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NEW YORK – Archbishop Demetrios was 
among a large number of Orthodox hier-
archs and clergy from around the world 
attending the funeral of Archbishop Christ-
odoulos, head of the Church of Greece, 
who died Jan. 28 after a seven-month battle 
with cancer.

The funeral took place Jan. 31 with 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of-
ficiating.

News reports said Archbishop Christo-
doulos passed away about 5:15 a.m. at his 
home in the Athens suburb of Psyhico at 
the age of 69.

Shortly after receiving notification 
of Christodoulos’ passing, Archbishop 
Demetrios held a mnimosino prayer service 
in the Chapel of St. Paul at Archdiocese 
headquarters. He left for Greece on Jan. 
29 to attend the funeral.

Official statement
His Eminence issued the following 

statement after receiving the news of the 
Archbishop’s passing: “The passing of the 
late Archbishop of Athens and all Greece, 
Christodoulos of blessed memory, saddens 
us deeply, for with his departure from this 
world the Church has lost an exceptional 
and highly esteemed Hierarch, as well as a 
brilliant champion of Orthodoxy and of the 
universal values of the Hellenic cultural tra-
dition. I had the special honor to know him 
from the time he attended high school, and 
afterwards, to appreciate his dynamism, 
his kindness, his intellect and his great 
offering to the Church in important areas 
such as the divine worship, pastoral and 
social care, as well as inter–Orthodox and 
inter–Christian relations. I pray fervently to 
the Lord for the repose of the soul of the 
distinguished and ever-memorable brother 
and concelebrant, the late Archbishop 
Christodoulos, in the tabernacles of the 
saints and of the righteous.”

Treated in Miami
The illness of the late Archbishop was 

diagnosed on June 9, 2007, when he was 
admitted to the Aretaio Hospital of Athens. 
On Aug.18, the Archbishop traveled to Mi-
ami with the prospect of receiving a liver 
transplant, which in the end was not pos-
sible as the cancer had spread. He returned 
to Greece on Oct. 26.

Immediately after the announcement 
of Archbishop Christodoulos’ death, a 
four–day mourning period was declared 
in Greece.

Archbishop Christodoulos is credited 
with reinvigorating the vast institution that 
represents 97 percent of Greece's native-
born population.

Christodoulos helped create church 
Web sites and radio stations, and frequently 

ARCHBISHOP 
Christodoulos 

Laid to Rest

PITTSBURGH – Metropolitan Maxi-
mos, spiritual shepherd and leader of the 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh, 
this year celebrates the 30th anniversary 
of his elevation to the holy episcopacy 
and 50th anniversary as a priest of Christ’s 
Church.

To mark this yearlong jubilee, sev-
eral events will be held by parishes and 
organizations throughout the Metropolis, 
including a Hierarchical Liturgy and testi-
monial dinner at St. Nicholas Cathedral in 
Pittsburgh on June 18. All the faithful are 
invited to this event.

Metropolitan Maximos was born in Ka-
limasia, Chios, Greece, on March 5, 1935, 
and graduated from the Patriarchal Theo-
logical School of Halki in 1957, the year he 
was ordained to the holy diaconate.

He was ordained to the holy priest-
hood on July 26, 1959, and received his 
doctorate in theology and baccalaureate 

Metropolitan Maximos to Celebrate 30 Years as a Hierarch; 50 as Clergyman
in philosophy from the University of Lou-
vain, Belgium, in 1964. He served Holy 
Cross School of Theology as professor of 
systematic theology from 1966 until 1979, 
when he was elected by the Holy Patriar-
chal Synod as Bishop of Diokleia. He was 
later installed as Bishop of Pittsburgh on 
April 27, 1979.

In 1997 he was elevated to Metro-
politan of Ainou by the Holy Mother 
Church and afterward to Metropolitan of 
Pittsburgh.

Metropolitan Maximos shepherds 52 
parishes in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and West 
Virginia, including six monastic communi-
ties (three monasteries and three sketes), 
and the nationally renowned Metropolis 
Camp Program, held yearly at Camp 
Nazareth, Pa.

Fluent in French, Italian, Latin, Turk-
ish, Greek and English, he is a prolific writ-
er and has remained active in the academic 

world, having served as professor and 
visiting professor of systematic theology 
at Christ the Savior Theological Seminary 
in Johnstown, Pa., as well as vice president 
of Hellenic College and academic dean of 
Holy Cross.

He currently serves as co-president 
of the North American Orthodox-Catho-
lic Theological Consultation, and has 
remained active in interfaith dialogues 
between the Orthodox and Lutheran 
Churches. He has been serving diligently 
on the Holy Patriarchal Synod of Con-
stantinople for one year until March 1, 
at the request of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, a close friend and former 
deacon to Metropolitan Maximos.

Faithful from around the Holy Archdi-
ocese and the world continue to offer their 
heartfelt wishes for this most humble and 
beloved servant of the Lord, whose focus 
has consistently been the development of 
youth and camp programs of our Church, 
religious and theological education, spiri-
tuality, and monasticism.

GREEK FIRE RELIEF FUND COMMITTEE
Members discuss further aid to victims of August fi res. With Archbishop Demetrios, from left, Ely 
Papadeas (Dept. of Philanthropy), Bishop Andonios, Andrew Natsios, Michael Jaharis, Peter Kikis 
and Georgia Skeadas.
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH Bartholomew leads the funeral procession of Archbishop Christodoulos, who died Jan. 28
N. MANGINAS
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St.  Photios National 
Shrine Grand 

Benefactor Charles 
Masterpolis presents 
a $100,000 donation 

to the Shrine at the 
annual trustees 

pilgrimage. 
Also shown are 

Metropolitan Alexios 
of Atlanta and Shrine 

Director Polly Hillier. 

Major Gift

† Archbishop DEMETRIOS of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Christ,

Feast of St. Photios and National Shrine Day
   ARCHIEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On the annual Feast of St. Photios the Great, we come together in prayer and wor-

ship to commemorate one of the great luminaries of our Holy Orthodox Church.
A passionate scholar and person of deep faith, St. Photios served as Ecumenical 

Patriarch of Constantinople during the 9th century. Among his many contributions to 
the Church, he is remembered for authoring, among many other works, the Mystagogy 
of the Holy Spirit, a thorough treatise on the procession of the Holy Spirit, which con-
tinues to serve as a basic text in contemporary theological education.

He is also remembered for his extraordinary foresight in advancing the missionary 
work of the Church, supporting the work of the beloved Saints Cyril and Methodios 
in their preaching of the Gospel in the Slavic lands.

The legacy of St. Photios continues to shine with equal brilliance in our current 
day.  This is testified not only by our commemoration of him on February 6 each year 
in our Orthodox Church, but also by the active work of the St. Photios National Shrine 
built in his honor, a revered institution of our Archdiocese for over 25 years.  This 
sacred Shrine serves as an important witness to the religious and cultural legacy that 
was brought to America by the first Greek colonists in the eighteenth century.

They arrived on the shores of Florida in 1768, enduring many struggles as they 
worked to build a new life in what at that time was known as the colony of New 
Smyrna.  Just a decade later they relocated to St. Augustine, Florida, the oldest city in 
the United States.

Their story in coming to America is one of many economic hardships and struggles, 
but it is also a story of hope, of courage, and of the paramount importance of freedom, 
including religious freedom.

Today, the Shrine stands as an active witness to the history and faith of these early 
immigrants, our ancestors. On a daily basis, people from all walks of life enter the 
Shrine and learn about our history.

Over time, the Shrine has become a regular place for educational instruction for 
young students in the 5th through 8th grades across the state of Florida, who learn 
firsthand important lessons of early immigration to the United States.

Additionally, many of our faithful make an annual pilgrimage to the Shrine, jour-
neying from parishes across our country to pay tribute to the legacy of St. Photios 
and to those early Greek settlers, and to pray in the Shrine chapel and experience its 
tranquility.

As in past years, this year on Sunday, February 3, our National Ladies Philoptochos 
Society will be leading us in collecting funds for the continued progress of the ministry 
of the St. Photios National Shrine.

Your contributions will directly aid the general operations of the Shrine so that it 
may continue to actively serve as a beacon of inspiration that gives proper tribute to 
this Great luminary of our Church, St. Photios, and preserves the vibrant history of our 
faith and culture in America, which we generously share with all who visit.

With your support, and by the guiding hand of Almighty God, our St. Photios 
National Shrine will continue to shine the light of truth before people so that they 
may know the Lord Christ, Who said, I am the light of the world; he who follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life (John 8:12).

May our Lord, through the intercessions of St. Photios, shine His light within your 
hearts, and may His blessings be upon you forever.

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. – Highlights 
of the St. Photios National Shrine Board 
meeting on Feb. 2 included the welcoming 
of new trustees to the organization and a 
$100,000 donation.

Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, presi-
dent of the St. Photios Foundation Board, 
welcomed trustees to the 26th Annual Pil-
grimage at the Casa Monica hotel and First 
Vice President Harry Cavalaris introduced 
the new 2008-2010 Board.

New members include Archdeacon 
Ryan Gzikowski of the Metropolis of Pitts-
burgh, Frs. Christopher Constantinides 
of Holy Trinity, Dallas, and Louis Noplos 
of St. Demetrios, Baltimore; New Jersey 
Metropolis representative Sophia Nichols 
Karakoglou and new ex officio members 
Fr. Nicholas Louh of St John the Divine, 
Jacksonville, Fla., Andrew Lekos of Holy 
Trinity, St. Augustine and Vanette Carousis 
of Holy Trinity in Westfield, N.J.

Trustees extending their current 
terms include: Fr. Peter Balkas of St. 
Nektarios in Palatine, Ill. and metropolis 
representatives Harry Plomarity of Denver, 
Angelo Koukoulis of Pittsburgh, William 
Bisbikis of Detroit and Atlanta Metropolis 
representatives.

At the Feb. 3 luncheon, Mr. Cavalaris 
introduced Archon Charles Masterpolis 
who presented a $100,000 donation to 
Metropolitan Alexios, pledging to do so 
annually until he fulfills his 2005 $1 mil-
lion pledge to the Archbishop Iakovos 
Endowment.

St Photios Greek Orthodox National 
Shrine is one of five institutions of the 
Archdiocese. Archbishop Demetrios serves 
as Shrine chairman.

Shrine Director Polly Hillier discussed 
the accomplishments of the past year, in-
cluding the hosting of the Atlanta Metropo-
lis Oratorical Festival and the Joint Com-
mittee of Orthodox and Catholic Bishops. 
Ms. Hiller also noted initiatives undertaken 
in 2007 that included the cataloguing of 
the Shrine Library, the formalization of 
the Shrine Greeters Volunteer program, 
and the submission of three government 
grant applications for the preservation of 

St. Photios National Shrine 
holds 26th Annual Pilgrimage

the Avero House.
The Avero House is listed on the 

National Registry of Historic Sites and 
includes the Shrine complex.

She also announced that the 240th 
Greek Landing Day Celebration, com-
memorating the arrival of the first Greek 
colony to the New World, will take place 
June 26–28 in St. Augustine.

The clergy and faithful later gathered 
in the St. Photios Chapel for great vespers 
and an artoklasia, led by Bishop Dimitrios 
of Xanthos.

At the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
Bishop Dimitrios gave the homily, inspir-
ing all to remember the ministry of St 
Photios the Great.

A memorial service followed for the 
Shrine’s founding hierarch, Archbishop 
Iakovos, other founders and Archbishop 
Christodoulos of Greece.

Attendees then attended the pilgrim-
age luncheon.

Keynote speaker, Fr. Paul Costopou-
los delivered an inspiring address on “St. 
Photios: Holy Luminary of Orthodoxy and 
Trustworthy Witness of the Gospel.”

The program included music per-
formed by harpist Karla Ayer Crosby.

Metropolitan Alexios praised the gen-
erosity of Archon Masterpolis, Eula Carlos 
and all contributors to the Shrine. Metro-
politan Alexios also recognized Fr. Theo-
dosion and the St. Augustine community 
for their spiritual and cultural hospitality. 
He also thanked National Shrine Day event 
chairpersons Manuel and Elaine Tissura, 
and commended Bishop Dimitrios and 
Shrine Director Polly Hillier.

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. – The St. Pho-
tios Foundation recently announced the 
results of its 2007 Essay Contest, which 
drew participation from eight high school 
students writing on topics relating to the 
St. Photios National Shrine.

First place winner, Connie Pitenis 
of Daytona Beach, Fla., chose the topic 
“Father Pedro Camps,” the 38–year–old 
Roman Catholic priest from Mercadal, 
Minorca whose zeal at preaching and com-
mitment to his flock were integral to the 
physical and spiritual survival of the New 
Smyrna colonists.

Connie is the daughter of Eleni and 
James Pitenis and is a member of the St. 
Demetrios Church in Daytona Beach.

Four of the eight participating high 
school students selected the topic of the 

Shrine Honors 2007 Essay Contest Winners
Avero House, which in 1777 was desig-
nated as a sanctuary for the survivors of 
the New Smyrna colony by British Gov. 
Patrick Tonyn.

The Florida Association of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects recognized its 
award–winning design for its restoration 
and, in 1984, granted an Award for Excel-
lence to Pappas Associates of Jacksonville 
and its architect/owner Ted Pappas.

Three students wrote about the 
Nicene Creed and St. Photios. They ex-
plored the doctrinal disputes over the 
Filioque and the relativity of the ninth cen-
tury Photian Schism and the 11th century 
Great East-West Schism.

Second place winner was Aristotle 
Tinios of Watertown, Conn., and the third 
place winners were Rebecca Kotsonis of 
Basking Ridge, N.J. and Emmanuel Magi-
nas of Fair Oaks, Pa.

Emmanuel had placed first in the 
2006 essay contest.

Certificates of honorable mention 
are sent to Faith Mantia of St. Augustine, 
Georgia Louca of Derby, Conn., Kristo 
Pantelides of Louisville, Ohio, and Sonia 
Leros of Lakewood, Ohio

Connie Pitenis has been invited to 
read her essay at the Greek Landing Day 
Memorial Dedication on Saturday, June 
28. She will receive a laptop computer 
and $500 savings bond.
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issued detailed checklists on how Orthodox 
priests should conduct themselves in pub-
lic, the Associated Press reported.

In 2001, Christodoulos received the 
late John Paul II – the first pope to visit 
Greece in nearly 1,300 years.

The archbishop followed up in 2006 
with a historic visit to the Vatican, where 
he and Pope Benedict XVI signed a joint 
declaration calling for inter-religious dia-
logue and stating opposition to abortion 
and euthanasia.

Christodoulos was born Christos 
Paraskevaidis in 1939 in the northeastern 
Greek city of Xanthi, one of two sons of 
a wholesale food importer and devoutly 
religious mother. He grew up in Athens 
where he was drawn to the priesthood from 
a young age. He was ordained at 22, and 
obtained degrees in law and theology from 
the University of Athens. In the mid-1970s, 
he was elected metropolitan bishop of the 
Metropolis of Dimitrias, based in Volos, 
where he remained until he was elected 
archbishop on April 28, 1998.

The funeral was held at the Cathedral 
of Athens with full head-of-state honors. 
A military, marine and aircraft battalion 
paid tribute to the late Archbishop during 
the service. Cadets of Evelpidon Military 
Academy, Hellenic Naval Academy and 
Hellenic Air Force Academy as well as the 
military band had lined up in front of the 
Athens Metropolis.

In addition to Archbishop Demetrios, 
dignitaries attending the funeral included: 
President Karolos Papoulias of Greece, 
Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis and 
many other government leaders. Heads of 
churches and representatives of other faiths 
included: Patriarch Theofilos of Jerusalem, 
Patriarch Theodoros of Alexandria and 
Romanian Patriarch Daniel, Archbishop 
of Cyprus Chrysostomos, Archbishop An-
astasios of Albania, Archbishop of Crete 
Irinaios, Xanthi Mufti representing all Mus-
lims, the Anglican bishop of London, and 
delegations from all Orthodox Churches 
of Europe. Metropolitan of Minsk Filaretos 
represented the Patriarch of Moscow, while 
the Vatican was represented by a high rank-
ing 12-member delegation, headed by the 
president of the Pontiff’s Council for Chris-
tian Unity Cardinal Walter Kasper.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
during his arrival in Athens described the 
Archbishop’s death as “a big loss for the 
Church of Greece and for Orthodoxy.” 
His All Holiness also delivered the funeral 
oration.

Tens of thousands of mourners fol-
lowed the funeral procession to the Athens 
First Cemetery as bells tolled across Athens 
and cannon salutes were fired.

New Archbishop elected
On Feb. 7, the Holy Synod elected 

Bishop Ieronymos of Thebes, 70, who had 
been a runner-up to Christodoulos in the 
last Church of Greece election in 1998. 
He was elected after a second round of 
voting at Athens' cathedral, state television 
reported. Ieronymos is known to have 
good relations with the Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew I, the spiritual head of 
Orthodox believers worldwide.

Ieronymos, born Ioannis Liapis in 
1938 in the town of Oinofyta, Viotia pre-
fecture, is a graduate of the School of 
Philosophy (archaeology department) and 
the School of Theology of the University of 
Athens, followed by Byzantine studies via a 
state scholarship, as well as post-graduate 
studies in Austria and Germany.

ARCHBISHOP 
Christodoulos 

Laid to Rest

NEW YORK – After Archbishop 
Demetrios was informed of the election 
of the new Archbishop of Athens and All 
Greece, His Beatitude Ieronymos, he sent 
a congratulatory letter in the name of the 
Eparchial Synod of the Holy Archdiocese 
of America and on behalf of the Omoge-
neia.  

In the message the Archbishop 
stated, in part: “We join our congratula-
tions with a fervent supplication to the 
Lord our God, Who has called you to 
shepherd His flock, that you may enjoy 
unfaltering health, strength of body and 
soul, wisdom from on high, and abun-
dant peace as you perform  the complex 
and substantive tasks of your work as 
Archbishop of Athens and All Greece.”

Archbishop Demetrios
Congratulates His

Beatitude Ieronymos

NEW YORK – The Special Committee 
of the Greek Fire Relief Fund, at their Feb. 
6 meeting at Archdiocese headquarters, 
heard a report from Bishop Andonios of 
Phasiane, the Fund coordinator, on the 
latest recovery efforts in Greece and ap-
proved more than $1.6 million to assist 
farm families in the Peloponnese.

The bishop traveled to Greece in late 
January to personally visit areas affected by 
this past summer’s wildfires. The fact-find-
ing visit enabled His Grace to meet with 
local metropolitans and civil authorities of 
the devastated areas and to see first hand 
what assistance is needed.

The committee, chaired by Arch-
bishop Demetrios, includes members 
Andrew Natsios, past administrator of 
USAID; Michael Jaharis, vice chairman 
of the Archdiocesan Council; National 
Philoptochos President Georgia Skeadas, 
and Peter Kikis, president of Faith Endow-
ment fund.

Two other members, George Behra-
kis, chairman of Leadership 100 and Dr. 
Anthony Limberakis, commander of the 
Order of St. Andrew, could not attend 
because of pressing commitments.

The Committee reviewed several as-
sessments on the widespread devastation 
and recommendations on how to address 
needs that have arisen.

Bishop Andonios reported on the 
status of the Fund, which to date has 
collected about $4 million and $28,241 
in interest.

From this amount, $252,853 had 
been already distributed to IOCC for an 
initial Livelihood Recovery Project.

Bishop Andonios, who also is director 

$1.6 M  Approved for Fire Relief 

of the Archdiocese Department of Philan-
thropy, reviewed his activities in Greece. 
He was accompanied by Fr. Angelo Pappas 
of Portsmouth, N.H., a trained disaster first 
responder; Dean Triantafilou, executive 
director of International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities (IOCC) who has tremendous 
experience in needs assessment and in 
offering philanthropic assistance; and by 
Despina Katsivelakis, IOCC representative 
in Athens. The group visited the affected 
areas at the onset of the fires and gained 
extensive knowledge of the devastation.

His Grace had met with the metro-
politans of Ileia and Mantineia (Arcadia), 
the governors (prefects) of Ileia and Ar-
cadia, and visited Pyrgos, Zaharo, Tripoli 
and villages devastated by the fires, in-

NEW YORK – The 2008 Yearbook of 
the Archdiocese of America is now avail-
able on line at yearbook.goarch.org. Year-
books are also available by mail. Parishes 
will each receive two copies.

In his prologue, Archbishop Deme-
trios says: “By God’s grace in 2008, as a 
Church, we must organize and bring to 
fruition a great new labor: Bringing back 
to the Church all of our brothers and 
sisters–all the families of the Omogeneia 
who for various reasons do not possess 
an organic relationship with our church 
Communities. 

The sad phenomenon of the “un-
churched” that amount to 60 million 
Americans should not become a reality 
among baptized Orthodox Christians.”

Designed as an easy-to-read, accurate 
reference handbook of the Archdiocese, 
the 278-page edition includes: updated 
directories of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate, Archdiocesan departments and in-
stitutions, parishes, priests, religious and 
secular media resources as well as sexual 
misconduct policy guidelines.

Featured are the commemoration of 
the 40th anniversary of the Episcopacy of 
Archbishop Demetrios, and an eight-page 
color spread of major events, including 
the activities of the Metropolises and 
visits of Archbishop Demetrios to Greece 
and Cyprus.

