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The Nativity
of Christ

When the fullness
of time had come,
God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman....
(Galatians 4:4)

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools,
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth,
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers

and Sisters in Christ,

Our celebration of the Feast of the
Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
is filled with joyful proclamations of the
fulfillment of His promises for redemption
and new life. “Today the Virgin gives birth
to Him who is above all being.”

“Today God has come upon the earth,
and man gone up to heaven.” “Today He
who knows no beginning now begins to
be, and the Word is made flesh.” These
words from the hymns of the feast affirm
the magnitude of the events in Bethlehem
on that day. They also nurture within our
hearts the joy, assurance and hope that
are offered through the One who became
incarnate.

The joy of the Feast of the Nativity is
known and experienced through the rev-
elation of God’s divine plan for the salva-
tion of humankind. This deep and fulfill-
ing joy was expressed by the Virgin Mary
when she praised God for being chosen to
be the mother of Christ: My soul magnifies
the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior (Luke 1:46). When the angel
appeared to the shepherds announcing
the birth of Jesus he proclaimed, “Behold,
1 bring you good tidings of great joy which
will be to all people. For there is born to

[> to page 3



To contact the
National Ministries

Archives
212.570.3517
ncalles@goarch.org

Communications
212.774.0244
communications(@goarch.org

Greek Education
212.774.0233
greekeducation@goarch.org

Information Technologies
212.774.0240
theo@goarch.org

Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical
and Interfaith Relations
212.570.3593
ecumenical@goarch.org

Marriage & Family
845.424.8175
familycare@goarch.org

Parish Development
847.825.1432
jminetos@goarch.org

Philanthropy
212.774.0283
bishopandonios@goarch.org

Public Affairs
212.774.0400
fralex@goarch.org

Registry
212.570.3558
frmichael@goarch.org

Religious Education
617.850.1218
religioused@goarch.org

Stewardship, Outreach & Evangelism
646.519.6160
stewardship@goarch.org

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
646.519.6180
youthoffice@goarch.org

NEXT DEADLINE
Deadline for submitting information,
articles and photos for consideration in the
January 2013 issue:
Tuesday, January 8.

Photos should be sent as a large
format ,jpg attachment (300 dpi min.).
E-mail to: jim(@goarch.org
Regular mail: Editor, Orthodox Observer,
8 E. 79" St., New York, NY 10075.

ARCHDIOCESE

NEWS

DECEMBER 2012
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Members of the 2012-14 Direct Archdiocesan District Council with Archbishop Demetrios and Bishop Andonios of Phasiane.

New Direct Archdiocesan District Council Appointed

NEW YORK - Archbishop Demetrios
administered the oath of office to the new
members of the Direct Archdiocesan District
Council on Nov. 28 at the Chapel of St. Paul
following a brief prayer service.

The ceremony was followed by the
body’s first meeting of the new session.

Officers of the Council are as follows:
Archbishop Demetrios, president; Bishop
Andonios of Phasiane, chancellor; Stephen
Cherpelis, Holy Trinity Cathedral, New
York, vice president; Harry Raptakis, St.
Paul Cathedral, Hempstead, N.Y., treasurer;
Fr. George Anastasiou, Transfiguration of
Christ Church, Corona, N.Y., secretary; Em-
manuel G. Demos, Holy Trinity Cathedral,
New York, legal counsel.

Other Council members are: (clergy)
V. Rev. Fr. Sylvester Berberis, Church of the
Zoodohos Peghe, Bronx, N.Y.; Frs. Constan-
tine Combitsis, St. Gerasimos Church, New
York; Evangelos Evangelidis, Annunciation

Church, Stamford, Conn.; John Lardas, Sts.
Constantine and Helen Cathedral, Brook-
lyn, N.Y.; Nicholas Petropoulakos, Holy
Trinity-St. Nicholas Church, Staten Island,
N.Y.; John Vlahos, Church of the Holy Res-
urrection, Brookville, N.Y.; George Zugra-
vu, St. George Cathedral, Hartford, Conn.;
(laity) Anthony Brigis, Church of the Holy
Resurrection, Brookville, N.Y.; Stella Capir-
is, Holy Trinity Church, Bridgeport, Conn.;
Constantine Flokas, Prophet Elias Church,
Yonkers, N.Y.; James Gabriel, Church of
the Holy Resurrection, Brookville, N.Y;
Theodore Germanakos, Church of the
Zoodohos Peghe, Bronx, N.Y.; Demos Lo-
rentzos, Church of the Zoodohos Peghe,
Bronx, N.Y.; Costas Papademetriou, Holy
Trinity Church, New Rochelle, N.Y.; Peter
Pappas Jr., Church of the Holy Resurrection,
Brookville, N.Y. Nicholas Sialmas, Kimisis
Tis Theotokou Church, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.;
Evangelia Stamatiadis, Assumption, Port Jef-

ferson, N.Y.; Diane Vernados, Holy Trinity-
St. Nicholas, Staten Island, N.Y.; George
Zimmar, Church of Our Saviour, Rye, N.Y.;

(Ex-Officio members) Fr. Nicholas An-

ctil, president of the St. John Chrysostom
district Clergy Syndesmos; Maria Skiadas,
president, district Philoptochos; Presby-
tera Alexandra Roll, district representative,
National Sisterhood of Presvyteres; Anna
Dounelis, president, district Federation of
Greek Orthodox Musicians.

Prayer Service Held

at World Trade Center Site

NEW YORK — As he has done for the

last 11 years, Archbishop Demetrios led
the annual prayer and memorial service in
the area of the World Trade Center near
the site where the small historic church of

How to Contact Archdiocesan Institutions,
Metropolises and Related Agencies and Organizations

Direct Archdiocesan District

212.570.3500; www.goarch.org

Metropolis of Chicago

312.337.4130; www.chicago.goarch.org

Metropolis of Boston

617.277.4742; www.boston.goarch.org

Metropolis of Denver

303.333.7794; www.denver.goarch.org

Metropolis of Atlanta

404.634.9345; www.atlmetropolis.org

Metropolis of Detroit

248.823.2400; www.detroit.goarch.org

Metropolis of Pittsburgh

412.621.5529; www.pitssburgh.goarch.org

Metropolis of San Francisco

415.753.3075; www.sanfran.goarch.org

Metropolis of New Jersey

908.301.0500; www.nj.goarch.org
Archdiocesan Institutions

Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity

Tel. 212.288.3215; www.thecathedralnyc.org

Hellenic College Holy Cross School of Theology
617.731.3500; www.hchc.edu

Saint Basil Academy

845.424.3500; www.stbasil.goarch.org

St. Michael’s Home

914.476.3374; www.stmichaelshome.org

St. Photios National Shrine

904.829.8205; www.stphotios.com

Other key organizations and services
National Philoptochos
212.977.7770; www.philoptochos.org

Internet Ministries: www.internet.goarch.org
¢ Orthodox Jobs: www.orthodoxjobs.com

* Orthodox Marketplace: www.orthodoxma-
ketplace.com

* Online Store for Parishes: www.goarch.org/
freebookstore

* Orthodox Children’s Bible Reader Online:
cbr.goarch.org
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St. Nicholas stood for more than 80 years
before it was destroyed in the terrorist
attacks on September 11, 2001.

The prayer service was held amid
the ongoing construction, in front of the
new location at the corner of Liberty and
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Change of Address

To submit a change of address:
Contact Soula Podaras
at 212.774.0235
e-mail: spodaras@goarch.org
fax: 212.774.0239.
Or regular mail to:
Orthodox Observer,
8 E. 79™ St., New York, NY 10075-0192
Be sure to include old address,
new address and name of parish.

To Contact Us
For questions about submitting informa-
tion/news to the Orthodox Observer: Jim
Golding, 2125703557, jim(@goarch.org
Advertising & Greek section, Lefteris Pissalidis,
212.570.35%5, lefteris(@goarch.org,
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Archdiocese
Awards Scholarships

The Scholarship Committee of the
Archdiocese has announced the awards for
the current academic year (2012-2013) from
three scholarship programs.

The “George and Naouma Gioles
Scholarship Fund” was established in 1997
with a generous gift from Marian Gioles in
memory of her beloved parents, to honor
their commitment to their Orthodox Faith,
their love of their Hellenic heritage, and
their desire to help youth who are orphaned
orinneed. Scholarships are awarded annu-
ally to Greek Orthodox students committed
to serious study in degree-earning, under-
graduate programs at accredited colleges
or universities in the United States. Each
year, one scholarship is reserved for a stu-
dent pursuing studies in journalism. This
year that award went to Christina Aicklen
(Dunwoody, Ga.). Scholarships were also
awarded to the following students: Pantelis
Antoniou (Syracuse, N.Y.), Kelcie Brush
(Rolling Meadows, 1ll.), Timothy Cremeens
(Dudley, Mass.) and Jonathan Heyward
(Charleston, S.C.).

The “Katina John Malta Scholarship
Fund” was established in 2002 through a
generous gift from the estate of Katina John
Malta, in recognition of the love she had for
the Church and to honor her desire to help
others, especially children and youth of the
Orthodox Christian Faith. As a reflection of
the pan-Orthodox nature of this scholarship
program, these awards are open to students
from all jurisdictions of the Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and
Central America. This year, scholarships
were granted to two non-GOA students:
Benjamin Horton (Antiochian) and Ashleigh
Tilley (Russian-Moscow Patriarchate).

From the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America, the following students received
scholarships: Christina Aicklen (Dun-
woody, Ga.), Margot Aicklen (Dunwoody,
Ga.), William Anagnos (Lake Forest, IIL.),
Pantelis Antoniou (Syracuse, N.Y.), Melpo-
meni Arianas (Wood Dale, I1l.), Timothy
Cremeens (Dudley, Mass.), Heba Fino
(Hoover, Ala.), Gabriella Gallo (Brecksville,
Ohio), Jonathan Heyward (Charleston,
S.C.), Apostol Hoda (Wethersfield, Conn.),
Nicholas Kambouroglos (Lancaster, Pa.),
Helena Kiritsy (Boylston, Mass.), Sotiri Mi-
chalatos (Elmsford, N.Y.), Angeliki Michelis
(Riverwoods, 1ll.), Stephanie Orfanakos
(Caldwell, N.J.), Jessica Saba (Granada Hills,
Calif.), and Eugenia Skapetsos (Edgewater
Park, NJ.).

Finally, awards were also granted from
the “Paleologos Graduate Scholarship
Fund” that was established in 2007. This
fund assists students enrolled in graduate
studies leading to advanced degrees in
academic fields other than theology. Like
the Malta Scholarship, this award is open
to students from all jurisdictions affiliated
with the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of North and Central America.

The recipients of the 2012-13 Pale-
ologos Graduate Scholarships from the
Archdiocese are: Krystal Batshoun (Garden
Grove, Calif.), Gillian Davies (Chelmsford,
Mass.), Sydney Freedman (Scottsdale, Ariz.),
John Gazetos (Bethel, Conn.), Christina Gu-
liadis (Fort Lee, N.J.), Eonna Harrison (Los
Angeles), Nicole Keane (Pelham, N.Y.), Mary
Ann Kontonicolas (Egg Harbor Township,
N.J.), ArgieLafakis (Hoover, Ala.), Angelo
Makris (Boston), Elitsa Nicolaou (Grand
Rapids, Mich.), and Marianne Orfanos
(Crown Point, Ind.). Joshua Falconer (Santa
Fe, N.M.), from the Antiochian Orthodox
Church and Stephan Millik (Youngstown,
Ohio) from the Carpatho-Russian Orthodox
Church were also awarded scholarships.

The scholarships will be available for
2013-14. Applications will be available by
the end of January on www.goarch.org or
by contacting 212.570.3500.
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Honoring the preeminent dean

Dimitris Panagos photo

Archbishop Demetrios and Metropolitan Methodios of Boston, along with other clergy, held a me-

morial service on Nov. 18 to honor the service of Archbishop lakovos of blessed memory as dean of

Annunciation Cathedral on the 70th anniversary of his installation. (Story on page 10)

St. Michael’s event

Dimitris Panagos photo

At the recent St. Michael’s Home Name Day Gala, Archbishop Demetrios and Bishop Andonios of
Phasiane, the director, present the Archangel Michael Award to Argyris Vassiliou, who for more than
10 years served as a trustee and treasurer of the Home.

Christos and Georgia Trakatellis
Fellowship Applications Available

The Chancellor’s Office of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America has an-
nounced that applications are now available
to apply for a Fellowship from The Christos
and Georgia Trakatellis Fellowship Fund
for studies for the academic year 2013-14.

This fund was established in 2011 by
Archbishop Demetrios and his brother,
Professor Antonios Trakatellis, in memory
of their parents, Christos and Georgia.

The fund offers Fellowships to gradu-
ates of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology who are planning to continue
their studies in the Greek language, Hel-
lenic culture and liturgical practice. This
study could be part of an established Doc-
toral or Masters level program, or part of a
free program. It should be well structured
and clearly defined in view of the above
stated purpose of the fund. These studies
could take place here, in Greece or at the
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople.

Candidates for Fellowships shall be
chosen based on merit and need. The
amount of the Fellowship is $3,000 per
semester for up to two semesters. One or
more full, or partial, Fellowships will be
awarded annually.

Instructions and applications are avail-
able on the website of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America (www.goarch.org),

or, candidates can contact the Chancellor’s
Office (by email at: scholarships@goarch.
org or by calling (212) 774-0513) and
request an application. The application
needs to be completed in full and together
with all the necessary documentation, sent
to the Chancellor’s Office by the April 26,
2013 deadline.

Application does not automatically
guarantee an award. Each application will
be considered individually in conjunction
with the supporting documentation pro-
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you this day in the city of David, a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:10-11).

We also have received this revela-
tion through the message of the Gospel,
through our experience of the presence
of Christ in our midst. On this glorious
feast our hearts are filled with ineffable joy.

This great joy we share in celebrating
the Nativity of our Lord also strengthens
our faith in the promises of God. The
witness of the Incarnation is that God is
faithful and true. The fulfillment of His
promises of redemption were affirmed
by Zacharias, the father of Saint John the
Baptist, when he proclaimed, “For God
has visited and redeemed His people...
as He spoke by the mouth of His holy
Prophets (Luke 1:68, 70).

In his Gospel, Saint Matthew wrote,
So all this was done that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the Prophet, saying: “Behold, the
virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel”
(Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 7:14).

And in the hymns of this Nativity
season we sing, “The revelation of Christ
is now made manifest: the preachings of
the Prophets have received their fulfill-
ment. The holy sayings of the Prophets
have been fulfilled in the city of Bethlehem
within a cave” (Vespers and Matins of the
Forefeast). On this day all that had been
promised by God, all that had been fore-
told for our salvation, was fulfilled in the
birth of Christ.

The joy and assurance that we have
in our communion with God on this holy
feast engenders within our hearts an en-
during hope. Our joy in the fulfillment of
His divine plan for our salvation and our
assurance through our faith in the truth
of the Gospel, gives us a firm hope in His
promises of eternal life, for the complete
restoration of our fellowship with Him,
and for the fulfillment of all things. This is
a feast of hope because through it we see
all that has been accomplished, and we are
given a glimpse of what is to come. This
Feast of the Nativity of our Lord affirms for
each one of us that we can have hope and
joy in any of the circumstances and condi-
tions of life—hope in the transformation
of our lives through faith and hope in the
power of God’s love.

On this blessed and holy feast, I offer
to each of you my best wishes for a joyful
season of worship and fellowship.

May your hearts be filled with assur-
ance, joy and hope, and may the peace
and mercy of our Lord be with you in the
new year.

With paternal love in Christ,
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vided by each candidate. # Archbishop DEMETRIOS of America
-
Assignments presbyter, bestowed by Metropolitan

Fr. John Bociu — St. Barbara Church,

Sarasota, Fla. 11/01/12

Fr. Matthew Carter — Annunciation

Church, Pensacola, Fla. 11/01/12

Fr. Soterios Rousakis — St. Stefanos

Church, St. Petersburg, Fla. 11/01/12

Fr. James Berends — Annunciation

Church, Memphis, Tenn. 12/01/12
Offikia

Fr. Anastasios Raptis — Office of Proto-

Isaiah of Denver 10/14/12

Fr. Thomas J. Zaferes — Office of Proto-
presbyter, bestowed by Metropolitan
Gerasimos of San Francisco 10/28/12
Fr. Vasilios Tragus — Office of Confessor,
bestowed by Metropolitan Gerasimos of
San Francisco 11/04/12

Clergy Deaths
Fr. John Liadis 11/09/12
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SUPERSTORM SANDY FOLLOW-UP

Philoptochos Emergency Fund Provides Relief

The National Philoptochos has offered
$15,000 each from its Emergency Fund for
immediate assistance to the Direct Archdi-
ocesan District and the Metropolis of New
Jersey to address the temporary housing
expenses and the purchasing of necessary
major appliances for the Orthodox families
victimized by the hurricane.

District President Maria Skiadas and
Metropolis President Anastasia Michals have
mobilized on the ground programs of vol-
unteerism and support for those individuals
and families in their respective areas.

National Philoptochos established a
Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund to assistance
for the victims. National President Aphro-
dite Skeadas asks all Philoptochos members
and stewards to make every effort to send
donations big or small to the National
Philoptochos Society, 7 West 55" St., New
York, NY 10019. Checks should be marked
for the Hurricane Relief Fund. Donations
also can be offered online at www.philop-
tochos.org.

The organization also has established
steps on how to help those in need of relief
whether they live in New York, New Jersey
or other parts of the country.

Information is available on New York
and New Jersey area churches set up as drop
off/distribution centers with a list of needed
items included.

Many volunteer opportunities are
noted and resources with contact informa-
tion for individuals, families and businesses
affected by the storm. Visit www.philopto-
chos.org for details.

Metropolis Philoptochos,
Local Chapters Offer Support

In addition to the immediate issuance
of $15,000 each for the Direct Archdiocesan
District and the New Jersey Metropolis sent
from the National Emergency Fund, the
Direct Archdiocesan District Philoptochos
President Maria Skiadas and New Jersey
Metropolis Philoptochos President Anasta-
sia Michals responded immediately to the
destruction and human suffering by assist-
ing to mobilize volunteers and designate
drop-off locations in their areas.

New York parishes that have all either
distributed supplies or been established as
drop off locations are: St. Nicholas, New-
burgh; Holy Cross, Whitestone; Zoodohos

Storm fund-raiser

Koraes Elementary School, affiliated with Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in Palos Hills, Ill.,
sponsored “Crazy Tie Day” on Nov. 16 to raise funds for the Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund. Students
throughout the school donated $2 to wear a crazy tie to school. The student council collected
$460 for the IOCC (International Orthodox Christians Charities) to aid the storm victims.

Peghe, Bronx; St. Spyridon and Holy Trinity,
New York; Kimissis Tis Theotokou and Sts.
Constantine and Helen, Brooklyn; St. Nich-
olas, West Babylon; St. Paul, Hempstead,
Archangel Michael, Port Washington and
St. Nicholas Flushing. Archangels, Stamford
and St. Barbara, Orange Conn. have also
delivered supplies.

The following examples represent the
good works of all the parishes of the New
Jersey Metropolis (see list of parishes at
www.philoptochos.org) that rallied support
in this hour of crisis: St. Demetrios, North
Wildwood, N.J. led by Philoptochos and
the community delivered to four commu-
nity shelters in Hoboken three 18-wheeler
trucks with 1,500 cartons filled with relief
and emergency supplies collected from
throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania
churches.

A 53-foot tractor trailer filled to the
brim with more than 450 boxes of cleaning

supplies, winter coats, blankets, and more
was delivered to St. George, Asbury Park
from the Martin Agency in Richmond Va.,
with help from local churches, including
the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen, civic and social groups,
families and friends.

The Cathedral of St. John the Theolo-
gian in Tenafly, Philoptochos and AHEPA
joined together with all the church min-
istries to serve as a drop site for much
needed relief to the New Jersey counties.
St. Barbara of Toms River serves as a haven
for those in Ocean County who suffered the
effects of the storm while at the same time
distributing relief supplies throughout the
communities.

The parish held a Thanksgiving feast
for the affected community and is hosting
a school program. Visit www.philoptochos.
org to learn more about the good works
and how to help.

Storm Recovery Efforts Continue

One Greek Orthodox
Fatality Reported

The Nov. 25 issue of the Long Island
daily Newsday reported that 13 fatalities re-
sulted from the storm, including the death
of Nicholas Lourikas, 66, of Centereach,
N.Y., who was killed when a tree he was
cutting down on Oct. 30 shifted, and fell
pinning him underneath.

He was taken to a nearby medical cen-
ter and pronounced dead, the newspaper
said. The article noted he had been a profes-
sional soccer player in Greece and worked
as a handyman for Greek diners in the area.

He was a member of Assumption
Church in Port Jefferson prior to 2006 and
is survived by a son.

Funeral services took place at Holy
Trinity Church in Hicksville on Nov. 16.

