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A Pilgrimage to a Sacred Land

. by Stavros H. Papagermanos

NICOSIA, Cyprus — “Welcome to Cy-
prus the ethereal, to the blessed land. In its
beautiful and much afflicted body its pure
psyche was not extinguished, but lives, and
lives, and lives.” When these verses of the
national Greek poet Kostis Palamas, from
the lips of young school children with big,
brilliant, black eyes welcome you, you real-
ize that this visit is special.

A visit to Cyprus is not a series of cer-
emonial formalities, it is not a sequence
of routine meetings with officials, and it is
not the total of courtesy calls and public
protocol events. Cyprus is not the land
for that. Cyprus is still a beautiful, ethereal
and blessed island, even if much afflicted
by savage invaders and ruthless occupiers.

“This land is sacred and should be
treated accordingly,” said Archbishop
Demetrios, who arrived in Cyprus Oct. 21
for an official visit at the invitation of Repub-
lic of Cyprus President Nikos Anastasiades,
and with the unanimous agreement of the
Church of Cyprus Holy Synod.

Archbishop Demetrios set the tone and
the scope of his fourth visit to Cyprus from
the start, upon his arrival to Larnaca Interna-
tional Airport: “This visit for us is not simply
avisit but a pilgrimage. Itis a pilgrimage in a
sacred place that has given culture and has
suffered injustice. In return for everything
it has contributed it continues to suffer
adversity, pressure and the occupation of
a significant part of its territory. Cyprus
continues to offer a lesson in resilience, a
lesson of high principles and adherence to
values, a lesson of pure patriotism and un-
tainted Orthodoxy; and it is for this reason
that we declare publicly that Cyprus for us
is a very dear, venerable and sacred part of
our Genos, of Orthodoxy and of universal
Hellenism.”

“Our pilgrimage here starts with a very
deep feeling of duty, so that the days we
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THE WALL SAYS IT ALL - This warning sign and the fragmented United Nations colors painted on the

“green line” that divides the capital epitomize the plight of the Republic of Cyprus in its 40 years under
Turkish occupation of more than 36 percent of its territory, where Archbishop Demetrios made his first visit.

spend on this island will give us additional
data for when we return to America it will
enable us to continue this struggle that we
do all these years with the support of the
Greek American community and especially
with the Greek Cypriot American Commu-
nity. It is a struggle we undertake regard-
less of results and it will continue because
we believe that the God of justice and of
love will at the end justify this blessed and
pained people and will grant to all the peo-
ple who live on this island a life of creativity
and peace, as they continue to offer culture
and peace to the whole world,” said his
Eminence at the arrival press conference.
“We welcome you as an angel of peace
and dear friend of Cyprus and we express
unequivocally our love and gratitude,”

Forty years have elapsed since the
Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974 and
the occupation of 37 percent of its ter-
ritory, representing 70 percent of the
economic potential of the island. One
third of the Greek Cypriots became
refugees in their own country and to
this day are prevented from returning
to their homes by Turkish occupation
authorities.

In an effort to alter the country’s
demographic structure, 114,000
colonists were brought into Cyprus
from Turkish Anatolia. In view of the
mass emigration of Turkish Cypriots
from the occupied area the total
number of Turkish troops and set-
tlers is now greater than that of the

Cyprus Visit Comes at a Critical Time

Turkish Cypriots remaining.

These are simple historical facts,
but worth repeating as relevant back-
ground. The atmosphere in Cyprus
became even more electrified on the
day just before the Archbishop’s ar-
rival to Cyprus, as Turkey made good
on its threat to carry out surveys for
hydrocarbons within Cyprus’ Exclu-
sive Economic Zone (EEZ) and sent
the Turkish research vessel Barbaros
off the island’s southeastern coast, ac-
companied by two support vessels and
a Turkish warship.

As a result the government of
the Republic of Cyprus suspended its
participation in the UN backed nego-
tiations with the Turkish-Cypriot side.

said Metropolitan of Kition Chrysostomos,
representing the Church of Cyprus and
on behalf of the government Minister of
Agriculture, Natural Resources and the
Environment Nikos Koufialis added: “It is
indeed an honor to welcome His Eminence
to Cyprus, we receive him with great joy,
knowing fully his tireless work in America
for the promotion of our national issues
and the advancement of all the things that
concern Hellenism.”

The delegation accompanying Arch-
bishop Demetrios included Metropolitan
Nicholas of Detroit, Bishop Sevastianos of
Zela (chief secretary of the Eparchial Holy
Synod), Archdeacon Panteleimon Papado-
poulos, Cyprus Federation of America past
President Panikos Papanikolaou, current
President Kostas Tsentas, the director of
the Archbishop’s Office Alice Keurian,
Archdiocese Press Office Director Stavros
Papagermanos and Archdiocese photogra-
pher Dimitrios Panagos.

The Archbishop’s seven-day schedule
was rigorous and rewarding. It included
five well-thought and planned sectors of Cy-
prus’ public life. The Church, the State and
the government, philanthropic and public
benefit institutions and organizations, cul-
tural and educational areas of public life
and finally the occupied northern part of
Cyprus and the few hunder enclaved Greek-
Cypriots who still live there. (separate story,
pages 4-5)

There were many other occasions
that do not neatly fall in these categories,
as Archbishop Demetrios met, conversed
with, gave his blessing and heard the voice
of regular folks, people in the street or
patrons in a restaurant, pilgrims or tourists

[> to page 3
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ARCHDIOCESE NEWS

ENCYCLICAL
The Synaxis of the Holy Archangels

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools,
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth,
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers

and Sisters in Christ,

On this blessed Feast of the Synaxis
of the Holy Archangels, we are called by
the hymns of our Holy Orthodox Church
to reflect on the great role angels have in
service to our Almighty God.

The Holy Scriptures tell us that angels
constantly offer praise to God, deliver His
message, and protect and defend those in
need, carrying out the will of God both now
and in the age to come.

The ministry of angels is a ministry of
radiating the holiness of God. It is also a
ministry of obedience. As God directs, the
holy angels respond seeking to fulfill His
commands in their service to Him and to
His creation.

Their ministry for our sake is also filled
with compassion. Inservinga God of grace,
they offer protection, help, and guidance.

The blessed ministry of the angels is
also reflected in the quality of care and com-
passionate service offered by our beloved
St. Michael’s Home.

On this feast we recognize the faithful
service of the trustees, directors, and staff,
affirming that in a sacred environment, filled
with the presence of God, they are being
faithful to His command to offer comfort,
love, and healing.

For almost sixty years this institution of
our Holy Archdiocese has provided ministry
to our faithful, and we now have the op-
portunity to expand. With the purchase of
an 11-acre site on Long Island, the vision
for St. Michael’s is to build a state of the
art, continuous care facility. When this is ac-
complished, many more will be served with
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various levels of care and the same sacred

ministry of compassion that is offered now.

In support of this sacred ministry and
the expansion of St. Michael’s Home, I ask
the parishes of our Holy Archdiocese to
conduct a special offering on Sunday, Nov.
9. Designate your gifts for St. Michael’s, send
them to the Archdiocese, and they will be
forwarded to the Home. I also ask on this
blessed feast that you offer prayers for the
residents, staff, and directors, and for the
many ministries throughout this country
offered by our Metropolises and parishes
in the care of the elderly.

In following the commands of our Lord
and revealing the grace of God, we see a
tremendous and growing effort to offer
ministry to those in need.

May we give thanks to God for the
witness, protection, and service of His holy
angels, and may we continue to offer faithful
service to others in truly sacred and love.

With paternal love in Christ,

bt Devse i
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Leadership 100
Sunday Observed

by George Schira

National Leadership 100 Sunday was
observed throughout the Archdiocese on
Oct. 26, the sixth consecutive celebration.
This year’s event, which followed the Feast
of St. Iakovos in honor of the founder of
Leadership 100, coincided with the Feast of
St. Demetrios. It also marked the year-long
celebration of the endowment fund’s 30*
anniversary.

Parish priests throughout the nation
read the encyclical issued by Archbishop
Demetrios at the Divine Liturgy. Many par-
ishes also held a program during the coffee
hour. Leadership 100 trustees coordinated
with parish priests to develop awareness of
the support provided by Leadership 100 to
the Church.

Ted Zampetis of Bloomfield Hills,
Mich., a prominent business leader and a
member of the Board of Trustees, served for
the third consecutive year as chairman. He
also serves as chairman of the Membership
Committee.

“I'want to thank all members of Leader-
ship 100 who participated, especially Ted
Zampetis, National Leadership 100 Sunday
chairman,” said George S. Tsandikos, Lead-
ership 100 Chairman. Tsandikos hosted the
coffee hour at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan
Cathedral, following the reading of the
encyclical by Fr. John Vlahos, dean, who
spoke on the Leadership 100 Scholarship
Program at Holy Cross School of Theology.”

“National Leadership 100 Sunday has
helped our Church and community become
familiar with the purpose and mission of
Leadership 100,” said Zampetis, who spoke
at St. Nicholas Church in Troy, Mich. “We
are receiving positive reports from Maryland
to Ohio to California on renewed interest
in Leadership 100,” he added.

Over three decades, Leadership 100
has distributed close to $40 million in
grants to support the National Ministries
and institutions of the Archdiocese, as
well as other programs and projects that
advanced Orthodoxy and Hellenism and
assisted humanitarian causes in the nation

and around the world.

i
Ted Zampetis speaks on Leadership 100 grants
during National Leadership 100 observance at
St. Nicholas Church in Troy.

Saint Basil Christmas Program

GARRISON, N.Y. — Saint Basil Acad-
emy will hold its annual Christmas Open
House and Pageant at 11 a.m., Saturday,
Dec. 13. The Academy is located at 79
Saint Basil Road (off Highway 9 D) in
Garrison. RSVP (845) 424.3500 or e-mail:
stbasil@goarch.org.
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from another country, policemen, teachers,
reporters and journalists, Orthodox faithful
welcoming him in the narthex of a church
or attending the Sunday Liturgy for the
feast of St. Demetrios and well-wishers at
an open house reception for his name day.

The Church

The Church of Cyprus is a church of
saints and martyrs that dates back to 45 AD
when St. Paul, accompanied by Barnabas
and Mark the Evangelist, came to Cyprus
to spread Christianity.

Shortly after his arrival to Nicosia,
Archbishop Demetrios paid a first visit to
Archbishop Chrysostomos of Cyprus. On
the third day in Cyprus, His Eminence, with
the members of his delegation, officially
visited Archbishop Chrysostomos of Cyprus
who welcomed him at the steps of the
Archdiocesan headquarters in Nicosia. Dur-
ing their substantive meeting, Archbishop
Demetrios said that the Greek-American
Orthodox community remains vigilant and
will continue to actively stand by the people
of Cyprus until their just fight bears fruit and
until the possibility for all people in Cyprus
to lead a peaceful, productive and happy
life is restored. His Beatitude expressed
the gratitude of the Cypriot people for the
solidarity of the Omogeneia and its tireless
efforts in the United States, “the country that
is the center where many crucial decisions
are made.”

Shortly after their meeting, Dr. Ioan-
nis Iliades, the director of the Byzantine
Museum of the Archbishop Makarios Il Cul-
tural Foundation led a tour of the museum
for Archbishop Demetrios, with emphasis
to the exhibit of recently repatriated stolen
ecclesiastical treasures.

Feast of St. Demetrios

On St. Demetrios the Myrrh-bearer
Feast Day, Archbishop Demetrios’s patron,
he presided at the hierarchal Divine Liturgy
in the Church of St. Demetrios Akropoleos
in Nicosia, which was filled to capacity.

Concelebrating with the Archbishop
were Metropolitan Nicholas and Bishop
Sevastianos, and two hierarchs from the
Church of Cyprus, Bishop of Mesaoria
Grigorios and Bishop of Karpasia Chris-
tophoros. Archbishop Chrysostomos at-
tended prayerfully in the altar.

Shortly before the dismissal, the Cy-
priot prelate addressed the faithful, wishing
the Archbishop “many and blessed years
in the service of His Church, and strength
from God in your multifaceted leadership

in America,” he said. Addressing the Arch-
bishop he added: “Our people here in
Cyprus derive strength and hope from you
and your presence here today.”

Archbishop Demetrios assured the
congregation that the support of the Greek
American and Greek Cypriot American com-
munity in the United States would continue
and intensify. He said that it is a good fight, a
fight to end a great injustice done to Cyprus
and to end an unacceptable occupation in
every respect.

Government
and Diplomatic Officials

On Oct. 22, Archbishop Demetrios be-
gan his meetings with government and dip-
lomatic officials at the Ministry of Education
and Culture where Minister Kostas Kadis
received the Archbishop and his delegation.

For the past eight years, the Ministry
and the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute have
organized and hosted a summer educa-
tional program to train parochial school
teachers of the Archdiocese. The program
focuses on methods of teaching Greek as a
second language and elements of culture
and history.

The Archbishop and the minister dis-
cussed ways of strengthening, expanding
and diversifying this program and furthering
the cooperation between the Ministry and
Archdiocese.

Greece’s Ambassador to Cyprus, Vassi-
lis Papaioannou, welcomed the Archbishop
to the embassy, which is located next to
the green line separating Nicosia in half
and right at the Ledra Palace checkpoint.
Ambassador Papaioannou discussed with
His Eminence the latest developments in
the region and their pertinence to Cyprus.

Later, Archbishop Demetrios met with
Fotis Fotiou, presidential commissioner for
Humanitarian Affairs and Cypriots Abroad.
Mr. Fotiou, who holds a ministry level post
directly under the president of Cyprus, is
responsible for issues pertaining to missing
persons following the Turkish invasion, to
persons enclaved in the occupied areas and
Cypriots living abroad.

Archbishop Demetrios also visited the
U.S. embassy in Nicosia and met with Am-
bassador John Koening.

On Oct. 23, the Archbishop visited the
Supreme Court of Cyprus and met with
Chief Justice Myron Nicolatos and with
other members of the Court, where they
discussed the scope of their work and chal-
lenges they face.

President of Parliament Yiannakis
Omirou welcomed the Archbishop and

ments and new Turkish provocations in
Cyprus’ Exclusive Economic Zone.

On Oct. 27, Archbishop Demetrios
visited the Foreign Ministry of Cyprus and
met with Foreign Minister Ioannis Kasou-
lides and discussed information and views
on Cyprus-related issues and role of the
Greek American Omogeneia. The apex of
Archbishop Demetrios’ encounters with
government officials was his meeting that
morning with President Anastasiades.

Upon the Archbishop’s arrival at the
Presidential Palace, the Cyprus Police De-
partment philharmonic band performed
and a Special Forces military contingent
saluted the Archbishop. While there, His
Eminence placed a wreath at the statue of
Archbishop Makarios I1I.

President and Mrs. Anastasiades wel-
comed the Archbishop at the front steps.
At their request, he conducted a blessing
service of Agiasmos, with many staff mem-
bers present.

After the service, the president received
the Archbishop and his accompanying
delegation in his office. Also present was
Archbishop Chrysostomos of Cyprus.

The president hosted an official lun-
cheon for Archbishop Demetrios, at which
President Anastasiades expressed his love,
appreciation, respect and gratitude of the
people of Cyprus toward the Archbishop.

“Your presence here, Your Eminence,
constitutes proof of your diachronic care
and anguish for the survival of the Cypriot
Hellenism,” said President Anastasiades.
“It is therefore well understood why many
people often ask whether you are of Cypriot
descent. This of course is not unconnected
with your struggles for vindication of the
Cypriot Hellenism. Your visit will renew
and strengthen even more the already rich
and mutual feelings between You and the
people of Cyprus.”

Dimitrios Panago:_nl_\h

Archbishop Demetrios, President Nicholas Anastasiadis and Archbishop Chrysostomos of Cyprus
in the president’s office.

Archbishop Demetrios, in his response,
expressed the emotions he felt during his
pilgrimage in Cyprus and paraphrasing St.
Paul said, “while here we experienced a
reality as a work produced by faith, a labor
prompted by love and your endurance in-
spired by hope.” He also said that with the
experiences gained during this visit in Cy-
prus, “we have been greatly impressed and
we have a greater sense that these people
are worth all our support. This pilgrimage
has increased in us the feeling that Cyprus
is worth not just the things we do, but a
thousand times more of what we do in
America, because the people of Cyprus are
worth it. As we are about to depart, we leave
indeed changed from when we arrived, and
I'will use an expression similar to a phrase
the Archbishop of Athens used when he
visited us in the United States last year, and
I will say that we return to America better
Orthodox and better hellenes, because we
lived these days here in Cyprus.”

Organizations and Institutions

It was a small room, with a large win-
dow letting in the bright light of the medi-
terranean sun. A table stood in the center
covered with a white cloth and upon it layed
the remains of a soldier who was killed in
the aftermath of the Turkish invasion of
Cyprus in July 1974. Nicos was among the
missing for 40 years. On a table by the win-
dow stood his picture, a vase with flowers,
and an icon of St. Nicholas with a small oil
candle in front of it. Two other small tables
were set on the sides. On the right, personal
clothing items were carefully placed, indi-
cating these remains belonged to a soldier.
The left one, held a small wooden casket
with a cross. His mother, as so many other
mothers in Cyprus, was probably among
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those who have been seen countless times
holding the photographs of their missing
sons. This soldier’s bones now lay on this
table, without a skull, waiting for the family
to come, weep, pray and take for a proper
burial at last, and hopefully bring closure
and peace.

This was the scene at the Anthropologi-
cal Laboratory of the Committee on Miss-
ing Persons (CPM) located in the United
Nations Protected Area (UNPA) near the
Old Nicosia Airport, which was visited by
Archbishop Demetrios and his delegation
on Wednesday Oct. 22. The facility became
operational in August 2006. The primary
objective of the CMP is to enable relatives
of missing persons to recover the remains
of their loved ones, arrange for a proper
burial and close a long period of anguish
and uncertainty. Nestoras Nestoros, the
Greek Cypriot member of the Commit-
tee and Giilden Pliimer Kiiciik, the Turkish
Cypriot member, led a tour of the facility
for Archbishop Demetrios and provided
information and statistics. They explained
how the process works from exhumation,
storage, cataloging through the identifica-
tion process by DNA methods and the
return of the remains.

According to the CMP, there are 1,508
missing Greek Cypriots and 493 Turkish
Cypriots. There have been 916 sites ex-
cavated, 1,090 human remains have been
found and 957 sets of remains have been
analyzed. Of those, 491 remains of Greek
Cypriots and 127 of Turkish Cypriots have
been identified and returned to their
families.

The Archbishop has previously visited
the Municipality of St. Dometios, on the
outskirts of Nicosia and at the dividing
line. It is a very active community in phil-
anthropic works.

On Oct. 23, His Eminence made a
return visit at the invitation of the local
Community Council on Volunteerism,
which operates a day care and Kindergarten
center for needy children. At the school,
the Archbishop said he was very moved by
the young children, their recital, and their
songs and dancing.

St. Dometios’ Mayor Dr. Kostas Petrou
and Council President Stelios Stylianou
offered greetings to the Archbishop and
revealed a plaque at the entrance of the
school recognizing the contributions of the
Archdiocese and the Omogeneia.

The afternoon of Oct. 24, Archbishop
Demetrios spent time at the Limassol Au-
tism Intervention Center in Lemesos, saw
the small volunteer-run facility and heard
from parents of autistic children and adults
of the challenges they are facing. Center di-
rector Artemis Vlahou explained the scope
and the operation of the facility.

Later that afternoon, His Eminence vis-
ited the Cyprus Red Cross Children Therapy
Center Stella Soulioti in Lemessos.

The Home, the only one of its kind in
Cyprus, treats around 75 children up to 18
years old that live with severe physical dis-
abilities, such as cerebral palsy, muscular
dystrophy and other physical and develop-
mental problems.

Archbishop Demetrios conducted an
Agiasmos service for a newly renovated
school wing of the facility, made possible by
financial support from the Archdiocese of
America, the Cyprus Federation of America,
Michael and Mary Jaharis, Panikos and Na-
sia Papanikolaou, Dimitrios and Georgia
Kaloidis and George and Olga Tsounis.

Cyprus Red Cross President former first lady
Fotini Papadopoulou and current first lady
Andri Anastasiades attended the renovated
classrooms opening.

On Oct. 26, Archbishop Demetrios
held ablessing service at Nicosia’s Freedom
Square for the opening of the Pancyprian
Special Olympics, where he met Nicosia
Mayor Constantinos Yiorkadjis, other of-
ficials, athletes and their families.

Monday morning Oct. 27, the Arch-
bishop and the members of his delega-
tion visited the Christos Stellios Ioannou
Foundation facility in Nicosia. The institute
provides services to about 200 adults with
moderate and mild mental disabilities. The
director, Andreas Georgiou and other staff
presented the facilities, the program and
the participants’ activities that are geared
towards gradual and total socioeconomic
integration.

Just during this trip, and while visit-
ing various philanthropic organizations,
Archbishop Demetrios presented donations
totaling $200,000 from the Cyprus Relief
Fund of the Archdiocese and pledged an-
other $85,000.

Cultural and educational

The A.G. Leventis Gallery opened its
doors in March of 2014 and quickly be-
came the new jewel of Nicosia. On Oct. 22,
Archbishop Demetrios visited the museum,
which is the realization of the dream of
the late Anastasios Leventis to share with
his fellow countrymen a vast collection of
works of art he obtained throughout his life.
The state of the art museum houses three

distinct collections, the Cypriot, the Greek
and the Paris collection, and through them
presents the history and glory of European
Art. The Archbishop was welcomed and
given a tour of the museum by director
Loukia Hadjigavriel and former first lady of
Cyprus Fotini Papadopoulou.

Young students of the St. Kassianos
elementary school, in the old part of Nico-
sia, welcomed Archbishop Demetrios in
the morning of Oct. 23, with very moving
expressions of love through poetry, song
and dance. Right after the Archbishop and
his delegation, accompanied by the Chief of
Protocol Marios Kountourides, the lieuten-
ant mayor of Nicosia Eleni Loukaidou and
other City Council members toured the
old part of town inside the Venetian walls.

George Philotheou, of the Department
of Antiquities, led the tour to the churches
of Panagia Chrysaliniotissa, St. Kassianos,
the Royal Chapel of Missirikou and the
Orthodox Church of Holy Cross, which
in Ottoman times had been converted to
a mosque. His Eminence venerated the
historic and miraculous icon of Panagia
Faneromeni in the 14th century church
of the same name and learned about the
church’s history from Byzantine historian
Christodoulos Hatdzichristodoulou.

Archbishop Demetrios visited the
historic School of Faneromeni, founded
in 1859, that now operates as both an
elementary and middle school. “You are a
herald of sacrifice and of hope,” said in her
greeting the principal, Eftyhia Kalepiti. Stu-
dents gave symbolic gifts to His Eminence
and performed a short program of songs
and hymns.

Archbishop Demetrios expressed
interest in the archaeological site at the
ancient city of Kourion, (near Lemessos)

Archbishop Makes First-Ever
Visit to Occupied Cyprus

. by Stavros H. Papagermanos

The ringing bells of the historic
monastery of St. Andrew in Karpasia
resounded joyfully again, welcoming
Archbishop Demetrios, as if it was the
orthros (matins) of the feast day of its
patron saint more than forty years ago,
when this renown monastery was a place
of pilgrimage and reverence for many or-
thodox faithful from all over the world.

The trip to the occupied part of
Cyprus began in Nicosia, the morning
of Saturday October 25, 2014, with
arrangements by the U.S. Embassy.
The two vehicles carrying Archbishop
Demetrios and U.S. Ambassador John

Koening in the first, and the Archbish-
op’s accompanying delegation in the
second, crossed the line of partition at
the Ledra Palace checkpoint and drove
through the occupied northern part of
the city. Entered the plains of Mesaoria,
spanning from Mount Troodos to the
mountain range of Pentadaktylos and
drove along the old road connecting
Nicosia and Amochostos (Famagusta).
Small villages appeared flaunting shiny
minarets and waiving crescents in white
and red backgrounds. Churches and
bell towers were visible in every village,
without crosses on top, looking dreary,
grey and bleak under the brilliant sun,
left prey to the harshness of the elements
and the brutality of people.

where, on Oct. 24, first lady Andri Anas-
tasiades accompanied him on a tour that
included the house of Efstolios, dating
back to the end of the 4" century AD, the
ancient theater overlooking the Mediter-
ranean and the early Christian basilica of
the 5" century, which was the cathedral
of Kourion and now stands in ruins.

Later, while visiting the Medieval
Castle and Museum of Lemessos, His
Eminence had the opportunity to see
through the exhibits the economic, social
and religious life of Cyprus from the 3+
to the 18" centuries.

The schedule of the official visit of
Archbishop Demetrios to Cyprus, for
which His Eminence said again and again
“was a pilgrimage to a sacred land,” was
overseen and realized by the Protocol
Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Chief of Protocol Ambassador
Marios Kountourides assisted by Mr.
George Loizou.

Many other events included a number
of private meetings, a dinner at the resi-
dence of Panicos and Nasia Papanikolaou,
areception at the U.S. Embassy, three sepa-
rate television interviews with the major
networks in Cyprus and numerous other
occasions where Archbishop Demetrios
made statements to the Press following
visits and meetings. “Cyprus is familiar
to us, it is beloved and by extension it is
our home,” said Archbishop Demetrios
before he departed from Cyprus, the
morning of Oct. 28.

KEY TO MAP

1) Limassol

2) Nicosia

3) Famagusta (Ammochostos)
4) Salamis

5) Agia Trias

6) Rizokarpaso

7) Agios Andreas

The drive went through the village
of Lefkoniko, Lapathos and reached the
gulf of Famagusta, then turned north to-
wards Bogazi and entered the peninsula
of Karpasia, then even further north to
Yialousa. The two vehicles entered the
village of Agia Triada, which takes its
name from the village church of Holy
Trinity. About 70 enclaved Greek-Cy-
priots still live under occupation in the
village, holding their own Thermopylae.
Bishop of Karpasia Christoforos, who
had arrived there earlier, welcomed the
Archbishop and the American ambas-
sador. A dozen or so Greek-Cypriots
gathered in front of the church, some
others watched from a distance, yet oth-
ers approached and took photographs,
and they were not reporters. An old man
tolled the church bell, pulling on the
long rope. Overwhelmed with emotions,
the Archbishop and we, the members of
his delegation, entered the Church. His
Eminence lit a candle and venerated
the icons. We all did the same, not as
we had done so many times before, but
prayerfully, with feelings of extraordi-
nary reverence, as if it was the last time
we would do such a thing.

We all chanted the dismissal hymn
of Pentecost and the hymn to the The-
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Stopsincluded Agia Triada, Rizokarpaso, St. Andrew Monastery

otokos “Ti Ypermaho.” Archbishop
Demetrios together with the other
clergy chanted a short impromptu Tri-
sagion memorial for Giannakis Liassis,
a Greek-Cypriot soldier who was miss-
ing since August 14, 1974. His remains
were found in 2010 near the village of
Klepini and identified by the method
of DNA. The Archbishop later visited
his enclaved elderly parents Savas and
Maroula Liassi at their house. At the old
coffee house across from the church,
the mostly elderly Greek-Cypriots of the
village treated the whole entourage to
traditional Cypriot coffee.

The next stop was the enclaved Rizo-
karpaso, a land of heroes and martyrs;
about 200 enclaved Greek-Cypriots still
live there. For 40 years they have lived
in fear and terror, but they refuse to
abandon their birthplace, their ancestral
land. Almost all had gathered outside
the church of St. Synesios, named for
the first bishop of Karpasia. The church
is dilapidated, but the cross still stands
atop the bell tower and the dome.

Vassoula Prodromou, a senior at
the Rizokarpaso high school welcomed
the Archbishop and impressed him with
the linguistic level of her greeting: “Your
Eminence, we welcome you in our be-
loved Karpasia Peninsula and we thank
you very much for honoring us with your
presence. We want you to know that
your manifested and tangible interest
contributes greatly to the psychological
livelihood of all the residents of Rizokar-
paso, and please remember that you are
our supporter, our advocate and our ally
in our daily struggle.”