Limited prepaid copies may be 
obtained by calling (212) 774-0244 or 
sending a check/money order or credit 
card information for $18 (plus $5 S/H) 
payable to: 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, Attn: Yearbook, 8 East 79th St., 
NY, NY 10075

2008 Archdiocese Yearbook 
Now Available Online

• 65 human lives lost
• 2,715,607 stremmata devastated 
(four stremmata equal one acre)
• 4,488,490 olive trees destroyed
• 354,565 other trees destroyed

• 27,000 stremmata 
of vineyards destroyed

• 22,685 livestock killed
• 15,328 beehives destroyed

*source: Greek government

Effects of the 
August Fires*

BISHOP Andonios, Constantine Triantafi lou, Fr. Angelo Pappas and two local offi cials at distribu-
tion center where the farmers go to collect animal feed/seed distributed by IOCC, 

BISHOP Andonios surveys the ruins of a stable on a farm in the Peloponnese.
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E C U M E N I C A L  
P A T R I A R C H A T E

ANKARA (from news reports) -- Greek 
Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis in mid-
January made the first visit to Turkey by a 
Greek prime minister in 49 years, meeting 
with his Turkish counterpart and also mak-
ing a private visit to Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew at the Phanar.

In statements to reporters, Karaman-
lis stressed that 2008 will be important for 
strengthening relations between the two 
countries and will be a "window of oppor-
tunity" to boost ties in all sectors.

Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan wel-
comed Karamanlis to Ankara on his three-
day visit.

Ecumenical Patriarchate, Cyprus 
Karamanlis emphasized that the 

issues of the Istanbul-based Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate and of the closed Halki 
School of Theology are included in this 
European framework, while stressing at 
the same time that protection of minority 
rights is one of the most fundamental of 
European criteria.

The Greek prime minister went on 
to say that a full normalization of Greek-
Turkish relations remains the primary 
goal. He said that this is the sole path for 
substantive progress that will “allow us 
to use the opportunities presented in the 
European framework.”

ECUMENICAL Patriarch Bartholomew (Center) with the Prime Minister of Greece Kostas Kara-
manlis, his wife Natassa,  Minister of Foreign Affairs Dora Bakoyiannis, Minister of Information 
Theodoros Roussopoulos and students during the historic fi rst offi cial visit to Constantinople.

N. MANGINAS

Greece’s Prime Minister Makes
First Visit to Turkey, Patriarchate

On the question of the Patriarchate, 
Karamanlis said the fact that the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate has its seat here is a 
great benefit for Turkey and it is a great 
"European passport."

Erdogan said that Turkey's interest 
in the Patriarchate is well-known, noting 
that his country has made every effort and 
has taken many steps, while mentioning 
that the characterization ecumenical is 
of interest to the Christian Orthodox 
world.

Regarding the Halki School of The-
ology, he said that it had operated until 
1972 and then it stopped operating, 
adding that "we are working on this is-
sue, we are evaluating it and then we 
shall decide."

The Turkish prime minister further 
said that 2008 will also be important for 
the Cyprus issue, noting that talks must 
be resumed, and that the guarantor pow-
ers and “homelands” (i.e. Greece and 
Turkey) must encourage. Both prime 
ministers, Erdogan said, believe that the 
Aegean Sea must be a “sea of peace.”

Lastly, Mr. Erdogan said that 49 years 
will not be necessary for a visit to Turkey 
by a Greek prime minister to take place 
again, while the press conference came to 
an end with the Turkish prime minister 
saying in Greek "thank you very much.”

Our society and culture have few 
things that can actually help families to 
not only survive but grow and flourish. 
The Church certainly is and should be 
the foundation for families and family 
life. It is a blessing for all Orthodox fami-
lies to have available a newly published 
excellent resource that in a practical 
way brings the Church into the Home. 
Growing Faithful Families by Rebecca 
Myerly, Published by Light and Life, is 
such a resource.

In 2002 the St. Mary’s parish in Min-
neapolis undertook a process that led 
to the adoption of the following vision 
statement: “To proclaim, celebrate, and 
share the good news of salvation in Jesus 
Christ in accordance with the Orthodox 
Tradition.”

As Fr. Harry Pappas, the pastor at 
the time, stated in his forward: “The 
five tasks, emanating from this emphasis 
on the Gospel message are: hear, pray, 
grow, serve, and share. These refer to 

Books
Growing Faithful Families 

by Fr. Constantine Sitaras

the preaching of the Word, evangeliza-
tion (including re-evangelization of the 
baptized), mission, worship and sacra-
ments, personal prayer, fasting, study 
of Holy Scripture and the Orthodox 
Tradition, Philanthropic outreach, social 
justice and fellowship.” This is the vision 
for each and every Orthodox Christian, 
daunting, as it may seem.

In response to this, and coming 
from this parish, Ms. Rebecca (Agape) 
Myerly has taken the weekly Sunday 
Scripture readings and created “do-
able” activities for the family using the 
five tasks which are: hear, pray, grow, 

serve and share. Each Sunday’s Gospel 
and Epistle lessons throughout the year, 
including those for Great Lent, Pascha, 
Christmas and Theophany have “lesson 
plans”. 

Even though there is a detailed 
explanation of the Orthodox liturgical 
year typikon, it would be wise to have 
an Orthodox Calendar handy as a tool 
for determining the current weekly les-
sons.

As I am writing this review, I look up 
a coming week’s lesson, which is for the 
“Thirtieth Sunday after Pentecost”. 

The scripture readings are Ephe-

sians 2:4-10 and Luke 18:18-27.  Utilizing 
the five tasks, the author in each asks 
questions which offer opportunities for 
self-reflection, dialogue and personal 
growth.  

Beginning with HEAR, the lessons 
are printed and there to be read; fol-
lowed by SHARE . . . Eternal life (a theme 
in the Gospel reading which is about 
a certain ruler that asks Jesus “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eter-
nal life?”)

• What does eternal life mean to 
you?

• What do you think is involved with 
inheriting eternal life?

• Ask yourself, “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”

• Is eternal life something that can 
be earned or is it simply given?

Each of the tasks: GROW, SERVE, 
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Add to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge.
II Peter 1:5

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks 
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the Greek Ortho-
dox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the 
Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the 
Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In our commemoration of the Feast of the Three Hierarchs we are called by our 

Holy Orthodox Church to contemplate the lives of three great Saints and Teachers 
who served God faithfully and offered the totality of their lives in His service.  Saint 
Basil the Great, Saint Gregory the Theologian, and Saint John Chrysostom were 
blessed with tremendous intellectual and spiritual gifts.

They carried the mantle of episcopal service with holiness, love, and sacrifice; 
and they were shining examples of people who took very seriously the concepts in 
the above referenced passage of the second Epistle of Saint Peter, in that throughout 
their lives they sought to add virtue to their faith, and to complement this virtue 
with the knowledge of God.

Of course, for any human being to acquire the knowledge of God in and of itself 
is not an easy discipline. The Three Hierarchs knew this, and indeed they wrote 
extensively about the phenomenon of the sheer incomprehensibility of God by 
human beings. At the same time, perhaps paradoxically, we also know from many 
of their writings that there does exist a possibility for acquiring a genuine degree 
of knowledge of God, but this presupposes purity of heart in the human being.

In the magnificent Beatitudes of the Gospel, we see in the words of the Lord 
Himself the above mentioned idea, formulated in a phrase with a deep meaning, 
impressive elegance, and stunning simplicity: Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God (Matthew 5:8).

It is precisely this purity of heart that is the epitome of virtue. This too was 
well known by the Three Hierarchs, who expanded upon many of the ideas of 
early Greek philosophers regarding the idea of virtue (arete).

In ancient Greek philosophy for example, virtue rested in the fulfillment of 
one’s function to behave morally and rationally. Achieving this function would 
result in genuine happiness.

The Three Hierarchs took this understanding a step further, for they knew that 
while virtue and knowledge were related to the well-being of the person, they also 
knew that the ultimate fulfillment of the human being was salvation, the realization 
of an everlasting peace and joy beyond the confines of this world, the entrance into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (II Peter 1:11).

In this sense we see the interrelationship of faith, virtue, and knowledge to each 
other as thoroughly integrated concepts fundamental to eternal life with God.

 It is for these reasons enumerated above that this day of our celebration of 
the Feast of the Three Hierarchs tidily coincides with our annual celebration of 
Greek Letters, a day when we acknowledge the fundamental importance of educa-
tion in our lives as Greek Orthodox Christians, the vital role of education for our 
children, and the critical value of growing in the knowledge of God as the ultimate 
goal of life for us as adults.

May this January 30, 2008, the Feast of the Three Hierarchs and the Day of 
Greek Letters, be for us all a day of resolve to deepen our faith with virtue, to add 
to it knowledge, and, through our worship of God and our sincere commitment, 
to know the One who has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness 
and who has called us by glory and virtue (II Peter 1:3). 

   ARCHIEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Feast of the Three Hierarchs

† Archbishop DEMETRIOS of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Christ,
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E C U M E N I C A L  
P A T R I A R C H A T E

NEW YORK – Hundreds attended an 
evening at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
on Jan. 28 in celebration of  Greek Letters 
and Culture in conjunction with  the Feast 
Day of the Three Hierarchs.

Archbishop Demetrios of America, in 
his remarks, called the evening’s program 
a tribute in remembrance of the passing 
of  the late Archbishop of Athens and All 
Greece,Christodoulos.

During January, a series of activities led 
by Archbishop Demetrios and sponsored 
by the Department of Greek Education, 
involved participation by students, teachers 
and Greek Orthodox faithful from Metro-
politan New York.

The month-long commemoration 
culminated with the celebration of the 
Three Hierarchs Divine Liturgy for teachers 
and students (grades 5-12) of the Greek 
American Day Schools at the Archdiocesan 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity on Jan. 30. 
(Coverage on p. 26)

At the Metropolitan Museum, Profes-
sor Gregory Nagy, Francis Jones Professor 
of Classical Greek Literature and Professor 
of Comparative Literature at Harvard Uni-
versity, offered a lecture on “Manuscripts 
from Byzantium as Links to the World of 
Classical Greek Literature.”  

Prior to the lecture guests attended a 
viewing of the Greek, Roman and Byzantine 
Galleries of the museum. 

Sponsored by the Archdiocese and 
underwritten by Faith: An Endowment 
for Orthodoxy and Hellenism, the lecture 
was preceded by two hymns by the Metro-
politan Youth Choir of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese. 

Other special events included lectures 
by the Rev. Dr. John Chryssavgis, ecumeni-
cal assistant for the Archdiocese Depart-
ment of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Relations, who spoke on “Church 
Fathers and the Natural Environment” and  

Hundreds attend the Metropolitan Museum of Art cultural event that featured a lecture by the 
director of Harvard’s Center for Hellenic Center in Washington, Professor Gregory Nagy.

D. PANAGOS

Series of Events Celebrates the Three Hierarchs
the Rev. Dr. 
John A. Mc-
Guckin, first 
professor to 
occupy the 
newly inaugu-
rated Nielsen 
Chair in Late 
Antique and 
B y z a n t i n e 
Christian His-
tory at Union 
Theological 
Seminary of 

 page 4

and PRAY continue with challenges to 
act upon in addition to personal reflec-
tions.  Finally, the end of each chapter 
concludes with “PRAY  . . .” and offers a 
concluding prayer.

 Each chapter is complete as a unit 
unto itself. Although not perhaps appro-
priate for younger children, this book is 
a valuable tool for the home. 

A family can use it; establishing a 
night during the week that will be a 
“Church in the Home Family Night”. 

Beginning with the reading of the 
Sunday’s Gospel and Epistle lessons, 
light the incense burner and blessing the 
home, going through all the tasks will 
be an enriching spiritual, religious and 

BOOK REVIEW
growth experience for the entire family. 
Ms. Myerly has done a great service for 
all families of our Holy Church.

This opportunity must be taken to 
offer gratitude to the publisher, Fr. An-
thony Coniaris, (also a prolific author) 
who has been the catalyst for so many 
Orthodox texts that are rich in Orthodox 
Theology, Holy Scripture and Holy Tra-
dition yet understandable and practical 
for everyone.  

This new edition is yet another star 
in the galaxy of Orthodox Christian 
publications.

Fr. Constantine L. Sitaras is director 
of St. Basil Academy and the Center for 
Family Care.

New York, whose topic was  “The Three 
Hierarchs and Hellenic Letters.”

The annual Awards Ceremony, held 
Jan. 26, recognized students that excel 
on the Comprehensive Examination in 
Modern Greek were presented with The 
Three Hierarchs Award of Excellence 
along with an icon of the Three Hier-
archs by Archbishop Demetrios. 

Assemblyman Michael Giannaris was 
the main speaker of the event, which 
also included a musical performance 
by the 5th grade choir of St. Demetrios 
School, Astoria.

Celebrated annually throughout 
the United States by the Archdiocese 
and its institutions in conjunction with 
the Feast Day of the Three Hierarchs, 
the event commemorates the fourth 
century Fathers and great scholars and 
theologians, Saint. Basil the Great, Saint 
Gregory the Theologian and Saint John 
Chrysostom. 

Three Hierarchs Day was first ob-
served in the year 1100 A.D. when the 
Byzantine Emperor Alexios Komnenos 
proclaimed that Jan. 30 be set aside to 
honor these great Fathers whose brilliant 
writings contributed to the creative con-
nection of the Hellenic Classical Paideia 
to the Orthodox Christian Theology.

Professor Gregory Nagy.
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• Commissioned Icons for individuals 
and churches from the leading Iconog-
raphers in Greece, using egg tempera 
colors and 22k gold leaf

Lord the Lifegiver -
Commissioned by Saint Demetrios 

Church in Jamaica, NY

info@religiousicons.com        www.religiousicons.com        ph: 877-775-4266

15%
off all orders over $150.
Use discount code NH15 

on our order form.

• Hundreds of high 
quality Icons to choose 
from in a variety of 
styles and sizes

•Miniature Icons, perfect for weddings, 
baptisms, and church bookstores

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. – Holy Trinity 
Church recently hosted a centennial cel-
ebration of the Christian Conference of 
Connecticut  and the Council of Churches 
of Greater Bridgeport.

Fr. Demetrios Recachinas, Holy Trinity 
pastor, coordinated the event, which drew 
participation from the Roman Catholic Dio-

PARTICIPANTS in the Christian Conference of Conn. celebration at Holy Trinity Church, Bridgeport.

Bridgeport Hosts Ecumenical Celebration
cese of Bridgeport and Archdiocese of Hart-
ford, the Lutheran Church, Baptist Church, 
First Church of Christ, Episcopal Diocese of 
Connecticut, Evangelical Covenant Church 
and Methodist Church. The choir of Holy 
Trinity sang hymns of the Holy Spirit and 
the Philoptochos chapter members hosted 
a reception after the service.

Orthodox Christian Fellowship has 
organized a “Real Break” trip to the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate in early March that 
will be led by Bishop Savas of Troas, the 
Archdiocese chancellor.

OCF Board Chairman Fr. Mark Leon-
dis (who also serves as director of the 
Department of  Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries) and OCF Executive Director 
Fr. Kevin Scherer, will assist with the visit. 
Those wishing to attend should contact the 
national OCF Office in Brookline, Mass., or 
via www.ocf.net on the web.

The trip will depart from the United 
States on March 8 and will return on the 
following Saturday, March 15.  “Real Break 
Constantinople” promises to be an incred-
ible experience for all who attend. Fr. Leon-
dis stated that, “This is a historic trip for 
OCF and unique in that it is designed not 
only to have a service component, but also 
to demonstrate the struggle for religious 
freedom in light of constant persecution.”
This Real Break is being made possible with 
the assistance of The Order of St. Andrew 
the Apostle–Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 

The Archons have been championing 
this important issue for years. This trip 
hopes to provide a number of young Ortho-
dox students with a deep understanding 

OCF Announces First Trip to Patriarchate
of the present struggle, the theology, and 
tradition behind the mission and vision of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate; and further 
the importance of its leadership in the 
world.

Real Break is an alternative-to-spring-
break providing students with short-term 
mission trips or service projects that fos-
ter deep fellowship and spiritual growth 
through life-transformative experiences. 
This year there are 14 trips to various 
locations around the world. For more 
information on Real Break and OCF go to 
the website at www.ocf.net

Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) 
is the official campus ministry program 
of the Standing Conference of Canoni-
cal Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
(SCOBA).

OCF works to nurture and strengthen 
love for Jesus Christ and His Church in its 
fullness at this most critical juncture of 
human life through its support of more 
than 260 local chapters throughout North 
America. It involves thousands of college 
students through its programming, in-
cluding the College Conferences and Real 
Break. Additional information on all the 
OCF programs can be found on the OCF 
website, www.ocf.net, or by calling toll-
free, 800-919-1623

ECUMENICAL/PAN-ORTHODOX

For less than 10 copies use the coupon below

Please send me ______ copies of “Popular Greek Recipes” at $1595 plus $5.00 
postage and handling for each copy. (Total $ 20.95 each)
Enclosed you will fi nd $ _______________ for this order
Name _______________________________________________________
Ad dress______________________________________________________
City__________________________ State ________ Zip Code __________

THE IDEAL GIFT!

Now with 60 NEW recipes for $ 1595!
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

30 Race Street Charleston, South Carolina 29403

40% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS OF 10 OR MORE TO 
ALL FUND-RAISING GROUPS AND RETAIL OUTLETS 
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P hiloptochos The Voice of
Pilgrimage Group Travels to Cappadocia

by Faye Peponis

Last of three parts

The following article concludes 
the first–hand reflections of the historic 
National Philoptochos pilgrimage to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and Cappadocia 
in October 2007. We read of the pilgrims’ 
visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchate and 
the audience with Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew as well as visits to Halki, 
Agia Sophia, Baloukli Monastery, Church 
of Chora and Agia Triada and the Zogra-
pheion Parochial School.  Below we learn 
of the extended trip to Cappadocia, the 
heart of the Orthodox faith.

Some pilgrims left the group at Con-
stantinople and returned to the United 
States due to conflicting commitments. 
The remaining pilgrims flew to Keyseri 
(Caesarea) in the heart of Cappadocia.

This land of Greek Orthodox church-
es and dwellings was carved into the soft 
tufi rock formations left behind by the 
eruption of three surrounding volcanoes 
and centuries of erosion. Multi–colored 
canyons filled with conical structures, 
many topped with whimsical caps of hard 
volcanic rock, outline ancient river beds 
gouged into the flat plains of the area.

Multilevel monasteries with churches 
and chapels and multilevel cities permeate 
the mountains. Their doors and rooms 
are now visible since the outer walls have 
collapsed over time but were invisible 
to invaders who saw only solid cliffs and 
mountainsides.  Mill stones were rolled 
over small entrances hidden behind 
shrubs or clefts in the rock. Ventilator 
shafts brought in fresh air.  Smoke from 
cooking fires was routed through tunnels 
to exits far from the settlement. This was 
healthier but the smoke was absorbed by 
the rock of the tunnels or was so far from 
the settlement that invaders did not trace 
it back to the inhabitants.

Chapels were designed with tradi-
tional configurations of a church includ-
ing domes, apses and columns. Chapels 
were covered with appropriate icons on 
every square inch of wall.  Few chapels 
are intact with damage to icons evident 
from both ancient iconoclasts and from 
graffiti. The pilgrims climbed up, down, 
around, through, over and under to 
see these wonders that witness to the 

National President Georgia Skeadas, 
who also serves as convention general 
chairman, announced that changes in 
the structure of the 2008 convention 
committees will offer a more broad-
based opportunity for participation by 
new members.

President Skeadas stated, “The 
changes in the structure of the conven-
tion committees, and the incorporation 
of new members working closely with 
more experienced members, will ensure 
the perpetuation of not only the vision of 
our Society, but also the continuation of 
the legacy of achievement of the past into 
the future, specifically, the 2008 National 
Philoptochos Biennial Convention and 
future conventions”.

This new structure incorporates 
several tiers of committees that will re-
port to the Steering Committee, which 
will guide and oversee the various tiers 
of committees and sub-committees, as 
well as participate in the decision mak-
ing process.

The Steering Committee will consist 
of the officers of the National Philop-
tochos Executive Board, the past two 
convention chairs, the past host com-
mittee chair and National Board spiritual 
advisor, Bishop Andonios. This new tier 
committee structure complements the 
Steering Committee in a unique design, 
pairing experienced members with new 
members.  Tier One includes Program, 
Public Relations, Host Committee, 
Registration, Banquet/Events, Advisory, 
Sponsorship and Arrangements. Tier 
Two includes Workbook, Membership 
Symposium, Awards, Secretariat, Stand-
ing Committees, Credentials and Del-
egate Liaisons.  The Steering Committee 
recently met in Washington to tour the 
facilities and to refine the convention 
program. It will also feature innova-
tive sessions for membership, public 
relations and expansion that will offer 
opportunities for learning and sharing. 
A special banquet program is planned 
along with other events. Registration is 
$550 per delegate/alternate to encour-
age full participation from all chapters.

Convention Offers Innovations

Much Success Achieved in ‘07
National Philoptochos President 

Georgia Skeadas in her 2008 member-
ship letter to the chapters stated, “As 
we begin our activities in 2008, we are 
reminded that we are, once again, in a 
convention year, as well as celebrating 
over 77 years of philanthropy, since the 
Society was founded in 1931.This past 
year, we experienced a major disaster, 
the devastating fires in Greece. Our 
Philoptochos chapters responded imme-
diately and generously. This could never 
have been accomplished without the 
continued growth and enthusiasm of our 
Philoptochos members. We have started 
many new, and we have continued many 
existing philanthropic projects, as well as 
initiating the Warm Up America Afghan 
Project, the Nouna Project, the Literacy 
Program and, in the new year the Na-
tional Philoptochos Autism Program. At 
the Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon 
in November in Newport Beach, Calif., 
Archbishop Demetrios aptly stated that 
‘there is no limit to what we are called 
to do,’ and he urged the Philoptochos 
women to ‘spread this benevolent pow-
er.’ We are in the age of philanthropy 
– and Philoptochos is at the forefront, 
to respond to the crises and problems 
facing our contemporary world.”

The National Philoptochos Society is 
implementing new initiatives which have 
a deeper incorporation and alignment 
with National Health Observance Days.  
As a result of the Philoptochos Chapters’ 
generous commitment to the National 
Philoptochos Society Cardiac Fund each 
February, Chapters are encouraged to 
raise awareness of the American Heart 
Association’s GO RED CAMPAIGN.