Ocean Township, N.J.

In the week following the storm, St.
George Church in Ocean Township, N.J.
(once power was restored) opened its
doors to the greater Ocean Township com-
munity by serving lunch and dinner to those

who needed warmth and a place to stay
during the day while their power was out.
The Philoptochos chapter coordinated the
collection of hundreds of basic items to be
distributed by those affected by the storm.

The church s still accepting donations
and distributing to those in need.

A tractor—trailer with a large delivery
of supplies arrived from Richmond, Va., to
the former church building in Asbury Park.
Parishioners helped unload boxes into the
gym, where the supplies were stored and
distributed to local residents.

Staten Island

Holy Trinity—St. Nicholas Church con-
tinues to collect food, new toys, cleaning
supplies, baby items and toiletries and also
accepts gift cards for distribution to any
residents of the hard-hit area.

The church was without power for two
days, but had no physical damage.

Long Island

At Kimisis tis Theotokou Church in
Island Park, which sustained extensive
damage, the entire kitchen and hall will be

replaced, but Sunday services have been
taking place.

Electricity and heating were recently
restored.

The parish continues to accept dona-
tions to help local residents who lost their
possessions in the storm.

At St. Paraskevi Church in Greenlawn,

Goyans of St. Nicholas Church in Flushing, NY, with assistantriestFr. Theofanis Papantonis, distribute
items collected for the storm victims.

Leadership 100
Gives $100,000
for Storm Relief

Chairman of Leadership
100 Charles H. Cotros has an-
nounced that the Executive Com-
mittee of Leadership 100, at an
extraordinary teleconference call
Nov.19, unanimously voted to
grant $100,000 immediately to
the Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund,
established by the Archdiocese in
the wake of the devastating storm
that hit hardest in most Northeast-
ern states, especially New York
and New Jersey, as well as in the
Middle Atlantic and Midwest.

Archbishop Demetrios desig-
nated Bishop Andonios, chancel-
lor of the Archdiocese and director
of Philanthropy, to coordinate all
relief efforts with the International
Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC) and other agencies, as well
as with the clergy in the affected
areas. He will also monitor the
distribution of funds.

The Archbishop visited the
Holy Trinity/St. Nicholas Church
in Staten Island, N.Y. on Nov..4,
which was hard hit by the storm.
He presided over the Divine
Liturgy and offered a Trisagion
prayer service for the repose of
the souls of those who lost their
lives. He also led the congregation
in prayer for strength and comfort
from God for all the people who
lost their homes, their businesses
and property and are suffering in
the aftermath.

Cotros said: “We have been
witnesses to yet another great na-
tional tragedy, but we are comfort-
ed by the response of Archbishop
Demetrios and the designation
of Bishop Andonios. Just as with
Hurricane Katrina, for which we
provided $100,000 and the Sep-
tember 11 Relief Fund, for which
we raised more than $500,000,
Leadership 100 always stands
ready to support humanitarian
efforts during national crises.”

though it had no damage from the storm,
collected enough supplies, including food,
clothing, toiletries and other items, to fill a
large truck to aid victims in areas directly
affected.




Rohlf's Byzantine Stained Glass Art

Serving the Orthodox Church for over 80 years
in Achievements of Ecclesiastical Excellence and Beauty

FOR MORE INFORMATION & LITERATURE CALL OUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER

800-969-4106

Rohlf's Stained & Leaded Glass Studio
783 South Third Ave., Mount Vernon, NY 10550
e-mail - rohlf1@aol.com  web page - www.rohlfstudio.com
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Gourmet the Natural Way
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GREEK FOODS

The Fillo Factory is proud to partner with Nick Tsiros and Yiayia’s
to offer Old World Treats and Greek products produced with Yiayia’s family recipes.
We use only the finest ingredients and everything is handmade like Yiayia used to make it.
We offer great discount to Church Festivals and large Community functions.
Mention this ad for special discounts. For information regarding
spanakopita*tyropita*baklava*Melomacarona*Kourabiethes*kataifi*fillo*

Call 800.653.4556

The Fillo Factory GG & T Corporation
PO Box 155, Dumont, NJ 07628 Yiayia’s Greek Foods
www.fillofactory.com www.yiayiafoods.com

e-mail: denise@fillofactory.com e-mail: ggtcorp@aol.com
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Archbishop Demetrios prepares to place the crown upon newly ordained Bishop Gregory.

Archbishop Consecrates, Enthrones Bishop
Gregory at Carpatho-Russian Diocese

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Bishop Gregory
of Nyssa, formerly Fr.Grigorios (Tatsis),
the Ierokyrix (itinerant preacher) of the
Metropolis of Atlanta, was consecrated and
enthroned Nov. 27, as the fourth ruling
hierarch of the American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Diocese, at the Christ the Saviour
Cathedral with more than 500 clergy and
faithful in attendance.

Archbishop Demetrios, who served as
Locum Tenens of the Diocese, since the
falling asleep in the Lord of Metropolitan
Nicholas of Amissos in March 2011, pre-
sided.

Assisting were Metropolitan Alexios
of Atlanta, who in previous years had or-
dained Bishop Gregory to the diaconate
and the priesthood, Metropolitan Savas of
Pittsburgh, and Metropolitan Antony and
Bishop Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA. Bishops of other Chris-
tian Churches present included: Bishop
Joseph Bartchak of the Altoona-Johnstown
Roman Catholic Diocese; Bishop-Emeritus
Joseph Adamec of the Altoona-Johnstown
Roman Catholic Diocese; Bishop Gregory
Pile of the Lutheran Church, Allegheny
Synod; Metropolitan Archbishop William
Skurla of the Byzantine Catholic Archepa-
rchy of Pittsburgh; and Bishop-Emeritus
Basil Losten of the Ukrainian Byzantine
Catholic Diocese of Stamford.

The chorus of AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS!
(He is worthy!) thundered throughout the
Church time and time again during the
Hierarchical Liturgy, as Bishop Gregory was
vested and enthroned. The joy of the day
was complete when His Grace ascended
the Episcopal Throne and delivered his
enthronement address.

The festivities continued with an
afternoon celebratory banquet at the Pas-
querella Community Center in downtown

- -

Johnstown. (more information and photos
visit: www.acrod.org)

Biography

Bishop Gregory was nominated as suc-
cessor to Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos
by a Special Assembly of Diocesan Priests of
the Carpatho-Russian Diocese on Saturday
July 14, 2012. On Aug. 30, the Holy and
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate of Constantinople canonically elected
Bishop Gregory as Titular Bishop of Nyssa
and ruling Diocesan Hierarch of the Ameri-
can Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of
the U.S.A. Then the bishop-elect traveled to
Constantinople for the Mega Minima service
to officially accept the call of the Church.

Bishop Gregory was born in Charlotte,
N.C. Dec. 7, 1958, with the baptismal name
of George, the first of two children of Peter
and Antonia Tatsis.

He is a graduate of the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill earning a BA
degree in Biology (1981) and the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Charlotte earning
an MS degree in biology (1989). Working
for more than 20 years in the field of car-
diovascular research at Carolinas Medical
Center in Charlotte he authored or co-
authored over 100 articles, abstracts, and
book chapters.

Atrue son of the Church, from his early
youth he served his home parish of Holy
Trinity Cathedral in Charlotte in various
capacities, including altar server, Sunday
School teacher for 13 years and in leader-
ship positions that included parish council
president.

He was also a founding member of St.
Nektarios Church in Charlotte, where he
served on the parish organizing committee,

[> to page 12

Bishop Grego

ry and Archbishop Demetrios with (from left) Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh,

Metropolitan Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the
USA, Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta and Bishop Daniel (Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA).
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THE VOICE OF PHILOPTOCHOS

National President’s
Christmas President

Beloved National Board, Chapter Presidents
and Stewards of the Greek Orthodox Ladies
Philoptochos Society, Today, the Virgin
bears Him who is transcendent, and the
earth presents the cave to Him who is be-
yond reach. Angels, along with shepherds
glority Him. The Magi make their way to
Him by a star. For a new child has been born
for us, the God before all ages. (Kontakion
in the Third Tone)

On behalf of the Greek Orthodox La-
dies Philoptochos Society, I extend joyful
greetings to you and your loved ones dur-
ing this Christmas celebration of gladness.

With hearts that lovingly beat for all
others, the Philoptochos women express
in this Holy Season thankfulness for bless-
ings as we venerate the birth of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. We are not just members of an
organization; we are one sisterhood, one
family united in a very precious way.

The narrative of the Birth of Christ from
the sacred scriptures reminds us that the
Lord was born in a cave. The Lord was born
in a place that was cold, damp and dark, fit
only for the animals. It was in this austere,
bleak and lonely place that the Savior of the
World chose to be born.

As you are aware, New York, New Jer-
sey and other states were terribly impacted
by the wrath of Hurricane Sandy. A storm
that people could barely imagine ravaged
the entire eastern seaboard and left a path of
destruction that went far inland assaulting
everyone and everything in its way. Because
of the storm, millions lost electricity and
heat for weeks. Others lost everything they
possessed. Within minutes, so many went
from living in warm, cozy and safe homes,
to the harsh reality of living in cold, damp
and darkness. This same cold and darkness
greeted Christ when He was born.

Witnessing in person the severe hard-
ships, and not through the lens of a camera,
brings the suffering to a brutal realism that
makes one pause to truly feel the depth of
loss and sadness.

I believe in my heart that the Lord
chose to be born and come into the world
the way He did, in order to give hope to all
those who suffer and face similar adversi-
ties. By looking at Christ who shivers in
the coldness of the night, we know that
God is with us, understands us and gives
us strength. The glory of the birth of Christ
does not come from the gold, frankincense
and myrrh, but rather from its intimacy,
tenderness and simplicity.

As Philoptochos stewards, you have
authority to take this message and with
sensitivity, respect and agape, warm all
those with whom you come into contact.
You give understanding and compassion to
a world that trembles and you offer hope
through your gifts of love, mercy and char-
ity. As your friend and sister in Christ, I ask
that this Christmas we take special note of
the gifts with which the Lord has blessed
us, and in thanksgiving offer comfort, take
action and perform good deeds for those
in need living near and far. In this way, His
birth is honored. It is a singular blessing
that we are stewards of the Greek Orthodox
Ladies Philoptochos Society, thankful to our
Lord for His grace that pours forth upon the
world from the humble cave of the Nativity.
Itis my prayer that your hearts are filled with
love for your brothers and sisters in need
and that you experience the wonder and
beauty of Christmas throughout the New
Year.

With admiration
in the Newborn King,
Aphrodite Skeadas

Participants in the Nov. 27 contract closing at the offices of the Newman-Ferrara law firm. Bishop Sevastianos and Aphrodite Skeadas hold the keys to
the building presented to them by Hans Muellers, the building owner and seller (standing, far left).
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Closing Contract Signed
for Permanent Headquarters

In 2009 the Philoptochos Society embarked on a dream and a quest
to acquire a permanent home to be the command center for the ministries
of the ladies’ national organization. That dream was realized and the quest
successfully concluded on Nov. 27 with the signing of the closing contract
documents to purchase a permanent home.

Several members of the National Philoptochos Executive Board met at
the Newman-Ferrara law firm and along with Wells Fargo representatives
and the seller to finalize the purchase of the 4,200-square-foot, five-story
brownstone so that they may complete the process that began on Sept.
13 with the signing of a the contract to purchase the building.

The new headquarters is modest and functional and is located at 126
E. 37" Street, in the historic Murray Hill neighborhood of Manhattan be-
tween Park and Lexington avenues that is home to many diplomats and
employees of the United Nations, which is located about five blocks away.
It is also is within walking distance of Grand Central Station, and to hotels
and the subway station.

The Murray Hill area also is home to several non-profit organizations,
universities, medical centers and libraries.

National President Aphrodite Skeadas expressed her appreciation to
the more than 27,000 members of Philoptochos throughout the Archdio-
cese for their support in making the purchase of the building possible
and that the headquarters will serve “to expand and fulfill the mission of
Philoptochos.” She continued by saying, “We’re not doing this for ourselves,
we have the responsibility for our as the philanthropic arm of the Church.”
“The grassroots support we received showed the trust and the love of the
mission of Philoptochos. We’'ve demonstrated we are responsible,” the
national president continued, “we thank each and everyone who supported
this effort with their gift, large or small and we are grateful for that.”

Mrs. Skeadas said most of the money for the purchase of the building
has been raised and she anticipates the remaining mortgage would be
paid in very shortly. The Philoptochos offices will move to the building in
June, when the current lease with the Presbyterian Church rental property
will end.

The new Philoptochos national headquarters building at 126
l> topage 12 £ 37 Street, as it appeared in late September.

Denver Metropolis
= '_ - 7 Presents Grant

Metropolis of Denver Philoptochos
President Marian Catechis was joined by na-
tional board members to present a $5,000
check from the National Philoptochos
Autism Assistance Fund to Barbara Boyett,
CEO of the Avondale House in Houston.

Avondale House provides services to
children and families affected by autism and
pervasive developmental disabilities and the
grant will support students in a therapeutic
horseback riding program which promotes

[> to page 29

Denver Metropolis Grant presentation partici-
pants (from left) Cindy Demeris, Marian Catechis,
Barbara Boyett, and Martha Stefanidakis.
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HCHC NEWS

Members of the Interparliamentary Assembly with Archbishop Demetrios.

HCHC Hosts Interparliamentary
Assembly on Orthodoxy

BROOKLINE, Mass. — The Interpar-
liamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy (IAO)
held a colloquium titled “Civil Society
and Orthodoxy” on Nov. 16-17 on the
campus of Hellenic College Holy Cross.
Various levels of political leaders includ-
ing senators, members of parliament, and
local and regional authorities participated
in the conference and addressed major
themes to the witness of Orthodoxy in the
modern world. Representatives of the Or-
thodox and ancient Near Eastern churches,
theological schools, and other scholars also
participated in the conference.

The Interparliamentary Assembly on
Orthodoxy is based in the Hellenic Parlia-
ment.

It has members from inside afore-
mentioned parliament, as well as teams of

Orthodox members of parliament and an-
cient Eastern churches from 26 parliaments
around the world (www.eiao.org). Those
participating in the conference included:
the president of the General Assembly of
the TAO, Russian Member of Parliament
(MP) Sergei Popov, The Greek Secretary
General MP Anastasios Nerantzis, and MPs,
members of the International Secretariat
of the IAO from Cyprus, Serbia, Sudan,
Ukraine, Belarus and Armenia.

The Interparliamentary Commission
aspires to forge closer ties with the rep-
resentatives of the Orthodox and ancient
Eastern Churches, as well as with govern-
ment officials in the United States. The IAO
particularly addresses Orthodox members
of government and invites them to take an
active role in its activities.

GETTING ALL THE DIRT SINCE 1949
|

Oriental carpet & area rugs

Ceramic tile & grout cleaning
Headboards & bed frames
Fabric walls

Upholstery & fine fabrics
Drapery & shades

Marble & stone cleaning Leather furniture

Serving the Tri-State Area

212.777.4040 fabracleen.com fabracleenstoneandtilecare.com

75" Anniversary Album
Deadline Extended

BROOKLINE, Mass. — Due in large part
to the dedicated leadership of Ms. Helen A.
Carlos, a member of the Hellenic College
Holy Cross Executive Board and Chairper-
son of the 75" Anniversary Celebration,
the Hellenic College Holy Cross 75" Anni-
versary commemorative Album is meeting
with resounding success. To date, hundreds
of individuals, parishes and Philoptochos
chapters from throughout the Archdiocese
have submitted generous sponsorship gifts,
along with their encouraging messages of
support, magnificent photographs, and
moving memorial tributes, which will be
featured in the album along with a history
of Hellenic College Holy Cross.

At the same time, many more people
and parishes have asked for more time to
submit their sponsorships and tributes and
to sign up to receive their very own copy of
the album.

For these reasons, the 75" Anniversary
Album Committee has extended the dead-
line for sponsorship submissions, tributes
and artwork/photographs until March 1,
2013. The album will now be able to include
more photographs of 75" events taking
place throughout the country, document-
ing this important milestone.

The album is intended to generate
greater awareness and financial support of
Hellenic College Holy Cross across America.
For a gift of $75, a donor will receive their
very own copy of this beautiful album and
through it, can gain a greater appreciation
of both the history and the importance of
our one and only Greek Orthodox college,
graduate school of theology, and seminary.

A large part of the support has come

from the National Philoptochos and local
Philoptochos chapters that asked mem-
bers and fellow parishioners to support
the album.

Anyone who would like to help spon-
sor the HCHC 75" Anniversary Album
and/or submit a memorial tribute, can
visit the following web address www.hchc.
edu/75years/commemorative_album.html
or call/email John Papson at 617-850-1377
jpapson@hchc.edu or Stephanie Skedros
at 617-850-1268 sskedros@hchc.edu. Also,
to view the beautiful 15-minute 75" Anni-
versary Video, visit enter the following web
address: www.hchc.edu/holycross/about/
video.html

WTC SERVICE

[> from page 2

Greenwich streets, where St. Nicholas will
be resurrected as an Orthodox witness of
faith and a prominent and permanent part
of the new World Trade Center.

Archbishop Demetrios prayed for the
repose of the souls of those who perished
that tragic day in 2001 and asked for the
intercessions of Saint Nicholas to God for
continued strength and guidance as the
Church in America takes on the task of
rebuilding the historic church. His Emi-
nence spoke of the long road of faith and
persistence through the years that led to
the agreement to secure the new plot and
rebuild. He also outlined the high visibility
the Church will have in a site where tens
of thousands of people will be visiting the
area every day.
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CHURCH HISTORY

Fr. Demetrios Rangos (1853-1923)
ministered to Churches in the early 1900s

I by William H. Samonides, Ph.D

Fr. Demetrios Rangos was 56 years
old when he arrived in New York on
August 25, 1909. Although he had come
to the priesthood relatively late in his
life, he was a veteran priest with the
ecclesiastical rank of Economos and
20 years experience serving as a parish
priest and administrator in his native
Arta and elsewhere in Epirus.

Fr. Rangos would serve the Ameri-
can church for the remaining 14 years of
his life. His correspondence preserved
in the Archdiocese Archives provides in-
sights into his career. He brought to the
many parishes he served an important
ingredient: the authority and stability
of a seasoned priest. As his obituary
stated: “He was pastor of these different
churches for short periods, until he was
satisfied they were on their feet.”

Fr. Rangos was one of approximate-
ly 50 ordained Greek Orthodox priests
who arrived in North America during
the first decade of the 20th century. His
services were desperately needed. Im-
migration from Greece and Turkey was
surging: nearly 330,000 arrived from
1900-1910, up from less than 40,000
the previous decade. The number of
new parishes reflected these higher
numbers, increasing ten-fold from
1900-1910. The early Greek Orthodox
Church in America was an immigrant
church attracting few converts from the
non-Greek population. In contrast to
the church today, which is a more di-
verse church with urban, suburban, and
exurban parishes attracting a growing
number of converts, the early church in
America was primarily an urban church.
Although most Greek immigrants were
from rural areas, they settled in ports
and industrial cities in the northeast
where America’s population -- and
jobs -- were concentrated. This was
where most of the early parishes were
established. By 1910, all the 20 largest
metropolitan areas in the United States
except Cleveland boasted Greek Ortho-
dox parishes.

While almost all of America’s largest
cities had Greek Orthodox parishes, not
all the early parishes were established
in big cities. Parishes also emerged in
communities where mining and rail-
road jobs attracted immigrants, such
as McGill, Nev., Pocatello, Idaho; and
Pueblo, Colo.

In 1909, Father Rangos became
the fourth priest to serve the small-
community parish of St. Spyridon in
Sheboygan, Wis. The bustling tanneries
and flour and saw mills of Sheboygan
were in need of immigrant labor. Cheap
rail fares induced immigrants to leave
coastal cities and settle inland. As early
as 1846, Wisconsin made itself more
attractive to immigrants by granting
voting rights after only one year of
residence. Although somewhat remote,
St. Spyridon had much to offer the new
arrival to America. Religious services
were held there as early as 1902, and
their first resident priest arrived in
1905. While most parishes had rented
or purchased spaces, the Sheboygan
community had already built its own
church by 1906, one that — remarkably
— is still in use. Fr. Rangos remained

there over two years, and the parish is
said to have “prospered in every way
under his guidance.”

In 1911, he was assigned to An-
nunciation in Kansas City, Mo. Both
of his early assignments were made by
the Holy Synod in Athens, Greece. This
reflected a major change in jurisdic-
tion of the Greek Orthodox parishes in
America, which took place on March 8,
1908. In response to the uncertainty of
Ottoman and international politics, Pa-
triarch Ioakim III (Patriarch 1878-1884,
1901-1912) issued a tome transferring
jurisdiction of parishes in the Western
Hemisphere from the Patriarchate in
Constantinople to the Holy Synod of
Greece. Thus when the Head of the
Holy Synod, Metropolitan Meletios
Metaxakis (1871-1935) arrived in New
York on Aug. 22, 1918, Fr. Rangos con-
tacted him by telegram. Three weeks
later, he submitted a resume detailing
his credentials.