We all entered the church moved
to tears, lit candles and venerated the
old icons.

“We know that here you are hero-
ically holding high the banner of Ortho-
doxy, and you should know that we are
always together and we strive hard for
the day that Rizokarpaso will again be
free and part of the Republic of Cyprus.
Now that we have experienced being
with you we will continue and will in-
tensify our struggle.”

The Archbishop gifted to the church
a censer and said, “it is a symbolic gift to

and perseverance, to the great ideals of
Orthodoxy and Hellenism. Preserve this
example.”

“I wish you all that liberation and
reunification come quickly,” said Kostas
Tsentas, the president of the Cyprus
Federation of America in his greeting.

“We think of you always, and do the
best we can. The students of the School
of Rizokarpaso are all part of the assis-
tance program we have in the United
States. We watch closely what you do
and hope that soon we will all be able
to live united in a

country for all people,” said Pan-
ikos Papanikolaou former president of
CFA.“In our eyes you are all heroes,” said
Bishop Sevastianos of Zela who comes
from the occupied village of Zodeia in
Morphou, and expressed the hope that
“this distressed land will soon find jus-
tice and freedom.”

U.S Ambassador John Koening,
spoke in Greek and expressed his will
to do whatever is possible to support
the enclaved “because you are a nucleus
of hope for a reunited Cyprus,” he said.

The kilometers from Rizokarpaso
to Agios Andreas were longer, the trip
slower and the road rougher. When we
arrived, the once glorious monastery
with no crosses atop the main church
or bell tower, looked battered by time,
neglected by people and crumbling.

First, the Archbishop venerated the
historic icon of St. Andrew the Apostle,
kept at a makeshift chapel.

The hymn of Sts. Andrew and Deme-
trios were chanted. His Eminence gifted
to Fr. Zacharias, the pastor of the church
who has stayed in Karpasia for 40 years,
a pectoral cross in remembrance of the
visit.
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Archbishop Demetrios visited the
monastery’s Katholikon. Restoration
work has finally begun on the church
in September and scaffolding now sur-
rounds it, while everything has been
completely removed from the interior.

Based on an architectural study of
the University of Patras, the United Na-
tions Development Program — Partner-
ship for the Future in partnership with
the Technical Committee on Cultural
Heritage is implementing the restoration
project, which is funded by the Church
of Cyprus and the Evkaf Administration
(with 2.5 million euros each) and with
a contribution of 25,000 USD from the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID).

With appropriate safety precautions
in a construction site, His Eminence
and his entourage walked around the
church and to the 15" century chapel
underneath the Katholikon, where in
a crypt the historic icon of Apostolos
Andreas was found.

Exiting the underground chapel
Archbishop Demetrios washed with the
agiasma (holy water) that springs from
the base of the church next to the sea.

On the way back to Nicosia, Arch-

bishop Demetrios stopped at the mon-
astery of Saint Barnabas, the founder of
the Church of Cyprus.

The bell tower of this monastery
retains its cross and is operated by the
occupation authorities as “an icon mu-
seum” according to the sign at the en-
trance and the brochure given to those
who pay the ticket to enter.

In a crypt under the nearby cha-
pel, His Eminence and the members of
his delegation venerated the tomb of
Apostle Barnabas.

remind you that some of your brothers
and sisters in America are fighting for
you with all means possible. Everyone
knows Rizokarpaso, because you are an
example of heroism, patience, tenacity

|
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Dimitrios Panagos photos

Scenes from a visit - (top) U.S. Ambassador John Koening with the Archbishop, Metropolitan Nicholas
and Bishop Sevastianos. (above) Cyprus native Bishop Sevastianos of Zela speaks to enclaved Greek-
Cypriots in the church of St. Sinesios in Rizokarpaso (below) This ruined little church in the occupied
part of Cyprus is one of many that have deteriorated from intentional neglect by the occupiers of
the island. (lower left) Archbishop Demetrios and Ambassador Koening visit the elderly parents of
Giannakis Liassis, Savas and Maroula Liassis at their home (at left) His Beatitude and His Eminence
greet each other at the entrance of the Church of Cyprus headquarters
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Stephen and Mrs. Arete Cherpelis, receive the Archangel Michael Award from Archbishop Demetrios
and Haeda Mihaltses, board president. At far left is Bishop Andonios, director of St. Michael’s Home.

St. Michael’s Honors Stephen Cherpelis

B by Alexa Cecchini

YONKERS, N.Y. — Sunday, Nov. 9, was
an evening to remember as more than 230
of St. Michael’s closest friends and support-
ers gathered at the Metropolitan Club in
Manhattan for the Annual Name Day Gala.
The event held in conjunction with the
November 8th feast day of the Archangels
is one of the signature fundraisers of the
year and is an opportunity to celebrate the
accomplishments of the Home and raise
critically needed funds for the Expansion
Project.

Part of the gala’s tradition has been
to honor a distinguished member of the

Greek Orthodox Community with the
Archangel Michael Award which recognizes
individuals who embody and promote the
finer qualities and traditions of our Greek
Orthodox heritage.

This year’s recipient was Stephen
Cherpelis, Mr. Cherpelis has given tirelessly
to the Greek Orthodox Community as an
Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 1st
Vice President of the Archdiocesan Cathe-
dral of Holy Trinity, devoted member of
St. Nicholas Church of Flushing where he
was instrumental in the building of the ex-
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Orfanakos Memorial Fund Created
for Oratorical Festival Scholarships

NEW YORK - The Archdiocese De-
partment of Religious Education has
established the Fr. John Orfanakos Fund
for the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival Scholarship as a tribute to the
late co-chairman of the program. Fr. John
passed away Aug. 20.

Fr. Orfanakos along with his wife,
Presbytera Margaret, served as co-chair-
man for nearly three decades. At the tri-
sagion, funeral service, and luncheon, his
leadership with the Oratorical Festival was
remembered. Archbishop Demetrios com-
mented that Fr. Orfanakos’ commitment
to the youth of the church, promoting the
best from them, was a sign of his leader-
ship in the Archdiocese.

As national finalists will recall, Fr.
John was a presence, encouraging the
speakers and their families. He helped

them relax before their presentations.
Behind the scenes, he was always asking
about how to get more young people
and parishes involved with the program.
In addition, over the years he helped cre-
ate the annual topics, form the rules and
guidelines for the festival, worked with
judges, and helped resolve any problems
when they arose.

Donations to the Orfanakos Fund may
be sent to the Oratorical Festival Scholar-
ship—Orfanakos Fund, Department of
Religious Education, 50 Goddard Avenue,
Brookline, MA 02445. For information
about donating appreciated securities,
contact the Department of Religious Edu-
cation at religioused(@goarch.org

Contact Info: Anton Vrame, direc-
tor, Department of Religious Education
- tvrame@goarch.org
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CLERGY UPDAT \
Ordinations to the Diaconate Mich. 08/16/14
Honeycutt, James, Metropolitan Nicho-  Dn. Christos R. Mihalopoulos, Metro-
las of Detroit, Holy Trinity Church, politan Iakovos of Chicago, St. Deme-
Nashville, 08/03/14 trios Church, Chicago, 09/28/14
Cook, Timothy, Metropolitan Nicholas, .
St. George Church, Southgate, Mich. Assignments
08/10/14 Fr. James Honeycutt, Annunciation
Redmon, William, Metropolitan Nicho- ~ Church, Muskegon, 08/10/14
las, Assumption Church, Louisville, Ky. Fr. Timothy Cook, St. Demetrios
10/11/14 Church, Saginaw, 08/17/14
Fr. John Kostas, St. Spyridon Church,
Ordinations to the Priesthood Clar]ksburg, WiVa, 10/26/14
Dn. James Honeycutt, Metropolitan  Fr. Irenaeus Cox, Annunciation Church,
Nicholas, Annunciation Church, Mus- Nassau, Bahamas 11/01/14
kegon, Mich. 08/09/14 SllSanSiOIlS
Dn. Timothy Cook, Metropolitan Nicho- 1. Adam (Adamantios) Metropoulos
las, St. Demetrios Church, Saginaw, (9/15/14
J
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Thanksgiving Day

We give thanks to You,
Lord God Almighty!
Revelation 11:17

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools,
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth,
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers

and Sisters in Christ,

The tradition of Thanksgiving Day has
a long history in this country, beginning
with the celebrations of early settlers who
offered thanksgiving to God for safe pas-
sage to this land, for their freedom from
religious persecution, for the strength to
endure many hardships, and for the op-
portunities that were before them. In 1789
following a resolution passed by Congress,
President George Washington issued a
Thanksgiving Proclamation designating
November 26 as a day “for rendering unto
Him our sincere and humble thanks for
His kind care and protection of the people
of this country previous to their becoming
anation; ...and, in general, for all the great
and various favors which He has been
pleased to confer upon us.”

The institution of Thanksgiving Day
as a annual national holiday followed
in 1863, when in the midst of the Civil
War, President Abraham Lincoln issued
a proclamation calling for the people “to
set apart and observe the last Thursday of
November next, as a day of Thanksgiving
and Praise to our beneficent Father who
dwelleth in the Heavens...and fervently
implore the interposition of the Almighty
Hand to heal the wounds of the nation
and to restore it as soon as may be consis-
tent with the Divine purposes to the full
enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility
and Union.”

These foundations of Thanksgiving
Day, and its place within the history and
life of this nation as a regular observance
have made this a holiday shared by many
as well as a time for families to gather in
fellowship and gratitude. The focus on
giving thanks to God, the attitude of grate-

fulness for the blessings in our lives, and
the traditions centered upon the family
resonate with our emphasis on the family
as a dwelling of Christ and a witness of
His Gospel.

On this day when families gather to
give thanks to God, they are gathering in
His name, and Christ is in their midst (Mat-
thew 18:20). As a day of Thanksgiving, it
is a day of worship and prayer. Itis a day
to celebrate the life that comes from our
Creator and is transformed by our Resur-
rected Lord. It is a day when the fruits of
the Holy Spirit are shown in the fellowship
of the home. Thanksgiving Day is a day
when families share in what the family and
home should be throughout the year — a
place of praise and thanksgiving and a
dwelling of Christ.

This strong relationship between our
faith and the observance of Thanksgiving
Day also shows that this is a time when
families can offer a witness of the Gospel.
Through the commemoration of this day,
families have the opportunity to offer a
witness of the Gospel by acknowledging
that Christ is in their midst and by offering
visible gratitude to God for His abundant
blessings. In addition, the fellowship
among members of the family nurture the
bonds that are shared, affirming that the
family is a place of love, care, healing, and
forgiveness. In a home that is a dwelling
of Christ with a family that is connected
to God, each member can experience the
love that flows from God’s love for each of
us. Friends and guests can see a testimony
of the power of faith and grace, and lives
can be drawn by this witness to the Gospel
of salvation, which renews, transforms,
and saves.

On this blessed Thanksgiving Day may
we offer our deep gratitude and jubilant
thanksgiving to our Almighty God.

May His abundant blessings be upon
your gatherings and fellowship, and by
observing this strong and vibrant tradi-
tion of our nation, may Christ be in your
midst as you offer a witness of His Gospel
of truth and love.

With paternal love in Christ,

%Z[&n,{‘ /-(/WL74?FJ

‘+ DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

RCA board

Orthodox bserver photo

Memobers of the Retired Clergy Association board met with Archbishop Demetrios on Nov. 11. Show
with His Eminence are: (L.to.r.) Fr. Constantine Efstathiou, Fr. Eugene Pappas, vice president; Fr.
Nicholas Soteropoulos, advisor; Fr. Joel McEachen, president; Fr. Constantine Eliadis, treasurer; and
Fr. Theoharis Theoharis, secretary. Not present were Frs. George Poulos and John Maheras.
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Maria Logus Named
New National President

NEW YORK - Archbishop Demetrios
announced the appointment of Maria
Logus. of New York as the new National
Philoptochos president at the inaugural
2014-16 board meeting Oct. 17.

The Archbishop praised Ms. Logus for
her commitment and service to Philopto-
chos and the Church.

On accepting the appointment and
the charge of His Eminence, the new
president stated, “Our National Board is
blessed with a dynamic group of women.
Ilook forward to working with all of them
to advance the values and the mission of
the Philoptochos Society. We will embrace
new members as we continue to give
honor to our founders.”

Ms. Logus is a lifelong New York
City borough of Brooklyn resident and
a parishioner at Kimisis Tis Theotokou
Church. She is currently a lawyer for the
New York State Unified Court System,
and has three decades of legal experience.
She studied at New York University and
Brooklyn Law School.

She joined Philoptochos at age 18,
following in the footsteps of her grand-

mother and mother, who held several
positions in the organization.

In 1986, Archbishop lakovos ap-
pointed Ms. Logus to the Philoptochos
National Board as parliamentarian.

Multiple leadership roles followed, in-
cluding chair for two national conventions
and first vice president under Presidents
Mimi Skandalakis, Eve Condakes, and
Georgia Skeadas.

She served as Saint Basil Academy
board president for several years and has
been on the boards of Hellenic College
Holy Cross School of Theology and St.
Michael’s Home.

Her paternal grandparents were from
Constantinople and her maternal grand-
parents are from the island Limnos.

The Executive Board includes: Aph-
rodite Skeadas, past president-advisor;
Arlene Siavelis Kehl, first vice president;
Evangeline Mekras Scurtis, second vice
president; Jeannie Ranglas, third vice
president; Christine Karavites, secre-
tary; Martha Stefanidakis, treasurer;
and Georgia Vlitas, assistant treasurer;
and the metropolis presidents: Jennifer

Wy
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National Board officers, shown with Archbishop Demetrios, (from left) Anita Kartalopoulos, legal
advisor; Jeannie Ranglas, 3 vice president; Christine Karavites, secretary; Bishop Sevastianos of
Zela, spiritual advisor; National Philoptochos President Maria Logus. (right of Archbishop) Evange-
line Mekras Scurtis, 2" vice president; Arlene Siavelis Kehl, 1% vice president; Martha Stefanidakis,
treasurer; Georgia Vlitas, assistant treasurer; Irene Steffas, parliamentarian; and Maria Stavropoulos,

protocol officer.

Constantin, Direct Archdiocesan District;
Irene Arsoniadis, Metropolis of Chicago;
Frances Levas, Metropolis of Boston; Mar-
ian Catechis, Metropolis of Denver; Dee
Nicolaou, Metropolis of Atlanta; Margaret
Yates, Metropolis of Detroit; Rosemary
Nikas, Metropolis of Pittsburgh; Jeannie

Ranglas, Metropolis of San Francisco and
Anastasia Michals, Metropolis of New
Jersey.

Serving in advisory positions are
Anita Kartalopoulos, legal advisor; Maria
Stavropoulos, protocol officer; and Irene
Steffas, parliamentarian.

Patron Sts. Kosmas and Damianos Celebrated Nov. 1

NEW YORK - Archbishop Demetrios
celebrated the Feast Day of Sts. Cosmas
and Damianos, patron saints of the National
Philoptochos Society, at Holy Trinity Arch-
diocesan Cathedral on Nov. 1 with National
Board and chapter members present.

Also participating in the Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy was the Philoptochos spiritual
advisor, Bishop Sevastianos of Zela.

Among those attending were National
President Maria Logus and National Past
President and Advisor Aphrodite Skeadas.

Following the service, the festivities

continued at an open house at the Philop-
tochos Center of Philanthropy at 126 East
37th St. The reception was hosted by
Direct Archdiocesan District Philoptochos
President Jennifer Constantin and local
and national board members. Archbishop
Demetrios and Bishop Sevastianos spoke of
their recent visit to Cyprus, including offer-
ing the $10,000 donation from the Philop-
tochos Aid to Greece and Cyprus campaign.
President Logus, on behalf of the Society’s
27,000 members, expressed best wishes to
His Eminence on the recent occasion of his

name day, October 26, and thanked him for
his leadership, guidance and support of the
Society. She thanked all those in attendance
and commented that she is looking forward
to the challenges and eager to continue the
extraordinary work of Philoptochos. For the
two-year period of January 2012 through
December 2013, National Philoptochos
distributed an unprecedented $3.1 million
in philanthropic aid. For more information
contact: Rania Richardson, communications
manager, Greek Orthodox Ladies Philopto-
chos Society.

President Maria Logus informed
Philoptochos members of the passing
of Dina Skouras Oldknow on Oct. 28
and extended deepest sympathy to Mrs.
Oldknow’s family on behalf of the entire
national organization.

Mrs. Oldknow served as the seventh
national president (1990-94) under Arch-
bishop Iakovos.

Dina’s commitment to the Church
was guided by a lifelong friendship with
Archbishop Iakovos. In a 2012 inter-
view, Mrs. Oldknow fondly recalled that
while attending the National Philop-
tochos Convention in Washington, in
1990, Archbishop Iakovos whispered
to her that he would like to talk to her
about something. She was nervous and
thought she had done something wrong.
It was then that His Eminence asked
her to serve as Philoptochos national
president. The Archbishop told her he
had asked her husband first.

Mrs. Oldknow’s presidency was
marked as a period rich in community
service and outreach. Among her many
significant contributions was the estab-
lishment of the Children’s Medical Fund
that served as the precursor to the pres-
ent support nationwide with Children’s

In Memoriam
Dina Skouras Oldknow

Medical Fund
Luncheons held
in each Metrop-
olis. During
Dina’s second
term the Na-
tional Philopto-
chos adopted
the Interna-
tional Ortho-
dox Christian
Charities as one
of its ministries.
Dina visited extensively throughout the
country and in each Metropolis during
her tenure and also visited Canada and
South America.

Together with her late husband, Wil-
liam Oldknow, Dina served the Church
with deep commitment and devotion
and offered a life of unparalleled service
to her family, her Church and the com-
munity—at-large leaving behind a great
legacy. Dina was always grateful that her
family was very supportive of her great
passion for Philoptochos.

Sympathies are extended to her four
daughters Elizabeth, Theodora, Constan-
tina and Teresa with their families.

May her memory be eternal.

Dina Skouras Oldknow

Social Services: An Overview

The National Philoptochos Depart-
ment of Social Work assists Greek Ortho-
dox and Orthodox Christian individuals
and families, and Greek and Cypriot na-
tionals while they are in the United States.

Licensed social workers help people
address and resolve issues of poverty and
income inadequacies; health and mental
health including life-threatening illnesses,
chronic and debilitating diseases, sub-
stance abuse and co-dependency; hunger
and nutritional deficiencies; housing and
homelessness; aging and family services;
and domestic violence including partner,
elder and child abuse.

Clients complete and sign an “Ap-
plication for Assistance” and “Consent
for Release of Information” and, using
information gathered through assessment
interviews, an action plan is created to
help them manage on their own.

Services include interim case manage-
ment, supportive counseling and short-
term interventions, information about and
referrals to local and broader resources,
and advocacy assistance to ensure clients
access the benefits and services to which
they are entitled. Depending on need
and documentation, we provide limited
financial assistance to help prevent evic-
tions, foreclosures, and utility shut-offs;
assist victims of intimate partner abuse
relocate to a safe environment; contribute

to uncovered medical costs; and contrib-
ute to funerals of indigent members of
our community.

To ensure accountability, such grants
are made payable directly to vendors
providing services. Working with local
chapters and Metropolis Philoptochos,
the Department of Social Work assists with
daily living needs of food and clothing
through awarding supermarket or other
forms of gift cards.

In addition to direct services, the
department develops resources and gives
presentations to inform the Church com-
munity about the issues at hand and to
propose actions that a faith-based com-
munity can take to encourage effective
responses.

Recent presentations and resources
include, Mental Illness: Our Community’s
Journey to Understanding, Compassion
and Hope, Domestic Violence: Identifying
and Responding to Domestic Violence in
the Greek Orthodox Community, A Guide
to Finding Local Resources, Programs
and Services, and Fact Sheets on Breast
Cancer, Ovarian Cancer (in Greek and
English), Talking To Your Children About
Violent Events, Intimate Partner Abuse,
Elder Abuse and more.

These documents are posted on the
social services pages of the Philoptochos
website at www.philoptochos.org
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. by Nicholas Gage

Once firmly established in the
United States, the major religious de-
nominations in America took action
to proclaim their presence by each
building a great house of worship in
a major thoroughfare in the country’s
most significant urban center — New
York City.

The Episcopalians, the American
version of the Church of England,
made the first imprint with the con-
struction of St. Paul’s Chapel on lower
Broadway in 1766 and went on to erect
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine,
the enormous Romanesque edifice
in Morningside Heights, beginning in
1892. Not to be absent from the heart
of the city, a decade later they built St.
Bartholomew’s Church, a magnificent
Byzantine-inspired basilica, on Park
Avenue and 50th Street.

The Catholics chose the same gen-
eral area, but on Fifth Avenue between
50th and 51st streets to announce their
presence when they began construc-
tion of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, their
imposing Gothic temple, in 1910,
across from what would later become
Rockefeller Center.

The Rockefellers were Baptists and
were not about to let their denomina-
tion go unrepresented once they made
their vast fortune. So, in 1926, they
financed the construction of the tallest
religious structure in America — River-
side Church on Morningside Heights
overlooking the Hudson River.

The Jews made their statement in
1958 with the construction of the Fifth
Avenue Synagogue, 12 blocks up from
St. Patrick’s.

We Greek Orthodox have taken
our time to make our presence felt in
the Big Apple, content with our mod-
est Cathedral of the Holy Trinity on
74" Street between Second and First
avenues, some distance from the city’s
nerve centers.

Over the years, many Greek Ameri-
can leaders have talked about buying
or building a cathedral on Park and
Fifth avenues, now that we have made
so much progress in America and
achieved the second highest per capita
income of any ethnic group.

But the talk never went anywhere.
Now a terrible national tragedy has
given us the opportunity to create a
great shrine to our faith, and a spiritual
memorial to all those who perished
on 9/11.

The Church of St. Nicholas that
will be built at the heart of Ground
Zero replacing the one destroyed on
9/11 will make the most stirring state-
ment that any house of worship has
made in the United States in a long
time. It will tell America in brilliant
visual images what we are, where we
come from and where we are going.

Selecting Santiago Calatrava to de-
sign the church was an inspired choice,
for he is able to capture in his designs
the past and future in such imaginative
ways as to astound both the eye and
the mind.

There is a small bridge in Athens
that he designed over a roadway half-
way between the city center and Aghia

Out of the Ashes,
a Symbol of Our Faith

Paraskevi that at first looks like a futur-

istic spaceship ready to take off from its
launching pad, but then seems to take
the form of an ancient Greek trireme
gliding over the Aegean.

A fusion of the past and the fu-
ture is what characterizes the new St.
Nicholas Church. Calatrava has taken
his inspiration from some of the great
churches in Constantinople in creating
his design. The shallow dome will have
40 ribs as does the dome of the Aghia
Sofia, and alternating bands of stone at
the corners will echo the walls of the
Church of the Holy Savior in Chora.

But the church will also be con-
structed in such a way as to create an
ethereal effect reminiscent of the more
mystical scenes of “2001: A Space Od-
yssey.” This will be achieved by fusing
the exterior stone cladding with glass
that in the evening hours will create
a luminous aura and make the whole
church appear to glow from within.

Most of all, St. Nicholas Church
will have something entirely its own-
what Laurence Durrell called “spirit of
place.” The original church, a neigh-
borhood parish built in 1916, was
completely buried by the collapse of
the South Tower of the World Trade
Center on 9/11, the only place of wor-
ship destroyed in the terrorist attack.

The new church will be built on
a platform 25 feet above street level
at the end of an open space that will
include a non-denominational bereave-
ment center for rest and medication,
a shrine that will attract pilgrims of
all beliefs from all over America and
the world.

The church and the park area it will
crown will become a national destina-
tion that some 10 million people are
expected to visit every year. That will
make St. Nicholas National Shrine one
of the most popular sites in New York
City, attracting twice as many visitors
as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, for
example, and many times more than
other churches in the area, including
the most majestic cathedrals.

A terrible tragedy has brought us
the opportunity to leave our mark on
our new-found land and to do it in
a way that is worthy of our faith, fit-
ting to the memory of all those who
perished on 9/11, and mindful of the
promise of Jesus when he said, “My
house shall be called a house of prayer
for all people.”

Nicholas Gage is an Archon of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, an author of
several books, including “Eleni,” and a
former New York Times reporter.

Photo by Alex Mavradis

Boston Cathedral veterans at program held in their honor at Annunciation Cathedral.

Boston Cathedral Honors 839 Veterans

BOSTON - Annunciation Cathedral
held its annual Veterans Day Remem-
brance Program in honor of its 839 veter-
ans who served in the U. S. Armed Forces
from WW1 to the present Nov. 9 following
the Divine Liturgy.

Included was a special service for
the more than 500 deceased veterans.
Participating were the Hanscom Field
Color Guard, the George K. Menichios
Post 324 American Legion, branches if the
armed forces and Evzones from the Hel-
lenic American Societies of New England,
a wreath presentation, descriptive flag
folding, “Taps,” and the singing of the
“Our Father” by choir member Colleen
Palmer. Following this solemn service, a
tribute was made by a special armed forces
guest, Commissioner Francisco Urena of
Veterans’ Services.

The cathedral choir concluded the
festivities with a medley of patriotic musi-
cal numbers. The cathedral Veteran’s Car-
illon, dedicated in memory of the veterans,
was played “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
as attendees file out. The cathedral Ladies
Philoptochos hosted a warm reception in
the fellowship hall.

Photographic displays of veterans and
other memorabilia including the Memo-
rial Veteran’s Plaque listing 839 veterans
added further nostalgia to the program.

Cathedral veterans, or members of
their families, were recognized with a
patriotic cross pin by the cathedral youth.

Submitted by Dr. Marica Arvanities,
parish council president, and Dr. Chris-
topher G. Gussis, Cathedral Veteran’s
program chairman.

Ninth decade

Shadwells Restaurant hostess photo

Clergy from several Virginia parishes recently honored Fr. Peter Rexinis (center) retired pastor of
Transfiguration Church in Charlottesville, on the occasion of his 90" birthday. Fr. “Rex” has been a
priest for 60 years and served the Charlottesville community from 1973-97. Shown with him are (1.
tor.) FrJohn Manuel of St. Nicholas Church, Virginia Beach; Fr. George Chioros, Sts. Constantine and
Helen Church, Newport News; Fr. Nicholas Bacalis, dean of Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral;
Richmond, and Fr. Peter Day of Holy Trinity Church, Roanoke. Fr. Rex continues to serve the Church,
even in retirement. On Sundays, he makes a 250-mile round-trip journey from his home to St. Peter’s
Church in Danville, Va., to officiate at the Divine Liturgy.

Change of Address

To submit a change of address:
Contact Soula Podaras
at 212.774.0235

e-mail: spodaras@goarch.org

fax: 212.774.0239.

Or regular mail to:

Orthodox Observer,
8 E. 79" St., New York, NY 10075-0192
Be sure to include old address,
new address and name of parish.

Questions about submitting
news and photos:

Jim Golding (212) 570.3557;
jim@goarch.org
For advertising or the Greek section:
Lefieris Pissalidis, (212) 570. 3555;
lefteris@goarch.org
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METROPOLIS NEWS

Metropolis of Atlanta Shows Support for Hellenic College Holy Cross

- by Jim Golding

ATLANTA — Hundreds of faithful from
several states in the Metropolis showed
their strong support for Hellenic College
Holy Cross School of Theology and the
Diakonia Retreat Center in South Carolina
at a fundraiser Nov. 7 at Annunciation Ca-
thedral Center under the theme “United
in Ministry.”

The event was part of a weekend of
activities that included the annual Archan-
gel Michael Awards dinner on Nov. 8 and
a general planning meeting.

The event, chaired by HCHC Trustee
and 75" Anniversary Chairman Helen A.
Carlos, included presentations from Fr.
James Katinas, director of institutional ad-
vancement at HCHC, and recent graduates
Paul Lundberg and Stella Hondros who
both serve the Metropolis of Atlanta.

FOX-TV Chief Congressional Corre-
spondent Mike Emanuel, serving as emcee,
said in his welcoming remarks that the
missions of HCHC and the St. Stephen’s
Diakonia Center “are vital to our Faith” in
light of the crisis confronting Christianity
around the world, especially in the Middle
East.

