwavering resolve.

With Archbishop Demetrios and Met-
ropolitan Methodios of Boston attending, 
the National Philoptochos 15th Children’s 
Medical Fund Luncheon will take place 
on Oct. 31, at the Renaissance Boston Wa-
terfront Hotel. Since its inception in 1989, 
the Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon has 
distributed approximately $3 million dollars 
for programs serving the needs of ill and 
fragile children.  We are rightly proud of 
this tradition and invite all to support this 
most worthy cause.

On Sunday, Nov.1, in commemora-
tion of the Feast Day of the Patron Saints 
of Philoptochos, Saints Cosmas and Da-
mianos, Archbishop Demetrios will preside 
at the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at the 
Annunciation Cathedral of New England, 
followed by a reception hosted by Philop-
tochos.

We are once again honored to col-
laborate with Loukoumi books author 

Nick Katsoris in USA Weekend magazine’s 
“National Make a Difference Day,” the larg-
est day of volunteering in the United States. 
Philoptochos chapters will host cross-
generational community service events 
with their parishes, designed to encourage 
young children to adopt our commitment 
to a lifetime of good deeds for others. Those 
acts of kindness will be offered in honor of 
Archbishop Demetrios’ name day.

During the Veteran’s Day season, we 
remember the brave ones who are currently 
fighting or who so bravely fought to serve 
our country and will honor our heroes with 
tributes and remembrances in our parishes 
in November. As young Americans continue 
to offer their love of country in far off places, 
we urge you to demonstrate your apprecia-
tion in some tangible and heartfelt way.

As we give thanks on Thanksgiving 
for the abundance of blessings bestowed 
on us by our Lord, we will redouble our 
efforts with hands-on philanthropic work, 
particularly our “Feeding the Hungry Initia-
tive.” As we move toward our goal of serving 
250,000 meals to the hungry and homeless 
by next summer, some chapters from across 
the Archdiocese have continued longstand-
ing outreach programs, while others have 
implemented new initiatives, all making a 
positive impact on communities across the 
country, as well as inspiring young people 
to join in our work.

Through your love and generosity the 
Philoptochos Society has already distributed 
over half a million dollars for Aid to Greece 
and Cyprus. Our philanthropic efforts to 
assist the thousands of suffering Greeks 
and Cypriots affected by this horrifying and 
ongoing crisis will begin again in earnest, 
and we encourage you to help in whatever 
way you can. Your acts of kindness will not 
be wasted and will never be forgotten.

And next summer, we will cap off the 
year with the National Philoptochos Bien-
nial Convention, convening in Nashville, 
Tenn., July 3-8, in conjunction with the 43rd 

Clergy-Laity Congress.
There, we will launch a new initiative 

– the Philoptochos Leadership Institute – to 
provide members with educational op-
portunities to learn, lead, serve and share.

We will also joyfully, proudly, and en-
thusiastically celebrate the 85th anniversary 
of the founding of our beloved Philop-
tochos by commemorating our past and 
preparing for our future.

With love in Christ,
Maria Logus

YOCAMA participants deliver food to members of the Navajo tribe.

Albuquerque Chapter, Young 
Orthodox Missionaries Aid Navajos

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - St. George 
Philoptochos chapter on July 9 welcomed 
missionaries from YOCAMA (Young Or-
thodox Christian American Mission Adven-
tures), which serves people living in poverty 
across America, in a partnership to aid local 
Navajo Indians.

Through YOCAMA, Orthodox youth 
share their love of Christ through good 
works and learn more about their faith. 
YOCAMA has been serving reservations 
in New Mexico since 2008. They perform 
construction (this year included roof repairs 
to their school), offer medical assessments 
(including vision, hearing, and develop-
mental testing), and social services support.

In 2015, the YOCAMA participants 
came from the Metropolises of Pittsburgh, 
Boston and Chicago. St. George Philopto-
chos has been welcoming fellow Orthodox 
Christians from across the United States the 
past five years.

This year, they welcomed more than 70 
missionaries to the St. George community 
center. 

A short service was held, asking for 
blessings for the missionaries, then a 
delicious Lenten spaghetti dinner was 
provided.

St. George Philoptochos provided a 
week’s worth of meals for 50 families on 
the Navajo reservation. Each shopping bag 
contained: 5.5 pounds of flour, 2.4 pounds 
of rice, 4 pounds of masa, 6 pounds of 
pinto beans, 3 pounds of sugar, 5 pounds 
of non-fat dry milk, 1 pound of elbow 
macaroni, 1 quart of rice cereal, 1 quart of 
Cheerios, and eight potatoes. During the 
week of YOCAMA’s mission trip, Fr. Conan 
Gill and Philoptochos members received a 
guided tour from Darlene Arviso, a Navajo. 
Philoptochos members, together with the 
YOCAMA mission team, delivered the bags 
of groceries to the families.

Every year, St. George Philoptochos 
looks forward to the arrival of YOCAMA. 
Working together, the Philoptochos mem-
bers and young Orthodox Americans are 
able to assist those in desperate need within 
their community.

Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon Oct. 31
The National Philoptochos Fifteenth 

Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon will take 
place at the Renaissance Boston waterfront 
hotel on Oct. 31. This bi-annual event, 
which has raised and distributed nearly $3 
million dollars since its inception in 1989. 
Archbishop Demetrios and Metropolitan 
Methodios will attend.  The Metropolis of 
Boston Philoptochos will host the event.

Tickets for the luncheon, a highlight 
of the National Philoptochos calendar, are 
$125 and can be purchased by contacting 
cmf2015@philoptochos.org. The grants 
committee has been reviewing applications, 
and recipients will be announced at the lun-
cheon. Grants will be awarded to children’s 
hospitals and medical centers as well as 
universities and special programs that serve 
the needs of ill and fragile children within 
the Metropolis of Boston. 

The remaining proceeds from the 
event will be awarded to programs in other 
parts of the United States and throughout 
the world during the next two years, as well 
as to children who need medical care and to 
their families for assistance with paying for 
their care. Rosemary Nikas, Metropolis of 
Pittsburgh Philoptochos president and the 
2013 Children Medical’s Fund Luncheon 
chairman, will be honored at this year’s 
event. In commemoration of the Feast 

Day of the patron saints of Philoptochos, 
Sts. Cosmas and Damianos, Archbishop 
Demetrios will preside at the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Nov. 1, with 
Metropolitan Methodios, Bishop Sevastia-
nos of Zela and Rev. Dr. Demetrios Tonias, 
Annunciation Cathedral dean. The Annun-
ciation Philoptochos will host a reception 
following the Divine Liturgy. The success 
of the Children’s Medical Fund depends 
on support from members, chapters and 
friends of Philoptochos throughout the 
United States. Through the generosity of its 
stewards, National Philoptochos hopes to 
generate significant contributions to benefit 
children within the Metropolis of Boston, 
across the United States, and throughout 
the world. Sponsorships and donations 
to the Fund can be mailed to the National 
Philoptochos Office or submitted online at 
http://bit.ly/1MpMsF3.

The planning committee, under the 
direction of general chair, President Maria 
Logus, luncheon chair, Metropolis of Bos-
ton Philoptochos President Frances Levas, 
and Co-Chairs Christine Karavites, Elaine 
Kevgas and Georgia Lagadinos, cordially 
invite all friends of Philoptochos to gather 
in the historic city of Boston on Oct. 31 to 
rejoice and embrace the children.

Chapters Remember the Fallen of 9/11
Wonderworker.

On that day of infamy, every 
American understood that life would 
never be the same, either in our coun-
try or around the world. 

Bringing about an understanding 
that it is time to do something, some-
thing personal, to promote healing, is 
the message.

Our focus is on the rebuilding 
of the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and the creation of the na-
tional shrine. What greater tribute and 
remembrance to the victims at ground 
zero could there be than the resurrec-
tion of a church, a re-establishment 
of a house of worship, the birth of a 
place of healing for the world to know 
on this hallowed ground?

YOCAMA photo
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HCHC

by Jim Golding

Fr. Chris Metropulos with the Dowd Hall administration building and the Archbishop Iakovos Library in the 
background.                                                                                                                                             

BROOKLINE, Mass. – His official 
installation as new president of Hellenic 
College Holy Cross School of Theology 
takes place on Thursday, Oct. 29, but Fr. 
Christopher Metropulos assumed the 
great mantle of Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou as 
the school’s leader in July and has wasted 
no time in transitioning to his new role.

Coming from St. Demetrios-Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., where he served the 
past 26 years, Fr. Metropulos has spent 
the summer familiarizing himself with 
the school’s operation. He arrived June 1 
and was mentored by Fr. Triantafilou in 
all aspects of the institution.

He describes his transition to HCHC 
as “fantastic.” Fr. Metropulos said it is 
“inspiring to see the work of the people 
on this campus and to follow a great man 
who gave his life to the school.”

His preparation has included poring 
over a stack of transition books prepared 
by the school’s senior officials and manag-
ers on its operations and functions.

“I am pleased and honored to be 
here,” he continued. “My dealings with 
the staff and our relationship have been 
fantastic. I see myself as a coworker.” He 
added. “It’s all about the student, and what 
we do that affects the students.”

In Fort Lauderdale, he found a com-
munity of 65 families in 1989 that eventu-
ally grew to 450 families.

Many thousands of Orthodox Chris-
tians in the U.S. probably recognize Fr. 
Metropulos as executive director and 
host of the Orthodox Christian Network 
whose radio programs have aired weekly 
since 1995.

While he is looking for a new execu-
tive director to run the organization, he 
said the operation of OCN “could be relo-
cated up here where we can train students 
in media ministry.”

While at OCN, he has visited “at least 
500 parishes” in promoting its ministry.

Familiar territory
Fr. Metropulos is no stranger to 

HCHC. While still a seminarian from 1977 
to 1980, he served as director of admis-
sions. As director of admissions from 
1977 to 1980, he reintroduced the tour 
program, traveling around the country to 
promote the school. After ordination to 
the priesthood in 1980, he served as an 
assistant priest at St. Demetrios-Astoria, 
N.Y., two years, then became full-time 

A New School Year and a New President
priest at Archangel Michael Church when 
it was located in Roslyn, N.Y, before its 
move to Port Washington.

Archbishop Iakovos sent him to Holy 
Cross for a second stint as dean of admis-
sions and records from 1984-89.

In that role, he visited more than 300 
parishes, speaking about the school on 
trips every weekend.

He has also served the Church in 
other capacities including as Archdiocese 
Non-Governmental Organization repre-
sentative to the UN, Archdiocesan Council 
member, regional director of Leadership 
100 and Archdiocesan Presbyters Council 
president for two terms during the transi-
tion period from Archbishop Iakovos to 
Archbishop Spyridon.

HCHC vision
“This is the last castle; where future 

leaders of the Church - clergy and laity 
– are being prepared. This is the army 
that will push back the ‘tsunami’ that’s 
out there.

“It’s where students can receive the 
best education from the best faculty on a 
world class campus. People realize this is 
the place from where the future leaders 
of the Church will come.”

Discussing short term and longer-
term goals for the school, he said he is 
“looking into many options at the under-
graduate and graduate levels, and new 
programs that will compliment the mis-
sion of our school.”

He continued, “We want to use the 
latest technology, online learning, and 
continuing education for clergy and in 
educating the laity. Fr. Metropulos hopes 
to develop a program to “enhance the art 
of preaching” by bringing in professionals 
to help students “learn to preach better.” 
He said the goal of the school is to be a 
worshiping community, with students, 
faculty and staff worshipping together. 
“That’s very important.

“We need to look at everything going 
on in the world, the technological advanc-
es, and see how to enhance what we have,” 
through a new delivery. “The methodol-
ogy of the message has to change,” he said.

The incoming class is larger than in 
many years, but the goal is to increase 
admissions and enrollment. He cited the 
statistic that, of the high school students 
nationally taking the SAT last year, 12,000 
identified themselves as Eastern Ortho-
dox. “Couldn’t we be bringing 1 percent 
of that to the school?” he said.

Orthodox Observer photo
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HCHC

New students to the school with Archbishop Demetrios and Fr. Metropulos following the Vespers of the Holy Cross service.
Orthodox Observer photos

Seminarians who received their rassa at the rassoforia ceremony.His Eminence and several priests, some from other states, at the Holy Cross Feast Day Divine Liturgy.

BROOKLINE, Mass. – HCHC’s aca-
demic year officially began with Holy Cross 
Feast Day events Sept. 13-14. It marked the 
first official service for Fr. Chris Metropu-
los as the school’s new president and the 
welcoming of 187 students to the school, 
20 more than the previous academic year.

Archbishop Demetrios presided at 
the evening vespers on Sept. 13 and the 
Sept. 14 Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. In his 
homilies, His Eminence discussed the 
historical background of the finding of the 
Holy Cross, relating the involvement of the 
mother of Emperor Constantine, St. Helen, 
who went to the Holy Land and commis-
sioned the search for the sacred relic.

The Archbishop noted that the formal 
title of the Feast Day event is “the Universal 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross,” and that the 
use of the words “exaltation” or “elevation” 
is only partly descriptive. “It is the feast of 
the highest possible celebration”

He said this universality also reflects 
on the universality of Hellenic College and 
that, in this age of globalization, “the real 
globalization is the gospel,” which HCHC 
has the mission of promoting.

His Eminence also noted the exem-
plary service of Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou 
who served as president for 15 years until 
having to retire for health reasons and that 
Fr. Metropulos, as the new president, brings 
a new spirit to the school.

Following the Vespers, the ceremonies 
of the Stavrophoria and Rassoforia took 
place, where the Archbishop presented the 

School Begins with Holy Cross Feast Day; 187 Students Welcomed  

cross of the school to the new seminarians 
and the rasso to the seniors .

The following students received the 
cross of the school: Alexandros Avgeris, 
Demetrios Balidis, Peter Dogias, James Kou-
marelas, Konstantine Loucas, Elio Nicholas, 
Theofanis Rauch, David Rayahim

Ceremony of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross following the Divine Liturgy.

Holy Cross students: Philip Halikias, An-
drew Kalina, Efstratios Magoulias, George 
Mastakas, Christos Pappademos, Jeremy 
Troy and John Strzelecki
Rassoforia students: Lucas Christensen, 
Borsilay Dinkoy, Thomas Felactu, Aaron 
Gilbert, Vasilios Kalas, Christopher Kolent-

sas, Ioannis Michaelidis, Scott O’Rourke, 
Alexander Orphanos, Andrew Otto, Fotis 
Papiris, Demetrios Panteloukas, Christo-
pher Retelas, Christopher Robey, Michael 
Sergakis, John Strzelecki, Zachary Thorn-
bury, Constantine Tiggas, and Constantine 
Trumpower.
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by Fr. Nick Jonas

Obituaries

PALOS HILLS, Ill. – Fr.  Byron Stylianos 
Papanikolaou, fell asleep in The Lord on 
Aug. 11 at age 81.

Beloved husband of Presbytera Cynthia 
Papanikolaou (nee Kassos); father of Sul-
tana (late George Thomas) Tsokolas, Evans 
Papanikolaou, and Aristotle (Constantia) 
Papanikolaou; grandfather of Byron, Athan, 
Eleni, Byron, Alexander, and the late baby 
Athanasios; brother of Nick (Niki) Papaniko-
laou, and the late Athanasios, late Anastasia, 
and late Genovefa. Fr. Byron was also the 
beloved uncle, godfather, cousin, friend, 
spiritual father, teacher, and Church leader 
to a countless many and he will be forever 
missed by all.

From Daseleon, Greece, arriving in the 
United States in 1952. Fr. Byron studied at 
the Holy Cross School of Theology, gradu-
ating as valedictorian and was ordained on 
Oct. 2, 1960. He was appointed to the par-
ish of Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in 
Chicago and Palos Hills where he faithfully 
served for 55 years.

For me personally I am very blessed. I 
worked with Fr. Byron since Aug. 21, 1986 
... except for the three years I was in New 
Orleans (1992-95), first as his assistant and 
then upon my return, as his associate. Even 
though I became pastor when Father retired 
in June 2006, we continued to work side 
by side in caring for this beloved parish of 
Sts. Constantine and Helen.  Eternal be his 
memory!!!

The Chicago Sun Times noted that 
Fr. Byron Papanikolaou was one of the 
longest-serving Greek Orthodox priests in 
the country, at one of the Archdiocese’s 
biggest U.S. churches.

For 55 years, he guided Sts. Constan-
tine and Helen Church in Palos Hills. When 
the street outside was renamed Father 
Byron Way in 2007, the website www.
greeknewsonline.com  estimated that dur-
ing his tenure, he presided over 903 wed-
dings, 3,748 baptisms and 1,947 funerals. 
The biggest estimate was for hospital visits: 
65,000. In the days before the HIPAA pri-
vacy law, he would go around to different 
hospitals and look over the patient lists. 
When he spotted a Papadopoulos, Stamos 
or Demetriou, he would climb the stairs to 
their rooms.

“He used to go early in the morning 
to the hospitals to visit with the patients 
before the [day shift] nurses were there, 6 
in the morning,” said Metropolitan Iako-
vos, presiding hierarch for the Metropolis 
of Chicago, which covers Illinois, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Wisconsin and parts 
of Indiana. “That was near and dear to his 
heart,” said his son, Aristotle Papanikolaou. 
“He didn’t wait for the family to call.” Then, 
“he would often follow up for months, just 
to make sure people were OK.”

Born in the Macedonian mountains, he 
was given the name Byron in honor of the 
Romantic poet. Lord Byron, who became 
a Greek national hero in the 1820s for 
funding and training troops in the fight for 
independence from the Ottoman Empire.

His paternal grandfather was a Greek 
Orthodox priest, and when he was a little 
boy, Byron Papanikolaou played with a 
censer, the vessel for burning incense. In 
his hometown, people raised goats and 
sheep, cultivated olives and used donkeys 
for transport. By village standards, his father 
was prosperous. He had a general store.

But with World War II and Greece’s 
occupation by German and Italian forces, 
“They lost everything,” Aristotle Papaniko-
laou said. In 1952, young Byron and his 
parents immigrated to America, settling in 
Milwaukee. They lived in a hot attic apart-

Fr. Byron Papanikolaou

ment while he finished high school and 
worked.

In church circles, he met a young 
woman, Xanthippe, or Cynthia, from the 
village of Pentalofos, near his hometown. 
They married on Sept. 11, 1960. A few 
weeks later, he was ordained.

They moved to Chicago for his assign-
ment at “the first Greek Orthodox church 
built by Greeks in Chicago,” according to 
the official history of Sts. Constantine and 
Helen. The church was located at various 
spots on the South Side, the last at 74th and 
Stony Island Avenue, now Mosque Maryam, 
headquarters of the Nation of Islam. As pa-
rishioners moved west, the church followed 
them to the suburbs in the 1970s.

In 1964, he was named head of the 
church. He was proud of its school, where 
he handed out Ion Greek chocolate to the 
children. “They would run to his office to 
kiss his hand,” Metropolitan Iakovos said.
He coached the kids on learning a Greek 
word that summarized his outlook on life: 
“ipomoni.” It means patience and perse-
verance.

Fr. Papanikolaou acted as a one-man 
employment agency, food pantry, bank, 
mechanic and counseling service, according 
to friends and relatives. If church members 
lost jobs or were down on their luck, he’d 
call other parishioners to find them work, 
apartments, food, free auto repair and help 
with tuition bills. Through struggles with 
stomach cancer and Parkinson’s disease, he 
still came to church every day, sang from the 
altar and worked in the office.

Funeral services took place Aug. 14 
with Archbishop Demetrios presiding and 
the participation of Metropolitans Iakovos 
of Chicago, Isaiah of Denver, Methodios of 
Boston, Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, Fr. 
Jonas and 50 other clergy.

Emmanuel Hatziemmanuel
Prior to going to press, the Orthodox 

Observer learned of the death of Emman-
uel Hatziemmanuel, who served as the 
Archdiocese director of education from 
1969-89, and edited the Observer when it 
was in a journal format in the 1950s and 
then in the late 1960s.

A complete obituary will appear in the 
October issue. Mr. Hatziemmanuel died 
Sept. 16 at his home, in Royal Palm Beach 
Fla. Funeral services took place Sept. 23 at 
Church of Our Savior in Rye, N.Y.
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More clergy passings
As the Observer was going to press, 

notice was also received of the deaths of 
Fr. John Tavlarides, long-time priest of 
St. Sophia Cathedral in Washington and 
Fr. George Karahalios, former Boston 
Metropolis chancellor and professor at 
HCHC who served for many yhears at 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in 
Andover, Mass.

Complete obituaries will appear in the 
October issue.
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In 2010, Nick Sialmas of Newburgh, 
N.Y., a former IBM software sales rep-
resentative and a managing partner of a 
business consulting firm that designed 
web pages, led the Archdiocese effort to 
launch its Orthodox Software Initiative 
intended to computerize and streamline 
information gathering and management, 
financial reporting and record keeping at all 
levels of the Church. He had put together 
a national team of experts in computer 
science and engineering, project manage-
ment, communications, systems analysis, 
technology and finance, along with priests 
and administrators to bring about a unified, 
consistent approach through a broad range 
of objectives.

Following Sialmas’ untimely death in 
September 2013, his volunteer assistant, 
Effie Marie Smith of Long Island, a former 
computer engineering manager for Canon 
USA, Amarada–Hess and other major com-
panies, assumed the herculean task of help-
ing the parishes, metropolis and Archdio-
cese headquarters to adopt the system and 
conducting training seminars to for users of 
the system. After earning an undergraduate 
degree in computer science, she received a 
masters in engineering and management.

Her title is senior manager of the 
Orthodox Software Initiative, which is a 
subcommittee of the National Finance Com-
mittee of the Archdiocese.

Of the initiative, Ms. Smith said, “This 
program has the potential of being a game-
changer for the entire country.

 This can change the way every parish 
works and will tie everything together.”

Technical details
The system is thus far in place in 175 

parishes and every metropolis.
The parish data system, the first of the 

three tiers of the software initiative, is based 
on a program used by the Roman Catholic 
Church, but Smith, in a strategic initiative 
with Parish Data System, which provided all 
Orthodox feature programming, adapted it 
to Orthodox requirements, including data 
on parish elections, memorials, letters of 
good standing. PDS continues its very close 
working relationship and partnership with 
the Archdiocese.

The second tier of the initiative is the 
Metropolis level to aid in management 
and to gather data from the parishes. This 
includes information about clergy, registry, 
sacraments, Philoptochos, Archons and 
other groups, financial data and other com-
ponents. The third level – the Archdiocese 
headquarters – will join the components 
of the metropolises, parishes, the National 
Ministries, and will enable a three-way com-
munication and information flow. Through 
a Leadership 100 grant, the Archdiocese is 
underwriting the program’s cost and first 
year’s software support and upgrades, 
which keeps Ms. Smith constantly on the 
go to visit parishes and metropolises to con-
duct one-day training sessions, installing the 
software programs and troubleshooting.

Each level will support and enhance 
consistent financial reporting. “This will 
have great impact in the daily life of the 
Church,” Ms. Smith concluded.

For more information e-mail Ms Smith 
at: emsmith@goarch.org

Orthodox Software Initiative 
Streamlines Parish O�  ce Operations

Orthodox Observer photos

Computer screen photos illustrate several of the program � les in the Orthodox Software Initiative for 
use at the parish level to streamline record-keeping and improve church management procedures.

E�  e Marie Smith, senior manager of the Orthodox Software Initiative.
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July 26 marked the 25th anniversary of 
the signing of the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act by Present George Herbert Bush. 
The ADA was a national mandate to break 
down discrimination barriers preventing 
the disabled from being employed when 
qualified, from accessing buildings and 
programs in their communities, from 
receiving information in formats they can 
understand, from using public transporta-
tion and, most importantly, from engaging 
fully in community life.