The following year, while in Kan-
sas City, Fr. Rangos applied to the U.S.
Railroad Administration for a Clergy
Certificate, which would allow him to
travel at half-price fare. He would need
it. After Kansas City he would serve nine
parishes across the country: Annuncia-
tion in Cleveland; Sts. Constantine and
Helen in South Chicago; Assumption
in Chicago Heights; Annunciation in
Milwaukee; Assumption in Racine, Wis.;
Sts. Constantine and Helen in Gary,
Ind.; Assumption in Pocatello, Idaho;
Holy Trinity in Canton, Ohio; and St.
Demetrios in Warren, Ohio.

The assignments were brief. This
was not uncommon before the estab-
lishment of the Archdiocese in 1922,
when in spite of the formal authority
of the Holy Synod in Athens, priests
were often hired and dismissed by uni-
lateral decisions of parish councils. By
September 1923, Fr. Rangos was serving
again at St. Spyridon in Sheboygan. He
was, however, approaching 70. After
serving two years, poor health forced
his resignation. He sought treatment
from doctors and hospitals throughout
the region, including the Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, Minn. On November 23,
1923, shortly after his arrival in Roches-
ter, he was walking down a street, col-
lapsed from a stroke, and passed away.

Presiding at the funeral at St. Spyri-
don was his successor Fr. Dorotheos
Papacostas (1877-1949), who had ar-
rived in America only two months ear-
lier. Fr. Rangos is buried at Wildwood
Cemetery.

According to his obituary in the
Sheboygan Press, “During the many
years that he was in Sheboygan, Rever-
end Rangos was a picturesque charac-
ter. He was known by many residents
of this city by the flowing beard and the
high silk hat that he wore.” Sheboygan,
his first home in America, is his final
resting place.

The author thanks Fr. Peter N. Pa-
pademetriou of St. Spyridon and Nikie
Calles, director of Archdiocese Archives,
for their assistance in the preparation of
this article. He invites readers to share
their thoughts and learn more about
Father Rangos by contacting him at
htgochhistorian@aol.com
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Region 8: Chris Mellas




10

=
—

E 'I'r""'

To Our ,Customers Supgprters,

Friendgfé‘f\d Co—workers;
‘We W|sh You

a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

E/leni

TOURS, INC.
WORLD WIDE TRAVEL

20% E OENETE

POHNA e i ]
“““l\:,(‘.‘s ‘rom New Yor
B EIZITHPIA RESTRICTIONS DO APPLY  SPAGE IS LINITED o CALL TODAY
LOWEST HOTEL & CAR FARES AVAILABLE

ENIKOINQONHEITE MAZI MAZ XTO INTEPNET
Contact: Eleni & Ari Poulos
WEB: www.eleni.com e E-mail: elenistours@yahoo.com

Edions avadauBavoupe NON STOP FLIGHT US AIR FROM

Ai1aBatnpia ka1 ZvpBonaloypa@ika
PHILA TO ATHENS

(IMMAnpe§ovoia, Metagppdosig,
IMotonomntkad, K.A.A.) AND CONTINUE TO THESSALONIKI

1-800-989-47 33| 5 Bayherry Drive, Broomall, PA 19008

Call Now and Begin Saving Money with Eleni Tours, Inc.

Ll Ir

-"._..

FARES BEGIN AT...

szgg PLUS
ONE WAY
480

ROUND TRII’

PLUS

610-355-7730  Fax: 610-355-0823

The Papers

N C O R P O R AT E D

Printers of ~

the Orthodox
Observer Newspaper

= Newspapers
= Magazines
= Full Color Circulars
= Newsletters
= Booklets/Catalogs
= Full Color Brochures
= Inkjet Mailing Service
= Saddle-Stitch
Bindery Operations

P.O. Box 188/206 South Main St., Milford, IN 46542
1-800-733-4111

wwuw.the-papers.com

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

DECEMBER 2012

METROPOLIS NEWS

Dimitris Panagos photo

Annunciation Cathedral’s current dean, Fr. Cleopas Strongylis, discusses his newly published 600-
page book on Rev. Coucouzes’ ministry, “A Testimony and a Legacy,”

Boston Cathedral Remembers
Archbishop lakovos’ Parish Ministry

BOSTON - Annunciation Cathedral
commemorated the 70" anniversary of
the assignment of Archimandrite James
A. Coucouzes (Archbishop Iakovos) as its
dean on Sunday, Nov. 18, with a memo-
rial service following the Divine Liturgy.

Archbishop Demetrios presided,
with Metropolitan Methodios of Boston
and the following clergy concelebrat-
ing: Archdeacon Pandeleimon Papado-
poulos, Frs. Theodore Barbas, George
Papademetriou, George Anastasiou and
Cleopas Strongylis, the cathedral dean.

“Archbishop Iakovos offered a tre-
mendous work to the Greek American
Community and on the Pan—-Orthodox
level as well. He performed a terrific
ministry during his twelve-year service
as dean of the Annunciation Cathedral,”
Archbishop Demetrios remarked during
his sermon at the Cathedral prior to the
memorial service.

“The Annunciation family chose this
day to honor the memory of its former
spiritual leader and dean, Rev. James
Coucouzes, who dedicated 12 years of
his prolific ministry (1942-54) to turn
the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Boston
into a model Greek Orthodox commu-
nity,” said Fr. Strongylis. “Today’s Divine
Liturgy and celebrations serve as a small
token of our profound admiration for
this historical figure and as an act of
commemoration and heartfelt gratitude
for our former spiritual leader.”

After church, the Cathedral hosted a
fellowship hour at the Cathedral lower
hall by the Philoptochos Ladies presi-
dent Carol Travayiakis and its members,
and then a luncheon and a book presen-
tation ceremony at its community center
in Brookline, Mass.

In his first official visit to the Boston
Cathedral since its centennial in 2003,
Archbishop Demetrios commended the
Cathedral family and Fr. Cleopas Stron-
gylis for their months of preparation
and hard work in preparing this event.
“I shall always remember this day, just
like I remember my first ever Divine
Liturgy at the Cathedral in the fall of
1965,” he noted.

Archbishop Demetrios compared
Archbishop Iakovos to an ocean, noting
that no matter what one chooses to say,
it would be hard to accurately describe a
man of his proportions. He also pointed
out that Archbishop Iakovos was as much
at ease conversing with the president of
the United States as he was with local
parishioners and that he typified what it

means to be “completely American and
totally Greek at the same time.” He also
referred to Rev. Coucouzes’ “unusual
combination” of sternness and tender-
ness. He hailed the day’s event as “a
celebration of the specific” — Archbishop
Iakovos’ service as a parish priest, while
he called the newly published 600-page
book written by Fr. Strongylis on Rev.
Coucouzes’ ministry “a testimony and a
legacy,” reminding the audience that the
greater the praise given to one’s history,
the greater the responsibility of posterity
to live up to this history and repeat it.

Many of the persons attending the
luncheon were members of the Cathe-
dral youth during Fr. Coucouzes’ min-
istry and relived many fond memories
from the old photos displayed on the
large screen and the recollections shared
by the speakers. During the luncheon,
Dr. Lewis Patsavos, professor of canon
law at Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy, who served as an altar boy during
Rev. Coucouzes’ time at the Cathedral
recalled the “awe” that he felt for his
former priest. “He was stern, but tender,
and he always challenged us to excel.”
Dr. Patsavos shared some anecdotes
from his experiences with Fr. Coucouzes
and stressed how important it was for
his parishioners to not disappoint their
spiritual leader. “Making him proud is
what inspired us to excel.”

In his address, Metropolitan Metho-
dios noted that “Archbishop Iakovos
never allowed himself to be average” and
thanked the visitors who came from far
distances to join the Cathedral for this
event. He also noted that Archbishop
Iakovos’ legacy is in good hands and that
his work is being continued by another
great prelate, his successor Archbishop
Demetrios.

Fr. Coucouzes officially assumed
duties as Dean of the Boston Cathedral
on Sept. 1, 1942, three—and—a—half years
after his arrival to the United States, at
the age of 31. By the mid—point of his
tenure in Boston, he helped build up the
Cathedral into one of the most dynamic
parish communities in America, as the
statistics illustrate: In 1951, Annuncia-
tion had 1,540 members, operated 10
Greek afternoon schools, had over 700
children enrolled in Sunday School,
featured 3 choirs under development, 4
boy and girl scout groups, 3 basketball
teams, 2 baseball teams, and 1 swimming

[> fo page 12
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REJOICING IN THE
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
AND IN GRATITUDE FOR THE MINISTRY OF
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW

& WWW.ARCHONS.ORG [s* (s

Icon of the Nativity from St. Sophia, Ss. Faith, Hope and Agape Greek Orthodox Church in Jeffersonville, Pennsylvania
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current events calendar.
Yanni Sianis at +1 630 245 8789, ysianis@calamos.
com or visit us at Calamos.com.
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Bishop Gregory Enthroned

[> from page 6

as Sunday school teacher for four years, as a
choir member and as its first parish council
president. After taking part in a mission
trip to Alaska sponsored by the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center, Bishop Gregory
felt the calling to pursue his life-long dream
of studying for the priesthood.

Leaving his secular job in early 2003, he
entered Holy Cross School of Theology in
Brookline, Mass. in the fall and graduated in
May 2006 with a Masters of Divinity degree.

Bishop Gregory was ordained a deacon
at St. Nektarios Church in Charlotte on Nov.
4, 2006 by Metropolitan Alexios. He was
tonsured a monk at Agia Lavra Monastery in
Kalavryta, Greece on Jan. 17, 2007, receiv-
ing the name Grigorios with St. Gregory
Palamas as his patron saint.

He was ordained a priest at Annuncia-
tion Cathedral in Atlanta on Jan. 28, 2007,
also by Metropolitan Alexios, and was

elevated to the rank of Archimandrite on
the same day. On Feb. 1, 2007, he was ap-
pointed as the lerokyrix (itinerant preacher)
of the Metropolis. On Sept. 14, 2007, he
received the offikion (rank) of Confessor
at the Archangel Michael Chapel in Atlanta.

Serving in his role as itinerant preacher
and confessor, Bishop Gregory traveled
extensively throughout the Metropolis of
Atlanta, where he led parish retreats, heard
confessions and provided spiritual direction
to countless numbers of clergy and faithful.
Recognizing his affinity for youth ministry
and his administrative skills, he was given
the responsibility of overseeing all youth
programs in the metropolis.

He also served as the parish priest of
Holy Trinity Church in Raleigh, N.C. from
Dec. 20, 2010 to May 31, 2011. He also was
dean of Holy Trinity Cathedral in New Or-
leans and as vicar of the Metropolis’ Western
Conference from Oct. 1, 2011, until Sept.
30, 2012.

Remembering Archbishop lakovos

[> from page 10

team. There were over 600 Philoptochos
members and 500 P.T.A. members.
Meanwhile, the Cathedral’s $5 member-
ship dues were the most affordable dues
in existence at the time.

In recognition of his successful
ministry, he was named vicar general of
the Third Diocesan District in 1954. Fr.
Coucouzes was elected Bishop of Melita
on Dec. 17, 1954 by the Ecumenical
Patriarchate and assigned as patriar-
chal delegate to the World Council of
Churches in Geneva. He returned to lead
the Church of America as Archbishop
Iakovos in 1959.

Event chairman Eve Condakes

shared her memories of Archbishop Ia-
kovos, looking back on the man that the
Cathedral faithful would affectionately
call “pater.”

Parish Council President Constan-
tine Kechris and the steering committee
members, Mr. and Mrs. James Kaselis
and Dr. Marica Arvanites thanked all
those who contributed to the success
of the event.

Cathedral Greek School student.
Ellie Karneadakis read one of Fr. Cou-
couzes’ favorite prayers, which he would
recite at the start of his weekly radio
program.

In addition to the Cathedral parish-
ioners, hundreds of guests attended
the event.

Closing Contract Signed
for Permanent Headquarters

[> from page 7

Anita Kartalopoulos, the Philoptochos
legal advisor, added that “People here
moved mountains to get where we are
today.

The charge of Archbishop Demetrios
and his vision has come to fruition. This
is where it brought us. Every single mem-
ber of Philoptochos and the presidents
of the Metropolises worked tirelessly and
diligently.”

The building’s owners, Hans and Ve-
ronica Muellers, described the condition
of the building as excellent, with steel
girders reinforcing the entire structure
and no damage was sustained during re-
cent Super storm Sandy. “We never had a
problem,” he said. “It has a clean record
and is extremely sound.”

The building, which dates from 1868
and was refurbished in the early 1990s,
received “the highest inspection rating
after two recent inspections,” Mrs. Skeadas
noted.

“We are just so pleased; added Mrs.
Kartalopoulos. “Nothing happened during
the storm and we did an inspection again
and it was pristine.”

Bishop Sevastianos of Zela, Philop-
tochos’ spiritual advisor, thanked the
Muellers and praised their consideration
of for their tenant, and their professional-
ism during negotiations. His Grace also
thanked the President of Philoptochos Mrs
Skeadas and

all those present and absent for their

tireless efforts in promoting the mission
of Philanthropy and for making possible
the permanent home of Philanthropy. He
Grace added that the services of Philopto-
chos will benefit people in need not only
nationally but internationally.

In addition to Bishop Sevastianos,
Mrs. Skeadas and Mrs. Kartalopoulos,
those present at the signing included: Ar-
lene Siavelis, first vice president (Chicago);
Maria Stavropoulos, second vice presi-
dent (Detroit); Elaine Cladis, secretary
(Denver); Joanne Kakoyiannis, treasurer,
Maria Skiadas, Direct Archdiocesan District
president; Anastasia Michals, Metropolis
of New Jersey president; Helen Lavorata,
director, Vivian Siempos, communications
manager; and Mona Lao, attorney.

SAVE THE DATE

2013 Children’s Medical
Fund Luncheon

The Metropolis of Pittsburgh Philop-
tochos will host the National Philop-
tochos 14" Children’s Medical Fund
Luncheon on Saturday, Oct. 12,
2013. The Fairmont Pittsburgh is the
venue for this important event that
raises funds for children’s hospitals,
research, education and therapeu-
tic children’s program. Mark your
calendars!
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Illinois Parish Honors Its Veterans With Special Celebration

PALOS HILLS, Ill. -- Sts. Constantine
and Helen Church honored its veterans
at its second annual Veterans Day Obser-
vance with a special service on Nov. 11.
Fr. Nicholas Jonas, pastor, together with a
committee of dedicated individuals under
the chairmanship of Angie Kladis, planned
the event to honor members of the parish
community who served the nation in all
branches of service.

On the day of the event, approxi-
mately 50 veterans accompanied by fam-
ily members were greeted in the Church
Narthex by committee members and were
presented with a red carnation and a
U.S.flag pin. They were then escorted by
the young ladies of the parish St. Tatiana’s
Handmaidens to designated seats of honor
within the sanctuary.

At the end of the Divine Liturgy, Fr.
Nick, along with Fr. Byron Papanikolaou
and Fr. Tom De Medeiros, led a procession
through the sanctuary with altar boys car-
rying the flags and processional items. The
veterans followed in solemn procession.
The veterans stood surrounding the solea.

Fr. Nick, Fr. Byron and Fr. Tom of-
fered a memorial service reading the
names of deceased family members of the
parish who were veterans, praying for the
repose of their souls and remembering
them for their service to America. Solemn
church bells tolled as each name was read.
This was followed by the artoclasia service
(Blessing of the five Loaves) offered for the
health and salvation of all the veterans.

After everyone was seated, the veter-
ans were then called by name to the front

of the Altar where they were presented
with an Icon prayer card of St. Victor the
Martyr, a Roman soldier, along with a ser-
viceman’s Bible offered by Metropolitan
Iakovos and the Metropolis of Chicago.

Katherine Katsivalis, a talented, young
soloist and member of the parish, enter-
tained the veterans and the entire congre-
gation with the singing of two patriotic
songs, as the congregation quietly sang
along reflecting on the sacrifices of these
brave men and women and remembering
those who perished.
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The congregation and veterans stood
together with tearful eyes and pride for
our country and for those who defended
and continue to defend freedom all over
the world.

Sts. Constantine and Helen parish
honored and thanked all veterans who
served the United States armed forces.
After the Divine Liturgy, the veterans were
treated to a beautiful patriotic reception
in the community’s East Room.

We were graced with a special treat, a
bagpipe performance by two members of

ol R
‘/f%(ﬂfryj
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the Chicago Stockyard Kilty Band.

The parish has pledged to continue
this celebration annually event. In the near
future the Veterans Day Committee with
the parish council will designate an area
in the community center where the names
of all parish veterans will be engraved on
a large plaque as a permanent tribute to
these special individuals.

For more information about this and
other parish events, call the church office
at 708-974-3400 or visit www.stconstan-
tinehelen.org
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Phili p A Hgs'f ides
George Behrakis
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Antho ny Thomo po wlos

S

Angelo Tsakopoulos

Limothy J. Maniatis,
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Arthur Dimopoulos,
Secretary
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Church Marks 90" Annlversary, Consecratlon of Icons
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ALBANY, N.Y. — St. Sophia Church
held a double celebration Nov. 24-25
weekend, observing its 90" anniversary
and the consecration of its iconography
by Archbishop Demetrios.

Nearly 500 faithful attended the
events, Fr. Patric Legato noted. Among
those in attendance was a retired Albanian
Orthodox priest, Fr. Dennis Nagi, a native
of Albany who was a college professor un-
til age 55 when he became a priest.

Since Archbishop Demetrios visit
eight years ago, when the church had only
four icons, the parish embarked on an ico-
nography project over the past three years
and 22 large icons were created depicting
the life and major events of Christ and the

Archbishop Demetrios anoints two of the icons at the church during the consecration service. Con-
struction of the new church building (below left) was completed in 1969.

Virgin Mary.

Fr. Legato said the addition of the new
icons “has made a big difference in the life
of the parish.”

The iconographer, Efthimios Stoja,
is an Albanian immigrant sponsored by
the parish for his citizenship application.
He is one of several Albanians who have
immigrated to the Albany area. Fr. Legato
said he was recently asked by so many
Albanians have settled in Albany and he
replied that, in Albanian, Albany translates
to “Albania.”

The iconographer also created a spe-
cial gift to present to Archbishop Deme-
trios, an icon depicting both St. Demetrios
and St. George on horseback.

WishingpYou

Reacer&¥ oy,
vhisg@hLisemas
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ETKYKAIOX
XpioTovyevva 2012

‘Ote §¢ AOev 16 mAjpwua 70D Y pévov,
éanéoteilev 0 Ocdg 1OV Yiov Avtod,
PEVOUEVOY €K YUVAIKOG.

(mpos Twhdrag 4:4)

IIpoc@ileic Adergoi

kai Aded@ég v Xplotd,

O €0ptacpog 1@V XpLoTovyEvvwy
EIVaL YEHATOG (€ XAPUOOTLVEG SLaKNpVEELS
TG EKMANPWOEWS TV VTTOOXECEWY TOD
YapkwBévtog Kvpiov yid AMtpwon kai
Katvi {wn): «Znuepov 1) MapBévog yevva
TOV DTEPAV® TIAVTOG BVTOGY. «ZNUEPOV
0 @eog Epxetau émi yig kai O &vBpwmog
avépyetal eig ovpavov». «Znuepov 6
dvapyog dpxetat kai 6 Adyog oapkovTay.

AvTtoi 0i AdyoL T@V Vuvwv TG €0pTig
T@v XploTovyévvwy éntBefatdvovy
10 péyebog TOV yeyovotwv Td Omoia
ekTUALXOnKav otrv BnOAeéu v fuépa
avtn. Kaliepyodv émiong puéoa otnv
Kapdid pag Ty xapd, TV PefatdotnTa kai
v éAmtida oy TpocPépovTal Ao TOV
“Eva 6 Onoiog capkwOnke.

‘H xapa tiig Eoptiig Tiig Tevvroewg
elvat yvwotr Kai fuovetat péoa amd v
amokdhvymn tod Oeiov oxediov Tod Oeod
Y& Ty cwtnpia tig &vBpwnotnTog. Avtr
1 BaBeid kai TARpng xapd exppdodnke
and v Hapbévo Mapia dtav ¢d6&ace
TOV ®eod yid v émhoyn TG va yivy 1)
pntépa tod Xprotod: MeyaAvvel 1} yoxn
pov tov Koprov, kai fyaAiacev t6 mvedud
pov émi T® Oed T® Zwthpt pov (Aovk.
1:16). Otav 6 dyyelog mapovotdoOnke
0TOVG TOLUEVEG AVAKOLVOVOVTAG THV
yévvnon tod Xpiotod, dteknpuée, Tdov
yap edayyelifopat dUIv Xxapav peydAnv
fitig éotan mavti @ Aad, 6Tt ETéxON Luiv
onuepov Zwtnp 66 €0ty Xplotog Koplog
év moAel Aavid (Aovk. 2:10-11)."Exovpe
AdPet, miong, adTr TV dokdAvyn péoa
ano 16 unvupa tod Evayyeliov, péoa
anmo TNV Eumelpla pag TG mapovoiag
Tob XploTod Avdapeod pog. X avtTr THvV
&vdokn £optn oi kapdiég pag yepiloov pé
aveimwTn xapd.