Fr. Katinas focused on the importance
of HCHC in training the clergy needed to
minister to the faithful and present the
Orthodox Christian faith in a society where
Christianity is under attack.

He warned of the forces “tearing at the
fabric of our families,” including prioritiz-
ing material success “rather than in growing
in relationship with God,” and the effects
of popular culture on children.

“The bombardment of temptations is
one Smart phone away,” he said, while the
situation in the Church is one of “steady de-
clines in baptisms, weddings and chrisma-
tions and increasing numbers of funerals
and expenses.”

He noted that, while the world has
become increasingly complex, “Through
our ministry at the school and through
philanthropy we can respond in ways that
can be effective.”

Both HCHC and the Diakonia Retreat
Center can foster spiritual growth in people
of all ages,” Fr. Katinas said, because “Jesus
continues to shine in the darkness.”

He continued, “Parishes need well-
educated, Christ-centered teachers and the
school is actively inspiring and recruiting
future lay leaders and clergy of our Church.
Because of you, the Diakonia Center and
HCHC can continue their vital ministries.”

The Diakonia Center is located on a
210-acre site in northwestern South Caro-
lina, which hosts year-round retreats and
other events.

It can accommodate groups of 50 to

E

Hundreds of faithful represented parishes from several states of the Atlanta Metropolis.

L
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Metropolitan Alexios gives the opening prayer at the fund-raiser for HCHC, assisted by Fr. James

Katinas (at right of the metropolitan).

150. It features three lodges with a capacity
of 35 persons each in two-person rooms;
eight one-bedroom cabins, a meeting
center, chapel, workshop facilities, hiking
trails, a lake, and a dining hall.

The two graduates shared their
thoughts on how they benefited from the
school and the Diakonia Center .

“I'm very grateful for these two places,”
said Stella Hondros, who earned a Masters
in Divinity degree at Holy Cross and has
served as a counselor at St. Stephen’s.

She said of her HCHC experience that,
“It made me a better person.”

Currently, she is an assistant with the
Metropolis Youth Ministry program.

Ms. Hondros also praised the Cross-
Road program at the school that helps high
school students “know who they are and
who God wants them to be.” The program
takes place over the summer in two sepa-
rate10-day sessions. “It helps high school
students make life decisions,” she added.

Paul Lundberg, now a lay assistant at
Transfiguration Church in Marietta, Ga.,
said the two institutions have something
in common.

“They offer a total immersion into an
integrated whole Orthodox life. In this in-
tensely integrated Orthodox life, a tremen-
dous sense of community is built,” he said.

“The strength of the school is the unity
and sense of community we feel for one
another.”

In his concluding remarks, Metropoli-
tan Alexios observed that “In being here, we
are building a family and when we build a
family, we enjoy the time with the siblings.”

Noting that “We are losing 60 percent
of our youth when they go to college,” the
Metropolitan urged the parents to “give
time to your children and to make them
feel that somebody loves them.”

He continued, “We have to try to cre-
ate opportunities to open dialogue so they
can live with substance and respect life.”
That is why we are here, for a cause, for the
principles, We must become ambassadors
and speak about these things.”

He challenged audience members to
go to their parishes and encourage them
to support these institutions.

Following the formal program, Basile
the comedian performed his show, but also
seriously spoke about the importance of
supporting the two institutions.

Commenting later on the success of
the fund-raising dinner, Ms. Carlos noted,
“This event is unique in that it partners,
benefits and impacts two very important
ministries of our Orthodox Church. It is
our hope that this event will inspire our
bothers and sisters in Christ around the
country to consider having events that
will bring awareness to more than one
ministry especially when they compliment
each other.

“The Diakonia Retreat Center, which
is the location of our Metropolis of Atlanta
St. Stephen’s Camp, is a natural ‘stepping
stone’ to Hellenic College Holy Cross’
CrossRoad and Semester of Faith as well as
building a foundation for a future full-time
student at HCHC,” she said.

“Our speakers Stella Hondros and Paul
Lundberg, HCHC graduates, captured for
us the essence of these two ministries and
how they impact our young people. Our
MC, Mike Emanuel, chief congressional
correspondent for FOX News, gave us a
unique perspective from his worldwide
experiences in which Christianity is under
attack which reinforces the support of the
DRC and HCHC.

“Even, our own Basile, in his comedic
performance brought forth his own grati-
tude of how these ministries have benefited
his children and family.

“The event raised over $150,000 which
will be split between the DRC and HCHC.
We are grateful to have had this opportu-
nity to partner the DRC and HCHC,” Ms.
Carlos said. The greatest result I encoun-
tered after the event was from a young
man expressing ‘United in Ministry was an
epiphany for me; how can I get involved?””

METROPOLITAN ALEXIOS

CHAIRMAN HELEN A. CARLO

PAUL LUNDBERG
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NATIONAL MINISTRIES REPORTS

This is the fourth installment of Nation-
al Ministries reports that continue from the
July-August issue presented at the Clergy
Laity Congress in Philadelphia.

The National Ministries serve the entire
Church in the United States and are sup-
ported by all parishioners through their
stewardship commitment.

Reports are condensed and abridged
because of space limitations. To view the
complete texts of the reports, go to the
Archdiocese website, www.goarch.org;
then to the Archdiocese heading, scroll
down to Clergy-Laity Congress link, double
click, then go to Reports and Resolutions
entry on the top panel.

The July-August issue presented the
Chancellor’s Office, Communications,
and Department of Religious Education
reports. The September issue presented
the Archdiocesan District Office of Educa-
tion, Greek Education (English), Marriage
and Family, and the Orthodox Software
Initiative reports.

The October issue included the Or-
thodox Observer, Office of Parish Develop-
ment, Department of Philanthropy, and St.
Michael’s Home.

This issue presents Information Tech-
nology and Internet Ministries, Saint Basil
Academy and Stewardship Outreach and
Evangelism report summaries.

Departments of Information
Technology, Internet Ministries

The technology ministry of the Arch-
diocese is comprised of two departments
with two distinct areas of responsibility.

* Department of Information Technol-
ogy: The IT Department is responsible for
the overall technology vision and direction
of the Archdiocese including standards,
applications, and systems.

The IT Department also oversees
the daily operational aspects of the Arch-
diocese’s technology infrastructure and
provides technical support to Archdiocese
employees who use those internal systems.

* Department of Internet Ministries:
Internet Ministries is responsible for the
outward facing, technology ministry of
the Archdiocese headquarters to parishes,
parishioners, those seeking the Orthodox
faith and Metropolises.

The department sets and executes the
Archdiocese’s overall Internet/digital strat-
egy including the web, social networking,
and mobile technology.

Leadership 100 and the FAITH En-
dowment grants have made many of the
ministry offerings and services possible.

Range of responsibilities

The Department of Internet Ministries
and the Department of Information Tech-
nology have broad responsibilities from
the Ecumenical Patriarchate down to the
local parish level.

A small sampling of the sites and ser-
vices for which the Department of Internet
Ministries is responsible includes:

* patriarchate.org: The Ecumenical
Patriarchate official website.

¢ goarch.org: The Archdiocese official

website.

* apostolicpilgrimage.org: Official
website for the 2014 meeting between
Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew.

¢ assemblyotbishops.org: The Assem-
bly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
United States of America official website.

* scoba.us: The web site of the for-
mer SCOBA (still maintained for archival
purposes).

* faithandsafety.org: Technology safety
through the eyes of faith. A joint technology
safety initiative between the Archdiocese
and U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

¢ orthodoxmarketplace.com: The of-
ficial online store of the Archdiocese.

¢ bulletinbuilder.org: Bulletin Builder
is a revolutionary tool that enables users to
create and publish their parish’s Sunday
bulletin online for the web, email, and print
in just minutes.

* jconograms.org: Ilconograms is a free
electronic icon greeting card service.

¢ orthodoxjobs.com: OrthodoxJobs
is the premier online location for employ-
ment and other opportunities in lay minis-
try within the Orthodox Church.

The Archdiocese website is one of the
most visited Orthodox websites with nearly
2.5 million visitors/year who view well over
7 million pages of content.

It is considered the authoritative site
for Orthodox Christianity and is referred
to by the U.S. State Department—includ-
ing staff to be stationed in Orthodox
countries, other domestic and foreign

[> continued next page
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Information Technology...

government agencies, academic institu-
tions, and more. It serves as both an
authoritative and informational resource
on the faith, life, and culture of Orthodox
Christianity.

The Department of Internet Minis-
tries provides a number of services to
the metropolises, parishes, and our vari-
ous institutions and organizations. The
Department currently hosts:

* 600 parish, metropolis, and orga-
nizational web sites on its infrastructure.

* More than 3,000 e-mail accounts
spanning 200 domains which pass close
to 900,000 e-mails/month.

* 13 Archdiocesan parishes and two
parishes from other Orthodox Christians
jurisdictions for live webcasting of ser-
vices. Over 12 terabytes of live streaming
data is consumed by users every year.

* More than 720 e-mail listservers
encompassing over 130,000 subscribers
and pushing out as many as 1.3 million—
e-mails/month.

* More than 55,000 users/month
who send and view over 30,000 Icono-
grams electronic greeting cards.

The Archdiocese has a strong pres-
ence on various social media channels
including: (stats current as of June 5)

* Facebook: facebook.com/goarch -
over 44,000 likes.

e Twitter: twitter.com/goarch -
11,000 followers.

* YouTube: youtube.com/greekor-
thodoxchurch - over 3,900 subscribers
and over 600,000 views.

Additional statistics are available
further in the report.

The Archdiocese is also responsible
for the social media sites of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate:

* Facebook: www.facebook.com/
ecumenicalpatriarchate

* Twitter: www.twitter.com/ecupa-
triarch

* YouTube: www.YouTube.com/
patriarchate

Department of Internet Ministries
staff travel nationally to conduct lectures
and presentations on a variety of topics
related to the Church’s use of technol-
ogy and how parishes can use modern
technologies effectively as tools for evan-
gelism and outreach.

Serving many organizations

Additionally, the two departments
provide products, services, consulting,
and support for: the Ecumenical Patri-
archate, The Pastoral Healthcare initiative
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, The Arch-
diocese, Remote Archdiocesan Offices,
Metropolises, parishes, the Assembly

of Bishops, The Order of St. Andrew:
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
National Philoptochos Society, Camping
programs and ministries, Saint Basil Acad-
emy, Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology,

The Information Technology Depart-
ment provides the complete groupware,
calendaring, and mobile platform sup-
port for the Archdiocese and Metropo-
lises.

Projects and Initiatives

The Departments of Internet Minis-
tries and Information Technology have
been active on a variety of projects and
activities. A sampling includes:

* Apostolic Pilgrimage of Pope
Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew to Commemorate the 50"
anniversary of the 1964 Meeting of Pope
Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch Athe-
nagoras.

* Expanding Infrastructure and
Reducing Annual Costs by $100,000. In
the summer of 2013, the IT Department
completed a full overhaul of the entire
data and telecommunications infrastruc-
ture of the Archdiocese at six locations.

* Alexander Project: Full Parishioner
and Clergy Data Management; real-time
synchronization to mobile devices; and
digital sacramental registry.

* Historic Partnership with Roman
Catholic Church on Technology Safety.

¢ Bulletin Builder 2—Major Version
Update. Bulletin Builder revolutionizes
the Sunday Bulletin ministry.

* Daily Readings App for Android,
Amazon Kindle Fire, Apple iOS, Nokia,
and Windows Mobile Devices.

* Orthodox Marketplace-Growth and
Expansion into Amazon Services.

* Leadership 100 GOTelecom Video
Programming; Metropolis Clergy-Laity Fam-
ily Ministry Conference.

¢ National Technology Safety Educa-
tional Initiative.

¢ Facebook Educators and Commu-
nity Leaders’ Guide.

* Religious Alliance Against Pornog-
raphy Board of Directors and Executive
Committee.

* Technology CONVERGENCE Sum-
mit.

¢ Archons Religious Freedom Confer-
ence in Berlin.

* Digital Archives Project.

* E-books and Digital Media.

¢ Interactive Children’s Bible Reader
Online.

* Assembly of Bishops website.

e St. Nicholas National Shrine web-
site.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries

The Department of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry — Y2AM as it is known in the
social media — works to improve educa-
tion programs for youth and young adults
and to increase program offerings. Y2AM
serves as the new department logo for
branding and marketing purposes, placed
alongside the Archdiocese logo.

Y2AM’s mission includes helping
youth and young adults to better under-
stand and experience Orthodox Christian-
ity, setting the tone and vision for youth
and young adult ministry, creating free
parish and field ministry resources, pro-
viding training and Archdiocese-wide stan-
dards for the youth-young adult ministry.

Connecting With Resources
Y2AM offers a variety of online resourc-
es, shared with youth and young adults
either through their parishes or directly
through our various social media outlets.

Social Networking

The department cultivates an active
and engaging presence on social me-
dia, including Twitter and Instagram @
GOA_Youth, and Facebook @ GOAYouth.

Young Adults pages are on Pinter-
est, GOA YoungAdults and Tumblr, GOA
Young Adults.
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“For | was hungry
and you gave me food”

— Matthew 25:35

Join us in our ongoing fight against hunger.
Your support will help us reach those
who need it most.

Thanks to a generous donor,
your gift to IOCC will be
matched dollar for dollar,
up to $100,000, until
December 31, 2014.

So, please give as
generously as possible.

DONATE TODAY AT
iocc.org/giftmatch

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
P.O. Box 17398 e Baltimore, MD 21297-0429 USA

Toll-free donation hotline: (877) 803-10CC (4622)
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SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 7-14, 2015
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Sponsorad by St Mark Greek Orthodax Church of Ocala

You must book with TravelGroup

GREEK CRUISE
Let the fun begin for 2015!
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Youth and Young Adult Ministries
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#LiveOrthodoxy hashtag continues
to be popular, with about 900 unique
photographs on Instagram alone. Other
popular hashtags include #y2am, #bethe-
bee, #OrthodoxLife and #beREAL

Face-to-Face Ministry
Y2AM regularly offers presentations,
workshops, making other appearances
at parishes and organizing “Be the Bee”-
themed retreats.

Parish and Field Ministry Resources
YouTube Videos

The department’s YouTube channel,
Y2AM, has 1,260 subscribers and 51,677
views as of May 28. The weekly “Be the Bee”
series is the core YouTube offering. Each
episode averages about 1,400. Y2AM had 11
subscribers before launching “Be the Bee.”

Be the Bee Retreats, Website

“From YouTube to YOU,” offers cus-
tomizable retreats, regional retreats for
multiple parishes at once. Working with
the YMT, the Department of Religious Edu-
cation, and Internet Ministries to create a
resource for parents and youth workers of
all kinds to better use and apply Be the Bee.

Episodes are paired with study ques-
tions, sample Sunday school and retreat
lesson plans (tailored to different age
groups) to help youth fully benefit from
episodes, whether viewing them at home
or in a classroom setting.

The website will also connect to a daily
“Be the Bee blog.”

“ExeGenius”

Y2AM launched “ExeGenius,” annota-
tion of the weekly Sunday Gospel reading.
The project is developed in close coop-
eration with the advanced exegesis class
at Holy Cross School of Theology, taught
by Dr. Bruce Beck, assistant professor of
New Testament and director of the Pap-
pas Patristic Institute at Holy Cross School
of Theology. Annotations offer patristic
quotes, Scriptural cross-references, and
other comments and questions that help
the reader better understand the reading.

Podcasts

“OL with FJ” podcasts were launched
on the Orthodox Christian Network. They
are geared toward young adults summer
camp programs. Sessions are casual, cat-
echetical discussions primarily led by a
priest and conducted with a small group
of participants at summer camp.

This podcast takes the same tone but
presents like a sermonette, while encourag-
ing discussion via e-mail at the conclusion
of every episode. “Word” is a new podcast
on Ancient Faith Radio geared towards
young adults and offers listeners weekly
exegetical sermons on the Sunday gospel
readings, exploring the richness and depth
of meaning behind even the simplest words
of Scripture.

“Word,” a companion offering to “Ex-
eGenius,” is hosted by Steven Christoforou,
interim director of the department.

Meme Project
Taking compelling lines from the
Scripture, the Fathers, modern elders,
etc. and setting them with inspirational
backgrounds (designs, photographs, etc.).

Blogs
Maintain “The Ladder,” a blog written

for young adults offering a weekly reflec-
tion that offers a deeper, more theological
look at the Faith. New posts are released
every Monday and Friday. “The Ladder” re-
cently moved to the new GOA blog website
at blogs.goarch.org.

Real Weekend

*REAL (Representing Emerging Adult
Leaders) is our national young adult
ministry that has been cultivated and well
received at the grass-roots level.

¢ Superseding the outdated YAL mod-
el, REAL is foundationally an initiative based
on service and fellowship, reaching our
young adults where they are and fulfill-
ing the needs that these emerging leaders
have today.

Orthodoxy On Tap

*Orthodoxy on Tap is currently the
most popular REAL young adult ministry,
and gathers young adults for fellowship
and education in casual settings such as
restaurants and bars. Young adults gather
for presentations, guided discussion, or
other opportunities to learn about the Faith
in a relaxed and communal setting. Y2AM
has a how-to guide to help parishes start
this ministry.

Orthodoxy in Motion

Y2AM has developed a video contest
with the Department of Philanthropy,
“Orthodoxy in Motion.” This will help
youth express their faith in a short video,
to increase the Church’s presence on
YouTube, and provide material that can be
incorporated into future educational cur-
ricula. First prize to the junior and senior
division will be $2,000.

*Y2AM, along with the Department of
Religious Education, is exploring ways to
use this contest as a model for future addi-
tions to the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival.

Youth Ministry Standards
Youth Protection Manual
Praesidium Inc., the national leader in
abuse risk management, is the content pro-
vider for the Youth Protection Manual and
online training modules for youth work-
ers and clergy. This manual offers more
specific and robust training, and proper
stipulations for the eventual rollout to all
parish ministries, including volunteers and
workers associated with youth.

Youth Worker Training

Youth Protection also needs to be
“positive,” an invitation to know Christ.
To properly do this, youth workers in the
Archdiocese are properly trained through
the highest standards to ensure that youth
are getting the best possible experience
from their participation in various youth
ministries through three key areas: doc-
trine, skills, and pastoral care.

Camping Ministries L-100 Camping
Ministries Grant

The Leadership 100 Endowment Fund
has provided a $270,000 grant for national
Camping Ministry efforts, of which $30,000
will be distributed to each metropolis and
the Direct Archdiocesan District through
the Office of the Archbishop.

These funds help subsidize attendance
and assists camp program enhancements
simultaneously. It has enabled hundreds
of participants from across the nation to
attend their local camp and learn to live
Orthodoxy first hand.
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INSTITUTIONAL REPORT

Saint Basil Academy

Saint Basil Academy is an Archdiocesan
institution with its basic infrastructure
founded upon the Christian teachings of
Jesus Christ and His Orthodox Church.

The Academy is the only Greek Or-
thodox licensed residential child-care
institution for Orthodox children in need
in America. It is the manifestation of the
Church’s caring love for young people in
desperate life situations and ministers to the
whole child: mind, body and spirit.

The Academy’s mission is to facilitate
shelter, protection, love and education for
our young people so they are able to grow
up as healthy, wholesome, well-rounded
Orthodox Christians, as well as productive
members of society with vision and hope.
For 70 years Saint Basil has provided a lov-
ing, safe and warm Christian environment
for its youth. Its Garrison campus is situated
in the Hudson Valley across from the United
States Military Academy at West Point.

Saint Basil offers children an oppor-
tunity for a new beginning and a chance
to view themselves with an enhanced
self-esteem.The children depend on the
attitudes, understanding and skills of the
Saint Basil staff. They thrive when they feel
they are being supported and encouraged
in an atmosphere where guidelines and
expectations are consistent and predictable.

Educational Program

The staff places emphasis on each
child’s academic success. Whether the
youngster’s a high achiever academically
or has special education needs, each child
is dealt with as an individual. Their abilities
are examined and the appropriate program
is structured for each resident. Students at-
tend two local schools in the area and there
is excellent cooperation with both. Trans-
portation to and from school is provided by
the Residential Life Department staff.

Learning Center

The Nicholas J. Sumas Library became
the Learning Center in January 2001 to
address the students’ educational needs. It
was created with the expertise and coopera-
tion of Marist College’s School of Educa-
tion in that the original basis of instruction
would not only address homework strate-
gies, but would also remediate underlying
educational deficits and provide strategies
for students. The center’s staff members
value and understand the students, with
and nearly 100 percent of them going on
to college or trade schools.

Residential Life

The Residential Life Department has
been operating for more than 65 years.
A typical day consists of helping children
meet their educational, recreational and
spiritual needs. The program consists of a
behavior modification program that holds
the children accountable for both positive
and negative behavior.

The schedule includes study time in
the Learning Center, a weekday chapel
service, recreation, chores, clean up and
sleep. The weekends include excursions to
local parishes, recreation on campus with
monthly young adult Saturday activities,
shopping, movies and many other events.

Students live in one of seven dorms
here on campus, four for the girls and three
for the boys. Common areas such as the
television room, kitchen and bathrooms
are shared by all students.

The Bridge Program has a male and
female dorm for the post high school
residents. The children have 24-hour resi-

dential counselors when not in school. The
dorm is their home and they are able to
personalize their rooms.

Spiritual Life

The chapel is central to the life of the
children. It symbolizes the religious life,
and spiritual education and nurturing of
the children. This is what makes Saint Basil
Academy a totally unique residential child-
care institution. The Greek Orthodox faith
as given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ is
what sustains and enhances the ministry to
the children. They truly grow in their faith,
belief and love of God. The chapel, built
by William Chirgotis of blessed memory in
1985, is used on weekdays for a brief vesper
service followed by a teaching sermon for
the children and staff of the Academy and,
of course, Sunday Divine liturgies. Retreats
for both GOYA and adults are hosted on a
regular basis throughout the year. A small
local constituency of parishioners join the
children to participate in Divine Liturgy on
Sunday mornings which complements the
Saint Basil “family.” Saint Basil Academy
is a holy place. In addition to having the
gravesite of Archbishop Michael, there is the
Zoodochos Peghe (Life Giving Fountain)
shrine, the St. Dionysios Chapel, and the
St. Iakovos Chapel.

Recreation

The Pan Arcadian Gym at the Academy
is central to the year-round recreational
needs of the children and is a very versatile
building. It is used as a basketball court
and houses an exercise/weight room. Each
child is taught how to ride a bicycle, if they
do not know, and receive one at the first
Christmas. The gym is also available as an
auditorium for many events at the Academy.
The annual Christmas Pageant, Fashion
Show, and Vasilopita celebrations are all
held in the Gym. The facility is capable of
holding 200 people Swimming is a major
part of the childrens’ lives. The Daughters
of Penelope pool was built in 1983 and
enclosed in 1985. It is heated and avail-
able for use by the children and visitors to
the Academy throughout the year. All the
children learn how to swim. Many of the
high school and college age youth have
obtained their lifeguard certification. The
athletic field, created by the Philoptochos
Sisterhood of Saint Basil, is located on the
southern part of the campus. It is also made
available to the Haldane School District for
their lacrosse and soccer teams. Thus, Saint
Basil is a viable part of the local community.

Health Programs, Emotional Care

The Clinical Staff includes clinicians
(who have attained at least a master’s de-
gree), aregistered nurse, graduate students,
and a consulting child psychiatrist.

All inquiries and questions relating to
admissions and programs at Saint Basil are
channeled to the director of clinical services.

Clinicians complete a comprehensive
and thorough report justifying the need for
placement of all children and provide family
counseling, sibling group counseling and
workshops in the dorms.

Medical Care

Every child is under the care of a local
pediatrician. With the staff registered nurse,
all children are given their appropriate
physical exams, and inoculations. Care is
given in all areas. Some children have Med-
icaid. All are cared for equally and offered
the proper, appropriate and best medical
care available.
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JOIN US ON OUR SPECIAL
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THREE GENERATIONS OF YIAYIA'S,
ONE RECIPE, CAPTURING THE ESSENCE OF GREECE

AN ASSORTMENT OF YUMMY SWEETS
DELICIOUS, BEAUTIFULLY BOXED & BOWED!

PERFECT FOR YOUR HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING,

OR JUST TO ENJOY YOURSELF!
COMPLIMENTARY SHIPPING

10% or:

THROUGH DEC. 10™ USE THE CODE 'OPA’
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ARCHONS

Dimitrios Panagos photo

Archon class

New Archons with Archbishop Demetrios and Metropolitan Methodios of Boston at Holy Trinity
Archdiocesan Cathedral following their induction into the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle on Nov. 19

Corrections, clarification

* In the obituary of Fr. John Orfanakos, Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey was
listed as participating in the funeral service. He was out of the country at the time.

* In the article by Clifford Argue on the visit to Orthodox lands in southeast Europe,
Marina Zazanis is a member of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) Board
of Directors and is not a missionary. Floyd Frantz is an OCMC missionary in Romania
and he and Christi Thiery are both addiction counselors.

To donate
to the St. Nicholas National Shrine, make checks payable to:
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
Mailing Address: Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
8 East 79 St., New York, NY 10075 - www.stnicholaswtc.org

G@® TELECOM = ., Wherever

Channe

Exclusively available on WhereverTV.
FREE with any paid subscription.

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE TV CHANNELS

LIVE FROM GREECE

SIAR

irting at:

3 month

- Cable TV without the Cable
* No installation necessary

* No contract required
+ Cancel at any time

To Learn More - Visit http://greek.wherever.tv

- Call +1 412 663 0094
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BOOK REVIEW

The Making of the New Testament

Fr. Theodore G. Stylianopoulos,
The Making of the New Testament:
Church, Gospel and Canon
Brookline, MA.

Holy Cross Orthodox Press,

170 pp. $14.95.

By Rev. Dr. Stanley Harakas Th.D., D.D.

Fr. Theodore G. Stylianopoulos is
well-known far beyond the generations of
students he has taught at Holy Cross School
of Theology in Brookline, Mass. since 1967,
Holding the titles of Professor of New Tes-
tament and Archbishop Takovos Professor
of Orthodox Theology, Emeritus, he has a
worldwide reputation as a foremost expert
in the field of New Testament academic
studies.

In this book, Fr. Theodore investigates
carefully and responsibly the relationship of
the formation of the New Testament and the
Early Church in a balanced, integrative and
uplifting way, for his readers.

The fundamental issue he addresses in
this book is the question of the formation
of the New Testament and its profound
and inseparable relationship with the
Church of Christ and the New Testament’s
development.

This book is marked on the one hand
by what Archbishop Demetrios calls in the
“Forward,” a “serious scholarly contribu-
tion,” with copious documentation shown
in the many notes at the end of each of the
eight chapters and the rich bibliography.

Nevertheless, Fr. Theodore’s illumi-
nating chapters are written in the way that
parish clergy and interested laypersons can
easily read and understand the issues that
he addresses. Chief among these are how,
in the earliest Christian years, a living and
vibrant Church was inspired, guided and
informed by a living tradition, the “canon
of faith,” which gave to the Church the abil-
ity to acknowledge the authentic message
in some writings and to reject as false and
unconnected with the authentic beliefs
conveyed in the Christian gospel.

Repeatedly, throughout the book, Fr.
Theodore emphasizes that the core of that
gospel, that is, “The Good News” is Jesus
Christ as the Savior of all who come into
this world.

That is, Jesus’ life, message, witness,
death and resurrection. Thus, he begins
the book in a chapter titled “The Ministry

ofJesus” with this affirmation: “The story of
the making of the New Testament begins
with the ministry of Jesus. From Jesus came
the Church and from the Church came the
New Testament.”

In several chapters, Fr. Stylianopou-
los provides us with a description of the
interplay between the tradition of faith
proclaimed by the Church in the earliest
centuries and the written documents which
were acknowledged to authentically reflect
and concurrently to inform the Church’s
proclamation of its faith. It is the story of the
rejection of some writings and the acknowl-
edgement of other writings containing the
authentic “canon of the faith.”