This is a national call for women, by 

BALLOONING over the picturesque, other-worldly landscape of Cappadocia.

hardship and martyrdom of the ancient 
Christians. Prayers were offered in these 
sacred spaces of antiquity for those fallen 
asleep in the Lord and for our families 
and loved ones.

Another highlight of the trip was view-
ing these wonders from a hot air balloon.  
Over a dozen pilgrims took to the sky to 
see the geologic wonders of Cappadocia 
from this vantage point.

Marveling at God’s work in the hills 
and formations of the vast plains and 
valleys, appreciating man’s creativity in 
literally carving an existence from these 
hills and fields, reveling in the total serene 
silence, jumping at the powerful blast 
made by ignition of the gases that kept our 
huge balloon aloft, soaring to 4,500 feet 
surrounded by dozens of colorful balloons 
in the air around us, seeing our shadow 
slowly drift across the face of the cliff, and 
precisely landing on a trailer the exact size 
of the basket will all be experiences every-
one loved and no one will forget.

On level ground we viewed demon-
strations and shopped at a turquoise and 
onyx factory, a pottery facility making the 
famous red clay pottery of Cappadocia, 
and a wool and silk rug center that are sup-
ported by the government to help main-
tain the centuries old skills of craftsman 
using local resources.  We experienced 

a contemporary event within an ancient 
site of Cappadocia: the whirling ceremony 
SEMA of the Whirling Dervishe.

This ritual, originating in the 1200’s, 
was held in an historic Carevanserai, one 
of the ancient inns spaced one day’s camel 
walk from each other all along the Silk 
Road to the East. 

One could easily imagine colorful 
tents and lavish rugs, sights and smells of 
animals, cooking and weary travelers and 
the cacophony of voices raised in greeting, 
arguing, bartering and prayer.

The cities of Cappadocia were inhab-
ited by Greeks until they were uprooted 
in 1922. Evidence of the finely built stone 
structures in the main area of a town was 
obvious yet few were well maintained. 
The vast fields of wheat, grapes for Cap-
padocian wine, apricot trees and melon 
fields no longer reflect any Greek pres-
ence here.

One observer put it succinctly, “There 
were no wealthy Turks until 1922.”  We 
were heartened to be able to light a candle 
at the museum church of Sts. Constantine 
and Helen where His All Holiness is given 
permission by the local government to 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy periodically.

Cappadocia proved to be fascinating, 
spiritually uplifting, educational, physi-
cally challenging and worth every single 
minute. Seeing what those of our faith 
have endured leaves a special core of ap-
preciation within each of us for those who 
were persecuted and thankfulness and 
humility for the richness and freedom of 
our own religious experiences and reli-
gious freedom. 

We must recognize and participate in 
the continued fight for religious freedom 
for the Ecumenical Patriarch, the Ortho-
dox faithful, and the religious minorities 
of Turkey.

Each of us who made the pilgrimage 
encourages all Philoptochos members and 
chapters to participate generously in the 
November Ecumenical Patriarchate Com-
mitment Drive. There is such a need.

In the global view, we must not let the 
Phanar and its vital presence to Orthodoxy 
since the earliest years of Christianity, 
our own Christian presence, and site of 
the world’s Christian roots be erased. 
We will continue our cooperation with 
the Archons of St. Andrew and keep you 
informed of the needs of the ministries 
of the Phanar.

Faye Peponis is chairman of the 
Philoptochos Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Committee.

FEBRUARY MARKS “GO RED FOR WOMEN” CAMPAIGN
women, to take charge of their health and 
live stronger, healthier lives.  

National Philoptochos designated 
Sunday, February 3, 2008 as “GO RED 
SUNDAY” and Chapters across the coun-
try joined the movement to wear red in 
church as a symbol of support for this 
program.  

Information is available at www.
goredforwomen.org or by calling 1-888-
MY-HEART.

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. – The Philopto-
chos Ladies Society of St. John the Baptist 
Church recently held a Past Presidents 
Tribute and 30-year Celebration Fashion 
Show. 

President Linda Moustakis gave a 
warm welcome to all and told about the 30 
year journey of the past presidents.

Presidents honored included: Vickie 
Tsagatos, Presbytera Mary Spirakis, Geor-
gia Sourlis, Aspasia Buck, Vickie Panos. 

Myrtle Beach Chapter Holds Past-Presidents Tribute
Penny Vlandis, Presbytera Betsy Vlahos, 
Urania Geladakis, Vonnie Karetas, Joanne 
Pavlakos, Maria Kiser and current Presi-
dent Linda Moustakis.

The evening ended with a fashion 
show hosted by local radio personality, 
Kelli Dixon and fashions provided by Stein 
Mart. The Presidents were given plaques 
and certificates for their outstanding dedi-
cation and hard work, followed by door 
prizes and a raffle.
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What most of us have intuitively 
feared for years appears to be true, and 
the studies are stacking up to substanti-
ate it.

According to the recent study com-
pleted by the Barna Group out of Los 
Angeles, as many as 60 percent of Chris-
tian students who leave for college never 
return to Church. Subsequent studies 
conducted by individual Christian tradi-
tions report statistics as high as 80-90 
percent.

Experts refer to this as faith attrition.  
Regardless of the real number and what 
we may think about survey statistics, the 
Christian Church appears to be facing a 
serious challenge, and there’s no cred-
ible reason to believe that the Orthodox 
tradition is immune to it.  Of course, the 
million-dollar question is why.

For decades Christians have been 
quick to point out the secularizing effects 
of public colleges and universities. After 
all, demonizing the campus gives Chris-
tian parents and parishes a convenient 
target, while at the same time keeping 
them off the hook.

As most of us know, however, prob-
lems are rarely that simple and unidi-
mensional. The reality is these statistics 
reflect a complexity of factors. Any serious 
attempt to provide a solution must be 
willing to engage them.

Roots of secularization
According to the recent research con-

ducted by Mark Regenerus, a sociologist 
from the University of Texas and author 

Facing Up to the Reality of Youth Leaving the Church: A Pastoral Response
by Fr. Kevin Scherer of Forbiden Fruit: Sex & Religion in the 

Lives of American Teenagers, the roots 
of secularization are found to run much 
deeper than the public campus.

He sites data from the National Study 
of Youth and Religion, which suggests that 
secularization does not begin in college 
but only materializes there. In most cases, 
the intersection of first-time-freedom 
and the distorted moral opportunities 
afforded on most public campuses reveal 
what is latent in the hearts of students. 
We have to look much deeper than the 
campus if we hope to find the real roots 
of the problem.

To begin, we must face up to the ob-
vious reality that most of us have missed: 
students live in an adult created world!  
Parents and priests alike are quick to point 
out the variety of vices and addictions to 
which young people are attached, but 
rarely reflect on the adult greed and fail-
ure that make any of those possible.

Yes, there has been a remarkable 
increase in the sexual activity, substance 
abuse, mental illness, poor academic 
performance, obesity, and sexual abuse 
of college students.  However, none of 
these statistics take place within a vacuum 
– each of these students was born into a 
broken world, with broken parents and 
broken communities. This is what the 
Orthodox Church teaches about a fallen 
world.

The truth is that for too long Chris-
tian parents have relied solely upon 
the Church for the religious education 
and formation of their children. Uncon-
sciously, many parents believe they’re 
responsible for the general well being, 

financial obligation and education of 
their children while the priest and Sunday 
School department assumes the spiritual 
side of things.

The Biblical author of Deuteronomy 
presents us with a different picture: “You 
shall teach [the commandments] to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house, when you walk by the 
way, when you lie down, and when you 
rise up…” (6:7-8).

Whether out of humility or fear, 
handing over our religious responsibili-
ties as parents to the parish amounts to 
spiritual abandonment and sets up the 
Church for failure. 

Church’s role
The Church’s role in the formation 

of the next generation is specifically to 
help its students answer the question that 
Jesus asks Peter in the Gospel of Matthew 
(16:15): “Who do you say that I am?” So 
many of our students leave home having 
no idea how Christ (Christology) connects 
to the rich and deep tradition of their 
Orthodox faith.

Our bishops and priests have been 
ordained to make these personal connec-
tions relevant and clear. Their role is to 
help us understand how the Scriptures, 
divine services, sacraments, doctrine, 
hymnography, architecture, canons, 
iconography, and saints of the Church 
all point to Christ and how each of them 
reveal a way of life in which each of us 
can be intimately connected to the life of 
the Holy Trinity.

If the clergy are not purposefully and 
actively helping students make these con-
nections, it’s easy for them to get lost in 
the 2,000 years of tradition, culture, cus-
tom and history. The reality is that most 
of our students are biblically illiterate, 
insecure about explaining and sharing 
their faith, and feeling guilty over their 
questions and doubts.

The students of this generation have 
grown up in a post-modern world where 
skepticism about objective truth and mo-
rality is the norm.

Students are generally more accept-
ing and inclusive of other people, their 
ideas, and worldviews. This is the result 
of the digital connection that they have 
with the rest of the world (e.g., social 
networking, blogging, video and audio 
podcasts).

They are at least vaguely familiar with 
the religious orientation, questions, and 
morality of other people groups all over 
the world, and certainly within the United 
States. For this reason they have lots and 
lots of questions.

Furthermore, they’ve grown increas-
ingly resistant and tired of what they 
perceive to be the bigoted and narrow-
minded worldview of the Church. They 
resist the simple explanations and narra-
tives that fail to answer the deeper “why” 
questions and which ultimately fail to 
connect them to the substantive identity 
of Christ.

Students have become accustomed 
to hearing messages of sin avoidance but 
are not accustomed to parents or clergy 
explaining why a loving God would re-
quire such moral behavior. 

The result is a generation of Ortho-
dox young people who feel guilty about 
their behavior and questions – a genera-
tion who is fearful about sharing what’s 
really inside for fear of judgment. 

They have left their churches for 
college believing that religious questions 
and doubts equate to an inferior and 
weak faith.

An understanding environment
Our students need and deserve safe 

environments in which they can explore 
their questions and doubts. They need 
parishes and clergy that are not fearful of 
their generational context or orientation.  
Our students need for us to understand 
the real depth of adolescent transition 
that they make when they leave home 
for college.

Once again, most of our minds race 
to the moral and ideological distractions 
and temptations that our students face 
on the public campus. Rarely, however, 
do we reflect on the very pragmatic and 
emotional struggles of leaving home.

Consider all of the connections that 
are broken during this transition.  Stu-
dents leave their parents, friends, parish, 
priest, school, and community – all those 
things that anchor their identity. In ad-
dition, most of them are navigating for 
the first time financial obligation, inde-
pendent decision-making, real personal 
freedom and substantive educational 
challenges.

All of these changes take place 
within the short space of a few months. It 
shouldn’t surprise us that some of these 
same students run to relationships or 
substances to cope with the anxiety and 
confusion of their transitional context.

These are the reasons why the 
Church must be present to help students 
interpret and contextualize their experi-
ences in light of the Christian Gospel and 
ultimately connect them to the person 
of Christ.

When the Church is absent on 
campus, many of our students are eas-
ily captured by the ideologies of other 
so-called “enlightened” individuals and 
organizations.

Support needed
  Our students are desperate to feel 

supported by the Church, not controlled.  
Students are at a stage in human devel-
opment where it is most natural for an 
individual to ask questions and push 
for independence. We must resist the 
temptation to control their experiences 
and questions; instead, we must learn to 
become comfortable with the hard ques-
tions, remembering that our formational 
motivation should be long term, not im-
mediate.

For over four decades, the Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF) has been one 
of the primary ways in which the Ortho-
dox Church in North America has sought 
to connect with our college campuses. 
The OCF is one of the seven official out-
reach ministries under the Standing Con-
ference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in 
the Americas (SCOBA).

At present, there are approximately 
250 local OCF chapters in the United 
States and Canada that exist to come 
along side our parents and parishes for 
the specific task of keeping our students 
connected to the life giving teaching and 
experience of the Orthodox Church. 
These local chapters are critical for a va-
riety of reasons.

First of all, many campuses are not 
even within driving distance of an Or-
thodox church. On the other hand, some 
are but regular student attendance is 
challenged by a lack of consistent trans-
portation options. This makes the college 
campus much like an island – it can be 
challenging to get on and off.

Even the priests of nearby campus 
parishes struggle to get on the “island” 

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
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cluding Artemida where 16 people lost 
their lives.

Local officials briefed Bishop Ando-
nios on the present situation and their 
efforts to assist those affected.

He inquired about current needs and 
projects that the Archdiocese could offer 
assistance to.

Based on the bishop’s discussions 
with the metropolitan and governor of 
Ileia, who both expressed thanks to the 
Archdiocese for providing much-needed 
animal feed during November and 
December, the Committee approved a 
$1,652,998 proposal from IOCC (Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities) to 
provide additional tons of feed and forag-
ing seed to 2,000 farming families in the 
Peloponnese who have been impacted by 
the destruction of pastureland.

Indications are that the government 
may ban open grazing of livestock for two 
years to allow the burned areas to recover. 
This has created tremendous hardships 
for local farmers who must now provide 

$1.6 M  Approved for Fire Relief

Vasili lost half his live-
stock and 85 olive trees 
to last summer’s wild-
fi res in Greece, but he 
is determined to hold 
on to his family’s farm 
in Pelopio. Now that it 
is winter, emergency 
supplies of animal feed 
from IOCC will help 
keep his remaining 
livestock alive. A new 
$1.6 million grant by 
the Archdiocese to IOCC 
will extend this help to 
2,000 additional farm-
ers in the hard-hit areas 
of Ileia and Arcadia. 

fodder for their herds which are confined 
to small corrals.

This grant not only directly benefits 
those farmers but will also indirectly help 
the environment by allowing nature to 
recover from the devastation.

Moreover, it provides relief to the lo-
cal government agencies which will be re-
lieved of the burden of providing this type 
of assistance thus allowing them to focus 
their efforts on other areas of need. 

This latest endeavor continues a pro-
gram that was subsidized by the Fund with 
an initial grant to IOCC in late October.

During his visit to Zaharo, His Grace 
met with some of the farmers who have 
benefited tremendously from the program 
underwritten by Archdiocese.

As a result of His Grace’s discussions 
with key individuals, a number of addi-
tional projects were also discussed and, 
as soon as all the necessary information 
has been collected, the Committee will 
meet again to decide how the balance of 
the Fund can best be used to offer the 
greatest assistance to those affected by 
the wildfires.

to meet with students. Given their heavy 
responsibility loads and many “hats,” 
most priests are lucky to get on campus 
once or twice a month, if at all.

Most priests who are fortunate 
enough to get on campus weekly will 
readily confess how much more needs 
to be done. Given the deep challenges, 
transitions, and distractions of the public 
campus, these local OCF chapters provide 
a safe context for Orthodox students to 
share their anxieties, talk about their ques-
tions, and reconnect with their Orthodox 
identity.

All of the aforementioned studies 
reveal that time is a luxury that the Or-
thodox Church cannot afford. We must 
act now, and we must commit to a new 
course. We must invest the necessary 
time, energy and money to recapture 
the hearts and minds of our Church’s 
future. We must be willing to train up an 
army of competent lay persons who will 
work along side the clergy to be present 
on these campus islands and help these 
students make sense of their challenging 
realities.

This is a course to which the OCF is 
committed and for which it was commis-
sioned. Everyday we are looking for cre-

ative ways to build bridges between our 
students and their Orthodox faith.

It doesn’t profit the Church or our 
students to over-simplify the challenges 
of our modern context.  We must resist 
the black-and-white categories and easy 
answers that are so typical for us.

More-and-more colleges and univer-
sities are career oriented. Lost are the 
days when the university existed for the 
sole purpose of pointing students in the 
direction of truth.  If we want to retain the 
precious treasure that our loving Father 
has entrusted to us, we must first of all 
own the responsibility that is ours.

Parents must find the humility and 
courage to wrestle with the spiritual 
formation of their own children, and 
our clergy must recommit themselves 
to teaching the relevant connection of a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ to 
every aspect of our Orthodox tradition.

The synergy of these worlds is what 
allows our students the freedom to share 
their questions, doubts, vulnerabilities, 
and failures. 

It’s a context of social support and 
not social control that helps our students 
in their life journey toward Truth, namely 
Jesus Christ. Where we fail to sustain 
this environment, we fail to retain our 
students.
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 Archbishop's Visit to Tampa

by His Em i nence Arch bish op Demetrios of Amer i ca

The Renewing of the Spirit
Archpastoral Reflections EDITORIAL 

Much Needed Relief
We began this series of reflections on the topic of 

“renewal” with a reflection on the renewal of the heart. 
We now turn to examining the renewal of the spirit, 
which is the touchstone of our intellectual development 
as persons, of our fellowship with one another, and of 
our ability to be in genuine communion with God and 
His Truth. What precisely do we mean by “renewal” of 
the spirit? 

This question is best answered by observing the 
characteristics which a person with a renewed spirit 
displays.

We may first observe that a person who demonstrates a renewed spirit is 
one who exhibits clarity, purity, and piety in thinking.

That is to say, a person who demonstrates a renewed spirit does not ex-
hibit confused thinking.  Rather, such a person’s thought is characterized by 
the disciplined and regimented manner of approaching abstract concepts and 
communicating them with elegant simplicity to others.

A person who demonstrates a renewed spirit recognizes that his intellec-
tual abilities are gifts from God, and, therefore, he is mindful of the dangers of 
being arrogant or prideful due to his intellectual abilities.  Instead, he values 
humility and views a keen intellect as a gift that God provides to him not to 
advance himself, but to serve others. 

Second, a person with a renewed spirit is someone who thinks and acts 
properly with others.

He consciously remembers that relationships with others are to be trea-
sured and valued.

Such a person remembers that other human beings are never to be taken 
advantage of, abused, or neglected.

For example, an employer with a renewed spirit does not treat his employ-
ees with indignity. A parent with a renewed spirit does not neglect his child.  
A team member with a renewed spirit does not take personal credit for work 
that he knows others are doing, but he rejoices for others in the collective 
results that emerge.

Third, a person with a renewed spirit functions properly in being with 
God.  Such a person is able to balance the stress of work and life issues by 
knowing that God is a real and constant source of strength.

He reaches out to God in prayer on a daily basis, and he is not afraid to 
raise the question of faith or to express his faith with others. He knows that 
God is active and omnipresent in all arenas of life, pouring forth his peace 
and serenity.

Finally, as we ponder these three attributes of a person with a renewed 
spirit, we also consider that the “renewal of the spirit,” unlike some activities 
such as the pursuit of an education or the building of one’s physical strength 
through exercise, is not the result of human-initiated activity alone.

Rather, renewal of the spirit is only achievable through human effort com-
bined with the action of the Holy Spirit. This is the significance of our baptism 
and chrismation, as affirmed by Saint Peter’s exhortation to the adults of Judea: 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).

Through our continued commitment of our lives in faith, the Holy Spirit 
provides us with a constant source of rejuvenation, dwells within us, allows us 
to grow as persons, to discover new ideas for the betterment of all humanity, 
and to enhance our growth as persons in the likeness of God.

Thus, unlike other aspects of renewal, “renewal of the spirit” is not a 
condition that, once obtained, ceases its activity.  Rather, it is a state of be-
ing that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, imparts to us an ongoing renewal, 
continually repairing all our human deficiencies, and propelling us to ever-
increasing heights and potentials as we grow in our communion with God 
and His saving truth.

The Special Committee of the 
Greek Fire Relief Fund has provided a 
great gift of financial aid to the victims 
of the tragic fires that plagued southern 
Greece last August, approving $1.65 
million in available funds at their meet-
ing earlier this month.

This will help more than 2,000 
farming families and others in the 
region with tons of animal feed and 
foraging seed to help in the recovery 
of the devastated pasture land.

Working through the International 
Orthodox Christian Charities, the com-
mittee will help ensure the funds are 
distributed in a timely manner.

The families in the region continue 
to suffer immensely, as the recent fact-
finding trip by Bishop Andonios of 
Phasiane has determined.

The statistics of the losses are stag-
gering for this poor area of Greece.

The most tragic statistic of all is 
the loss of life – 65 fatalities. Trees can 
be replanted; livestock can eventually 
be replaced, but not the loss of loved 
ones.

It will take a very long time for 
these people to recover from their 
material losses.

Continuing support of the fund by 

the faithful is needed, but, beyond this, 
other actions must be taken that will 
ensure such a tragedy can be averted 
in the future.

One of the problems that was ex-
perienced last August was the lack of 
sufficient fire-fighting personnel and 
equipment to stem the fires that burned 
for weeks in the affected remote rural 
areas. Government officials and others 
have called for the creation of small fire 
brigades in the villages to respond to 
fire emergencies in the future.

Another issue involves the rebuild-
ing of several churches destroyed by 
the fires, which the government has 
pledged to accomplish. But outside 
assistance will be necessary to furnish 
these churches.

An ample supply of clean, potable 
water is another issue. The water in 
some villages is polluted and the gov-
ernment has been bringing in bottled 
water. Recommendations call for a wa-
ter filtration system for these villages.

These and other issues will need to 
be addressed over the long run, and the 
Greek Fire Relief Fund and IOCC will 
continue to play an important role well 
into the future in doing what they can 
to help address these problems.

Editor,
On page12 of the January 2008 issue 

of the Observer, there is a brief reference 
to His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios 
celebrating Divine Liturgy at St. John 
Church in Tampa.

It says "A reception took place after-
ward and the community presented a 
check for $7,000." Actually, the check was 
for $6,300 of our festival proceeds which 
were donated to LifePath Hospice, a local 
charity, as part of our church's commit-
ment to use a portion of the festival pro-
ceeds to benefit the local community.