While churches are technically ex-
empted from ADA provisions, many 
churches have nevertheless attended to 
becoming barrier free not only because it 
is the law, but also because it is the right 
thing to do when committed to inclusion 
of all the faithful.

We are far from fully integrating 
people with disabilities into our commu-
nities, but we have come a long way from 
treating them as if they were invisible, 
or people and families to be pitied, or 
shunned through old ideas about stigma.

Today, more and more community 
programs, including churches, can cel-
ebrate progress in helping people with 
disabilities live their lives as independently 
as possible and, especially for us, as valued 
and contributing members of their faith 
communities.

Much more can, and should, be done. 
Physical access has made the greatest 
gains. New churches are built with wide 
curb cuts, ramps, adequate and accessible 
parking spaces, and wider entrances.

Churches have renovated their sanc-
tuaries to include spaces for wheelchairs 
and walkers, not just in the back, but in 
various pew locations so people have 
choices to sit it up front with their family 
members and friends at baptisms, wed-
dings, or funerals. Restrooms have been 
modified or unisex ones created, helping 
not only those with disabilities but also 
parents with children and others needing 
assistance.

Churches also are adding elevators or 
chair lifts, especially as their members age 
and have more difficulties climbing stairs. 
Simply adding drinking straws to buffet 
tables if there are parishioners with limited 
hand movements can send an important, 
inclusive message.

Universal design has become a by-
word for new constructions as well as 
renovations --- many now benefit from 
easier-to-open doors or stepless entries, 
not just people with disabilities. 

As churches evaluate their accessibil-
ity needs and plan improvements, they 
prioritize options based on the specific 
characteristics of their membership.

Fulfilling the broader intent of the 
ADA and the fuller meaning of “access” 
remains a goal still to be met.

25 Years after ADA Passage, Progress
Still Needed in Access for Disabled
by Vicky Pappas Access to information and effective 

communication is one such area. Different 
formats for communication help meet the 
needs of a variety of parishioners, not just 
those with disabilities. Printing a few cop-
ies of Sunday bulletins in large print can 
be helpful to those with vision difficulties. 
Web sites can be designed to meet acces-
sibility standards to reach those who use 
screen readers or who because of cogni-
tive limitations need simpler language or 
less cluttered presentations.

Assisted listening devises or equip-
ment can be made available during ser-
vices or meetings. Parish planning for 
how to increase access to information and 
provide effective communication sends a 
powerful message about inclusion and 
independence to a variety of its members, 
not just those with disabilities.

Perhaps the most difficult implication 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, but 
the one most important to individuals 
seeking full membership in a faith com-
munity, is more attitudinal and creative in 
nature. To become fully inclusive, impor-
tant questions need to be asked, including, 
to what extent are individuals made to feel 
welcome in a parish, provided or offered 
transportation, supported to become part 
of its ministries as choir members, altar 
servers, or regular classroom or organiza-
tional members, supported to participate 
in the parish’s service projects, elected to 
boards and supported to hold leadership 
positions?

This part of “access” is still the illusive 
“future” regarding inclusion and integra-
tion, but even small steps can move a 
parish forward.

The anniversary provided an opportu-
nity not only to commemorate a significant 
event in the history of our country, but 
also to re-commit to the ADA goals and 
ideals.

Individuals, organizations, and faith 
communities are encouraged to sign a 
pledge that they will work towards creat-
ing more accessible, inclusive communi-
ties and implementing the ADA further. 
There is a web page specifically designated 
for faith communities to sign onto the 
pledge. 

The website for parishes and orga-
nizations is: http://adaanniversary.org/
faithcommunity. Individuals may sign at: 
http://adaanniversary.org/pledge.

There is no obligation except to be 
willing to work towards identifying bar-
riers, physical or social, and working to 
decrease them.

Dr. Vicki Pappas is a member of the 
Archdiocesan Committee on Outreach and 
Evangelism. Before her retirement, she 
worked at Indiana University’s Institute on 
Disability and Community and continues 
to do volunteer work in Bloomington, 
Ind., in the area of accessibility.

V. Rev. Gabriel Karambis
OAK LAWN, Ill. – Archimandrite Fr. 

Gabriel J. Karambis, 66, a retired priest of 
the Archdiocese, died July 19. He was born 
Sept. 24, 1948 in Chicago. After graduating 
high school in Evanston, Ill., he attended 
Parsons College in Fairfield, Iowa, and 
earned a B.A. in history. He went on to 
Holy Cross School of Theology where he 
received a Masters of Divinity.

He was ordained a deacon March 25, 
1976, in Chicago by Bishop Timotheos of 
Rodostolou, who also ordained him to 
the priesthood April 18 that year. He was 

elevated to Archimandrite rank April 19, 
1981 by Bishop Iakovos of Chicago.

Fr. Karambis served as assistant priest 
at Holy Trinity, Chicago, May 1, 1976 to 
Feb. 13, 1978.

He then was assigned to Sts. Constan-
tine and Helen in Belleville, Ill (Feb. 15, 
1978-July 31, 1984, and St. Nicholas in 
Oaklawn, Ill. (Aug. 1, 1984-March 1, 1992.

He was assigned to Archdiocese head-
quarters in 1992 as director of Steward-
ship and then went to Holy Trinity Arch-
diocesan Cathedral. His next assignment 
was Annunciation Cathedral in Houston. 
He retired in October 2013. 

Obituary
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  του Νικολάου Μαγγίνα

 Η ΕΟΡΤΗ ΤΗΣ ΙΝΔΙΚΤΟΥ ΕΝ ΤΟΙΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΕΙΟΙΣ 

1η Σεπτεμβρίου
Αρχή Εκκλησιαστικού Ετους 

και Ημέρα Προστασίας 
Φυσικού Περιβάλλοντος

+ Β Α Ρ Θ Ο Λ Ο Μ Α Ι Ο Σ
ΕΛΕΩ ΘΕΟΥ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΟΣ 

ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΟΥΠΟΛΕΩΣ,
ΝΕΑΣ ΡΩΜΗΣ ΚΑΙ 

ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ 
ΠΑΝΤΙ ΤΩ ΠΛΗΡΩΜΑΤΙ 

ΤΗΣ ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΑΣ ΧΑΡΙΝ ΚΑΙ 
ΕΙΡΗΝΗΝ ΚΑΙ ΕΛΕΟΣ

ΠΑΡΑ ΤΟΥ ΔΗΜΙΟΥΡΓΟΥ, 
ΣΥΝΤΗΡΗΤΟΥ ΚΑΙ 

ΚΥΒΕΡΝΗΤΟΥ ΠΑΣΗΣ 
ΤΗΣ ΚΤΙΣΕΩΣ ΚΥΡΙΟΥ 

ΚΑΙ ΘΕΟΥ ΚΑΙ ΣΩΤΗΡΟΣ 
ΗΜΩΝ ΙΗΣΟΥ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥ

 
Ἁγίῳ Πνεύματι πᾶσα ἡ κτίσις καινου-
ργεῖται, παλινδρομοῦσα εἰς τὸ πρῶτον» 
(Ἀναβαθμοὶ Α΄ ἤχου).
«Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ μόνος ἀνακαινίζων 
τὴν ποίησιν τῶν ἔργων σου καθ᾿ ἑκάστην 
ἡμέραν» (Μέγας Βασίλειος).

Ἀδελφοὶ συλλειτουργοὶ 
καὶ τέκνα εὐλογημένα ἐν Κυρίῳ,
Ὡς εἶναι γνωστόν, ἡ 1η Σεπτεμβρίου 

ἑκάστου ἔτου ς  ἔχε ι  ἀφι ερ ωθ ῆ 
πρωτοβούλως ὑπὸ τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου -προσφάτως δὲ καὶ ὑπὸ 
τῆς Ρωμαιοκαθολικῆς Ἐκκλησίας- εἰς 
τὴν προσευχὴν διὰ τὴν προστασίαν τοῦ 
φυσικοῦ περιβάλλοντος. Κατ᾿ αὐτήν, 
παρακαλοῦμεν ἰδιαιτέρως τὸν Ὕψιστον 
ὅπως φαιδρύνῃ τὴν δημιουργίαν Του 
ὥστε νὰ εἶναι εὐχάριστος καὶ καρποφόρος 
ἡ ἐν αὐτῇ διαβίωσις τοῦ ἀνθρώπου. Ἐντὸς 
αὐτοῦ τοῦ αἰτήματος περιλαμβάνεται 
ἀσφαλῶς καὶ ἡ παράκλησις ὅπως αἱ 
ἀναπόφευκτοι φυσιολογικαὶ κλιματικαὶ 
ἀλλαγαὶ συμβαίνουν καὶ ἐπιτρέπωνται 
ἐντὸς τῶν ὁρίων τῆς ἀντοχῆς, τοῦ μὲν 
ἀνθρώπου πρὸς ἐπιβίωσιν αὐτοῦ, τῆς δὲ 
φύσεως πρὸς ἀειφορίαν αὐτῆς.

Ἐν τούτοις, ἡμεῖς οἱ ἄνθρωποι 
εἴτε κατὰ ἓν μέρος τῆς ἀνθρωπότητος, 
εἴτε ἐνίοτε καὶ ἐν τῷ συνόλῳ αὐτῆς, 
συμπεριφερόμεθα ἀντιθέτως πρὸς 
τὸ αἴτημα τοῦτο. Καταπιέζομεν τὴν 
φύσιν κατὰ τρόπον ὥστε νὰ ἐπέρχωνται 
ἀπρόβλεπτοι καὶ ἀνεπιθύμητοι κλιματικαὶ 
καὶ περιβαλλοντικαὶ ἀλλαγαί, δυσμενεῖς 
διὰ τὴν κανονικὴν λειτουργίαν αὐτῆς 
καὶ ὡς ἐκ τούτου καὶ διὰ τὴν ζωήν 
μας. Τὸ δὲ ἀθροιστικὸν ἀποτέλεσμα 
τῶν ἐνεργειῶν ἐπὶ μέρους ἀνθρωπίνων 
προσώπων ἀλλὰ καὶ ἄλλων ἐκτεταμένων 
ἰδιωτικῶν καὶ κρατικῶν προσπαθειῶν 
πρὸς ἀναμόρφωσιν τοῦ φυσικοῦ 
περιβάλλοντος, εἰς τρόπον ὥστε νὰ 
παράγῃ περισσότερα ἀγαθὰ διὰ τοὺς 
ἐκμεταλλευομένους αὐτό, ἔχει ὡς μόνον 
ἀποτέλεσμα τὴν καταστροφὴν τῆς 
ἐναρμονίως λειτουργούσης καλῆς λίαν 
δημιουργίας τοῦ Θεοῦ.

Ὅσοι ἀντιλαμβανόμεθα τὸν 
διογκούμενον καθημερινῶς κίνδυνον 
τῆς κλιματικῆς ἀλλαγῆς εἰς τὸν πλανήτην 
μας, ἕνεκα ἀνθρωπίνων ἐνεργειῶν, 
ὑψοῦμεν φωνὴν ἐπισημάνσεως αὐτοῦ καὶ 
προσκαλοῦμεν ἅπαντας νὰ μελετήσωμεν 
τί εἶναι δυνατὸν νὰ πράξωμεν «διὰ νὰ μὴ 
ἐξαφανισθῇ ἡ ζωή, χάριν τοῦ πλούτου» 

ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΟΥΠΟΛΗ.– Συνῆλθε, τῇ 
προσκλήσει καί ὑπό τήν προεδρείαν τῆς Α. Θ. 
Παναγιότητος τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριάρχου 
κ.κ. Βαρθολομαίου, ἀπό 29ης Αὐγούστου μέχρι καί 
τῆς 2ας Σεπτεμβρίου 2015, ἐν τῷ Ἱερῷ Ναῷ Ἁγίας 
Τριάδος Σταυροδρομίου Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, 
εἰς Σύναξιν ἡ σεβασμία Ἱεραρχία τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Θρόνου μετά καί τῶν Ἱεραρχῶν τῶν ὑπό τήν 
κανονικήν αὐτοῦ προστασίαν Αὐτονόμων 
Ἐκκλησιῶν Φιλλανδίας καί Ἐσθονίας καί τῶν ὑπ᾿ 
αὐτόν Οὐκρανῶν καί Καρπαθορρώσσων. 

Κατ᾿ αὐτήν συνεζητήθησαν, κατόπιν 
ἐμπεριστατωμένων εἰσηγήσεων, μέ πρώτην αὐτήν 
τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος, τά θέματα τῆς πορείας 
πρός τήν Ἁγίαν καί Μεγάλην Πανορθόδοξον 
Σύνοδον, τῶν Διαλόγων μετά τῶν λοιπῶν 
Χριστιανικῶν Ἐκκλησιῶν καί Ὁμολογιῶν, τῆς 
Βιοηθικῆς, τῆς προστασίας τοῦ περιβάλλοντος 
κ.ἄ. . Μετ᾿ ἰδιαιτέρου ἐνδιαφέροντος συνεζητήθη 

Πρός  τούς  Σεβασμιωτάτους  κ α ί 
Θεοφιλεστάτους  Ἀρχιερε ῖς ,  τούς 
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς 
Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους 
καί Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά 
Ἡμερήσια καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς 
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς 
Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο 
τό Χριστεπώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.

Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί 
καί Ἀδελφές ἐν Χριστῷ,
Στήν Ἑορτή τῆς Ἰνδίκτου, ἡ ὁποία 

σηματοδοτεῖ τήν ἀρχή τοῦ Νέου Ἐκκλησια-
στικοῦ Ἔτους, καθοδηγούμεθα ἀπό τό 
προσφιλές καί σεβάσμιό μας Οἰκουμενικό 
Πατριαρχεῖο νά τιμήσουμε τήν Ἡμέρα γιά τήν 
Προστασία τοῦ Φυσικοῦ Περιβάλλοντός 
μας. Ἡ σχέση τοῦ ἑορτασμοῦ τῆς Ἰνδίκτου 
μέ τήν Ἡμέρα τοῦ περιβάλλοντος εἶναι 
σημαντική λόγῳ τῆς ἀλλαγῆς τῶν ἐποχῶν, 
τῆς ἀγροτικῆς κληρονομιᾶς καί τῶν 
ἰσχυρῶν θεμελίων τῆς λατρείας μας καί 
τῆς θεολογίας ἀναφορικά πρός τίς σχέσεις 
τοῦ Δημιουργοῦ μας μέ τά δημιουργήματά 
Του. Ἐπιβεβαιώνουμε αὐτή τή στάση μέσα 
ἀπό τούς ὕμνους τῆς ἡμέρας αὐτῆς καθώς 
ψάλλουμε ἐν σοφίᾳ ἐποίησας καιρούς ἡμῖν 
καί χρόνους προσθέμενους (Αἴνοι Ὄρθρου)  
καί Δημιουργέ Παντοκράτορ ... τό παρόν 
ἔτος τοῦτο ὡς ἀγαθός εὐλογήσας φύλαττε 
ἐν εἰρήνῃ (Ἐξαποστειλάριον Ὄρθρου) .

Στήν θεϊκή πράξη τῆς δημιουργίας 
μας ἀποκαλύπτεται ἡ σχέση μας μέ τήν 
δημιουργηθείσα τάξη. Διά τῆς δυνάμεως 
καί χάριτος τοῦ Δημιουργοῦ μας ὁ Ὁποῖος 
ἔπλασε τά πάντα καί τήν ἀνθρωπότητα κατ’ 
εἰκόνα Του, ἀνακαλύπτουμε τό μοναδικό 
ρόλο μας ὡς διαχειριστῶν ὅλων ὅσα 
ἔπλασε ὁ Θεός. Ὅπως ὁ Ἀδάμ καί ἡ Εὔα 
ἐπλάσθηκαν καί τοποθετήθηκαν στόν 
κῆπο γιά νά ἐργάζονται καί νά φυλάσσουν 
αὐτόν (Γένεσις 2:15), ἔτσι κι ἐμεῖς ἔχουμε 
τήν εὐθύνη νά φροντίζουμε καί νά 
προστατεύουμε τή δημιουργία Του. Ὅπως 
ὁ ἄνδρας καί ἡ γυναίκα ἐπῆραν ἐντολή ἀπό 
τόν Θεό νά αὐξάνωνται καί νά πληθύνονται 
καί νά ἄρχουν τῶν ἰχθύων τῆς θαλάσσης καὶ 
τῶν πετεινῶν τοῦ οὐρανοῦ καὶ πάντων τῶν 
κτηνῶν καὶ πάσης τῆς γῆς καὶ πάντων τῶν 
ἑρπετῶν τῶν ἑρπόντων ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς (Γένεσις 
1:28), ἔτσι ἔχουμε κι ἐμεῖς τήν ἐξουσία νά 
διαχειριζόμεθα τήν δημιουργηθείσα κτίση 
μέ φροντίδα καί σεβασμό γιά τήν διατήρηση 
τῆς ζωῆς καί τήν κάλυψη τῶν ἀνθρωπίνων 
καί περιβαλλοντικῶν ἀναγκῶν. Πρέπει 
ἐπίσης νά ἐπιβεβαιώνουμε στή σχέση μας 
μέ τόν Θεό τό γεγονός ὅτι διά τῆς σοφίας 
Του καί διά τοῦ δημιουργικοῦ δυναμικοῦ 
μας, εἴμεθα σέ θέση νά διατηροῦμε καί 
νά προστατεύουμε τό φυσικό περιβάλλον 
ἐνῶ ἀντιμετωπίζουμε περιβαλλοντικές 

τό μεταναστευτικόν πρόβλημα μέ τήν ποιμαντικήν, 
ἀνθρωπιστικήν καί τάς ἄλλας διαστάσεις αὐτοῦ. 

Συναφῶς, ἡ Σύναξις τῆς ἀνά τήν οἰκουμένην 
Ἱεραρχίας τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου ἐξ 
ἀφορμῆς τῶν τελευταίων γεγονότων ἀπευθύνει 
πρός τούς ἐγγύς καί τούς μακράν ἔκκλησιν 
πρός σεβασμόν τῆς ἱερότητος τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου 
προσώπου, τοῦ καί ἱερέως τῆς κτίσεως καί 
ἔχοντος ἀπό Θεοῦ τήν ἐντολήν διαφυλάξεως 
αὐτῆς. Συναφῶς, ἡ Σύναξις ἀποκηρύσσει πᾶσαν 
μορφήν βίας, φανατισμοῦ, ἀποϊεροποιήσεως, 
ἥτις καθιστᾷ τόν ἄνθρωπον ἀντικείμενον 
ἐκμεταλλεύσεως.  Ἡ Ἱεραρχία τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Θρόνου ὑπό τάς παρούσας περιστάσεις, 
μετά πολλοῦ προβληματισμοῦ καί βαθείας 
θλίψεως, διαπιστώνει ὅτι ἀκόμη καί σήμερον 
σταυρώνεται ὁ Χριστός καί χριστιανικοί πληθυσμοί 

Κ Ω Ν Σ ΤΑ Ν Τ Ι Ν Ο Υ Π ΟΛ Η . – Ἐ ν 
πανηγυρικῇ ἀτμοσφαίρᾳ καί μετά τῆς 
εἰθισμένης ἐκκλησιαστικῆς τάξεως ἑωρτάσθη 
ἐν τοῖς Πατριαρχείοις τῇ παρουσίᾳ καί 
συμπροσευχῇ τῆς σεπτῆς Ἱεραρχίας τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Θρόνου, τῆς συμμετεχούσης εἰς 
τάς ἐργασίας τῆς Συνάξεως αὐτῆς, ἡ ἑορτή τῆς 
Ἰνδίκτου καί ἡ Σύναξις πρός τιμήν καί μνήμην 
τῆς Ὑπεραγίας Θεοτόκου τῆς Παμμακαρίστου, 
ἧς ἡ ἀρχαία ἱερά εἰκών τεθησαύρισται ἐν 
τῷ Π. Πατριαρχικῷ Ναῷ, ὡς καί ἡ ἡμέρα 
προσευχῶν ὑπέρ τῆς προστασίας τοῦ φυσικοῦ 
Περιβάλλοντος, καθιερωθεῖσα πρότριτα 
ὡς τοιαύτη καί ὑπό τῆς Ρωμαιοκαθολικῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας. 

Τήν παραμονήν τῆς ἑορτῆς, Δευτέραν, 
31ην λ.μ. Αὐγούστου, ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης ὁ 
Πατριάρχης, ἐχοροστάτησεν ἐν τῇ Ἱ. Μονῇ 
Ζωοδόχου Πηγῆς Βαλουκλῆ κατά τόν Μ. 
Ἑσπερινόν, εἰς τόν ὁποῖον ἐκκλησιάσθησαν 
πλεῖστοι Σεβ. καί Θεοφιλ. Ἱεράρχαι, ὁ Ἐντιμ. 
κ. Εὐάγγελος Σέκερης, Γεν. Πρόξενος τῆς 
Ἑλλάδος ἐν τῇ Πόλει, ὅμιλος προσκυνητῶν 
ἐκ τῆς Ἱ. Μητροπόλεως Βεροίας καί πιστοί 
ἐντεῦθεν.

Τήν, Τρίτην, 1ην ἀρξαμένου μηνός 
Σεπτεμβρίου, ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης ὁ Πατριάρχης, 
ἐχοροστάτησε κατά τήν τελεσθεῖσαν ἐν τῷ Π. 
Πατριαρχικῷ Ναῷ Θείαν Λειτουργίαν, ἐν 

συγχοροστασίᾳ μετά τῶν Σεβ. Ἱεραρχῶν 
Καρελίας καί πάσης Φιλλανδίας κ. Λέοντος, 
Ταλλίνης καί πάσης Ἐσθονίας κ. Στεφάνου, 
Γέροντος Νικαίας κ. Κωνσταντίνου, Γέροντος 
Χαλκηδόνος κ. Ἀθανασίου, Γέροντος Δέρκων 
κ. Ἀποστόλου, Γέροντος Περγάμου κ. Ἰωάννου, 
Ἀμερικῆς κ. Δημητρίου, Σικάγου κ. Ἰακώβου, 
Θυατείρων καί Μεγάλης Βρεταννίας κ. 
Γρηγορίου, Ἰταλίας καί Μελίτης κ. Γενναδίου, 
Ἑλβετίας κ. Ἱερεμίου, Γερμανίας κ. Αὐγουστίνου, 
Τρανουπόλεως κ. Γερμανοῦ, Τορόντο κ. 
Σωτηρίου, Φιλίππων, Νεαπόλεως καί Θάσου 
κ. Προκοπίου, Κρήτης κ. Εἰρηναίου, Σύμης 
κ. Χρυσοστόμου, Βοστώνης κ. Μεθοδίου, 
Μεξικοῦ κ. Ἀθηναγόρου, Καρπάθου καί Κάσου 
κ. Ἀμβροσίου, Μηθύμνης κ. Χρυσοστόμου, 
Ἴμβρου καί Τενέδου κ. Κυρίλλου, Μιλήτου κ. 
Ἀποστόλου, Ντένβερ κ. Ἠσαΐου, Ἀτλάντας 
κ. Ἀλεξίου, Πριγκηποννήσων κ. Ἰακώβου, 
Γουμενίσσης, Ἀξιουπόλεως καί Πολυκάστρου 
κ. Δημητρίου, Winnipeg κ. Γεωργίου, 
Προικοννήσου κ. Ἰωσήφ, Φιλαδελφείας 
κ. Μελίτωνος, Σεβαστείας κ. Δημητρίου, 
Πισιδίας κ. Σωτηρίου, Βεροίας, Ναούσης καί 
Καμπανίας κ. Παντελεήμονος, Ἱεραπύτνης 
καί Σητείας κ. Εὐγενίου, Διδυμοτείχου, 
Ὀρεστιάδος καί Σουφλίου κ. Δαμασκηνοῦ, 
Ξάνθης κ. Παντελεήμονος, Σάμου καί Ἰκαρίας 
κ. Εὐσεβίου, Μυριοφύτου καί Περιστάσεως κ. 
Εἰρηναίου, Μύρων κ. Χρυσοστόμου, Συνάδων 

Εἰσήγησις κατά τήν Ἱεράν Σύναξιν τῶν Ἱεραρχῶν τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Θρόνου ἐν Κωνσταντινουπόλει ἀπό 
28 Αὐγούστου ἔως 2 Σεπτεμβρίου ὑπό τοῦ Σεβ. Ἀρχιεπισκόπου Ἀμερικῆς κ. Δημητρίου.