The story of this mutual and interpen-
etrating process is clearly told in the pages
of this book. Clergy and laity who are inter-
ested in exploring the formative years of the
Church and the New Testament will find
this book a valuable and readable account
of the formative years of both the Church
and its New Testament Scriptures. The last
four chapters address the issues of how, of
all the varied writings of the era shortly after
Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection were
selected as authentic — that is, the formation
of the New Testament canon, its 27 books
witnessing to the life, ministry, teaching,
crucifixion and victorious resurrection of
Jesus Christ and the first years of the estab-
lishment of His Holy Church.

Bishops, priests, theologians, and reli-
gious educators should take Fr. Theodore’s
message seriously. As Orthodox Christians,
we are encouraged to affirm a fundamental
truth: the Church of the Apostolic times ad-
dressed the “issue of orthodoxy and heresy.
It is a travesty to claim that this view means
that orthodoxy did not exist until the late
second century. The heritage that was finally
acknowledged as orthodox existed from the
time of Jesus.”

In my judgment, this book should
especially serve to orient those who preach
and teach in the Orthodox Church today, to
keep their focus and message continuously
on the Orthodox teaching about Jesus and
the “Good News” of the Gospel.

Orthodox Christians in the English
speaking world are grateful to have such
a competent, focused, articulate and rev-
erent guide to the New Testament as we
have in Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos. We
are grateful.

This book is highly recommend.

St. Michael’s Honors Stephen Cherpelis

[> from page 6

panded community center and school, vice
chairman of the Direct Archdiocesan District
Council, member of Leadership 100, and a
major contributor and fundraising chair-
man of the Ronald McDonald House.

Archbishop Demetrios, along with
Board President Haeda Mihaltses, be-
stowed the award to the honoree,
whose family including wife, Arete, and
four daughters. Friends and colleagues
were all in attendance to celebrate his
philanthropic achievements. Residents
in attendance from the Home enjoyed a
beautiful evening and even finished it off
with some dancing.

The success of this year’s gala was
due to the extraordinary commitment of
the Gala Chairwoman, Board of Trustee
member, and speaker, Efthalia Katos,
along with the hard working gala commit-
tee. Attendees adorned in exquisite cock-
tail attire were greeted in the Grand Hall.

For more information about St. Michael’s
events, to volunteer or make a donation,
visit http://www.stmichaelshome.org or

call (914)-476-3374.

ABOUT ST. MICHAEL’S HOME

Since its opening in May of 1958
the mission of St. Michael’s Home has
been to provide the elderly of our Greek
Orthodox community with a home-away-
from-home where they can live out their
“golden” years with love, dignity, and
quality care in a Greek Orthodox envi-
ronment. As the only residential adult
care facility under the aegis of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, the
Home is a unique facility offering a loving
environment where residents are treated
as family members and are accorded the
appropriate physical and spiritual care
they need.

Alexa Cecchini is the development of-
ficer for St. Michael’s.
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‘Eopti] Ayiwv Avapyvpwv
Kooua kai Aapiavod

IIpdg T0v6 ZefaopiwtdTovs kai Oco-
ileatarovg Apytepeis, Tovs Evdafeotd-
10U Tepeic kai Atakovovs, Tovs Movayovs
ki Movayés, Tovs IlpoéSpovs kai MéAn
@v Kowotik@v Zvufovlriowy, té Huepn-
ol ki Amoyevparivee Zxodeia, Tic Pido-
nTwyovs Adedpotytes, v Neodaia, Tig
EAnvopOddoles Opyavawaeis ki SAékAnpo
160 Xpiotenwvopov nAipwpa 17¢ Tepdc
ApxiemoKomiic Apepikc.

Ilpoogireic Adedgoi

Kai Adedgés év XpiLo1@,

KaBe xpovo deixvouvpe v dyamn
kai dootpn pag 016 PAavlpwmiko
£pyo tod Oikovpevikod ITatplapyeiov pag
avaknpbvocovtag v Eoptr t@v Ayiwv
Avapyvpwy, Ayiwv Koopd kai Aapavod,
WG NUépa TPOoEVYTG Kal ApwYyig TV @L-
AavBpwTik®v Stakovidv oD TPOTPEPEL
1| Tepd Apylemiokonny Kovotavtivov-
O ews. AUTEG of Slakovieg o€ dpgavd,
HAKLPEVOLG, dppWOTOVG Kai évSeelg
ovvavBpwmnovg pag dnotehodv {wTiko
Kal ovolaoTikod €pyo 100 Oikovpevikod
[atplapyeiov and i idphoews Tov Kai
ovveyilovTat wg Tig EPES Hag MG HapTL-
pla TG KANoewg pag and tov Kopto pag
VA& TIpoo@EPoLLE eDoTAayyViKT Oepareia
Kai ot bnnpeoia 6Tovg ExovTeg dvayk.

KaBodnyobpeba otrv mpoonddeid
pag adthy &nd v EBvikn dlomtwyo
Adelgotnta Kupiwv. Trhv Kupraxr, 2
Noepppiov, Tomkd mapapTripata dvé v
Tepd Apxlemioronny 0 tpoo@épouy idikr
BonBeta 0" adTég Tig Stakovieg. Xag mpo-
OKAAD va cuvelo@epete pé yevvatodwpia
y1é va PonOnoete 16 £pyo Tod Tpoa@ilodg
pag Oikovpevikod IMatprapyeiov thv dpa
Katd Ty omoia ol Pactkés Avaykeg Ekel
kai otV Méon AvatoAn avEavouv. Omwg
napakolovBodype, Stakovieg ué pakpd
iotopia Sokidlovrar and v EXkewyn
péowv kabwg ouvexds dvadbovtal véeg
AvBpWTOTIKEG KPIOELG Kol ATEATILOHEVEG
¢KKAN0€LG Y14 PoriBeta.

21 yevvatodwpn mpoopopd pag
npog otnpiEn tod {wtikod Epyov Tod
Oikovpevikod [Matpiapyeiov, mpoo@épov-
pe paptopia TG EVOTNTOG pag év Xplotd
Kai TG &évotnTog pag Std Tig MoTewq.
AVt elvat ) paptopio tig pwtng ExkAn-
olag 6Tav OLYKEVIPWVOVTAY TIPOCPOPES
Kkai Sidovtav o€ kowvoTNnTeG pé peydheg
avaykeg, kaAAepy@vTag tovg deapovg
tig éyamng év Xplot® (Pwp. 15:26, Kop.
A’,16:1-4,Kop. B', 8-9). Abtr| elvau ) pap-
Tupia T@V Ayiwv Avapydpwyv, Koopd kai
Aapuavod. Eva fjoav ovyyevels € aipatog
WG a0EA@La, foav émiong évwuévol &v
Xplot® kai év i) Suvdpet TG O TEWG K-
Bwg xpnotpomolodoayv ta Oeikd Swpa Twv
Y& vé mpoo@épovv taom, mapnyopia Kkai
EATtida o¢ avTovg oi Omoiot eixav dvaykm.

AVt elvau émiong 1) Sukr) pag papto-
plo émti TOV Nuep@V pag o€ Eva Tufpa Tod
KOOHOL Gmov 1) Stakovia €v OvOpaTog Tod
Xplotod avtipetmniler ToANEG TTPOKAT-
oelG. 'Ev péow onpavtikdv éumodiov kai
avtiBéoewy, T6 Oikovpeviko Iatplapyelo
pag, dno v fyeoio tod Iavaywtdrov
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lotopiko Ilpookvvnpa ota kateyopeva, ot Movi) Tov Anootolov
Avdpea ka otovg eykAwpPropevovg EXAnpvoxvmprovg g Kapmaoiag

I ov Zravpov H. Hanayeppavod

AEYKQZXIA - 'Hynoe kat TéAL xappoov-
va 1 kapmava g Movrg tov Ayiov Avdpéa
vrodexopevn tov Zefacpwrtato ApyLemi-
OKOTIO ApEPIKNG K. ANUATPLO OTHV LOTOPLKN
TPWTI EMOKEYT Kol TPOOKVVIIA CLVANA
ApXLETOKOTIOV AHEPIKNG OTNVY LOTOPLKT] HOVT),
ot Xepoovnoo g Kapraociag kat oTiG kate-
XOueveg meploxég tng Kompov.

To ta&idt Eekivnoe and T Agvkwoia vwpic
0 tpwi Tov ZaBPdrtov 25 OktwpPpiov 2014. To
TPWTO AVTOKIVNTO e TOV Apylemiokomo An-
HnTpLo kat tov Apepikavo mpéoPn otnv Kompo
John Koenig. To §evtepo, éva {ikpd Aew@opeio
He Tot AN TNG oVVOSEiag Tov APXLETIOKOTIOL.
Ta oxfpata mépacav 0TOV KATEXOUEVO TOUEA
™G Agvkwaiag kat (mrKav oTov Tato Spopo
Agvkwoiag — Appoxwotov dtaoxifovrag tny
nedidda g Meoaopiag mov amAwvetal and
10 0pog Tpoodog uéxpt tov Ievradaktuvro,
ekel mov ovpPwva pe Tov Bpvlo o Aryevrg
Axpitag Amhwoe To XEPL TOV KL AKOVUTNOE
TNV KOPLPOYPALLLT APTIVOVTAG TO AMOTUTIW-
{ot TOL. 2TO TOTHO AMADVOVTAV UKPA XWwpPLd
HE VYWHEVOVG eTUOEIKTIKA TOVG OTIATIVOUG
Hvapédeg, kat NoeAnvoug va kupatilovy og
A€VKO Kal KOKKIVO POVTO. Ze apKETA Onpela
SLakpivovTay ot EKKANGLEG KA TA KOUTIAVaPLA
Xwpic otavpovg, vaoi BABepoi otnv oy,
YAwpot kat yrpilot k&tw arr’ Tov Aapmpd nAto,
a@nuévol oTa oToLeld TG PUOEWS KAl OTOV
KATATPEYHUO TV KATAKTNTWY KAl TOV XPOVOU.
To xwptd Agvkovoiko, e AAAo dvopa Twpa,
Bpioketal on péon e medadac. Meydheg kat
HKPEG TOLUEVTEVIEG KATAOKEVEG SIAOTIAPTEG
070 TOTtio Kt oo TIG SO pePLéG Tov Spopov,
oL TeplocoTepeg Nuiteleis, dixwg avBpwmovg
OaV OTOLXEWWEVEG IOV TIG EYKATEAENYE O £p-
yohaBog tovg. H AdmaBog Ppioketal ki autr
Tavw 010 Spopo Aiya xthopetpa mo katw. Kt

‘-'h-‘_,;‘ ;
Dutoypagies: AHMHTPIOZ IIANATOX
Sy

O Apyiemiokomog AqunTpiog mpookvvel THY 10TOpIKH e1kOva Tov AmooTodov Avipéa

voTepa Ta oxnuata épdacav 0To KOATO NG
AppoxwoTov kit avngdpnoav Popeta ya to
Mroyad. O niog eixe onkwOei Twpa ya kakd
néavw arn’ Tt 0dhacoa. EMEG kat xapouTiég
novtol. Tlivakideg Stdomapteg o KTiopata
Kat 6TOAOVG e TWANTHpLa va avayyéAlovv
™V TWANOT Tov 8pWTA KATTOLWY AAAWY, TNV
TEPLOVOIA TWV TPOCPUYWYV TIOV KATATIATHOE
KOl VEHETOL TTAPEVOHOL O KATAKTNTHG.

Aiyo apyodtepa petd tn Ttakovoa to
AVTOKIVNTO TTOV UeTéPEPE TOV ApXLETIIOKOTIO
Kat Tov Apepukavo IIpéoPn éptaoce 0to xwptd
Ayia Tpidda omov (ovv péxpt orjuepa 70 me-
pimov eykAwpPiopévor EXAnvokvmpiot. Tovg
TPOUTAVTNOE 0 olkeiog Lepapxng, Emiokomog
Kapmaoiag k. Xplotogopog. Mia xob@ta
EMnvokvmpiwv paledtnkav pnpootd oto
vao. ApkeToi AANOL KOLITODGAY TOVAAXLOTOV pie

TEPLEPYELQL, HePLKOi Tpafodoay uwTOypapied.

‘Evag nMikiwévog avtpag xTomnoe Ty Kapmd-

Va TOV OUWVVHOL VAo KL 0 Apylemiokomog
Anunprog, padi pe tov MntpomoAitn Ntitpoit
Nuohao, tov Eniokorno Znwv Zefaotiavo kat
Ta dAAa péAn tng ovvodeiog Tov, GUYKAOVL-
OUEVOL UTTKAY 0TO VAo, dvayav €va kepl Kat
npookvvnoav Padid cuykivnpévol. Eyailav
To anohvtikto tng IlevinkooTnq kat Tov Divo
«Tn Yrepudyw» Kot GOVTOHO TPLOAYLO YLot TOV
yto Tov ZaBPa Awaot), ayvOOOHEVO OTPATIDTN
Lavvakn Ataon, ov nrav 21 eTwv OTav oKo-
TwOnke kat ayvoeito anod TG 14 AvyodoTtov
1974. Ta Aeiyavd tov Bpédnkav 10 2010 kovta
oto xwptd KAemivn, avayvwpiotnkav pe
pébodo tov DNA kat emecTpaPnoav oTtovg
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H ayvi yoxn
0ev éapuoe
oty Kvmpo,
oty Makapia yn...

I tov Zratpov H. Marayeppavod

«Kowg npBate oty Kdmpo v aépiv,
ot Makapia yn. Xt wpaio modvnabo koppin
ayvi yoxn Sev éopuoe. Kau Get, wou Get kau Geul»

Otav ot otoixol avtoi Tov Kwotr Ia-
Aapd aro ta Xein Twv audiwv pe ta pueyda,
opBavoryta, Aapmepd, padpa patia oe kKaAw-
oopiovv ot Kompo, avtihapfavecsal apéows
OTLTIPOKELTOW YLat Lo O TEPT) EVKOUPIQL, Yiat et
povadikr emiokeyn.

«AvTOG 0 TOTOG elvat LepdG Kat TPEMEL
va avtipetwniodel avdhoya», Sdwoe o Ap-
XLETIOKOTI0G AN TPLoG 0 omoiog agixdn otny
Kvmpo v Tpitn 21 Oxtwppiov mpaypartomnot-
wvTag emionun emiokeyn ot Meyakovnoo,
KATOTIY TTPOooKANoews Tov TIpoédpov Tng
Kvumprakng Anpoxpatiog k. Nikov Avaota-
oLadn kat pe Ty oOpewvn yvaun g lepag
>vvodov g ExxAnoiag tng Kompouv.

*AHMHTPIOX. IIANATOZ

- ooy

Or paBytés Tov I'vpvagiov Pilokapmdoov pe Tov Apyiemionono kot T péAn TG ovvodeiag Tov.

O Apytemiokonog Anuntptog €9eoe tov
TOVO Kal TO VPOG TNG TETAPTNG KATA OELPA
eniokeyng Tov otV Maptupikr] Meyalovnoo
and v apyn katd v A& Tov oto Atebvég
Agpodpoyio g Adpvakoag: «Avtr| Sev eivat emi-
oKeYn, Yla pag etvan tpookvvna. Ilpookdvnpa
0 €vaL XWPO LEPO OTOV OTOIO ML AUWDVEG EXOVUE
OULVET| IPOOPOPAL TIOALTIOHOD Kl ELPFVIG KAt O
omoiog éxel vo@épet Teheiwg adikwe. Evavti g
TPOOPOPAG TOL €xet SexOel Tt eviewg avtiBeta
Kou e§acohovBel va veioTaTon aVTéG TIG Suoko-
Neg, TIG TIETELG KAl TV KATOXT] EVOG ONUOVTIKO
pépovg g Kompov 1 omoia eaxolovBei. BéBata

n Komnpog tavtoxpovwg pag Siver SteBvag Eva
paBnua avtoyng, pn cupBLBacoD e ebKoAEG
Noetg, padnpa kabapov matpuwtiopo, Ka-
Baprig Opbodotiag kat yt' avtd to Adyo-To
Aépe Snpooiwg kat To SnAdvovpe-yLa pag n
Kompog eivat éva mpooiréotato, oefdopuo
1epo koppatt Tov IEvoug, tng OpBodotiag, Tov
naykoopiov EXAnviopov.

H eniokeyn tov Apxiemiokomov Anun-
Tpiov otnv Kdmpo npaypatonowiOnke oe pua
Kpiown mepiodo. Exovv mepacet 40 xpovia
and v Tovpkikn eloBoAr tov 1974 kot t0
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yoveig tov. Ot nAkiwpévol yoveig tov eivat
avdpeoa 0Tovg eyKAwPLOHEVOLG Kal Trapa-
pévouv otny Ayia Tpiada. O Apyteniokomog
OLVOIANOE e TOV TtaTépa Kat eMOKEPONKE
v kvpia Mapovha Ataor) oto omitt TG Ot
eykAwpPropévor EAAnvokvmpiot, viepnAikeg
OTNY TAELOYNPIa TOVG, TPOTEPEPAV KEPATHA
0TovV ApYLEMIOKOTO Kat Tr ovuvodeia Tov 0To
Ka@peveio Tov Xwptov. Alyeg oTtypés ddoAng
@ ofeviag, mdvov aAld kat eATtidog.

=t ovvéxela padi pe tov Emiokomo Kap-
naciog o Apxlemiokomog AnunTpLog petéPn
oto Pilokdpmaco omov fovv 200 mepinov
eykAwPropévor. Ta 40 xpovia Lovv pe to pofo
KO TOV TPOLO TNG KATOXNG AAAA TTap” OAeG TG
avTIEOOTITEG APVOUVTOL VA EYKATAAENYOUV TV
TIATPOYOVIKT] TOVG YN.

"Hrtav 6AoL GLYKeVTPWHEVOL HTTPOOTA 0TO
vao Tov Ayiov Zvveaiov, TOL TPWTOL EMOKO-
nov ¢ Kapraoiag. Ki avtdg o vads xpnlet
dpeong ouvtrpnong aAld otéketat Opilog pe
TOUG OTAVPOVG AKOT TNV KOPEPT) TOL TPOVAOL

Avo pabntpieg Tov Anpotikov Zyoleiov Ayiov
Kaoiavov pe 116 {wypagiés mov Swpioay arov Ap-
Xiemiokomo.

KaL TOV KAUTTAvapLov.

H teletdgorrn padnrpia BacovAa Ilpo-
Spopov e AovAoDdia oTa xépta KaAwodploe
ek pépovg tov Ivpvacsiov Pilokdpracov tov
Apx1emiokomo pe Ta mapakdtw Adyta:

«Zefaopwtate, Zag kalwoopilovue
otnVv ayamnuévn xepoovnoo tng Kapmnaoiag
KAl 004G eVXapLOTOVHE Beppd OV pag TuLdTe
pe Tnv mapovoia oag. Oéhovpe va yvwpilete
OTL To €kdNAO Kat EUTPaKTo evELAPEPOV Tag

BIKYKAIQR
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Oikovpevikod Iatpdpyov k.k. BapBo-
Aopaiov, e&axolovel v dvtamokpivetat
010 igpd Kaleopd pag g XpLotavav
va PonBodpe dmolov Exel avaykn. Mé
evomhayyvia kal gpovtida mototNnTOC,
oi vmevBuvol kai épyalopevol o€ avTég
Ti¢ Stakovieg oty KwvotavtivounoAn
TPOOTIABODY VA TIPOTPEPOLY AVAKOVPLOT
kai gAmida. Mévovtag miotol otov Oed
Kai AQoolwuévol 6TovG EXOVTEG AVAYKD,
amoka\bTToUY TV SUVaAN TAG ToTEWG T
omola mpoépyetat Amd T yvworn 8tL mpo-
opileig adedgoi kai adedpég v Xplotd
ava 1oV kOopo cupBdAAovy Kai TpooEeD-
xovtat yid trv évioxvon tod €pyov Twv.

2¢ avty Tv'Eopt) t@Vv Ayiwv Avap-
YOpwV, 04G TIPOOKAA® V& &vTtamokptOijte
yevvawodwpa oty €kkAnon tig Piho-
ntwyov Adeh@otntog Kuptdv kai va mpo-
oevxnOfte eilikpvd. Ev péow tpaywdidv,
Blaiwv ovykpoboewy, KATAGTPOPDVY Kai
Bavarwv, 1) ExkAnoia pag kai ' OpB6S0Eog
mioTn pag, Vo TV fyeoia Tod Olkovpe-
vikod ITatpLapyov pag avtirdooet EAmida,
ovu@ihioon, Stapkd eiprvn kai xdpn dia
tod Kvpiov pagInood Xptotod.

Meté matpixiis év Xplotd dydmr,
C Apdp ey IS ppnioma
7«: 1A 1

+ 6 Apyeniokomos Apepikiic Anpiirpiog
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Lotopuko Llpoakuvmyir otar kereyopieva, oty Mov Tov Amootolov

ovpPaAeL Ta péyLoTa 0T YuXOAOYIKY OTrpL-
&n OAwv TV Katoikwv Tov Pilokdpracov kat
va Eépete OTL €ioTe Yoo OAOVG pag OTHPLYa,
ApwyOG KL CUUTAPACTATNG OTOV Kadnuepvo
QLG arywvaw.

‘OMot padi elon\Bav 0o vad mpookvvioav
pe Teploon] evAdPela TIG EIKOVEG Kal Eyakav
vuvoug kat Tpomdpta. O ZePaopuwtatog ApxL-
eniokomnog mapovoiaoe Ta PEAN TG cuvodeiag
Tov Kat Tov Aptepikavo mpéofn kat amevduvo-
HEVOG 0TOVG KATOIKOVG TOV XWwpLoD TTov eixav
ovykevipwdel 0To vad eime oL «&épovpe OTLEdW
Kpatdte npwikd tn onuaia tng OpBodofiag kat
eoeig mpémet va Eépete OTL elpaoTe padi mavtote
Kat aywvilopeda yla va €pBet ) npépa ov To
Pilokdpriaco Ba eivar kat AL pépog erevBepo
6 Kvmplakng Anpoxpartiog. Twpa mov €xovpe
v edva kaw Ty epmepia va eipeda padi cag
Ba ovveyioovpe kat Ba evteivovpe Tov aywva
pagr. O Apylemiokomnog StafePaiwoe Tovg
EXAnvoxkvmpioug 0Tt éxovv tny TpooTtacia twv
ayiwy, TNV TPooTAsia TwV ayyeAwy Kat Ve
ar’ OAa v mpootacio Tov Ogov, «o Omolog
etvat @edg TG SIKAooVVNG KAt TNG ayarng ko
dev Ba agrjoel va mapateivetal e AMELPOV )
Sokiptaoia avtod Tov AaoD».

211 OUVEXELDL O APXLETIOKOTIOG TIPOOEPEPE
TPOG TO vao éva Bupatd, ovpfolikd Swpo
yta va tovg Qupilet, 6mwg eire, «OTL opLopévol
adeh@oi oag otV Apepir| TpooedXoVTAL yLa
oag kot aywviovtal yia oag e kdbe tpoTo»,
kataAryovtag Se tpoodeoe: «To Pllokdpmaco
10 £&povuv O\oL ylati eioTe onpeio avagopds,
NPWLIOUOD, EYKAPTEPTOEWS, VTTOHOVIG Kal
eupovig ota peydha Wavikd g OpBodoéi-
ag kat Tov EAAnviopov. Kpateiote avtod 1o
TapadetypLon.

O npoedpog s Kumpraxng Opoomovdiag
Apepucric k. Kwotag Toévtag kAnBeig va amev-
Buver xapetiopo SaPePaiwoe Tovg eykAwpL-
OHEVOLG CUUTIATPLWTEG TOV YIaL THV AUEPLOTH
ovpnapaotaocn Twv Kumpiwv opoyevwv tng
Apepikng kat gvxrOnke «kadn eAevBepio kat
KaAT) EnavEvwon.

O k. Iavikog Iamavikohdov, tpwny mpo-
£8po¢ TG K.O.A. 070 S1k0 TOV XAIPETIONO gire:
«TAVTOTE 0AG OKEPTOHAOTE, KatalaBaivovpe
Tov movo oag, mpoonabodpe va KAVOLpE OTL
kahbTepo pmopovpe. Ola ta mawdid Tov Xxo-
Aeiov givan ato pdYpappa Pondeiog moudiwv
¢ Kompov mov éxovpe otig Hvwpéveg Io-
Aiteieg, mapakolovBovpe OTEVA TO TL KAVETE
Ko eATtilw 6Tt ovvTopa OAot pali Ba popovpe
evopévol va {odpe oe pia matpida yio OAovey.

«ZTa HATLA [LoG El0AOTE OAOL 0AG T)PWESY,
TOVIoE 0TOV S1kd TOL XatpeTiopd o Emiokomnog
ZN\wv ZeBaoTtiavog mov Katdyetat and To
Katexopevo xwptd Zadia g Mopgov kat
gUX1ONKE «TOUTOG 0 TOTOG O TOVEUEVOG Vot BpeL
ypryopa Sikatoobvn kat exevOepion.

O Apepcavog ITpéoPng John Koenig oto
xaupetiopd tov ota EAAnvika evxapiotnoe yua
v vrodoxn kat eine: «Eivat peyain pag T
va gipaoTte onuepa edd pali pe 2-3 cuvepydteg

Dwtoypagie: AHMHTPIOX ITANATOX

O Apyiemioxomog Anunpiog ue tov Apytemioxomno Kompov Xpvabarouo, Tov Mytpomodity Ntitpbit
(apiorepd), Tov Emiokomo Zidwv Zefaotiavd (Seéid) ko tov Mytpomolitn Kvpnveiag Xpvadartopo.

pov amo tnv Ipeofeia pag kat va pmopov-
pe va Pondroovpe oe oplopéva Tpdypata
[adAd& gvxaploTovpe] Kat TOV ApyLEMiOKOTO
Apepuiig kat Ty ovvodeia Tov va emoke@Oei
10 Pwlokdpraco kat v Kapnaocia kot tovg
eykAwPLopévoug ENAvokimploug mov pévovv
edw. Amd v mpwtn Onreia pov oty Kompo
fHovy mdvTa kovtd otovg EXAnvokvmplovg
¢ Kapraociag kat vopilw 6Tt mpémet va kd-
voupe OTL uropodpe va oag vrootnpi&ovpe
S10T1 gioTe €vag muprvag NG eAtidag yto pa
emavevopévn Kompor.

O I1pdedpog Avaoraoiidng aomdletar Tov Etovpd
UeTA T0V aryroopd o Ilpoedpixo.

A6 10 Pllokdpriaco otov ATOoTONO Av-
Spéa T YIMOPETPa PAVIKaAY TTOAAG, TO TagidtL
O APYO ATO TO AVOAUEVOHEVO Kol 0 SPOHOG
TaAog kat avwparog. H €vdo&n, lotopikr kot
Soaopévn Movr Tov Anootohov Avdpéa,
TPOoKLVIHaA yia 0Aovg Tovg OpBodooug
KATOTE, OTEKEL TWPA 0TV Akpr TNG Bdhacoag
epetmwpévn kat Arnpr. To kaBoAwd kat o
KWSWVOOTAGLO XwpiG 0TAVPOVG TEPLOTOLYL-

= Tk

Aynua eidicdy Svvapewy amotiel TipéG otov Apyiemiokomo kafwg mpocépyetau oo Ipoedpiio péyapo.

OEVaL Ao TIG OKAAWOLEG Kol e eupavy Ta
onuadia 40 xpOvwv KaToxnG.

O Apxieniokonog AnunTpLog, OTauATn-
0€ TPWTA KAl T(POOKVVNOE 0 €va TPOXELPO
TAPEKKANOL0 TToV £xet SnpovpynOei ki GOV
QUAACOETAL 1) LOTOPIKI| EKOVA TOV ATIOGTO-
Aov Avdpéa. EyaAn to anolvtikio tov Ayiov
Avdpéa kat Tov Ayiov Anuntpiov.