LifePath Hospice representatives were 
in attendance to receive the check. But the 
most moving part of His Eminence's visit 
came when he and I stopped by the home 
of parishioners who had a very sick little 7 
month old baby, to whom His Eminence 
presented a small icon, anointed with Holy 
Unction, and prayed over.

Three weeks later, this little baby 
died.  I know this visit meant a great 
deal to this family and it was particularly 
inspiring to see the pastoral sensitivity of 
our Archbishop, who spent the weekend 
surrounded by thousands of people and 
cameras, but who at heart is still the priest 
who prays and cries with his people.

Thank you Your Eminence!
Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis

Tampa, Fla.

Editor,
Observing a gallery of icons that 

populate the many pages of your paper 
only serves to add to the multi-dimen-
sional faith and pride I have in being an 
Orthodox Christian.

 Icons

The Protestant church is a clear ex-
ample of the damage that can be done 
when Holy Scripture is not accompanied 
by Holy Tradition.

The constant misinterpretation of the 
gospel has only led to the formation of nu-
merous denominations within Protestant 
Christianity itself.

The icon is a metaphorical “window 
to Heaven.”

The Orthodox way is the true way 
– the way Christ led, and the way He thus 
expected us to follow.

The Orthodox Observer clearly makes 
this Holy path more visible.

James Alexandros Papastamos
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

 Epiphany

Editor,
Like many fellow Greek Americans, I 

love to read about the epiphany celebra-
tions held throughout Greece and special 
places within the U.S. such as Tarpon 
Springs which recently celebrated its 
102nd commemoration.

An amazing crowd of 20,000 observ-
ers watched 50-plus young men dive in 
for the coveted cross. Why do we limit 
this beautiful tradition to just one gender? 
If our religion continues to remain 
steadfast to traditions without adapt-
ing to changes, we may find that our 
future faithful may begin to drift away. 
     Why can’t young ladies, who are 
also devout Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians, partake in these celebrations? 

Jim Limperis
Seekonk, Mass.

Several parishes do allow girls to 
participate. – editor

Hellenic College and Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology 
announce the launch of a new and 
redesigned website.

The dynamic new site provides 
users with a comprehensive overview 
of both schools, including campus life, 
staff and student profiles, donor oppor-

New Website for HC/HC
tunities and admissions information.

Special features include the ability 
to apply for either school online, access 
the course catalogue and, for alumni, 
the opportunity to update your contact 
information online. 

Visit the new site at: http://www.
hchc.edu 

In the Epiphany photo from Honolulu on page 14 of the January issue, the 
name of the retriever of the cross was incorrect. 

It should have read Nicholas Allen, son of Constantine and Dr. Anita Allen.

Correction
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PALOS HILLS, Ill.–Parishioners of 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church 
recently honored their pastor emeritus 
and longtime former pastor Fr. Byron 
Papanikolaou and Presbytera Cynthia for 
his 47 years service by having a section of 
the road that passes by the church named 
in his honor.

After a recent Divine Liturgy with at 
least 1,000 worshippers in attendance, Fr. 
Nicholas W. Jonas, current pastor of Sts. 
Constantine and Helen Church, took to 
the podium for the special presentation.

Joining him were Fr. Panteleimon Da-
lianis; Parish Council President Theodore 
Argiris; Board Chairman Peter Lagen; and 
St. Helen Philoptochos President Cathy 
Gofis, for the naming of Roberts Road as 
“Honorary Father Byron Way.”

Fr. Nicholas introduced Palos Hills 
Mayor Gerald Bennett, who proclaimed 
the name change. Also present was the 
entire City Council.

Mr. Bennett, a friend of the Church 
community and mayor for 27 years, went 
on to speak very fondly of Fr. Byron.

Parish Dedicates Road 
in Honor of Longtime Priest

The Mayor presented Fr. Byron and 
Presbytera Cynthia with one of the street 
signs that will also mark that section of 
Roberts Road.

This was an honor the City wanted to 
bestow upon Fr. Byron not only for the 
leadership he has offered the Greek Or-
thodox faithful but also the greater Palos 
Hills community. Fr. Byron's ministry can 
be summarized with the following:

• 47 years at Sts. Constantine and 
Helen, his first and only parish;

• 3,748 baptisms;
• 1,903 weddings;
• 1,947 souls laid to rest
• 1,118 graduates of Koraes Elemen-

tary School;
• 1,505 graduates of the Sunday 

Church School;
• 65,000 hospital visits
Fr. Byron was indeed surprised and 

moved beyond words as he thanked the 
Mayor and the City Council for this tre-
mendous honor. Fr. Byron was joined 
by Presbytera Cynthia, their children and 
other family members.

BROCKTON, Mass.–Sunday school 
students (grades nursery-12), and teach-
ers at Annunciation Church of Brockton 
recently participated in the Toys for Tots 
program sponsored by the United States 
Marine Corps Reserve.

This has been very successful, which 
has led to fulfilling the Christian teaching 
of the giving to others in need for the 
third year.

The GOYA organization (Greek Ortho-
dox Youth of America) raised donations 
within the parish community to purchase 
gifts for 30 Brockton DSS children with the 
help from Nasios & Galloway LLP.

In addition, $300 was donated to the 
Stoughton Food Pantry for milk, eggs, 

Brockton Children Inspired 
to Practice Philanthropy

and juice for local families in need during 
the holidays. Goyans also brought gifts 
and dinners to the Philoxenia House in 
Brookline.

The Metropolis Philoxenia House, 
established by Metropolitan Methodios 
is 1986, continues to offer hospitality to 
those who come to Boston for medical 
treatment. Whether they stay for a few 
days, or a few weeks or months, the guests 
develop a bond with the Greek Orthodox 
community of New England which con-
tinues to strengthen them through corre-
spondence with Metropolitan Methodios 
and the volunteers and visitors to the 
Philoxenia House.

DURHAM, N.C. – St. Barbara’s Church, 
organized in 1945 and located for the past  
57 years in one of Durham's (NC) central 
city neighborhoods, will soon be moving 
to a new "landmark location," a seven-
acre site in the heart of southern Durham 
County.

The new church – in its new location 
– will be strategically located to serve Cary, 
Apex  and western Wake County.

Pete Marinos of the building commit-
tee is supervising the project.

The sanctuary will seat 350 and the 
projected cost of the entire project, includ-
ing property, is $4.5 million.

N.C. Church to Build New House of Worship

More Metropolis News 
on Pages 20-21

CHILDREN of Annunciation Church with Metropolitan Methodios of Boston.



FEBRUARY 200812
I n  M e m o r i a m

(973) 278-2800

Fillo
Kataifi

Kontos Foods fa mous for its POCK ET-LESS PITA,
is proud to present its orig i nal prod ucts once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 • Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC • EVRIPIDES KONTOS, Pres i dent

Offered to Com mu ni ties,
Or ga ni za tions, Church fes ti vals 

and all other func tions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service • WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CAN A DA

with the highest qual i ty in gre di entsDelicious, traditional products made 

Spanakopita
Tyropita

Exclusive Distributor for USA & CANADA of TRIKOMITES HALOUMI

Looking to BUY or SELL a Home in Florida?

21737 State Road 7
Boca Raton, Florida 33428

Office: 1 888 350-2345 Ext. 318
Office: 1 561 488-1669 Direct

ΟΜΙΛΟΥΜΕ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΑ

$328 
From$249

ONE WAY - WINTER 2008
From

TICKETS TO GREECE ON SALE !!

Από ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ - ΑΘΗΝΑ - ΘΕΣΣΑΛΟΝΙΚΗ
ROUND TRIP - WINTER 2008

OLYMPIC AIRLINES•CONTINENTAL•DELTA•US AIRWAYS•ALITALIA•AIR FRANCE
AUSTRIAN•BRITISH•KLM•LUFTHANSA•SWISS•IBERIA, etc.

Plus fuel + taxes Plus fuel + taxes
ΑΝΟΙΞΗ 2008: From $529 - ΚΑΛΟΚΑΙΡΙ 2008: From $750

Airport Taxes + Fuel EXTRA O/W $118-R/T $300-368
OWNERS VASILIS & MINA ANGELIS

ΧΑΜΗΛΕΣ ΤΙΜΕΣ ΑΠ΄ΟΛΗ ΤΗΝ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗ
STERLING TRAVEL

20 LAUREN LANE, PHILLIPSBURG, N.J. 08865
1-800-473-3238•908-213-6826 or 908-213-1251•www.hellastickets.com

From $328

Fr. William Kehayes

U P D A T ECLER GY
Ordination to the Diaconate
Louh, Nicholas G. –  by Metropolitan 

Alexios of Atlanta, at St. John the Divine 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 12/15/07

Hanley, Panagiotis Robert – by Met-
ropolitan Isaiah of Denver, Assumption 
Cathedral, Denver, 12/16/07

Stevens, Bogue Elias – Metropoli-
tan Alexios , Holy Trinity – Holy Cross 
Church, Birmingham, Ala. 12/23/07

Alfonso, Gustavo Gregory – Metro-
politan Alexios, St. Demetrios Church, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 01/13/08

Eynon, David Williams – Metro-
politan Methodios of Boston, St. John 
Church, Boston 01/13/08

Krokos, Jason – Metropolitan Alexios 
– Annunciation Church, Montgomery, 
Ala. 01/27/08

Ordination to the Priesthood
Louh, Rev. Dn. Nicholas G. – Met-

ropolitan Alexios, St. John the Divine 
Church, Jacksonville 12/16/07

Assignments
Fr. Teodor Petrutiu – Sts. Constan-

tine and Helen Church, Westland, Mich. 
(interim) 10/01/07

Fr. Vasile Catalin Tudora – St. 
John the Baptist Church, Euless, Texas 
12/14/07

Fr. Nicholas G. Louh – St. John the 
Divine Church, Jacksonville  12/16/07

Fr. Panagiotis Lekkas – St. John 
the Theologian Cathedral, Tenafly, N.J. 
01/01/08

Fr. Anargyros Stavropoulos – St. 
Athanasios, Paramus, N.J. 01/01/08

Fr. Elias Koucos -- Prophet Elias 
Church, Holladay, Utah 01/01/08

Appointments
V. Rev. Archimandrite George Nikas 

as chancellor of the Metropolis of New 
Jersey 01/06/08

Administrative Leave
Fr. Ignatios Achlioptas 01/17/08

Offikia
Metropolitan Evangelos of New 

Jersey bestowed the office of Economos 
upon Fr. Bill C. Gikas 12/23/07

Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit 
bestowed the office of Economos upon: 
Fr. Catalin Mot  01/13/08

Archbishop Demetrios of America 
bestowed the office of Economos upon: 
Fr. Charles Joanides  01/20/08

Receptions
Rev. Presbyter Vasile Catalin Tu-

dora,  Dec. 14, 2007 (from the Orthodox 
Church in America)

Retired Priests
Fr. James Stathakios 09/30/07
Fr. John Alexandrou 12/31/07

Suspended
Fr. Theodore Kyritsis  03/06/07

Editor’s Note: The information below 
for the Rev. William S. Kehayes, a priest 
for more than 55 years who passed away 
Dec. 17, was received from the family on 
Jan. 31, after the publication of the Janu-
ary issue of the Observer that included the 
original notice.

Many churches held memorial ser-
vices in Fr. William Kehayes’ memory. Fr. 
Kehayes was responsible for building four 
churches in our Archdiocese: New London, 
Bridgeport and Orange, Conn., and Naples, 
Fla. On Friday, Dec. 21, the Divine Liturgy 
was celebrated by Fr. Spiro W. Kehayes, 
son of Rev. William S. Kehayes, followed by 
funeral services officiated by Metropolitan 
Alexios of Atlanta, along with several area 
priests participating.

Born June 22, 1926 and educated in 
Newark, N.J., Fr. Kehayes studied at the 
Archdiocese seminary in Pomfret, Conn., 
until entering the armed forces in 1944. 
Upon discharge, he finished his studies 
at the Holy Cross Theological School in 
Brookline, Mass., graduating June 17, 1951. 
Fr. Kehayes was ordained a deacon July 29, 
1951, by Metropolitan Iakovos of Mytilene 
and as a priest Aug. 15, by Archbishop Mi-
chael in the Dormition Church in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. His first assignment was pastor of St. 
Sophia Church in New London, Conn., 
where he organized a building fund cam-
paign for a new church.

Following groundbreaking ceremo-
nies in 1955, Archbishop Michael assigned 
Fr. Kehayes to Holy Trinity Church in 
Bridgeport, Conn., where he organized 
parish activities, including youth ministry 
and religious education programs.

The community launched a building 
campaign in 1957 and the new church com-
plex was completed in 1965. Fr. Kehayes 
served Holy Trinity for 18 years.

Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I 
bestowed upon Fr. Kehayes the highest 
ecclesiastical rank, Steward of the Church 
of Constantinople, in 1971.  In May 1976, 
Archbishop Iakovos conferred upon him 
the highest ecclesiastical rank given to a 
married cleric, that of Protopresbyter.

In 1973, Fr. Kehayes was assigned to 
Annunciation Church in Rochester, N.Y. 
He concentrated on ministry to couples of 
inter-faith marriages, religious education 
and youth ministry. He was also Orthodox 
chaplain to Canadaigua Veterans Hospital, 
ministering to domiciled veterans and their 
families. He was certified in psychotherapy. 
Fr. Kehayes became pastor of St. Nicholas 
Church in Detroit in 1975.

He moved on to Hellenic College as 
first dean of institutional advancement and, 
in cooperation with Dr. Thomas Lelon, the 
Halki Village dormitory complex was built, 
along with athletic fields and tennis courts. 
While at Hellenic College/Holy Cross 
School of Theology, he also served a new 
parish in Cohasset, Mass. – Panagia.

Fr. Kehayes next was assigned to St. 
Barbara Church in New Haven, Conn., on 
Oct. 13, 1983. He guided the community to 
build a new church in Orange, Conn.

On Sept. 14, 1984, the Feast of the 
Elevation of the Cross together with area 
clergy, Archbishop Iakovos broke ground 
for a new church. Fr. Kehayes celebrated 
the first Divine Liturgy at the new church 
on Aug. 15, 1987. During the groundbreak-
ing ceremonies, Fr. Kehayes was cited by 
the Board of Trustees of Holy Cross with 
President Lelon presenting a plaque for 
“Extraordinary ministry as Dean of Institu-
tional Advancement.”

Fr. Kehayes married the former Chris-
tine Papapostolos of Boston on June 24, 
1951. They were blessed with four children 
and 10 grandchildren: Fr. Spiro W. Kehayes, 
a priest in Wheeling, W.Va., Peter and Paul 
of Smyrna, Tenn.; and Naya Kehayes Head, 
of Seattle. Upon his 45th anniversary, Fr. 
Kehayes was asked by Archbishop Iakovos 
to serve St. Katherine parish in Naples, Fla., 
part-time. Within a few weeks it became a 
fulltime commitment. Fr. Kehayes led the 
effort to build a new church to elevate St. 
Katherine from its missionary status. Fr. Bill 
also was instrumental in encouraging many 
of his altar boys to the seminary for the 
priesthood; many followed in his footsteps. 
Expressions of sympathy may be made to 
the designated fund for the interior deco-
ration of St. Katherine Greek Orthodox 
Church, 7100 Airport Road North, Naples, 
FL 34109-1716.
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ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ

 Ἑορτή Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν
Ἐπιχορηγήσατε ἐν τῇ πίστει ὑµῶν τήν ἀρετήν, 
ἐν δέ τῇ ἀρετῇ τήν γνῶσιν.

Β’  Πέτρου 1:5

Πρός τούς Σεβασµιωτάτους καί Θεοφιλεστάτους 
Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί ∆ιακόνους, 
τούς Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους καί 
Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τά Ἡµερήσια καί 
Ἀπογευµατινά Σχολεῖα, τίς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, 
τήν Νεολαία, τίς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί 
ὁλόκληρο τό Χριστεπώνυµον πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς.

Ἀγαπητοί ἀδελφοί καί ἀδελφές ἐν Χριστῷ,
Στά πλαίσια τοῦ ἑορτασµοῦ τῆς Ἡµέρας τῶν 

Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν καλούµεθα ἀπό τήν Ἁγία Ὀρθόδοξο 
Ἐκκλησία µας νά µελετήσουµε τούς βίους τῶν τριῶν 
αὐτῶν µεγίστων Ἁγίων καί ∆ιδασκάλων οἱ ὁποῖοι 
ὑπηρέτησαν τόν Θεό πιστά καί προσέφεραν ὁλόκληρη 
τήν ζωή των στήν ὑπηρεσία Του. Ὁ Βασίλειος ὁ 
Μέγας, ὁ Ἅγιος Γρηγόριος ὁ Θεολόγος καί ὁ Ἅγιος 
Ἰωάννης ὁ Χρυσόστοµος εὐλογήθηκαν µέ τεράστια 
διανοητικά καί πνευµατικά χαρίσµατα. Ὑπηρέτησαν 
τήν ἐπισκοπική ἀποστολή των µέ ἁγιότητα, ἀγάπη 

καί θυσία· ἀπετέλεσαν λαµπρά παραδείγµατα ἀνθρώπων 
οἱ ὁποῖοι ἔλαβαν πολύ σοβαρά ὑπ’ ὄψιν των τό µήνυ-
µα τοῦ Ἀποστόλου Πέτρου τό ὁποῖο παρατίθεται 
ἀνωτέρω, καθότι κατά τήν διάρκεια τῆς ζωῆς των 
προσπάθησαν νά προσθέσουν ἀρετή στήν πίστη των 
καί νά ὁλοκληρώσουν αὐτή τήν ἀρετή µέ τήν γνώση 
τοῦ Θεοῦ.

Βεβαίως, δέν εἶναι εὔκολη ὑπόθεση γιά κάθε 
ἄνθρωπο νά ἀποκτήσῃ τήν γνώση τοῦ Θεοῦ. Οἱ Τρεῖς 
Ἱεράρχες τό ἐγνώριζαν αὐτό, καί, πράγµατι, ἔγραψαν 
ἐκτενῶς περί τοῦ φαινοµένου τῆς ἀδυναµίας κατανο-
ήσεως τοῦ Θεοῦ ἀπό τούς ἀνθρώπους. Ταυτοχρόνως, 
γνωρίζουµε ἀπό πολλά συγγράµατά των ὅτι ὁµιλοῦν 
γιά δυνατότητα ἀποκτήσεως κάποιου βαθµοῦ γνώσε-
ως τοῦ Θεοῦ, ἀλλά αὐτό προϋποθέτει καθαρότητα 
καρδίας. Στούς περίφηµους Μακαρισµούς τοῦ 
Εὐαγγελίου, βλέπουµε στούς λόγους τοῦ ἴδιου τοῦ 
Κυρίου, τήν παραπάνω ἰδέα διατυπωµένη σέ βαθύτατη 
σέ νόηµα, ὑπέροχη σέ κοµψότητα, καί θαυµάσια σέ 
ἁπλότητα φράση: Μακάριοι οἱ καθαροί τῇ καρδίᾳ, ὅτι 
αὐτοί τόν Θεόν ὄψονται (Ματθ. 5:8).

Αὐτή ἀκριβῶς ἡ καθαρότητα καρδίας εἶναι ἡ οὐσία 

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Με µεγάλη θλίψη 
καί βαθύτατη συγκίνηση το πλήρωµα της 
Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αµερικής επληρο-
φορήθη την εκδηµία του αειµνήστου 
Αρχιεπισκόπου Αθηνών και πάσης Ελ-
λάδος κυρού Χριστοδούλου.

Ο µακαριστός Αρχιεπίσκοπος Χρι-
στόδουλος εκοιµήθη εν ειρήνη Θεού στις 
5:15 π.µ. (ώρα Ελλάδος) τη ∆ευτέρα 28 
Ιανουαρίου 2008, στην κατοικία του, 
µετά από πολύµηνη ασθένεια και µετά 
από µακρά κατ’ οίκον νοσηλεία, την 
οποία ο ίδιος επιθυµούσε παρά την ταχεία 
επιδείνωση της υγείας του.

Ο Σεβασµιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος 
Αµερικής κ. ∆ηµήτριος αµέσως µόλις 
πληροφορήθηκε την εκδηµία του αοιδί-
µου Αρχιεπισκόπου Χριστοδούλου 
εδήλωσε: “Μας θλίβει βαθύτατα η εκδη-
µία του µακαριστού Αρχιεπισκόπου 
Αθηνών και πάσης Ελλάδος κυρού Χρι-
στοδούλου διότι µε την αναχώρησή του 
εκ του κόσµου τούτου, η Εκκλησία χάνει 
έναν εξαιρετικό και πολύτιµο Ιεράρχη, 
και λαµπρό αγωνιστή υπέρ της Ορθοδο-
ξίας και των παγκοσµίων αξιών της Ελ-
ληνικής πολιτισµικής παραδόσεως. Είχα 
την ιδιαιτέρα τιµή να τον γνωρίσω ήδη 
από την εποχή των γυµνασιακών του 
σπουδών και µετέπειτα και να εκτιµήσω 
τόν δυναµισµό του, την καλωσύνη του, 
την ευφυία του και την µεγάλη προσφο-
ρά του στην Εκκλησία σε βασικούς το-
µείς, όπως η θεία λατρεία, η ποιµαντική 
φροντίδα, η κοινωνική µέριµνα, και οι 
διορθόδοξες και διαχριστιανικές σχέσεις. 
∆έοµαι εκτενώς του Κυρίου υπέρ αναπαύ-
σεως της ψυχής του αειµνήστου εκλε-
κτού αδελφού και συλλειτουργού Αρχιε-
πισκόπου Χριστοδούλου εν σκηναίς δι-
καίων και αγίων”.