Ιερά Σύναξις Iεραρχών Οικουμενικού Θρόνου
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Μέ πατρική ἀγάπη ἐν Χριστῷ Ἀναστάντι,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος
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αὐτόχθονες ἐν Μέσῃ Ἀνατολῇ καί ἐν Ἀφρικῇ 
μέ πλουσίαν πολιτιστικήν κληρονομίαν καί 
προσφοράν, ἀναγκάζονται ὑπό τήν πίεσιν καί τήν 
βίαν τῶν θρησκευτικῶν φονταμενταλιστῶν νά 
ἐγκαταλείψουν τάς πατρογονικάς των ἑστίας καί 
πρόσφυγες, ὅπως ἄλλοτε ὁ Χριστός, διωκόμενος 
ὑπό τοῦ Ἠρώδου ἔφυγεν εἰς Αἴγυπτον, νά ζητήσουν 
τήν φιλόξενον ἀσφάλειαν τῆς Δύσεως, ἀφέντες εἰς 
ἐρείπια τά μνημεῖα τοῦ πολιτισμοῦ των, τά ὁποῖα 
ἐσεβάσθησαν οἱ αἰῶνες.

Ἐ ν ώ π ι ο ν  τ ῆ ς  τ ρ α γ ι κ ῆ ς  α ὐ τ ῆ ς 
πραγματικότητος, ἡ Μεγάλη τοῦ Χριστοῦ 
Ἐκκλησία, ἀναμιμνησκομένη τῶν ἰδικῶν της δεινῶν, 
ἵσταται ἀλληλέγγυος πρός τάς χριστιανικάς ταύτας 
κοινότητας καί στηρίζει ἐνώπιον τῶν διεθνῶν 
ὀργανισμῶν τό δικαίωμα παντός λαοῦ νά λατρεύῃ 
ἐλευθέρως τόν Θεόν αὐτοῦ καί νά διακηρύσσῃ ὅτι 
ἡ θρησκεία πρέπει νά ἑνώνῃ τούς λαούς καί τούς 
πολιτισμούς καί νά καθίσταται θεμέλιον πολιτισμοῦ 
καί ἀνθρωπιᾶς. 

Ὡσαύτως, οἱ Ἱεράρχαι τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου στρέφουν τήν σκέψιν καί τήν 
προσευχήν των πρός τάς χιλιάδας τῶν ἐν Οὐκρανίᾳ 
ἐμπεριστάτων ἀδελφῶν μας καί εὔχονται διά 
τήν παῦσιν τῶν διαιρέσεων καί τήν ἐπικράτησιν 
τῆς εἰρήνης καί τῆς ἑνότητος τοῦ εὐσεβοῦς 
οὐκρανικοῦ λαοῦ, ὁ ὁποῖος ἔλαβε τήν πίστιν καί 
τό βάπτισμα παρά τῆς Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας τῆς 
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως. 

Οἱ συναχθέντες Ἱεράρχαι ἀπευθύνουν τήν 
εὐλογίαν αὐτῶν εἰς τούς πιστούς τῶν ἑκασταχοῦ 
θεοσώστων ἐπαρχιῶν τῆς πρωτοθρόνου 
Ἐκκλησίας, ὡς καί πρός «πᾶσαν ψυχήν Χριστιανῶν 
Ὀρθοδόξων», ὁμοῦ μέ τήν ἔκφρασιν τοῦ σεβασμοῦ 
των πρός τούς Μακ. Προκαθημένους τῶν 
Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν καί τήν εὐχήν νά ἴδουν 
πραγματοποιουμένην κατά τό προσεχές ἔτος 
τήν Ἁγίαν καί Μεγάλην Σύνοδον τῆς Ἁγίας 
Ὀρθοδόξου ἡμῶν Ἐκκλησίας, ανακοινώθηκε από 
την Αρχιγραμματεία της Ιεράς Συνόδου.

Ιερά Σύναξις Iεραρχών Οικουμενικού Θρόνου
Εἰσήγησις Ἀρχιεπισκόπου Δημητρίου
Ἡ εὐλογία καί ἡ δόξα καί ἡ σοφία καί ἡ 

εὐχαριστία καί ἡ τιμή καί ἡ δύναμις καί ἡ ἰσχύς τῷ 
θεῷ ἡμῶν εἰς τούς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων· 

ἀμήν. 
(Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰωάννου 7:12)

Παναγιώτατέ μοι Δέσποτα, 
Σεβασμιώτατοι 
καί Θεοφιλέστατοι Ἅγιοι Ἀδελφοί,
Ἔχω τήν ἰδιαιτέραν τιμήν καί εὐλογίαν νά 

παρουσιάσω σήμερον εὐλαβῶς εἰς τήν Ἱεράν 
αὐτήν Σύναξιν συνοπτικήν εἰσήγησιν, ἀνατεθεῖσαν 
μοι ὑπό τῆς ἀγαθυνθείσης Αὐτοῦ Θειοτάτης 
Παναγιότητος, περί τῶν ἀνά τόν κόσμον, ἐν τῇ 
λεγομένῃ Διασπορᾷ, Συνελεύσεων τῶν Κανονικῶν 
Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐπισκόπων. 

1. Χρονικόν τῆς ἱδρύσεως 
τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων
Αἱ Συνελεύσεις αὗται ὡς γνωστόν, ἱδρύθησαν 

ὑπό τῆς Δ΄ Προσυνοδικῆς Πανορθοδόξου 
Διασκέψεως. Ἡ Διάσκεψις αὕτη, ὡς κατά λέξιν 
διατυποῦται ἐν τῇ ἀπό 13ης Ἰουνίου 2009 
Ἀποφάσει αὐτῆς,  «Συγκληθεῖσα ὑπό τῆς Α. Θ. 
Παναγιότητος, τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριάρχου 
κ.κ. Βαρθολομαίου, τῇ συμφώνῳ γνώμῃ τῶν 
Μακαριωτάτων Προκαθημένων τῶν Ἁγιωτάτων 
Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν, ἐκφρασθείσῃ κατά 
τήν ἐν Φαναρίῳ Ἱεράν Σύναξιν αὐτῶν τόν 
Ὀκτώβριον τοῦ ἔτους 2008, συνῆλθεν εἰς τό ἐν 
Σαμπεζύ Ὀρθόδοξον Κέντρον τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου ἀπό 6ης μέχρι 13ης Ἰουνίου 2009, ὑπό 
τήν προεδρίαν τοῦ Σεβασμιωτάτου Μητροπολίτου 
Γέροντος Περγάμου κ. Ἰωάννου, ἐκπροσώπου τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου.

Ἡ Διάσκεψις αὕτη, εἰς τήν ὁποίαν 
προσεκλήθησαν καί ἐξεπροσωπήθησαν πᾶσαι αἱ 
ἁγιώταται Ὀρθόδοξοι Αὐτοκέφαλοι Ἐκκλησίαι, 
ἠσχολήθη περί τό θέμα τῆς κανονικῆς ὀργανώσεως 
τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Διασπορᾶς.

Διεπιστώθη ὅτι ἀποτελεῖ κοινήν βούλησιν 
πασῶν τῶν ἁγιωτάτων Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν, 
ὅπως ἐπιλυθῇ τό ζήτημα τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Διασπορᾶς 
τό ταχύτερον δυνατόν καί ὅπως ὀργανωθῇ αὕτη 
(δηλ. ἡ Διασπορά) κατά τρόπον σύμφωνον πρός 
τήν ὀρθόδοξον ἐκκλησιολογίαν καί τήν κανονικήν 
παράδοσιν καί πρᾶξιν τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας.

Διεπιστώθη ὡσαύτως ὅτι κατά τήν 
παροῦσαν φάσιν δέν εἶναι ἐφικτή δι’ ἱστορικούς 
καί ποιμαντικούς λόγους ἡ ἄμεσος μετάβασις εἰς 
τήν αὐστηρῶς κανονικήν τάξιν τῆς Ἐκκλησίας ὡς 
πρός τό ζήτημα τοῦτο, τουτέστιν εἰς τήν ὕπαρξιν 
ἑνός μόνου Ἐπισκόπου εἰς τόν αὐτόν τόπον. 
Διά τόν λόγον τοῦτον ἤχθη εἰς τήν ἀπόφασιν, 
ὅπως προτείνῃ τήν δημιουργίαν μεταβατικῆς 
τινός καταστάσεως, ἥτις καί θά προετοιμάσῃ τό 
ἔδαφος διά τήν αὐστηρῶς κανονικήν λύσιν τοῦ 
προβλήματος.

Προτείνεται, ὅπως κατά τό μεταβατικόν 
στάδιον, κατά τό ὁποῖον θά προετοιμασθῇ ἡ 
κανονική λύσις τοῦ ζητήματος δημιουργηθοῦν 
(ἤ ἱδρυθοῦν) εἰς ἑκάστην ἐκ τῶν κατωτέρω 
μνημονευομένων περιοχῶν «Ἐπισκοπικαί 
Συνελεύσεις» πάντων τῶν ἐν τῇ περιοχῇ ἐκείνῃ ὡς 
κανονικῶν ἀναγνωριζομένων Ἐπισκόπων, οἵτινες 
θά ἐξακολουθοῦν νά ὑπάγωνται εἰς τάς κανονικάς 
δικαιοδοσίας, εἰς ἅς ὑπάγονται σήμερον.

Αἱ συνελεύσεις αὗται θά συνίστανται ἐκ 
πάντων τῶν ἐν ἑκάστῃ περιοχῇ Ἐπισκόπων, 
οἵτινες εὑρίσκονται ἐν κανονικῇ κοινωνίᾳ μετά 
πασῶν τῶν ἁγιωτάτων Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν 
καί θά προεδρεύωνται ὑπό τοῦ πρώτου ἐκ 
τῶν εἰς τήν Ἐκκλησίαν Κωνσταντινουπόλεως 
ὑπαγομένων Ἀρχιερέων, ἐλλείψει δέ τούτου 
συμφώνως πρός τήν τάξιν τῶν Διπτύχων. Αἱ 
ἀποφάσεις θά λαμβάνονται καθ’ ὁμοφωνίαν τῶν 
Ἐκκλησιῶν αἱ ὁποῖαι ἐκπροσωποῦνται εἰς τήν 
συγκεκριμένην Συνέλευσιν. Οἱ Ἐπίσκοποι τῆς 
Διασπορᾶς, οἱ ὁποῖοι κατοικοῦν εἰς τήν Διασποράν 
καί ἔχουν ἐνορίας εἰς περισσοτέρας περιοχάς, θά 
εἶναι μέλη τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων καί τῶν 
περιοχῶν αὐτῶν.»  

Ἐν συνεχείᾳ τό κείμενον τῆς Ἀποφάσεως 
τοῦ Σαμπεζύ παραθέτει κατάλογον τῶν χωρῶν 
– περιοχῶν ἔνθα δημιουργοῦνται Ἐπισκοπικαί 
Συνελεύσεις. Ὁ κατάλογος οὗτος κατόπιν 
τῆς ἀπό 6ης Μαρτίου 2014 ἀποφάσεως τῶν 
Προκαθημένων τῶν Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν, 
ὑπέστη δύο τροποποιήσεις, καί ἔχει σήμερον ὡς 
ἀκολούθως κατ’ ἀλφαβητικήν σειράν :

i. Αὐστραλία N. Ζηλανδία καί Ὠκεανία μέ 9 
Ἀρχιερεῖς. 

ii. Αὐστρία μέ 7 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
iii. Βέλγιον, Ὁλλανδία καί Λουξεμβοῦργον 

μέ 10 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
iv. Γαλλία μέ 12 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
v. Γερμανία μέ 16 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
vi. Ἐλβετία καί Λιχτενστάϊν μέ 4 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
vii. Ἡνωμέναι Πολιτεῖαι μέ 55 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
viii. Ἰσπανία καί Πρτογαλία μέ 6 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
ix. Ἰταλία καί Μάλτα μέ 6 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
x. Καναδᾶ μέ 16 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
xi. Λατινική Ἀμερική μέ 18 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
xii. Μ. Βρεταννία καί Ἰρλανδία μέ 9 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
xiii. Σουηδία καί Σκανδιναυῒα μέ 3 Ἀρχιερεῖς.
Σύνολον Ἀρχιερέων μετεχόντων εἰς τάς 
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2. Ἁρμοδιότητες 
τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων
 Ἐκτός τῆς ἀνωτέρω μνημονευθείσης 

ἱστορικῆς ἀποφάσεως, ἡ ἐν Σαμπεζύ Διάσκεψις 
ἐξέδωσε ταυτοχρόνως καί Κανονισμόν Λειτουργίας 
τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων ἐν τῇ Ὀρθοδόξῳ 
Διασπορᾷ. Ὁ Κανονισμός οὗτος περιλαμβάνει 
ὡς γνωστόν 13 Ἄρθρα, περιέχοντα λεπτομερεῖς 
ὁδηγίας, καλυπτούσας ποικίλα ὀργανωτικά 
θέματα. Τό Ἄρθρον 5 τοῦ ἐν λόγῳ Κανονισμοῦ 
καθορίζει τάς ἁρμοδιότητας τῆς Ἐπισκοπικῆς 
Συνελεύσεως, αἱ ὁποῖαι εἶναι :

«Πρῶτον, νά μεριμνᾷ αὕτη καί νά συμβάλλῃ 
διά τήν διατήρησιν τῆς ἑνότητος τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου 
Ἐκκλησίας τῆς Περιοχῆς εἰς τάς θεολογικάς, 
ἐκκλησιολογικάς, κανονικάς, πνευματικάς, 
φιλανθρωπικάς, ἐκπαιδευτικάς καί ἱεραποστολικάς 
ὑποχρεώσεις αὐτῆς.

Δεύτερον, ο συντονισμός καί ἡ προώθησις 
τῶν κοινοῦ ἐνδιαφέροντος δραστηριοτήτων εἰς 
τούς τομεῖς τῆς διαποιμάνσεως, τῆς κατηχήσεως, 
τῆς λειτουργικῆς ζωῆς, τῶν θρησκευτικῶν 
ἐκδόσεων,τῶν μέσων μαζικῆς ἐπικοινωνίας, τῆς 
ἐκκλησιαστικῆς παιδείας κ.λ.π.

Τρίτον, αἱ σχέσεις μετά τῶν ἄλλων 
Χριστιανικῶν Ἐκκλησιῶν καί τῶν ἄλλων 
θρησκειῶν.

Τέταρτον, πᾶν ὅ,τι ἀποτελεῖ ὑποχρέωσιν τῆς 
Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας εἰς  τάς σχέσεις αὐτῆς μετά 
τῆς κοινωνίας καί τῶν κρατικῶν Ἀρχῶν.

Πέμπτον, η προετοιμασία σχεδίου 
ὀργανώσεως τῶν ὀρθοδόξων τῆς Περιοχῆς ἐπί 
κανονικῆς βάσεως.»

Αἱ ἱδρυθεῖσαι Ἐπισκοπικαί Συνελεύσεις τῆς 
Διασπορᾶς συνεκρότησαν κατά τά ἀνωτέρω 
Ἐπιτροπάς ἐπί τῶν προσδιορισθέντων θεμάτων, 
καί ἐπί ζητημάτων προσφορᾶς τῆς ὀρθοδόξου 
μαρτυρίας καί τῆς συμβολῆς εἰς φιλανθρωπικά 
καί τρέχοντα κοινωνικά καί πολιτισμικά δρώμενα. 

Ἐκ τῶν προσφάτως ὑποβληθεισῶν ἐκθέσεων 
ὑπό τῶν Προέδρων τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων 
καταφαίνεται ὅτι κατά τά παρελθόντα ἀπό 
τῆς ἱδρύσεως ἔτη, αἱ συνελθοῦσαι Ἐπισκοπικαί 
Συνελεύσεις στοιχοῦσαι ταῖς ἀνωτέρω 
προδιαγραφείσαις ἁρμοδιότησι αὐτῶν, 
ἐπραγματοποίησαν εἰς διαφόρους βαθμούς, 
πάντοτε τοῦ Θεοῦ συνεργοῦντος, πολύ σημαντικόν 
πολύμορφον ἔργον. Ἡ πραγματοποίησις αὕτη 
ἐπετεύχθη εἶτε διά τῶν συζητήσεων καί ἀποφάσεων 
ἐν ὁλομελείᾳ εἶτε διά τῶν ἐργασιῶν καί προτάσεων 
τῶν Εἰδικῶν Ἐπιτροπῶν τῶν ὀργανωθεισῶν  ὑπό 
τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων.

3.  Τό θέμα τῶν προτάσεων 
σχεδίων πρός ἄρσιν τῆς κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας
Ἐνῶ κατά τήν διαρρεύσασαν ἀπό τῆς ἱδρύσεως 

τῶν Συνελεύσεων ἐπαρκῆ χρονικήν περίοδον 
τό ἔργον τῶν Ἐπιτροπῶν τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν 
Συνελεύσεων τῆς Διασπορᾶς ὑπῆρξε πολύ 
σημαντικόν εἰς θέματα κυρίως ποιμαντικά, 
λειτουργικά, ἐκπαιδευτικά καί διορθόδοξα, ἐν 
τούτοις δέν φαίνεται νά ὑπῆρξε ἀποφασιστική 
πρόοδος εἰς τό μεῖζον θέμα τῆς μελέτης καί 
ὑποβολῆς προτάσεων σχεδίων ὑπερβάσεως 
τῆς ὑφισταμένης ἐν τῇ Διασπορᾷ κανονικῆς 
ἀνωμαλίας. Εἰς τάς ὑποβληθείσας ὑπό τῶν 
Προέδρων τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων 
ἐκθέσεις, ἐκτός μιᾶς ἤ δύο περιπτώσεων, δέν 
μνημονεύεται Ἐπιτροπή τῆς Συνελεύσεως, ἤ 
καί Συνέλευσις ἐν ὁλομελείᾳ, εἰδικῶς μελετῶσα 
τό θέμα τῆς «κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας ἐν τῇ 
Διασπορᾷ», οὔτε τυχόν σχέδια καί προτάσεις 
ὑπερβάσεως τῆς ἀνωμαλίας. Αἱ τοιαῦται προτάσεις 
ἀνεμένετο νά ὑπάρξουν καί νά κατατεθοῦν μέσῳ 
τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ ἡμῶν Πατριάρχου εἰς τήν 

ἁρμοδίαν Προπαρασκευαστικήν Ἐπιτροπήν τῆς 
ἀποφασισθείσης Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης Συνόδου 
τῶν Ὀρθοδόξων Αὐτοκεφάλων Ἐκκλησιῶν, 
προκειμένου αὕτη νά λάβῃ ὁριστικάς ἀποφάσεις 
ἐπί τοῦ φλέγοντος αὐτοῦ θέματος.

Τό φαινόμενον τῆς ἐν λόγῳ μή ὑπάρξεως 
προτάσεων ἤ σχεδίων ὑπό τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν 
Συνελεύσεων πρός ἐγκαθίδρυσιν ἐκκλησιαστικῶς 
καί κανονικῶς ἀποδεκτῆς τάξεως, ἔχει πολλαπλῆν 
ἐξήγησιν ἑδραζομένην ἐπί σοβαροῦ ἀριθμοῦ 
δυσκολιῶν.

Ἐπιτρέψατέ μοι νά ἀναφερθῶ, ἐπί 
παραδείγματι, εἰς τήν χαρακτηριστικήν περίπτωσιν 
τῆς Συνελεύσεως τῶν Κανονικῶν Ὀρθοδόξων 
Ἐπισκόπων τῶν Ἡνωμένων Πολιτειῶν Ἀμερικῆς.  
Ἐν προκειμένῳ συνέβη τό ἑξῆς : Κατά τάς τρεῖς 
πρώτας ἐτησίας Συνάξεις τῆς Συνελεύσεως αὐτῆς 
(κατά τά ἔτη 2010, 2011, καί 2012), ἐγένετο 
σημαντική ἐργασία ὑπό τῆς πρός τοῦτο Εἰδικῆς 
Ἐπιτροπῆς, καί ὑπό τῆς Συνελεύσεως ἐν ὁλομελείᾳ, 
πρός διαμόρφωσιν προτάσεων καί σχεδίων 
ὑπερβάσεως τῆς κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας. Ἡ ἐργασία 
αὕτη περιελάμβανε μεθοδικήν καί ὑπεύθυνον 
μελέτην τῶν ἐμπλεκομένων ἐκκλησιαστικῶν 
γεωγραφικῶν, πληθυσμιακῶν καί πολιτισμικῶν 
συνθηκῶν. 

Αἰφνιδίως κατά τήν τετάρτην ἐτησίαν 
Σύναξιν τῆς Ἐπισκοπικῆς Συνελεύσεως (τό 
ἔτος 2013) εὑρέθημεν πρό ἀπροσδοκήτου 
κειμένου ἀναγνωσθέντος ὑπό Ἐπισκόπου τῆς 
Βουλγαρικῆς Παρουσίας ἐν Η.Π.Α. Τό ἐν λόγῳ 
κείμενον ἔθετε κατ’ οὐσίαν ἐν ἀμφιβόλῳ τήν ὅλην 
προσπάθειαν προτάσεως ἀντιμετωπίσεως τῆς 
κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας. Τό ἀναγνωσθέν κείμενον 
δέν συνεζητήθη τότε, διότι ἐνεφανίσθη κατά τήν 
τελευταίαν ὥραν τῆς Συνελεύσεως.  

Ἐν τούτοις, ἡ Βουλγαρική Ἀντιπροσωπεία 
ἐπανῆλθε εἰς τό θέμα αὐτό, εἰς τήν πέμπτην 
ἐτησίαν Συνέλευσιν (τό παρελθόν ἔτος 2014), 
ὑποστηρίζουσα τήν ἰδίαν θέσιν. Εἰς τήν περίπτωσιν 
αὐτήν, ἡ ἀνωτέρω θέσις προεβλήθη ἐν παραλλαγῇ 
καί ὑπό τῆς Ρωσσικῆς πλευρᾶς (Πατριαρχεῖον 
Μόσχας καί ROCOR). Διετυπώθησαν  μάλιστα 
ἐν τῇ αὐτῇ Συνελεύσει καί συναφεῖς ἀπόψεις ὅτι 
λόγῳ τῶν προβληθεισῶν ἀντιρρήσεων, ἴσως θά ἦτο 
προτιμώτερον ἡ λεγομένη Ὀρθόδοξος Διασπορά 
νά παραμείνῃ εἰς τήν παροῦσαν κατάστασιν, μιᾶς 
ἔστω «κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας», παρά νά ἐμπλακῇ 
εἰς ἀλλαγάς, αἱ ὁποῖαι θά προεκάλουν εἰς τάς ἐν 
Ἀμερικῇ Ὀρθοδόξους Παρουσίας, καί κατά λογικήν 
ἐπέκτασιν καί ἀλλαχοῦ, ἀναταραχήν καί σύγχυσιν 
οὐχί τήν τυχοῦσαν. 