>t ovvéxela o Zefaopwtarog Swploe
oTOV £@NUEPLO TT. Zayapia, TOV TAPAUEVEL
oty Stakovia Tov YyioTov Kat Twv ToTwV
eykAwpiopévog otnv Kapnaoia ya 40 xpovia
Twpa, emoThOlo oTAVPO eLg avapvnon Tng
ETOKEYEWS TOV.

O k. Anpntplog emoképOnie To KaboAwod
™G Movr|g tov Aootolov Avpéa. O vadg
elval oe IPOXWPNUEVT KATAOTAOT EPEIWONG
Kat anoovvBéoews kaL and Tov ZemtéuPplo
apyLoav epyacies avaoTnAwoews.

H Eevaynon oto xwpo ybpw and 1o vad
TIOL TWPA EivaL EPYOTAELO, £YLVE e Ta amapai-
TNTA HETPA ATPAAELAG ATIO TOVG EKTIPOTWDTIOVG
Kat Tovg pnxavikovg g Texvikng Emtpomnng
IMohimiotikrg KAnpovouudg kat tov avantv-
Elakov mpoypappatog tov OHE Suvepyaoia
ya to MéXhov' (UNDP-PFF) mov éxet ava-
Ad&Pet to épyo kat mpowBei TNV kaAliépyela
eumotoovvng petagy EXAnvokvmpiov kat
Tovprokvmpiwy.

O Apyiemiokomog pe Ty mpa Ty Kupio Avipy Ava-
otao1idn ko v k. Pwtewi IHamadomoviov.

To ¢pyo TG avaoTnAwoews Paciopévo
0g OPYLTEKTOVIKY Kl OTATIKY UEAETN TOV
TUAUATOG apyLTEKTOVIKAG TOL [Tavemotnuiov
Hatpwy, xpnuatodoteitar & igov and v
ExxAnoia tng Kompov kat amd v Atoiknon
Bakovgiwv (Evkaf Administration) pe to
00O TWV 2,5 EKATOPUVPIWY EVPW EKATTH), £XEL
Se evioxvbei and v Apepikavikr Ynnpeoio
AeBvoig avamtogews (USAID) pe 25 xiAddeg
Soldpia.

Apéowg petd o Apxlemiokomog kat n
ovvodeia Tov emokEPOnKav éva tapekkAnolo
Tov 15 awwva mov Ppioketal VIO yng oTO
KATW PEPOG TOV vaov Kat eidav TNy KpUTTN
omov Ppédnke n otopikn ekdva Tov Amo-
otohov AvOpéa. Metd Pyrkav otov Aapmpd
peonuepLavo NALo kat o ApxLemiokoTog Trpe
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Avdpea kar oroug eykhwpiaevovg EXnvokumpioug ¢ Kapmaoag

(A) Zty ovvévtyon ato ypageio Tov IpoéSpov Tns Anpoxpartios (amd apiotepd) o Endokomos Meoaopias Ipnydpiog, o Emiokomos ZiAwv Zefaotiavds, o
Apyiertioxomog Kbmpov Xpvadaropos, o Apyiemiorkomnog Anunpios, o Ipoedpog Avaotaoadns, o Mytpomoditys Ntitpdit Nikodaog kau o mpoedpog t16 KOA
. Kworag Toévrag. (A) O Ocog. Eniokomos Zidwy k. Zefaotiavds ovlntd ue pa nhikiwpév mpeafutépa, eykdwpPiopévy atny Ayia Tpidda.
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10 aylaopa g Movrg tov avaBAvlet anod to
niow pépog tov KabBoAwov Aiya pohig pétpa
and ) 8dhacoa. Kat ta dbo avtd pvnpeio Ba
avaotnAiwBovv oe Sebtepn @aor, HeTd TNV
anonepdtwon tov Kabolwkov.

210 OpOO TNG EMATPOPNG TTPOG 1) Agv-
Kwota, 0 ApXLEMIOKOTOG ANUATPLOG OTAUATHOE
Kal Tpookvvnoe 0to Movaotrpt Tov Ayiov
Amootorov Bapvafa, dpuvtod g ExkAnoi-
ag g Kompov. Xt povr| avtn Satnpeitat
0 O0TAVPOG EMAVW 0TO KWSWVOTTACLO KAL O
XWPOG AELTOVPYEL (e ELOLTHPLO «wG Movoeio
Ekovwv», 0mwg avaypagetat oty eicodo. Ze
HLKPT) amdoTaoT 0 ApXLETIOKOTOG TPOOKHV-
o€ e ovykivion kal eVAaPeta TV TAPo TOv
Amnootohov BapvdaPa o omoiog Bpioketat oe
KPUTITN KATW Ao TO TIAPEKKANOLO.

O Apyiemiokomog Anunpiog e 11§ kvpies Avipy Avaotaoiddn kot Pwtevh Hanadomoidov ko Tov
Mputpomoditn Ntitpdit Nikddao, ore amokadvmtipia €181k EMypagic ov avayvwpiler Tic ipoopopés
OpOYEVWY aTtd THY AUEPIKT Lo THY avakaivion Tov eidikot axoAeiov Tov Kvmpiakot Epvbpot Xtavpo?.

H ayvi yuxn 0¢cv €opuae oty Kumpo, oty Makapia yn...

P Zedida 15

37% g Kumplaxng Anpokpartiag mapapiévet
vmo katoyn). Ot ouvOnkeg évtaong otnv Kompo
emudevwdnkav o pépa HOAG pwv T apién
Tov Apxlemiokomnov, kabag 1 Tovpkia amod-
OLO€ VA TIPAYHATOTOOEL TV ATELAT) TG Kat vat
Eexwvnoel épeuveg yla vdpoyovavBpakes eviog
g AmokAetotikrg Owovopkng Zwvng (AOZ)
¢ Kdmpov atéAvovtag To epeuvifTiko oKAPog
Barbaros otnv Kurpraxr) AOZ.

«To mpookbvnpa pog edd yivetat fe avtod
10 Pabitaro aioOnpa evBovng, wote avtég ot
nuépeg mov Bat eipaote edw Bat eivau NuéPeg OV
Ba pag dwoovv emmAéov oTolyEla, WOTE OTAV
EMOTPEYOLE OTNV ALEPIKT], Va oLVEXIoOL LE
AUTOV TOV AyWVAL TOV OTIOI0 KAVOULLE e TNV
ovpmapdotaon e Opoyévelag kel kat Staitepa
g Kumplaknier, Slwoe o Apylemiokomnog katd

v aLEr Tou.

Tov Apyemiokomo Anuritpto vtodéxOnkav
o Yrovpyog Tewpyiag, Gvokav Iopwv kat
epPaArovtog k. Nikog Kovgtdhng kat 0 Mn-
tpomohitng Krtiov k. Xpvodotopog.

Th ovvodeia Tov Apylemokonov Anurtpt-
ov otnv Konpo amotelovoav o MntpomoAitng
Nrutpoit NikoAaog, o Emiokonog Znhwv Xefa-
otiavog, o Apxididkovog Tavtelenuwy oma-
domovlog, o pwny mpodedpog Tng Kumprakig
Opoomnovdiag Apeptirg Iavikog TTamavikoAdov,
0 vovpdedpog Kwotag Toévtag, n StevBovpia
Tov Ipageiov Tov Apylemokonov Apeptkrg AAi-
kn Kiovpidy, o StevBovtrig tov Ipageiov Tomov
™G Apxlemokomg Zrawpog Iamayepuavog, kat
0 PWTOYPAPOG TNG APXLEMIOKOTIG AnpiTpLog
Tavayoc.
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Or exmpoowror Tov AvBpwmnoloyikod Epyaathpiov e&nyotv otov Zefaoudraro kou T uéhn s ako-
AovBiag Tov THG peBédovs avayvwpioews Tw ayvoouuEVWY.

EmotiBiog otavpds yia Tov eykAwpiopévo Aevity
™6 Kapnaoiag . Zayapio.

Eykataleleypévos ota aTowyeio THG pUOHG 0 0p-
0660&06 vads ko Simha TOV Evarg pIvpEG.

H xpvmtn pe T0v Td90 T0U ATtootéAov Bapvifa.

‘Eop tijg Zuvagewg
T@v Ayiwv Apyayyélwv

IIpdg tovg Zefaopwtdtovs kai Ogopideotd-
100G Apytepeic, Tovs Evdafeorarovs Tepeig
ol Atcovovs, Tovg Movayots kol Moveryés,
1006 IIpoébpovs kai MéAn twv Kowotik@v
ZvuPovrivy, T& Huephoiw ko Amoyevpativi
Zyolei, Tic DihonmTwyovs AdedpdThre, THY
Neolaia, Tic EAAyvopBodokes Opyavioeis ko
oAéxAnpo 16 Xpiorenwvopov mApwpa Tijg
Tepiig ApyremiokoniiG Auepii.

Ilpoogileic AdeAgoi

Kol Abedgéc év XpioTd,

v onuepwvr) ebhoynuévn Eoptr tiig
Svvagews v Aylwv ApxayyéAwy, kahovpeba
&6 100G Bpvoug TG Ayiag OpBoddEov Exkn-
olag pag va oke@Bodyte TOV peydho poro Tov
omoiov €xovv ol dyyelot oty Ormpeoia ToD
Iavtodvvapov Oeod pag.'H Ayia Ipagr pag
Aéet 8L ol dyyelot So§ohoyodv cuvexds TOV
O¢0, petagépovy To prvupd Tov kai TpooTa-
Tevovv kai vrepaonifovtal adTovg oL ExoLV
avdykn, ékteddvtag 16 0éAnua tod Oeod kai
Twpa Kal oTHV alwvioTnTa.

‘H Stakovia t@v ayyéhwv givat Stakovia
aktvoPoliag Tig aylotnrog Tod @eod. Eiva
éniong Staxovia vrakong. O Oeog didel évro-
\ég, kai ol dylot &yyelot dvtamokpivovtal
Trpoonae(bvmc va ém'r)\r]pd)covv TiG £VTOAEG
Tov vmnpetvTag Exeivov kai trv n plovpyla
Tov.'H Staxovia twv mpdg xaptv Hag etva &mi-
ong TAPNG dydmng. YrnpetdvTag évav @edv
XapLtog, Tpoopépovv mpoaotacia, BorBeta kai
kaBodnynon.

‘H evloynpévn Stakovia tdv &yyélwv
avtavarAdta, émiong, kol TV ToLoTNTA TG
@povTidog Kkai oTic oTOpYIKEG UMnpeaieg ot
OTI0IEG TIPOTPEPOVTAL ATIO TOV TIPOGPIAT] Hag
Oiko EvynpiagAytog Mixan\. Katd tiv opth
avTr}, dvayvwpilovpe Tig EkhekTég nnpeoieg
TQOV Emtpomwy, Stevbuvt@v kai T00 Tpoow-
koD, émPePatwvovtag £tot 8Tt péoa of Eva
iepo mepBAANOV, YEHATO ATTO THV TIApOLsia TOD
g0, pévovy Totol 016 BEAnpa Tov va mpo-
OPEPOLY AvakovPLoT, arydrm kai Oeparteio. Emi
gnvTa oxedov & avtd 16 WBpupa tig Tepdg
APYLETIOKOTIG UG TIPOTPEPEL SlaKoVia 6TOVG
TOTOVG MG, VD Twpa EXOVHE THV edKkaupia
Kkal va énextaBodpe. Mé v dyopd oikomédov
OAPAVTA TECOAPWY OTPEUUATWY 0TIV TIEPLOXT
Long Island, 6 Aylo¢ Mixan\ opapartifetat
TV 0ikodOUNoT €yKaTaoTdoewv TeEevTaiag
TeXvoloylag yid TV TPoo@opd cLVEX0DG
@povtidog. ‘Otav avtod émrevyOel, moAloi
neproodtepol a ¢fummpetnBodv AapPdavovtag
Stapopetika émimeda povtidog kabwg Kal
v dta igpd Staxovia evomhayyviag 1} Omoia
TIPOOPEPETAL OTHEPQL.

Tid vé& otnpi&ovpie ot v iepd Staxovia
Kal v énéktaon tod Oikov Evynpiag Aytog
MixanA, mapakad®d amo tig évopieg g Tepag
Apytemokomniig pag vé mpofijte o¢ eidwr) dw-
ped v Kvprakry, 9 Noeyfpiov. Iapakold,
anooTeilete T Swped oag pé Ty EvdelEn yid
T6vAyto MixanA oty ApxLemiokont), kai a0t
0a mpowBnBfj otdv Oiko Evynpiag. 'Emiong,
004G TPOOKAA® TV eDAOynUéVn avth €0pTn
va mpooevxnOfTe yid To0G TpOYipovg, 16
TPOCWTIKO Kai Tovg StevBuvovTeg, Kai émiong
yié Tic MoAAEG Stakovieg dvé TV EmkpdTela
ol omoleg TpooPépovTal Amd Tig Mntponolelg
Kai Tig évopieg yid Tr @povTida DrepnAiKwy.
AxolovBavTag Tig £vtolég Tod Kupiov pag
Kai armokaldmToVTAG TNV XApn Tod Oeod,
PAémovpe pia TepdoTia Kai avgoavopevn Tpo-
ondBela Tpoapopdg Stakoviag oTovg EXOVTeg
avaykn. Ag edXaploTioovpe TOV Oed yLa v
HopTpia, TpooTacia kai brmpeoio TOV ayiwv
ayyéhwv Tov, kai &g ovvexicovpe va Tpooé-
povle b peoieg moTew  Kal oTOPYTiG 0TOVG
OLVAVOPWTIOVG HAG € TparyparTLir) iepdt rydum.

Metd natpixiic év Xplot@ &y,

\ 347‘7«: |y /\47‘4\"7 714l
+ 6 Apxieniokomos Apepuiic Anpritpog
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(A)O Ap)(tsmmcorroc XpeTd TOV K. Z&ffor Atoam (K) O86ppayue 0" évar 5po‘uo TG ok Asvxwmocc (4) Adyrex apnyopids yio Ty nhikiwpévy kupio oo Piloxdpraco.
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To mpdypaypa Tov Apylemokomov Anun-
Tpiov oty Kompo mepiehapPave mévte Paot-
KoVG koppovg TG dnposiag {wrig ¢ Kompouv.
Ipwrov, Tv EkkAnoia g Konpov, Sevtepov
v Iolteia kot to SumAwpatiko Topéa, Tpitov
PLAaVOpTIKA LOPOUATA KAL OPYAVIGHOUG KOWVIAG
w@eeiag, TETapTov Tovg Topelg Tov IToArtiopod
kat ¢ Iaudeiog kat TéAog To LoTOPLKd TPOoKD-
VLA 0T KATEXOUEVA KL TOVG EYKAWPLOUEVOLG
EXAnvokuripiovg.

ExkAnoia tng Konpov

Zxedov apéows petd T dLEn Tov oty
Agvkwoia o Apyteniokomog AnunTpLog moké-
@Onke Tov Makapuwtato Apxteniokoro Kbmpov
K. XpuodoTopo.

H Sevtepn emionun cuvavtnon mpaypa-
TonoOnke To peonpépt g 23ng OktwPpiov
oo Apxtemiokorikd Méyapo. O Apxeniokomog
Anurtprog daPePaiwoe Tov mpokabnpevo g
ExxAnoiag tg Kompov o1t n Opoyéveta g
Apepurg emarypumvei kau Oa ouvexioel ov aydva
éw¢ dtov SikarwBei n Kompog kau amokartaotabei
n Suvarotnta {wng kat evtvxiag yo OAo Tov
Kvumprakd Aao.

H yiopt1} Tov Ayiov Anuntpiov
Me mohvapxepatikr Otia Agrtovpyia 6TOV
Iepd Nao tov Ayiov Anuntpiov Akponolews o
Agvkwoia ylopTace tny peydn eoptii Tov Ayiov
Meyoopdptupog Anuntpiov Tov MupoPArrov
KO TQLOVOHLAOTHpLaL TOL 0 Apylemiokomnog Apept-

[V“[M HIETDO 1Y CROSS
[ Every

III‘I‘IE

Ell}t-l""llj*ﬁ

i Cres 5f

HEATITS ABOUI

How we make the sign of the cross, and some of the
reasons why we do. The book follows a boy
(nomed James) through his Sunday; waking up,
going to church, participating in liturgy and church school,
playing
family, and going to bed. During these events in his day,

n a soccer game, riding his bike, eating with his
he tells us why he does his cross.
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KNG AN tpLog. ZUAAETodpynoav oLe§ Auepikng
Apxiepeic Tng ovvodeiag Tov ApXLEMOKOTOV,
Mntpomolitng Ntirpoit Nikoraog kat Enickomog
ZiAwv Zefaotiavog kat and v ExkAnoia g
Kompov ovppeteixav ot Eniokomot Meoaopiog
Ipnyoptog kau Kapraciog Xptotéogopog.

IToArteia

Ot ovvavtroelg kat emapég Tov Apxlemt-
okomov mepEhaBav to Yrovpyeio Toudeiag kat
ToAtiopod g Kompov kat tov Yrovpyo Kaota
Kadr), v EN\nvikr| IpeoPeia ot Agvkwoia,
omnov ovvavtnOnke pe Tov mpgapn s EAAGdog
BaoiAeto IMamdiwdvvov, o onoiog mapébeoe kat
Yebpa Tpog Ty Tov. Xuvavtiifnke emtiong pe
tov Enitporo ¢ Ipoedpiag ya avBpwmiotikd
Béparta kau Bépara Amodnpwy k. Gwtn Pwtiov
Ko emokéPOnke tov Apepikavo IpéoPn oty
Agvkwotia John Koening otnv ITpeoPeia twv
Hvowpévov IMoltewwv. Emoképbnke eniong to
Avortato Awaotpto g Kompov, 6mov ovva-
v Onke e Tov poedpo Mbpwva Nikohdto kat
Ta pEAN Tov Zwpatog kat Ty BovAn twv Avti-
npoownwv omov Tov vrtodéxdnke o Ipdedpog
™G BovAng Tiavvdkng Ourpov.

Tnv Aevtépa 27 Oktwppiov, o Apxemi-
OKOTIOG eTLOKEPONKE TOV YTovpyo E§wtepikawv
g Kompov Iwdvvn KaoovAidn, oto Ynovpyeio
Efwtepikav, pe Tov omoio eixav ToAD emotkodo-
HNTIKT avtaAayr anoyewy yia ola ta Bépata
TIov agopovy oto Kumplakod kat oto poro g
EAN\nvoopepikavixng Opoyévelag otny Apeptxr).

Aiyo apyotepa, v iStanuépa, o Ipoedpog
¢ Kvmprakrg Anpoxpartiag Nikog Avaotaotd-
dng kau ) 60YOG Tov TPWTH Kupia g Kdmpov
kvpia Avtpn Avaotaotddn vrodéxOnke tov
Sefacpwtato Apxtemiokono oto Ipoedpikd
Méyapo.

O Apyemiokomnog katéBeoe oTeEPAVL OTOV
avdpLavta tov Apxtemiokomov Makdptov I'' kat
€TENE0E AYLAOUO GTOVG XWPOLG THG LTIOSOXTIG TOV
ITpoedpikov. AkoAovBnoe cuvdvtnon oTo Tpoe-
Spkd ypageio Tov emkevTpwONKe Og OpLOpEVES
TTUXEG TWV OLEBVWY TTIOAITIKWY KAl OLKOVOLKWMY
ekelifewv mov agopovv oo Kumpakd Oépa kat

ennpealovv v Meyalovnoo. Apéows petd
o mpdedpog Avaotaotddng mapébeoe emionuo
Yevua TIPOG TIHY TOL APXLETIOKOTIOU.

«Tompookbvnua otnv Kbmpo avtr| tn gopd
Suvapwvel péoa pag v aicdnon ot n Konpog
a&iCet o1 avta oL KAvoLpE aAAA XiAteG Popég
auTé 7oV K&voupe oty Apep), St akilovv
oLavBpwtow, girte 0 k. Anpntplog tovidovtag ot
«pevyovpe OvVTwG Stagopetikoi art Ot pOayte,
eMOTPEPOLLE 0TIV Apeptir) KalvtepoL opHoSo-
Eotkau kahvtepot ENAnveg S1o L {oape autég Tig
uepeg edw otny Kompo»

I8pvpata ko opyaviopoi

O Apyenioromnog AN TpLog mpayHaToTOoi-
noe eniokeyn oto AvBpwmnoloywd Epyaotript
YL TOUG AyVOOUEVOUG, TO OTIOIO TeAel LTTO TNV
emomteia NG Emitpom|g yla tovg Ayvoodpevoug
Kompov pe tpipepn) ekmpoownmon. To épyo toug
TepAAPPAVEL TNV EKTAPT) AEWYAVWY Ly VOOLE-
VOV TIPOCWTIWV KL TNV EPYAOTNPLAKT HENETN
and avBpwmoloyovg, yeveTloTeg kat dAAovg
€101KOVG ETUOTAOVEG WOTE VAL YIVEL TOVTOTOINOT)
KL 1] EMOTPORPT] TWV AENYAVWY OTOVG GLYYEVEIG.

O xatdhoyog Twv pravBpwmikwv Idpupud-
TV TTOL TLOKEPONKE ApYLEMIoKOTOG AN TPLOG
ovunepthapPave to Nnmaywyeio kat Bpego-
vnmako 2tadpo tov ZvpPoviiov Kowotikod
Efehovtiopov tov Ayiov Aopetiov, To Kévipo
TapépPaong yla dropa pe AvTiopo Aepeco, kat
10 Eidiko Zyoleio Tov Ogpamevtikov Kévrpov
Tadwv tov Kumnplakod EpuBpov Zravpov, oto
omoio 0 APXLETIOKOTIOG TEAEDE TaL EYKALVIOL TWV
aBovowv mov avakavicOnkav e T ovuBoAn
eI Apxlemokomng Apepting kat dwpntwv amd
v Opoyévela.

e aAAn evkaupia, 0 Apyemtiokomog padi pe
Tov Spapxo Aevkwoiag Kwvotavtivo liwpkd-
T{n knypue v évaptn twv Haykvmpuov Edkwv
Olvprtioxwy Aywvwv ya abAtég pe avammnpieg.
Téhog, emoképBnie to I6pupa Xpiotov Zréhov
Iwdvvov otn Agvkwoia, iSpupa ov 1§pVdnke
70 1983 kot poo@épel vinpeoieg oe 200 mepi-
IOV EVAALKA ATOLAL e EAAPPA 1] HETPLOL VONTLKT)
VOTEPNON 1] Ko OXETIKY avarmpio. Movo katd

‘Eva 0Tawpog evhoyia, yeipomointo épyo Tov oyoyqu Kallttsxvq L6 zoww1 (Dp(x(q, ovuPorixé &opo PO

T0v Apyrertiokomo Kvmpov Xpvodotopo.

210 vad Tov Ayiov Zvvediov.

™ StdpKeLa TWV EMOKEYEDV TOL AVTWYV 0 ApXL-
enioKkomog ANHNTPLOG TTPOCEPEPE EK [LEPOVG TOV
Apytemuokoriod e18ikod Tapeiov Avakoveioews
Kurpiwv 10 ouvolikd mocd twv 200 xhddwv
SoAapiwv kau vECXEDN Yo KATIOLEG TEEPUTTWOELG
70 1000 TwV 85 XAddwv Solapiwy.

IToArtiopog kat waudeio

Tnv Aefévteto ITivaxoBrikn tng Aevkwoiag
oV amoTeAel £va GTONISL TG TTOANG Ka Aettovp-
Yei Toug TeeuTaioug €&t prveg emoképOnke o Ap-
Xtemtiokomog kau §evarynBnie amd v StevBuvtpia
K. Aovkia Xat{nyapmA kat v kupia Gwtewvn
anadomovAov.

Ot puxpot paBnrég Tov Anpotikov Xxoleiov
Tov Ayiov Kaaotavod mov Ppioketon KovTd otnv
TIPAGLVI YPAUUT| 0TIV IO EVTOG TWV EVETIKWY
Telxwv Agvkwoia, 6mov kot onfpepa 40 xpovia
HETA, givat oportd To onpddia TG ouvex{opevng
diyotounong, ampyyethav otixovg Tov Koot
IMaapd. O Apyiemiokomog mapakolovOnoe
OUYKIVUEVOG TO KOAALTEXVIKO TpOYpappa
TV LKpOV HaONTOV Kol TOVG TPOCPEPE WG
evhoyia HKpOVG aonuéviovg emtotnBiovg
OTAVPOVG. XTI GUVEXELAL GUVOSEVOHEVOG O
tov StevBuvtr EBoturtiag tov YIIEE, mpéofn
Mépio Kovvtovpidn, v avudipapxo Aevkw-
oiag EAévn AovkaiSov kou LA Tov AnpoTikod
Svupovhiov EevaynOnke and Tov Aertovpyd Tov
Tunpatog Apxaotrtwv 8p. Tidpyo Ghobéov,
0TIG eKKANGieG TNG XPLOAAIVIWTIOONG KAt TOV
Ayiov Kaotavov, to tépevog Toaytakalé kat To
Baot\ikd mapekkAnot tov Mioipikov kat oTnv
exkAnoio tov Tigiov Ztavpov twv OpBoddéwy,
oV petatpdmmke oty oBwpavikn mepiodo oe
Tépevog. Ilpookvvnaoe v Bavpatovpyo etkova
e Havayiag avepwiévng otov opwvupo Naod
Tov 140v auwva.

Me kAadLd pupTLag eixav GTpWOoEL Ot pa-
Onég ko padrtpieg o mpoavAo Kat Ta OKaAL
Tov oXoAeiov TG Davepwuévng yla va Tepdoet
o Apytemniokomnog. «Xag xovpe OTHOEL OTIG OV-
vetdnoels Hag wg pavtatopopo e Buoiag, eine
kaAwoopilovtagn k. Evtuxia KaAenitn, Sevbv-
VIPLOL TOV LOTOPIKOV GXOAEiOV. ETnv emiokeyn
0T Aepecd, 0 ApyLETioKoTog GuVOSeVOpEVOG
and v kupia Avtpn Avaotaotadn emoképon-
KE TOV apxatoloyiko xwpo tov Kovpiov kat o
Meoawviko Kaotpo tng Aepecov.
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EKTTatdevTIKO EMUOPPWTIKO
CEULVAPLO KATAPTIONG

NEA YOPKH.- To Tunua EXAnvikng
IMaudeiag v ™y Aryida Tov ZePacpuwtdtov
Apxlemokomov Apepikng k. Anuntpiov mpay-
LOTOTIO(NTE OAOTILEPO EMUHOPPWTIKO TELUVAPLO
kataptiong to ZaPParo 4 OktwPpiov 2014 oto
eAnvoapeptkavikd Xxoheio Tov Ayiov Anun-
Tpiov AoTopiag ya 6Aovg Tovg SaokdAovg Twv
Kowotikwv XxoAeiwv kat AAAwY Qopéwy.

Ye autd TapaBpedniay o Zefaopwtatog
Apxiemiokomnog Apepikng k. Anuntplog, o Iepart-
KOG TpoioTdpevog Apxipavdpitng . Nektdptog
Tamalagepomoviog, o IIpogevog Tov Tevikov
TIpokeveiov g EAGSog ot Néa Yopkn, k.
Mavog Kovpmapdaxng, o IIpdedpog g Opo-
onovdiag ENnvikav Zwpateiowv Meilovog Néag
Yopkng, k. [Iétpog Tahdroviag, n IIpoedpog
™G Opoomnovdiag Exmaudevtikwy Apepikn|g,
K. ZtéAa KokoAn, o ITpoedpog tov ZvAldyov
Kaotoplavav, k. Baciletog Zniong, o eknpoow-
1o Tov Ipageiov Zvvtoviotr Exnaidevong, k.
Baoilelog NikoAdG kat dAAot emtionpot.

To oepvapto awto eixe okomo va fondroet
oG SaokAAovG TTOL SIBATKOLY TIG TAEELS TNG
TPOOYOALKNG AywynG wg Kat OAeg Tig dAAeg
Ta&elg Twv Pabpidwv g Exnaidevong.

IpaypatomomOnkav Setyparikég Sida-
okaieg amo ta véa BiPAio ov ekdOONKav PEToG,
SnAadn amo ta PPAia Tov TIpovnmaywyeiov
kaBwg kot oo o PPAia tov Ipwtov kat Tpitov
emmédov.