ΕΚΟΙΜΗΘΗ  ΕΝ  ΚΥΡΙΩ Ο ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΟΣ ΑΘΗΝΩΝ ΚΑΙ ΠΑΣΗΣ ΕΛΛΑ∆ΟΣ ΧΡΙΣΤΟ∆ΟΥΛΟΣ

Η ασθένεια του εκλιπόντος εξεδη-
λώθη στις 9 Ιουνίου 2007 µε την εισαγω-
γή του στο “Αρεταίειο” νοσοκοµείο των 
Αθηνών. Στις 18 Αυγούστου 2007, ο Αρ-
χιεπίσκοπος ήλθε στο Μαϊάµι της Φλό-
ριδας µε προοπτική την µεταµόσχευση 
ήπατος, η οποία τελικά δεν κατέστη δυ-
νατή, γι’ αυτό και επέστρεψε στις 26 

Οκτωβρίου στην Ελλάδα.
Παρέµεινε δε εν συνεχεία και µέχρι 

της κοιµήσεώς του νοσηλευόµενος στην 
Αρχιεπισκοπική κατοικία του στο Ψυχι-
κό Αθηνών.

Αµέσως µετά την αναγγελία της κοι-
µήσεως του µακαριστού Αρχιεπισκόπου 
Χριστοδούλου, εκηρύχθη τετραήµερο 

πένθος, ενώ η εξόδιος ακολουθία ετελέ-
σθη στον Καθεδρικό Ναό Αθηνών την 
Πέµπτη 31 Ιανουαρίου 2008.

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αµερικής ∆ηµή-
τριος παρέστη στην κηδεία του µακαρι-
στού Αρχιεπισκόπου Χριστοδούλου ως 
µέλος της συνοδείας του Οικουµενικού 
Πατριάρχου Βαρθολοµαίου.

ΝΙΚΟΛΑΟΣ ΜΑΓΓΙΝΑΣ

Ο ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ Βαρθολομαίος ηγείται της νεκρικής πομπής του μακαριστού Αρχιεπισκόπου Χριστοδούλου.
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Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

ÿ ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀµερικῆς ∆ηµήτριος

τῆς ἀρετῆς. Αὐτό τό γνώριζαν οἱ Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχες, οἱ ὁποῖοι µίλησαν γιά πολλές 
ἀπό τίς ἰδέες τῶν πρώτων Ἑλλήνων φιλοσόφων σχετικά µέ τήν ἔννοια τῆς ἀρετῆς. 
Στήν ἀρχαία Ἑλληνική φιλοσοφία, γιά παράδειγµα, ἡ ἀρετή ἔγκειτο στό νά βιώνῃ 
κάποιος µέ τρόπο ἠθικό καί λογικό. Ἡ ἐπίτευξη αὐτοῦ τοῦ στόχου θά ἀποφέρει 
ἀληθινή εὐτυχία. Οἱ Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχες ἀνέπτυξαν αὐτή τήν ἀρχή περαιτέρω, διότι 
γνώριζαν ὅτι ἐνῶ ἡ ἀρετή καί ἡ γνώση συνδέονται µέ τήν εὐηµερία τοῦ ἀτόµου, 
γνώριζαν, ἐπίσης, ὅτι τήν ὑπέρτατη ὁλοκλήρωση τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἀποτελεῖ ἡ λύ-
τρωση, ἡ ἀπόκτηση αἰώνιας εἰρήνης καί χαρᾶς πέραν τῶν ὁρίων αὐτοῦ τοῦ κόσµου, 
ἡ εἴσοδος εἰς τήν αἰώνιον βασιλείαν τοῦ Κυρίου ἡµῶν καί σωτῆρος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ 
(Β’ Πέτρου 1:11). Ὑπ’ αὐτή τήν ἔννοια, διαπιστώνουµε τήν σύνδεση τῶν ἐννοιῶν 
τῆς πίστεως, τῆς ἀρετῆς καί τῆς γνώσεως µεταξύ των ὡς πλήρως ἐνσωµατωµένων 
ἐννοιῶν ἀπαραίτητων γιά τήν αἰώνια ζωή µέ τόν Θεό.

Γιά ὅλους αὐτούς τούς λόγους πού ἀναφέραµε ἀνωτέρω, αὐτή ἡ Ἡµέρα τῆς 
Ἑορτῆς τῶν Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν συµπίπτει µέ τόν ἐτήσιο ἑορτασµό τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν 
Γραµµάτων, ἡµέρα κατά τήν ὁποία ἀναγνωρίζουµε τήν µεγάλη σπουδαιότητα πού 
διαδραµατίζει ἡ παιδεία στή ζωή µας ὡς Ἑλλήνων Ὀρθοδόξων Χριστιανῶν, τόν 
ζωτικό ρόλο τῆς παιδείας γιά τά παιδιά µας, καί τήν τεράστια ἀξία τῆς προόδου 
µας στήν γνώση τοῦ Θεοῦ ὡς τελικό στόχο τῆς ζωῆς µας ὡς ἐνηλίκων. Εἴθε αὐτή 
ἡ 30ή Ἰανουαρίου 2008, Ἑορτή τῶν Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν καί Ἡµέρα τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν 
Γραµµάτων, νά ἀναδειχθῇ ὡς ἡµέρα κατά τήν ὁποία ὅλοι µας θά ἀποφασίσουµε νά 
ἐµπλουτίσουµε τήν πίστη µας µέ ἀρετή, νά προσθέσουµε σ’αὐτήν τήν γνώση τοῦ 
Θεοῦ καί µέσῳ τῆς λατρείας Του καί τῆς εἰλικρινοῦς ἀφοσιώσεώς µας νά γνωρί-
σουµε Ἐκεῖνον ὁ Ὁποῖος µᾶς  ἔδωκε τά πάντα «τόν καλέσαντα ἡµᾶς διά δόξης 
καί ἀρετῆς» (Β’ Πέτρου 1:3).

Ἑορτή Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Στα πλαίσια της εορ-
τής των Τριών Ιεραρχών και των Ελληνι-
κών Γραμμάτων, υπό την ευλογία του 
Σεβασμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερι-
κής κ. Δημητρίου, το γραφείο Παιδείας 
της Ορθοδόξου Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής 
ανεκοίνωσε σειρά εκδηλώσεων που 
πραγματοποιήθηκαν από τις 16 εως τις 
28 Ιανουαρίου. 

Η πρώτη εκδήλωση πραγματοποιή-
θηκε στον Καθεδρικό Ναό της Αγίας 
Τριάδος στο Μανχάταν, η οποία περιλάμ-
βανε διάλεξη, βυζαντινούς ύμνους όπως 
και ταινία μικρού μήκους. Η εκδήλωση 
άρχισε με προσευχή από το Σεβασμιώ-
τατο Αρχιεπίσκοπο κ. Δημήτριο συνεπι-
κουρούμενου από μέλη βυζαντινής χορω-
δίας, ιερείς  και τον αρχιδιάκονο π. Πα-
ντελεήμονα.  Τους προσκεκλημένους 
παρουσίασε ο ιερατικώς προϊστάμενος 
π. Φραγκίσκος Μαραγκός. Χαιρετισμούς 
απηύθυναν η Πρόξενος της Ελλάδος κ. 
Σοφία Βέβε, ο Γενικός Πρόξενος της 
Κύπρου κ. Ανδρέας Παναγιώτου και ο 
Διευθυντής του Γραφείου Παιδείας της 
Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Δρ. Ι. Ευθυμιόπου-
λος, ο οποίος στην ομιλία του εξήρε τη 
σχέση των Τριών Ιεραρχών με τον άνθρω-
πο.

Μετά το τέλος της ομιλίας του Δρ.
Ευθυμιόπουλου το λόγο πήρε ο π. Μαρα-
γκός που παρουσίασε τον κύριο ομιλητή 
της ημέρας, τον Ιερολογιώτατο  διδάκτο-
ρα π. Ι. Χρυσαυγή.  Ο εξέχων και διακε-
κριμένος πατρολόγος  ανέπτυξε το θέμα 
« Οι Πατέρες της Εκκλησίας και το φυ-
σικό περιβάλλον ».  Μετά το πέρας της 
ομιλίας, προβλήθηκε ταινία μικρού μή-
κους από το συνέδριο για το περιβάλλον 
που πραγματοποιήθηκε στη Βαλτική του 
οποίου ηγείτο ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρ-
χης κ.Βαρθολομαίος. Την εκδήλωση συ-
νόψισε με τον μεστό λόγο του ο Σεβασμι-

Οι Τρεις Ιεράρχες και ο άνθρωπος
ώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος, ενώ 
ακούστηκαν βυζαντινοί ύμνοι.  

Στο λόγο του, ο Δρ. Ευθυμιόπουλος 
τόνισε:  “Σήμερα ζούμε σε μια εποχή γε-
μάτη προκλήσεις, μια εποχή στην οποία 
επιτελούνται μεγάλες αλλαγές.

Ο άνθρωπος περνά μια από τις με-
γαλύτερες κρίσεις της ιστορίας του.

Και αντί να οδηγηθεί στη λύτρωση, 
στη νέα πνευματική και ηθική ολοκλή-
ρωση, οδηγείται στην άρνηση υποβαθμί-
ζοντας έτσι την αξία του.

Ο ανθρωποκεντρικός «ουμανισμός» 
δεν θέλησε να δει τον άνθρωπο ως «εικό-
να Θεού», αλλά ως αντικείμενο της σύγ-
χρονης τεχνολογίας, της βιολογίας και 
των κοινωνιολογικών και οικονομολογι-
κών ερευνών. Σύμφωνα με τον Γεωργού-
λη, «Ο ανθρωπισμός, όταν αποκόπτει 
κάθε συσχέτιση προς τον υπερβατικό 
κόσμο της οντολογικής και θρησκευτικής 
αλήθειας, ξεφεύγει από το σκοπό του και 
μεταπλάθεται σε «απανθρωπισμό». Οι 
Πατέρες, ειδικότερα οι Τρεις Ιεράρχες 
δεν ήθελαν ο άνθρωπος να αφήσει τον 
εαυτόν του εκεί όπου τώρα μένει, γι’ 
αυτό και τον οδήγησαν εκεί όπου δεν 
φαντάζονταν οι άλλοι. 

Προβληματίσθησαν πάνω στην αγω-
νία και τον πόνο του, τη θλίψη του, την 
χαρά του, το μεγαλείο του, την τραγικό-
τητα και τα ανθρώπινα αδιέξοδά του. 
Επέδειξαν ιδιαίτερη αγάπη για τον άν-
θρωπο, τον θεόπλαστο και θεόμορφο.

Τον βλέπουν ως πνευματική αξία, ως 
ύπαρξη με αθάνατη ψυχή, με αισθήματα, 
με ιδανικά και αναζητήσεις.  Οι ίδιοι 
υπήρξαν ολοκληρωμένοι άνθρωποι, υπέ-
ροχοι ανθρωπολόγοι, ανθρωπιστές και 
αναμορφωτές.  Με τη θαυμαστή αρμονία 
του πνεύματός τους, συναισθάνθηκαν και 
έσκυψαν σε όλες τις ανάγκες και τα προ-
βλήματά του....
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Για ερωτήματα σχετικά 
με τον Κανονισμό για θέματα επιλήψιμης σεξουαλικής 

συμπεριφοράς κληρικών της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής 
ή για σχετικές καταγγελίες 

καλέστε χωρίς χρέωση τον ειδικό αριθμό (877) 544-3382
Όλες οι καταγγελίες θα ληφθούν σοβαρά υπ’ όψιν 

και θα διερευνηθούν πλήρως και με απόλυτη αμεροληψία. 
Μπορείτε να μιλήσετε Αγγλικά ή Ελληνικά σε εθελοντή ή εθελόντρια.

ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÏ ÐÁÑÁÔÇÑÇÔÇ

(212) 570-3555

ΔΙΑΦΗΜΙΣΤΕΙΤΕ ΣΤΟΝ

ôçëåöùíåßóôå óôï:

Ο ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ ΣΕ ΕΚ∆ΡΟΜΗ ΜΕ ΝΕΟΥΣ

Εκδρομή για τους σπουδαστές και 
εργαζομένους νέους της Ομογενείας δι-
οργάνωσε ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης 
Βαρθολομαίος το Σάββατο 19 Ιανουαρίου 
στην Ανατολική Θράκη. Συγκεκριμένα, 
το πρόγραμμα περιελάμβανε επίσκεψη 
στη Βιζύη, πατρίδα του μεγάλου διηγη-
ματογράφου του 19ου αιώνα Γεωργίου 
Βιζυηνού, και στην αρχαία Μήδεια 
(Kıyıköy). Στη Βιζύη ο Πατριάρχης και ο 
όμιλος των 80 εκδρομέων αποτελούμε-
νος από μαθητές, καθηγητές και τους 
Διευθυντές των τριών Λυκείων, Πατρι-
αρχικής Μεγάλης του Γένους Σχολής, 
Ζωγραφείου και Ζαππείου, επισκέφθη-
καν το Βυζαντινό ναό της Αγίας Σοφίας, 
ο οποίος μετατράπηκε τον 14ο αιώνα σε 
τέμενος, τα ερείπια των αρχαίων τειχών 
και το Ρωμαϊκό θέατρο της περιοχής. 
Κατά τη διάρκεια της αρχαιολογικής 
περιήγησης τον Πατριάρχη συνόδευε ο 
Δήμαρχος της Βιζύης Selçuk Yılmaz.

Στη συνέχεια μετέβησαν στη Μή-
δεια, όπου μετά το γεύμα επισκέφθηκαν 
τον παλαιό ναό του χωριού, ο οποίος 
μετατράπηκε μετά τη Μικρασιατική 
καταστροφή σε τέμενος, καθώς και το 
λαξευμένο σε βράχο Μοναστήρι του 
Αγίου Νικολάου, η κατασκευή του οποί-
ου ανάγεται χρονολογικώς στον δέκατο 

ôïõ Íéêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá αιώνα. Εκεί ο Πατριάρχης και οι εκδρο-
μείς έψαλαν με κατάνυξη το Απολυτίκιο 
του Αγίου Νικολάου και άλλα τροπάρια. 
Ο Πατριάρχης Βαρθολομαίος απευθυνό-
μενος εντός της ιστορικής Μονής στους 
νέους της Ομογενείας εξέφρασε τη χαρά 
του για την συνάντησή τους στην εκδρο-
μή που πραγματοποιήθηκε με την ευκαι-
ρία του νέου έτους, τονίζοντας τά εξής: 
«Να ξέρετε ότι σας αγαπούμε, σας αι-
σθανόμεθα κοντά στην Εκκλησία, κοντά 
στο Πατριαρχείο μας. Να προχωρήσετε 
στα μαθήματα, να έχετε προκοπή και 
φώτιση και να ξέρετε ότι είμαστε πάντο-
τε στο πλευρό σας. 

Σας αγαπούμε και στηρίζουμε πολ-
λές ελπίδες σ’εσάς όλους». 

Ο Πατριάρχης καλωσόρισε ιδιαίτε-
ρα, μεταξύ των εκδρομέων, νέους και 
νέες από την Ελλάδα και την Κύπρο που 
βρίσκονται στην Πόλη με την ευκαιρία 
πραγματοποιήσεως ανωτέρων μετα-
πτυχιακών σπουδών και τους συνεχάρη 
για την πρωτοβουλία τους αυτή, χαρα-
κτηρίζοντας την παρουσία τους ως 
εμπλουτισμό της Ομογενείας της Πόλης, 
ενώ, αφ’ετέρου, και οι ίδιοι έχουν ασφα-
λώς να ωφεληθούν πολλά από την παρα-
μονή τους για ένα διάστημα στην ιστο-
ρική Πόλη, σταυροδρόμι πολιτισμών, με 
τις πολλές πνευματικές και πολιτιστικές 
δυνατότητες που προσφέρει.

Ο ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ Βαρθολομαίος και οι νεαροί εκδρομείς μπροστά από 
το λαξευμένο σε βράχο Μοναστήρι του Αγίου Νικολάου στην περιοχή της αρχαίας 
Μήδειας. 

ΝΙΚΟΛΑΟΣ ΜΑΓΓΙΝΑΣ

Καραμανλής: "Η Ελλάδα στηρίζει 
τα δίκαια του Πατριαρχείου" 

Ο ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ Βαρθολομαίος με τον πρωθυπουργό της Ελλάδος 
Κώστα Καραμανλή και τη σύζυγό του Νατάσα.

ΝΙΚΟΛΑΟΣ ΜΑΓΓΙΝΑΣ

Με τον Πρόεδρο της Τουρκίας Αμπ-
ντουλά Γκιούλ και τον αρχηγό της 
αξιωματικής αντιπολίτευσης Ντενίζ 
Μπαϊκάλ συναντήθηκε στην Αγκυρα ο 
πρω θυπουργός, στο πλαίσιο της επίση-
μης επίσκεψής του στην Τουρκία. Στη 
συνέχεια μετέβη στην Κωνσταντινού-
πολη όπου συναντήθηκε με τον Οικου-
μενικό Πατριάρχη Βαρθολομαίο.

Πρώτη προτεραιότητα χαρακτήρι-
σε ο πρωθυπουργός Κώστας Καραμαν-
λής την επαναλειτουργία της Θεολογι-
κής Σχολής της Χάλκης κατά την αντι-
φώνησή του προς τον Οικουμενικό 
Πατριάρχη στο Φανάρι.

Ο πρωθυπουργός τόνισε χαρακτη-
ριστικά ότι "στον αγώνα για την προά-
σπιση των δικαίων του Οικουμενικού 
Πατριαρχείου και των αξιών που αυτό 
αντιπροσωπεύει, στον αγώνα που διε-
ξάγεται με τα όπλα της λογικής, της 
πειθούς αλλά και του κοινού συμφέρο-
ντος σας διαβεβαιώ ότι δεν θα ταλα-
ντευτούμε και δεν θα υπαναχωρήσου-
με. Μπορείτε να θεωρείτε δεδομένη 
την ενεργό και διαρκή στήριξη της 
ελληνικής πολιτείας σε αυτή την προ-
σπάθεια. Στο πνεύμα αυτό η επαναλει-

τουργία της Θεολογικής Σχολής της 
Χάλκης αποτελεί για μας πρώτη προ-
τεραιότητα. 

Θα εργαστούμε με αποφασιστικό-
τητα και συνέπεια, μαζί με όλους αυ-
τούς που συμμερίζονται τις αξίες μας 
στην Ελλάδα, στην Τουρκία, σε ολό-
κληρο τον κόσμο, προκειμένου να συ-
νεχίσετε απρόσκοπτα το θεάρεστο 
έργο που επιτελείτε για την εκπλήρωση 
της μείζονος αποστολής του Πατριαρ-
χείου", είπε ο πρωθυπουργός απευθυ-
νόμενος στον Οικουμενικό Πατριάρ-
χη. 

Ο κ. Καραμανλής δήλωσε βαθύτα-
τα συγκινημένος που επισκέπτεται το 
Φανάρι, την έδρα του Οικουμενικού 
Πατριαρχείου, ενός θεσμού που, οπως 
είπε, επι 17 αιώνες αποτελεί το θρη-
σκευτικό λίκνο του Γένους. 

Ο κ. Καραμανλής εξήρε το ρόλο του 
Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχη σημειώνο-

ντας ότι το Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο, 
με την εμπνευσμένη καθοδήγηση του 
κ. Βαρθολομαίου έχει αναλάβει ουσι-
αστικό ρόλο απέναντι στις διεθνείς 
προκλήσεις. "Υπήρξατε ο πρώτος διε-
θνής ηγέτης που αγκαλιάσατε το μήνυ-
μα της διάσωσης του περιβάλλοντος 
και διακηρύξατε τη σπουδαιότητά 
του. 

Οι πρωτοβουλίε σας έχουν τύχει 
παγκόσμιας αποδοχής και αναδεικνύ-
ουν το σύγχρονο ρόλο του πατριαρχι-
κού θρόνου σε απόλυτη συμφωνία με 
τη θεολογική σας αποστολή. Δεν υπάρ-
χει αμφιβολία ότι μέσα από τέτοιες 
πρωτοβουλίες υπογραμμίζεται με τον 
πιο έντονο τρόπο η οικουμενικότητα 
του θεσμού και ενισχύεται η διεθνής 
του παρουσία", είπε ο πρωθυπουργός. 
Αναφέρθηκε επίσης ιδιαίτερα στην 
υπεράσπιση των ανθρωπίνων δικαιω-
μάτων και θεσμών με τις πρωτοβουλίες 
που αναλαμβάνει ο κ. Βαρθολομαίος, 
σημειώνοντας ότι οι απόψεις του Οι-
κουμενικού Πατριάρχη έχουν οικουμε-
νική απήχηση.

Ο κ. Καραμανλής ανέφερε ότι ο κ.
Βαρθολομαίος αποτελεί τη φωνή της 
ανατολικής χριστιανοσύνης ως πρώτος 
μεταξύ ίσων στο στερέωμα των ορθό-

δοξων εκκλησιών, στην προσπάθεια 
για την προάσπιση των αξιών αυτών. 
“Σε αυτή την προσπάθεια έχει στρα-
τευτεί και η δυτική εκκλησία”, είπε ο 
πρωθυπουργός.

Τέλος, ο κ. Καραμανλής τόνισε ότι 
ο κ. Βαρθολομαίος παραμένει διαχρο-
νικά η σταθερή ευρωπαϊκή φωνή στην 
Τουρκία, παρά τις όποιες αντιξοότητες 
και απογοητεύσεις. 

Ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης στην 
προσφώνησή του υποδεχόμενος τον 
πρωθυπουργό εξέφρασε την ικανοποί-
ησή του για την επίσκεψή του στην 
έδρα του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου, 
όπου δια μέσου των αιώνων υφαίνεται 
και θα πλέκεται συνεχώς η ιστορία και 
η ζωή και ο ιστός της διαχρονικής πο-
ρείας της ορθοδόξου εκκλησίας και του 
γένους, όπως είπε. 
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τῆς ἀρετῆς. Αὐτό τό γνώριζαν οἱ Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχες, οἱ ὁποῖοι µίλησαν γιά πολλές 
ἀπό τίς ἰδέες τῶν πρώτων Ἑλλήνων φιλοσόφων σχετικά µέ τήν ἔννοια τῆς ἀρετῆς. 
Στήν ἀρχαία Ἑλληνική φιλοσοφία, γιά παράδειγµα, ἡ ἀρετή ἔγκειτο στό νά βιώνῃ 
κάποιος µέ τρόπο ἠθικό καί λογικό. Ἡ ἐπίτευξη αὐτοῦ τοῦ στόχου θά ἀποφέρει 
ἀληθινή εὐτυχία. Οἱ Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχες ἀνέπτυξαν αὐτή τήν ἀρχή περαιτέρω, διότι 
γνώριζαν ὅτι ἐνῶ ἡ ἀρετή καί ἡ γνώση συνδέονται µέ τήν εὐηµερία τοῦ ἀτόµου, 
γνώριζαν, ἐπίσης, ὅτι τήν ὑπέρτατη ὁλοκλήρωση τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἀποτελεῖ ἡ λύ-
τρωση, ἡ ἀπόκτηση αἰώνιας εἰρήνης καί χαρᾶς πέραν τῶν ὁρίων αὐτοῦ τοῦ κόσµου, 
ἡ εἴσοδος εἰς τήν αἰώνιον βασιλείαν τοῦ Κυρίου ἡµῶν καί σωτῆρος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ 
(Β’ Πέτρου 1:11). Ὑπ’ αὐτή τήν ἔννοια, διαπιστώνουµε τήν σύνδεση τῶν ἐννοιῶν 
τῆς πίστεως, τῆς ἀρετῆς καί τῆς γνώσεως µεταξύ των ὡς πλήρως ἐνσωµατωµένων 
ἐννοιῶν ἀπαραίτητων γιά τήν αἰώνια ζωή µέ τόν Θεό.

Γιά ὅλους αὐτούς τούς λόγους πού ἀναφέραµε ἀνωτέρω, αὐτή ἡ Ἡµέρα τῆς 
Ἑορτῆς τῶν Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν συµπίπτει µέ τόν ἐτήσιο ἑορτασµό τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν 
Γραµµάτων, ἡµέρα κατά τήν ὁποία ἀναγνωρίζουµε τήν µεγάλη σπουδαιότητα πού 
διαδραµατίζει ἡ παιδεία στή ζωή µας ὡς Ἑλλήνων Ὀρθοδόξων Χριστιανῶν, τόν 
ζωτικό ρόλο τῆς παιδείας γιά τά παιδιά µας, καί τήν τεράστια ἀξία τῆς προόδου 
µας στήν γνώση τοῦ Θεοῦ ὡς τελικό στόχο τῆς ζωῆς µας ὡς ἐνηλίκων. Εἴθε αὐτή 
ἡ 30ή Ἰανουαρίου 2008, Ἑορτή τῶν Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν καί Ἡµέρα τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν 
Γραµµάτων, νά ἀναδειχθῇ ὡς ἡµέρα κατά τήν ὁποία ὅλοι µας θά ἀποφασίσουµε νά 
ἐµπλουτίσουµε τήν πίστη µας µέ ἀρετή, νά προσθέσουµε σ’αὐτήν τήν γνώση τοῦ 
Θεοῦ καί µέσῳ τῆς λατρείας Του καί τῆς εἰλικρινοῦς ἀφοσιώσεώς µας νά γνωρί-
σουµε Ἐκεῖνον ὁ Ὁποῖος µᾶς  ἔδωκε τά πάντα «τόν καλέσαντα ἡµᾶς διά δόξης 
καί ἀρετῆς» (Β’ Πέτρου 1:3).

Ἑορτή Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ
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Χαρακτήρισε ιστορικής σημασίας 
την επίσκεψη του κ. Καραμανλή στην 
Τουρκία και στην Κωνσταντινούπολη 
καθώς δημιουργούνται, όπως είπε, 
"χρηστές ελπίδες" για την προαγωγή 
των σχέσεων φιλίας και συνεργασίας 
μεταξύ των γειτονικών κρατών.

Εξέφρασε επίσης την ικανοποίησή 
του, καθώς οι πρωθυπουργοί της Ελλά-
δας και της Τουρκίας αγωνίζονται με 
όλες τις δυνάμεις τους για τη μεγαλύ-
τερη προσέγγιση μεταξύ των δύο λαών 
και την στενότερη συνεργασία τους με 
βάση όσα στοιχεία τους ενώνουν. 

"Σας συγχαίρουμε ολοψύχως για 
την προσπάθειά σας αυτήν καθότι το 
Οικουμενικόν Πατριαρχείον πάντοτε 
αποβλέπει εις την οικοδομήν αρμονι-
κών και ειρηνικών σχέσεων μεταξύ των 
κατοικούντων στον ίδιον γεωπολιτικό 
χώρο λαών της Τουρκίας και της Ελλά-
δος και πιστεύει ότι αμφότεροι δύνα-
νται να ζήσουν πάντοτε ηγαπημένοι και 
αδελφωμένοι υπό τον ίδιο ουρανόν τον 
οποίον ευχόμαστε ποτέ να μην σκιά-
ζουν νέφη αντιπαραθέσεων".

Ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης τόνι-
σε ότι πάντοτε προσβλέπει στην ελλη-
νική πολιτεία για την βελτίωση των 
συνθηκών στο Φανάρι αλλά και των 
συνθηκών διαβίωσης της ομογένειας. 

"Το πατριαρχείο και η ομογένεια 
αποτελούν μίαν γέφυραν συναντήσεως 
των δύο λαών και έχουν ανάγκη πάντο-
τε της προστασίας των αρχόντων αμ-
φοτέρων, καθόσον μάλιστα και εμείς 
είμαστε νομοταγείς, φιλήσυχοι και ει-

ρηνικοί πολίτες αυτής της χώρας και 
παράγοντες προόδου γί  αυτήν", είπε 
χαρακτηριστικά ο κ. Βαρθολομαίος.

Ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης τόνι-
σε ότι αναμένει τη συμπαράσταση και 
τη στήριξη της ελληνικής πολιτείας για 
να συνεχίσει το Πατριαρχείο απρόσκο-
πτα την θρησκευτική και πνευματική 
του αποστολή στην οικουμένη. 

Ο κ. Βαρθολομαίος εξέφρασε την 
ευγνωμοσύνη του για όσα έχει πράξει 
η πολιτεία και η κυβέρνηση υπέρ του 
Πατριαρχείου και εξέφρασε τη βεβαι-
ότητα πως θα συνεχιστεί η στήριξη του 
έργου του ώστε "η μεγάλη του Χριστού 
Εκκλησία να διατηρήσει τη σημερινή 
οικουμενική ακτινοβολία και αίγλη της, 
εκπληρώνοντας τον αποστολικό προο-
ρισμό της και διακονούσα τις υψηλές 
εκείνες χριστιανικές αξίες οι οποίες 
αποτελούν τη βάση του παγκόσμιου 
πολιτισμού και τα θεμέλια της ειρήνης, 
της ευημερίας και της ελευθερίας του 
κόσμου". Ανέφερε ακόμα ότι το Πατρι-
αρχείο, ως πρωτόθρονο μεταξύ των 
ορθόδοξων εκκλησιών εργάζεται για 
την ενότητά τους, αλλά συγχρόνως για 
την ενότητα και την ειρηνική συνεργα-
σία όλων των χριστιανών και των αν-
θρώπων ανεξαρτήτως γένους, φυλής 
και θρησκεύματος. "Συμφέρει λοιπόν 
όλους η ενίσχυση του ρόλου και του 
έργου του Πατριαρχείου το οποίο είναι 
πηγή ευλογίας για την Τουρκία, αλλά 
και για ολόκληρο τον κόσμο" είπε ο κ. 
Βαρθολομαίος, χρησιμοποιώντας μια 
από τις αποστροφές του λόγου του κ. 
Καραμανλή κατά τη χθεσινή συνέντευ-
ξη Τύπου με τον κ. Ερντογάν.

Καραμανλής: "Η Ελλάδα στηρίζει 
τα δίκαια του Πατριαρχείου"

 óåë. 15

 ....Ο άνθρωπος κατά τους Πατέρες 
είναι ο κυριώτερος και αληθέστερος» και 
αποτελεί «όν πνευματικόν».

Για τους Τρεις Ιεράρχες, ο άνθρωπος 
υπερέχει των άλλων δημιουργημάτων, 
γίνεται δημιουργός πολιτισμού, γνωρίζει 
τις ηθικές αξίες, συλλαμβάνει τις ιδέες 
της αλήθειας, της ωραιότητας και της 
δικαιοσύνης. 

Ως βαθείς μελετητές, οι Τρεις Καπα-
δόκες εκφράζουν αγάπη για τον άνθρω-
πο και τονίζουν την τάση για πνευματική 
ανάπτυξη και ηθικό εξαγνισμό. 

Ανεβάζουν τον άνθρωπο προς το 
θείο· σε μια αυτοσυνείδητη και αυτοκυ-
βέρνητη ηθική προσωπικότητα· γεμάτη 
θεία δώρα που οδηγεί τον άνθρωπο σε 
ένα μεγαλειώδη προορισμό, τη θέωση 
και την ομοίωση με τον Θεό. 

Δεν καταλήγουν σε εύκολα ή τυπο-
ποιημένα συμπεράσματα. Δέχονται ότι ο 
άνθρωπος κατά βάθος είναι «ακατάλη-
πτος». 

Μια έννοια που επαναλαμβάνεται 
και ταυτοποιείται σήμερα από τον Carrel 
όπου αναφέρεται ως «ον άγνωστον».

Έτσι εθεμελίωσαν και κατοχύρωσαν 
την πνευματική φύση του ανθρώπου, 
χάρις στην οποία αυτός υπερπηδά τα 
αισθητά, υπερνικά τους νόμους της ύλης 
και επικοινωνεί με το θείον. 

Οι Τρεις Ιεράρχες δεν ασχολήθηκαν 
μόνο με την καλή πλευρά του ανθρώπου, 
την δόξα του και την τιμή του – αλλά 
είδαν και την αθλιότητα, την τραγικότη-
τά του και την πραγματικότητα της 
αμαρτίας του και την αρρωστημένη φύση 
του. 

Και όπως αναφέρει ο Φλωρόφσκι η 
«διάγνωση της κατάστασης του ανθρώ-
που είναι σοβαρή και ανησυχητική». 

Είναι τόσο επίκαιροι και διαχρονικοί. 
Δεν δίστασαν να στιγματίσουν δριμύτατα 
και χωρίς οίκτο τον ανθρώπινο ξεπεσμό, 
την απανθρωπιά, την  πλεονεξία, να 
ελέγξουν την αμαρτία, τη ραθυμία, τον 
εγωισμό και την περιφρόνηση προς τα 
ανθρώπινα δικαιώματα.

Για τους Πατέρες, η σχέση Θεού και 
ανθρώπου δεν θα μπορούσε να είναι 
κάτι το αόριστον και νεφελώδες, αφού 
μόνο στο Θεό βρίσκεται το νόημα, αλλά 
και η λύτρωση του ανθρώπου. 

Οι ίδιοι ως αληθινοί άνθρωποι, ως 
αναγεννημένες προσωπικότητες, οδήγη-
σαν και αντιμετώπισαν τον άνθρωπο με 
τρόπο ακριβή και με υπευθυνότητα, πλα-
σμένο από τον Θεό για να γίνει Θεός. 

Η ζωντανή, ολοκληρωμένη και ανα-
γεννημένη προσωπικότητά τους ως και 
η αγία ζωή τους περιέλαβε τον άνθρωπο 
ως σύνολο με όλες τις αξίες του, την παι-
δεία, τέχνη, εργασία, κοινωνικότητα, 
οικογένεια και πατρίδα.

Οι Τρεις Ιεράρχες αγάπησαν ό,τι 
ωραίο και αληθινό υπάρχει στον άνθρωπο 
γι’ αυτό και η διδασκαλία τους είναι κατ’ 
εξοχήν ανθρώπινη, ανθρωπιστική. Είναι 
φιλάνθρωπος!! 

Το ανέσπερο φως της απέραντης 
σοφίας τους θα εξακολουθεί να φωτίζει, 
να ζωογονεί, να θερμαίνει όλο τον κόσμο, 
πλούσιους και φτωχούς, αδύνατους και 
δυνατούς, ελεύθερους και φυλακισμέ-
νους αφέντες και δούλους. 

Το θεόπνευστο έργο τους, αποτελεί 
για όλους μας μια ακριβή κληρονομιά!”, 
ολοκλήρωσε ο Δρ. Ευθυμιόπουλος. 

Ο Δρ. Ιωάννης Ευθυμιόπουλος είναι 
Διευθυντής Γραφείου Ελληνικής Παιδεί-
ας της Αρχιεπισκοπής.

ΟΙ ΤΡΕΙΣ ΙΕΡΑΡΧΕΣ ΚΑΙ Ο ΑΝΘΡΩΠΟΣ
 óåë. 14
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ST. BARBARA, McGILL, OLDEST GREEK ORTHODOX COMMUNITY IN NEVADA

PEO PLE
For the Record

Name: St. Alexios Chapel, 
St. Barbara Chapel
Location: Ely and McGill Nev.
Metropolis: San Francisco
Size: Ely (St. Alexios) – 6 or 7 
members; 
McGill (St. Barbara’s) – 7 or 8
Founded: Ely–about 1941; 
McGill 1907
Clergy: served by Fr. Paul Eyler, 
retired Antiochian priest from 
Las Vegas.
e-mail: no
Web: sorry, no
Noteworthy: Tiniest Greek 
Orthodox “communities” just 
about anywhere. McGill is where 
Greek Orthodox presence in 
Nevada began.

A Tale of Two Very, Very Tiny Communities
Perhaps the word “communi-

ties” might be stretching it quite a bit, 
considering that the entire Greek Or-
thodox population of this remote area 
in east-central Nevada could fit in one 
long pew of a typical church.

Many years ago, however, the com-
munities of Ely (rhymes with freely) 
and McGill were vibrant parishes with 
several hundred members.

Yet, both are still listed in the 
Archdiocese yearbook and, with their 
inclusion in the Observer, this will 
round out the coverage of Greek 
Orthodox communities in Nevada, at 
least for now.

The Congressional Record of Feb. 6 
contains a speech delivered on the floor of 
the U.S. House of Representatives by Cali-
fornia Congressman Howard L. Berman 
honoring Greek Orthodox activist Nicho-
las Royce of W. Hollywood Calif. for his 
50 years of “fighting the good fight.” 

He recognized Mr. Royce’s efforts to 
have the designation of “Eastern Ortho-
doxy” placed on the service tags of mem-
bers of the military and to have Orthodox 
chaplains, and his many other efforts on 
behalf of the recognition of Orthodox 
Christianity. 

An Archon of the Ecumencal Patri-
archate, he has also fought for the return 
of St. Sophia in Istanbul as a house of 
worship. Most recently, he has worked 
to help AIDS victims, the homeless and 
abused women and children.

Congressional run
Third generation Maine native Dean 

Scontras is running for an open seat in 
the state’s 1st Congressional District. He 
is a native of Kittery, Maine. The Scontras 
family immigrated to the United States 
from the Peloponnesus in the early 1900s. 
He is the youngest of seven children. He 
was quarterback of his high school foot-
ball team and president of the National 
Honor Society. He also played football 
at the University of Maine, where he 
majored in political science and public 
management. 

He continued his education at 
Georgetown University, where he earned 
a master’s degree in public policy. He 
has worked in various technology com-
panies.

Develops “HotNewz”
Phillip Anastos, son of New York TV 

legend Ernie Anastos, anchor of Fox News 
Channel 5, has launched a unique Internet 
television channel specifically designed for 
18– to 26– year–olds delivered in a new 
format, ‘dot-TV.’

HotNewz.TV delivers news and infor-
mation to about 30 percent of U.S. college 
students over The University Network.  
TUN carries HotNewz.TV on its large LCD 
screens in high-traffic campus locations at 
more than 250 colleges and universities 
nationwide.

Scout project
Life Scout Peter N. Kalis of Langley, 

Va., recently led some 40 volunteers for a 
meadow reclamation project at Riverbend 
Park in Great Falls, Va. The park has more 
than 400 acres of forest, meadows and 
ponds. Peter’s project involved cutting 
away brush, building a shelter for local 
animals and clearing a field to encourage 
the return of birds. The project will fulfill 
one of his requirements to achieve Eagle 
Scout rank. He is senior at Langley High 
School.

Women honored
The University of Missouri-St. Louis 

and the philanthropic organization Hel-
lenic Spirit Foundation have honored 12 
outstanding women in the St. Louis area 
with the Hellenic Spirit Athena Award. 
Honorees were: Judith Aronson, Ph.D.; 
Harriet Boudoures, Diane Brecken-
ridge, Antigoni Dafnides, Barbara 
Harbach, D.M.A.; Nancy Spirtas Kranz-
berg, Elizabeth Anne Krekorian-Rieth-
mann, Ph.D.; Christine Lemakis, Tricia 
Pavlopoulos, MD; Johanna Spanos, 
Blanche M Touhill, Ph.D.; and Barbara 
A. Washington.

Ely and McGill are about 12 miles 
apart in White Pine County, which has 
an area of nearly 8,900 square miles 
(nearly three times the area of Dela-
ware and Rhode Island combined) and 
a total population of about 9,100. Ely 
is the county seat and has about 4,800 
people. McGill, with a population of 
about 1,100, is considered by the U.S. 
Census Bureau as a CDP (Census Des-
ignated Place) and, in addition to the 
half-dozen or so Greeks, has a small 
number of Croatians, one or two Slavic 
families and some Asians, Pacific Island-
ers and Hispanics.

The two communities are the 
easternmost of the San Francisco Me-
tropolis.

Ely is at the junction of two state 
highways and U.S. Route 50, the fa-
mous route more than 3,000 miles 
long that bisects the nation and con-
nects Sacramento, Calif., with Ocean 
City, Md. The town is at the eastern 
end of the segment of the route that 
crosses Nevada from Carson City and 
was dubbed by Life magazine several 
decades ago as “The Loneliest Road in 
America.”

What possessed so many Greeks to 
come here? Copper. (Incidentally, how 
Cyprus got its name).

For most of the 20th century, Ely 
was home to several copper mining 
companies, with the Kennecott mine 
being the most famous and the Liberty 
Pit the largest open pit mine in the 
world until the crash of the copper 
market in the mid-1970s.

McGill was the site of the smelter, 
where the copper was extracted from 
the ore through a chemical and heat-
ing process after it’s trucked in from 
the mines. Nowadays, with the recent 
resurgence in copper mining, the ore 
is sent by rail to Seattle and on to Japan 
where it is smelted.

According to George Chachas of Ely, 
St. Alexios parish council president and a 
former mayor, labor brokers representing 
the mining companies traveled to Greece 
and other countries in the early 1900s to 
recruit workers.

In addition to copper, the area has 
some gold mines. Nevada is the world’s 
third largest supplier of gold. One of the 
largest gold mining companies in the 
world is located near Ely and McGill.

After the miners had settled in the 
area, several became entrepreneurs and 
opened businesses. Some opened baker-
ies and bars.

One of Mr. Chachas’ great uncles had 

a car dealership after briefly working in 
the mines. His father arrived in the early 
1950s from a village near Lamia to work 
as a sheepherder, then at a lime quarry. 
He was among the last of the Greek im-
migrants to settle in the region.

Another uncle opened a fish market 
and had fresh fish shipped from San Fran-
cisco, about 540 miles away.

Mr. Chachas himself owns the local 
Radio Shack franchise in Ely. His brother 
John has an insurance agency. Another 
brother, Jim, works for the local congress-
man in Las Vegas.

He said that, though they are few in 
number, several Greek Americans became 
prominent in local politics. Brother John 
was chairman of the county commission 
and a sister-in-law served on the school 
board.

Mr. Chachas served as a member of 
the City Council and as mayor on two 
separate occasions. “I tend to kick up 
more dust than most,” he remarked.

One long-time resident considered the 
expert on local history, Solon Cononelos, 
who also lives in Ely, is a former parish 
council president of St. Barbara’s in Mc-
Gill. He operates the Louis Cononelos 
Co., which sells general merchandise, in-
cluding furniture. He recalled there were 
several hundred persons in his community 
until the 1960s, but most left when the 
mines closed.

“We’re small and hungry,” he said.
Some improvement

Since the mid-1990s when the cop-
per industry began its comeback, there 
has been some limited economic growth 
in the general community. But Mr. 
Cononelos said, “I don’t expect anything 
fantastic.”

Mr. Chachas also noted that the clo-
sure of the mine in the 1960s devastated 
the local economy.

“Once Kennecott closed down, a lot 
of people left the area,” he said. “Then 

the state came in a built a maximum 
security prison that helped stabilize 
things.”

The last full-time priest to serve Ely 
and McGill was Fr. James Adams in the 
early 1960s, before he was transferred 
to Las Vegas and then to the Metropolis 
headquarters as chancellor.

There are no children or young 
people. Those who grew up there went 
off to school and to cities for good jobs, 
Mr. Chachas noted.

Long distance priest
For the past seven years, the spiri-

tual needs of the remaining faithful 

have been served by Fr. Paul Eyler, a 
retired priest of the Antiochian Ortho-
dox Archdiocese who assists at St. John 
the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in 
Las Vegas, about 250 miles south of 
Ely/McGill. Fr. Eyler was pastor of the 
Antiochian parish in Las Vegas for more 
than 40 years.

Every three months or so, he makes 
the journey to the area, alternating 
between the two chapels on different 
visits.

“I try to get up there as often as 
I can,” Fr. Eyler told the Observer. 
“They’re wonderful little communities. 
The churches are beautiful and very 
clean. But there’s hardly any people left; 
that’s what’s sad about it,” he said.