Τί ἀκριβῶς προεκάλεσε τήν ἀνωτέρω 
ἀντίδρασιν ὑπό ὡρισμένων Παρουσιῶν τῆς 
Διασπορᾶς εἰς τήν ἰδέαν τῆς ὑπερβάσεως 
τῆς κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας; Ὁ κύριος λόγος 
φαίνεται νά εἶναι ὁ φόβος ὅτι οἵονδήποτε 
σχέδιον ἄρσεως τῆς ἀνωμαλίας συνεπάγεται 
μείωσιν τῆς αὐτονομίας, τοῦ ἐθνικοπολιτισμικοῦ 
χαρακτῆρος καί τῆς δικαιοδοσιακῆς ἰδιότητος 
τῶν ἐπί μέρους Παρουσιῶν. Ὁ φόβος οὗτος μείγμα 
ἐθνοφυλετισμοῦ καί ἰσχυρισμοῦ διακαιοδοσιακοῦ 
διακαιώματος, φαίνεται νά καλλιεργῆται καί ὑπό 
τινων ἐκ τῶν μητρικῶν λεγομένων Αὐτοκεφάλῶν 
Ἐκκλησιῶν ἐπί σκοπῷ διατηρήσεως πλήρους 
ἐλέγχου τῶν Παρουσιῶν των ἐν τῇ Διασπορᾷ. 
Ἐπιπροσθέτως, εἰς τινας περιπτώσεις ὑποβάλλεται 
τεχνηέντως ἡ ἰδέα ὅτι ἐν τελευταίᾳ ἀναλύσει 
ἡ ὅλη προσπάθεια ρυθμίσεως τῆς κανονικῆς 
ἀνωμαλίας ἀποβλέπει εἰς ὑπαγωγήν πάντων ὑπό 
τό Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον.     

Ἐάν τό φαινόμενον αὐτό ἰσχύῃ διά τάς 
Ἡνωμένας Πολιτείας ἔνθα ἔχομεν ἤδη ἕκτην 
γενεάν ἐκ τῶν ἀρχικῶν μεταναστῶν διαφόρων 
ὀρθοδόξων χωρῶν,  καί ἔνθα ὑπῆρξεν ἐπί ἰκανάς 
δεκαετίας ἡ ἐμπειρία τῆς SCOBA (Μονίμου 
Ἐπιτροπῆς Ὀρθοδόξων Ἱεραρχῶν Ἀμερικῆς) ὡς 
κοινῆς πανορθοδόξου προσπαθείας, τοῦτο πολύ 
περισσότερον ἰσχύει διά χώρας τῆς  Εὐρώπης 
καί δι’ ἄλλας ἀνά τόν κόσμον περιοχάς ἔνθα ὁ 
κύριος ὄγκος Ὀρθοδόξου Διασπορᾶς ἀποτελεῖται 
ἀπό πρώτην ἤ δευτέραν γενεάν μεταναστῶν, οἱ 
ὁποῖοι συχνάκις διατηροῦν ἰσχυρούς δεσμούς 
μέ τάς Αὐτοκεφάλους Ἐκκλησίας τῶν χωρῶν 
προελεύσεώς των, αἱ ὁποῖαι Αὐτοκέφαλοι 
Ἐκκλησίαι ὡς ἐξηγήσαμεν παρεμβαίνουν συχνάκις 
ἐντόνως εἰς τά ἐν Διασπορᾷ διαδραματιζόμενα. 

Τό συζητούμενον πρόβλημα ἔχει ὀξυνθῆ 
κατά τήν τελευταίαν δεκαετίαν λόγῳ τοῦ μεγάλου 
ἀριθμοῦ πρωτογενῶν μεταναστῶν προερχομένων 
ἐκ τῆς ριζικῆς ἀλλαγῆς πολιτικῶν καθεστώτων ἐν 
Ἀνατολικῇ Εὐρώπῃ καί ἐμπολέμων καταστάσεων 

προκλήσεις καί πιέσεις τεχνολογικῶν 
καινοτομιῶν, οἰκονομικῶν δυνάμεων, αὐξήσεως 
τοῦ πληθυσμοῦ καί φυσικῶν καταστροφῶν.

Πλασμένοι  κατ’εἰκόνα Θεοῦ ὡς 
διαχειριστές τῆς φυσικῆς τάξεως, προσφέρουμε 
τήν μαρτυρία τῆς ἀγαθότητος τῆς κτίσεως. Καὶ 
εἶδεν ὁ Θεὸς τὰ πάντα, ὅσα ἐποίησε, καὶ ἰδοὺ 
καλὰ λίαν (Γένεσις 1:31), Ἡ συνειδητοποίηση 
ἐκ μέρους μας αὐτῆς τῆς ἐγγενοῦς ἀγαθότητος 
σέ ὅλα ὅσα ἔπλασε ὁ Θεός φαίνεται πρωτίστως 
στή σχέση μας μαζί Του. Θαυμάζουμε ἐπίσης τήν 
ὡραιότητα, πολυπλοκότητα καί λειτουργία τῆς 
κτίσεως, ἀναγνωρίζοντας τήν θεϊκή προέλευση, 
τόν σκοπό καί τήν ἀγαθότητα. Κηρύσσουμε 
τό Εὐαγγέλιο, ὁδηγῶντας ἅπαντας στήν 
ἀποκάλυψη τῆς χάριτος τοῦ Θεοῦ μέσῳ τοῦ 
Χριστοῦ. Προσφέρουμε διακονία ἐλπίδος καί 
μεταμορφώσεως, καθώς ὁδηγοῦμε ἄλλους 
στήν ἴαση, ἀσφάλεια καί σωτηρία δι’ Ἐκείνου. 
Διά τῆς προσευχῆς καί τῆς λειτουργικῆς ζωῆς 
τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, ταξιδεύουμε κάθε ἡμέρα, κάθε 
ἑβδομάδα, στή διάρκεια ὁλοκλήρου τοῦ κύκλου 
τοῦ ἔτους καί οἱ ζωές μας ὁδεύουν πρός τήν 
ἔνδοξη πλήρωση τοῦ χρόνου καί τήν αἰώνια ζωή 
σέ κοινωνία μέ τόν Θεό.

Καθώς ἑορτάζουμε αὐτή τήν Ἑορτή, ἄς 
ἀφιερώνουμε τό χρόνο μας στίς ἑορτές καί 
τήν πράξη τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, στήν καθημερινή 
ζωή προσευχῆς καί κοινωνίας μέ τόν Θεό 
καί στή διατήρηση τῆς πνευματικῆς ζωῆς 
μας διά τῶν κανόνων τῆς πίστεώς μας. Ἄς 
ἐπιβεβαιώνουμε ἐπίσης ὅτι ἔχουμε πλασθεῖ 
καί χρισθεῖ διαχειριστές τῆς δημιουργηθείσας 
τάξεως. Ἀπό τή σχέση καί κοινωνία μας μέ τόν 
Θεό, ἄς προσφέρουμε μαρτυρία τῆς ἀγαθότητος 
τῆς κτίσεώς Του καί τῆς ἱερότητος τῆς ζωῆς.
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κ. Διονυσίου, Καστορίας κ. Σεραφείμ, Γαλλίας κ. 
Ἐμμανουήλ, Δαρδανελλίων κ. Νικήτα, Σασίμων 
κ. Γενναδίου, Ντητρόϊτ κ. Νικολάου, Φλωρίνης, 
Πρεσπῶν καί Ἑορδαίας κ. Θεοκλήτου, Ἰκονίου κ. 
Θεολήπτου, Γορτύνης καί Ἀρκαδίας κ. Μακαρίου, 
Κασσανδρείας κ. Νικοδήμου, Μπουένος Ἄϊρες 
κ. Ταρασίου, Σερρῶν καί Νιγρίτης κ. Θεολόγου, 
Ἀρκαλοχωρίου, Καστελλίου καί Βιάννου 
κ. Ἀνδρέου, Σιδηροκάστρου κ. Μακαρίου, 
Πιττσβούργου κ. Σάββα, Ἁγίου Φραγκίσκου κ. 
Γερασίμου, Ἐδέσσης καί Πέλλης κ. Ἰωήλ, Νέας 
Ἰερσέης κ. Εὐαγγέλου, Βελγίου κ. Ἀθηναγόρου, 
Ρόδου κ. Κυρίλλου, Ἐλευθερουπόλεως κ. 
Χρυσοστόμου, Σερβίων καί Κοζάνης κ. Παύλου, 
Ἀλεξανδρουπόλεως κ. Ἀνθίμου, Νεαπόλεως καί 
Σταυρουπόλεως κ. Βαρνάβα, Λέρου, Καλύμνου 
καί Ἀστυπαλαίας κ. Παϊσίου, Ρεθύμνης καί 
Αὐλοποτάμου κ. Εὐγενίου, Νέας Ζηλανδίας κ. 
Ἀμφιλοχίου, Κισάμου καί Σελίνου κ. Ἀμφιλοχίου, 
Δράμας κ. Παύλου, Κορέας κ. Ἀμβροσίου, 
Σισανίου καί Σιατίστης κ. Παύλου, Κυδωνίας 
καί Ἀποκορώνου κ. Δαμασκηνοῦ, Ἱσπανίας καί 
Πορτογαλίας κ. Πολυκάρπου, Χόνγκ-Κόνγκ κ. 
Νεκταρίου, Κώου καί Νισύρου κ. Ναθαναήλ, 
Λαγκαδᾶ, Λητῆς καί Ρεντίνης κ. Ἰωάννου, 
Καλλιουπόλεως καί Μαδύτου κ. Στεφάνου, 
Προύσης κ. Ἐλπιδοφόρου, Χίου κ. Μάρκου, 
Σιγκαπούρης κ. Κωνσταντίνου, Αὐστρίας 
κ. Ἀρσενίου, Νικοπόλεως καί Πρεβέζης κ. 
Χρυσοστόμου, Ἱερισσοῦ, Ἁγίου Ὄρους καί 
Ἀρδαμερίου κ. Θεοκλήτου, Κυδωνιῶν κ. 
Ἀθηναγόρου, Μαρωνείας καί Κομοτηνῆς κ. 
Παντελεήμονος, Κίτρους κ. Γεωργίου, Σουηδίας 
καί πάσης Σκανδιναυΐας κ. Κλεόπα, Ἰωαννίνων κ. 
Μαξίμου, Ἐλασσῶνος κ. Χαρίτωνος, Σηλυβρίας κ. 
Μαξίμου, Γρεβενῶν κ. Δαβίδ, Ἀδριανουπόλεως κ. 
Ἀμφιλοχίου, Ὄουλου κ. Ἠλία καί Νέας Κρήνης 
καί Καλαμαριᾶς κ. Ἰουστίνου καί τῶν Πανιερ. 
Διοκλείας κ. Καλλίστου, Ἱεραπόλεως κ. Ἀντωνίου 
καί Τελμησσοῦ κ. Ἰώβ.

Μετά τό Ἱ. Εὐαγγέλιον ἀνεγνώσθη ἀπό τοῦ 
Ἱεροῦ Ἄμβωνος, ὑπό τοῦ Πανοσιολ. Ἀρχιμανδρίτου 
κ. Βαρθολομαίου, Ἀρχιγραμματέως τῆς Ἁγίας καί 
Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου, τό καθιερωμένον Μήνυμα τῆς Α. 

Θ. Παναγιότητος, ἐπί τῇ ἡμέρᾳ προσευχῶν ὑπέρ 
τοῦ Περιβάλλοντος. 

Ἐκκλησιάσθησαν οἱ Θεοφιλ. Ἐπίσκοποι τοῦ 
Θρόνου, Κυανέων κ. Χρυσόστομος, Δέρβης κ. 
Ἰεζεκιήλ, Λαμψάκου κ. Μακάριος, Ἀπολλωνιάδος 
κ. Σεραφείμ, Λεύκης κ. Εὐμένιος, Τροπαίου 
κ. Ἀθανάσιος, Ἀνδίδων κ. Χριστοφόρος, 
Φιλομηλίου κ. Ἠλίας, Ἀριανζοῦ κ. Βαρθολομαῖος, 
Γιόενσου κ. Ἄρσένιος, Edmonton κ. Ἱλαρίων, 
Κρατείας κ. Ἀνδρέας, Μωκησσοῦ κ. Δημήτριος, 
Ἀβύδου κ. Κύριλλος, Παμφίλου κ. Δανιήλ, 
Tartu κ. Ἠλίας, Pärnu καί Saare κ. Ἀλέξανδρος, 
Ζήλων κ. Σεβαστιανός, Σκοπέλου κ. Παγκράτιος, 
Νύσσης κ. Γρηγόριος, Ἀμορίου κ. Νικηφόρος, 
Μηδείας κ. Ἀπόστολος, Ρηγίου κ. Εἰρηναῖος, 
Χριστουπόλεως κ. Μακάριος καί Ἁλικαρνασσοῦ 
κ. Ἀδριανός.

Παρέστησαν συμπροσευχόμενοι ἐπίσης οἱ 
Σεβ. Μητροπολίτης Κυρηνείας κ. Χρυσόστομος, 
ἐκ τῆς Ἐκκλησίας Κύπρου, καί Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος 
Ἀνθηδῶνος κ. Νεκτάριος, Ἐπίτροπος τοῦ 
Παναγίου Τάφου ἐν τῇ Πόλει, ὁ ἐν αὐτῇ 
ΡΚαθολικός Ἐπίσκοπος κ. Louis Pelâtre, Κληρικοί 
ἐκ διαφόρων Ἱ. Μητροπόλεων, Ἄρχοντες 
Ὀφφικιάλιοι, οἱ Ἐξοχ. κ. Γεώργιος Καλαντζῆς, 
Ἄρχων Ρεφερενδάριος, πρῴην Ὑπουργός, καί 
κ. Κυριακός Λουκάκης, Πρέσβυς τῆς Ἑλλάδος 
ἐν Ἀγκύρᾳ, ὁ Ἐντιμ. κ. Εὐάγγελος Σέκερης, Γεν. 
Πρόξενος ἐν τῇ Πόλει, ἡ Εὐγεν. κ. Παρασκευή 
Χαριτίδου, Πρόξενος ἐν Ἀδριανουπόλει, 
Ὁμογενειακοί παράγοντες καί πλῆθος πιστῶν 
ἐντεῦθεν καί ἐκ τοῦ ἐξωτερικοῦ.

Μετά τό πέρας τῆς Θείας Λειτουργίας 
ἐτελέσθη ἡ καθιερωμένη τελετή τῆς Ἰνδίκτου, 
ἀνεγνώσθη ὑπό τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος, τοῦ 
Πατριάρχου, ἡ νενομισμένη εὐχή καί Πρᾶξις τῆς 
νέας Θ´ Ἰνδικτιῶνος, ὑπογραφεῖσα ἀκολούθως 
ὑπ᾿ Αὐτοῦ τε καί ὑπό τῶν συγχοροστατησάντων 
ἁγίων Ἀρχιερέων, οἵτινες ἀντήλλαξαν μετ᾿ 
Αὐτοῦ τόν ἐν Χριστῷ ἀσπασμόν ἐπί τῷ νέῳ 
ἐκκλησιαστικῷ ἔτει. 

Ἀκολούθως, ὁ Πατριάρχης ἡγίασε τό 
ἐκκλησίασμα διά τοῦ Ἁγιασμοῦ τῆς 1ης τοῦ 
μηνός καί ηὐχήθη εἰς ἅπαντας εὐλογημένον ἀπό 
Θεοῦ καί τῆς Παμμακαρίστου Θεοτόκου τόν 
ἀρξάμενον νέον ἐκκλησιαστικόν ἐνιαυτόν.

 Η ΕΟΡΤΗ ΤΗΣ ΙΝΔΙΚΤΟΥ ΕΝ ΤΟΙΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΕΙΟΙΣ
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Ιερά Σύναξις Iεραρχών Οικουμενικού Θρόνου
ἐν Μέσῃ Ἀνατολῇ. Ἀναφέρεται χαρακτηριστικῶς 
ὅτι μόνον ἐκ Ρουμανίας ὑπάρχουν ἐκατομμύρια 
μεταναστῶν εἰς Ἰταλίαν καί Ἰσπανίαν. Ἀκόμη καί 
εἰς τάς Ἡνωμένας Πολιτείας παρά τούς ἰσχυρούς 
καί ἀκάμπτους μεταναστευτικούς νόμους ἔχει 
παρατηρηθῆ κατά τά τελευταία δέκα ἔτη εἰσροή 
μεγάλου ἀριθμοῦ μεταναστῶν ἐκ Βαλκανίων, 
Οὐκρανίας καί Μέσης Ἀνατολῆς. Τό ἐκ Μέσης 
Ἀνατολῆς μεταναστευτικόν ρεῦμα εἶναι ἐντόνως 
ἐμφανές καί εἰς τήν Νότιον Ἀμερικήν. Ὡς ἐκ 
τούτου, αἱ προτάσεις διά τήν ὐπέρβασιν τῆς 
κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας ἐν τῇ Διασπορᾷ φαίνεται 
ἐν τοῖς πράγμασι νά προσκόπτουν, τουλάχιστον 
ἐπί τοῦ παρόντος, εἰς σοβαρότατα ἐμπόδια, τά 
ὁποῖα δέν ὑπῆρχον προηγουμένως. Πάντως δέον 
νά ληφθῇ ὑπ’ ὄψιν ὅτι αἱ λοιπαί Εἰδικαί Ἐπιτροπαί, 
σχεδόν ὅλων τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων τῆς 
Διασοπᾶς, ἠργάσθησαν μεθοδικῶς καί μετά ζήλου 
καί πίστεως, πραγματοποιήσασαι ἔργον ἐξαίρετον 
ἀναφερόμενον εἰς οὐσιώδη θέματα τῆς ζωῆς τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας.   

4.  Ἐπιτεύγματα 
τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων
Ἐκ τῶν ὑποβληθεισῶν ἐκθέσεων συνάγεται 

τό συμπέρασμα ὅτι αἱ Ἐπισκοπικαί Συνελεύσεις τῆς 
Διασπορᾶς ἀπετέλεσαν σαφῶς καί άναντιρρήτως 
θετικόν βῆμα εἰς πέντε βασικούς τομεῖς ζωτικῆς 
σημασίας διά τήν Ἐκκλησίαν, ἤτοι  1) Εἰς 
προσέγγισιν καί στενοτέραν σχέσιν μεταξύ τῶν 
Ὀρθοδόξων ἑκάστης περιοχῆς, 2) εἰς ἰσχυροτέραν 
μαρτυρίαν τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Πίστεως, 3) εἰς 
δημιουργίαν κοινῶν δραστηριοτήτων ποιμαντικοῦ, 
λειτουργικοῦ καί ἐκπαιδευτικοῦ χαρακτῆρος ὑπό 
τῶν Ὀρθοδόξων Παρουσιῶν εἰς ἑκάστην χώραν, 4) 
εἰς βελτίωσιν τῶν σχέσεων μετά τῶν ἑτεροδόξων 
ἐν ἑκάστῃ γεωγραφικῇ περιοχῇ, καί 5) εἰς ἐπίτευξιν 
πλεονεκτημάτων ἀπό πλευρᾶς κρατικῶν παροχῶν 
καί διευκολύνσεων λόγῳ τῆς σοβαρᾶς ἐμφανίσεως 
τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας ὑπό τήν μορφήν τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν 
Συνελεύσεων. Τά ἀνωτέρω συνιστοῦν πολύ 
ἀξιόλογα ἐπιτεύγματα, πραγματοποιηθέντα, θεία 
χάριτι, εἰς σχετικῶς βραχύ χρονικόν διάστημα. 
Εἰς ὅλας τάς ἐκθέσεις τῶν ἀδελφῶν Ἱεραρχῶν 
προέδρων τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων 
εἶναι ἐκδηλος ἡ ἐν Κυρίῳ ἰκανοποίησις ἐκ τῆς 
δημιουργίας καί λειτουργίας τῶν Συνελεύσεων καί 
τῶν Εἰδικῶν Ἐπιτροπῶν αὐτῶν. 

5.  Προβληματικά σημεῖα 
συνδεόμενα μέ τάς Συνελεύσεις
Ὡς ἦτο ὅμως φυσικόν ὑπῆρξαν καί 

προβληματικά σημεῖα συνδεόμενα μέ τάς 
Συνελεύσεις ,  ἐπισημανθέντα ὑπό τῶν 
Σεβασμιωτάτων Προέδρων τῶν Συνελεύσεων εἰς 
τάς ἐκθέσεις αὐτῶν. 

Πρῶτον, διεπιστώθη ὅτι εἰς πλείστας 
τῶν Συνελεύσεων ὡρισμένοι Ἀρχιερεῖς ἐκ 
διαφόρων Παρουσιῶν ἔδειξαν ἀδιαφορίαν, δέν 
μετέσχον εἰς τάς Συνελεύσεις ἤ εὗρον αὐτάς 
ὡς εὐκαιρίαν προβολῆς ἰδιοτελῶν σκοπῶν καί 
σχεδίων. Οἱ Σεβασμιώτατοι ἀδελφοί Πρόεδροι 
τῶν Συνελεύσεων, Ἀρχιερεῖς, πάντοτε τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ ἡμῶν Πατριαρχείου, ἐπέδειξαν εἰς 
ὅλας ἀνεξαιρέτως τάς περιπτώσεις θαυμαστήν 
ὑπομονήν, σοφίαν ἀλλά καί ἀποφασιστικότητα 
πρός ἀντιμετώπισιν τῶν ὡς ἄνω περιπτώσεων, 
ἐπιτυχόντες οὕτω τήν κατά τό δυνατόν μείωσιν τῶν 
ἀρνητικῶν ἀποτελεσμάτων ἐκ τῆς ἀνεπιτρέπτου 
στάσεως καί τῶν ἀκόμψων ἐνεργειῶν ὡρισμένων 
Ἱεραρχῶν.

Δεύτερον, ἀνεφέρθη καί συνεζητήθη ὡς 
προβληματικόν σημεῖον ἡ ὀνομασία Ἐπισκοπική 
Συνέλευσις. Ὑπό πολλῶν Ἱεραρχῶν ἐτέθη τό 
ἐρώτημα διατί ἐπελέγη ἡ ὀνομασία Συνέλευσις, 
ἀποτελοῦσα ὅρον μᾶλλον πολιτικῆς παρά 
ἐκκλησιαστικῆς προελεύσεως, ἐνῶ ἡ Ἐκκλησία 
γνωρίζει καί χρησιμοποιεῖ ἐκ μακρᾶς παραδόσεως 
τήν ὀνομασίαν Σύνοδος, ὅταν μάλιστα πρόκειται 
περί Ἐπισκοπικοῦ ἱεροῦ σώματος. Τό ἐρώτημα 
συνάπτεται καί πρός τό γεγονός ὅτι αἱ Ἐπισκοπικαί 
Συνελεύσεις, μή οὖσαι Σύνοδοι, δέν ἔχουν κατ΄ 
οὐσίαν διοικητικόν κῦρος ἐπί τῶν Παρουσιῶν 
αἵτινες συγκροτοῦν αὐτάς, ἀλλά παραμένουν 
ἁπλῶς καί ἀορίστως συμβουλευτικά ὄργανα.