AVTH 1) peyahn xapd od potpalopeda
0TOV €0pTacpo tiig fevvioews Tod Kupiov
pag Suvapwvel Emiong Ty ot Hag oTig
DooXEoelg Tod @eod. H paptupia tig
Sapkoews etvat 6o Oedgeivau motdgKad
aAnOwvog. H ékmAnpwon t@v booxéoemv
Tov yLa Motpwon émPefaiwdnkay ano tov
Zaxapia, matépa 00 Ayiov Iwdvvov Tod
Bamntiotod, dtav gine: 6 Oedg Eneokéyato
Kai €moinoev Atpwotv @ Aad Avtod...
kaBwg ENdAnoey St 6TOHATOG TOV Ayiwy
am ai®vog poent@v Avtod (Aovk. 1:68,
70). 216 EvayyéAio tov, 6 Evayyehiotig
MartBaiog éypaye, Todto 8¢ GAov yéyovev
va mAnpwOi) o pnbév v1o Tod Kupiov
dta tod mpo@nTov Aéyovtog: ISov
[MapBévog év yaotpi £Eel kai té€etat
Yiov, kai kahéoovotv 16 Gvopa AdTOD
‘Eppavovn (Mat6. 1:22-23, Hodltov 7:14).

Kai otobvg Buvovg tfig Xplotovyev-
VIATIKNG TtEpLodov yarlovpe, «H dmo-
KaAvyn tod Xptotod égavepwbn, o
KIPUYHA TOV Ttpogntdv éEemAnpwdn év
noAel BnOAeéuw» (Eomepivog kai OpBpog
npo TG Eoptiig). Avth v nuépa, 6heg
0l bTOoXETELG TOD 0D OAEG 0L TTPOPTTELG

P Ze)ida 18
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Kwvotavtivodmohn. — Me ekkAnotaotikr
T4€n kal peyalomnpénela goptaletal onpepa
oto Pavdpt n pvnun Tov Anootolov Avdpéa
tov IlpwrtokAntov, Sputn ¢ ExxkAnoiag g
Kwvotavtivovmodewg. Iepapyeg, kAnptikoi
Kat povayoi and kdbe ywvid tov mAavitn,
Avtimpoowneia tng ExkAnoiag tng Poung,
eknpoowmnol OpBoddfwv ExxAnowwv, Kupep-
viioewv kat Amhwpdtes kabwg kat T Bog oty
£xouv oVppeLOEL 0TI AVAEG TIG MTpog ExkAnaiag
yia v @povikny Eoptr| Tov Owovpevikod
Hatprapxeiov.

METAAH XYMMETOXH

Yty mavnyvpikn Beia Aettovpyia mov
tehéotnke otov Iavoento Iatplapxikd Nao
Tov Ayiov Tewpyiov Tpoe&npxe 0 OkovUEVIKOG
Iatpiapxng BapBolopaiog kot ovppeteiyav ot
Mntpomoiteg IEpwv Xatkndovog ABavaotog,
[Epwv Aépkwv AnoaTtolog, Itahiag Tevvadiog,
20ung Xpvodotopos, Midntov Andatolog,

Ipowovvroov Iwong, Ilitopmovpyk ZapBag,
Kioodpov kat Zelivov Apgiloxtog, Kikkioiov
Eppavoun kat ZaxvvBov Aovootoc. Iapéotnoav
ovunpooevyopevol Iepdpyeg Tov Opodvov kat
aMwv OpBodoéwy EkkAnotwy.

Eniong mapevpéOnoav petafd dAwv, o
Ygurovpydg E€wtepikwv tng EANGSog Kwv-
otavtivog Towdpag, o Apxwv Méyag AoyoBétng
™G MtXE Oeodwpog AyyeAdmovlog, o Tevikog
IIpodEevog g EAAadog otnv Kwvotavtivodmoln
Nikohaog MatBiovddakng kat Apxovteg Tng
MtXE. Onwg éxet kabiepwbei otov eoptaouod
G Opovikrg Eoptrig mapiotatat Avtimpoowrneio
¢ ExkAnoiag g Popng vrd tov Kapdvého
Koy, Zvumpodedpo e Miktn¢ Emtpomnig ya tov
Sidoyo avapeoa oty PwpaiokaBolxn pe Ty
OpB68o&n ExxkAnoia.

OMIAIA MHTPOIIOAITOY
XONI'K-KONI'K
Koatd v matplapyikn Oeia Aettovpyia
g Bpovikig goptng tov IMatprapyeiov
Kwvotavtivounodews piAnoe yia 1o £pyo kat T

- '
e —

onpacio Tov Ayiov Avdpéov tov IlpwtoxAntov,
o Mntpomohitng Xovyk-Kovyk k. Nextdplog,
0 omoiog avépepe petafd dAwv ta efng: «Tov
KNpuke TiG ToTEWS, Keti DmypéTny 100 Adyou,
AvSpéay ebgruniowpev* 00Tog pép 1006 dvBpdou,
éx 100 SO0 dhigbel, AvTi kaddpov TOV oTAUPOY,
&V TaiG xepoi SIaKPATAY, Kol WG OTIapTiov YAy
Thv Svay, émaviyer &G Yoyds, & ¢ mAdvyg
100 €yOpod, kai mpookouiler 1@ Oed Sdpov
e0mpoodexTov. Agi ToUTOV TIIOTOL, OVV Tf] YOpein
10v Mabnt@v 100 Xpiotod edpnuiowuey, iva
Tpeafetn avT®, dnwg ews yévau Auv, év TH
NUépe TiG KpIoEWG».
(Aokaoticév'OpOpov A’ Noeufpiov)
“Mé mvevpatikiy e0QpoohVN cuvayOrjKape
KaTd THY €DONHOV TAVTNV NHEPaV &g TO iepov
kai oentov Kévipov i Opbodotiag, S va
TIHAoWE Katd TpOToV Beo@IAf], «TOV péya
Krpuka TG mioTews kal dmnpétny T0d Adyour,
«ToVv TG avdpeiag énwvopov Benydpov kai
MaOnt@v 16v mpwtdkAnTov TodD ZWwTipogy.
ZuvaxOnkape S v edenuiowpe TV ghvatpov
tob ITétpov kai TOV idpvTnVv Kai kpatatdv

npootdtny Ti¢ IIpwtoBpovov ExkAnoiag tiig
Kwvotavtivovmolews. "E6sca @g mpooipov
TG mapovong ophiag 16 Ao&aoTikov Tod

"OpBpov g 30™ Noepppiov. Eig tov vmépoxov

avTov Dpvo, O lepdg DUVoypapog TepLypaPeL E
neploot Seloteyvia v Spdotv kai 6 Epyov
100 IIpwtokAtov. O Avdpéag fitav dhiéag. ‘Qg
Am60TONOG, SpwG, AvTi O1d TO AMEVTIKO KAt
Kpatd eig Tag xelpag Tov TOV Ztavpov kai pé
avTOV «TOVG AVOPWTTOUG €K ToD PuBod dAteveL...kai
EMAVAYEL TAG YUXAS, Ao TG TAGVNG ToD £XBpod,
Ko Tpookopilel @ e Swpov evmpdadektovy. O
Ztavpdg Tod Xpiotod eivar 16 Bepéiov Tig dyiag
Brotg dANG kai Tod yryavTiaiov AmooTOAKOD
£pyov Tod Av8péov. Ald vd Katavonowe T
otavpkov f0og mov pdg Siddokn 6 péyag
ATOOTONOG, TIPETEL VA LENETHOWIE L€ TIPOTOXT
ta 6oa 1) Ayia Tpagr kai 1} iepd Iapddooig
Staocwovy S1d 16 oenTOV TPOCSWTOV TOL. ALd
TV TvevpaTikny pag oeéhela enéhela Tpeig
ONUAVTIKAG OTLpAG TAS (wiig ToD ATooToNov
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EAEQ OEOY APXIEINIZKOIIOZ KONXTANTINOYIIOAEQX, NEAYX POMHX KAI OIKOYMENIKOX ITATPIAPXHX
IIANTI TQ IIAHPQMATI THE EKKAHZIAZ XAPIN, EAEOX KAI EIPHNHN IIAPA TOY EN BHOAEEM TENNHOENTOX XQTHPOZ XPIXTOY

“Xpilotog yevvarat” do§doare.
Xprotog émi yijg” vywOnre”
"Ag Tavnyvpiowpey xappoovvwg T dgatov Oeod ovykataPaoty. Ot Ayyehot ponyodvtat
ydMovteg “00&a &v DyioTtolg Oed kai &mi yig eiprvn, v avBpwog eddokia”

"Eni ¢ yig Spwg BAémoptev kai Prodpev moAEpovG kai dmethdg oAépwy. Kai Spwg

Sév dvapeitat €k TovTOL 1) Xappoouvog ayyehio. H eiprivn, mpdypatt HABev €mi T yig
Sua g koA ayfig, év @ ipoow i Tnood Xpiotod, Tod Oeod kai Twv dvOpwmwy. AN,
ATUX@G, 8¢V KaTtnAAayn ey, Tapd T &ytov BEAnpd Tov, oi dvBpwrot petadd pag. Atakeipeba
£xOpikidg pog dAARIovG. Atapvopeda Std gavatiopovs wg Tpog Tag BpnokevTikdg
Kol TTOALTIKAG pag Tenotnoets, Sid meovediav w¢ PG TV AOKTNOW TV &yabdv, Sid
EMEKTATIONOV DG TIPOG TV doknoty Tig ToAttikig ¢§ovoiag. Kai oltw ouvykpovoueda mpog

TovG oLVaVOPWTTOVG pag.

‘O mepuTiopévog abtokpatwp TV Pwpaiwy Aylog Kwvotavtivog 6 Méyag, Sid tod
Atataypatog v Medtohdvwy, Tod ék§oBévtog év étet 313 peta Xplotov, €é0éomioe v
EAevBépay AoKNOLV TG XPLOTIAVIKTG TTIOTEWG, TTapaAAAwG Kol THv EhevBépav doknaoty

naong dAng Bpnokeiag. Avotux®dg, pHetd TV TApodov, EKTOTE, YAwV ENTAKOGiWY

axppdg 1@y, eEakolovBodv dokobpevol katd témovg Bpnokevtikoi Stwypol Katd
XPLOTLAV@DV 1 EAAWY XPLOTIAVIKDV PELOVOTITWY.

[Tapad\nAwg, of oikovopukoi dvtaywviopol éveivovtat aykoopiws kai 1) Emdiwéig

ToD Tpookaipov képdovg mpowdeitan g kepatauwdng okomdg. At OAPepai ovvémetan Tig

VTEPOUYKEVTPWOEWG TOD TTAOVTOV i xelpag OAlywv kai Tiig oikovopkiic éEabhiwoews

peydhwv avBpwnivwv paldv tapaBrénovtar H Svoavaloyia abitn, i dmoia xapaxtnpileto

TIAYKOOWI®WG WG OIKOVOWIKT KpIolg, eivat kat™ ovoiav dmdtokog Thg Nk kpioews. Eig

™V ROV TadTnVy Kpiotwy, dTuxds i) avBpwmdtng Sév Sidel v mpémovoav onuactiay. Ipdg

Sucouo)\(')yr]aw TiG OTACEWG me émkalettal Ty éevBepiov @V vaa)\)\ayd)v ‘H é)\avespia

opwc v Ouva)\kaywv Sév ¢ SﬂlTpS‘ITSl 0 syK)xr] pa. Kai éyihn pomKr] vansplq)opa Sév givat
pHovov 1y nsplypa(popsvn €ig TovG Towvikovg kddkag. Eivat kai sxswq 1) omoia, &v kai §év
TpoPAénETaL DO TOV EMUTAYOV TOV TOWVIKDV VOpHWY, DPapmdlet Tov TAoDTOV TV EAAwY

St kata A\ wv peBodedoewv. Eg’ doov 6 vopog Sév émParleta, ai avtidpdoelg T@v

Bryopévawv ToAt@v ékdnhodvtat TOANAKLG aveEehéykTwg Kai TpokaloDv Staadlevoty Tig
KOWVWVIKRAG elprvns.

IMapakorovBodvteg, Aotmov, ano tod Oikovpevikod Huwv Iatplapxeiov, Ta
“onuela TOV kap@d@V’, Katd Té omola “drovovta” mavtayobev kai Plodvtat “toAepot
kai axataotoaoial” kai éyeipetal £0vog éni €0vog kal Pactleia émi Paoctheioy, oelopol
Te peyAAOL KaTd TOTIOVG Ko )\lp.oi Kai Aowot, (p(')[}n‘rpd Te Kai onpeia am’ of)pavof)

paya)\a napovcta(ovml (mpPA. Aovk. ka', 10-12), ﬁtovvrsq O¢ ¢ sprrpayparwc 160 Baot\ewavoy, St

‘mc &ydmng s&xtpsm Svo Tl TO /\vrrsl(rem /,tev Kol ocywwocv 8(p ol fAénTeTan 6 ocy(xﬂwyevoq,

xodpery 8¢ kai dywvileabou vmép TG wpedeiag avTov-...0 6¢ pun olitw ovvdiaTiOéuevos pavepss éom
un &yar@v tov &dedgpov” (M. Baotkeiov, Opot kat’ émtopny, PG. 31, 1200A), knpvttopev 4o
M6 Tepag tavg Kabédpag tod Keévrpov tiig OpBodofiag 16 émi Bupaug véov "Etog wg "Etog
[avavBpwmnivng AANnAeyyong.

"EAntifoptev 6t obtw 0d edaucbnromomowpev apketds kapdiag TV HeAdV TG avBpwmdTnTog
&1t ToD TPOPANHATOG TG peyaAng Kai EkTeTapévng mrwxeiag Kai émi TiG avaykng Ayews PETpwY,
TPOG AVAKOVPLOLY TV TEWVWOVTWV Kai SVOTUXOVVTWY.

ZNTODEV, MG TIVELUATIKOG EKKANOLAOTIKOG FYETNG, THY oOUmpaty SAwv T@v kaAfig BeAroewg
npoowmnwy kai KuBepvrioewv Sid v mpaypatonoinow £mi g yi¢ Tfg Tod Kupiov eiprvne. Tig
elprivng, v omoiav €mnyyéAOnoav ot Ayyehot kai Epepe 10 Bpépog Tnoode. Embuuodvreg trv
AAnBf eipnvny TawTny, THY Tavta vodv Lrtepéxovoay, OPeilopey VA TV EMSIWKWHEY EUTPAKTWG,
pn adtagpopodvreg it Tég dduvatiag, tvevpatikag kai DAKAG, Tod cuvavBpov, briép ToD 6moiov
XpLotog katijABev eig OV kKOGHOV.

‘H aydmm kad 1) iprjvn elvar yvwpiopata t@v Mabntdv kai Amootolwv tod Kupiov kai
navtog Xpiotiavod. Obev, mpotpenopeda avtong kai dAARLovG, Smwg katd 6 "ETog  TodTo Tig
TavavOpwnivng AAnAeyydng katafdAAwpey dg dtopa kat @G Aaoi, cuveldnTdg mpoomadeiag Sid
MV GpuPAuVoLY TOV AmavBpOTwV CUVETEIDV TV HEYAAWY AVICOTATWV Kai SLd TV dvayvapLoty
OO TAVTWV TOD SIKAWHATOG TV 40BeVETTEPWY TIPS AdAavoty TV amtapautitwy Sid v (wrv
700 &vBpwov dyaddv.

TolovTtoTpodTwg O IdWHEV TPAYUATOTIOLOVUEVTV €V TO) HETPW TOD AvOpwTIivwg EQIKTOD Ko
éni TG yiig TV lpnvnv.

ITpookuvodvteg (el amdong tiig aioBntiig kai Tfg vontig ktioewg v ék IMapBévov éni
VG évdnpiiav Tod Yiod kai Adyov t0d Ogod kai kKAivovteg yovu évwriov tod Bpégovg Inooig,
TOD QWTIOHOD Kol OWTHPOG pag, ToD dIepaomiotod TiG {wiig pag, Stepwtwpeda AAnB@OG petd Tod
Yo pwdod tiva goPndnoopeda iy amo tivog Sethidowpev (mpPA. Poy. 26) ol xpLoTiavoi, £’ doov
“e1éxOn Nuiv onpepov Zwtip” (mpPA. Aovk. B 11), “6 Kbpiog t@v Suvapewv kai Bactheds TG
80&NS” (pPA. Wahp. 23);

Evyopeba kai mpooevyopeda éktevg kai OAokapdiwg dmwg T dvatéAhov €106 2013 katao T
S mévtag £rog mavavBpwiving dAAn\eyyong, élevBepiag, katalayic, evdokiag, eiprvng Kai
eb@poovvng kai 6mwg O &v XmnAaiw texBeig Tpoatwviog Adyog tod Iatpdg,  Evioag Tovg &yyéAovg
Kok To0G AvBpwTTouG &v évi TdypaTL Kad Towjoag eiprvy &l T YiS, xapidn &g mavtag dropovry,
gAmtida kai Suvapuy kai edAoyf TOV kOopov St TV Beiwy dwpedv TG dyarnng Avtod.

Aurv.

Davapiov, Xpiotovyevva, iy’

> O Kwveravtivovnodews
BapOolouaiog

S1amupog Ipos Ocov 0xéTng mdvTwy DUV

Ouhia MntponoAitov Xovyk-Kovyk yia tn @poviki Eoptn tov Ilatpiapyeiov
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Av8péov, TpeiG peyalewdelg otabpovs.

‘O mpdT0G 0TAbUOG elvar Td peiBpa TOD
Topdévov. O diéag amod v BnBoaidd, dprivet v
Aipevn g Tahadog kai Epxetou i Trv Epnpov Tod
‘Topddvov.'O Avdpéag fray OAyoypappoatog dAAL
e0oefG kai ToTog Kai 1y kapdia Tov pAeydTav dd
Aydmmn pog TOV Oeo. Al To0TO EAKVETAL Ao TO
Krjpuypa petavoiag 1o Twavvov 100 IIpodpopov
Kai Barrtiotod kai évtdooetat pé mpoBuptia gig oV
KUKAOV TV 0TeEVOTEPWV HaBNT@V Tov. MaBnTevet
mAnoiov tod dokntod Ipogrtov kai Siddoketat
ovxi povov Std T@v Aoywv dANd kai Std Tod
napadeiypatog &t 1) petdvota kai 1 Oeoyvwaia
€lvau KapToi TG AOKNOEWG Kai TG TOMEVWOEW,.
‘Otav 6 tipog IIpodpopog katomy Oeikiig
amokaAvyewg avoyvwpilet gi T Ipoowmnov tod
‘Incod 16V dvapevopevov Meooia kol AvTpwTi),
Sév SloTdlet vé mpotpéyr Tovg pabntag Tov va
agroovy avtov kai vé dkolovBnoovy Exeivov:
«I8e 6 apvog Tod Oeob, 6 aipwv T dpaptiav T0D
koopov» (Iodv. o” 36), <Exeivog 8¢l avkavery, &ué
8¢ ehattovoBaw (Iwav. y* 30).

“Ot Moyot 10D ITpodpdpov dév mapépevay
axatavontot Std tov Avdpéa. ‘H kapdia tov
{opwpévn &mo v Beomnotdv Taneivwaoty frav
nAéov €toun va Buotdon T& mavta kai vé
axohovBnor tov Zwtipa Xploto. Avtr eivat 1
Bavpaotn évépyela Tiig AAnBodG TAMEVWOEWS,.
‘ONog 6 TvevpaTikdg dydvag Kai 1) doknotg yivetat
ovxi 814 vd avePii mvevpatikd 6 &vBpwmog, Vi
@TAOT €iG kAol Kopu@ry, AN Sté vé katePi,
vd tamewvwOf]. N Opadon 6Aeg Tic mapdhoyeg
Kai mopd @OV Kataotdoelg TG avlpwmivng

@Loewg, TV kevodotia, TV dvBpwmnapéokela,
Ty OrokpLoia kol TV Orepn@dvela, T@ Tadn
ol Mapapopewvovy tOv dvlpwmov kai
KATAOTPEPOLV TOV TIPOOPLOHOV Tov. Nd Bpavon
iStautépwg TV Ewogopikr| EpNPAveLa TOV
etvau «Beiag kai avBpwivng yvdoews oTépnaotey,
Kal «vd Kaun TV Taneivwoy pia dkAovntov
Baotv Tod dvBpwmivov TvedpaTog, va dQrowyle
TOV £aUTOV pag va alecdij avapeoa and tég
LVAOTIETPOG TAG TATEVWOEWS Std Vd yivy TO
YAvKO Kai e0apecTo Ywyi £i¢ TOV Koplov Tow...
“O Sebtepog onuavTikog oTabuog eig
{wnv 100 AvSpéov eivon & mapdha TAG Aiptvng
Tevnoapét. ‘Ekel elval 6 tomog dmov yevviion.