 “I enjoy going up,” he added. 
“Everyone goes to each church, but 
we don’t get many people out.” He 
also takes communion to a few elderly 
shut ins.

Fr. Eyler usually drives up on a Sat-
urday and stays overnight and does the 
Sunday Liturgy. He takes along a young 
chanter from the Las Vegas parish, John 
Koutsulis. Sometimes members of Fr. 
Eyler’s family and the chanter’s family 
also go along.

Financially, while many parishes 
talk of building programs and new 
churches, the faithful here in Ely and 
McGill contribute what they can to keep 
their existing chapels functioning.

Lots to see
What’s lacking in the number of 

people in this area is more than made 
up for in the abundance of natural 
beauty of the mountains, the forests of 
pine and other trees and the wildlife.

“We’re fairly isolated here,” in the 
middle of nowhere,” said Mr. Cononelos, 
adding, “It’s so delightful.”

 P A R I S H   pro f i l e
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At being contacted by the Observer 
for this story, he remarked, “This is pretty 
exciting for me.”

According to a website for Ely and 
White Pine County, for anyone planning 
to venture off the beaten path (the closest 
Interstate, I-80, is 120 miles to the north), 
“come see the elk, mule deer, antelope, 
coyotes, badgers, eagles, hawks, rabbits 
and more…”

There’s also some good fishing at a 
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nearby lake.
Ely does have regular commercial 

air service through a subsidiary of U.S. 
Air that connects its municipal airport to 
Las Vegas.

Another attraction is the Nevada 
Northern Railway Museum with its steam 
driven “Ghost Train of Old Ely” that at-
tracts railroad buffs from around the 
world.

—Compiled by Jim Golding

ST. ALEXIOS, ELY.

MARKOS  travel
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with
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For � e Orthodox Family...
Lenten Family Time

Our Holy Orthodox Church 
offers us a Lenten period 
each and every year to help 
us change. Will this season be 

different than any other one? Will our 
children know that it is Great Lent? Will 
our family activities reflect that we are 
striving for repentance? Will our family 
fast, pray and give alms? The objective 
of this article is to help families to take 
some quality time together, to help 
them focus on the Passion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and find joy in the Pascha 
of our Lord.

The following suggestions are 
meant to help families learn change and 
grow together in Christ. Now you may 
ask, "Do we have to do more than we are 
already doing?" Not necessarily–this is 
more about changing priorities. Whether 
it is now, the third week of Lent, or later, 
please read on!

Quiet Time: Schedule a block of 
quiet time when everyone is home, 
but not asleep. Turn off all the noise, 
cell phones too, for a set period you 
decide on, so each family member can 
experience some silence. Parents can 
set the rules and boundaries of what is 
allowed–reading, writing a letter or in 
a journal, praying, working on a puzzle 
or hobby–anything that does not involve 
talking.

Bible Time: Choose one or a few 
times during the week (or daily if you 
are really disciplined) to read the Lenten 
Scripture readings appointed by the 
Church. This is a wonderful time to 
read the books of Genesis, Proverbs and 
Psalms as a family. Allow your children to 
take turns reading aloud, including time 
for discussion and questions. Younger 
children may enjoy a picture Bible.

Meal Time: Lenten meals will of 
course alert the family that it is a time 
for fasting from certain foods. 

Encourage fewer outside activities 
during this season so your family can 
actually sit down and eat together. Use 
this time to discuss upcoming events in 
the family or the day's activities. 

Perhaps each family member can 
share at least one thing they experienced 
during the day.

Prayer Time: Some families pray 
together before or after a meal or before 
bedtime. Us a church prayer book. The 
Lenten prayer of St. Ephraim is highly 
recommended. 

Take turns using a prayer rope and 
praying for others who are sick, strug-
gling, in need of help, your loved ones, 
friends, missionaries, and people in the 
world that you know and do not know. 
The litanies from the Divine Liturgy may 
offer a helpful outline for these interces-
sory prayers.

Music Time: Play Lenten or other 
Church music as your family participates 
in chores around the house or as you 

drive in the family van. Check out your 
parish bookstore, or order CDs and 
tapes from the many Orthodox resources 
on-line or through catalogs.

Worship Time: Check your parish 
monthly calendar and make a point to 
attend at least one Lenten service as a 
family during the week. If you only wor-
ship on Sundays, your family will miss 
the liturgical treasures that help make 
Great Lent more meaningful. 

Giving Time: Visit or phone people 
who are elderly or unable to get to 
church. Volunteer at a homeless shelter 
or soup kitchen as a family. Save money 
during Lent to give to the poor, or vari-
ous ministries you feel are worthwhile. 
Use this valuable time to think about the 
needs of others.

Forgiveness Time: Make a more 
conscious effort to forgive one another 
each night before going to sleep. Just 
taking the time to think about one's 
sins and how one might change their 
actions so they do not repeat them over 

Ascend, my brothers, ascend eagerly. 
Let your hearts’ resolve be to climb. Listen 
to the voice of the one who says: “Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of our God” (Isaiah 2:3). -St. 
John Climacus, The Ladder of Divine As-
cent There are many wonderful resources 
to guide you in your Lenten journey. 
Below are a few to get you started. For 
more, visit the special Lenten section of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Website 
at www.goarch.org. 

For Children
12 Books on the Major Feasts by 

Sister Elayne, –Elegant watercolor illustra-
tions highlight the beauty of each of the 
Church's major Feast Days. The text is writ-
ten as simple poems for children, but the 
whole family will enjoy them. Published 
by Conciliar Press.

The Tale of Three Trees retold by 
Angela Hunt - This traditional Christian 
folktale is retold with beautiful illustra-
tions. This story takes us through the life 
of three trees and how God is able to take 
something that at first seems bad and 
makes it good… just as He did with the 
Resurrection. Published by Cook Com-
munications.

RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES
For Teenagers

God Speaks from the Cross by An-
thony Coniaris - The Cross was a pulpit 
from which the Lord Jesus spoke to us 
words of undying love. This book medi-
tates on the last seven words Jesus spoke 
from the Cross.  Published by Light and 
Life Publishing. 

Daily Lenten Meditations for the 
Orthodox Christians by Presbytera Emily 
Harakas - For each day of Lent, this inspir-
ing book has a hymn from the Liturgical 
services of Lent, a quotation from the 
Fathers, a prayer, Bible readings and a 
meditation. Published by Light and Life 
Publishing. 

The Lenten Spring by Fr. Thomas 
Hopko - Forty inspiring meditations on 
Great Lent based on scriptural and litur-
gical passages for the Lenten services as 
well as the spiritual wisdom of the ancient 
and modern saints. Published by Conciliar 
Press.

Great Lent by Fr. Alexander Schme-
mann - This notable Orthodox theologian 
and teacher expounds all the richness 
and depth of the liturgical experience of 
Great Lent in the Church. Published by 
Conciliar Press.

O Lord and Master of my life,
take from me the spirit of sloth, 

faint-heartedness, lust of power, and 
idle talk.

But give rather the spirit of chas-
tity, humility, patience, and love to thy 
servant.

Lenten Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian
Yea, O Lord and King,
Grant me to see my own errors and 

not to judge my brother;
For thou art blessed unto the ages 

of ages.

Amen.

FAMILY ACTIVITY CORNER: 
OCMC Sunday

March 9 is Forgiveness/Cheesefare 
Sunday–one of the preparatory Sun-
days before Lent. This Sunday has also 
been designated by SCOBA as Missions 
Sunday to raise awareness and support 
of mission programs in the Orthodox 
Christian Community.

The Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center (OCMC) is the official agency 
that coordinates missionary activity for 
the Orthodox Christian Churches in 
the Americas.

During Lent, consider supporting 
missions by participating in OCMC’s 
Coin Box Program. Keep the box in a 
prominent place in your home (or even 
consider having one for each family 
member). Contribute to it daily with 
loose change and money you save by 
trying to live more simply during the 
Lenten period.

This money has been used to share 
the Gospel around the world through 
various Orthodox mission ministries.

The Mission Center provides mis-
sions related lesson plans with each 
request for coin boxes.

Check with your parish’s church 
school coordinator to see if coin boxes 
and lesson plans have been ordered. If 
not, you can order them directly from 
OCMC by calling 1-877-463-6784 or by 
e-mailing them at coinboxes@ocmc.
org. To learn more about the Coin Box 
Program and OCMC, visit their website 
at www.ocmc.org .

On Great Lent
Let us stress once more that the purpose of Lent is not to force on us a few formal obligations but 

to “soften our heart so that it may open itself to the realities of the spirit to experience the hidden “thirst 
and hunger” for communion with God.

We understand that it is simply impossible to pass from our normal state of mind made up almost 
entirely of fuss, rush and care, into this new one without first “quieting down,” without restoring in 
ourselves a measure of “inner stability.”

This is why those who think of church services only in terms of “obligations,” who always inquires 
about the required minimum can never understand the true nature of worship which is to take us into a 
different world – that of God’s presence! 

Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent

This month we asked parents: 
What have you done to make Great 
Lent a special time in your home?

We choose not to go out to eat 
or spend money frivolously. Rather, 
we offer food, groceries, gas, etc. to 
someone who is in greater need–even 
if they do not ask for it. 

Margo, mother 
of an 12-year-old boy 

We have a Lenten project that 
our family does each year (learn 
about iconography, chanting, etc.). It 
is chosen by the children and we all 
spend time working on it during the 
40-day fast. We share our completed 
project with visitors on Pascha. You 
might wonder where we find the 
time to work on this–we turn off the 
television! 

Anonymous 

One of the things we do to bring 
Lent alive in our home is to integrate 
the Lenten services into our family 
life. After attending the Forgiveness 
Vespers, we come home and do the 
same in our home. With a prostration 
and an embrace, each family member 
seeks forgiveness from one another. 
In our prayers, we will integrate 
they hymns from the Lenten services 
teaching our children how to chant 
them. We try to give our children an 
active role in bringing the beauty of 
the Lenten Services into our home.

Fr. Theodore and Presbytera 
Kristen parents of 6 children 
ranging in ages from 8 to 21.

Parents’ Voice: 
Practical 

Strategies 
for Lent

and over again, is a step towards repen-
tance. Schedule a time during Lent when 
the whole family (if possible) can go to 
Confession together.

Do not feel guilty if you do not at-
tempt all of the above suggestions. But 
try to do something! Our holy fathers 
and mothers of the Church always prac-
ticed and taught. 

So we as Orthodox Christians have 
a responsibility to God, ourselves and 
our families to "do and teach" so that 
our children will learn by our example. 
Do not be shy in asking your parish 
priest and church School teachers for 
assistance.  We are all disciples, and 
students of Christ, no matter what age. 
May your family experience a fruitful 
Lenten season, so at Pascha you may all 
sing joyfully, Christ is Risen!

Reprinted with permission from Life 
Transfigured: A Journal of Orthodox 
Nuns, Volume 39, Number 1, Pascha 
2007(The Orthodox Monastery of the 
Transfiguration, Ellwood City, Pa) 
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DUNLAP, Calif. – More than 25 pres-
byteres attended the Metropolis of San 
Francisco Sisterhood of Presvyteres annual 
retreat  Jan. 18 at the Metropolis' St. Nicho-
las Ranch and Retreat Center.

The retreat began with Paraklesis to 
the Theotokos chanted by the presbyteres 
and led by Presbyteres Stacey Dorrance and 
Marika Brown of the trio Eikona.

The presbyteres had three sessions 
with retreat mistress Sister Magdalen of 
the St. John the Baptist Monastery in Essex, 
England. Her books include Children in the 
Church and Conversations with Children.

Sister Magdalen, the spiritual daughter 
of Elder Sophrony, spoke on our unique-

San Francisco Metropolis Presbyteres Hold Retreat
by Presbytera Irene Supica ness as children of God. Unlike the modern 

American understanding of self esteem, we 
as Christians understand that God made 
each one of us unique because He loves us, 
and thus we have our self worth. 

She also told us that our highest call-
ing was to love. Sister Magdalen answered 
many questions.

We were able to pray as a group, both 
at the Ranch, and at the Holy Monastery 
of the Theotokos the Life-Giving Spring 
located next to the Ranch. 

The Monastery was established in 1993 
by Bishop Anthony of blessed memory 
with the assistance of Father Ephraim of 
Mt. Athos, who brought the first two nuns 
from the Holy Monastery of the Archangel 
Michael in Greece.

The monastery was named after the 
Theotokos the Life-Giving Spring Monas-
tery and Shrine in Constantinople. After 
vespers at the Monastery, the presbyteres 
were hosted by Abbess Markella and the 
sisters for coffee and conversation. 

Before returning home the sisterhood 
elected officers for the 2008-9 term. Advisor 
is Eleutheria Dogias (Honolulu); President, 
Irene Supica (Spokane, Wash.); Vice Presi-
dent, Andrea Barakos (Scottsdale, Ariz.), 
Secretary, Valerie Kuldukis (Seattle); Trea-
surer, Stephanie Thomas (Santa Barbara, 
Calif.); National Representative Barbara 
Retelas (Sacramento, Calif.)

The conference and retreat center in 
Dunlap is 40 miles east of Fresno, in the 
foothills of the Sierra Nevada mountains.

New Chancellor 
Named for N.J.
Metropolis

Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey 
has named the Very Rev. Archimandrite 
George Nikas as the new chancellor of the 
Metropolis. Since his ordination eight years 
ago, Fr. Nikas has served the Metropolis 
in various pastoral and administrative 
positions.

Born in Athens, Greece, to the Rev. 
Protopresbyter Prokopios and Golfo Nikas, 
he attended Hellenic College and Holy 
Cross School of Theology, receiving his 
Bachelor of Arts and Masters of Divinity 
degrees. Fr. George was ordained to the 
diaconate in September 1999, by Bishop 
George of blessed memory, and to the 
priesthood in December 1999 by Bishop 
Philotheos of Meloa. Fr. George has served 
as an assistant to the pastor at the Cathe-
dral of St. John the Theologian in Tenafly, 
N.J.; proistamenos of St. Barbara Church 
in Toms River, N.J. and, in August 2004, 
was appointed as chief secretary of the 
Metropolis. He has also been assigned the 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries and, 
most recently, has been serving the spiritual 
needs of the Orthodox faithful of the newly 
established parish of Hunterdon County in 
Flemington, N.J.

“His service to the Church and the 
Metropolis has been one of deep faith, love 
for Christ and His people, and is indeed 
a clergyman whose ministry, with God’s 
Grace, will continue to bear great fruit 
for His glory, His Church and the Greek 
Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey,” said 
Metropolitan Evangelos. “It is my fervent 
prayer that all of you will embrace our new 
Chancellor with much love and respect, 
praying that Christ our God will strengthen 
and guide him in his new mission and new 
pastoral and administrative duties,” the 
Metropolitan said.

V. Rev. George Nikas

DUNLAP, Calif. -- Acolytes of the Me-
tropolis of San Francisco gathered Jan. 2-3 
for the first Metropolis regional altar boys 
retreat at St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat 
Center. The event, open to all altar boys 

Metropolitan Gerasimos with altar boys of the Metropolis of San Francisco at their retreat in January.

California Altar Boys Attend First Regional Retreat
in California in grades 5-12, was attended 
by 32 young men representing St. Nicho-
las of Northridge, St. Prophet Elias of San 
Bernardino, St. Demetrios of Camarillo, 
St. Spyridon of San Diego and St. George 
of Fresno.

Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Fran-
cisco also attended and addressed the 
participants, reminding them about their 
important and sacred service in the altar.

Fr. Anthony Savas and Fr. Bob Fox of 
St. Nicholas in Northridge, and Fr. Michael 
Prevas of the Resurrection in Castro Valley, 
and Pete Sotiras, the Metropolis Youth and 
Family Ministries director, led and coor-

dinated the event. The clergy each led a 
discussion concerning the role of acolytes 
in the life of the Church.

Activities, including football, capture 
the flag, ping-pong, and icebreakers were 
interspersed throughout the retreat to al-
low opportunities for fellowship.

Acolytes also visited the beautiful 
Monastery of the Theotokos the Life Giv-
ing Spring and had an opportunity to ask 
a nun questions about her life.

The retreat was enjoyed by all, and 
served its purpose of reminding and in-
spiring those in attendance of the honor 
of serving in the altar.
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INDIANAPOLIS – Founded nearly 100 
years ago, Holy Trinity Church is building 
a new complex in the suburb of Carmel to 
meet its growing needs.

The new house of worship uses a 
design never before seen in an Orthodox 
Church. Christ J. Kamages, AIA, architect, 
has named his innovation the “Triad.”

Fr. Anstasios Gounaris, Dr. Dennis 
Dickos (president) and Tony Filis (Build-
ing Committee chair), together with Mr. 
Kamages and his CJK Design Group team, 
have led the way for the design.

During its 2,000 year history, the 
Orthodox Church has developed a set of 
theologically-driven architectural principles 
that guide the faithful in constructing 
houses of worship.

Historically, however, the last major 
innovation in Orthodox architecture oc-
curred in the 6th century when, after only 
five years of construction, Justinian II and 
Patriarch Menas consecrated the Great 
Church of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople 
on Dec. 27, 537. Up to that point, civiliza-
tion had never before witnessed such an 
inner sacred space.

Fusing together great size and a ho-
listic spiritual ethos, the Great Church of 
the Holy Wisdom is a tremendously large 
space that could accommodate over 4,000 
people and would today hold a 14–story 
contemporary office tower under its 
183–foot high dome.

Holy Trinity is in the process of creat-
ing a new chapter in history with their beau-

Indianapolis Community Building Landmark Church
by Peter Christ and news reports

tiful new church. Developed as an original 
prototype of ecclesiastical design within the 
centrally oriented family of Hagia Sophia, 
it is comprised of historical elements and 
ancient precepts in a new design. The key 
elements still include the traditional dome, 
arches, vaults and exedras, (which have 
existed since the third century), but have 
never been drawn or built in the Triad 
configuration.

CJK Design has registered and copy-
righted the Triad prototype with the Library 
of Congress and is in the process of being 
patented.

Central to the concept is a triangle that 
symbolizes the nucleus of the faith, the 
Holy Trinity. The triangle has "clipped "cor-
ners creating three major edges and three 
minor edges. Each edge has either a vaulted 
niche or exedra with a central dome as the 
dominant element. The nave has six edges, 
one side for each day of the week with the 
dome as the seventh (or Sunday).

The dome is symbolic of heaven and 
eternity, circular with no beginning and no 
end, as well as the aperture which allows 

the true light, light from heaven 
above, to enter the nave. Like the 
dome of Hagia Sophia, numer-
ous windows encircle the base 
to let in natural daylight. Like a 
beacon, the dome exterior will 
reflect golden light with a gleam-
ing metal roof.

The assemblage creates 
grandeur and intimacy in the 
same space, a sense of “oneness” 
as the "Body of Christ" in wor-

Hemisphere. Mostly built on the ground, 
the dome was raised to its ultimate height 
of 65 feet on Dec. 27 (coincidentally the 
1,470th anniversary of the consecration of 
Hagia Sophia). Brick walls and metal roof-
ing are to enclose the rest of the church, 
with parking and the rest of the first phase 
to follow.

According to a report in the India-
napolis Star, with a growing base of more 
than 550 families, parish leaders realized 
more than a decade ago that the parish’s 
home since 1960 would not be equal to 
the demands of the future. It was with this 
in mind that the parish purchased 20 acres 
in the neighboring city of Carmel in 1998.

Completing payment on the land in 
only five years, those dreams took flight 
with development of architectural plans 
based upon each ministry’s needs. In 2005, 
a capital campaign ensued and approval to 
move toward construction was granted by 
the parish General Assembly and Metro-
politan Nicholas of Detroit.

Holy Trinity council president and 
long-time benefactor, Dennis K. Dickos, 
M.D.,  has led the way in supporting the 
capital campaign with the largest single 
donation of $1.3 million.

Dr. Dickos, one of Indiana’s premier 
cardiologists, serves as chairman of The 
Care Group LLC, one of the nation’s larg-
est cardiology groups. Beginning with Dr. 
Dickos’ gift, hundreds of parishioners have 
enthusiastically responded to the campaign 
at unprecedented levels, with capital cam-
paign pledges currently totaling over $5.8 
million.

ship, extraordinary sightlines throughout 
the space, a positioning of the dome as 
the major interior and exterior element, a 
wide face towards the sanctuary providing 
great visual access and liturgical flexibility, 
and intimacy as the furthest seat is 70 feet 
from the sanctuary. Along with the easterly 
facing church, plans call for adding a dining 
and recreation facility, classrooms, offices, 
a founders’ walk and other support spaces 
that will serve this vibrant community in 
the future.

Scheduled for completion in early Sep-
tember, the 25,375-square-foot first phase 
includes the church, the founders’ walk 
and an administration building.

The administrative component will 
house the offices, a conference room and 
all the necessary functions.

As an indoor atrium-like space con-
necting to the administrative building, the 
founders’ walk will serve as a gathering 
place for the coffee hour, dinners and other 
social events. Now under construction, the 
church is capped with the 52-foot diameter 
dome, one of the largest in the Western 
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S C H O L A R S H I P S

BOSTON – More than a quarter of a 
million dollars in critical financial backing 
has been provided over the last 16 years by 
the Peter Agris Memorial Scholarship Fund 
to scores of young Greek Americans from 
across the country seeking to present their 
Hellenic heritage and their Orthodox faith 
to our nation through careers in journalism 
and communications. Former recipients 
now fill the ranks of news anchors, cor-
respondents for major news publications, 
feature writers and many in the publishing 
field.