Τρίτον, ἐδημιούργησε προβληματισμόν τό 
θέμα τοῦ τρόπου λήψεως ἀποφάσεων εἰς τάς 
Συνελεύσεις. Ἡ ὁδηγία τῆς Διασκέψεως τοῦ 
Σαμπεζύ καθιερώνει κατά τρόπον ἀπαράβατον 
ὅτι αἱ ἀποφάσεις λαμβάνονται· καθ’ ὁμοφωνίαν 

τῶν συμμετεχουσῶν Παρουσιῶν καί οὐχί κατά 
πλειονοψηφίαν. Τοῦτο πρακτικῶς σημαίνει ὅτι 
Ἀρχιερεύς ἐκπροσωπῶν Παρουσίαν τινά ἔχουσαν 
μόνον τρεῖς ἤ τεσσάρας ἐνορίας δύναται νά 
προβάλῃ ἀρνησικυρίαν (Veto) ἔναντι ἀποφάσεως 
προτεινομένης ὑπό τοῦ συνόλου τῶν Ἀρχιερέων 
τῶν ἐκπροσωπούντων τάς λοιπάς ἐν τῇ Ἐπισκοπικῇ 
Συνελεύσει ἐκατοντάδας ἐάν ὄχι χιλιάδας ἐνοριῶν. 
Εἰς τήν Ἐκτελεστικήν Ἐπιτροπήν τῆς Ἐπισκοπικῆς 
Συνελεύσεως ἐν Η.Π.Α. ἐγένετο μακρά συζήτησις 
ἐν προκειμένῳ. Ἐλέχθη συναφῶς ὅτι ὑπῆρξαν 
περιπτώσεις ἀποφάσεων παμψηφεί ἤ καθ’ 
ὁμοφωνίαν εἰς ἐκκλησιαστικούς, (Σύνοδοι κτλ.), 
πολιτικούς ἤ κρατικούς (Κοινοβούλια), καί 
Διεθνεῖς Ὀργανισμούς (Ο.Η.Ε.), ἀλλά τοῦτο 
δέν ἀποτελεῖ πάγιον καί μοναδικόν τρόπον 
λήψεως ἀποφάσεων. Ἡ κρατοῦσα παγκοσμίως καί 
διαχρονικῶς μέθοδος εἶναι ἡ διά πλειονοψηφίας, ἡ 
ὁποία ἔχει καί τήν δυνατότητα εὐελιξίας ἀναλόγως 
τῶν δεδομένων ἐν ἑκάστῃ περιπτώσει, ἤτοι ἁπλῆ 
πλειονοψηφία τοῦ 51% ἥ πλειονοψηφία τῶν 
2/3 (δύο τρίτων) ἤ 3/4 (τριῶν τετάρτων) ἐπί τοῦ 
συνόλου τῶν ψηφιζόντων.

Ἀναφέρομεν τό θέμα τοῦτο διότι αἱ ἀνά 
τόν κόσμον Ἐπισκοπικαί Συνελεύσεις καί 
αἱ Ἐπιτροπαί αὐτῶν ἀντιμετωπίζουν καί θά 
ἀντιμετωπίσουν πλείστας περιπτώσεις ἔνθα ἡ 
ὁμοφωνία εἶναι δύσκολος, ἄν ὄχι ἀδύνατος ἐνῶ 
ἐνδεχομένως ὑπάρχει πλειονοψηφία τοῦ 90% τῶν 
συμμετεχόντων. Τό τοιοῦτον σημαίνει αὐτομάτως 
ἀδυναμίαν ἤ χρονοβόρον ἀναβολήν λήψεως 
ἀποφάσεων.

Ἕν τέταρτον προβληματικόν σημεῖον, 
σχετίζεται πρός  τόν βασικόν σκοπόν τῶν 
Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων, καθορισθέντα ὑπό 
τῆς ἐν Σαμπεζύ Διασκέψεως (Ἄρθρον 5), ἤτοι τόν 
καταρτισμόν σχεδίου πρός ὑπερνίκησιν τῆς ἐν τῇ 
Διασπορᾷ κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας. Ὡς διεπιστώθη 
ἐκ τῶν σχετικῶν ἐκθέσεων, αἱ Ἐπισκοπικαί 
Συνελεύσεις δέν παρουσίασαν τοιοῦτον σχέδιον. 
Ἀκόμη καί ἡ συναφής προσπάθεια, ἡ ἀναληφθεῖσα 
ὡς ἤδη εἴπομεν ὑπό τῆς ἐν Η.Π.Α. Ἐπισκοπικῆς 
Συνελεύσεως καί πραγματοποιήσασα  ὡρισμένα 
θετικά βήματα εὑρέθη αἰφνιδίως πρό σχεδόν 
ἀνυπερβλήτων δυσχερειῶν.

Ἐάν ὁ μνημονευθείς βασικός σκοπός 
ἱδρύσεως τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων, καί 
μάλιστα ὀργανικῶς συνδεδεμένος μέ τήν Ἁγίαν καί 
Μεγάλην Σύνοδον, προσκόπτει εἰς σοβαρώτατα 
ἐμπόδια, τίθεται τό εὔλογον ἐρώτημα : Τί θά γίνῃ 
μετά τήν Ἁγίαν καί Μεγάλην Σύνοδον; Θά ἔχουν 
λόγον ὑπάρξεως αἱ Ἐπισκοπικαί Συνελεύσεις 
τῆς Διασπορᾶς μέ σκοπόν τήν ὑπέρβασιν τῆς 
κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας; Τό ὡς ἄνω ἐρώτημα ἔχει 
οὐσιαστικήν σημασίαν γενικῶς μέν ἀλλά κυρίως 
διά τάς περιπτώσεις ἐκείνας κατά τάς ὁποίας ὑπό 
τήν Ἐπισκοπικήν Συνέλευσιν λειτουργοῦν μεγάλοι 
καί ἰσχυροί Πανορθόδοξοι Ὀργανισμοί. Σχετικά 
παραδείγματα ἀναφέρονται ἐν Ἀμερικῇ ὡς εἶναι ὁ 
Ὀργανισμός IOCC (International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities – Διεθνής Ὀρθόδοξος Χριστιανική 
Φιλανθρωπία) καί OCMC (Orthodox Christian 
Mission Center - Ὀρθόδοξον Χριστιανικόν 
Κέντρον Ἱεραποστολῆς). Ἐπίσης ἡ συνέχεια 
ὑπάρξεως τῶν Συνελεύσεων ἔχει ἀποφασιστικήν 
σημασίαν διά τά κράτη ἔνθα ἡ Ἐπισκοπική 
Συνέλευσις ἀποτελεῖ τήν ἐπίσημον διά τό κράτος 
ἀναγνώρισιν τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας. Τοῦτο 
εὐλόγως καθιστᾶ ἀπαραίτητον τήν συνέχειαν 
ὑπάρξεως  καί λειτουργίας τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν 
Συνελεύσεων.  

Πέμπτον:  Ἕν ἀκόμη σημεῖον χρῆζον πιθανῶς 
μελέτης, καί ἴσως ἀναθεωρήσεως, συνδέεται μετά 
μνημονευθέντος Ἄρθρου τοῦ Κανονισμοῦ τῆς 
Διασκέψεως τοῦ Σαμπεζύ ἔχοντος ὡς ἑξῆς : 

«Μέλη τῆς Ἐπισκοπικῆς Συνελεύσεως εἶναι 
καί ὅσοι ὑπερόριοι ὀρθόδοξοι ἐπίσκοποι ἀσκοῦν 
ποιμαντικήν διακονίαν ἐνοριῶν τῆς Περιοχῆς» 
(Ἄρθρον 1, Παραγρ. 2). Τοῦτο εἰς τήν πρᾶξιν 
σημαίνει ὅτι Ἐπίσκοπος ἀσκῶν τήν διακονίαν του λ. 
χ. μέ δέκα ἐνορίας εἰς τήν χώραν τῆς διαμονῆς του, 
δύναται νά μετέχῃ εἰς τήν Ἐπισκοπικήν Συνέλευσιν 
ἄλλης χώρας ἔνθα συμβαίνει νά ἔχῃ ἕστω καί μίαν 
μόνον ἐνορίαν. Καί δύναται βεβαίως ὁ Ἐπίσκοπος 
οὗτος, ἐκπροσωπῶν Ἐκκλησιαστικήν Παρουσίαν 
Αὐτοκεφάλου Ἐκκλησίας, νά διαφωνήσῃ πρός 
ἀποφάσεις τοῦ συνόλου τῶν Ἐπισκόπων τῆς χώρας 
εἰς τήν ὁποίαν δέν διαμένει. Ἐν ἄλλοις λόγοις, 
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ὁ ῥηθείς ἐπίσκοπος διαθέτει πλῆρες δικαίωμα 
ἀρνησικυρίας (Veto), δυνάμενος, ἕνεκα τῆς ἀρχῆς 
λήψεως ἀποφάσεων μόνον δι’ ὁμοφωνίας, νά 
ἐμποδίσῃ σοβαράς ἀποφάσεις τῆς συντριπτικῆς 
τοπικῆς πλειονοψηφίας τῶν Ἐπισκόπων τῆς χώρας.  

6. Τελικαί Παρατηρήσεις     
 Ἐν κατακλεῖδι καί συμπερασματικῶς 

ὑποβάλλω εὐλαβῶς τά ἑξῆς : 
1) Πρῶτον:  Ἡ δημιουργία καί λειτουργία 

τῶν ἀνά τόν κόσμον Συνελεύσεων τῶν Κανονικῶν 
Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐπισκόπων ὑπῆρξε γεγονός 
εὐλόγως καί ἀναμφισβητήτως πολύ θετικόν, 
προαγωγικόν τῆς ἑνότητος καί συνεργασίας 
μεταξύ τῶν Ὀρθοδόξων Παρουσιῶν ἑκάστης 
χώρας τῆς Διασπορᾶς. Ὑπήρξεν ἐπίσης ὀρθόδοξον 
ἐκκλησιαστικόν ἐπίτευγμα ἀποφασιστικῆς 
σημασίας δι’ ἰσχυροτέραν προσφοράν τῆς 
Ὀρθοδόξου Μαρτυρίας, τήν βελτίωσιν τῆς 
ποιμαντικῆς μερίμνης, τήν κάλυψιν λειτουργικῶν 
ἀναγκῶν καί τήν ὑπεύθυνον ἀνάληψιν 
πανορθοδόξων δραστηριοτήτων κοινωνικῆς 
οἰκονομικῆς, καί φιλανθρωπικῆς φύσεως. Κοινή 
καί ἰσχυρά πεποίθησις ἀπορρέουσα ἐκ τῆς 
μελέτης ὅλων τῶν ἐκθέσεων τῶν Προέδρων τῶν 
Συνελεύσεων, εἶναι ὅτι αἱ Ἐπισκοπικαί αὗται 
Συνελεύσεις πρέπει νά συνεχίσουν τήν ὕπαρξιν καί 
λειτουργίαν των συμπεριλαμβάνουσαι εἰς τό ἔργον 
αὐτῶν καί τήν προσπάθειαν ἐξευρέσεως λύσεως 
τῆς ἐν τῇ Διασπορᾷ κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας, παρά 
τά ὑφιστάμενα ἐμπόδια.

Πρέπει εἰς τό σημεῖον αὐτό νά λεχθῇ ὅτι τό 
ζήτημα τῆς ὑπερβάσεως τῆς κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας 
καί τῆς περαιτέρω λειτουργίας τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν 
Συνελεύσεων συνδέεται ἐπί πλέον οὐσιωδῶς καί μέ 
τήν φύσιν καί τήν ἀποστολήν τῆς Διασπορᾶς. Διά 
τήν ἀνά τόν κόσμον Διασποράν ἰσχύει ἀπολύτως ἡ 
ἐντολή τοῦ Κυρίου εἰς τό τέλος τοῦ κατά Ματθαῖον 
Εὐαγγελίου : 

Ἐδόθη μοι πᾶσα ἐξουσία ἐν οὐρανῷ καὶ ἐπὶ 
γῆς. Πορευθέντες οὖν μαθητεύσατε πάντα τὰ ἔθνη, 
βαπτίζοντες αὐτοὺς εἰς τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ Πατρὸς καὶ 
τοῦ Υἱοῦ καὶ τοῦ ἁγίου Πνεύματος, διδάσκοντες 
αὐτοὺς τηρεῖν πάντα ὅσα ἐνετειλάμην ὑμῖν· (Ματθ. 
28: 18-20), ὡς ἐπίσης καί εἰς τήν ἀρχήν τοῦ βιβλίου 
τῶν Πράξεων,

Λήψεσθε δύναμιν ἐπελθόντος τοῦ Ἁγίου 
Πνεύματος ἐφ’ὑνμᾶς, καί ἔσεσθέ μοι μάρτυρες ἔν 
τε Ἱερουσαλήμ καί ἐν πάσῃ τῇ Ἰουδαία καί Σαμαρείᾳ 
καί ἕως ἐσχάτου τῆς γῆς (Πράξεων 1:8).

(Βλ. ἐπίσης Μάρκου 13:10 «Εἰς πάντα τά ἕθνη 
δεῖ πρῶτον κηρυχθῆναι τό Εὐαγγέλιον»)

Ἐπιτρέψατέ μοι, παρακαλῶ, νά ἀναφέρω ἐν 
προκειμένῳ καί τήν συγκλονιστικήν διακήρυξιν 
τοῦ Ἀποστόλου Παύλου εἰς τήν πρός Ρωμαίους 
Ἐπιστολήν του:  Οὐ γὰρ θέλω ὑμᾶς ἀγνοεῖν, 
ἀδελφοί, τὸ μυστήριον τοῦτο, ἵνα μὴ ἦτε ἐν ἑαυτοῖς 
φρόνιμοι, ὅτι πώρωσις ἀπὸ μέρους τῷ Ἰσραὴλ 
γέγονεν ἄχρι οὗ τὸ πλήρωμα τῶν ἐθνῶν εἰσέλθῃ, καί 
οὕτω πᾶς Ἰσραήλ σωθήσεται. (Ρωμ. 11:25) 

Ὁ μέγας Ἀπόστολος διαβλέπει μέν τήν 
τελικήν ἐν Χριστῷ σωτηρίαν τοῦ Ἰσραήλ ἀλλά 
ἀποκαλύπτει ὅτι τοῦτο θά συμβῇ ὅταν τό πλήρωμα 
τῶν Ἐθνῶν εἰσέλθῃ εἰς τό Εὐαγγέλιον. Καί τό 
πλήρωμα τῶν Ἐθνῶν δέν θά εἰσέλθη εἰς τό 
Εὐαγγέλιον, ἐάν τό Εὐαγγέλιον δέν διαδοθῇ εἰς 
πάντα τά Ἔθνη. Οἱ ἀνωτέρω βαρυσήμαντοι καί 
ἱερότατοι Κυριακοί καί Ἀποστολικοί λόγοι ἠχοῦν 
μονίμως εἰς τούς χώρους τῆς Διασπορᾶς, ἡ ὁποία 
ἔχει συνείδησιν τῆς ἰδιαιτέρας σωτηριολογικῆς 
ἀποστολῆς της. Συνεπῶς οἱονδήποτε ἐμπόδιον, 
κανονικῆς ἤ ἄλλης φύσεως, ἀντιστρατεύεται εἰς 
τήν σωτηριολογικήν αὐτήν ἀποστολήν πρέπει νά 
ἐξουδετερωθῇ πλήρως.

2) Δεύτερον: Τό θέμα τῆς ρυθμίσεως τῆς 
κανονικῆς ἀνωμαλίας ἐν τῇ Διασπορᾷ φαίνεται, 
ὡς ἐλέχθη ἤδη, νά προσκρούῃ εἰς σοβαρά ἐμπόδια. 
Ἤδη ἐγένετο σχετική μνεία, ἀλλά ἐπιτρέψατέ 
μοι νά ὑποβάλω ἐπισημαίνων τρία κυρίως. Τό 
πρῶτον σοβαρόν ἐμπόδιον εἶναι ἡ ὑπό ὡρισμένων 
Αὐτοκεφάλων Ἐκκλησιῶν μή ἀναγνώρισις τῆς 
θεμελιώδους κανονικῆς ἐκκλησιολογικῆς ἀρχῆς 
ὅτι ἡ δικαιοδοσία τῶν χωρῶν τῆς διασπορᾶς ἀνήκει 
ἀποκλειστικῶς καί μόνον εἰς τό Οἰκουμενικόν 
Πατριαρχεῖον.  

Τό δεύτερον σοβαρόν ἐμπόδιον, συνδεόμενον 
εὐθέως μέ τό πρῶτον εἶναι ὁ ἰσχυρισμός  ὅτι 
αἱ Αὐτοκέφαλοι Ἐκκλησίαι δύνανται νά ἔχουν 
ἀπεριόριστον κατ’ οὐσίαν δικαιοδοσίαν εἰς 

οἱανδήποτε ἀνά τήν Οἰκουμένην χώραν ἐκτός τοῦ 
ἀμέσου γεωγραφικοῦ χώρου τῆς ἀρχικῆς τοπικῆς 
δικαιοδοσίας των. 

Τό τρίτον σημαντικόν ἐμπόδιον ἀναφέρεται 
εἰς τό φαινόμενον τοῦ μεγάλου ἀριθμοῦ 
πρωτογενῶν μεταναστῶν τῶν τελευταίων ἐτῶν, 
οἱ ὁποῖοι προφανῶς ἐντάσσονται εἰς τό σῶμα τῆς 
Διασπορᾶς. Ἔχει ἐν τούτοις παρατηρηθῆ ὅτι οἱ ἐν 
λόγῳ μετανάσται ἔχουν κατά τό πλεῖστον μᾶλλον 
ἑθνικήν παρά ὀρθόδοξον ταυτότητα καί συνείδησιν. 
Διά τοῦτο καί δέν συνδέονται μέ τήν Ἐκκλησίαν 
των τῆς Διασπορᾶς. Ἐνταῦθα ὑπεισέρχεται 
αὐτομάτως ἡ ἔννοια τοῦ ἑθνοφυλετισμοῦ ὑπό 
ἰδιότυπον μορφήν, συνιστῶσαν οὐχί ἀσήμαντον 
ἐμπόδιον.

Οὕτως ἐχόντων τῶν πραγμάτων, ἡ συζήτησις 
περί ἄρσεως τῆς ἐν Διασπορᾷ ἀνωμαλίας δέν 
φαίνεται νά ἐξαρτᾶται κατά πρῶτον λόγον 
ἀπό τάς τοπικάς Ἐπισκοπικάς Συνελεύσεις, 
τάς καθορισθείσας ὑπό τῆς Διασκέψεως τοῦ 
Σαμπεζύ, ἀλλά ἀπό τάς Αὐτοκεφάλους Ἐκκλησίας 
τάς ἐχούσας παρουσίας ἐν τῇ Διασπορᾷ καί 
συγκεκριμένως ἀπό τά Πατριαρχεῖα Ἀντιοχείας, 
Μόσχας, Σερβίας, Ρουμανίας, Βουλγαρίας, 
Γεωργίας καί τήν Αὐτοκέφαλον Ἐκκλησίαν 
Πολωνίας. Τό Οἰκουμενικόν ἡμῶν Πατριαρχεῖον 
ἔκαμε ἐν προκειμένῳ πολλά, συνεχῆ καί μεγάλα 
βήματα. Τοῦτο ὅμως δυστυχῶς δέν συνέβη μέ ὅλας 
τάς Αὐτοκεφάλους Ἐκκλησίας. 

Ἐν ὄψει τῶν ἀνωτέρω μνημονευθεισῶν 
θεμελιωδῶν ἐκκλησιολογικῶν τοποθετήσεων 
ὡρισμένων Αὐτοκεφάλων Ἐκκλησιῶν, τό ὅλον 
θέμα περί ἄρσεως τῆς ἐν τῇ  Διασπορᾷ κανονικῆς 
ἀνωμαλίας χρήζει βασικῆς ἐπανεξετάσεως. Ἐν 
γνώσει βεβαίως ὅτι τήν κυρίαν εὐθύνην διά τήν 
κανονικήν ἀνωμαλίαν δέν τήν φέρουν οἱ Κληρικοί 
καί Λαϊκοί τῆς Διασπορᾶς, οἱ ἀγωνιζόμενοι 
μετά ζήλου καί θυσιῶν διά τήν προβολήν τῆς 
Ὀρθοδοξίας εἰς μή ὀρθόδοξα ἤ ἀντι-ὄρθόδοξα 
περιβάλλοντα, ἀλλά αἱ Αὐτοκέφαλοι Ἐκκλησίαι 
ἐκ τῶν ὁποίων οὗτοι προέρχονται.                    

Παναγιώτατε Δέσποτα,
Ὑποβάλλω Ὑμῖν πάλιν καί πολλάκις τάς 

θερμοτάτας εὐλαβεῖς εὐχαριστίας μου διά τήν 
ἐξαίρετον τιμήν καί εὐλογίαν τῆς ἀναθέσεως εἰς 
τήν ταπεινότητά  μου τῆς παρούσης εἰσηγήσεως. 
Ἐπιτρέψατέ μοι ἵνα ἐπίσης ὑποβάλω τήν 
ὁλοκάρδιον εὐγνωμοσύνην τῶν Σεβασμιωτάτων 
καί Θεοφιλεστάτων Προέδρων καί Μελῶν διά 
τήν ἀνά τήν Οἰκουμένην ὕπαρξιν καί λειτουργίαν 
τῶν Συνελεύσεων τῶν Κανονικῶν Ὀρθόδοξων 
Ἐπισκόπων.  Εἶναι τοῖς πᾶσι γνωστόν ὅτι ἡ 
δημιουργία καί ὕπαρξις τῶν Ἐπισκοπικῶν αὐτῶν 
Συνελεύσεων ὀφείλεται κατ’ οὐσίαν εἰς τήν 
Ὑμετέραν Πατριαρχικήν Θεοκίνητον πράγματι, 
πρωτοβουλίαν. Ἡ γένεσις καί λειτουργία τῶν 
Συνελεύσεων ἐπί ἕξ ἤδη ἔτη, εἶναι ἀσφαλῶς 
ἀποτέλεσμα τῆς Ὑμετέρας ἀνυστάκτου 
Πατριαρχικῆς μερίμνης καί τοῦ Ὑμετέρου 
«παροξυσμοῦ ἀγάπης,» (Ἐβρ. 10:24) «ὑπέρ τῆς 
εἰρήνης τοῦ σύμπαντος κόσμου, εὐσταθείας τῶν 
ἁγίων τοῦ Θεοῦ Ἐκκλησιῶν καί τῆς τῶν πάντων 
ἐνώσεως» (Θεία Λειτουργία Ἁγίου Ἰωάννου 
Χρυσοστόμου).

Ἐπί τῇ εὐκαιρίᾳ ταύτῃ, δεόμεθα τοῦ Κυρίου 
ἐκτενῶς ἵνα αἱ ἱεραί προσπάθειαι καί ἐν Θεῷ 
πρωτοβουλίαι τῆς Ὑμετέρας Σεπτῆς Κορυφῆς ὑπέρ 
συγκλήσεως τῆς Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης Συνόδου τῶν 
Αὐτοκεφάλων Ἐκκλησιῶν παραγάγουν ἐπίσης 
ἀγλαόκαρπον ἀποτέλεσμα ὡς συνέβη μέ τάς 
Ἐπισκοπικάς Συνελεύσεις.

Στηριζόμενοι πάντοτε εἰς τήν Ὑμετέραν 
Πατριαρχικήν μέριμναν καί ἀγάπην καταθέτομεν 
ἐν εὐλαβείᾳ καί παράκλησιν ὅπως συγκαλεῖτε εἰ 
δυνατόν κατ’ ἔτος σύναξιν τῶν Προέδρων τῶν 
Ἐπισκοπικῶν Συνελεύσεων πρός μελέτην καί κατά 
Θεόν προαγωγήν τοῦ ἱεροῦ τούτου θεσμοῦ. 