‘O 161106 8110V $EAOKT| TO €My yeApa ToD AAEwWG

60D pé TOV &deApdv Tov ITéTpov, kai Tovg &EAAoVG
Vo adeApoic, Tov Twavvny kai OV TdkwPov.

"Exel kdmov mAnoiov t¢ Kamepvaoby, 6 Koplog

«mepinat@v mept v Odhaooav tiig Tahhaiag,
€ide OV Avdpéav kai tOv Zipwva IlEtpov va
pintovy 16 SikTVOV TWV €ig TV BdAacoav. Kai
TOVG TIPOOKAAEL V& Katatayodv &g Tov kKkAov
TV HoVvipwy pabnt@v kai drootowv Tov: «Agbte
omiow pov kai momow VUG GALElG AvOpWTWV».
Xwpig Sevtepn okéyn aijkav dpEcws T TavTa
kai Tov rolovOnoav. O Avpéag opod pé tovg
&\\ovg dmootolovg pabnrevel mAéov mAnoiov
00 'Inood. Mabnrevet €ig 10 Muothpiov Tiig
Sravpwoews Kai g Avaotdoews. Kai petd
v Ievinkootry, mAnpng Ivedpatog Ayiov,
Sév Ppadvver dANG omevdet kol TAAWY pE xapd
Kai iepdv évBovataopodv va knpuén Xplotoy, va
idpvon ExxAnoiog, vd kataotror Enokomnovg,
IpeoPutépoug kai Alakovoug, va Béon kavovag
Kai &povg ékkAnotaoTtikilg evtagiag kai yvnoiag

xprotiavikiig {wic. 'H napddooig @epet OV
Anootohov Avdpéa va knpOTTH eig Td mapdAia
10D Evéeivov IIovtov kai Tijg IIpomovtidog,
v Nikata, v Nikopndeta, trv Bibvvia, T
TotBia, T Zxvbia, v IPnpia, TV Apoo, v
Tpanelovvta, tiv Hpduceta, Tiv Apootpida, tv
v, 76 Bu{avtio, tv @pdkn, Ty Makedovia,
v Oeooalia kai télog eig v Axaia. TTapd
Tag kakovxiag kai Tovg Suwypoi 8év kapretat
A& ovvexiler Tag meptodeiag Tov kai tpooTabel
vd otnpifn g véag ExkAnoiag’, avégepe. Kat
npooBeoe: “Exdotn ExkAnoia mov idpiet 8év elvau
£vag AvBpWTIVOG KOOHIKOG Opyaviopds dAAG evat
avto 16 {610 16 BeavBpwrvov odpa Tod Xptotod,
700 oikoSopel kai avgavet To Aytov ITvedpa. Eivat
0 véog Iapddetoog, 6mov ig 16 &g putedetal,
gpyaletan kai Telewwvetat 6 &vBpwmog, 1 «katd
Oeo6v matpidar T dvOpwmnwv. H EkkAnoia xwpel
TA TAVTa €V 8¢V Ywpeltaw Amod TimoTa.

“O tpitog otabuodg tA¢ (wijg Tod
TpwtokArTov ATOOTOAOL elvat T& Tapdhia TV
Tohawwv IMatpdv eig v Axoia. H éniyetog {wn
00 Avdpéov pBavel gig 16 Téhog . ‘O Pwpaiog
AvBVmatog Alyedtng Statdooel v katadikn
Tov €ig Bavartov kai peé meploon mepLPpdVNOLY
Kai elpwveia PO TO OENTOV MPOOWTOV TOD
AAéwg pabntod Tod Eotavpwiévov Xptotod,
TpooTdlel va Bavatwdi Std aTawpod kai 1o EXAov
Tob paptupiov va otndf) «mpdg 16 Xethog Tiig
Balaootog yépou».

‘O Avdpéag, kKuptwpévog and o Papog
TOV XPOVWY, TOV KOTWY, Kal T®V KaKovxtdv,
OTEKETAL EVWTILOV TOD 0TaVPoD ToD HapTLPiov
Tov dyépwyxog. Omabev Tod oTavpod amwvetat
1 Odhacoa pé v kpven Qv Tod KOHHATOG

™G Kai 10 TpuPepd Tpayovdt Thg dppdpag
¢ Tooo yvawpipa gig OV yépovta dhiéa.
Md 1} kapdia tod Avdpéov 8év mepumhavaTat
eig oteipovg ouvatsdnpatiopovs. To kabdaplo
BAéupa Tov S€v xavetar gig THV dmepavtoohvn
TG BdNaooag, eig AANOTIVEG pvieg Kai BVpnoeG.
Amo 0T, éxel €ig Té peifpa tod Topddvov, ol
ouvvvTnoe OV Xplotov, o PAéupa Tov pével
npoonAwpévov eig Tov Kopiov tov. Kai twpa
e tov o évBovotaoudy, e Tov omoiov TOTE
£tpeye v ouvavTror TOv Xplotov, TAnotddet tov
oTavpov Kai dnevdivetar eig aOTOV HETA QWViG
loxvpdg: <Q ayabé otavpé, 6 evmpémelav Kai
wpatdTnTa ¢k TOV peAdv Tod Kupiov degaptevog,
éni ToAD émmdOnte kai omovdaiwg Embupunté
Kai éktevadg émlinrovpeve, AaPe pe and td@v
avBpwmwv kai arodog pe T¢ SIOAoKIAW Hovy.
"Emi tpia OAOKANpa fiuepovIKTIA TIapEELVE
06 B€i0g AmMOOTONOG KPEHAYEVOG £TTE TOD OTAVPOD
XpiG va mavon vé vovletf] Td cuppéovta
PG avToV TANON. Mdhota Sév édioTace va
gy tov Eniokorio ZtpatokAf], Tov Omoiov
elxe xepotovion mpod OAiywv fuepdv €vtog
TG QUAAKDG, Kai TOUG AOLTOVG XPLOTLAVODG
ot omoiot f{fehav vé oV éhevBepwoovv: «Ewg
Tivog, £éAeye, TOIG KOOWIKOIG Kal TTpooKaipolg
npooavéyete; Ewg moTe o0 katavoeite téd vmép
Nuag Ageté pe» va anobdvw éni 100 otavpod
Kol &G pr) pé Aoet kaveic, SloTt pod €xet SwBel 10N
WG KARPOG VA EKSTHOW &T0 TOD GOHATOG Kai v
&vdnunow mpog tov Kbpov, petd tod omoiov €xw
ovotavpwdi). T& tehevtoda AdyLa kai 1) Suvapkr
£yKapTépnolg €ig TOV HapTupkov Bdvatov tod
IpwtokAntov Amootolov katadetkvoovy T
oTavptkov N0og Tov’, TOVIoE 0 K. NeKTapLog.



ETKYKAIOX
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TV TpoPNTOV mepi Thig cwTtnpiag pag
gEemhnpwOnoav ot [Evvnon tod Xplotod.

H xapd kai ) BeParotnta mov Puovovpe
OTNV KoWwvia pag pé tov Oed ¢ adt v
ayio ‘Eoptry mpokalel péoa otic kapdiég
pag Stapkf éAnida. ‘H xapd pog otrv
ékmAnpwon tod Behnpatog tod Oeod ya
v Atpwor| pag kal 1 Befatdotntd pag
Baotopévn oty miotn pag otrv dAnOeta
oD Evayyehiov, pdg Sidet otabepr) eAmida
oti¢ brooyéoets Tov yid aiwvia {or), Y& v
TP ATOKATAOTAOT TG OYE0EWS HaG (1
"Ekeivov, kai ytd trv OAokAr pwon SAwv TV
mpaypatwy. AVt eivat éoptr) TS0 SOt
O avtijg PAémovpe GAa avtd mov Exovv
émtevyOel, kai maipvovpe pa idéa yid
avto mov dkolovBei. Avtr 1| Eoptn Tiig
Tevviioewg tod Kupiov pag émPePatwvet
01OV kaBéva pag 6t umopodue va Exovpe
EAmtida kai xapd of¢ Oheg Tig oLVOfKeg
Kai kataotaoelg g (wiig, éAmida otr
petapdpewon Tig (wig pag dtd tAg
nioTtews, kal éAnida otnv dvvapn tAg
aydmng Tod Oeod.

a0t v edhoynuévn kai ayia
‘Eoptr}, ebxopat 0tov kabéva oag Tig
KaAVTEPEG EVXEG OV VLA LA XappHOoLV
nepiodo hatpeiag kai adedgoovvng.
Eife oi xapdiég oag va elvat yepareg
BeBardtnTa, Xapd kai éAmida, kai eibe 1
eiprvn kai 16 é\eog tod Kupiov pag va
008G OLVTPOPEVOLVY GTO VEO £TOG.

Metd nazpixnic v Xp1o1d dydang,

F e i

+ 0 Apxiemiokomos Apepuciic Anpitpiog

shab 1 Pl o R . ] A L

Apytepatiko XvAAeitovpyo ota Mopa tng Avkiag

Teléotnke kKt @€ToG oTa Mupa g Avkiog, otov TOT0 TT0V £(1N0€ KAl eMOipave 0 Aylog
Nikolaog, n Ocia Aertovpyia avrpepa TG eoptng Tov. O otkeiog MntponoAitng Mopwv
Xpuoodotopog mpoeknpxe g ©. Aettovpyiag, CLAAEITOVPYOVVTWY TwV MNTPOTOMTOV
[Tpotkovviioov Iwone kat o [Tioidiag Zwtnpiov, Aettovpynoay, tepéwv anod tny I10An,
10 Ayto Opog, Tnv EAA&Sa, tnv Pwoia. ITARB0g kdopov, and tnv IIoAn, tnv Podo, Ty
ABnva kat dAAeg meploxég exkAnolaotnkav otig 6 Aekepfpiov ota Mvupa. Emiong,
OpB6dotot and tnv Pwaia, Tnv Ovkpavia kat tnv Tewpyia mov {ouv poviga otny meptoxr
™G evpuTEPNG ATTAAELAG E0TIEVOAY GTOV TOTIO TOL Ayiov. H @eia Aettovpyia tnv népa
™G UvnHng Tov Ayiov NikoAdov ota Mopa, kabiepwOnie To 1983, eni Tov pakaploToy
Mntpomoiitov Mupwv (peténeita Iépovtog Epéoov) Xpvoootopov. Ztnv €optr| Tov
Ayiov NikoAdov, 1o 1992, tng Otiag Aettovpyiag mpoenpxe o Owkovpevikdg Iatpidpxng
BapBolopaiog kat ovppeteiyav tepapxes tov Hatprapyeiov. To 2003, mpoe&apyovtog
Tov Owovpevikov Iatpiapyxov BapBolopaiov eoptdotnkay ta eikoot xpdvia and tnv
TaVyVpIKn Agttovpyia mov apxtoe va tedeitat kabe Xpovo avrpepa TnG 0pTrG TOV
Ayiov mpootarov Twv Navtikdv oty totopik} Baothwkn omov, péxpt tov 110 atvva,
NTav eVTaQLaoEVO To oknvwpa Tov. To tepd okrvwpa petapépOnke oto Mmdpt g
Italiog To 1087 p.X. dmov péxpt ofpepa GUAGOOETAL.

AEKEMBPIOZ 2012

“OXIXTH BIA, NAI XTHN
ATAIIH” TO MHNYMA TOY
OIKOYMENIKOY ITATPIAPXOY
BAPOOAOMAIOY XTH BIENNH

O Owkovpevikog IMatprapyng
BapBohopaiog, piAnoe o Bpdadv tng 26™
Nogpppiov mapovaia tov Tevikov Ipappatéa
Tov Opyaviopov twv Hvwpévwv EBvav Mrav
Kt Movv kat molTikdv kat OpnokevTikwy
NYETWV arr’ OAO TOV KOOHO, GTNV EMOT| N TEAET
évaptng e Aettovpyiag tov AieBvoug Kévtpov
«Baothdg Apmvtovhdy Mmv ApmvtovAaciy
yia Tov AtaBpnoketakd kat AtamoAITIoHIKO
Atdhoyo» (KAICIID). O Oikovpevikodg
Tatpiapyng oTny ophic TOL VIOYPALLLOE OTL
moté 1) Pia Sev pog pépvel o KovTd oToV O,
A& pag amopakpOver and Avtov kat TOVIoE
™ Sé0pEvon) TOL yla TNV aydnn Twv dAwv
Kol yia To otapdtnua e Piag egattiog Twv
SLaQopeTIKWY BPNOKEVTIKWY, TOATIOTIKDY,
KOLVWVIKWV 1] TOMTIKWV Temolfnoewy. X
ONUOVTIKT) QUTH ETOKEYT Kl TIG EMAPEG TIOV
eixe o IIpokadnpevog g OpBodotiag otn
Biévvn ouvodevdtav and tov MntpomoAitn
TaA)iag Eppavovn), o omoiog HeTEXEL 0TO
evveapelég AoknTikd ZvppovAlo tov ev
Aoyw AeBvoig Kévtpov kat £xet Tnv evbovn
OUVTOVIOPOV TwV Stabpnokelakwy Staldywv
ek puépovg tov Owovpevikov Iatprapyeiov,
tov Mntpomnoiitn Mvupwv Xpvoootopo,
Tov MntpomoAitn Avotpiag Apoévio, Tov
IpwtonpeoPutepo Tov Okovpevikod Apdvov
AociBeo Avayvwotdmovlo, AtevBuvtn
Tov Ipageiov Tomov Tov IMatprapyeiov Kkat
tov ITavtehenuova Biyka, Apyxovta M.
XaptogpOiaka g M.T.X.E. kat Exnpocwmo
Twv Metovotitwy oto ZupBovAto tng Fevikng
AevBdvoewg Bakoveiwv otnv Aykvpa.

To «AteBvég Kévtpo Baothdg Aumvouldy
My ApmvtovAaoil ya AlaBpnokevTiko kat
Ataroltiotiko Awdhoyo» (KAICIID), Ba éxet
10 KaBeoTwg evog SeBvoig opyaviopov kat
Ba amotelei éva maykoowo gopovp Stakdyov
avdapeoa otig Bpnokeieg Tov KOOUOU.

s METROPOLITAN [SATAH

AND THE CLERGY AND LAITY
s . OF THE METROPOLIS OF DENVER

] = - -

VEXTEND TO ALL THE CLERGY AND LAITY
"~ OF OUR HOLY ARCHDIOCESE
o AND TO ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL
. OUR BEST WISHES
. FOR A BLESSED CHRISTMAS

- AND A PEACEFUL AND JOYOUS ‘ WA:\'{
NEW YEAR! Q)
5 ON

METROPOLIS
OF DENVER
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From the hand of Fr. Luke Dingman

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS
A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR

CHARLES H. COTROS, CHAIRMAN
GEORGE S. TSANDIKOS, VICE CHAIRMAN
ARGYRIS VASSILIOU, TREASURER
KASSANDRA L. ROMAS, SECRETARY
PAULETTE POULOS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

W 700

ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS LEADERSHIP 100 ENDOWMENT FUND, INCORPORATED
ADVANCING ORTHODOXY AND HELLENISM IN AMERI CA
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$1.3 Million in Medical Aid
Sent to Greece’s Ailing Hospitals

BALTIMORE, Md. — As shortages of
medical supplies and medicine continue
to threaten healthcare delivery at Greece’s
ailing hospitals, International Orthodox
Christian Charities (IOCC) has responded
to the country’s escalating healthcare crisis
with the delivery of more than $1.3 mil-
lion in medical supplies and walking aids
to pediatric hospitals in Athens and public
general hospitals on the island of Crete.

With generous support from the
Pancretan Association, IOCC distributed
more than $675,000 in medical and surgical
supplies to the hospitals throughout Crete.
The Pancretan Association and the Ameri-
can Hellenic Educational Progressive Associ-
ation (AHEPA) together also supported the
distribution of more than $650,000 worth of
medical supplies, wheelchairs and walking
aids to three Athens-area public children’s
hospitals. The medical facilities included

Agia Sophia Children’s Hospital, the larg-
est children’s hospital in Greece with 700
beds, the General Children’s Hospital Aglaia
Kyriakou with 160 beds and the Pentelis
General Children’s Hospital with 380 beds.

As the economic crisis escalated
and fear of not being reimbursed by the
government grew, hospital suppliers be-
gan demanding payment in advance for
purchases of supplies. Manolis Papasavas,
administrator of the three Children’s Hos-
pitals in Athens, explained that without
the medical supplies provided by IOCC,
public hospitals like Agia Sophia faced
critical shortages of healthcare necessi-
ties.The Archdiocese recently announced
its support of IOCC humanitarian efforts
in Greece with a $150,000 grant to assist
the elderly, children and large families with
basic living necessities as the economic situ-
ation deteriorates and winter approaches.

OCMC

Newly Added for 2013:
Albania Family Mission Team

Families with children, couples, and
individuals who have experience with chil-
dren are invited to help lead a family retreat
program in Albania. The focus is to offer a
“family witness” while sharing the Orthodox
faith and growing in Christ together.

Workshops, activities, and ministry
outreach will be offered to Albanian church
leaders and their families. Sports, arts &
crafts, singing, and music will also be part
of the fun. There will be opportunities to
experience several ministries of the Church
of Albania and go on pilgrimages to some
of Albania’s holiest sites. This team will be
a collaboration between OCMC and the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Center for
Family Care. Families with children are
encouraged to participate.

In the 20th century under a Com-
munist regime, the Orthodox Church in
Albania suffered an extremely severe reli-
gious persecution in the world; by 1991,
no Church infrastructure existed. Under the
guidance of Archbishop Anastasios,

Archbishop of Tirana, Durres, and All
Albania, along with the help of Orthodox
missionaries, the Church has been resur-

rected and continues to flourish.

In 2011, we sent our first-ever Fam-
ily Mission Team to Albania and humbly
helped lay the foundation for family min-
istry of the Orthodox Church of Albania.
The 2013 Family Mission Team will work
side by side with OCMC missionaries and
Church leaders to continue building and
strengthening this ministry. Adults and
children alike will actively participate in
roles of leadership: adults will lead camp
programs, while children will be involved
in preparations with adult supervision. All
participants are called to be exemplary role
models as they minister to other families,
share their life experience, and offer a visible
witness of the Orthodox faith.

Be a part of this OCMC and Center for
Family Care mission witness! Strong family
values, teaching experience, and training
and/or experience in helping couples and
families are needed; team is limited to 20
participants from North America. The dates
are July 19- Aug.1. The participant cost is
$1,410; additional family member, $1,065;
children (under 12 years of age), $695;
airfare is not included.
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SPEAKING #GOD

A HUMBLE EXAMPLE OF THE
INTERIOR LIFE OF A MAN OF PRAYER

Speaking to God is a collection of more
than seventy prayers written by His Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios of America.

The prayers emphasize the priority of speaking
to God in all of the circumstances and conditions
of our lives. They reflect the challenges and
triumphs, struggles and joy, weaknesses and
strengths of our human condition in a manner
that affirms the priority of faith and the presence
and love of God.

You will find strength and inspiration through

prayers that help you converse with God, and find
in Him the love, wisdom and peace you need in all

of life’s experiences.
*12.95

-

Available now at the
OrthodoxMarketplace.com*

Original Greek edition also

available for ¢ 12.95

-
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All proceeds from the sale of the book go to the
“Archbishop Demetrios Benevolent Fund” of the Archdiocese.

*Order by the case through the Department of Communications of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America by calling: (212) 570-3588.

FIARKETPIACE | www.orthodoxmarketplace.com

The official online store of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
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Radiology Associates, Ltd.

& Women's Imaging Center

CT Lung Screening

Digital Mammography

Nuclear Medicine

Digital Fluoroscopy

Women’s Imaging

Vascular Imaging

State-of-the-Art Radiology Services

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child,

and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Emmanue

Isaiah 7:14

We wish
His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
His Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios of America

the Hierarchs of the Holy Eparchial Synod

and the Clergy and Laity of the

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
a joy-filled celebration of the Lord’s Nativity

and a New Year 2013
that is abundant in divine blessings.

Drs. Anthony & Maria Limberakis

9601 Bustleton Avenue
Philadelphia PA 19115

Tel: 215-676-5100
Fax: 215-676-6332

www.BustletonRadiology.com

Compassionate Care, Superior Service

for the Philadelphia community since 960.
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Demetrios Pappas, recipient of the Archdiocesan Medal of St. Paul, with Federation President Anna
Dounelis, Bishop Sevastianos, Fr. Luke Uhl and Deacon Peter Zougras.