T To okomd avtd eixe mpookAnOel va
OVHUETEXEL 1] TTAUSAYWYOG - EPEVVITPLA TOV
IMaudaywywod votirovtov Kompov Ap. Mapia
HparxAéovg.

H Ap. Hparhéovg e&etdikevpuévn oe B¢pata
npooyohkng aywyng, didae pe emdefotTa
Oepatikég evotnreg amd ta kouvovpta BipAia Tov
IMpovnmaywyeiov kat Nnmaywyeiov, xpnotpo-
TOLWVTAG TIOANG Trapadetyporta ko oy VISeLg
Tpomovg Sidaokaliog.

‘Edeife mwg to pddnpa ota puxpd maudid

UTIOPEL VL YiveL EVYAPLOTO, ENKVOTIKO KAt [E TO
maxvidt va yivovv ta moudid Xapodpeva evaw
poBaivovv. Tavéa BiBAia g oepag «Ta EXAn-
VIK& pov» Tapovoiaoe o AtevBuvtrg Iaudeiog
Ap. Iwévvng EvBupiomovlog kat 0t ouvéyeta
gywav emti uépoug Setypatikés Stdaokahies.

H . Mapia Teletorovhov, Pondog tov
AtevBovTn kat pgAog NG oVYYpPAPLKNG OpHASag,
avémtule kat avélvoe pe pebodikotnra tn dop
Kat T @thocogia Tov 3° Tevyovg Tov ITpwtov
emmédov Kat Tov Tpomno Sidaokaliag Tov. Ag
onpewdei 611 To PiPAio avTd anotelel «yépupar
petagy tov Ipwtov kat Agutépov emmédov.

2T oLVEXELa TO HEAOG TNG CLYYPAPIKNG
opddag k. Iwavvng TiaPdpac, mapovaiooe Kkat
avENLOE e YAaQUPO TPOTIO ot Beptortiin evotn-
TaL o To Tapardvew PIPAO WG Kal ot ETTAEOV
evoTNTa amod To 2° Tevxog Tov Tpitov emmédov.

Katd tn Sidaokalia tov o k. Tiafdpag
napovoiace TpakTikég pebodoug Sidaokaliog,
wote va Pondnoet Tovg Saokalovg pag oTn
SISAKTIKT) TOVG TIPOKTIKT).

O AtevBovtng audeiog Ap. Iwéavvng Ev-
Bupudmovlog avémtuge kat avélvoe T Bepotix
evoTnTa «AvBOAOYL0», WG KAt Tal TIEPLEXOpEVA
TNG EVOTNTOG AVTHG.

Ag onpewdei 6TL 1 evoTTA AUt TIEPL-
AapBdvet keipleva, AOyoTexVIKA ot paTa, Tpa-
youdia, kau agnynoei pe Bépata avthodpeva
and T ovyxpovr otopia kat Tov Eeplwpd Twv
EMvwy ¢ Mikpdg Aciag kot T yevokTovia
Twv ENMjvwv tov TTovtov.

E&¢ppace v avomoinon tov yia
HEYAAN OUHETOXT) TwV SAoKAAWY Kat evxapt-
OTWVTAG TOUG AVEPEPE OTL «T) EMUOPPWOT) ATTO-
Tehel Sikaiwpo Tov daokdAov Kat LVIIoYpEWOT
Twv BuvovTwvy. A&ilet va onpewwdel 6Tt oTo
oepvaplo mapafpednkay kat Sdokalot ekTog
¢ Mntpomnolttikng meptoxns e Néag Yopkng,
arno t Bootwvn, To Xiovotov, Tn Néa Iepoén,
™ OhadéAgeta kat to TitaPovpyo.

Dwtoypagies: 0pBddofos Maparnpntiig

Ovpavoifia Naod Metapop@waoews Tov ZwThpog

ANKOPATZ, AMéoka.— T Qupavoiia Tov véov 1epot Naov 116 Metapoppdoews Tov Ewtrpog
Té)eoe 0 Mnytpomolityg Ayiov Ppaykiokov Iepdapos, pe ovvodeio kAipov kot 700V moTAY,
10 Zdffato 4 Oxtwfpiov, oo Avikopat(, arn ueyadvrepy moAn e molireiag s Addokag. H
rdaot] fulavtivod Tomov erPAntixh oe péyeog exkAnaio -epPadot 8.000 TeTporywvikdv 10SWV-1
omoiw ayeSioTnKe ard T apyiTERTOVIKG Ypageia “Ikona Architects of San Francisco” kau “Krochina
Architects of Anchorage” mepiéyet mepioo6tepeg amo 100 ercdves fulavtivod pvbuod. Zro otrypiétumo
Swxkpivovteu apiotepd o Mypomodityg Ayiov @payxiokov Iepkapos katd T4 Sidprein TG TEAETHG
Bupavoibiwv kou Sekid o peyddor Swpntés ¢ exxAnoiag, To (ebyos BapPapa ko Tevt Kovp.
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‘Huépa Evyapiotiov

Edyapiotoiuév Xot,
Kvpie 0 O¢og 0 IlavrokpaTwp!

AmoxaAvyng 11:17

IIpdg 1006 Zefaopiwtdrovs ki Ocopile-
otdrovg Apyrepeis, o0 Evdafeotdrovs Tepeic
kel Atadvovg, Tovg Moveyots ki Movayé,
1006 Ilpoédpovs xai MéAn t@v Kowotik@v
ZvuPovriny, & Huephiow ko Amoyevpativi
Zxoleia, Tic PidlomTwyovs ASedpoTyTeg, THY
Neolaia, Tic EMAnvopBddoées Opyavwaers kai
oAoKkAnpo 16 Xpiotemwvopov mAfpwp TG
Tepac Apyremorkomnis Apepikiis.

Ilpoogi)eic ASedgoi

Kol Adedgéc év XpLotd,

‘H napadoon tiig Huépag Edxaplotiav
éxel pakpd ioTtopia otrv Ywpa pag, apxfg
YEVOUEVNG ATIO TOVG TTPWTOLG €Mmoikovg oi
omoiol mpocégepav evxaplotia oTovV Oed
Y& TV do@ali] dnmodnuia Twv oTHV xOpa
avt, Y& v anelevBépwon Twv dnd Opn-
oKeLTIKEG SLweLs, YL T Shvaun v avta-
neEENBovv oTic ToANEG Suokohieg, kai yid Tig
evkatpieg mob Tovg §6Onkav. To 1789, peta
ano éva ynetopa mov mépaoe 16 Koykpéoo,
6 IIpodedpog George Washington ¢Eédwoe
pd Aaxnpvén Evxaptotidv mov 8pile tiv
26" NoepPpiov wg Nuépa «amoddoewg eiht-
KPLV@V Kal TAmeElv@dV e0XaploTidV pHag oé

‘Exeivov yta v ebomhayxvikn ¢povtida

kai tpootacia Tov 0Tobg dvBpwmovg avTig
TG XWpag mpiv avtoi anoterécovv Eéva
€0voG...», Kai, yevikd, yid dAeg Tig peyaleg
Kai Stapopeg dwpeég Tig OMOieg eVXAPIoTWG
Hag xapitew.

‘O Beopog i Huépag Edxaptotidv
g étnota £€0vikn €optn dkolovOnoe 1o
1863, 6tav év péow tod Epguiiov IToAépov
6 TIpoedpog APpadyt Aivkohv éEédwaoe ud
Staknpvén kalovtag T00¢ AvBpwnovg vd
Eexwploovv kai vd EopTaoovy TV TelevTaia
[Tépntn 100 NoeupPpiov, wg fuépa Evxa-
ploTi@dv kai Aogoloyiag otdv ayaboepyd
[atépa pag 6 6molog katotkel otovg Ovpa-
voug ... kai Bepud vd iketevoovy yid v
Stapecordpnon tod Iavtodvvapov yd v
faon T@v MAny®v tod €0voug kai trv armo-
KATAoTAOoT) TOV 800 TILO cVVTOHA Uopodoe
va yivn) obpewva pé tig Oeieg BovAég otrv
A PN Xapd TiG eipnvng, TG appoviag, Tfg
yarvng kai tiig Evwoews.

Abvta téd Bepédia TG Hyépag Evxapt-
oTIOV, Kai 1) Béon NG otV ioTopia kai TV
{wr) adtod 10D €0vovg wg kavoviky £optr
elxav O¢ amotéheopa 1 £€0pTn adTH V& GL-
veoptaletat dmd moANovg Kai V& KaTaoTH
evkatpia ovvabpoicews TOV oikoyevel®v
o€ mvedpa ASeAQoavvng kai Dy vVwpoaHVNG.

‘H ugaon oty dnodoon evxaploTidv 0TOV

O¢0o, 1 6TA0N EVYVWHOOVVNG YL TiG eDAO-
yieg g {wig pag, kai oi mapadooelg mov
gmikevTpwvovTaL 0td Beopod TG oikoyeveiag

annyodv v éueaot pag oty oikoyévela wg
katowkntrplo Tod Xplotod kal wg paptupia
o0 EdayyeAiov Tov.

THv nuépa avtn, dtav ol oikoyéveleg
OUYKEVTPWVOVTAL V& €DXAPLOTHOOVY TOV
O¢d, ouykevipwvovTat én ovoparti Tov, kai o
Xprotog etvar v péow avtdv (Math. 18:20).

Qg Nuépa anodooews Evxaptotidv,
elvat quépa hatpeiag kai mpooevyic. Eivat
nuépa ¢optacpod T0d wTOG TO OMOT0
Tmyddet ano OV Anpiovpyod pag kai peta-
popgwvetatl 4o Tov Avaotavrta Kopio pag.
Elvau fjpépa katd trv 6moiav ot kapmoi Tod
Ayiov ITIvedpatog @aivovtal 0TV 6povoLa
TfG olkoyeveiag.

‘H ‘Huépa Evxapiotidv eivat 1) fpépa
Katd TNV Omoiav oi oikoyéveleg yevovtat
and kowvod 16 mvedua TAG oikoyeveiag kai
10D omutiod dnwg avtd B4 Empene va elvat
ka0’ 6An v Sidpketa Tod EToVG-XDpOg do-
Eoloyiag kai edxaploTiag kai KATOKNTHPLO
XploTod.

AvT 1y Suvarn oxéon petald miotewg
kai éoptacpod 1 Huépag Evxapiotidv
Seiyvel, €miong, Tt adTn elvat i oTrypr) oL
oi olkoyéveleg pmopodv v mpooPEépouvy
paptupio Tod Evayyeliov.

Méoa and tov éopTtaocpd avTig Tig
Nuépag, ol oikoyéveleg €xovv TV evkalpia
va mpoo@épovv paptupia Tod Evayyeliov
avayvwpilovtag 6t 6 Xplotodg ebpioketat
£V HEOW aDTAOV Kal TPOTPEPOVTAG EUTPAKTN
e0yvwpoohVN oTov Oed yia Tig dgboveg
evloyieg Tov. EmmAéov, 1} Opovola avapeoa
oTd péAn TAG oikoyeveiag kaAliepyel Tovg
Kolvovg Seopovs, émPefatwvovtag 8Tt 1
oikoyéveta eivat xdpog ayamng, povtidog,
Bepaneiag kal ovyxwpnoews. X¢ omitt TO
omoio elvat katowkntipto t0d Xplotod ¢
pia oikoyévela 1) omoia cvvdéetal pué TOv
O¢0, 10 k&be pélog pmopel va Puwon THv
aydmn i 6mola myddet and v &ydnn Tod
O¢od yid kabévav amo €uag. Ot gilot kai ol
@tho&evovpevol umopodv vd Plwoovv pid
paptupia Tfig Suvapews Tig mioTews Kal TAGg
X&pLTog, kai propel kai dANot vé EAkvaBodv
an’ adtn v paptupia otd Evayyélo Tiig
owTnpiag, T6 omolo dvakawilel, petapop-
QWVEL Kai AUTpWVEL.

¢ avtr) v edhoynuévn Huépa Evxa-
PLOTLOV, 4G mpoo@épovpe v Pabeld kai
Xappoouvn evyvopoovvn pag otov Ilavro-
Svvapo Oeo. Eibe oi dgpboveg Swpeteg Tov
V& gdAoYNooVY TiG OLYKEVTPWOELG Kai Tig
OLVTPOPLEG 06, KaBwg EopTdalete adTn TNV
Suvapkn kai fwvtovn tapadoon tod £Bvovg
pag, €i0e 6 Xplotodg vd elval dvapesd oag
WoTe v mpoo@épete paptupia tod Evayye-
Aov tig dAnBeiog kai dyamng.

Metd matpixiic v Xplotd dydmyg,

1 6 Apxenickomnog Apepuiic Anpritprog

Fun Songs for Learning Greek!
CD & hardcover songbook set builds
vocabulary with songs your child will enjoy.

Designhed for

Order by mail: Each set $23.95 plus $6.50 s/h
first set. Add 90¢ s/h for each additional sef.
Checks payble to: GrAm Publishing, PO Box 3883,
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3883. Call 203-838-9158.

nglish Speakers!
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Close Ties Between Two Parishes in the 1920s and Early ‘30s

[l by William H. Samonides, Ph.D.

While the stirring story of the rebirth
of Manhattan’s St. Nicholas National Shrine
is riveting the attention of the Orthodox
faithful across the Archdiocese, it is per-
haps time to remember that St. Eleftherios
Church, a West Side of Manhattan parish,
was nearly destroyed about 60 years ago.

St. Eleftherios parish was threatened,
not by terrorists, but by city planners.
Robert Moses, who more than anyone
was responsible for changing the physi-
cal appearance of New York City in the
20th century, placed St. Eleftherios and
much of its “blighted” neighborhood on
the demolition list for the good of the city.

The fourth of 10 parishes in Manhat-
tan, St. Eleftherios originally occupied the
former 24" Street Methodist Episcopal
Church. The first official service took place
on Holy Thursday night, May 2, 1918,
one year after the establishment of St.
Nicholas. Greece’s involvement in World
War I in 1917 had resulted in victory for
Prime Minister Eleftherios Venizelos and
abdication and exile for King Constantine.
Political passions were running high.

Fr. Macaronis, a stalwart Venizelist,
had been forced out of the Brooklyn par-
ish, which was dominated by Royalists. He
found a haven at St. Eleftherios.

As political passions cooled, the finan-
cial position of the St. Eleftherios parish
declined. By 1926, according to the late
Peter Kourides, longtime legal counsel
of the Archdiocese, the parish was in dire
financial straits. It could neither pay its

three mortgages nor meet its payroll. On
Nov. 1, 1926, Holy Trinity Cathedral took
over the title for St. Eleftherios and under-
took payment of its liabilities.

This situation would prove beneficial
to both parishes. Two months later, on
Jan. 23, 1927, when fire destroyed the
Cathedral, Holy Trinity was able to move
across town to St. Eleftherios, investing
about $25,000 to repair and renovate the
church so it could accommodate both
parishes.

On Feb. 26, 1931, it was at St. Elefthe-
rios that Archbishop Athenagoras was
enthroned as head of the Church in the
Western Hemisphere. Two bishops and
30 priests from New York, New Jersey,
and New England participated in the
ceremony.

The small church could not accom-
modate all the faithful, but many stood
outside in the cold to witness the historic
event. In November, the church hosted
the first of the six clergy-laity congresses
over which Archbishop Athenagoras
would preside.

The two parishes remained joined
until March 4, 1932, when the Holy Trinity
Archdiocesan Cathedral was completed,
and the parish moved to its present loca-
tion on East 74th Street.

None of this history mattered to the
city planners of the 1950’s. Title I of the
Federal Housing Act of 1949 provided
federal subsidies for the clearance and
redevelopment of large tracts of America’s
cities. It was intended to eradicate blighted
urban areas and provide affordable hous-

ing for middle- and low-income families.

In August 1957, the New York City
Committee on Slum Clearance, headed
by Robert Moses, recommended the con-
struction of a $34 million housing project
south and west of Penn Station. The proj-
ect, which would cover a six-block area,
was named Penn Station South. Chelsea,
where St. Eleftherios is located, was one
of the most densely populated New York
neighborhoods with 98 percent of the
mostly two-to-five-story tenements rated
substandard.

Only three buildings—a Catholic
church, an Episcopal church, and a ho-
tel —were scheduled for preservation. St.
Eleftherios was to be demolished and the
parish relocated.

Given the cost of New York City real
estate, it was unlikely that the church
would be able to rebuild in Manhattan,
and relocation could mean a loss of its
parishioners.

A Protestant church that was also
scheduled for demolition threatened to
sue, claiming it was religious discrimina-
tion to give churches of more powerful
denominations favored treatment.

The Committee on Slum Clearance
offered a revised plan that “removes the
likelihood of any possible criticism that we
were discriminating against any church.”

The Protestant church and St. Elefthe-
rios were spared. St. Eleftherios also
benefited from extra space when the plan
added a sweeping curve to 24th Street in
front of the church.

This is not to say that all was smooth

sailing for St. Eleftherios after it was saved
from the wrecking ball. In August 1973,
a two-alarm fire of suspicious origin de-
stroyed the church on the morning of
August 5, 1973. By the time parishioners,
many of whom had come from Queens
and New Jersey, arrived for the 9 a.m.
Orthros service, the church was a total
loss. Parish Council President Dennis
Callinicos, in an expression of resolve fore-
shadowing that of Archbishop Demetrios
after 9/11, said: “We’ll have the service
next Sunday -- outside.” This was the third
church fire in the Chelsea area in a month,
and the Fire Department ordered an inves-
tigation into the possibility of arson, but
there were no arrests.

Rebuilt in 1976 on the same site, the
present church still stands at 359 West
24% St., surrounded by 22-story residential
buildings and a few trees.

The bust of Archbishop Athenago-
ras on a pedestal outside the church is
a reminder of the important role of St.
Eleftherios in the history of the Greek
Orthodox Church in America. Overcom-
ing challenges including insolvency, con-
demnation, and fire, St. Eleftherios has
demonstrated the faith, determination and
resilience of its people.

The story of St. Eleftherios and its ear-
ly priests will be featured in “Pioneering
Priests: Establishing the Greek Orthodox
Faith in America,” an exhibition funded by
Leadership 100 that will be on display at
the St. Photios Greek Orthodox National
Shrine in St. Augustine, Fla., starting in
January.

K W Hellenic College
kA Hory CRroSS

Greek Orthodox School of Theology

www.hchc.edu

Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology
50 Goddard Avenue
Brookline, MA 02445
(617) 731-3500

PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH

The Board of Trustees invites applications, nominations, and inquiries for the
position of President of Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology located in Brookline, Massachusetts. The elected candidate is
expected to assume the Presidency, commencing July 1, 2015. The Trustees
seek a dynamic, visionary and strategic leader who will implement the
strategic plan, enhance its academic stature, and strengthen its position as a
leading institution.

The President is the chief executive officer of Hellenic College, Inc., which is
governed by the Board of Trustees, chaired by the Archbishop of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. The President is expected to build upon
the institution’s achievements and to lead the College and School of Theology
into a future of ever changing needs in higher education and in the life of
Orthodox Christianity.

Founded in 1937, and supported thereafter, by the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, Hellenic College Holy Cross is an institution of
higher learning fully accredited by the New England Association of Schools
and Colleges and The Association of Theological Schools in the United States
and Canada. Hellenic College is a faith and learning collegiate endeavor
offering six baccalaureate majors. Holy Cross, a graduate school, is the oldest
and largest Orthodox Christian School of Theology in the English-speaking
world offering three graduate degrees. The College and School of Theology
educate men and women in the liberal arts and selected professions in the
context of the teachings and traditions of the Orthodox Christian Church and
Hellenic heritage. The institution houses several high quality institutes and
centers that provide complementary academic assets to faculty, students,
and the scholarly community.

It is essential that the President understands and embraces the vision
of Hellenic College Holy Cross as the center for intellectual, educational,
and spiritual formation for the Greek Orthodox Church in America. The
institution is committed to educating, forming, and developing seminarians,
collegians, and graduate students for ordained and lay vocations in service
to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, other Orthodox Christian jurisdictions,
and Society. Emphasis is placed on preparation for leadership positions in
chosen professions.

The ideal candidate for the Presidency, cleric or layperson, possesses
intellectual breadth, discernment, an authentic spiritual demeanor, and strong
interpersonal skills. The candidate is a successful teacher and scholar, and/or an
outstanding clergyman, and/or an excellent senior manager. The candidate is a
team-builder and efficacious administrator with a genuine desire and capacity
for fund-raising and institutional advancement. The Trustees are seeking a
Presidentwho caninspireandleadeffortstoimplementtheinstitution’sstrategic
plan, enhance its academic stature, strengthen and expand its resources,
pursue operational excellence, and promote its distinctive ethos, mission,
and history.

Further, the Presidency requires passion, energy, and courage to meet the
institution’s challenges and opportunities. The President needs to be an
effective communicator and skilled advocate in order to interact successfully
with the institution’s trustees, faculty, students, administrators, staff, and
external constituencies. The President is a proven business and academic
leader who possesses strong financial acumen and who can manage a high
degree of complexity.

A doctoral/graduate degree or equivalent experience is required

with proficiency in Modern Greek preferred.

¢ Non-traditional candidates with organizational leadership and
development experience are encouraged to apply.

« Compensation is competitive with institutional peers.

¢ For information about Hellenic College Holy Cross, visit www.hchc.edu.

Applicants are to submit a letter of application and a resume or curriculum
vitae. Nominators are to submit a letter of recommendation and the nominee’s
resume or curriculum vitae. Additional materials will be requested as needed.
The search process strictly adheres to a policy of candidate confidentiality.

Applications or nominations are to be submitted to
presidentialsearch@hchc.edu by Friday, December 19, 2014.

Please use “nomination” or “application” in the subject line.

Hellenic College is an Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE). A diverse workforce
and an inclusive culture is valued.

Hellenic College Holy Cross is an institution of higher learning founded by, associated with, and supported by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
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Virginia Church Makes Visitors, New Members Feel at Home

Name: Sts. Constantine and Helen
Greek Orthodox Church

Location: Newport News, Va.
Metropolis of New Jersey

Founded: 1949

Clergy: Fr. George Chioros (Holy Cross
89, M. Div,)

Size: more than 400 families

E-mail: office@schgochurch.va.goarch.org
Web: www.schgochurch.va.goarch.org
Noteworthy: Parish has had only two
priests in the past 45 years.

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — When you
enter the narthex of Sts. Constantine and
Helen Church, expect to get “pinned.”

One of this 65-year-old parish’s most
important ministries is its welcome out-
reach to visitors and new members. “We
are a welcoming community,” said par-
ish priest Fr. George Chioros, a Chicago
native who has served the community
15 years.

“We have a greeter in the narthex
every Sunday to welcome visitors. When
a new person comes for the first time, the
greeter will pin them with a small icon of
Sts. Constantine and Helen identifying
them as a first-timer,” he said. “People at
the coffee hour will know they’re visitors
and they won’t feel neglected. It’s some-
thing every parish should be doing.” The
Welcoming Committee consists of several
women greeters.

Once or twice a year, especially in
late August after the Feast of the Kimis-
sis tis Theotokou, the parish holds “New
Member Sunday” where new members
are introduced and invited to the solea
where Fr. George reads a short biography
and presents them with a small icon of the
church’s patron saints.

To top off their welcoming experi-
ence, a group photo is taken with other
parishioners present.

Sts. Constantine and Helen receives
many visitors as it is a transient com-
munity with the presence of three major
military installations: Langley Air Force
Base, the U.S. Army’s Fort Eustis and the
U.S. Navy Base in Norfolk, headquarters
of the Atlantic Fleet.

Homeless ministry

Twice a year, parishioners take part
in a program sponsored by churches in
the city to feed the homeless either at
the other participating churches or at
Sts. Constantine and Helen community
center. The church also was accepted as
a host parish to host homeless people
for overnight stays between October
and April.

The Philoptochos chapter is very ac-
tive in philanthropic causes in the greater
community, especially its local children’s
hospital ministry.

“We definitely think outside the box,”
the priest said. “We need to be known
for more than just our architecture and
Greek festivals.”

In his personal ministry, in addition
to his many parish duties, Fr. George
has become very involved in the local
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community. He is past president of the
Newport News Clergy Association, serves
on the board of the Peninsula Pastoral
Counseling Center, which helps people
with psychological counseling, and is
chairman of the Pastoral Advisory Com-
mittee for Riverside Hospital, where he
is involve with the pastoral care program
and resident chaplaincy students.

Along with Fr. Nicholas Bacalis, dean
of Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral
in Richmond, Fr. George represents the
Orthodox faith as a member of the Vir-
ginia Council of Churches.

He also is past president of the
Hellenic College Holy Cross School of
Theology Alumni Association. Presbytera
Flora has served as National Sisterhood
of Presvyteres president.

Fr. George’s reach out extends to the
55,000 subscribers of the Newport News
newspaper, The Daily Press, for which he
writes a column with a pastoral theme
several times a year. “I really enjoy doing
it,” he said.

The priest is only the second priest
to serve the parish in 45 years.

His predecessor, Fr. Peter Makris,
retired in 1999 after 30 years’ service.

Historical background

Greek immigrants arrived in the area
of the Virginia Peninsula, which includes
Newport News, Hampton and Yorktown,
long before the creation of the parish.
According to a parish history edited by
Marika Anthony, many relocated from
southwestern Virginia to the peninsula
attracted by the shipbuilding and railroad
industries.

Originally, they came to America
from several parts of Greece, including
the Peloponnesus and Karpenissi. Some
also arrived from Cyprus.

In the 1870s and ‘80s, California en-
trepreneur Hollis P. Huntington built a
railroad to bring coal from West Virginia
to ship to world markets, which became
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. He
next developed the Newport News Ship-
building and Drydock Company, which
became the world’s largest shipyard,
employing many Greek immigrants.

The closest church in the early years
of the 1900s was in Norfolk, a ferryboat
ride across Hampton Bay. Annunciation
Church in Norfolk is the mother church
of Virginia parishes. Priests from the
church would come to Newport News to
perform weddings and baptisms.

1929 was a milestone for the Greek

community with the founding of AHEPA’s
Woodrow Wilson Chapter 21 and the
Greek Woman’s Penelope Society (now
the Hellenic Woman’s Penelope Society
- HWPS), a forerunner of Philoptochos,
which promoted civic, educational,
cultural and humanitarian projects. It
continues to function, parallel with the
parish’s Philoptochos chapter.

From 1929 to 1949, visiting priests
from Norfolk and the U.S. naval base
would come to Newport News and hold
services at a local Episcopal Church.
The HWPS would collect 25 cents from
Greek businesses and households to pay
the priests.

A second major wave of Greek im-
migrants, from other parts of the East

Coast, came to the city in the late 1930s
and ‘40s because of the economic boom
resulting from increased ship construc-
tion. The Newport Shipyards built many
of the warships used in World War II.

Ground was broken in January 1947
for the parish’s first church, located near
downtown. The building was completed
at a cost of $150,000 in 1949.

The ensuing years saw a number of
major developments in the parish: the
GOYA chapter’s founding in 1950, the
formation of Philoptochos’ St. Helen
Chapter 1095 in 1954, the Greek Radio
Hour on WACH with host and DJ Miss
Tessie Asime in 1954, the selection of the
church by the Virginia Council of Greek
Orthodox Churches in 1959 to host the
annual Epiphany celebration, and the
purchase of property in 1966 for a new
church and community center at the par-
ish’s present location.

The Hellenic Bazaar, which became
the Greek festival got its start in 1967. The
parish now holds two festivals a year. Its
major festival lasts four days after Memo-
rial Day. The smaller, two-day event is in
October. These, along with stewardship
are the main revenue sources.

The present community center was
completed and dedicated in 1976 and the
present church was built in 1982 and con-
secrated by Archbishop Iakovos in 1984.

Sts. Constantine and Helen’s choir
for many years has been a part of the
National Federation of Greek Orthodox
Church Musicians and hosted two annual
conventions of the Eastern Federation of
Greek Orthodox Church Choirs.