Ἡ ἑπί πλέον δυνατότης παροχῆς ὑπό 
τῆς Ὑμετέρας Παναγιότητος ἀκροάσεως καί 
συνεδριάσεως μετά τῶν Ἐκτελεστικῶν Ἐπιτροπῶν 
τῶν Συνελεύσεων θά ἀποτελέσῃ πρόσθετον 
εὐλογίαν Θεοῦ, ὡς συνέβη μέ τήν Ἐκτελεστικήν 
Ἐπιτροπήν τῆς ἐν Η.Π.Α. Ἐπισκοπικῆς 
Συνελεύσεως. 

Τῷ δέ δυναμένῳ ὑπέρ πάντα ποιῆσαι 
ὑπερεκπερισσοῦ ὧν αἰτούμεθα ἤ νοοῦμεν κατά 
τήν δύναμιν τήν ἐνεργουμένην ἐν ἡμῖν, αὐτῷ ἡ δόξα 
ἐν τῇ ἐκκλησίᾳ καί ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ εἰς πάσαν τάς 
γενεάς τοῦ αἰῶνος τῶν αἰώνων· ἀμήν. (Ἐφεσ. 3:20).

Ιερά Σύναξις Iεραρχών Οικουμενικού Θρόνου
(Δ ι ακήρυ ξι ς  Ὀργ αν ι σμοῦ 
Ἡνωμένων Ἐθνῶν).

Ὅθεν, ἡμεῖς, ὁ Οἰκουμενικὸς 
Πατριάρχης καταβάλλομεν 
ἀ π ὸ  ἐ τ ῶ ν  π ρ ο σ π α θ ε ί α ς 
ἐνημερώσεως τῶν πιστῶν τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας μας καὶ ὅλων τῶν 
καλοπροαιρέτων ἀνθρώπων περὶ 
τῶν μεγάλων κινδύνων τοὺς 
ὁποίους συνεπάγεται ἡ ηὐξημένη 
(κατά)-χρῆσις τῶν ἐνεργειακῶν 
πηγῶν, ἡ ὁποία ἐπαπειλεῖ μεγάλην 

κλιματικὴν ἀλλαγὴν καὶ 
θέτει εἰς κίνδυνον τὴν 
ἀειφορίαν τοῦ φυσικοῦ 
περιβάλλοντος.

Ο ἱ  Ὀ ρ θ ό δ ο ξο ι 
Χριστιανοὶ ἐδιδάχθημεν ὑπὸ 

τῶν Πατέρων τῆς Ἐκκλησίας νὰ 
περιορίζωμεν κατὰ τὸ ἐφικτὸν 
τὰς ἀνάγκας μας. Εἰς τὸ ἦθος τοῦ 
καταναλωτισμοῦ ἀντιτάσσομεν 
τὸ ἦθος τῆς ἀσκητικότητος. 
Ἓν ἦθος αὐτοπεριορισμοῦ τῶν 
ἀναγκῶν εἰς τὸ ἀπαραίτητον. 
Τοῦτο δὲν συνεπάγεται στέρησιν 
ἀλλὰ τὴν ἐκλογίκευσιν τῆς 
καταναλώσεως καὶ τὴν ἠθικὴν 
καταδίκην τῆς σπατάλης. «Ἔχοντες 
δὲ διατροφὰς καὶ σκεπάσματα, 
τούτοις ἀρκεσθησόμεθα» (Α΄ Τιμ. ς΄ 
8), μᾶς προτρέπει ὁ Ἀπόστολος τοῦ 
Χριστοῦ. Ὁ ἴδιος ὁ Χριστὸς μετὰ τὸν 
πολλαπλασιασμὸν τῶν πέντε ἄρτων καὶ 
τὸν χορτασμὸν ἐξ αὐτῶν πέντε χιλιάδων 
ἀνδρῶν, ἐκτὸς γυναικῶν καὶ παιδίων, 
ἔδωκεν ἐντολὴν νὰ περισυλλεγοῦν 
τὰ περισσεύματα «ἵνα μή τι ἀπόληται» 
(Ἰωάν. ς΄ 12). Ἀτυχῶς, αἱ σύγχρονοι 
κοινωνίαι ἐγκατέλιπον τὴν ἐφαρμογὴν 
τῆς ἐντολῆς ταύτης, ἐπιδοθεῖσαι εἰς 

τὴν σπατάλην καὶ τὴν ἄλογον χρῆσιν 
πρὸς ἱκανοποίησιν κενοδόξων 

αἰσθημάτων εὐμαρείας. 
Αἱ συμπεριφοραὶ αὗται 
δύνανται ὅμως νὰ ἀλλαγοῦν 

πρὸς ἐξοικονόμησιν πόρων 
καὶ ἐνεργείας διὰ τῆς καταλλήλου ἀγωγῆς.

Ἀδελφοὶ καὶ τέκνα 
ἐν τῷ κοινῷ Δημιουργῷ Κυρίῳ ἡμῶν,
Οἱ ἄνθρωποι εἴμεθα οἱ καταστροφεῖς 

τῆς κτίσεως μὲ τὴν ἀπληστίαν μας, μὲ τὴν 
προσήλωσίν μας εἰς τὴν γῆν, εἰς τὰ ἐπίγεια 
ἀγαθά, τὰ ὁποῖα προσπαθοῦμεν συνεχῶς 
νὰ αὐξήσωμεν, ὡς ὁ «ἄφρων πλούσιος» τοῦ 
Εὐαγγελίου. Λησμονοῦμεν τὸ Ἅγιον Πνεῦμα, 
ἐν τῷ Ὁποίῳ καὶ ζῶμεν καὶ κινούμεθα καὶ 
ἐσμέν. Τοῦτο σημαίνει ὅτι ἡ ἀντιμετώπισις τῆς 
οἰκολογικῆς κρίσεως δύναται νὰ ἐπιτευχθῇ 
συντετονισμένως, πάντοτε ὅμως ἐν Ἁγίῳ 
Πνεύματι, διὰ τῆς Χάριτος τοῦ Ὁποίου 
εὐλογοῦνται αἱ ἀνθρώπινοι προσπάθειαί μας 
καὶ πᾶσα ἡ κτίσις καινουργεῖται καὶ παλινδρομεῖ 
εἰς τὸ πρῶτον, ὡς ἐδημιουργήθη «καλὴ λίαν» 
ὑπὸ τοῦ Θεοῦ. Διὰ τοῦτο καὶ ἡ εὐθύνη τοῦ 

συνδημιουργοῦ καὶ προικισθέντος διὰ τοῦ 
αὐτεξουσίου ἀνθρώπου εἰς τὴν ἀντιμετώπισιν 
τῆς οἰκολογικῆς κρίσεως εἶναι μεγάλη.

Ἡ γῆ ὁμοιάζει μέ «γιγαντιαῖον σωρὸν 
ἀπὸ ἀκαθαρσίαν» (Πάπας Ρώμης Φραγκῖσκος, 
Ἐγκύκλιος 2015). Καὶ αἱ ἀκαθαρσίαι αὐταὶ δὲν 
εἶναι μόνον ὑλικαί, ἀλλὰ πρωτίστως πνευματικαί. 
Εἶναι ἀκαθαρσίαι προερχόμεναι ἐν τῇ οὐσίᾳ ἀπὸ 
ἐμπαθῆ νοήματα τοῦ ἰδίου τοῦ ἀνθρώπου. Ἡμεῖς 
ὅμως, οἱ Ὀρθόδοξοι Χριστιανοί, μὲ βεβαίαν τὴν 
πίστιν πρὸς τὸν Δημιουργὸν πάσης τῆς κτίσεως 
καὶ Παντοκράτορα Κύριον, καλούμεθα νὰ 
ἐπιτελέσωμεν καὶ εἰς τὸ θέμα τῆς προστασίας 
πάσης τῆς κτίσεως ἔργον εὐαγγελιστοῦ, ἔργον 
ἀποστολικόν: νὰ ἀνα ζωπυρώ σωμεν, δηλαδή, 
τὴν χαρμόσυνον εὐαγγελικὴν ἀγγελίαν εἰς 
τὸν σύγχρονον ταραγμένον κόσμον καὶ νὰ 
ἀφυπνίσωμεν τὴν ὑπνώτ τουσαν πνευματικὴν 
φύσιν τοῦ πολλαπλῶς, πολυμερῶς καὶ 
πολυτρόπως δοκιμαζομένου ἀνθρώπου καὶ νὰ 
μεταδώσωμεν μήνυ μα ἐλπίδος καὶ εἰρήνης καὶ 
πραγματικῆς χαρᾶς· τῆς εἰρή νης καὶ τῆς χαρᾶς 
τοῦ Χριστοῦ.

Ταῦτα φρονοῦντες καὶ ταῦτα πρεσβεύοντες, 
καὶ διακηρύττοντες τὴν ἀλήθειαν ταύτην ἀπὸ 
τῶν βαθμίδων τοῦ Ἁγιωτάτου Ἀποστολικοῦ καὶ 
Πατριαρχικοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Θρόνου, καλοῦμεν 
πάντας εἰς ἐγρήγορσιν νοός, εἰς ἀπαλλαγὴν 
ἐμπαθῶν λογισμῶν καὶ συμφεροντολογικῶν 
κινήσεων, ὥστε νὰ ζῶμεν ἐν ἁρμονίᾳ πρὸς τὸν 
πλησίον καὶ μὲ τὴν λίαν καλῶς δημιουργηθεῖσαν 
ὑπὸ τοῦ Θεοῦ κτίσιν, καὶ εὐχόμεθα καὶ 
προσευχόμεθα μετὰ τοῦ «τρανώσαντος τὴν 
φύσιν τῶν ὄντων» Βασιλείου τοῦ Μεγάλου: 
«Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ μόνος ἀνακαινίζων τὴν 
ποίησιν τῶν ἔργων σου καθ᾿ ἑκάστην ἡμέραν∙ 
εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ κτίσας φῶς καὶ σκότος 
καὶ διακρίνας αὐτὰ ἀπ᾿ ἀλλήλων∙ εὐλογητὸς 
εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ ποιῶν πάντα καὶ μετασκευάζων, 
ἐκτρέπων σκιὰν θανάτου καὶ ἡμέραν εἰς νύκτα 
συσκοτάζων∙ εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ ποιήσας 
ἄνθρωπον κατ᾿ εἰκόνα σὴν καὶ ὁμοίωσιν, ὁ 
ποιήσας ἡμέραν εἰς ἔργα φωτός, καὶ νύκτα εἰς 
ἀνάπαυσιν τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης φύσεως...»[2].

Τοῦτο εἶναι τὸ μήνυμά μας, αὐτὴ εἶναι ἡ 
πεποίθησίς μας, αὐτὴ ἡ προτροπή μας πρὸς 
πάντας: Στῶμεν καλῶς, στῶμεν μετὰ φόβου, 
ἐνώπιον τῆς δημιουργίας τοῦ Θεοῦ.

Ἡ δὲ τοῦ Δημιουργοῦ πάσης τῆς κτίσεως, 
ὁρατῆς καὶ ἀοράτου, Κυρίου ἡμῶν Χάρις καὶ 
τὸ ἄπειρον Αὐτοῦ Ἔλεος εἴησαν μετὰ πάντων 
καὶ μετὰ τοῦ κόσμου παντός, νῦν καὶ εἰς τοὺς 
ἀπεράντους αἰῶνας. Ἀμήν.

,βιε΄ Σεπτεμβρίου α΄
+ Ὁ Κωνσταντινιουπόλεως

διάπυρος πρὸς Θεὸν 
εὐχέτης πάντων ὑμῶν

ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ
uΣελίδα 13

 Με την ευλογία του Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχη 
Βαρθολομαίου, 500 νέοι Πόντιοι από κάθε γωνιά 
του κόσμου, θα συμμετάσχουν στην 2η Παγκόσμια 
Συνδιάσκεψη Ποντιακής Νεολαίας, που θα 
πραγματοποιηθεί από 2 έως 4 Οκτωβρίου 2015, 
στο Συνεδριακό Κέντρο «Ιωάννης Βελλίδης», στην 
Θεσσαλονίκη. Η εκδήλωση πραγματοποιείται υπό 
την αιγίδα του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου και με 
τη χορηγία του Φιλανθρωπικού Ιδρύματος Ιβάν 
Σαββίδη. Την 2η Συνδιάσκεψη θα ευλογήσει και 
θα χαιρετήσει ο ίδιος ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης, 
με τον οποίο συναντήθηκαν τον περασμένο 
Ιούλιο τα μέλη της οργανωτικής επιτροπής, στην 
Κωνσταντινούπολη και πήραν την πατριαρχική 
ευχή. Ο Πατριάρχης την Κυριακή 4 Οκτωβρίου θα 
πραγματοποιήσει επίσκεψη στην Ι. Μητρόπολη 
Λαγκαδά, σύμφωνα με το ακόλουθο πρόγραμμα: 

 Ο ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ ΣΤΗΝ ΘΕΣΣΑΛΟΝΙΚΗ 
ΚΑΙ ΤΟΝ ΛΑΓΚΑΔΑ ΑΠΟ 2–4 ΟΚΤΩΒΡΙΟΥ 2015

ΠΡΟΓΡΑΜΜΑ ΕΠΙΣΚΕΨΕΩΣ 
Κυριακή, 04.10.2015  07:45: - Πατριαρχική Χοροστασία ἐν 
τῷ Ἱερῷ Μητροπολιτικῷ Ναῷ Ἁγίας Παρασκευῆς – Λαγκαδᾶ.
10:30: - Ἐπίσκεψις εἰς τό Ἐπισκοπεῖον - Πρωινόν. 
11:45: - Ἀναχώρησις διά τόν Ἱερόν Ναόν Ὁσίου Πορφυρίου τοῦ 
Καυσοκαλυβίτου. 
12:00: - Τελετή Θυρανοιξίων Ἱεροῦ Ναοῦ τοῦ Ὁσίου Πορφυρίου 
τοῦ Καυσοκαλυβίτου ἐν Ἡρακλείῳ Λαγκαδᾶ. 
12:45: - Ἀναχώρησις καί μετάβασις εἰς Λητήν. 
13:00: - Ἐγκαίνια Αἰθούσης Πολλαπλῶν Ἐκδηλώσεων Ἁγίων 
Ἀκακίου καί Δαμασκηνοῦ, Ἐπισκόπων Λητῆς καί Ρεντίνης, 
εἰς τόν Ἱερόν Ναόν Ἁγίου Ἀθανασίου – Λητῆς. 
13:30: - Τελετή Καθαγιασμοῦ καί εὐλογίας ἀνακαινισθέντος 
Ἱεροῦ Ναοῦ Ζωοδόχου Πηγῆς – Λητῆς, Ἐπισκοπείου καί 
ἄλσους. 
14:00: - Γεῦμα εἰς τόν περιβάλλοντα χῶρον τοῦ ἄλσους.
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BROOKLINE, Mass. – The Archdiocese 
Department of Religious Education has 
posted the 2016 St. John Chrysostom Ora-
torical Festival topics.

The Topic Tips and Bibliography are in 
process. The topics can help Sunday school 
teachers begin to think about how to incor-
porate them into their lessons and activities.

The Junior Division is designed from 
young people in grades 7 to 9; the Senior 
Division for grades 10 to 12.

Parishes holding a festival should 
register with the Department of Religious 
Education. Participants are also being en-
couraged to register with the department. 
Both of these are important steps to ensure 
that participants are eligible to receive the 
Hellenic College – Holy Cross Chrysostom 
Scholarships. 

 For information about this pro-
gram–www.hchc.edu/admissions/scholars-
hips#sthash.ZWz44XTJ.dpuf 

The National St. John Chrysostom Ora-
torical Festival will take place June 10-12. 
The Metropolis of Atlanta will host the event 
at St. Nektarios Church in Charlotte, N.C.

Because of the late date for Pascha 
(May 1), the department recommend the 
second weekend of May to hold Metropolis 
oratorical festivals.

Now in its 33rd year, the St. John 
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival continues 
to serve as an excellent opportunity for 
young people to explore issues of their 
faith, research a topic, and deliver a speech, 
or write an essay or poem.

More information: www.goarch.org/
archdiocese/departments/religioused/sjcof

Topics
Junior Division (Grades 7–9)
1. In the Old Testament we read that 

there is “a time to keep silence and a time to 

2016 Chrysostom Oratorical 
Festival Topics Announced

speak” (Ecclesiastes 3:7). What is the value 
of silence and quiet in a time when we are 
always “plugged in”?

2. Jesus fed 5,000 people with five 
loaves and two fish (Matthew 14:13–21).

Discuss what this miracle teaches about 
our ability to serve humanity.

3. Discuss how icons play a helpful role 
in the prayer life of an Orthodox Christian.

4. Houses of worship and congrega-
tions have always been thought of as a 
sanctuary of peace and serenity. Recently 
they have become the vulnerable targets of 
violent crimes. Discuss the attitude of Or-
thodox Christians toward this issue today.

5. How might Orthodox Christians 
contribute and support the efforts to elimi-
nate poverty and hunger in the world?

Senior Division (Grades 10–12)
1. How does gathering as a communi-

ty of Orthodox Christians to participate in 
the Divine Liturgy influence your daily life?

2. In light of Genesis 1:24-27, the sixth 
day of creation, discuss how all living be-
ings are connected and its impact on our 
responsibility for the planet.

3. How do you respond to people 
who question your belief in God and par-
ticipation in the life of the Church?

4. Discuss how “the arts” (music, paint-
ing, sculpture, architecture, and others) can 
inspire a greater connection between God 
and an individual or community.

5. Human trafficking (i.e., the exploi-
tation and enslavement of women and 
children) remains a tragedy even today. 

We know that all human beings are 
created by God in His image (Genesis 
1:27); therefore, how can we as Ortho-
dox Christians help these victims and 
assist in the efforts to eliminate human 
trafficking?

The Chrysostom Scholarship 
operates in conjunction with the St. 
John Chrysostom Oratorical Festi-
val that takes place annually in the 
Archdiocese. Beginning with the 
2015 festival, each senior and junior 
division first, second, and third place 
finalist in each category (oratory, po-
etry, and essay) at the parish, district, 
metropolis, and national levels of 
competition is eligible to receive a 
Chrysostom Scholarship to Hellenic 
College.

This  scholarship has  been 
amended to provide awards ranging 
from $2,500 up to $30,000 per year. 

The Chrysostom Scholarship is 
intended to afford young men and 
women the opportunity to continue 
their education in an Orthodox 

Chrysostom Scholarships Available
to Oratorical Festival Participants

Christian environment while also 
encouraging more parishes to par-
ticipate in the Oratorical Festival.

Eligibility for the Chrysostom 
Scholarship does not guarantee ad-
mission to Hellenic College. Regular 
admission requirements must be 
met. Scholarships will be awarded 
when acceptance is offered. After 
admission, students must maintain 
a 3.0 GPA and be in compliance with 
the code of conduct specified in the 
student handbook in order for their 
awards to continue beyond the first 
year of study.

Prospective students are en-
couraged to contact the Admissions 
Office at admissions@hchc.edu or 
(617) 850-1285; also visit www.hchc.
edu/admissions/scholarships

“What is the church?” If someone asked 
you that question, how would you answer 
it? A new “zine” from the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese Department of Religious Edu-
cation (DRE) is here to help. This colorful 
mini-magazine, “The Church: We Are One 
in Christ,” focuses on basic aspects of the 
question, “What is the Church? What does it 
mean to say, we are the “One, Holy, Catho-
lic, and Apostolic Church”? 

The zine explores the Church’s roots, 
from its foundation by Christ through 
its journey to the United States with im-
migrants and missionaries. The engaging 
format is sure to appeal to high school stu-
dents, but adults will find it an interesting 
read as well. A teacher’s guide is in prepara-
tion for parishes who plan to use the zine 

DRE Releases New ‘Zine’, 
The Church: We Are One in Christ

for church school or youth group activities.
This zine is the most recent addition to 

the DRE’s series of zines, offering units of 
study for use in parish religious education 
programs. 

The strength of “The Church: We Are 
One in Christ” lies in the opportunity it 
creates, notes Dr. Tony Vrame, director 
of the DRE. “It provides an opportunity to 
reflect on how the Church is a community, 
a worshipping community, a community 
that serves, a community that bears witness 
and evangelizes.”

The new zine also touches on issues 
vital to the Church in America.To order cop-
ies of “The Church: We Are One in Christ” 
and other zines in this series, call 1-800-
566-1088, or fax an order to 617-850-1489.
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Stewardship

by Fr. Jim Kordaris

CLER GY UPDATE
Editor’s note: The information below also 
includes clergy update entries originally sub-
mitted for the April issue but, due to an over-
sight by the Orthodox Observer editor, the 
information was not included in that issue.

Ordinations to the Diaconate
Anastasios Theodoropoulos, by Bishop 
Demetrios of Mokissos, at Sts. Peter & 
Paul, Glenview, Ill. 02/08/15
Theodore Saclarides, Bishop Demetrios 
of Mokissos, Sts. Peter & Paul Church, 
Glenview, Ill. 06/29/15
Vincent Minucci, Bishop Andonios of 
Phasiane, St. Paul Cathedral, Hemp-
stead, N.Y. 07/19/15
Christopher Stern, Metropolitan Isaiah 
of Denver, Holy Trinity, Dallas, 08/09/15
Michael C. Manos, Metropolitan Nicho-
las of Detroit, Assumption Church, St. 
Clair Shores. Mich. 08/15/15

Ordinations to the Priesthood
Dn. John P. Mamangakis, Metropolitan 
Alexios of Atlanta, Holy Cross Chapel, 
Brookline, Mass. 02/06/15
Dn. Christopher Jeffrey Abell, Metro-
politan Nicholas of Detroit, St. George 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 06/13/15
Dn. Vasilios D. Pliakas, Metropoli-
tan Nicholas of Detroit, St. Nicholas 
Church, Ann Arbor, Mich. 06/20/15
Dn. Dionysios Koulianos, Archbishop 
Demetrios – St. Demetrios Cathedral, 
Astoria, N.Y. 08/02/05
Dn. Chrysostom Panos, Archbishop 
Demetrios, Church of the Transfigura-
tion, Corona, N.Y. 08/06/15

Elevation to Metropolitan
Metropolitan Philotheos of Meloa, His 
All Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew, 
Constantinople 07/09/15

Assignments
Fr. Peter Day, Holy Trinity Church, 
Lewiston, Maine 03/01/15
V. Rev. Fr. Agathonikos Wilson, St. 
George Cathedral, Manchester, N.H. 
04/01/15
Dn. Anastasios Theodoropoulos, As-
sumption Church, Town & Country, 
Mo. 02/08/15
Fr. Angelo Artemas , Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral, Charlotte, N.C. 07/01/15
Fr. Simon Thomas, Annunciation 
Church, Memphis, 07/15/15
Fr. Haralambos Fox, St. Barbara Church, 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 08/01/15
Fr. Constantine Newman, Holy Trinity 
Church, Concord, N.H. 08/01/15
Fr. Athanasios Pieri, Kimisis Tis The-
otokou, Racine, Wis. 08/01/15
Fr. John Verginis, St. Nicholas Church, 

San Jose, Calif. 08/01/15
Fr. George Gartelos, Holy Trinity 
Church, Tulsa, Okla. 08/10/15
Fr. Costas Constantinou, St Nectarios 
Mission Church, Pasco, Wash. 08/15/15
Fr. Theodore Ehmer, Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral, Charlotte, 08/15/15
Fr. Brendan Pelphrey, St. Sophia 
Church, San Antonio, 08/15/15
Fr. Leo Gavrilos,  St. Spyridon Church, 
Sheboygan, Wis. 08/16/15
Fr. Michael Constantinides , St. George 
Church, Rock Island, Ill. 08/16/15
Fr. Christodoulos Margellos , St. Nicho-
las Church, Oak Lawn, Ill. 08/16/15
Fr .Joseph DiStefano, St. Nicholas 
Church, Youngstown, Ohio 09/01/15
Fr. Panagiotis Hanley,Transfiguration 
Church, Charlottesville, Va. 09/01/15
Dn. Michael C. Manos, St. Nicholas 
Church, Troy, Mich. 09/01/15
Fr. Costin Popescu, Annunciation 
Church, Newburyport, Mass. 09/01/15
Fr. N. Anthony Savas, Greek Orthodox 
Mission Parish of Utah, Cottonwood 
Heights, Utah 09/01/15

Appointments
Fr. Chrysostom Panos, Assistant to the 
Chancellor, Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese 06/17/15

Offikia
Fr. John Paizis, Office of Economos, be-
stowed by Archbishop Demetrios 08/16/15
Fr. Panagiotis Bistolarides, Office of 
Economos, bestowed by Metropolitan 
Nicholas of Detroit 07/27/14
Fr. Paul Costopoulos, Office of Proto-
presbyter of the Ecumenical Throne, 
bestowed by Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew 12/08/14
Fr. Demetri Kangelaris, Office of Pro-
topresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne, 
bestowed by Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew 12/08/14
Fr. Paul Kaplanis, Office of Protopresby-
ter of the Ecumenical Throne, bestowed 
by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
12/08/14
Fr. Christopher Metropulos, Office 
of Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical 
Throne, bestowed by Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew 12/08/14
Fr. Patrick Cowles, Office of Economos, 
bestowed by Metropolitan Nicholas of 
Detroit 03/04/15 

Retired clergy
Fr. Elias Warren 05/30/14
Fr. Andrew Mahalares 09/01/14

Return to layman status
Fr. Adam Metropoulos 07/13/15

“Do Your Best.” A traditional American 
proverb says, “God makes this request of his 
children: Do the best you can – where you 
are, with what you have, now.” The story 
of Jesus Christ feeding the 5,000 illustrates 
this through the boy’s offering of all that he 
had – five loaves and two fish. This boy did 
his best with what he had, and Jesus used 
it to perform an incredible miracle.