Choir Federation Holds
Conference at Long Island Parish

[l by Georgeann Mavrovitis

The Direct Archdiocesan District
Federation of Greek Orthodox Church
Musicians held its 28" annual conference
the weekend of Oct. 20-21. It was hosted
by the Cathedral of Saint Paul in Hemp-
stead, N.Y., and included choir directors,
psaltis, organists and over 75 senior and
youth choir members from 12 Direct
Archdiocesan District parishes. Federa-
tion President Anna Dounelis, together
with the executive board and assisted by
St. Paul’s parishioners, coordinated the
conference.

In attendance was Dr. Vicki Pappas,
outgoing chairman of the National Forum
of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians and
newly elected Chairman Maria Keritsis.
Dr. Pappas gave the keynote address that
encompassed the conference theme “Sing
Praises With Understanding.”

Five workshops were offered — two
for the senior choir members and three
for the youth. A senior workshop on vocal
techniques was presented by Gus Chrys-
son, minister of Music at the Holy Trinity
Archdiocesan Cathedral in New York, a
vocal teacher and a performing singer.

Angelo Lampousis, president of the
Axion Estin Foundation, psalti at Holy
Trinity Church in New Rochelle, N.Y. and
the DAD Federation chant liaison, offered
a senior workshop on chant.

Spyro Kalas, music teacher, organist
and choir director, conducted a youth
workshop on sight singing, and Deacon
Mathew Kakis of St. Paul’s led a youth
discussion on the meaning of our hymns.
Eleni Pitzel, an artist and St. Paul’s choir
member, held a youth craft workshop. A
discussion group for directors and organ-
ists, led by Ms. Dounelis, considered the
need for good music and good choirs.

Bishop Sevastianos of Zela led the
Sunday Liturgy along with St. Paul’s clergy,
Frs. Luke Melackrinos and Panagiotis
Zougras.

Dr. Efstratios Demertzis served as
both psalti and conference choir director.
The St. Paul’s Byzantine Chant Group par-
ticipated in the Orthros as well. Georgia
Kaufman, Youth choir director of Archan-
gel Michael in Port Washington and the
Federation youth liaison, directed the
30-voice youth choir.

Following the service, a series of
awards were presented and the oath of of-

fice was administered to the newly elected
executive board by Bishop Sevastianos
who presented, on behalf of Archbishop
Demetrios, the Archdiocesan Medal of
St. Paul to Demetrios Pappas, composer/
arranger, conductor, teacher and founder
of the GOYA Chorale, for his life’s dedica-
tion to the music of the Greek Orthodox
Church. Mr. Pappas was also a former
teacher of music at Holy Cross Seminary
in Brookline, Mass.

Nicholas Pappas was awarded a Fed-
eration Lifetime Achievement Award for
his over 50 years of service as a choir di-
rector who developed choirs throughout
the District including Zoodohos Peghe in
the Bronx, NY, St. Nicholas in Flushing,
NY and Archangel Michael, now in Port
Washington,

The 2012 Federation Scholarship was
presented to Ariana Warren of the Saint
Paraskevi Shrine Church in Greenlawn,
NY. She is currently studying vocal per-
formance and Music Education at Ithaca
College. Stella Thymius of the Cathedral of
St. Paul was awarded the DAD Federation
Choir Member of the Year Medal.

The first of three Patriarch Athenago-
ras I Medallions was presented posthu-
mously to James Talas, choir director and
organist for 43 years at the Transfiguration
of Christ Church in Mattituck, NY. The
award was accepted by his widow Parie
Talas.

The second Medallion was presented
posthumously to Fr. Emmanuel Gratsias
who served for 30 years at the Holy Resur-
rection Church in Brookville, NY. In her
acceptance letter, Presbytera Alexandra
Gratsias spoke of Father Manny’s great
love of the arts, especially music and how
he believed that music enhances one’s
connection with God. He also believed
in mixed choral groups because males
and females are both integral parts of the
community...this being true for our men
and women and for our youth as well.

The third Medallion will be presented
to Fr. Dennis Strouzas at his Archangel
Michael parish in Port Washington.

Fr. Strouzas has been a staunch sup-
porter of the DAD Federation and has
manifested that support in many ways.

The final award, the Archbishop Ia-
kovos Distinguished Service Award was
presented to Dr. Efstratios Demertzis for
his 50 years as psalti and 46 years as choir
director at the Cathedral of St. Paul.
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Indiana Parish Thrives in‘One of the Best Places to Live

PARISH profile

Name: St. George

Greek Orthodox Church

Location: Schererville, Ind.

Metropolis of Chicago

Size: about 300 families

Founded: 1929

Clergy: Fr. Constantine Aliferakis (Holy
Cross '81;

E-mail: pastorstgeorgehoc@gmail.com
Web: www.stgeorge.in.goarch.org
Noteworthy: Parish offers many pro-

grams.

SCHERERVILLE, Ind. — About 30
miles from downtown Chicago and
four miles east of the Illinois border is
St. George Church, a typical mid-size
parish of the Archdiocese. It is one of
four nearby parishes clustered in north-
western Indiana that include Hammond,
Merrillville and Valparaiso.

Schererville, a city of about 30,000
residents founded by a German immi-
grant in 1846, has as its main claim to
fame that it was named one of the “100
Best Places to Live” by Money magazine
in 2007.

The parish of St. George, which
relocated here in the early 1990s from
the suburb of East Chicago, Ind., about
10 miles to the north, offers several min-
istries and programs, Fr. Aliferakis said.

Its highly active Philoptochos chap-
ter participates in feeding the hungry
in downtown Chicago and meal prepa-
rations for a nearby Ronald McDonald
House. They send baskets to college-age
students from the parish and sponsor
a Grandparents Sunday in September.

Other activities include organizing
pilgrimages to a monastery in the Me-
tropolis of Chicago and the Breakfast
with Santa program that brings in about
200 inner city children that are fed,
receive presents and have their picture
taken with Santa.

Among the parish ministries are the
Sunday school with 125 students. Every
November the school prepares a “Saints
Alive” theatrical production that consists
of performances depicting the lives,
miracles and martyrdom of the saints.

Fr. Aliferakis conducts an “Inclusion
Awareness Sunday” service for people
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with special needs, Bible studies in
English and Greek each week and adult
religious education classes.

The parish offers seasonal retreats,
ayouth vacation church school, summer
camp and other youth activities.

The Greek school meets once a
week and has an enrollment of 35 in
grades 1-6.

Since the arrival of Fr. Aliferakis
in October 1989 (the second-longest
serving priest), the parish built its new
church and held the thyranoixia (door-
opening) service, completed an iconog-
raphy project, renovated the banquet
facility and paid off the mortgage.

The church complex sits on a 12-
acre site with ample parking. A colon-
nade connects the church with the
community center that includes meeting
rooms, offices and an educational wing.

The main income sources are the
stewardship program and the annual
summer Greek festival.

Fr. Aliferakis also noted that the
complex is located next to a commu-
nity park containing soccer fields, play-
grounds and tennis courts. Because of
my longevity; I know everybody, they
know me.”

The parish currently consists of
mostly second and third generation
faithful, though there is a large portion
of immigrants, the priest said. Many
came from the area of Tripoli, in the
Peloponnesus, especially the village of
Nestani, and Central Greece and some
islands. There also are a number of
Pontians.

Early history

According to a parish history by Fr.
Anthony Kanavos, who was the church’s
longest-serving priest (1948-89), the
first recorded Greek immigrants ar-
riving in East Chicago were Nicholas
Mavronicholas in 1904 and his brother,
Elias, in 1905.

Tony Rozzos came in 1906 and his
brother George and James Antoniades
arrived in 1907. Others soon followed
and, for the first 15 years they attended
services at nearby churches in Chicago
and Gary, Ind.

In 1916, they formed the first Greek
organization in East Chicago, the “Saint
George Greek Society” which functioned
until 1921. The members rented a room
at a hotel where a priest form Chicago
would conduct the Divine Liturgy on
Sundays and during various religious
holidays, the parish history noted.

The local AHEPA chapter was or-
ganized in 1927 and founded the
Plato School in 1928. It was an evening

parochial school for the teaching of
Greek language and culture. A Ladies
Phileducational Society was founded
in 1929 to support the school and
these two organizations served as the
impetus to incorporate the St. George
Greek Orthodox community in October
1929. The ladies organization evolved
into the Philoptochos chapter of the
parish. The first permanent priest, Fr.
Thales Demetriades, was appointed and
services took place in a rented building
until 1937, when the community built
its own church.

The cornerstone was laid and con-
struction was completed in December.
Bishop Callistos of Chicago and the par-
ish’s new priest, Fr. Leontios Kyriakakos,
consecrated the church in June 1938.
The Aristotle Bachelors Club donated
the fence that surrounded the building.

I

Years later, the same cornerstone
was included in the foundation of the
new church built in Schererville.

In addition to the Bachelors’ Club,
several other organizations were active
in the early years of the parish. They
included the Arcadia chapter of the
Pan-Arcadian Federation, the Greek War
Veteran’s “Phlangitai”, the Greek Inde-
pendent Political Club, the “Aristides
Phoutrides” Pan-Icarian Federation and
the “Thermopylae” chapter of the Fed-
eration of Sterea Ellas.

Fr. Kyriakakos served the commu-
nity through the 1940s until the arrival
of Fr. Kanavos in 1948, who promptly
established the Sunday school. His pres-
bytera, Diane, organized the first classes
and taught for several years.

The parish flourished and its min-
istries and programs came into being
during Fr. Kanavos’ 42-year tenure. A
substantial increase in membership was
experienced in the 1970s as many Greek
Orthodox left the inner city of Chicago.

In 1971, the community honored
the long-serving Greek language teacher,
Martha Pappalos for her more than 43
years of service. Fr. Kanavos was hon-
ored in 1973 for his service.

The parish purchased the site of its
future relocation in the late 1970s and
fund-raising efforts began to eventually
build a new church.

There currently are several active
organizations, include the AHEPA and
Daughters of Penelope chapters, Sons
of Pericles and Maids of Athena, GOYA
and others.

Most recently, in January 2012, the
parish hosted the metropolis Vasilopita
celebration; the first time it was held
outside Chicago, Fr. Aliferakis noted.

— Compiled by Jim Golding

IS YOUR PARISH...

Ready to expand parish participation?

Seeking funds for a building project?
Wishing to promote Planned Giving?

STRATEGIC PLANNING
WORKSHOPS: For greater
involvement in your parish

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
PLANNING STUDIES: Assessing
your project’s fundraising potential

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
MANAGEMENT: Planning and
coaching from beginning to end

ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE!

THE OFFICE OF PARISH DEVELOPMENT OFFERS
GUIDANCE TO PARISHES THROUGH:

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
CONTACT US TO DISCUSS YOUR GOALS & NEEDS AND ALLOW US
TO EXPLAIN HOW WE MIGHT BE OF HELP.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
OFFICE OF PARISH DEVELOPMENT

3 South Prospect Avenue, Ste. I1

Park Ridge, IL 60068

Phone: (847) 825-1432

Email: jminetos@goarch.org

STEWARDSHIP ASSISTANCE:
Inspiring greater giving

in your parish

PARISH PLANNED GIVING
PROGRAMS: Guidance in
cultivating planned gifts

GRANT PROPOSAL RESEARCH
& WRITING: Help throughout
the grant proposal process
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of innovative educational,

cultural, and scholarship

programs that promote

an understanding of the
Orthodox faith, Hellenism,
and the relationship of the

two to America’s history

and multicultural landscape

for young people.

The Founding Members wish you

A DBlossed  Christinas

and a WWWW/W W@W/

MARIA ALLWIN

MR. & MRS. MERKOURIOS ANGELIADES

HoON. AMBASSADOR GEORGE L. ARGYROS

GEORGE D. BEHRAKIS*
NICHOLAS J. BOURAS*
JOoHN P. CALAMOS

JOHN A. CATSIMATIDIS
GEORGE COUMANTAROS*
JAMES S. CHANOS
ANDRE DIMITRIADIS

PETER GEORGIOPOULOS

CONSTANTINE IORDANOU
ELAINE JAHARIS
MICHAEL JAHARIS*
STEVEN JAHARIS
MICHAEL JOHNSON
PETER T. KIKIS*

HON. AMBASSADOR.
ELENI TSAKOPOULOS-KOUNALAKIS

GEORGE M. MARCUS
DENNIS MEHIEL
C. DEAN METROPOULOS

JAMES MOSHOVITIS*

HELLENISM

PANIKOS PAPANICOLAOU

JOHN PAPPAJOHN

JOHN A. PAYIAVLAS*

MR. & MRS. GEORGE SAKELLARIS
ALEXANDER G. SPANOS*

DEAN SPANOS

MICHAEL SPANOS

CHRIS SPYROPOULOS

KYRIAKOS TSAKOPOULOS
GEORGE J. TSUNIS

P. ROY VAGELOS
* Original Founding Member
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Kor;e Students’ Thanksgiving Day Feast

Koraes Elementary School students took part in a Thanksgiving Day Feast, which also included
faculty and clergy. The meal was prepared by the Koraes Parent Teacher Association (KPTA). The
lower grades made and wore pilgrim hats and American Indian headdresses. (top photo from left)
first grade students Maria Vavaroutsos, Demetria Psarros, Angelina Panos, and Anastasia Manasses
Nicoletta (below) Second grade students Drakes, Isabella Sides, Gabriela lliev, and Johnny Davenport.
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Junior GOYA Champions - St. Nicholas Juniors — San Jose.

West Coast Tournament Draws 350

SAN JOSE, Calif. — The 8" annual St.
Nicholas Volleyball Tournament on Oct.
12-14, drew more than 350 participants
from eight Greek Orthodox parishes in
northern California.

The tournament included teams in the
following divisions: Jr. GOYA (11-13 years
old); GOYA (1418 years old); Young Adults
(18-35); and Adults (35 and older).

The first round of games was played
in the parish gymnasium following din-
ner on Oct. 12, kicking off an enthusiastic
evening. The tournament continued all
day on Saturday with games being played

The teams which took home top hon-
ors were: Jr. GOYA: St. Nicholas Juniors,
St. Nicholas, San Jose; GOYA: Bumblers
Black, Annunciation, Sacramento; Young
Adult: Lucky 7, Saint Nicholas, San Jose;
Adult: 27 Blue, Annunciation Cathedral, San
Francisco. Four people also received Most
Valuable Player awards in their respective
divisions: Junior GOYA — Panayiota Good,
St. Nicholas Juniors, St. Nicholas, San Jose;
GOYA - Austin Vail, Bumblers Black, Annun-
ciation, Sacramento; Young Adult: Roger
Panayiotopoulos, Lucky 7, St. Nicholas, San
Jose; and Adult: Andy Salis, 27 Blue, Annun-
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Christmas Concerts Held at Many Venues

by Vicki Pappas

Ahost of concerts have been scheduled
for the Christmas holidays.

They include the following: Ascen-
sion Liturgical Choir of Oakland, Calif.,
presented its 43" annual concert “An
International Christmas” at the Ascension
Cathedral on Nov. 30. The event featured
chorus, orchestra, soloists, hymns, Messiah
excerpts, and a sing-along.

On Dec. 1, the Greater Boston Com-
mittee of the IOCC hosted its 25" annual
Christmas Concert at the Church of St. John
of Damascus. Christmas Carols were sung
by the by the chanters and choir members
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of Worcester and New England,
under the direction of Charles Marge.
They performed selections from traditional
Byzantine Chant to four-part Slavic music.

In New York on Dec. 8, The Metropoli-
tan Chorale, under the direction of Marina
Alexander presented “Magi and Shepherds”
at Annunciation Church.

The concert featured Vivaldi’s “Gloria”
along with Byzantine works by Tavener,
Renaissance works, contemporary carols,
and a traditional sing-along. Also on Dec.
8, at St. Spyridon Church in Washington
Heights, N.Y. the church offered a Holi-
day Benefit Concert of carols and sacred
songs, including the best selections of G.F.
Handel’s “Messiah.” The concert featured
the Hellenic Symphony Orchestra and
Chorus under the direction of Maestro
Dimitrios Fousteris, the Coro Lirico Choral
of New Brunswick, NJ, and the Ballet Arts,
Westchester Youth Chorus directed by
Helen Fousteris.

On Dec. 9 in Los Angeles St. Sophia Ca-
thedral presented its 15th Annual Christmas
Musicfest under the Byzantine Dome, this
year titled “Rejoice!” The concert included
Orthodox Christmas hymns and chants,
several selections from the oratorio Messiah
by George F. Handel, and traditional carols
of the holiday season. T

he concert featured three chanters:
Carole Choucair Oueijan, Dimitri Liogris,
and Michael Kontaxis along with Nicole
French, Suzanne Gilman, Eleni Pantages,
Michele Patzakis Prappas, Dalia Rodriguez,
Karen Sarames, Estelle Skouras, Kathy Spi-
los and Christopher Yokas as soloists. The
St. Sophia Cathedral Choir and Chamber
Ensemble was under the direction of Jim H.
Kollias, and the Harmonies of St. Thomas
all Girls’ Choir, under the direction of An-
tonio Espinal.

The Zoodochos Peghe Choir in the
Bronx, in conjunction with the members of
the Direct Archdiocesan District Federation
of Church Musicians, will offer a Christmas
Concerton Dec. 15 at the Zoodochos Peghe
Church. Eleni Traganas serves as music
director.

On Dec. 16 at Carnegie Hall, the Arch-
diocesan Byzantine and Youth Choirs will
perform a benefit concert at Carnegie Hall
for the ancient church of the Holy Archan-
gels. The concert program will feature a
selection of ecclesiastical hymns from the
Christmas period performed by the Arch-
diocesan Byzantine Choir in Greek.

The Archdiocesan Youth Choir will
perform a number of American Christmas
songs and Greek traditional Kalanda to
usher in the holiday season. The concert
will begin at 6 p.m.

at San Jose City College. After a full day of
competition, the players attended a din-
ner and Glendi at the St. Nicholas Church
Fellowship Hall.

After the Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas
Church, championship games were played
in front of supportive parishioners, friends
and family.

Parishes at the tournament were Holy
Cross, Belmont; Resurrection, Castro Val-
ley; Ascension Cathedral, Oakland; Annun-
ciation, Sacramento; St. Nicholas, San Jose;
St. Basil, Stockton; Annunciation Cathedral
and Holy Trinity, San Francisco.

There were 31 teams in all. The tourna-
ment chairman was Mr. George Spilios, a
long-time parishioner from Saint Nicholas
Church in San Jose, who has been enthusi-
astically leading this effort for several years.

ciation Cathedral, San Francisco.

GOYA Champions - Bumblers Black, Annuncia-
tion Church - Sacramento.

Young Adult Champions - Lucky 7, St. Nicholas Church - San Jose.



0RTHO[)0X 0BSERVER ————— DECEMBER 2012

,_t i ,‘l - \l.'\\ l"" _h"-
; ’ :t‘ :;‘:1 ‘ul‘ ‘ﬁ.; ' k ﬂt 1.;'-"
!'I 'V ) ‘ P % i_ “.__ LLE
e *E-*o.“‘ 3

Sk +“
s “‘ b Hu 1.’ :ﬁ\ ] ! .
..'. I'::'lﬁﬁ- ‘i‘i‘ﬁ“%ﬂw \ i " t‘!%“ﬁ'ﬁ e b n.‘, 4 1

: 1} '1 '_'L?{‘qty1lzh;q~1n \
; 1S i ,,u}i{;;ﬂ

\‘n
BTN f"‘*\}
] 1-,'::“" -c_"'r:". ~1I‘,‘1
\*‘1" T
L A




DECEMBER 2012

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

27

CHA

= uh % BT =%

G WA TG B

———t—

(GIFTS OF THE INCARNATION

by Aalin Bellinger

As Christmas rolls towards America this
year, we begin to experience the inevitable
deluge of media showering us with images
of flashy and luxurious gift-items that we
and our loved ones ‘deserve’. While there
is nothing wrong with the custom of gift-
giving as such, in this season we as God’s
people concern ourselves more with a dif-
ferent level of gift, the gift to mankind of
Christ’s incarnation and birth at Bethlehem.

So what are the gifts given to man by
Christ’s incarnation? To ponder this, we first
remember the old story of man’s creation
and fall. On the sixth day, after making
heaven, the earth, and all other creatures,
“God said, ‘Let us make man in Our Image,
according to Our likeness™ (Gen. 1:206).
This is the true and original nature of man:
God’s Image, a share in His love, power, and
rational nature, which includes free choice
and a vocation for eternal communion that
mirrors the fellowship of the trinity.

The story goes on, however, to the
great tragedy of man’s fall. In order to
shield Adam and Eve from their dangerously
powerful freedom before maturity, God set
them one commandment: “from the tree of
the knowledge ofgood and evil you may not
eat; for in whatever day you eat from it, you
shall die” (Gen. 2:17). However, our first
parents disobeyed and ate, bringing them,
their posterity, and all creation under the
law of sin and death. From here on man’s
history descends from bad to worse, from
fratricide, to war, sexual immorality, idola-
try, materialism, demon-worship—the law
of sin and death reigning in the world and
the original, Divine Image soiled and all but
obliterated in men’s hearts.