[> continued next page

IS YOUR PARISH...

Ready to expand parish participation?

Seeking funds for a building project?
Wishing to promote Planned Giving?

STRATEGIC PLANNING
WORKSHOPS: For greater
involvement in your parish

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
PLANNING STUDIES: Assessing
your project’s fundraising potential

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
MANAGEMENT: Planning and
coaching from beginning to end

ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE!

THE OFFICE OF PARISH DEVELOPMENT OFFERS
GUIDANCE TO PARISHES THROUGH:

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
CONTACT US TO DISCUSS YOUR GOALS & NEEDS AND ALLOW US
TO EXPLAIN HOW WE MIGHT BE OF HELP.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
OFFICE OF PARISH DEVELOPMENT

3 South Prospect Avenue, Ste. 11

Park Ridge, IL 60068

Phone: (847) 825-1432

Email: jminetos@goarch.org

STEWARDSHIP ASSISTANCE:
Inspiring greater giving

in your parish

PARISH PLANNED GIVING
PROGRAMS: Guidance in
cultivating planned gifts

GRANT PROPOSAL RESEARCH
& WRITING: Help throughout
the grant proposal process
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AHEPA announced that two
study abroad programs wiill

be available summer 2015,
providing college students the
opportunity to earn credit.

Last year we are pleased to
announce our partnership with the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation who
have graciously offered assistance
to our participants!

The Ahepa/Stavros Niarchos Foundation®
Journey to Greece Program is composed of two separate trips.

The AHEPA /Webster Journey to Greece Program,
which is being held in cooperation with Webster University.

The AHEPA /DEREE-ACG Excursion to Greece”

will be launched in cooperation with DEREE - The American College of Greece.

to Greece and Cyprus.

This program can transfer 6 college
credits and allows our young people
to connect with the heritage
& culture.

Applications for the programs will
be available in early January 2015,
for the summer’s most exciting trip!

AHEPA since 1968 has provided
this trip for students

Visit the AHEPA web site at www.ahepa.org
to download and complete the application, DON'T BE LEFT OUT!

AHEPA Headquarters.
1909 Q Street, NW. Suite 500 Washington, DC 20009

(202) 232-6300

JABYMA TTAYPOT HIABNGT ‘Recipients can be awarded financial scholarships funded
m AR STaVEIDS HIABEHES FOUNDATION by the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, based on financial need.

TOURS,
WORLD WIDE TRAVEL

h OFEANETE, ROUND TRIP
DPOHNA To Athens or Thessaloniki

“.we‘g,aﬂ from New York
AW LIZITHPIA RESTRICTIONS DO APPLY o SPACE IS LIMITED o CALL TODAY

LOWEST HOTEL & CAR FARES AVAILABLE
EMIKOINQNHETE MAZI MAZ £TO INTEPNET
Contact: Eleni & Ari Poulos
WEB: www.eleni.com e E-mail: elenistours@yahoo.com

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Exlong avadaypdvovue NON STOP FLIGHT US AIR FROM

AwaBartiipia kat ZvuPolaioypaikd
PHILA TO ATHENS

(IMAnpeéovoria, Metagpdoeig,
AND CONTINUE TO THESSALONIKI

Mioromontixd, x.A.7.)
1-800-989-47 33| 5 Bayberry Drive, Broomall, PA 19008
610-355-7730 * Fax: 610-355-0823

Call Now and Begin Saving Money with Eleni Tours, Inc.

N

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

" Offered to Communities,
Organizations, Church festivals

and all other functions.

Kontos Foods famous for its POCKET-LESS PITA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

Fillo
Kataifi

Courteous Service * WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

Exclusive Distributor for USA & CANADA of TRIKOMITES HALOUMI

KONTOS FOODS, INC « EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President i
BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544 on‘l'os
(973) 278-2800 ° Fax: (973) 278-7943
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OBITUARIES

Fr. Gregory Champion

LAKE WORTH, Fla. — Fr. Gregory
Champion, 85, a retired priest, died Sept.
27. He was born Dec. 1, 1928, in Terre
Haute, Ind. After completing public school
in Terre Haute, he attended Indiana State
and Ball State universities for three years
in liberal arts.

He also attended Christ the Savior
Theological School in France, Canasius
College in Buffalo, N.Y., toward a masters
in theology and the University of Athens
in 1971-72.

He received a licentiate in theology
from Christ the Seminary in Johnstown,
Pa in 1962.

He married Georgia Balasis of Patras,
Greece in 1965 and was ordained a deacon
and a priest at St. Nicholas Russian Ortho-
dox Cathedral in New York. From 1965 to
1971 he served several Russian Orthodox
churches of the Moscow Patriarchate.

He transferred to the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese in October 1973 and was
assigned to Transfiguration Church in
Mason City, Iowa, where he served until
June 1981.

His next parish was Dornition of the
Theotokos in Greensboro, N.C., where he
served until his retirement in December
1992.

He is survived by Presbytera Georgia;
brothers, Richard L., Thomas E. and James
M. Champion; sisters Esther M. and Ruth

E. Champion; and other relatives.
Services took place Oct 30 at St. Cath-
erine Church in West Palm Beach with
Metropolitan Alexios officiating.
Memorial donations may be made to
St. Catherine Church, 110 Southern Blvd.,
West Palm Beach, FL 33405.

Fr. Spiro Pieratos

COVINA, Calif. — Fr. Spiro Pieratos, 85,
a retired priest, died Sept. 24.

He was born Sept. 11, 1929, in Scran-
ton, Pa., and completed public school in
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

He studied for six years at Holy Cross
Seminary, graduating in 1954. He earned
a master’s in theology from St. Mary’s
University.

He married Panagiota Panteli of
Greece in November 1956 and was or-
dained a deacon in March 1957 at St.
Demetrios Church in Astoria, N.Y, and as
a priest on March 17 at Kimisis tis The-
otokou in Brooklyn, N.Y.

He served St. Elpis Church in
Hopewell, Va., from April 1957 to May
1960; St. Anthony in Pasadena, Calif., from
June 1960 until August 1973; St. Sophia
Church in San Antonio, 1973-1977; and
St. Nectarios in Covina from October 1977
until his retirement in October 1993.

Survivors include Presbytera Panagi-
ota, two sons, Dionysios and Demetrios
Pieratos, and a niece, Roza Pieratos.

Parish Profile

[> continued from previous page

The Young Adult League was
founded in 1987, the Hellenic Youth
Dancers were formed in 1990 and the
parish hired its first youth director,
John Theodosian, in 1991.

Other youth groups were formed
in the late 1990s.

Youth ministry also includes reach-
ing out to college students through the
Orthodox Christian Fellowship. Each
February, through William and Mary
College in Williamsburg, the parish par-
ticipates in an OCF retreat that draws
participants from many surrounding
states and as far as Connecticut.

Among the concerns that, not only
the Newport News parish faces, but

many others as well, is the activity of
certain “non-denominational” churches
in drawing people away, Fr. George
noted.

“It’s not just the Orthodox,” he
said, but “also other established Chris-
tian denominations.”

The present-day parish consists
of second and third-generation Greek
American born, but is also “very pan
Orthodox,” according to Fr. George.
Orthodox Christians from other juris-
dictions that have no nearby churches
are members. There are many converts,
some through marriage. Several con-
verts have become Orthodox on their
own. There still are some immigrants
from Greece and Cyprus.

— Compiled by Jim Golding
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EDUCATION

Office of Education Holds Annual Teachers Development Seminar

ASTORIA. N.Y. — Hundreds of Direct
Archdiocesan District parochial school and
Greek school teachers attended the annual
Greek Teachers Staff Development Seminar
Nov. 4 organized by Office of Education
Director Maria Makedon.

The annual seminar held at St. Deme-
trios Day School provided in-service training
that offered workshop sessions on literacy
development, the Common Core, math,
social studies and science topics.

The program featured a lecture for
Greek teachers by Marios Koukounaras-
Liagkis, Ph.D. of the Department of Theol-
ogy at the National Kapodistrian University
of Athens and presentations focusing on
current trends in education and recent man-
dates set by the New York State Education
Department pertaining to the day schools’
English program and Greek program as its
foreign language component.

Archbishop Demetrios spoke to the
entire gathering following lunch. Caren
Moncher Zayde, executive director of the
New York City Department of Education
Division of Nonpublic Schools addressed
the educators on applying for government
funding.

Dr. Koukouaras-Liagkis, a philologist
and theologian, discussed methods and
techniques for teaching Greek through
“Art and Applied Theater, and ways of
interdisciplinary teaching of religion and
Greek language.

Visiting Cyprus schools

Archbishop Demetrios discussed his
visits to several schools and meeting with
Ministry of Education officials during his
trip to Cyprus in late October.

“They spend considerable amounts of
money for education,” the Archbishop said.
“They think education is a priority, despite
their economic hardship and occupation.

Archbishop Demetrios describes his visit to schools in Cyprus, including those in the occupied zone.

They have many innovative programs.”

In visiting several schools in the coun-
try, he noted that some were for children
with special needs, which they referred to
as having a “noetic handicap” (intellectual
handicap), but that some of the children
demonstrated special abilities in other ar-
eas. One student could name the particular
day of the week that a certain date fell upon,
regardless of the year, he said. Describing
his visit to the occupied part of Cyprus, the
Archbishop recalled being greeted by a girl
who “spoke perfect Greek that was rich in
content,” despite having grown up in an
occupied area.

Knowledge and wisdom
Commenting on contemporary edu-
cation, Archbishop Demetrios said that,

in other generations and previous times,
knowledge was transmitted exclusively
though the school, but that is not the case
in modern society.

“Today, knowledge comes from many
sources,” including computer programs
and games, he said.

His Eminence said schools “have to
establish what proper knowledge is; knowl-
edge that leads to wisdom.”

He cited a definition of wisdom as
“the use of the best means for the best
purposes.”

He added, “The thing that we have
to do is make our work in class and in
school different from what it was in the
last century.”

The Archbishop urged the teachers
to “make school a pleasant place -that’s
important - so children will say ‘We don’t
want to miss any day of school.””

The Archbishop advised the Greek
language teachers, “Don’t be discouraged.
Even with transmitting a minimum of
Greek, you have provided a maximum and
optimum of intellectual treasures.”

School funding sources
Ms. Zayde spoke briefly about various
ways to receive state and federal money
through funded programs, including the
Title I, Title I and Title III programs. She

[> continued to page 26
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(top) Greek language teachers representmg more than 30 day and afternoon schools, attend lectures

given at the St. Demetrios school library.

(below) Dr. Zayde addresses the audience on state and federal aid programs for parochial schools.
Office of Education Director Maria Makedon is at left.




24

GIVE THE GIFT THAT GIVES BACK

LOUKOUMI‘S FOWKOUMI

GIFT R Al T he Aahos e S

Hl_ck Katsoris

Thls Christmas, for every Loukoumi book sold, we will donate 1 book to
charity, plus the $2 we donate to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
For Church Bookstore & Philoptochos discounts: call 212-397-2804 or

email info@loukoumi.com At Amazon.com, BN.com & Loukoumi.com

If You Missed The Make A Difference With Loukoumi TV

Special on FOX, Watch It Today on www.Loukoumi.com

STIERILING TIRAVIEIL
ZO LAUREN LANE, PRITLIPSBURG, NJ. 0656
oy hellastickeds.com o sterlingtravel@hotmall.com
20 Lawren Lane, Phillfpsburg, NJ 06865

TICKETS 2 GREECE ON SALE
NEA YOPKH - AOHNA - OEXXAAONIKH
Me emoTpo@n

209

+ FUEL FEES + TAXES EXTRA ° MNepiopiopévog apiBudg Béacwv © Restrictions Apply
XapnAég Tipég yia AMAH METABAZH « EIAIKEZ MPOX®OPEL KI ANO AAAEE MOAEIZ

Thegaveiore dopedv (Call Toll Free): 1.800.GREECE-8 (1.800.473.3238) 1.908.213.1251 » 1,908, 213.6826
TAIOKTHTEZ: BAYIAHY & MINA AITEAH

Oriental carpet & area rugs Ceramic tile & grout cleaning

Upholstery & fine fabrics Headboards & bed frames
Drapery & shades Fabric walls

Marble & stone cleaning Leather furniture

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Serving the Tri-State Area

212.777.4040 fabracleen.com fabracleenstoneandtilecare.com

NOVEMBER 2014

EBOLA CRISIS

An Orthodox Mission in the
Midst of the Ebola Outbreak

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone — Until a
few months ago, the word “Ebola” would
elicit a blank stare from most people living
in the United States.

Not so now, as news reports have
cited five isolated cases in locations includ-
ing Texas, Ohio, Maryland and New York.

Although first described in Africa
in 1976, no cases of Ebola virus disease
(EVD) in humans had been recorded in
America until 2014. As of October, there
have been two deaths in the United States.
In addition, hundreds of people have been
tested for potential Ebola virus and a few
Americans have been evacuated from Af-
rica for treatment in the U.S.

However, the epicenter of what is be-
ing described as a pandemic is West Africa
where more than 13,000 people have been
affected and more than half have died.

In the midst of this tragedy is a Greek
Orthodox priest, a graduate of Holy Cross
School of Theology, who has spent many
years doing mission work in that part of
the world under the jurisdiction of the
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexan-
dria.

EIGHT YEARS IN WEST AFRICA

Fr. Themi Adams (Adamopoulos) for
the past eight years has operated the Or-
thodox Mission in Freetown, Sierra Leone,
overseeing a compound for the disabled,
an Orthodox school with 2,000 children
and a teacher’s college.

He has also been on the front lines in
the battle against Ebola.

A native of Australia, Fr. Themi earned
a masters and Ph.D in Early Childhood
Education at the Monash University, Mel-
bourne, completed a Master’s of Theology
degree at Princeton Divinity School and a
Ph.D. at Brown University in Providence,
R.I. He is a founding lecturer of St. An-
drew’s Greek Orthodox Theological
College in Sydney, Australia. He is also a
former Australian rock star whose band,
“The Flies,” who performed with the Roll-
ing Stones and the Beetles.

Recently he has become the subject
of a a feature film by an Australian movie
producer. An American screenwriter, Wid
Bastian of Logan, Utah, who is Greek Or-
thodox, was retained to write the screen-
play for the film.

Mr. Bastian recently provided the fol-
lowing information to the Orthodox Ob-
serverbased on interviews with Fr Themi.

Since the first outbreak in December
2013, the Ebola crisis in West Africa has
grown from a local, to a regional and
now an international health crisis. While
the governments of Sierra Leone, Liberia
and Guinea have recently responded
with additional resources to combat the
problem, as has the United Nations and
the international community, the death
toll mounts and the disease continues to
spread to other nations, such as Nigeria.

Fr. Themi runs the Holy Orthodox
Mission in Freetown, which consists of
a compound for the disabled, known as
Waterloo.

The Waterloo compound was con-
structed to help care for the children of
disabled parents. The mission provides
housing for the disabled and their fami-
lies, water wells for drinking, cleaning
and growing of fruits and vegetables. A
medical clinic and a small school for the
children of the disabled are also located
on the compound.

Situated in the heart of Freetown, the
St. Syke Primary School was abandoned

during the Sierra Leone civil war and left
in a dilapidated state.

A RESULT OF THE CIVIL WAR

In 2008 the Freetown Council and the
Education Department handed the opera-
tion of the school over to the Orthodox
mission. Since the takeover in 2008, the
school has benefited from a massive clean-
up. A security fence was built around the
school making it safe and secure for its
over 2,000 students.

The Tower Hill Teacher’s College
trains native Sierra Leone primary and
secondary school teachers who become
instructors in schools around the country
after they graduate.

From its inception, Fr. Themi’s mis-
sionary work in Sierra Leone has been ex-
tremely challenging, but now the systemic
problems of recovering from a devastating
civil war, poverty and ignorance have been
magnified by a horrific health crisis.

Since March, Fr. Themi has been
sounding the alarm about the Ebola threat
but, unfortunately, his warnings and
the alerts of others were not sufficiently
heeded. Now, according to multiple in-
ternational medical authorities, the Ebola
outbreak is out of control.

Interviewed from his residence in
Freetown in August, Fr. Themi said, “This
is the worst period of the crisis. I'm hoping
that within a few weeks the epidemic will
be lessened, but right now we are in the
worst part of the storm.

Nurses and doctors have run away
from the hospitals. There are very few
clinics you can go to now and seek any
type of medical treatment unless you have
a large amount of money.

“Everyone is scared of everybody
else. If anyone complains that they have
aheadache or a fever... boom, they’re fin-
ished. They are completely shunned and
isolated. As for the rest of us, we are doing
our best to control the situation. The gov-
ernment has quarantined affected areas,
movement has been restricted. There is
a national curfew-after 7 p.m. no one is
allowed on the streets.

“Daily life has become very difficult.
Everyone has to wear gloves and wash
their hands in chlorine water. You're never
sure if the person you’re talking to has the
virus but isn’t showing any symptoms yet.
The country has ground to a standstill.
Crowds are not allowed to gather. It’s like
a war situation.”

“While many of the international air
carriers have stopped flying to West Africa,
there are still flights from Sierra Leone to
other African cities.

Ebola is not transmitted by air, but
rather through bodily fluids like blood
and saliva. Ebola is also not transmitted
through water or food, but it can remain
on objects, such as needles or even cloth-
ing, for an extended period of time after
the infected person comes in contact with
that object.

There is no known cure for Ebola
(other than experimental drugs such as
ZMapp) and no inoculation against the
disease.

The death rate for those infected
with the Ebola virus can be as high as 90
percent.

“What I am trying to do,” Fr. Themi
says, “is to institute a sound understand-
ing of what we are dealing with without
creating too much fear or panic. For ex-

[> continued to page 26
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METROPOLIS NEWS

Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitan Savas Consecrate Church

By Heidi Surunis and Irene Douglas

CANONSBURG, Pa. — Fr. George L.
Livanos could not have felt more blessed
after the weekend of Nov. 7-9 as he par-
ticipated in the consecration of All Saints
Church where he has served as parish
priest for 25 years.

The sacred weekend began with the
arrival of Archbishop Demetrios at the
Pittsburgh airport, welcomed by youth
greeters, a delegation of All Saints faithful
and Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh.

The group departed and made a brief
stop to visit with Metropolitan Maximos,
now retired, to include him in the bless-
ings of this most sacred and holy event.
Upon arrival at All Saints the hierarchs
were greeted by 21 clergy from Pittsburgh
and surrounding area, and 15 acolytes.

Outside the church were the holy
relics of St. George the Great Martyr and
Trophy-bearer, St. Kyrikos the Martyr and
Holy Fathers Martyred in Sinai at Raitho
that were to be placed in the altar table.
They were kept illuminated by a vigil
candle near the Icon of All Saints.

Archon Manuel Pihakis led a proces-
sion to the front of the church, carrying
the banner of All Saints Church as the
relics were delivered to the altar. The
church rang with the jubilant voices of
the Byzantine choir led by Archon Peter
Papadakos, protopsalti of the metropolis
and assisted by Archon Dr. Nicholas Lout-
sion, protopsalti of All Saints, singing the
Apoltikia for the saints whose relics were
received.

Despite a gloomy forecast, Saturday
came in sunshine and splendor. Arch-
bishop Demetrios led the parish outside
to process around the building three times
as services began, taking the Church “out
into the world” then back inside to resume
the “baptism” of the holy altar and Church
building.

Blue skies and brilliant sunshine
warmed the faithful in procession and
many, eyes turned to the heavens, no-
ticed a formation of clouds striking the
undeniable image of the cross across the
morning sky.

God was truly with the members of All
Saints Church that day. There was silence
in the waiting crowd then the insistent
“tapping” of the Archbishops staff on the
doors was heard as his voice cried out “Lift
up the gates, O you rulers, and be lifted

Apollinaria Livanos and Stellanie Loutsion were part
of the large youth contingent at the consecration.

up, you everlasting doors, and the King of
glory shall enter.” The doors were opened
by consecration co-Chairmen Dr. Nicholas
Loutsion and Irene Douglas who led the
parish inside to witness the sealing of the
relics, the washing and anointing of the
altar table. Cloth icons of the four evan-
gelists were placed in the corners of the
table and then the serving clergy dressed
the altar table again. Time passed quickly
for all held in rapt attention by activity in
the altar, normally unseen by most but
shown to all on monitors placed through-
out the church.

Both hierarchs navigated through the
church anointing each wall and icon with
holy oil. Council President Paul Stamata-
kis commented that the oil cross marking
made over the sanctuary, still visible,
would be a reminder to us all and would
never be painted over.

Festivities concluded at a formal ban-
quet held at the nearby Hilton Garden Inn
where 550 people, along with Metropoli-
tan Theodosios (emeritus metropolitan of
the OCA), a Canonsburg native, gathered
in celebration on Saturday evening. The
banquet room was radiant, lit by over 50
golden lanterns softly reflecting the shape
of the cross. Proclamations were recited
by state Rep. Brandon Neuman and Con-
gressman Tim Murphy. David Rhome,
mayor of Canonsburg, presented them
with keys to the city.

Metropolitan Savas and Archbishop
Demetrios complimented All Saints on
the impeccable organization and spoke of
the many meaningful details of the event.
They, along with Fr. George, reflected on
the beauty of the church and the richness
of its heritage.

They marveled at the beauty of the
iconography (Laurence Manos, iconog-
rapher) and the attention to their 1925
Blaine Avenue origins, from which icons
were restored and framed completing the
interior of the new All Saints Church with
a unique mixture of old and new Icons.

[> continued to page 27
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(top) Archbishop Demetrios blesses the congregation in the newly consecrated All Saints Church.
(below)Metropolitan Savas anoints the icons on the walls of the church.
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Long Island ‘Steel’ Church Holds Thyranoixia

3 '

WANTAGH, N.Y. - Five years after the ground-breaking ceremony for St. Markella community’s future
church took place in 2009, Archbishop Demetrios officiated at the thyranoixia service on Nov 2.
Assisted by the parish priest, Fr. Sarantis Loulakis, and Deacons Eleftherios and Constantin, the Arch-
bishop opened the doors for the new building that was constructed around and over the existing
church that had served the 200-member parish for 20 years. The church occupies 7,000 square feet
on the community’s 2 1/2 —acre property in South Nassau County, about 35 miles east of Manhat-
tan. Pre-fabricated all-steel building was manufactured in Houston and transported by truck to New
York at a cost of about $1.6 million. A dinner followed at Terrace on the Park in Flushing Meadows.
Among the guests was Nassau County Comptroller George Maragos.

Annual Teachers Seminar

[> continued from page 23

noted that her office helps ensure parochial
schools get their share of benefits from
government funds and programs. She also
expressed enthusiasm at “partnering with
the Archdiocese” to promote high educa-
tional standards in the parochial schools.

“Mrs. Makedon is a wonderful advocate
for you, your schools and your children,”
Ms. Zayde said. “She will run to Albany
in support of the schools.” Commenting
on the seminar, Maria Makedon stated, “I
was extremely pleased by the number of
participants in this annual district educa-
tional event.

Attendance was high
Almost 300 teachers and administra-
tors attended a series of workshops and
presentations aiming at improving both the
English and Greek curricula.
“Throughout their careers, teachers

must participate in educational professional
development activities, even if they hold an
advanced graduate degree.

Thus, all the English program work-
shops were designed by the day school
principals, whose main goal was to provide
their staff with the knowledge and skills
needed to align their everyday teaching to
the new national Common Core standards.

“The Greek teachers were also eager to
learn new and helpful tips to apply in their
everyday teaching practice. They had the
opportunity to acquaint themselves with
the basic principles of inter-disciplinary
teaching,” she said. “They practice teach-
ing Religion and Greek simultaneously by
taking part in a workshop emphasizing
experiential learning.

“They also expressed much apprecia-
tion on what they learned on their evalu-
ations and congratulated our Office and
Professor Koukounaras-Liagkis for an excel-
lent presentation.”
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Priest Deals with Ebola Crisis

[> continued from page 24

ample, all of the altar boys have to wear
long sleeves, trousers and gloves and wash
their hands in chlorine before entering
the church. There is a great deal of daily
discomfort in addition to the fear of catch-

CONTRIBUTIONS TO
REBUILDING ST. NICHOLAS

Contributions can be made easily and
securely by credit card online at: www.
stnicholaswtc.org or by sending a con-
tribution via check to: Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese - St. Nicholas Fund,

8 East 79" Street, New York, NY 10075.

ing the disease.”

Despite the pleas from many of his
friends and supporters urging him to leave
Sierra Leone and seek safety in Australia,
Fr Themi stayed on saying,

“Our Lord Jesus has taught that the
shepherd of the flock does not run away
when danger or an enemy approaches
but remains to protect the sheep. The
hireling runs away. ‘But he that is a hire-
ling and not the shepherd ... seeing the
wolf coming leaves the sheep and flees....
the hireling flees because he cares not for
the sheep. (St. John 10. 12-13). I am not
a hireling!”

Mr. Tsambazis is the executive pro-
ducer of the upcoming feature film,
Themi, about Fr. Themi’s life.

For further information contact Wid
Bastian at wtbwriter@gmail.com or John
Tsambazis at jtsambazis@yahoo.com.
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Archbishop Demetrios addresses the banquet gathering. From left, Metropolitan Savas, co-Chairmen Dr.
Nicholas Loutsion and Irene Douglas, Fr. George Livanos and Parish Council President Paul Stamatakis.

Canonsburg Church Consecration

[> continued fronm page 25

They applauded the distribution of
the hierarch’s Savanon which was cut,
attached to All Saints icons, and placed
in cross—embroidered lace bags for each
parishioner.

The service books especially cre-
ated for All Saints through the diligent
efforts of Archdeacon Panteleimon, Fr.
Seraphim Dedes, Fr. George Livanos,
Fr. Callos, Archon Peter Papadakos, Ar-
chon Dr. Nicholas Loutsion, John Dziak,
Heidi Surunis and Irene Douglas, would
be the standard for consecrations to
come. The evening presentation ended

with a lively performance by the All
Saints Greek Heritage Youth dancers.

Sunday, after an exhausting week-
end, Fr. Livanos, Fr. Callos and Fr.
Filipovic celebrated the first service in
the newly consecrated church before
the All Saints faithful, energized by the
Holy Spirit. The consecration of the
church building brought with it the
rededication of all within it, placing
Christ at the center and in the hearts
of those who enter.

They are reborn in the spirit of re-
newal, and hopeful for continued bless-
ings in their beloved All Saints Church,
once God’s house ... now God’s home.

St. Demetrios Church photo

Feast Day visit

Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta celebrated the Feast Day of St. Demetrios Church in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., where he tonsured six altar boys and blessed hundreds of faithful. Show with the Metropolitan
are: (front row, from left) Helen Taschioglou, John Taschioglou, Dorothea Stratoudakis, Nicholas
Stratoudakis, Presbytera Georgia Metropulos, Nicholas Metropulos, Owen Cockrell, Christopher
Chong, Dominic Bowler, Valerie Cockrell, Soula Chong. (back row, from left) Samspson Kasepakis,
youth coordinator; George Stratoudakis, Goya lead advisor; Fr. John Codis, Deacon John Christakis,
Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Christopher T. Metropulos, presiding priest and Tim Cockrell.

Pan-Orthodox Service

Cliff Argue photo

Members of the Washington Orthodox Clergy Association (WOCA) representing various jurisdic-
tions throughout Western Washington held the first of what are planned to be quarterly Holy Unc-
tion Services for healing of the faithful in the area at St. Demetrios Church in Seattle. Seven priests
and a deacon celebrated the service, while other clergy participated by chanting or praying in the
congregation.

TIOCC

New Board Chairman Named
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BALTIMORE - Long-time board
member and past Treasurer Mark D.
Stavropoulos of Troy, Mich., a member
of the Archdiocesan Council and an
Archon, was named the nchairman of
the Board of Directors for International
Orthodox Christian Charities (I0CC)
at the trustees’ annual meeting in
Chicago. He succeeds Oklahoma City
attorney and former Judge Michael S.
“Mickey” Homsey, who served two two-
year terms as board chairman.