THE ECONOMY OF HEAVEN
The disciples had wanted to send the 

people away to get something to eat, but 
Jesus responds, “There is no need for them 
to go away; give them food yourselves.”  
The disciples approached the issue from 
the point of view of earthly economics. To 
buy food for the people assembled would 
be too expensive – 200 days’ wages. Jesus’ 
response is simple. He asks, “What do you 
have?” But the disciples don’t realize that 
they are being called to participate in a 
miracle by simply giving what they have.

BRING THEM TO ME
Jesus is concerned about the 5,000 

men plus women and children that are 
with him in the wilderness. His disciples 
tell him that all they have are five loaves 
and two small fish that a boy has offered. 
Jesus’ response is the phrase, “Bring them 
to me.” Jesus then takes the loaves, blesses 
and breaks them, and feeds 5,000 men plus 
women and children.

We also bring what we have to Jesus. 
We offer bread and wine. He returns it to 
us as His body and blood in Holy Commu-
nion. We offer ourselves and we become 
the Church, His body on earth. No matter 
how much we give, He cannot be outdone. 
Just like the boy who offered the loaves and 
the fish, if we offer what we have – however 
great or small our gift – with prayer and 
humility, God will receive our gifts and 
multiply them to feed His people.

STEWARDSHIP IS ABOUT JOY
We don’t give out of fear of judgment 

in the afterlife. We give with joy as part of 
our spiritual growth, putting the emphasis 
on experiencing heaven now. Steward-
ship of our gifts can help shape our world 
and ourselves in such a way that we can 
experience God’s grace, love and com-
munion in the present.  This perspective 
on Christian Stewardship emphasizes that 
which is possible for us as humans – now 
rather than later. It shifts our focus from 
fear to the potential for experiencing joy. 
Hard work may bring power and success. 
Only God can bring us joy, peace and love. 
American writer, Frederick Buechner has 
written, “Greed is the mathematical truism 
that the more you get, the more you have. 

Bring What You Have to Jesus
The opposite of greed – the selfless love of 
God and neighbor – is based on the truth 
that the more you give away in love, the 
more you are.”

PUT AWAY THE PIE CHART
Stewardship is not about calculations, 

portions or percentages. It cannot be re-
duced to a number of hours of service or 
dollars offered. We can’t reduce our respon-
sibilities as members of the Body of Christ to 
paying the bills. Christian Stewardship is a 
mindset -- a way of life. In true stewardship, 
we do not give to the Church for any specific 
purpose. We are giving back to God with 
joy in thanksgiving for what He has done 
for us.  God is never outdone in generosity. 

GRACE
The true motivation for giving is grace. 

Giving is an act of worship is response to the 
generosity of God. “You are to give,” says 
St. Paul, “as God has prospered you.” His 
Second Letter to the Corinthians (9 and 10) 
teaches us clearly, “He who sows bounti-
fully will also reap bountifully.” God blesses 
those who give with generosity.

THANKING GOD
The question is not, “How much do I 

give to stay in the club?” or “What are the 
dues?” The real question we need to ask 
ourselves is “How do I thank God for my 
many blessings?” We are called to a new 
way of seeing things – a new way of life. 
Stewardship is obedience to the greatest 
commandment to “love the Lord with all 
your heart, soul, mind and strength.” We 
are called to bring ourselves and others to 
commit their lives to Jesus Christ in such a 
way that leads to the joy of knowing him 
personally and profoundly.

GOD’S GENEROSITY
St. Gregory the Theologian writes, 

“You will never overcome God’s generos-
ity, even if you give away all that you have. 
…. And however much you bring to him, 
always more remains. Nor will you give 
anything that is your own; for all things flow 
from God (Or 14.22).

LEAVE THE REST TO GOD
You cannot do everything, but you can 

do something.  God wants you to do your 
best and leave the rest to him. St. Theofan 
said, “Exert all your strength, but rest your 
concern for success on God.” The Lord 
doesn’t expect any more from us than 
what we have to offer. But He does expect 
us to be faithful and that we do our very 
best for Him. We do our best and leave the 
rest to Him.

Fr. Jim Kordaris serves as director of the 
Archdiocese Department of Stewardship, 
Outreach & Evangelism.
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Ecumenical

The 50th anniversary meeting of the 
Orthodox Catholic Theological Consulta-
tion will take place at St. Spyridon Cathe-
dral and Assumption College in Worcester, 
Mass., on Oct. 22-24.

Metropolitan Methodios of Boston, 
the Orthodox chairman of the Consul-
tation, is overseeing the preparations. 
Events will include vespers at St. Spyridon 
Cathedral, public lectures by consultation 
members, and meetings with students 
from Holy Cross School of Theology and 
Assumption College.

Under the leadership of Archbishop 
Iakovos and Catholic Bishop Bernard 
Flanagan the first meeting took place in 
Worcester on Sept. 9, 1965. The Theologi-
cal Consultation was established that year 
by the Standing Conference of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops, now the Assembly of 
Orthodox Bishops, and the Catholic Con-
ference of Bishops, now the United States 
Catholic Conference of Bishops. The Ca-
nadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 
became a co-sponsor of the Consultation 
in 1997. The Joint Committee of Orthodox 
and Catholic Bishops in North America 
was established in 1981.

When it was established, the Theo-
logical Consultation was the first formal 
dialogue between the Orthodox Church 
and the Catholic Church since the 15th

century. The first meeting occurred after 

Orthodox-Catholic Theological 
Consultation Marks 50th Year

by Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald the historic encounter of Pope Paul VI 
and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras in 
Jerusalem in 1964, and prior to the Lifting 
of the Anathemas of 1054 by Rome and 
Constantinople in 1965. The Consulta-
tion reflected the ecumenical perspec-
tives of the Second Vatican Council of 
the Catholic Church (1962-1965) and the 
Pan-Orthodox Conferences (1961-1968).

For 50 years, the Consultation has 
brought together theologians from the 
two churches. They have both an un-
derstanding of the serious historical dif-
ferences between the churches and the 
points of agreement. 

At the same time, these theologians 
are committed to the ultimate goal of 
the dialogue which is the restoration of 
full communion through agreement on 
the Apostolic Faith and expressed in the 
celebration of the Eucharist.

The Consultation has produced 28 
formal Agreed Statements on topics such 
as the Holy Eucharist, Mixed Marriages, 
the Filioque as well as Primacy and Con-
ciliarity. More recently, the Consultation 
published “Steps Towards a Reunited 
Church: An Orthodox-Catholic Vision for 
the Future.”

The Agreed Statements of the Consul-
tation have contributed greatly to mutual 
understanding and the resolution of dif-
ferences in the spirit of the Lords prayer 
for the unity of his disciples, “that they all 
may be one” (John 17:21).
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Church History

by William H. Samonides, Ph.D.

Fr. Vasilios Lambrides: 
15 Eventful Years in America

From the moment of his arrival 
until he drew his last breath, Fr. Vasi-
lios Lambrides devoted himself to the 
service of the Church in America. An en-
ergetic, multi-talented man, he served 
short stints at six parishes from 1906 
to 1921. His time here was brief, but 
he made an impact wherever he served. 

Born in 1867, throughout his life, 
he was no stranger to controversy, of-
ten making headlines. While a student 
in Germany, his linguistic versatility 
caused local authorities to view him as 
a possible spy. 

Later, in his native Bulgaria, he 
was the editor of a newspaper for three 
years. This was a time when the disso-
lution of the Ottoman Empire seemed 
to be close at hand, and Greece and 
Bulgaria were contending for control 
of western Thrace, territory that is now 
part of Greece. 

His newspaper was often critical 
of the Bulgarian government, which 
responded by expelling him from the 
country.

While it is not entirely clear when 
he was ordained, it was before he 
served in Bulgaria in the late 1890s. He 
graduated from Halki, then studied in 
Germany and Bulgaria.

Later, he served four years at the 
school of the Orthodox community of 
Neohoros of Bosporos and the Holy 
Church of Panayia in the Constanti-
nople area.

Ecumenical Patriarch Joachim III 
(1834-1912) chose Fr. Lambrides to 
serve the recently-incorporated St. 
George parish in Lynn, Mass. Hundreds 
of Greek immigrants had been attracted 
to this city north of Boston. With more 
than 200 factories producing a million 
shoes daily, Lynn was recognized as 
the shoe manufacturing capital of the 
world. 

The early 20th century was a time 
of explosive growth for the Church in 
New England. By 1909 there would be 
a dozen parishes in the area, a quar-
ter of all Greek Orthodox parishes in 
America.

Fr. Lambrides arrived in New York 
on Jan. 6, 1906, with his wife and their 
three infant daughters. On Jan. 7, he 
celebrated Christmas according to the 
Julian Calendar with his new flock in 
Lynn. 

Until then the community had 
been served by priests from nearby 
Lowell and Boston. For his first service, 
hundreds packed the small church on 
Pleasant Street. It had been purchased 
from the Scandinavian Evangelical 
Church for $7,000 just days before his 
arrival and would remain in use by the 
parish until 1913. 

The church was decorated with 
evergreens and aglow with candlelight. 
On the solea was placed an icon of St. 
George, a gift from the Patriarch.

By April the following year a seri-
ous breach had developed in the new 
parish. Traditionalists were offended 
that Fr. Lambrides cut his hair and 
wore his robes only when serving at 
the church. 

In town he wore a suit instead. He 
was accused of becoming too American-
ized. In fact, Fr. Lambrides was being 
prudent. The previous year, a priest 

from Lowell had been attacked in Lynn 
when he came to minister to a dying 
child. According to the Boston Herald, 
the priest, while waiting for a streetcar 
and “wearing the habits of his office, 
was mobbed. . .by several hundred boys 
just released from school. His flowing 
black gown was torn from his back, 
his high hat knocked off and trampled 
on, and, but for the appearance of a 
policeman, he might have sustained 
personal injury.”

Though Fr. Lambrides’ behavior 
was well-considered, it gave rise to in-
tense feelings among his parishioners. 
Adapting to life in this country was not 
easy. For many, it was a source of com-
fort to have a priest look and behave 
just like the priests they had known as 
they were growing up. In New York 
City a few years earlier, a priest had 
angered his parishioners by riding a red 
bicycle while making his rounds. He 
always wore his robes, but the bright 
color and mode of transportation were 
considered inappropriate for a priest. 
Their disapproval led to his abrupt 
resignation. 

In Lynn, the question of how much 
a priest should be allowed to adapt to 
life in America split the community 
apart, with a group setting up a rival 
parish. 

This was rather unusual at the time, 
but it is an indication of how seriously 
the community took this issue. The 
breach did not, however, last long. 

Fr. Lambrides was next assigned 
to Providence, Atlanta, and Salt Lake 
City. In the fall of 1912, shortly after 
he began to serve at the Holy Trinity 
parish in Salt Lake City, he assisted 
the governor in mediating a strike at 
a local mine. 

A number of the most bellicose 
strikers were Greeks, and it was felt 
that Fr. Lambrides could help defuse a 
dangerous situation. This was the first 
time that a priest of any church had 
been called as a strike arbiter in Utah.

Later, in Birmingham, Ala., he 
served Holy Trinity parish from 1915 
to 1917. As the leading fundraiser in 
America for Prime Minister Eleftherios 
Venizelos, he was a focus for the politi-
cal passions that roiled Greek commu-
nities everywhere. In 1920, in Washing-
ton, Fr. Lambrides laid the cornerstone 
of the church for the St. Sophia parish. 
Greeks around the world anticipated 
that this event in the capital city of the 
United States foretold the return of the 
great Church of St. Sophia in Constan-
tinople and the return of the city itself 
to Christian hands.

In 1921, the Church in America 
lost a valuable servant of Christ when 
Fr. Lambrides died in Washington, at 
age 53. 

His last service at St. Sophia par-
ish was on Christmas, 15 years to the 
day after he celebrated his first service 
in Lynn.

The author thanks Dennis Menos, 
Peter Koutsandreas, and Tony Diamond 
for their assistance. The story of Fr. 
Lambrides is featured in “Pioneering 
Priests: Establishing the Greek Ortho-
dox Faith in America,” an exhibition 
funded by Leadership 100 and now 
on display at the St. Photios National 
Shrine in St. Augustine, Fla.
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Conn. Church Emphasizes Spiritual Renewal and Christian Education

ARCHANGELS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

Parish Profile

Name: Archangels
Greek Orthodox Church 
Location: Stamford, Conn.
Archdiocesan District
Founded: 1928
Clergy: Fr. Harry Pappas (HCHC, M.Div. 1980, 
Harvard Divinity School, Th.M, 1981; Yale, Ph.D., 
2000; Davidson College, North Carolina, B.A. in 
Religion, 1977)
Size: About 450 households
Web: www.archangelsgoc.org
Noteworthy: First church consecrated by Arch-
bishop Iakovos, first 11th century Byzantine-
style church build in the U.S.

STAMFORD, Conn. – Christian educa-
tion and spiritual renewal receive great 
emphasis at Archangels Church. Since ar-
riving at the parish in 2009, Fr. Pappas has 
established a Christian education program 
for adults, along with giving great attention 
to sermons, Bible study, adult catechism, 
pre-marital and pre-baptism classes and 
inviting outside speakers for special events 
and retreats.

“We’re striving for the spiritual renewal 
of all the community, including through our 
youth ministry programs,” said Fr. Pappas.

He said his ministry is focused on 
“developing a fuller relationship with the 
people to help guide them in a deeper 
Christian life.”

Fr Pappas also has developed a mis-
sionary program. A few years ago, several 
parishioners went on a mission to Guate-
mala. He is actively encouraging teens from 
the church to participate in Project Mexico.

The priest said the community “took a 
major step forward” this year with the hiring 
of a full-time pastoral assistant, new HCHC 
graduate Steve Sarigianis. 

His duties include coordinating all 
youth ministry programs and the altar boys, 
sexton and chanters, and administrative and 
pastoral work.

Another key person in parish ministry 
is Presvytera Kerry, also a graduate of HCHC 
(Master of Arts in Church Service, 1981), 
who works full-time as a staff member of the 
Archdiocese Center for Family Care, special-
izing in clergy marriage and family issues.

In the church, she does the English 
chanting during the Divine Liturgy, does 
pre-marital preparation counseling for 
couples and performs other duties in the 
community.

For the past 40 years, the office admin-
istrator has been Jane Zorvis, who keeps the 
day-to-day operation of the parish running 
smoothly and performs a variety of duties.

Historical background
In the early 1920s, the Greek Orthodox 

community worshipped at Evangelismos 
(Annunciation) Church, the first to be es-
tablished in Stamford, until the controversy 
erupted over switching from the Julian 
Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar.

Parishioners who favored adopting the 
“new” calendar broke away and founded 
“Taxiarchae” (Archangels) Church. For 29 
years, they worshiped in an old Roman 
Catholic Church the community purchased 
and remodeled into an Orthodox church.

Then, in 1956, along came a young 
priest, Fr. George Poulos (Dimitrakopou-

los), and began his studies at Holy Cross in 
Pomfret, Conn., then made the transition 
to Brookline, Mass. He was to become the 
longest serving priest in the parish. He is 
also the author of the “Orthodox Saints” 
series of books, biographies of Archbishop 
Iakovos and Bishop Athenagoras Cavadas, 
a history of the seminary in Pomfret, Conn., 
and is a founder of Ionian Village.

Under Fr. Poulos’ leadership, the par-
ish embarked on a project to acquire a four-
acre site and build the present Byzantine-
style church, at a cost of $375,000. 

Several wealthy shipowners who were 
members of the community donated gener-
ously toward the building of the church.

Groundbreaking took place Nov. 25, 
1957 and the cornerstone was laid June 
15, 1958. 

Built by architect W. Stuart Thompson 
of Greenwich, Conn., it was the first church 
that Archbishop Iakovos consecrated, in 
1959.

Eventually the present complex came 
into being. By 1970, the parish built its $5 
million cultural center on the property, 
located on the north side of downtown 
Stamford, a city of about 123,000 and home 
to four Fortune 100 companies and numer-
ous other corporations.

The 40,000 square foot complex later 
was transformed into an athletic center.

The project also included an adjoining 
building to the church that houses the Sun-
day school and Greek school classrooms, 
a library, reception hall, kitchen and other 
features. 

Much of the funding for these building 
projects came from major benefactors Capt. 
Nicholas E. and Michael Kulukundis and 
Pericles Callimanopulos.

Fr. Poulos retired in 2010 as pastor 
emeritus, after 53 years as pastor and still 
maintains an office in the cultural center. 
“He keeps a low profile by his choice;” said 
Fr. Pappas, whose own career has included 
serving as a deacon at St. Barbara Church 
in New Haven, Conn., associate pastor 
at Holy Trinity Church in New Rochelle, 
N.Y., as pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Min-
neapolis, Holy Trinity Church in Nashville, 
St. Nicholas in Enfield, Conn., and interim 
pastor St. George, Kingston, N.Y.

He also is adjunct professor of Old 
Testament at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo-
logical Seminary in Crestwood, N.Y.

Present day
The Sunday school has about 75 stu-

dents. Greek school has around 45. Greek 
language classes take place on Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons and are organized 
according to proficiency levels, instead of 
grade levels. There are four proficiency 
levels.

The parish has a strong youth program, 
with athletics involving many of the GOYA 
members.

Fr. Pappas cites as a major challenge he 
faces is “Rebuilding the community; both 
spiritually and in terms of physical plant; 
to take care of deferred maintenance. We 
have a responsibility to maintain and renew 
this complex for the next generation.” A 
capital campaign provides seed money to 
accomplish these goals.

He continued, “Inside that challenge; 
we have to continue building on the won-
derful accomplishments of Fr. Poulos, and 

the parish leadership he worked with.”
Administratively, the parish has added 

a half time office assistant, and automated 
record keeping, including all financial 
records.

Archangels parish converted from dues 
to stewardship in 2010. “As a result, we 
have seen a substantial increase in giving of 
time and talent as well as financial contri-
butions,” Fr. Pappas said, adding, “We are 
now launching a capital campaign for $2.2 
million for the remodeling of the complex.

A second revenue source is the annual 
“GreekFest” that takes place the last week-
end in September.

“I feel very, very blessed to be here as 
pastor and to work with the people,” Fr. 
Pappas said in conclusion.  “We’re seeing 
a steady stream of young families moving 
to area and making the connection to our 
church.”

— Compiled by Jim Golding
Orthodox Observer photo

Clari� cation/correction
In the July–August parish profile, 

Fr. Michael Bahlatzis joined the US Air 
Force and was on active military duty 
for three years and stationed in Utah. 
While there, her served as a deacon at 
Holy Trinity Cathedral in Salt Lake City 
and was chief of podiatric surgery then 
at Hill Air Force Base. He transferred 
into the U.S. Air Force/New York Air 
National Guard in Syracuse, N.Y. serv-
ing as a military reservist medical officer 
for 17 years. He served as deacon at St. 
Catherine’s Church in Ithaca, N.Y., the 
first 10 of these years while working 
as a civilian reconstructive podiatric 
surgeon.
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Youth Camps

Orthodox Observer photoOrthodox Observer photo

OCMC
Growing in Truth: 
Lessons Learned 

and Given in Alaska

During Vespers in the village parish at 
Kasigluk, a young girl named Heather came 
into church, looking for our mission team. 
She ran up to me and began to hang off the 
pockets of my cassock.

Now, in Holy Trinity, as with many 
parishes in Alaska, the faithful are separated 
with men on the right side of the church 
and women on the left side. So here I was, 
trying to focus on Vespers with a child 
hanging off of me, and worse yet, she was 
on the “wrong” side of the church! What if 
she got in trouble? What if I got in trouble? 
Order was broken, and in my mind the sky 
was falling.

So I did what any order-loving Ortho-
dox would do, and I pointed her to the 
proper side of the church. That was where 
all the young women were standing, right 
near the door. Unfortunately, Heather 
got the wrong message and thought I was 
showing her the door. She left immediately.

In the Orthodox Church we have 
rubrics and rules for almost everything. 
Unfortunately, sometimes these rules shift 
from an outward display of piety into mak-
ing sure all Christians are “good soldiers” 
who “play by the rules.” Stand up here, sit 
down there, kneel here, eat this but not that. 
There is a reason for this order in maintain-
ing holy tradition, but there’s no “magic 
formula” that makes a service a service.

In the lower 48, we can obsess about 
these things to the point at which they 
become a superstition, and correction 
for breaking a rubric can often be more 
concerned with the fact that the rule was 
broken than with the fact that there is an 
underlying spiritual reason for the rules. 

It’s almost as if having water before 
receiving Holy Communion is a greater 
transgression than forgetting you are about 
to receive the Body and Blood of the Jesus 
Christ later in the morning.

In Alaska, I was immediately struck by 
the fact that they do not obsess over rules 
like we often do. I was served moose on 
nearly every fasting day I was there. If you 
are practicing subsistence living, you have 
to eat what you catch. At the same time, 
they exhibited a care for one another and 
a humility unlike anything I’d ever seen.

Kasigluk is a small subsistence village 
along a spot where two rivers meet. Kasi-
gluk literally means “the meeting place” 
in Yup’ik, their native language. They live 
off fish, berries, and moose, which have to 
be hunted during the summer. Very few 
things are purchased like the rest of the 
United States.