In what St. Athanasius calls this ‘divine
dilemma,’ what is the good and loving God
to do? He cannot simply repeal the law
of death while remaining consistent with
Himself, Who is Truth; and yet in love for

man, He would not see His creatures and
His Image in them perish. The wondrous
solution is the incarnation. As St. Athanasius
explains,

“For this purpose, then, the...Word
of God entered our world....taking a body
like our own, because all our bodies were
liable to the corruption of death, He sur-
rendered His body to death instead of all,
and offered it to the Father. This He did out
of sheer love for us, so that in His death all
might die, and the law of death thereby be
abolished because, having fulfilled in His
body that for which it was appointed, it
was thereafter voided of its power for man.”
(Athanasius, 11.11).

So this is the first gift of the incarnation,
the release of tortured mankind from the
law of sin and death through the crucifixion
of Christ’s body which He took up for this
purpose.

But this is not all, for beyond freeing
men from the law of sin and death which
prevented them from doing what is right;
He also renews in us the Divine Image and
power for right actions and communion.
St. Athanasius uses this analogy:

“You know what happens when a
portrait that has been painted on a panel
becomes obliterated through external
stains. The artist does not throw away the
panel, but the subject of the portrait has to
come and sit for it again, and then the like-
ness is redrawn on the same material. Even
so was it with the All-Holy Son of God. He,
the Image of the Father, came and dwelt in
our midst, in order that He might renew
mankind made after Himself,” (Athanasius,
1I1.18).

By taking up a human body and na-
ture and joining it to His Divine Nature,
the Word of God restores and sanctifies
mankind, joining him and through him all
of creation to God with an even more pro-
found and intimate connection than before.

Finally, as well as abolishing death and

recreating man’s Divine Image, through
taking flesh Jesus is able to teach and solicit
the faith of confused men who had become
entangled in the fleshly things of the world.
As St. Athanasius says, “He became Himself
an object for the senses, so that those who
were seeking God in sensible things might
apprehend the Father through the works
which He, the Word of God, did in the
body” (Athanasius, I11.19). For worshippers
of creation, He walked on water and calmed
tempests. For those concerned with food,
He multiplied loaves in the wilderness.
For spirit-worshippers, He cast out spirits
and demons. Not content with restoring
our bare ability to follow God, through His
human body the eternal Word preached,
taught, and worked miracles, that man
might be given every possible help toward
accepting the salvation God wills to give.

What great gifts! What undeserved and
overwhelming generosity. In this season of
gift-giving, let us not forget to partake of
the greatest of gifts: our deliverance from
sin and death, the restored Divine Image
in our hearts, and the guidance of Christ’s
teachings and His church to bring us into
these. In our preparation and celebration
of the Nativity this year, may each of us be
born into greater communion with the God
who was born among us. Amen.

(All Bible quotes from The Orthodox
Study Bible, 2008 Ed. All St. Athanasius
quotes from his work On the Incarnation,
from Readaclassic.com, Layout and Cover
Copy 2008)

Helen (Aalin) Bellinger is currently
a paraprofessional at Tobin Montessori
School in Cambridge, Mass.. She lives in
Watertown, Mass.. and attends Holy Res-
urrection Bulgarian Orthodox Church in
Allston. She received a B.A. in Liberal Arts
from St. John’s College, Annapolis, Md., in
2012. She has served at the Metropolis of
Boston Camp Staff 2010-2011.

CHRISTMAS PARTIES WITH A PURPOSE

Naturally, Christmas is a time where we
gather with family and friends to celebrate
and enjoy each other’s company. We gather
to eat, we sing a few carols, and we ex-
change gifts.But the purpose of Christmas is
much more than a retail holiday or vacation
time. In this beautiful season, we are given
the ultimate gift of Jesus Christ. We are also
blessed to have our communities, families,
friends, and our youth groups. With all of
these blessings, why not share in the joy?

FOR PARENTS
AND YOUTH WORKERS

¢ Did you know that we have resources
for Christmas and New Year’s Day?
Visit the Youth Department website
for sessions and retreats: www.goarch.
org/archdiocese/departments/youth/
youthworkers/sessions/sessions

* Don’tforget to sign up for the YOUTH
WORKER PULSE! This is the weekly
listserv of the Department of Youth
and Young Adult Ministries. Subscrib-
ers will receive valuable tips, tools, and
resources for creating a successful and

transformative youth ministry experi-
ence. Sign up today at www.youth.
goarch.org.
CHRIST IS BORN,
GLORIFY HIM!!

Why not make your youth group Christmas
celebrations serve a greater purpose?

Here are a few ideas for Parties with
a Purpose.

FEED OTHERS FIRST

Before you sit down to have a Christ-
mas party meal, make dinner and take
it to a local shelter or halfway house. Or
take your youth group to prepare meals at
the local soup kitchen. You can also bake
Christmas cookies, package them up in nice
cookie tins, and deliver them to shut-ins and
elderly people in nursing homes. After feed-
ing others, then sit down to enjoy a meal
together as a family.

GIVE TO OTHERS FIRST

Instead of having a gift exchange, con-
tact the local shelter or children’s hospital to
see if there are families with wish lists. Then,
as a youth group, go shopping to fulfill the
needs of some of the families. Bring items
back to wrap or prepare for delivery. Then
after delivering the gifts, go grab a bite to
eat as a group and discuss how you can
contribute throughout the year.

BE WITH OTHERS FIRST

There are those who do not have fam-
ily or friends to join at a Christmas party.
So take the Christmas joy and fellowship
out into your community. Have a Travel-
ing Party... Ask your parish priests about
families and individuals who could use a

friendly face, a warm greeting, and a few
Christmas carols.
Other ways to have a Christmas Party with
Purpose
1) Ask everyone to bring a bag of canned
goods to take to the local food pantry.
2) Connect with your parish Philoptochos
or other local philanthropic organizations
to organize a Christmas fundraising event.
Funds can go to any charity or cause you can
imagine... IOCC, OCMC, Feeding America,
Make-A-Wish Foundation, etc,
3) Gather together and make cards/icons
to send to those who serve in the Military
OR to send to missionaries throughout the
world.
WEBSITE OF CHARITIES AND

PHILANTHROPIC ORGANIZATIONS
* Feeding America Website — www.feedin-
gamerica.org
* JOCC Website — www.iocc.org
* Make-a-Wish Foundation Website — www.
wish.org
* National Ladies Philoptochos Society —
www.philoptochos.org
* Nothing-But-Nets Foundation Website
www.nothingbutnets.net/nets-save-lives
* OCMC Website — www.ocmc.org
* Red Cross “Holiday Mail for Heroes”
Website — www.redcross.org/holidaymail
* Soles4Souls Shoe Recycling Charity Web-
site -- www.soles4souls.org

Registration Open for
Youth \Xorker, Camp

Conference

The 11" Annual Orthodox Christian
Camp & Youth Worker Conference
provides an arena for Orthodox youth
workers from different jurisdictions to
share and provide resources. The con-
ference will include keynote and guest
speakers, educational presentations,
break out sessions and fellowship. All
Orthodox parish and diocese youth
workers, camp directors and staff, and
OCEF chaplains are invited to attend.
Location: Austin, Texas Conference
Dates: January 24-26, 2013

This year’s conference is being hosted
by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America National Department of Youth
and Young Adult Ministries. Events will
be held at the Transfiguration Greek
Orthodox Church.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, visit one
of the two links below:

* Department of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries website www.goarch.
org/archdiocese/departments/youth/
camping/2013

* Orthodox Christian Camp Associa-
tion website www.orthodoxcamps.org/
conference.html

Early Bird Registration Ends Jan. 1

OCF - Orthodox
Christian Fellowship

The Orthodox Christian Fellowship
(OCF) is the official collegiate campus
ministry program under the Assembly
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of
North and Central America. The mis-
sion is to support fellowships on college
campuses, whose members experience
and witness to the Orthodox Christian
Church through community life, prayer,
service to others and study of the Faith.
Here are two opportunities for students
to join in fellowship, service, and faith:

2012 OCF College Conference
Each year during Christmas Break OCF
College Conferences host hundreds
of college students from across North
America for four days of fellowship,
prayer, and some of the best Orthodox
Speakers around. Conferences are cur-
rently held at the Antiochian Village in
Pennsylvania and St. Nicholas Ranch in
California. For more information or to
register, visit: www.ocf.net/wikis/pro-
grams/college-conference.aspx

2013 OCF Real Break

The Real Break program provides an
alternative to the “traditional” Spring
Break . It exists to provide the most au-
thentic experience possible, modeled as
a full Christian lifestyle, which includes
fellowship, prayer within community,
witness and service. OCF organizes
both domestic and international trips
to give College students the opportunity
to serve those less fortunate and to do
something “real” for themselves and for
God. OCF’s Real Break has been running
since 2000 with over a thousand stu-
dents participating in these life-changing
trips. Past trips have included: Mexico,
Guatemala, Jerusalem, Constantinople,
Raphael House, Saint Basil Academy,
Greece, Dominican Republic, El Sal-
vador, Romania, Buenos Aires, Alaska,
and more.




METROPOLIS
OF CHICAGO

His EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN
IAKOVOS oF CHICAGO

AND HIS GRACE. BISHOP
DEMETRIOS OF MOKISSOS
TOGETHER WITH THE CLERGY &
FAITHFUL OF THE

Hory METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO

PRAY THAT THE JOY, PEACE & LOVE

OF THE INCARNATE CHRIST BE WITH
YOU AND YOURS THIS CHRISTMAS AND
THROUGHOUT THE NEW YEAR 2013.
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Bishop John of Amorion

Bishop John Christodoulos Kallos, 84,
the first American-born ordained bishop,
died Dec. 1.

Funeral services took place Dec. 7 at
the Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta.

He was born March 29, 1928 in Chi-
cago and completed his public education
in Somerville, Mass.

He was ordained as a bishop on Jan.
17, 1971, at the Annunciation Cathedral
in Houston by Archbishop Iakovos, with
Bishop Silas of Amphipolis and Bishop Iako-
vos of Apameia as co-consecrators, Bishop
John became the first American-born bishop
in the Greek Orthodox Church. He was the
first Bishop of the Greek Orthodox Dio-
cese of Atlanta (1981-1988), and the first
president of St. Photios Greek Orthodox
National Shrine, St. Augustine, Fla. (1989-
1999). He also served as auxiliary bishop in
Houston (1971-1973), and Denver (1974-
1977), as diocesan bishop in Charlotte
(1978-1980), and Atlanta (1981-1989).
On Jan. 1, 1989, for reasons of health, he
resigned as bishop of Atlanta.

Bishop John was bestowed the title
Bishop of Amorion by Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and the Holy Synod of Con-
stantinople on Oct. 15, 1992. He received
honors from his Alma Maters, Church of
Finland and the Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

Bishop John was born on March 29,
1928, in Chicago to James and Kaliope
Kallos. His parents were from Alatsata, Asia
Minor, located near the island of Chios.
Bishop John had no siblings but had many
first cousins in the U.S. and in Greece. He
grew up and was educated in the Boston
area. He was a graduate of Boston College
(Chestnut Hill, Mass.), Holy Cross Theologi-
cal School (Brookline, Mass.) and the Divin-
ity School, University of Athens (Greece).
He also pursued graduate studies at the
Ecumenical Institute (Geneva, Switzerland),
Huntingdon College (Montgomery, Ala.),
Harvard Divinity School and Episcopal
Theological School (Cambridge, Mass.).

He was ordained a deacon on Aug. 15,
1955, by Bishop Athenagoras of Elaias at the
Dormition Church, Somerville, Mass., and a
priest on Oct. 21, 1956, by Bishop Athena-
goras at the Holy Cross Seminary Chapel,
Brookline. At Holy Cross, he served as arch-
deacon, assistant librarian, assistant dean,
dean of students, registrar and instructor.

He also was a priest at St. Demetrios
Church, Fall River, Mass., Annunciation
Church, Montgomery, Ala., Holy Trinity
Cathedral, Charlotte, N.C. and at the Dormi-
tion Church, Somerville, Mass. Bishop John
also served as at Holy Cross.

He also served as a supply priest to
several other churches and established the
American Greek Orthodox Community at
the U.S. Air Base in Athens, Greece, where
he served as auxiliary civilian chaplain.
He also held board positions with several
ecumenical and Orthodox Christian orga-
nizations and was a prolific author, writing
numerous articles, pamphlets and 10 books
about the Greek Orthodox faith, including
“What about the Holy Mandylion and the
Turin Shroud,” “St. Photios, Patriarch of
Constantinople,” “An Analysis and Critique
of the Photian Schism,” “Patriarch Meletios
Metaxakis,” and “St. Photios Shrine.” He
wrote 200 articles which have appeared in
various journals and newspapers. In 1984
he authored the article “Greek Orthodox
Church in the South” which appeared in
the “Encyclopedia of Religion in the South,”
and was a contributing writer to the weekly
“The Hellenic Voice” (Boston).

In 2005, he authored the five volume
series “Glory to God.” In 2006 he estab-
lished the Bishop John Kallos Scholarship

Fund in memory of his parents, James and
Kaliope Kallos, at the Holy Cross Theologi-
cal School.

As a long time resident in Tucker,
Georgia, Bishop John enjoyed reading,
writing, gardening, walking and traveling in
his active retirement. He made pilgrimages
to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople (Turkey), Patriarchate of Alexandria
(Egypt), Patriarchate of Jerusalem (Israel),
Mount Athos (Greece), and St. Katherine’s
Monastery (Mt. Sinai), as well as, at the
Diocese’s Cathedrals of St. Nicholas (Myra,
Turkey) and of the Theotokos (Amorion,
Turkey) and various shrines and monaster-
ies throughout Greece.

Fr. Constantine Dombalis

RICHMOND, Va. -- The Rev. Dr. Con-
stantine Nicholas Dombualis, for more than
40 years the spiritual leader of Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen Cathedral and a leading
ecumenical voice in the state and region,
died Nov., 16 at his winter home in Vero
Beach, Fla. He was 87.

A native of Norfolk who grew up in
Raleigh, N.C., Fr. Dombalis guided his
congregation for 42 years until his retire-
mentin 1996 and saw the church become a
cathedral as it grew in stature from modest
beginnings downtown to its establishment
at 30 Malvern Avenue, where a new parish
hall was recently named in honor of the
dean emeritus. His list of national, regional
and local honors stretched from service as
ambassador representative to the United
Nations 38th General Session in 1983
and as a member of the U.S. Civil Rights
Commission to leadership of the Virginia
Council of Churches and the Richmond
Area Ministers Association. He was proud
to have established an interfaith chapel at
Richmond International Airport and took
his turn ministering to travelers.

Fr. Dombalis was known as a bridge
builder among denominations in the Rich-
mond area, and won praise for his dedica-
tion to racial and community harmony.
Among his many honors for those efforts
was the Brotherhood Award by the National
Conference of Christians and Jews.

Fr. Dombalis was born July 29, 1925,
the son of Nick and Helen Dombalis.

He graduated with a bachelor of theol-
ogy degree from Hellenic College in Brook-
line, Mass., where also received a master of
theological study degree from Holy Cross
Theological Seminary. He also held degrees
from the Harvard Divinity School and Co-
lumbia University. He married Mary Fourgis
of Mount Pleasant, Pa., in June 1954. They
became parents of two sons, Nicholas and
Christopher. He was ordained as a deacon
in 1954 at Holy Trinity Church in Raleigh,
N.C., and as a priest at Sts. Constantine and
Helen in July 1854 by Archbishop Michael.

Fr. Dombalis served as the archdioce-
san vicar of the Greek Orthodox churches in
Virginia during his tenure at the cathedral.

Among many state appointments, he
served as chairman of the board of the Vir-
ginia Department of Rehabilitative Services
and was on the board of visitors of Virginia
Commonwealth University. He served on
boards ranging from the Virginia State Bar
Disciplinary Committee to a gubernatorial
panel on electricity costs. In addition to his
service at the United Nations, Fr. Dombalis
was a member of the U.S. Holocaust Me-
morial Council and the U.S. Commission
for UNESCO.

Fr. Dombalis is survived by his wife of
57 years, Mary Christine Fourgis Dombalis;
and two sons and their families: Nicholas
and Monica Dombalis of Houston and their

[> fo next page
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Adopt-a-Family-Project

President Skeadas stated, “Our work as
Philoptochos is not complete, as the crisis is
far from over. Let us think about the faithful
who have lost their homes, their livelihood,
their laughter and their dreams. It is our
duty as stewards of Philoptochos to provide
the hope, the trust and the confidence that
their lives will be improved with our sup-
port and assistance. Give a family a new
start by helping to rebuild their lives. The
rebuilding of this hope, this trust, and this
confidence can be accomplished through
the National Philoptochos Society Adopt-
a-Family Project.”

This voluntary project addresses the
immediate and long-term needs of primar-
ily the Orthodox victims of the tragedy.
National Philoptochos will partner with
each Philoptochos chapter to help one
family in need. Donations of gift cards are
most helpful so families may purchase what
they need.

Philoptochos chapters or stewards
who wish to participate should contact
National Philoptochos Disaster Relief
Chairman Dee Nicolaou at 813.991.9026
or cnicolaou@tampabay.rr.com for further
information.

Denver Metropolis Presents Grant

[> from page 7

motor skills and strengthens them mentally
and physically. These activities respond to
the Avondale House mission to provide
children and young adults with autism the
education and training to develop to their
fullest potential.

The Metropolis of Denver also received
a$10,000 National Philoptochos grant from

the Children’s Medical Fund to be present-
ed to the Texas Children’s Hospital Heart
Center in Houston Texas for the purchase
of a Transeso-phageal Echo (TEE) probe
for use in cardiac cauterization, diagnostic
procedures and cardiovascular surgeries;
and a $2,000 grant from the Autism As-
sistance Fund for the Child Study Center
in Fort Worth, Texas to provide treatment
services with individualized instructors
providing skill building.

OBITUARIES

[> from previous page

children, Ashley and Nicholas; and Christo-
pher and Jennifer Dombalis of Westfield,
NJ., and their children, Taylor and Alexis;
and his sister, Pauline Chakeres of Spring-
field, Ohio. He was preceded in death by
his parents, Nick and Helen Dombalis of
Raleigh.

The funeral took place at the Cathedral
Nov. 21 with burial in Westhampton Memo-
rial Gardens. The family requests that dona-
tions be made to the Dombalis Scholarship
Fund at the Cathedral.

Fr. Angelo Gavalas

NEW YORK - Fr. Angelo Harry Gava-
las, 86 a retired priest who had served the
Church in many capacities over more than
six decades, died Nov. 24.

He was born Aug. 10, 1926 in Nashua,
N.H., and moved with his family to Seattle
at a young age. He graduated from high
school in Seattle and enrolled for a year at
Carbon College in Price, Utah, then studied
at Holy Cross School of Theology. He had
also studied Portland State University in
Oregon for a year and at St. Vladimir’s Or-
thodox Seminary in Crestwood, N.Y., where
he received a bachelor’s degree in divinity in
1969. He married Ismene Vozeolas of Low-
ell, Mass., in August 1950, and was ordained
as adeacon in Boston in October 1950, and
as a priest in Salt Lake City by Archbishop
Michael in December 1950.

He served at Holy Trinity Church in
Salt Lake City for a year in 1950-51, and at
Assumption in Price, Utah, from September
1951 to November 1953.

He served at Holy Trinity in Portland,
Oregon from November 1953 to August
1961 and at Three Hierarchs in Brooklyn,
N.Y., until September 1983.

He then served as director of the De-
partment of Youth and as spiritual advisor
and pastor at Saint Basil Academy from June
1982 until his retirement on Oct. 1, 1990.

As Archdiocesan Youth Director he
helped nurture the YAL movement in the
1980s. The funeral took place Nov. 29 at
Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral with
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane representing

Archbishop Demetrios.

Survivors include his wife, Ismene;
four children, Harry, Elaine, George and
Catherine; and other relatives.

The family requested that, in lieu of
flowers, donations be made to the Ronald
McDonald House of New York.

Presbytera
Athena Theodore

BLUE POINT, N.Y. — Presbytera Athena
Theodore died on Nov. 11. She was the
spouse of the late Fr. Constantine Theo-
dore, the first ordained priest (June 1942)
of the first graduating class of Holy Cross
Seminary, then located in Pomfret, Conn.

She served alongside Fr. Constantine at
St. Spyridon Church in Newport, RI., and
at St. John the Baptist Church in Blue Point.

A trisagion was celebrated in her
memory by Fr. Mark Leondis of St. Mark’s
Church in Boca Raton, Fla., and Fr. Chris
Metropulos of St. Demetrios Church, Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. While growing up on Long
Island, Fr. Chris was an altar boy of Fr.
Constantine.

Fr. Mark read a letter of condolence
from Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta.