Stavropoulos assumes leadership of
the board at a time when the organiza-
tion continues to respond to the crisis
in Syria, where IOCC works closely
with the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate
of Antioch and All the East to support
one of the largest private humanitarian
networks in the country. IOCC’s emer-

gency relief also extends to Syrian refu-
gees and locally-affected populations
in Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Armenia.

To date, IOCC has assisted nearly
two million people in the region, in-
cluding over 1.6 million people inside
Syria.

I0CC’s global humanitarian reach
also provides relief to beleaguered fami-
lies in Greece where it has delivered
more than $10 million in assistance
over the past year, and under Stavro-
poulos’ leadership, aims to expand its
health, education and water initiatives
in Ethiopia, Uganda and Cameroon.

Stavropoulos and newly elected
Vice-Chairman Presbytera Maria Z. Mos-
saides; Secretary Thomas M. Suehs; and
Treasurer John V. Sobchak, will assume
their duties in January.

Team IOCC Raises $25,000

BALTIMORE -- Nearly 30 other sup-
porters of International Orthodox Christian
Charities (IOCC) at dawn on Oct. 18 to go
the distance in the 14™ annual Baltimore
Running Festival, and to raise money and
awareness about the people it serves world-
wide with every stride.

More than 25,000 US and international
runners and walkers competed in this year’s
marathon, half-marathon, relay and 5K
races. Team IOCC included participants

from Ohio, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Min-
nesota, New York, Washington, and IOCC
staff from its Baltimore headquarters. The
group raised nearly $25,000 to provide life-
saving humanitarian assistance to families
displaced by war, overcoming natural di-
sasters or working their way out of poverty.

This is the second year that Team IOCC
has participated in the Baltimore Running
Festival to support IOCC’s humanitarian
mission.
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To see more gift ideas

visit us online BASILEFOODS.COM
Or call 855-4-BASILE (855-422-7453)

A CHRISTMAS GIFT BOOK!
Greek Folk Stories ¢ 0ld and New

A legacy of stories from Asia Minor, written and
illustrated by Mary Ziavras. A delightful collection
for all, young and old. Paperback, 131 pp, $17.95

To order visit www.Amazon.com

) 4 www.GreekFolkStories.com
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NAPLES FLORIDA REAL ESTATE
Vicky Lewis

4 N Realtor
239.777.4904

Vicky@VickyLewisNaples.com
www. VickyLewisNaples.com
MIAQ EAAHNIKA
DOWNING-FRYE REALTY, INC.

MOVE TO FLORIDA

Net Profit 250K minimum per year. AUTO SERVICE CENTER.
2 Seperate buildings, 5,600 sq.ft - Land 23K sq.ft. on heavily
traveled boulevard. Foreign Auto Repair/Collision Paint, Body,
Used Car Sales. Fully Equipped facility in business for 31 years
and still going strong . Ready to retire and sell to the right per-
son. Business and Property. Owner Financing Available.
Call Mr. Costas at (904) 744-5863

Mountain View Luxury Log Home

Near Asheville and Skiing Apx 3791 SF on 2.07
Acres with 4+Add’l avail. Open floor plan, 3

bdrm + office, 3 1/2 ba, vaulted ceilings, large
custom kitchen 1400 SF of covered porches.
$448,500. Era Mt. View properties
Tami (828) 925-1130

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME

IN PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

One acre land, corner lot, in Palm Beach Country Estates —
Close to beaches, the Gardens Mall and two colleges. This
is a non-gated community. All lots are one acre or larger -
Beautiful land with breathtaking views. Easy access to Palm
Beach, West Palm Beach and Jupiter.

Call Eleni at (561) 818-4303

BOOKS

My White Clouds

By D. G. Bacas

My Winrte CrLouns

White clouds above the moun-
tains towering over a village in
Greece lift a young girl’s heart to
the land of her dreams, America.
Journey to Greek customs, fam-
ily and food (w/ recipes)-and to
immigrant life in America in the
early twentieth century.

Perfect gift for Yiayia, Papou,
Nouna and Nouno!

Order at: www.mywhiteclouds.com
or at Amazon or Kindle

AUTHORITATIVE
INFORMATIVE
RICHLY' ILLUSTRATED

i jiy BYZANTINE
#*° CHURCH ARCHITECTURE
i INOGRAPHY

For press release & reviews go to

wwwnichsdosscom/Byzantinm

WWW.INAZON.Com

D i m it ri oS Photography & Video
o Purchase Photes from all events visiE
W We [P@DEG @S- GO
Yow cam 7ind @s on Facebool

CALL Now (516) 931-2333
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Gus Kalivas, CPA

Financial Advisor

20 Imperial Avenue

Westport, CT 06880

0: 203.454.5400

c: 203.984.4275
constantine.p.kalivas@ampf.com

Putting clients’ best interest
first for over 37 years.

ameripriseadvisors.com/constantine.p.kalivas

Ameriprise %(@

Financial

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc., All rights reserved.

Ft. Myers
Holiday

Sarasota Tarpon Springs ~ Boca Raton Miami
Ft. Myers Daytona Naples Melbourne
Orlando earwater St. Petersburg Ft. Lauderdale
All Communities with wonderful Greek Orthodox Communities, Churches and Culture

Thinking of Retiring part time or full time?
Let us find you a Greek Community that you will LOVE!

Residential and Commercial Real Estate

Dino Theoﬁlos, Broker/Owner

Florida Capital Real Estate LLC
Call Now for Real Estate Information

941-448-4936

BOSTON MASS BAND

Kostas Taslis
with Bouzouki « Klarino
Male & Female Vocals
© AdikaeAnpotikaeHrepotikasNnotwtika

Movaixi] yia 6Aa Ta yodoTa

Call Kosta: 978.374.1946 » 781.223.6804
E-mail: tasliskostas@gmail.com

“ELLADA”

The USA’s Top Greek Band

Dino Theoﬁlo'sr

www.musicofellada.com 941-448-4936

Booking performances throughout the USA, Canada & Caribbean!

Call NOW for available Dates.

ZEPHYRO

Baltimore, Marylan:
Wﬁi{mimm dmaazc

tlias Poulos

Leonidas Zafiris

www.zephyrosband.com
Peter Bisbikis Emmanuel Matsos
(410) 821-7521 (410) 661-6362
peterbisbikis@comcast.net

MOUNT ATHOS PILGRIMAGE

Mayi 4t/ May 28, 2015
Fuinformaton plase contact Theofilos Russo
a4 355:0975 o wwantaRospilorimage.com

Exclustyelyfor Yen
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Faith In Action: Our Family’s Philanthropic Work

- by Georgia Williams

Our family does things differently
than most. We take our three children
(eight years old and under) to play with
Russian orphan children, some of whom
have communicable skin diseases (noth-
ing incurable). We travel with them to
the wilds of Russia, 700 kilometers from
Moscow and far from quality medical care.
We give shelter to particularly troubled
young-adult orphans, who live with our
family for months at a time. I suppose all
of these decisions could be seen as “im-
prudent,” yet I remain convinced that they
are among the wisest we have ever made.

They haven’t made life smooth and
easy for our family, but our involvement
in philanthropic work has been an untold
blessing in many ways. It has definitely
been “worth it” to do things that seem
ridiculous or foolish in the world’s eyes
in order to help those who are in need.

So how did my family ever get into
the business of helping Russian orphans?
My husband, Andrew, and I met in Russia,
in the course of establishing the Russian
Orphan Opportunity Fund (ROOF) in
1997. Its mission was to send teachers into
orphanages where children were falling
behind in school because the Russian state
was not providing them with the necessary
education.

ROOF has since grown into an orga-
nization that supports Russian orphans
through educational and vocational pro-
grams, summer camps, and an alternative
housing program for young adults who
would otherwise be institutionalized for
life. This experience has had a profound
impact on our family life, and it has made
it clear to us how our life and study of the
faith relate to our philanthropic work and
our children’s involvement in it.

Our children must see and be part
of our faith in action. Otherwise how
will they believe us or understand what
it means when we tell them that we are
followers of Jesus Christ? After all, Jesus
is alarmingly clear about the standards to
which He calls His followers when He says,
“This is My commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you” (John
15:12). So, just as Jesus does, we are to
give our lives for the life of the world—
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,
sheltering the homeless, and caring for
those in distress (Matthew 25).

We Christians are putting both our-
selves and our precious children in dan-
ger if we encourage them to hear these
teachings in church and then we fail to
live them in and with our families. At best
our children might consider us hypocrites,
for it would be far worse for them to con-
clude that the Church isn’t important and
become effectively inoculated against the
possibility of taking Jesus’ commandments
seriously.

Our family loves to visit the orphan-
ages together. Our daughters, Elizabeth
(6) and Anna (4), were an amazing help a
couple years ago at ROOF’s summer camp
for mentally and physically handicapped
orphans, working with a group of fifteen
boys and girls their own age. On one
occasion the three of us were left with a
large group without any other caregiver.
Four children ran to the sink and began
to cover the room in water, while one
little boy tried to push his fingers into an
electric socket. My girls, who have grown
up around a certain amount of craziness,
quickly helped me form a ring of chairs

around the electrical equipment and then
jumped up on the chairs to block other
children from coming near it, while I took
hold of the little boy and mopped up the
water. I was astounded by their poise, as
the situation was truly dangerous and they
seemed to understand that quite well.
Should we be exposing our children to
these things? I guess only time will tell
.. . But, to my surprise, my girls beg to
go into the orphanage each day we are
there—they love to know that they are
actually helping. Alongside our children
we are also learning, by pattern, to not
be intimidated and to call on the Lord for
help in impossible situations.

Indeed, who could ever wish for a
better pastime than putting in a hard day’s
physical, mental, and spiritual labor to-
gether as a family, to bring joy to children
who otherwise sit bored, unvisited, and
even drugged? Each day we set out to walk
the mile to the orphanage in the already
blazing early-morning sun, not knowing
what genuine surprises the day will bring.
Sometimes we witness little miracles to-
gether. One day we watched a little girl
who didn’t speak begin to talk. Another
day, a five-year-old blind boy, who doesn’t
walk because no one has urged him to
learn, began to take confident steps, fol-
lowing the sound of a volunteer’s voice.

Sometimes we are tempted to call
our work “adaptive relational therapy”
because we see how the children begin to
blossom as soon as we start paying them
warm, individual attention. Of course,
most people blossom when we start loving
them. But it is never long before we realize
that adaptive relational therapy works two
ways. The children are also transforming
us—they are changing our stony hearts to
hearts of flesh. And sometimes they are
literally the examples we need in our own
lives. One such example is the caretaker at
our volunteer house - a young man who
avoided institutionalization by coming
to work for ROOF-who will never let us
skip our morning or evening prayers. He
truly knows poverty and teaches us how
to properly depend on God.

For our family, serving God and be-
ing transformed by doing philanthropic
work happened halfway around the world
because that’s where we were at the time.
But it doesn’t matter if you can’t go some-
where far-flung-your own backyard will
do perfectly. If you offer your own time,
your own homes, and your own lives, God
will bless your efforts, because you will be
fulfilling Christ’s commandment to love
one another as He has loved us. And your
families will be healthier for it, and your

children will be left without any doubt
about what it means to be a follower of
Christ. What true Christians everywhere
have to offer is precisely this unusual
perspective: that glory comes through
suffering together in communion when
we do not shirk the crosses that we have
the honor to take up in and together with
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Andrew and Georgia Williams are a
British-American couple who live in Quil-
lan, France. Andrew also holds a Master’s
of Divinity from Holy Cross. In addition,
he is trained in music (MA Oxford). Geor-

gia is trained in economics (BA Princeton)
and theology (MA Oxford). As the found-
ers of ROOF, they travel frequently to Rus-
sia to keep involved with various projects
there. Part of ROOF’s special mission
to help orphans in Russia is to facilitate
the placement of Orthodox faithful from
outside Russia into projects for orphans
in Russia, and we are eager to hear from
anyone who would like to spend time vol-
unteering. Russian language is, of course,
a big plus, but is not generally required
for active involvement in a project. For
more information, visit www.roofnet.org
and view us at www.youtube.roofnet.org

ACTS OF CHARITY

* Make an Emergency Kit — The Sunday before Thanksgiving is International Ortho-
dox Christian Charities (IOCC) Sunday. “IOCC, in the spirit of Christ’s love, offers
emergency relief and development program to those in need worldwide, without
discrimination, and strengthens the capacity of the Orthodox Church to so respond.”
This month learn more about this organization and take time to make an emergency
kit for those in need. For more information, visit www.iocc.org.

* A Birthday Present for Jesus — As we approach the Nativity of our Lord and Savior,
take time to sit down as a family and decide what you will “give” Jesus for His birth.
Asyou begin your planning, read the Matthew 25:31-46 and discuss if there is anyone
you can give food, drink, hospitality, or clothing. Are there other things you can do?
Keep it simple but meaningful for you children. Check with your parish priest to
find out if there are any needs in your community.

* Make Prosforo — One of the most beautiful gifts we can offer the church is to
make Prosforo for the Divine Liturgy. Check with your parish priest for details and
to schedule a time. Make sure you explain to your children that making this Holy
Bread is a great privilege and responsibility. Start with a prayer, and continue to pray
as you make the bread. Don’t forget to make a list of people living and departed that
you want remembered as the priest prepares the bread before the Liturgy begins.
Visit www.family.goarch.org for more details.

o
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Family Connections is a ministry of the
Center for Family Care of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America.

For more information about the center's

ministries please contact:
79 Saint Basil Road
Garrison, NY 10524

Phone: (845) 424-8175

Email: familycare@goarch.org
Website: www.family.goarch.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/centerforfamilycare

crcte ity 700
® ’ /

The Center for Family Care was established with
a major grant from the Archbishop lakovos
Leadership 100 Endowment Fund, Inc.

We are grateful for its support.
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Orlando AHEPA “City Beautiful” Chapter # 161 Presents...

The Gift Of Great Memories...

The Greatest Greek Party Ever !!!
A Fabulous Christmas Gift For Your Spouse...
For Your Single Children... Anyone Needing A Break!
e GET OUT OF THE COLD IN FEBRUARY
e Five Nights Departing From Port Canaveral, FL On Sat. Feb. 7th
e Full Day In Beautiful Cozumel, Mexico

e Return Thurs. Morning, Feb. 12th to Port Canaveral, FL
e Extended Stay Options Available In Orlando / Universal Studios
e Air Fare Packages Available To Suit Your Schedule

A Portion Of The 2
Proceeds To Benefit A
St. Nicholas At Ground Zero * *® ot

Party With The Hottest Greek Entertainers In America

m Greek Rap Star Sotiri “

You Tube Sensation — Mega Hit Feta Kai Psomi
Super Versatile DJ ALEKO

Played with Vanilla Ice , 50 Cent & Others
Singing Star — Rena Tsapelas
New York’s Unforgettable and Hottest Greek Singer

Vasilios Kanaras & The Odyssey Greek Orchestra
Baltimore’s #1 Greek Band Playing Music From All Regions Of Greece

’ Rate Schedule )

Junior SUte ..ceeerieeeeneene —F T W L
Ocean View Balcony.........cc.ccccecveeceeccnnennacenn $654.19
Ocean View Cabin.....u e ses sesesssnssensenenss $584.19
Promenade CabiN..........uueeissrmmesessmeses sessees $554.19
Inside Cabin.................... eemeemreeene. $514.19

Cabin Fare, Meals, Port Charges, Taxes,
PREPAID GRATUITIES and All Shipboard Entertainment
Included!!! Based On Double Occupancy

. J
Book Today... This Pricing Will Not Last...

Less Than 400 Cabins Remain
You Can’t Afford To Miss This Boat!!!

Call Fun Cruise & Travel

1-888-826-9660
Visit Web Site Below For More Details

www.AhepaCruise.com
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OCMC Announces Mission
Team Openings for 2015

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — The Orthodox
Christian Mission Center seeks volunteers
for its short-term mission teams for 2015.
Spaces are available for more than 120
Orthodox Christians to serve in the com-
ing year by ministering to youth, teaching
the faith, offering healthcare, and working
on construction and maintenance proj-
ects. Teams will be traveling throughout
the year.

In addition to returning to Alaska,
Albania, Guatemala, Kenya, Mexico, Mol-
dova, and Uganda, a team will travel to
Indonesia to provide religious education
at two Orthodox church schools and offer
catechism to the faithful in Medan.

This team will serve from June 28 to
July 12. Participation cost is $1,065 (plus
airfare).

Other 2015 Orthodox Mission Teams
include:

Albania Teaching: Work with youth
leaders on outreach to university students
and nurture college students and young
adults in Tirana; serving from Feb. 27 to
March 8. Participation cost is $1,150 (plus
airfare).

Albania Youth Work: Participate in
the annual summer youth camp program
at the Children’s Home of Hope in Shen
Vlash; serving from June 15 to July 1.
Participation cost is $1,135 (plus airfare).

Guatemala Outreach: Work with
the community in Nueva Concepcion to
restore facilities at a senior center and of-

fer outreach to surrounding communities;
serving from July 26 to Aug. 8. Participa-
tion cost is $1,325 (plus airfare).

Guatemala Healthcare: Take part
in a holistic health outreach to minister
to spiritual and physical needs in north-
ern Guatemala; serving from Aug. 17-26.
Participation cost is $1,475 (plus airfare).

Kenya Teaching: Celebrate Pascha at
the Makarios III Seminary in Nairobi and
teach the Faith to catechists (local church
leaders) from outlying areas of Lodwar;
serving from April 9-19. Participation cost
is $1,110 (plus airfare).

Kenya Construction: Assist the com-
munity of St. Peter with the construction of
aschool in the remote village of Loupwala
in northern Kenya; serving from May 28
to June 13. Participation cost is $1,415
(plus airfare).

Moldova Youth Work: Assist with a
youth camp in Orhei focused on Orthodox
spirituality and culture among the youth of
Moldova; serving from July 11-23. Partici-
pation cost is $1,060 (plus airfare).

Uganda Healthcare: Provide health-
care as part of the ongoing initiative of the
Orthodox Church to minister to the needs
in eastern Uganda; serving from June 1-12.
Participation cost is $1,350 (plus airfare).

More information on teams to Alaska
and Mexico will be forthcoming. For more
information or to apply, visit www.ocmc.
org/about/open_teams.aspx or e-mail
teams@ocmc.org.

Grants Help Seminarians Join Teams

by Andrew Lekos

The Orthodox Christian Mission
Center provided 10 grants to seminary
students to enhance their education with
field experience by serving on OCMC
short-term mission teams in 2014. These
students had the opportunity to preach
the gospel, offer catechism, and assist
in youth programs in Kenya, Albania,
Ghana, and Moldova.

The OCMC Mission Team Grants
were awarded to seminarians from Christ
the Savior Orthodox Seminary in John-
stown, Pa., Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy in Brookline, Mass., St. Tikhon’s
Orthodox Theological Seminary in South
Canaan, Pa., and St. Vladimir’s Orthodox
Theological Seminary in Crestwood, NY.
These students were given the opportu-
nity to witness the Holy Orthodox faith
in action by implementing Christ’s Great
Commission to Go and make disciples of
all nations.

The mission team experience bol-
sters one’s faith through service and
engenders compassion. One seminarian
grant recipient learned this firsthand, stat-
ing, “It is very important for us to sacrifice
our will to God on a daily basis and trust
that He will guide us in the right path,
and by doing so, we allow ourselves to
be ‘wounded by His love.’ It is important
to trust God and be fearless in the roads
that we undertake through Him because
He will provide us with all we need.”

Mission service is a unique way to
be challenged. The insights gained and
lessons learned in this cross-cultural min-
istry change one’s outlook on the world.

Another grant recipient reflects,
“Although my time in Albania was brief,
it was unbelievably life-changing. I have
been inspired and motivated to spread
the Gospel to wherever I can, near or

far. I hope this motivation stays within
me, and I can’t wait to see where God
takes me next.”

Participating on short-term missions
is an important and exciting step into
possible long-term missionary service.

These mission experiences offer
seminarians and seminary students
the experience to broaden horizons,
strengthen leadership skills, and develop
a vision for the needs of the world by
sharing the Gospel.

It is an opportunity to participate
through work, witness, and worship
and to become a visible expression of
love, unity, and support in the Orthodox
Church.

The OCMC Mission Team Grants for
seminarians provide funding towards the
cost participating on an OCMC Orthodox
Mission Team and a cash stipend to quali-
fied students.

Over the past 10 years, the OCMC
seminarian grant program has distributed
$183,000 to over 50 Orthodox seminary
students.

Teams in 2015 will serve Orthodox
in Alaska, Albania, Guatemala, Indonesia,
Kenya, Moldova, and Uganda. Applicants
for Mission Team Grants must have
completed at least one semester in an
Orthodox seminary at the time of applica-
tion, be in good academic standing, and
demonstrate church involvement. The
application deadline is Jan. 9.

Seminary students who want more in-
formation about the grants, applications,
and mission teams, can visit www.ocmc.
org/about/open_teams.aspx; or contact
Andrew Lekos toll-free at 1-877-463-6784,
or e-mail Teams@ocmc.org.

The Orthodox Christian Mission Cen-
ter (OCMC) is the official missions agency
of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the United States dedicated to
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#RebundStNlcholos

On October 18th,
Orthodox Christian faithful
gathered in downtown New
York City, at Ground Zero, to
witness history in the
making: His Eminence Arch-
bishop Demetrios blessed
the ground upon which a
new St. Nicholas Church
building will triumphantly
rise.

For thirteen years,
faithful Orthodox Christians
from around the globe have
been praying fervently, and
working tirelessly, to ensure
that the humble Church
building annihilated in the
twisted metal and rubble of E :
the September 11th attacks could one day rise again. Rebuilt. Renewed.

Resurrected.

Y2AM has been blessed to help tell this important story. In September, we
released a Be the Bee episode recounting the history of St. Nicholas, and its
future. After the Ground Blessing, we released a video explaining the depth and
beauty of the service. And most recently, we released a Be the Bee episode on
the Ground Blessing Service itself, a beautiful illustration of the truth and power
of Christ's Resurrection.

Let us never forget that this is a story we should all tell. St Nicholas is now
a National Shrine, and will be a beacon of Orthodoxy to the millions of people
who see it every year. Share this important story with your friends, family, and
parish. Share these articles and videos.
Most importantly, share with the world the Good News of Christ's Resurrection.

want to learn more about the effort to
*) #RebuildStNicholas?
Check out the episodes from our weekly YouTube series, Be
v
e
E‘i“‘mm

the Bee, to learn about the St. Nicholas National Shrine! To
watch the full ground blessing or for an opportunity to donate
to this beautiful project, go to www.stnicholaswtc.org!

St. Vincent Movie Review

Review Date: October 7, 2014 | Rated: PG-13 | Genre: Drama Release Year: 2014 Running Tirme: 102 mimstes.

LOVE THY NEIGHEDUR

Commeon Sense Media says
Quirky, smart, stirring buddy comedy has some edge.
AGE (D QUALITY (D

el anonono e @D xxx

For more on this and other movies, as well as reviews on apps, video games, and
more, check out www.CommonSenseMedia.org.

common)sense

media

{in the now}

youth and young adult news

Snap with us @ GOA_Youth and
Gt @GOA_Young Adults

connect with us.
like us ﬂ

GOA Youth

GOA Young Adults
follow us[‘_‘i'

@GOA_Youth

@GOA_YoungAdults
snap with usw
@GOA_Youth |
@GOA_YoungAdults )
watch us m

Y2AM
reflect with us ﬁ‘

http: //blogs.goarch.org/y2am/theladder
pin with us @

GOA YoungAdults
v §9

our mission

{ Iﬂ U’W@ ﬂO\/\/} isthe}olace toﬁnd
the latest news and happenings ﬁfom the
Department of Youth & Young Adult
Ministries (Y>AM).

{ Iﬂ th@ HO\/\/} is acatalystfor
change in the youth and young adults

of our Greek Orthodox church, he[ping

to lead and guide the members of today’s
generation in practicing our faith and

nurturing our Ve[aﬁonship with God.

Youth & Yaur *_,Adult Ministries
Greek Orthodox Archdiocass of Armerica |
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Archdiocese’s Oldest Parish Celebrates 150 Years

. by Laila Morcos

NEW ORLEANS — Archbishop Deme-
trios, Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta,
and Metropolitan Tarasios of Buenos
Aires came to the city to honor the oldest
Greek Orthodox church in the Americas,
Holy Trinity Cathedral, which celebrated
its 150" anniversary with a weekend of
events Oct. 10-12.

On Friday, Oct.10, the community
launched the weekend with “An Evening
on the Bayou” glendi. Guests danced to
traditional Greek music, enjoyed delec-
table Greek cuisine, and viewed a grand
fireworks display on the grounds of Holy
Trinity Cathedral overlooking Bayou St.
John. Notable guests included descen-
dants of the Church’s founder, Nicholas M.
Benachi, who came from across the coun-
try to celebrate their ancestor’s legacy.

The Benachi family is a branch of the
family that established the Benaki museum
in Athens. Metropolitan Tarasios came to
be with relatives for the celebration. His
mother, Angie Vamvoras, grew up in New
Orleans and his grandfather is buried at
the Greek Orthodox Mausoleum at St.
Louis 33 Cemetery.

On Saturday, Oct. 11, a historic, three-
hour bus tour, “Greeks on the Bayou,”
combined the sights of the Crescent City
and the long history of Greeks in New
Orleans.

Saturday evening, the community
welcomed the arrival of Metropolitan
Alexios, Archbishop Demetrios, Metropoli-
tan Tarasios and other past Holy Trinity
leaders.

Following a youth blessing, Holy Trin-
ity Dean Fr. George Wilson, celebrated
Great Vespers with the hierarchs and
visiting clergy. The community and clergy
attended dinner and the premiere of the
documentary film “150 Years of Holy Trin-
ity New Orleans.” The film highlights the
history, milestones and achievements of
Holy Trinity dating back to the Dragon/
Dimitry family — the first Greeks in New
Orleans in the 1700s. Descendants of the
Dragon/Dimitry and Benachi families were
in attendance.

On Sunday, Oct.12, Archbishop
Demetrios and Metropolitan Alexios cel-
ebrated a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at
Holy Trinity.

A banquet followed in the Hellenic
Cultural Center. Guests included U.S.
Sen. David Vitter and New Orleans Sheriff
Marlin Gusman.

Reflecting on the event, Fr. George
commented, “Having had the opportunity
to be a part of the 150™ anniversary of
the oldest Greek Orthodox parish in the

Western Hemisphere has been a personal
blessing and a wonderful honor. I am
most grateful to Archbishop Demetrios for
re-arranging his busy schedule to be with
us. We also are appreciative of the fatherly
love and guidance of Metropolitan Alexios
throughout the whole process of planning
this weekend. Events of this magnitude
depend on the assistance and expertise
of many people; this was the case for our
anniversary weekend: our cathedral fam-
ily stepped-up to host a truly memorable
celebration.”

About Holy Trinity Cathedral

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
was established in New Orleans in 1864
after businessman and Royal Consul of the
Royal Government of Greece Nicholas M.
Benachi offered his personal property for a
temporary church. In 1867, he sold a small
parcel of property on North Dorgenois
Street to the community that included a
small church. The community eventually
relocated to the present site on Robert E.
Lee Boulevard, next to Bayou St. John.

The first priest was Fr. Agapios
Honcharenko, of Russian Orthodox
background. The parish came under the
jurisdiction the Church of Greece until it
came under the jurisdiction of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South

America in 1922. Membership consisted of

i
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Greek, Serbian, Russian and Syrian Ortho-
dox Christians. The Liturgy was celebrated
in Greek, Ukrainian and English.

The parish received its state charter
in 1901. The Hellenic Cultural Center
was built in 1980, and the new Cathedral

a1

Frank Aymami photos

Keepers of the Faith Exhibit - exhibit with ancient Orthodox artifacts and artifacts from Orthodoxy
in the church fellowship hall. (Saturday & Sunday)

was completed in 1985. Today, the Cathe-
dral serves the Greek Orthodox faithful
throughout southern Louisiana, including
more than 400 families from the greater
New Orleans area, under the spiritual
guidance of the Metropolis of Atlanta.