But they understand what it means to 
be a part of the body of Christ. As St. Paul 
tells the Corinthians, “If one part suffers, 
every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honored, every part rejoices with it.” If you 
don’t forage, you don’t eat. Worse yet, if 
you don’t forage, those around you suffer 
as well. Fr. Larsen, the village priest, con-
stantly preached against laziness, because 
if it doesn’t get done now, he would say, it 
won’t get done later.  The villagers of Kasi-
gluk rely on one another to survive, and if 
one part suffers, the whole village suffers.

There is a single village police officer, 
but other than that, they are all responsible 
for one another’s safety and survival. Their 
lives are in one another’s hands.

Andrew Wythe is a missionary
serving in Alaska. 

by Andrew Wythe

Archdiocese photo – D. Panagos
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Summer fun
Youth camps throughout the Archdiocese hosted 
thousands of kids in several sessions taking place 
from June to August. A small sampling: (from top) 
Camp St. Paul near Litch� eld, Conn., with Archbishop 
Demetrios addressing campers of one session (left). 
Camp St. Methodios at Contocook, N.H., where 
Metropolitan Methodios of Boston views part of the 
Archbishop Demetrios Library in the St. Methodios 
Retreat Center, and teens play basketball and vol-
leyball and also engage in other activities including 
swimming, during free time. (bottom) A session of 
Camp St. Nicholas at Dunlop, Calif., where Metro-
politan Gerasimos took part in activities, days before 
the camp was threatened by the massive Rough Fire. 
The camps’ successes result in large part from the 
participation of many clergy and volunteers from 
the metropolises and Direct Archdiocese District.
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Metropolis News

Χαμηλές τιμές για ΑΠΛΗ ΜΕΤΑΒΑΣΗ • ΕΙΔΙΚΕΣ ΠΡΟΣΦΟΡΕΣ ΚΙ ΑΠΟ ΑΛΛΕΣ ΠΟΛΕΙΣ
+ FUEL FEES + TAXES EXTRA • Περιορισμένος αριθμός θέσεων • Restrictions Apply

ΙΔΙΟΚΤΗΤΕΣ: ΒΑΣΙΛΗΣ & ΜΙΝΑ ΑΓΓΕΛΗ

Με επιστροφή
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STERLING TRAVEL
20 LAUREN LANE, PHILLIPSBURG, N.J. 08865

www.hellastickets.com • sterlingtravel@hotmail.com
20 Lauren Lane, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
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EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP, N.J. – Holy 
Trinity Church held a dedication ceremony 
for the Spiros A. Malaspina Community 
Center on Sept. 6.

Family, friends and parishioners 
gathered in the gymnasium, for a tribute 
in honor and memory of Dr. Malaspina, a 
committed member of Holy Trinity, who 
served as a parish council president for 
more than seven years. 

The Community Center is named in his 
honor. He died Sept. 1, 2014 after a seven-
year battle with multiple sclerosis.

He was a leader in the building of Holy 
Trinity Community Center on the church 
grounds. 

He was also devoted to quality educa-
tion and was the former president of the 

NJ Church Dedicates Community Center
Mullica Township School District.

Holy Trinity Community Center first 
opened in April 2007 and is home to the 
Trinity Learning Center Pre-School and 
Kindergarten, where Dr. Malaspina served 
on the board of directors. 

The center is host to Gamblers Anony-
mous, Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics 
Anonymous, Boy and Girl Scout of America 
meetings and overnight camps for disabled 
children (WAVE Camp).

In addition, it serves as a polling station 
for elections and provides greatly needed 
space for the many ministries and programs 
of the parish.  Dr. Malaspina represented the 
Holy Trinity parish at the 300th anniversary 
of Egg Harbor Township in 2010, held in 
the center’s gymnasium.

Lowell vespers
Metropolitan Methodios of Boston presides at the Vespers service at Trans� guration Church in Lowell on 
Aug. 5. Several priests of the Metropolis also participated.

Orthodox Observer photo

WEST BABYLON, NY. – For the fifth 
time in almost as many years, a church of 
the Archdiocese has experienced a devas-
tating fire.St. Nicholas Church sustained 
heavy damage July 21 from a fire caused 
by faulty wiring near the altar area. Fr. 
Demetrios Kazakis told the Orthodox Ob-
server that the building is intact and there 
were no injuries, but the flames destroyed 
much of it contents including: four sets of 
the priest’s vestments, 80 altar boy robes, 
20 chanters robes, books in his office and 
130 icons. Only the icon of St. Nicholas 
survived intact, though the wood frame of 

Fire Heavily Damages Long Island Church

the icon was burned. “”Ultimately, we were 
protected and guarded by St. Nicholas,” 
said Fr. Kazakis. 

The church is insured, but the fire, 
smoke and water damage estimates are as 
yet not determined. 

Meanwhile, services are taking place 
in a small hall next to the church. More 
information can be viewed on the website: 
www.stnicholasbabylon.com

In recent years, Greek Orthodox 
churches in Tucson, Ariz, Chicago, Clear-
water, Fla., and nearby Merrick, N.Y., also 
sustained heavy damage from fires.

Archdiocese photo – D. Panagos
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DUNLAP, Calif. – The Rough Fire lo-
cated in central California that ignited in 
July from a lightning strike and has since 
consumed more than 130,000 acres, forced 
the evacuation of many residents in com-
munities along its path, and the staff at St. 
Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center and the 
adjacent Monastery of the Theotokos the 
Life Giving Spring. The fire had advanced to 
about four miles from the Ranch and Monas-
tery facilities, but did not reach the facilities.

Abbess Markella and 18 sisters from the 
Monastery received accommodations from 
the Sisters of Nazareth from the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Fresno, and Monastery 
chaplain Fr. John Angelis stayed at the home 
of parishioners from St. George Church in 
Fresno. 

Three sisters remained at the Mon-
astery, and St. Nicholas Ranch Director 
Michael Pappas also stayed on the property. 
The monastery was closed to the public 
during the duration of the fire. Though the 
smoke had grown quite thick, fire had not 
been seen in the immediate area. All animals 
on the property had been evacuated and 
there were no injuries.

By Sept. 14, the remaining nuns had 
returned.

St. Nicholas Ranch provided housing 
for 22 firefighters from Cal Fire who needed 
accommodations during their rest periods 
from active fire duty. More than 3,000 

California Fire Posed Threat 
St. Nicholas Ranch and Monastery

firefighters battled the blaze, continuing 
to work day and night to control the larg-
est fire currently in the state of California. 
Firefighters successfully completed nearby 
back-burns that have kept the fire from cross-
ing Highway 180, which leads to the ranch 
and monastery.

The Metropolis Adult Resort Camp, 
scheduled for Sept. 14-18 at St Nicholas 
Ranch ,has been rescheduled for Nov. 9-13. 
Construction on the Alex and Faye Spanos 
Faith and Heritage Center also had been 
delayed due to the poor air quality that could 
jeopardize the health of the workers.

“This is a very serious situation and 
we are grateful for the valiant efforts of the 
firefighters who are putting themselves in 
the path of danger for the safety of others,”

Metropolitan Gerasimos said in a press 
release in early September. “We know that 
our prayers are being heard by the Lord, and 
we will continue to beseech Him that calm 
will come over the land, water will pour 
forth from the sky and no further destruc-
tion will occur.”

He continued, “We continue to pray for 
the safekeeping of our beloved monastery 
and ranch, and are grateful to our clergy 
and faithful for being vigilant in their sup-
plications to the Lord... We are also grateful 
that no damage has occurred to any of our 
facilities, nor to the current construction 
projects at both the ranch and monastery.”

SF Metropolis photo

Monastery of the Theotokos the Life-Giving Spring.
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Day Schools

The Cathedral School: A Classical 
Education for the Modern World

by Michele Haberland

NEW YORK – Founded in 1949 by 
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, The Ca-
thedral School (TCS) was first established 
to serve Greek families in New York City 
who wanted to instill an appreciation of 
Greek language, culture and history in 
their children. Today, the school serves an 
international student population in which 
about half of the students are of Greek an-
cestry, and the other from a wide spectrum 
of countries ranging from Ireland and India 
to Argentina and China.

As a nursery-8th grade co-educational 
day school situated in one of the greatest 
cities in the world, it boasts placement of 
its graduates in New York’s best private and 
public high schools. Rooted in the princi-
ples of Hellenism, the curriculum integrates 
the most up to date educational methods 
while adhering to the ancient Greek tradi-
tion of paideia, which views education as 
character formation, responsibility and the 
pursuit of excellence. Through Socratic 
seminars, effective written and oral commu-
nication, collaboration, and small student 
teacher ratios, students develop critical 
thinking strategies that prepare them for 
high school, college and the complexities 
of an international world beyond school.

The Cathedral School currently serves 
about 150 students and recently restruc-
tured their upper school to an Accelerated 
Middle School. In the middle school, 6th, 
7th and 8th grade students are offered three 
strands of disciplines, Humanities (Eng-
lish and Social Studies), Classics (Modern 

Greek, mythology, religion and literacy en-
hancement) and STR’REAM (science, tech-
nology, reading, writing, engineering, art 
and math). These courses are block sched-
uled to allow teachers to work together on 
interdisciplinary projects. Furthermore, 
students in 7th and 8th grades are introduced 
to Latin and Ancient Greek, enhancing their 
understanding and function of language. All 
students are encouraged to graduate with 
three earned high school credits in subject 
areas such as math, foreign language, and 
science.

This past year, the school introduced 
Greek as a Second Language to accom-
modate students who have had little or no 
exposure to Modern Greek. “We want non-
Greek speakers to enter our rich linguistic 
curriculum with ease at any grade level,” 
says Head of School Ted Kusulas.

The Cathedral School also boasts a suc-
cessful Early Childhood Program for Nurs-
ery, Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten. 
“We offer our youngest learners a nurtur-
ing and family like environment. Teachers 
encourage curiosity and creativity through 
hands-on inquiry, play and rich language ex-
periences,” says Mr. K. The Early Childhood 
program is unique in that it incorporates 
instruction in Modern Greek.

Children learn the language through 
songs, games and stories. “Our own ex-
perience in teaching a foreign language, 
as well as studies connected in the field, 
clearly show that apprenticeship of another 
language early in a child’s life produces a 
foundation in linguistics that has extremely 
beneficial results,” says Mr. K.

In addition to the school’s foreign lan-
guage program, Greek history and culture 
are integrated into the curriculum at all 
grade levels through art, storytelling, my-
thology, music, history and dance. The cur-
riculum takes on a collaborative approach 
and students are given projects that tie 
cultural lessons into many other aspects of 
their learning. All students have daily rotat-
ing specials such as art, music and physical 
education which complement and enhance 
their school day. A fully outfitted art studio 
inspires students to explore diverse media 
that foster their creativity and encourage 
an appreciation for the visual arts. The 
music program familiarizes children with 
different aspects of sound and integrates 
singing, dance, movement, and drama to 
teach musical concepts.

One of the great strengths of the school 
is its dedicated and accomplished faculty.

Cathedral teachers fully understand 
that parents entrust them with what is 
most precious to them, and are actively 
committed not only to preparing students 
for entrance in the best public and private 
high schools in New York City through a 
rigorous and classical academic training, 
but to do so while instilling a lifelong 
desire for learning. Most faculty members 
hold advanced degrees and The Cathedral 
School was honored last spring to have 
their Head Nursery Teacher win a 2015 
Blackboard Award.

Located in one of the most culturally 
rich and vibrant areas of the world, The 
Cathedral School leverages its unique 
location to encourage experiential learn-
ing. The school embraces a “classroom 
without walls” approach with trips regularly 

scheduled to visit the many extraordinary 
museums, libraries, and concert halls 
throughout Manhattan. To further comple-
ment learning, speakers are invited to come 
and lecture. “Last year we had the distinct 
honor of welcoming New York Times edi-
tor, Gregory Maniatis to our school,” says 
Mr. K. “Students were able to ask questions 
about events that are shaping our world.”

Cathedral parents and alumni play a 
vital role in the school’s success. Generous 
families and graduates devote their time, 
expertise, and financial support. “We have 
alumni parents sending their children here 
because they want them to benefit from the 
same exceptional education they did,” says 
Mr. K. Recently Cathedral parents invited 
a group of over 10 recent graduates to 
the school to talk about their high school 
choices and experiences. “We are incredibly 
appreciative of our talented, and committed 
alumni and parent body.”

By promoting a classical education for 
the modern world, The Cathedral School 
nurtures inquisitive and imaginative minds. 
The growth and development of the whole 
child both academically and social-emotion-
ally is The Cathedral School’s core guiding 
principle. As Aristotle taught us: “Educating 
the mind without educating the heart is 
no education at all.” The Cathedral School 
will host an Admissions Open House on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6 from 6:15 – 7:30 pm. To 
reserve a space contact the Admissions Of-
fice at info@cathedralschoolny.org or call 
(212) 249-2840.

Ms. Haberland is consultant for devel-
opment and public relations at the Cathe-
dral School.

Michele Haberland photos
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Family Connections

by Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, MDiv, M.S., LMFT

Marriages cannot be sustained in 
a healthy way, let alone grow, if –as 
couples– we set them on ‘cruise con-
trol.’ All marriages need to be nurtured 
from the first day to the last of our lives.

In all relationships we seek to 
know and understand the other–just 
as the other mutually comes to know 
and understand us. This takes time, at-
tention, and a vested interest. When we 
experience someone taking the time to 
know us by asking questions, listening, 
and sharing their own thoughts and 
feelings, we feel connected.

Engaging the other in dialogue 
while being fully present requires put-
ting aside “all the cares of this life.” 
This attentiveness demonstrates care, 
concern, and interest. We all want to 
feel that our spouse will respond and 
be there when we call out to them. 
Ultimately it is about trust; as if to say, 
‘Will you be there and can I count on 
you?’ If the answer is ‘Yes,’ each person 
will experience two extremely impor-
tant components to a healthy marriage: 
safety and security.

When a marriage is put in ‘cruise 
control,’ there is the belief that the re-
lationship is good and has no pressing 
issues. This point of view looks at mar-
riage from a ‘problem-free’ perspective. 
If there aren’t any real concerns to ad-
dress, then all time and attention can 
be directed toward other things such as 
children, work, friends, and fun.

However, the danger of this is that 
it opens the door to disconnection 
between the spouses. This disconnect 
may not be felt immediately—just as a 
plant won’t show it’s in distress with-
out water for a couple of days. In time, 
though, the lack of water will manifest 
itself in the leaves and flowers.

In the same manner, a marriage 
relationship without regular ‘watering’ 
will, over time, begin to show signs 
of distress in one or both spouses in 
ways such as:

• Irritability
• Sarcasm
• Complaining
• Withdrawing
• Nagging
Our typical reactions may come 

out in abrupt questions and statements 
such as:

Cruise–Control Marriages 
Invite Disconnection

• “What’s wrong with you?”
• “Why are you so rude and mean?”
• “Stop already! All you do is com-

plain.”
• “You’re never around anymore. 

Everything else in life is more impor-
tant to you.”

• “Give me a break! Stop hounding 
me about everything.”

These comments come out of our 
own frustration, pain, and fear of being 
neglected, abandoned, and isolated. A 
better way to respond would be to en-
gage our spouses in a way that invites 
them to kinder dialogue.

• “I’ve noticed you’ve been a little 
irritable lately. Please tell me what’s 
going on.”

• “That comment was hurtful. Is 
everything okay?”

• “You seem like you have a lot on 
your mind. Is there anything I can do 
to help?”

• “I feel like we’ve been drifting 
apart. Can we take some time to talk 
about this?”

Marriage is like a dance where we 
work together, learning to synchronize 
our steps with our spouse. This can’t 
happen if we don’t nurture our rela-
tionship daily.

Here are a few suggestions to nur-
ture our marriages:

• Dialogue with Christ every day 
in prayer.

• Learn the “love language” of your 
spouse. (For more details, see Gary D. 
Chapman’s The Five Love Languages)

• Offer encouraging and support-
ive statements to one another daily.

• Listen carefully to understand 
each other and don’t assume.

• Cultivate a spirit of gratitude for 
the blessings in your life.

• Spend quiet time together—just 
the two of you.

• Take an interest in activities your 
spouse enjoys.

God is the source of love and, 
through Him, there is no limit to the 
love that we can experience with our 
spouse. If we intentionally nurture our 
marriage daily, there is no limit to the 
intimacy we can feel for each other.

Fr. Timothy Pavlatos is the director 
of the Family Wellness Ministry of the 
Metropolis of San Francisco. He is a 
licensed marriage and family therapist. 

Sometime the challenges we 
face in marriage need someone 
from the outside to help us sort 
them out. Deciding to go to mar-
riage counseling does not indicate 
that you have failed in marriage or 
as persons, but rather that you are 

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You 
for the day on which You joined us in 
the sacrament of marriage.

Lord, continue to bless and 
enrich our marriage in love, compan-
ionship, mutual support, oneness of 
heart, and progress in faith and life. 
Protect our marriage from sin, evil, 

PRAYER FOR MARRIED COUPLES
and danger. Foster between us the 
spirit of understanding, the spirit of 
forgiveness, and the spirit of peace. 
Grant us to see our own faults and not 
to judge each other. Gladden our lives 
with the joys of marriage, that with 
one heart we may praise and glorify 
You. Amen.

IS YOUR MARRIAGE STRUGGLING?
seeking assistance to strengthen 
your relationship. For assistance in 
finding help speak with your par-
ish priest or visit www.marriage-
friendlytherapists.com or www.
aapc.org (American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors).

American Friends 
of the Blind in Greece
Providing Resources to the Blind in Greece 
since 1946

Our Mission 
The American Friends of the Blind in Greece 
identifies, acquires, and delivers the best 
possible resources and opportunities available to 
organizations in Greece, dedicated to improving the 
lives of Greece’s blind and severely sight- impaired 
people. We are a 501(c) (3) charitable organization 
dedicated to supporting resources for training for 
the blind in Greece.

Our History 
Since 1946 we have helped in the support of 
services for the blind via Faros – The Lighthouse 
for the Blind –located in Athens, Greece. We have 
created infrastructures and services that can meet 
the total needs of visually-impaired individuals 
to help them live a dignified, independent and 
activity-rich life. Faros provides services such as: 
 • Lending Library with Braille and Audio Books 
 • Metal Works Unit 
 • Brushes/Brooms Workshop 
 • Ceramics Workshop 
 • Training and rehabilitation Center 

With the severe economic crisis Greece has endured 
for nearly two years, the public funding for Faros 
has dramatically decreased. Now, more than ever, 
the blind people of Greece need our help. 

Won’t you please help us help the blind in Greece by making 
your tax deductible contribution to our organization? 

To donate: visit us at 

www.friendsoftheblind.org 
Or by mail:  The American Friends of the Blind in Greece 

C/O Cambridge Trust,  
One Harbour Place, Portsmouth, NH 03801
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OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS

JOURNAL DESIGN

FINANCIAL SERVICES

TRANSLATION SERVICES

STUDY ABROAD
 

1) Conventional photographs 
We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed 

on photographic paper. Photographs should be sharp 
and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either 
Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings of previ-
ously published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the 

following specifications: 
•  Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200 

pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras 
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you 
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a mini-
mum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own 
photos, send the actual photo.)

•  File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files 
and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality) 

•  Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
•  Image files placed within any word-processing 

file or any other application are not accepted.
•  Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-

ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be returned)
•  E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject 

line write only the word “photos” 
VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and 

do not include them in the body of the e-mail or they 
will not be usable.

3) Please include information about the photo(s); 
place, time and event as well as the names of all per-
sons shown, left to right.

GUIDELINES 
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

BOSTON MASS BAND
Kostas Taslis 

with Bouzouki • Klarino
Male & Female Vocals

Λαϊκά•Δημοτικά•Ηπειρώτικα•Νησιώτικα
Μουσική για όλα τα γούστα

Call Kosta: 978.374.1946 • 781.223.6804
E-mail: tasliskostas@gmail.com

T Y P I S T  &  P R I N T I N G  S E R V I C E S
Αναλαμβάνουμε τη δακτυλογράφιση κειμένων, 

το σχεδιασμό και τη σελιδοποίηση 
Λευκωμάτων και Εγκυκλίων.

Artwork • Journals • Newsletters

In Greek and English • Call: (914) 602-8380
E-mail: journaldesign08@gmail.com

MUSIC SERVICES

Commercial Investment and Franchise 

NAPLES FLORIDA REAL ESTATE

Μ ΙΛ Ω  Ε Λ Λ Η Ν Ι Κ Α
D O W N I N G - F RY E  R E A LT Y,  I N C .

239.777.4904
Vicky@VickyLewisNaples.com

www.VickyLewisNaples.com

Vicky Lewis
Realtor

Paideia Studies in Greece 2015
Semester/Year: Students can study at the Aristotle and Macedonia 

Universities in Thessaloniki, University of Aegean and Hellenic Center 
of Marine Research in Rhodes. Many classes are available 

with the less expensive program a student can find in Greece.
Dates: Fall/Spring semesters with an optional late class in Rhodes, Dion, Aiani 

or other region of Greece with a PAIDEIA partial scholarship.
Summer/Winter Intersession students can study in Rhodes, Dion,  Thessaloniki, Aiani.

Eligibility: 2.5 GPA

Contact: Center for Hellenic Studies
Paideia@snest.net 

or Tel./Fax (860) 429-8518
http://hellenicstudiespaideia.org • www.paideiausa.org

TRAVEL SERVICES

LAW SERVICES

C A L L  N O W   ( 5 1 6 )  9 3 1 - 2 3 3 3

Dimitrios  Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all  events visit
w w w.panagos.com

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k 

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

IMPORTS FROM GREECE

REAL ESTATE

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS
Η εταιρία ALEXIOU BROTHERS  η οποία βρίσκεται στο 17ο 
χιλιόµετρο της Εθνικής Οδού Τρικάλων-Λαρίσης από το 1978 
ασχολείται αποκλειστικά µε την κατασκευή ξυλογλυπτικών έργων 
βυζαντινής τέχνης και τεχνοτροπίας. Είναι δε από τις λίγες που έχουν 
εναποµείνει στον ελλαδικό χώρο,  απασχολούν µόνο παραδοσιακούς 
τεχνίτες-µάστορες και δραστηριοποιούνται σε ολόκληρο τον κόσµο. 
Αναλαµβάνουµε την ανάληψη κατασκευής µοναδικών ξυλόγλυπτων 
έργων σε παραδοσιακούς, ορθόδοξους βυζαντινούς ρυθµούς σε Ιερούς 
Ναούς, Παρεκκλήσια και Μονές σε οποιαδήποτε πολιτεία των ΗΠΑ. 
Βασικές αρχές της επιχείρησής µας είναι η ποιότητα των υλικών που 
χρησιµοποιούµε, η συνέπεια στο χρόνο παράδοσης των έργων και η 
διαχρονικότητά τους.  

www.iakaf.com • 718.229.4100  
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Financing Nationwide 
We are a direct-stated income Commer-
cial  Broker  for 1-4 unit investment and 

commercial properties.  Investment SFRs, 
2-4 units, Condos and PUDs up to 
$2 million Mixed-use, 5+ UNITS, 

warehouse, o�  ce, retail, self-storage 
and auto repair up to $5 million

W-2 or self-employed for small businesses
Capital Investment Funding, LLC

George Zitis,Owner/Broker
978.250.1200

GZitis@gmail.com

New Retail website

M O U N T  A T H O S  P I L G R I M A G E

M a y  1 2  t o  M a y  2 6 ,  2 0 1 6
For  i n for m ati on  pl e a s e  c ont ac t  T h e of i l o s  Ru ss o s 
at  ( 7 1 4 )  5 3 5 - 0 9 7 5  •  w w w. mt at h o spi l g r i m a ge . c om 

E x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  M e n
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