Funeral services took place Nov. 19,
officiated by Fr. Andrew Cadieux, current
pastor of St. John the Baptist Church, as-
sisted by Fr. Elias Nicholas (assistant priest)
at St. Paraskevi, Greenlawn, N.Y.

Presbytera Marilyn Magoulias, widow of
the late Fr. Nicholas Magoulias of St. Paul,
Hempstead, N.Y., also attended. Presby-
tera Athena is survived by two sons, Christ
and Anthony; a daughter-in-law, Mary;
grandchildren, Dean and spouse Patty,
and Leontia; a sister, Genevieve Scaltsas of
Boynton Beach, Fla.; a brother-in-law and
sister-in-law, Harry and Maria Theodore of
Jamaica Plain, Mass., and other relatives. She
was predeceased by two brothers-in-law,
Michael and Pan Theodore; by her brother,
William A. Scaltsas.

Donations in her memory should be di-
rected to St. Mark Greek Orthodox Church,
2100 NW 51* St., Boca Raton, Fla. 33431,
or to St. John Greek Orthodox Church, 77
Montauk Highway, Blue Point, N.Y. 11715.
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YOUR CONNECTION TO SOUTH FLORIDA

Specializing in Commercial
& Residential Real Estate Brokerage
From Miami To Palm Beach

Gus Trataros Realtor:
561.716.0653 / 305.2R5.7272
gtrataros(@sky

 SPECIAL DISCOUNTS |

Offered to Communities,
Organizations, Church festivals
and all other functions.

Kontos Foods famous for its POCKET-LESS PITA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

Fillo

' f‘"“\ Spanakopita
Kataifi N

Tyropita

with the highest quality ingredients
Courteous Service * WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

Exclusive Distributor for USA & CANADA of TRIKOMITES HALOUMI

KONTOS FOODS, INC + EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President ]
BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
(973) 278-2800 - Fax: (973) 278-7943

MARKOS

travel service

Ka@nuepivéc avaxwpnoeic
pe Delta, KLM, Alitalia, Lufthansa

N

Mg emoTpOPr) oo $349*

Meploplopévog aplBuodg BEaewv

MrHocig Xwpic oTabuo
*3uv @Opoug

KAcioTe 0€0¢€1G TOPQ ANTAMNOKPIZEIX ¥ OAH THN AMEPIKH
Kal KEPJioTE ATNIZTEYTA XAMHAEZ TIMEX

Nationwide toll free
800-243-7728
INa Connecticut 800-842-8260

E-mail: mmtravel1981@sbcglobal.net
Mépkog XaT{nkwveTavTis, ISIOKTHTNS

MARKOS TRAVEL
169 Hang Dog Lane

Wethersfield, CT 06109
860-296-1722
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The ORTHODOX 0BSERVER has been offering
Greek Orthodox faithful in America
and around the world news from our
Archdiocese, our Metropolises and
our parishes for almost 40 years.
Originally begun primarily as a
theological magazine by Archbishop

~ Athenagoras in the 1930s,

the ORTHODOX OBSERVER was transformed
into its present format and role by
Archbishop lakovosin 1971.

Each member of the national Church
continues to receive a complimentary

copy of the ORTHODOX 0BSERVER as part of

| their stewardship to their local parish.

Opver the years, mailing and printing
costs have continued to rise and
have outpaced increases in the
ORTHODOX OBSERVER'S income resources.
Advertising revenue and donations
contribute to our revenue, but an
increasing shortfall exists because of

' these rising costs.

The ORTHODOX OBSERVER, which will print
10 issues in 2013, has initiated a
campaign to raise additional funds
for these rising costs. We invite you
to participate as a Donor, Patron or
Special Patron.

Voluntary donations are welcome in
one of the following categories:

* DONOR $25 ¢ PATRON $50
S PECIAL PATRON $100

Special Patrons will receive
a complimentary DVD
of the award winning:
‘)((/7)1!9'6'/1}.‘

-~ ry I e
The Resurrection of Christ 1220 o

Those contributing to the campaign
will receive a special mention in each

issue of the ORTHODOX OBSERVER.
*The ORTHODOX OBSERVER welcomes gifts

of any size, including sponsorship
of a full issue.

I For more information contact Marissa

Costidis at phone: 212-570-3555.

Yes, I want to Support our ORTHODOX 0BSERVEI{

Enclosed is my 2012-2013
Ecclesiastical Year donation.

D $25" Donor D $50" Patron
$100™ Special Patron

Special Patrons will receive a complimentary DVD of the award winning:

“Pascha: Tpe Reswrrection of Christ

I Address:
1

State: Zip:

: City: __

: Phone:

E-Mail:

1

1 SUBSCRIBER’S NUMBER (located above your name on the mailing label):
1

: Tauthorize the ORTHODOX 0BSERVER to charge my:

D 0628 olfe] Cull

1
1 Card No.:

UE=

Expiration Date:

: Name on Card:

I
Signature:

Thank you for your generosity.

Mail this form and/or make your check payable to:

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

8 EAST 79TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10075-0106

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

TRANSLATION SERVICES

NAPLES FLORIDA REAL ESTATE
Vicky Lewis
Realtor

239.777.4904

Vicky@Vickyl.ewisNaples.com
www. VickylLewisNaples.com

MIAQ EAAHNIKA
DOWNING-FRYE REALTY, INC.

FOR SALE - 2 GRAVES for 4 burials. Clover Leaf Memorial
Park, Rtes. 1&35, Woodbridge, NJ. Wishingell Section,
Plots 238, graves 1&2. Value $ 7,719.00 (includes all fees)
will take $6,500 o/b/o. Call Georgia Alikas at 727.771.6407

MOUNT ATHOS PILGRIMAGE

May 15 to May 29, 2013
For information please contact Theofilos Russos
at (714) 535-0975 - www.mtathospilgrimage.com
Exclusively for Men

How Karis’ Kitten Got Its Name
New Greek themed children’s book
Karis and her Yiayia name
a new kitten together.
Fun and educational.
By GEORGIA FLAMBOURIS

Available on: Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com
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Mail this coupon to the Orthodox Observer
8 East 79" Street, New York, NY 10075

AND
Ask your parish to forward your name and new address to the
Observer in order for you to continue receiving the newspaper
IF
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR OLD LABEL

Contact us if you need:

« Certified Greek — English - Greek translations
« Help with legal matters in Greece such as
inheritance, citizenship, registrations, divorce, efc.
« Help with immigration applications/matters in US
« Someone to write a book or an autobiography

E-mail: leotaurina@yahoo.com

Call: 914.693.8025 or 646.460.0470

Many years of experience

GREEK ARTS

Artist Direct
..Free Shlpplng

GREEK COSTUMES
Made to order by: HELEN CAMPBELL
2314 DEMARET DR. , DUNEDIN, FL. 34689

127.736.6343
PHOTO SERVICES-VARIOUS

Dimitrios Photography &Video
o Purdbase Phetes from alll events vt

WWWAIa oS GO
Vow can find ws on Facaboolk

CALL NOW (516) 931-2333

GUIDELINES
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

1) Conventional photographs:

We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed
on photographic paper. Photographs should be sharp
and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either Ink-
jet or Laser and photocopies or clippings of previously
published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs:

We accept digital pictures if they conform to the
following specifications:

* Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200
pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you scan
a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a minimum of
300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own photos, send
the actual photo.)

* File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files
and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality)

* Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.

* Image files placed within any word-processing file
or any other application are not accepted.

* Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, DVD/
CD-ROM, (Disks can not be returned).

* E-mail to: observer@goarch.org ¢ lefteris@goarch.
org. In the subject line write only the word “photos”

VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and do not
include them in the body of the e-mail or they will not be usable.

3) Please include information about the photo(s);
place, time and event as well as the names of all persons
shown, left to right.
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CENTER FOR FAMILY CARE - FAMILY CONNECTIONS

I by Vasie-Leigh Andriotis

As a person in the Facebook era, I
am showered by daily “status” updates
and photographs of my friends’ chil-
dren. There is such a great joy and
anticipation when a child comes into
the world or just your world. Family
and friends are so happy to see those
new little faces that they have been
anticipating. It is hard to contain the
excitement.

It must have been unimaginable
for Mary and Joseph, preparing to give
birth to the Son of God. There were
however, no baby showers, decorating
nurseries or registering for gifts, just
a long donkey ride to Bethlehem to
register for King Herod’s census. This
mother and father were not greeted by
numerous Tweets or Facebook mes-
sages within seconds of His birth. They
were alone in that cave in Bethlehem,
except for a few simple animals and the
far away star to tell of His birth. We are
only told of three gifts offered to the
new baby. Sometimes God’s greatest
gifts come initially with relative silence
and little fanfare.

About five years ago, my husband
and I decided to become foster par-
ents. We both just kept being drawn
to the idea, but had many concerns
running through our heads. We hoped
we would meet expectations to be ac-
cepted by our agency. We wondered
how we would feel if a child or chil-
dren placed with us would then have
to be eventually returned to their birth
family. We hoped for a younger child
or children, how long would we wait
to get our wish? We did our training,
passed the background checks, com-
pleted the home inspection and then
we waited to get approved.

In the process of being approved, I
did feel a bit like Mary getting bounced
around on the donkey during that long
journey, taking one step at a time, never
knowing when we would get counted
in. It was about a year and a half after
we started training that we got our
first placement, a sibling group of two
girls. With just 3 hours notice of the
placement from our case worker, two
became four. My husband and I, were
in our house, with the two kids, with
no clothes for them to wear, no idea of
what they ate, what they were allergic
to or what their life was like, however,
we had totally fallen in love. Any of the
worries we had during that process,
were over shadowed by the awesome
joy of parenthood. It was one of the
greatest gifts that we had had up to that
point as a married couple and no one
we love knew, just my husband, and I
and God.

There are so many gifts that the
Lord brings us that come quietly and
go without little notice. Last year, my
oldest friend came from across the
country for a visit. Lisa and I grew up
together and we have been like sisters.
There was not a stage in our lives that
we did not trudge through together.
Like girlfriends do, we chatted till late
in the night by ourselves, reflecting on
our three decades of friendship. We
confessed our thoughts to each other
as if we would not see each other again.
We told each other how much we loved
and cared for each other. Telling some-
one what you mean to them is such a
simple act, but is one of the most pre-
cious gifts you can give.

At this time of the Christmas, we of-
ten reflect on the best or biggest Christ-
mas gift we have given or received. We

f

think about a special Christmas we had
as a child and want to do that for our
own children. What if we also took a
moment during all of the excitement
that is this season to thank God for
our best or biggest non-gift? This is the
kind of gift that has no packaging, no
receipt, no one may even know about
it and it may have come in relative
silence. Maybe this gift was your first
confession at summer camp in when
you felt the Grace of God? Perhaps it
was the day you found out you where
expecting and only you and God knew,
if just for a few hours. There may have
been someone who noticed you had a
financial or physical need and stepped
in to help as if they were an angle sent
by God. God brings us gifts in silence,
so that we can hear Him and know He
is present. The Grace of God does
not have wrapping or ribbons, but is
covered in love.

While you are in traffic coming
back from the mall, on your way to
church or coming back from a holiday
event, this would be a great time to
share with your children some of these
gifts. Tell them about the people who
did kind things for you in silence.

Share with them a special moment
when you felt our Lord in your life. You
may have felt that star shine down and
you knew God was with you, just like
He was on that first Christmas. Take
the opportunity while children are on
break from school to ncourage them
to emulate St. Nicholas and Saint Basil,
who showed their generosity to others

in secrecy. Challenge your children to
give gifts in silence. They could draw a
picture and put it on the doorstep of an
elderly neighbor. Ask Yiayia and Papou
to spend time with them, rake leaves
or shovel snow for someone in need
or they can pray about it and just let
God be their guide. Sometimes these
moments just present themselves.

So why does God proceed quietly
sometimes? Why did he bring the King
of Man into the world in a manger? We
learn later in the story of the Nativity,
that Herod did not have honorable in-
tentions for the baby Jesus. The Magi
were warned of this in a dream. Christ
was born under simple circumstances,
because the gift of the Messiah would
be a threat to power of people like King
Herod. You may have asked yourself,
what ever happened to the children we
fostered. They were returned home and
our hearts were broken. We couldn’t
understand it at the time, but before
too long, our daughter was born. She
is the love of our lives and our most
precious gift. Lastly, why did I mention
my friend Lisa? Six weeks after her visit,
she unexpectedly passed away. Out of
nowhere, she was gone. I believe that
God prepared me for losing her, by
giving us that time together and those
three simple words, “I love you”. Her
friendship is one of most priceless gifts
in my life.

God’s silent gifts often prepare us
for what is to come. These gifts are
not presents, but the Grace of the Holy
Spirit. His Grace brings us comfort,

strength and guidance. God quietly
brought his Son into the world to pre-
pare us for His greatest gift, forgiveness
of sins and life everlasting. What silent
gift has He brought you and your fam-
ily this year that is the most cherished?

Did you acknowledge it? What
silent gift can you offer in return that
will bring His presence and grace to
someone in preparation of Christmas,
or in the coming year?

Vasie-Leigh Andriotis completed
her M.Div at Holy Cross Greek Ortho-
dox School of Theology in 1997. She is
the former director of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries for the Metropolis of
Pittsburgh. Her current role is as mom,
wife and volunteer.

FAMILY QUOTES

The day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night [...] But you are not
in darkness, brethren, for that day to
surprise you like a thief. For you are all
sons of light and sons of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness. So then
let us not sleep, as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober. For those who
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get
drunk are drunk at night. But, since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and
put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
For God has not destined us for wrath,
but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us so that
whether we wake or sleep we might
live with him.

1 Thessalonians 5:2-5:10
You therefore must endure hardship as
a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one
engaged in warfare entangles himself
with the affairs of this life, that he may
please him who enlisted him as a sol-
dier. And also if anyone competes in
athletics, he is not crowned unless he
competes according to the rules. The
hardworking farmer must be first to
partake of the crops. Consider what I
say, and may the Lord give you under-
standing in all things.

2 Timothy 2:3-7

We need to employ a very delicate man-
ner so that people accept what we are
offering, whether it be words, books or
whatever, without reacting negatively.
And something else: use few words.
Words often provoke irritation. Prayer
and living example find resonance.
Living faith moves people, regenerates
them and changes them, whereas words
alone remain fruitless. The best form of
mission is through our good example,
our love and our meekness.
Elder Porphyrios, Wounded by Love

Family Connections is a ministry of the
Center for Family Care of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America.

For more information about the center’s
ministries please contact
the center at:
79 Saint Basil Road
Garrison, NY 10524
Phone: (845) 424-8175
Fax: (845) 424-4172
Email: familycare@goarch.org
Website: www.family.goarch.org
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The Center for Family Care was
established with a major grant
from the Archbishop lakovos

Leadership 100 Endowment
Fund, Inc.

We are grateful for its support.
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Direct Archdiocesan District Revisited

Featured Ministry

The District’s
Youth Ministry

Under the spiritual guidance of Arch-
bishop Demetrios of America, the Direct
Archdiocesan District Office of Youth and
Young Adult Ministries ministers to the
thousands of young people within its
borders.

The office is led by Fr. Evagoras Con-
stantinides, director and Vincent Minucci,
associate director who oversee the plenti-
ful events, activities and rapid expansion
of Youth Ministries for the Direct Archdi-
ocesan District. Over the past several years,
the Office of Youth and Young Adult Min-
istries has witnessed exponential growth,;
an increase in athletic ministries, a record
high participation in the GOYA Olympics,
a revitalization of Young Adult Ministries
and the District’s Camp Saint Paul grow-
ing to four weeks and selling out each one
are just a few examples of how the District
Youth Ministry is thriving.

The Direct Archdiocesan District’s
Athletic Ministries include the Metro-
politan Greek Orthodox Basketball League
(MGOBL) which consists of 496 par-
ticipants, the JOY (NY) basketball league
which consists of 776 participants, the
Connecticut Eastern Orthodox Basketball
League consisting of 490 participants, the
New York Soccer League with 700 par-
ticipants, the Nassau/Suffolk InterGOYA
Volleyball League with 220 participants
and finally, the District Olympics with
over 2,000 participants! Athletic Ministries
are about more than competition, as they
provide an opportunity for the youngest
members of our parishes to work together
with their peers towards a common goal
in a Christian atmosphere.

For over 30 years, the young people
of our District have been afforded the op-
portunity to participate in various sporting
events across the region. These Athletic
Ministries have become an integral part of
our children’s fellowship with each other
and the Church, and provide a unique
opportunity for those participating in the
youth ministries of our Church.

In 2011, Archbishop Demetrios asked
the District Youth Office to create an op-
portunity for youth of the Direct Archdioc-
esan District to come together to celebrate
our Hellenic Culture.

PARATHOSI was established and fo-
cuses on showcasing Hellenic song and
dance through exhibition. PARATHOSI’s
mission is to celebrate our rich cultural
and ethnic tradition, to perform the songs
and dances and, most importantly, to
educate and inspire our youth about our
Hellenic culture.

PARATHOSI 2013 will be held Novem-
ber 8-10 and promises to be an exciting
event for all who participate.

In 2012, the Youth Office made the
attendance of their Advent and Lenten re-
treats a requirement in order to participate
in any Athletic Ministries. This initiative
has successfully brought together over 650
GOYAns to learn more about the Ortho-
dox faith and how to apply it to their lives.

The retreats are coordinated by the
Youth Office and put into action with
seminarians and students from Hel-
lenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology.

Camp Saint Paul is the crown jewel
of Youth Ministry in our District. Camp
Saint Paul’s program is a perfect balance
of education of our faith, service to those
in need, a sharing of the Hellenic culture,

Orthodox Observer photo

Meet the staff - part of the Archdiocese of America staff also deals extensively or exclusively with the Direct Archdiocesan District. Shown
with Archbishop Demetrios, the presiding hierarch; and Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, chancellor: (from left), Maria Makedon, director of the Direct
Archdiocesan Office of Education and Special Projects; Eirini Pitidou, Office of Education intern; Vincent Minucci, assistant DAD youth director; Fr. Elias
Villis, director of Camp St. Paul; Stephen Cherpelis, District Council vice president; Bishop Sevastianos of Zela, chief secretary of the Synod, and spiritual
advisor of the National Philoptochos who also at times represents the Archbishop at various communities and events; Fr. Evagoras Constantinides,
District Youth Office director; Deacon Chrysostomos Gilbert, assistant youth director; Athena Kotsinos, Chancellor’s office administrative assistant;
George Giavris, support staff; and Ely Papadeas, administrative assistant.

a whole lot of fun and, most importantly,
a fellowship centered and focused on
Jesus Christ.

Fr. Elias Villis, the director, has guided
the camp over the past eight years and has
aided in the growth of this camp from one
week and a handful of kids to four weeks
and five hundred kids.

Camp Saint Paul is located in Litch-
field, Conn., and will take place the month
of July.

For more information please visit
www.campsaintpaul.org. The District
Youth Office is looking forward to a full
and lively summer at Camp Saint Paul
2013 where, I Timothy 4:12, “Do not let
anyone look down upon you because you
are young, but be an ex-
ample for the believers

in your speech, your
conduct, your love,
faith and purity” will
be used as this sum-
mers theme. Reg-
istration for Camp
Saint Paul will be
open March 4,
2013 at 6 a.m.
Over the
past few years,

Hudson R.

the District Youth Office has witnessed a,
“grass roots” movement to reboot Young
Adult Ministries within our parishes. The
Youth Office expects to see more growth
on a parish level in the next year and is
currently working on a plan to reengage
our Young Adult Ministry on a District
level. This past October, a Young Adult
retreat was offered at St. Barbara’s Greek
Orthodox Church in Orange, CT. The
theme of the retreat was, “Integrating life
with the LIFE” and focused on living a life
centered on Christ and how to do that in
an ever-changing world. Young Adults
from all over the country came to be a
part of this event.

The Youth Office is always expanding
its presence on the District website with
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resources for our youth, as well as a full
schedule of all events.. For more informa-
tion, please visit the District Youth Office
online at www.ny.goarch.org/youth

Direct
Archdiocesan
District

10E. 79" St.
New York, NY 10075-0106
Tel.: 212.570.3500
Fax: 212.570.3569
e-mail: archdiocese@goarch.org
Web: www.goarch.org

Chancery
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane
bishopandonios@goarch.org

Registrar
Fr. Michael T. Kontogiorgis
FrMichael@goarch.org

Parochial Schools Education
Maria Makedon
mm@goarch.org

Youth Ministry
Fr. Evagoras Constantinides
nyyouth@goarch.org

Clergy Syndesmos
Fr. Nicholas Anctil
FrAnctil@aol.com

Presvyteres Sisterhood
Presbytera Paula Strouzas
destro45@aol.com

Church Music Federation
Anna Dounelis
kalimera@optonline.net

School of Byzantine Music
Archdeacon Panteleimon
Papadopoulos
asbm@goarch.org