The efforts of the Alpha Omega Coun-
cil of New England, which sponsors the 
scholarship fund together with the Agris 
family, has resulted in $280,000 in grants 
to more than 55 aspiring journalists of 
Hellenic roots.  Comprised of leading 
businesspersons of Hellenic ancestry, 
The Alpha Omega Council continues to 
honor its late founder, Peter Agris, also 
the founder and publisher of The Hellenic 
Chronicle, for 50 years the premier Greek 
American national English-language weekly 
newspaper in this country. Mr. Agris was 
also an Archon of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, a trustee of Hellenic College/Holy 
Cross School of Theology and an Ahepan. 

NEW YORK – The Hellenic Times 
Scholarship Fund will award $100,000 
for the 2008-09 academic year to Greek 
American students across the country.

The Hellenic Times Scholarship Fund 
was instituted in 1990, and since then 
more than $1 million has been distributed 
to over 500 college and graduate school 
students.

The scholarships will be awarded at 
the 17th annual Hellenic Times Scholar-
ship Gala on May 10 at the New York Mar-
riott Marquis Hotel. Nearly 1,500 people 
are expected to attend.

In the past, the Hellenic Times 
has honored such noted individuals as 
Oscar-winner Olympia Dukakis, Emmy 
winner Tina Fey, CSI:NY actress Melina 
Kanakaredes, news anchors Ernie Anastos, 
Alexis Christoforous and Thalia Assuras, 

A new graduate scholarship program 
established in 2007 by Peter and Elli Malta 
Paleologos is accepting applications for 
the 2008-09 academic year. It is also being 
administered by the Archdiocese.

This fund offers assistance to students 
enrolled in professional graduate stud-
ies leading to graduate, non-theological 
degrees at accredited universities. At least 
one scholarship of $10,000 per academic 
year will be awarded to defray tuition, room 
and board, and other expenses.

Applicants must be Orthodox Chris-
tian students within a jurisdiction of 
SCOBA (Standing Conference of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas), U.S. 
citizens (or permanent residents) and ei-
ther beginning or continuing their graduate 
studies in the 2008-09 academic year at an 
accredited university. Students receiving a 
full scholarship from any other source or 
a partial scholarship exceeding 50 percent 
of their tuition are ineligible.

Other requirements include a com-
pleted application form and a complete 

Applications are available for schol-
arships to be awarded from the George 
and Naouma (Gioule) Gioles Scholar-
ship Fund of the Archdiocese.

The Gioles Scholarship Fund was 
established in 1997 with a generous 
gift in memory of George and Naouma 
Gioles. At least three scholarships of 
$1,500 each will be awarded for the 
2008-09 academic year.

Recipient selection will be based on 
the following criteria:

• Must be of the Greek Orthodox 
faith (with preference to those of Greek 
descent) and must be high school se-
niors at time of application or full-time 
matriculated students committed to 
serious study in an undergraduate de-
gree program at an accredited college 
or university.

• Must be firmly planning to com-
mence or continue their studies, full 
time, at the college or university of their 
choice in the next academic year.

• Must be citizens or permanent 
residents of the United States.

• Must provide the Scholarship 
Committee with evidence of their scho-
lastic standing, including transcript 
records with a grade level of at least a 
B, 85 percent or 3.0 average.

• Candidates who are high school 
seniors must have achieved and must 
provide proof of a combined new SAT 
minimum score of 1500*, or older SAT 
minimum score of 1,000. If the SAT 
is not administered, another measure 
used by the academic community, for 

Applications are available for the 
Katina John Malta Scholarship Fund, a 
scholarship program established at the 
Archdiocese by means of a generous gift 
from the estate of Katina John Malta.

The donation and the formation 
of the scholarship program has been 
done in recognition of the love Katina 
had for the Church and in honor of the 
desire she had to help others, especially 
children and youth of the Orthodox 
Christian faith. At least two scholarships 
of $2,000 each will be awarded for the 
2008-09 academic year.  Selection of the 
recipients will be based on the follow-
ing criteria:

Candidates must be of the Eastern 
Orthodox faith (within a jurisdiction of 
the member Churches of the Standing 
Conference of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops in the Americas – SCOBA), and 
at the time of application, high school 
seniors or full-time matriculated stu-
dents committed to serious study in an 
undergraduate degree program at an 
accredited college or university.  

Candidates must:
• Be citizens or permanent resi-

dents of the United States.
• Be firmly planning to commence 

or continue their studies, full time, at 
the college or university of their choice 
in the next academic year.

• Provide the Scholarship Com-
mittee with evidence of their scholastic 
standing, including transcript records 
with a grade level of at least a B, 85 
percent or 3.0 average.

• Provide a typewritten one-page 
essay setting forth the reason for apply-
ing for the award and include as enclo-
sures three Letters of Recommendation, 
as well as a Letter of Acceptance or 

2008-09 Gioles Scholarships
example the ACT, should be substituted.  
College students must also submit both 
current college as well as high school 
transcripts, including their testing re-
cord of SAT and/or ACT scores. 

* NOTE: The new SAT writing sec-
tion may be waived.

• Candidates must submit an ap-
plication to the Scholarship Committee 
and be available for an interview at the 
committee's discretion. Applications 
must be filled out in their entirety. The 
committee will not consider incomplete 
applications.

• Candidates must provide evi-
dence of financial need. Preference will 
be given to candidates who are orphans 
and to those who are undertaking stud-
ies in the sciences, business and the 
arts, with one scholarship reserved for 
a candidate who has chosen to study 
journalism.

Applications may be requested 
from the Office of the Chancellor of the 
Archdiocese by calling (212) 774-0513, 
by e-mail at scholarships@goarch.org, 
or by written request.

Completed applications should be 
sent to the Gioles Scholarship Fund, 
c/o Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, Office of the Chancellor, 8-10 
East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075.

Scholarships must be postmarked 
by the April 18, 2008 deadline.

Applications are also available 
on-line at: http://www.goarch.org/en/
archdiocese/administration/chancel-
lor/giolesscholarship.pdf 

2008-09 Katina John Malta Scholarship
Continuation from their undergraduate 
college or university.

• Candidates who are high school 
seniors must have achieved and must 
provide proof of a combined new SAT 
minimum score of 1500*, or older SAT 
minimum score of 1000. If the SAT is 
not administered, another measure 
used by the academic community, for 
example the ACT, should be substituted.  
College students must also submit both 
current college as well as high school 
transcripts, including their testing re-
cord of SAT and/or ACT scores.  

* NOTE: New SAT writing section 
may be waived.

• Must submit an application to the 
Scholarship Committee and be available 
for an interview at the Committee's dis-
cretion. Applications must be filled out 
in their entirety. The committee will not 
consider incomplete applications.

• Must provide evidence of finan-
cial need. Preference will be given to 
candidates who are orphans and to 
those who are undertaking studies in 
the sciences, business and the arts.

Applications are available from the 
Office of the Chancellor of the Arch-
diocese by calling (212) 774-0513, by 
e-mail at scholarships@goarch.org, or 
by written request.

Completed applications should be 
sent to the Malta Scholarship Fund, c/o 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Amer-
ica, Office of the Chancellor, 8-10 East 
79th Street, New York, NY 10075.

Scholarships must be postmarked 
by the April 18, 2008 deadline.

Applications are also available 
on-line at: http://www.goarch.org/en/
archdiocese/administration/chancel-
lor/maltascholarship.pdf 

Hellenic Times Scholarship Fund 
to Award $100,000

meteorologist Nick Gregory, Constantine 
Maroulis of American Idol fame, actress 
Marilu Henner, sportscaster Bob Costas, 
Star Trek's Marina Sirtis, actors Michael 
Chiklis and John Aniston, humanitarians 
Nicholas Bouras and Tita Scandalis-Monti, 
director Nick Cassavetes, special effects 
designer Patrick Tatopoulos, and New 
York Judge Nicholas Tsoucalas.

The galas also feature performances 
by such stars as Anna Vissi, Elli Kokkinou, 
Thanos Petrelis, Natassa Theodoridou, 
Gloria Gaynor, Taylor Dayne and The 
Drifters.

For further information, to volunteer 
or to obtain a scholarship application, visit 
the Hellenic Times Scholarship Website 
at www.HTSFund.org , or call (212) 333-
7456; (212) 986-6881. Applications must 
be postmarked Feb. 29.

Agris Scholarship Fund 
Accepting Applications

The $5,000 non-renewable scholarships are 
presented each spring at the Alpha Omega 
Council's Annual Lifetime Achievement 
Award Dinner, during which time a noted 
individual or organization from within the 
Greek American community is recognized 
for contributions to our Hellenic and Or-
thodox ideals.

Criteria for candidates includes: Greek 
American heritage; current full-time enroll-
ment as a journalism or communications 
major at the graduate or undergraduate 
level in an accredited college or university 
in the United States; active participation 
in school, community, church organiza-
tions; a minimum of a 3.0 GPA and dem-
onstrated financial need. Candidates may 
download an application on the Alpha 
Omega Council's website at www.alphao-
megacouncil.com or may write to: The 
Peter Agris Memorial Scholarships Com-
mittee, c/o Nancy Agris Savage, 9 Nonesuch 
Drive, Natick, MA 01760. Questions may 
be directed to nancyasavage@cs.com.
Applications, transcripts and the required 
essay must be returned by mail to the 
above address, by fax to 508-655-1402 or 
by e–mail to nancyasavage@cs.com by 
March 1.

Paleologos Graduate Scholarship 
Applications Available

academic record (undergraduate and 
graduate), a budget and/or statement of 
need, a resume, and five recommendation 
letters addressing academic and religious/
spiritual backgrounds.

Applicants must also prepare a scholar-
ship proposal (two to three pages) describ-
ing how their studies help them to use their 
talents, and how this scholarship would 
help them apply these talents to serve the 
Church or community at large.

Further details and application form 
are available on the Archdiocese website: 
http://www.goarch.org/en/archdiocese/ad-
ministration/chancellor/scholarships.asp 
The completed packet should be sent to: 
Paleologos Graduate Scholarship Fund, c/o 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075.  
Deadline for submitting completed applica-
tion packets is April 18. Incomplete packets 
will not be considered. Questions should 
be directed to the Office of Chancellor 
(212) 774-0513, by e-mail to scholarships@
goarch.org, or by letter.
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Bible Insight
Get Out of My Way

by Fr. William Gaines

“If any man will come after Me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and fol-
low Me.” (Matt. 16:24)

There is no place for cheap talk or 
compromising attitude in the Christian 
position. He who would seek a way of easy 
ideals must go elsewhere. The very first 
chapter of the history of Christianity was 
written with the blood of the Son of God, 
and pale ink can never record the story of 
those who follow in His train. I love the 
daring life of Christianity; its compelled 
fearlessness before every wrong thing; its 
unfaltering espousal of every righteous 
thing. Here stand the true virtues and real 
braveries of life.

The highest conduct human life has 
ever worked out has been along the route 
of our Christian profession. Let all trivial 
matters get out of the way.

The conspiracy of all the powers of the 
Christian faith has unlocked the greatness 
of the soul’s conduct. Here is where men 
and women have discovered the divinest 
meaning of human heroics. This challenge 
has opened the full appreciation of the su-
preme disasters and difficulties of living.

It has urged the oft-flagging sides of 
endeavor to nobler conquests. At the altars 
of Christian purpose have been kindled the 
finest fires of noblest espousals, the sublim-
est loves, the most compelling ambitions.

Here have been envisioned the beck-
oning portals of eternal hope. Out of the 
way all trivial things! We are in step with 
the highest best. 

The signs of our times are not over-
charged with assurance. The crime waves, 
discontented youth, ennui in our literature, 
despair in our society, unbelief in our 
schools, skepticism in our culture, selfish-

ness in our endeavors, and an extended list 
of problematic situations urgently demand 
a genuine revival of uncompromising, cou-
rageous daring in life.

Mankind has always needed, but never 
more than now, something that will set into 
the farthest-flung endeavor the genuine 
strain of triumphancy. It is to be found 
in the frank challenge of our Lord as he 
shouldered his own greatest task and bade 
us to follow him.

It clarifies our way. It distinguishes our 
duty. It emphasizes reality. It concentrates 
effort. It makes us strong to deal in the 
proper perspective with any of the base 
things of life that are out of proportion 
and have caused the tragedies of so much 
of our living. The soul possessed of a calm 
Christian conviction and purpose all brook 
no interference in its eager duty form any 
small thing. It drives straight. Out of my 
way! I must live nobly, if I hold this faith. 
Give me my Cross. I will not shirk it.

The supreme way of Christ was the 
way of the Cross. His supreme contribu-
tion to this world was his hardest struggle. 
He wrote his lasting message in the red of 
his own blood. He actually made his living 
influential by dying. “Take up your cross 
and follow Me” is the divine challenge that 
carries compulsion in the exemplar com-
panionship of Him who thus calls us.

None of us who dares respond can ex-
pect to meet it with any cheap conduct. Out 
of the way” must be our resolute clearance 
to all compromise. In the name of Him who 
loved us and gave His life for us and who 
challenges us to follow in His steps, let us 
deny ourselves and take up our cross and 
follow. It matters not where such loyalty 
may lead. Destination is not the noblest 
impulse. Obedience is the test. Out of my 
way! My first business is Christian.
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REAL ESTATE

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020

GEORGE KENT•GREEK•AMERICAN•INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! “BOOK EARLY FOR 10% RE BATE!”

or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for CD albums “Zorba” or “Athena” $15 for one, $25 for both (cassette $11.00 for one, $20 for both) to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME 
PRO FES SION AL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AF FORD ABLE PRIC ES, 
WHO’S ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PER FORM ING AU THEN TIC GREEK 
MUSIC OF ALL RE GIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEA TUR ING THE 
“PRIME VOICE OF GREECE...”  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS 
VO CALS. BE WARE! OF GREEK BANDS PROMISING AMER I CAN MUSIC, 
THEN PLAY ING TAPES!  ALL OUR MUSIC IS PER FORMED “LIVE”...OUR 
AMER I CAN SOUNDS PURE AMER I CAN, WITH NO ACCENT!

M U S I C I A N S

36 West 44th Street – Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION • TAX A TION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANS AC TIONS
WILLS & ES TATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF NY AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

LEGAL SERVICES

e-mail: bouzoukinights@aol.com

Greek & American Music
Unlimited Continuous “Live”

Greek & American DJ Entertainment
FOR ALL OCCASSIONS

Steve: (410) 456-5339 - Andreas: (717) 464-4562
Fax:(410) 256-5524

THE BOUZOUKI NIGHTS

Managing your Property in Greece
Collecting rent, fi nd tenants, take up eviction proceedings, 

handle repairs and maintenance, assist to establish ownership 
and handle sales and purchases.

Contact us at:
Nikitiades & Associates Law Office
5 Lycabettus Street, Kolonaki, Athens, Greece 10672
Tel: +30 210 364-2909 • Fax: +30 210 362-5331 

e-mail: gnikit@ath.forthnet.gr
Information Ms. Sofia Karavela

ADVERTISE 
IN THE

ORTHODOX OB SERV ER

Tel: (212) 570-3555
observer@goarch.org

(727) 804-8289 cell

FISHER REALTY
CLEARWATER-TARPON SPRINGS-FLORIDA

Call George Steriadis
Waterfront Condo 2BR/2Bath $210,000

ÏÌÉËÏÕÌÅ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÁ

New Homes & Resales
Condos start at ’50s, Homes at ’80s

NAPLES, FLORIDA
Be an informed 

Buyer • Seller !!!
www.jimsellsswfl.com

THE

(718) 204-0400

of NEW YORK
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TROJANS
THE ULTIMATE IN GREEK

AND AMER I CAN MU SIC
EMAIL:TROJAN888@AOL.COM

    The Fabulous Grecian Keys
800-GET-KEYS - 330.394.0404

The Very Best Singers Violin, Clarino & Bouzoukia

www.greciankeys.com                  Georgio Theofilos
Χορευτικα, ΔΗΜΟΤΙΚΑ, ΛΑΙΚΑ και ΝΗΣΙΩΤΙΚΑ

Naples Florida Real Estate

1-800-448-3411 ext. 508
(239) 777- 4904

Vicky Lowry
Experience the Difference...

...the Difference is Experience
20+ Years in Real Estate

Μιλώ
Ελληνικά

Downing-Frye Realty, Inc.

www.vickylowry.net

Wedding and Chris ten ing 
items, Fa vors, 

Martirika, Vaptistika, 
Ec cle si as ti cal items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-35 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

www.kentrikon-noufaro.com

WEDDINGS - GIFTS

PHILOTHEI
Orthodox Vestments &  Gifts

Custom made Vestments, 
Cassocks, Baptismal Robes 

and Gifts 
www.churchtailor.com

ORTHODOX
OB SERV ER
Tel: (212) 570-3555

CALL NOW (516) 931-2333

Dimitrios
Photography & Video

Call our studio to talk about the wide variety
of wedding packages for nearly every budget.

GEORGE ZITIS, GRI
RE/MAX Commercial/Residential

Brokerage, leasing, property management and commercial loans, 
licensed real estate broker in Massachusetts and Florida.

Toll free: 888-441-9433 • Fax: 727-597-4730

GLOBE REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
Κτηματομεσιτικό γραφείο 

ΥΔΡΟΓΕΙΟΣ
στην Αθήνα

Η Ελληνοαμερικανική οικογενειακή επιχείρηση του Νικολάου 
Γεωργίου Ρουσάκη από το 1990 με ιδιαίτερη ευαισθησία 
στους ομογενείς, αναλαμβάνει όλες τις αγοραπωλησίες 

ακινήτων, ενοικιάσεις, αντιπαροχές οικοπέδων, στεγαστικά 
δάνεια, νομική κάλυψη, ασφάλειες, τεχνική υποστήριξη.

Ôçëåöùíéêü ÊÝíôñï: 011-30-210-600-2809
Öáî: 011-30-210-601-7850

Çñþùí Ðïëõôå÷íåßïõ 8, Áãßá ÐáñáóêåõÞ
E-mail: rousakis @hol.gr

website: globe-real-estate.com

 

http://www.callingcards.com/ap/cb_
entry.asp?siteid=2AC99B6

CALL
GREECE

1.9 ¢ /min

GLOBE REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
in Athens, Greece

E-mail: rousakis @hol.gr
website: globe-real-estate.com

Globe Real Estate Agency is a Greek-American family business of 
Nicholas George Rousakis, established 1990. Our company has 
a special sensitivity for Greek-Americans and promises to treat 
you with the utmost care and respect. We handle all real estate 
related transactions: sales, rentals, building contracts, mortgages 
and fi nancing, legal, insurance and technical support.

Call: 011-30-210-600-2809
Fax: 011-30-210-601-7850

Mailing Address: Iroon Polytechniou 8, Agia Paraskevi

REAL ESTATE GREECE

AUTO

 
WHOLESALE PRICES
Bronze, Marble, Ceramics and Icons

Call (602) 819-2301
Cheryl@CherylMenayas.com

GREEK IMPORTS

Certifi ed Translations: GREEK-ENGLISH-GREEK
Legal, Medical, Certifi cates of all kinds • Same 
day service available • Very reasonable prices 

Call (646) 460-0470 • E-mail: leotaurina@yahoo.com

MISCELLANEOUS

GREECE-CHIOS-NENITA
LOTS FOR SALE

2 RESIDENTIAL DOWNTOWN
519,04 τ.μ. and 1143,54 τ.μ.

LARGE 3256 τ.μ. LOT ON THE  SHEASHORE 
FINISHED ROAD

CERTIFIED TOPOGRAPHY MAPS 
13 ADD’L LOTS, SOME WITH OLIVE/MASTIC TREES

PHΟΝΕ & FAX: (304) 723-4626
Realtor in Chios (011) 30-227-108-1297
ΠΩΛΟΥΜΕ ΟΙΚΟΠΕΔΑ ΚΑΙ ΧΩΡΑΦΙΑ ΣΤΗ ΧΙΟ

 LONG or SHORT TERM RENT
FLORIDA, CLEARWATER BEACH

Luxury Condo with waterfront view 
furnished 2 bedrooms, 2 bath with balcony. 

Heated pool and covered parking, near 
shopping. Please call (586) 463-6805 

and (516) 610-2625

IONIAN VILLAGE
Vartholomio - Center of Town
3 Story House - 235 sq. meters
1st FI move in Ready 
Others need finishing.

Tel.: (718) 658-3804 • Cell: (718) 916-9321
E-mail: grandpapeter@msn.com

BOOKS - ART

A Quick History 
of Modern Greece

TO ORDER
Call: Publish America 

at 1-301-695-1707 or online: 
www.PublishAmerica.com

www.amazon.com

A NEW 
BOOK

by Anthone C. Colovas
Greece’s story 

from 1821 to today
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How to Develop a Church Building Program
by Steven Papadatos-AIA

Second of two parts

Administration Area
The administrative quarters are typi-

cally one of the most poorly designed areas 
and overlooked spaces within a complex. 
And yet, the quarters prove to be one of 
the most important functional spaces of 
the church. There is a tendency to consider 
the administrative area as merely a group 
of smaller offices without understanding 
the impact behind the design.

The quarters are often the first place 
a guest visits, serving as the meeting place 
for religious leaders from other faiths, 
politicians, or possibly a prospective new 
member seeking to meet the priest.

The first impression will be a lasting 
impression of the entire community.

The priest’s office should resemble a 
chief executive office, because that’s who 
he is.

The offices, reception area, and the 
entire administration area is a representa-
tive interpretation of the community as 
a whole. If the office is of small stature, 
or appears shabby, that is how the entire 
community will be perceived.

While teaching at a New York archi-
tectural college, I always told my students 
the most important lesson of all is, “If you 
want to be treated like a king, you must 
act like one.”

Dignitaries, politicians and others who 
assist your church will meet with the priest 
and parish council.

The space they meet in must be im-
pressive or else your church will not be 
taken seriously. Even though some will 
disagree, it is fact.

Offices should be provided for the 
following various groups: Philoptochos, 
Sunday/Greek School directors, GOYA, 
AHEPA, and the other organizations.

The more privacy these organizations 
are allotted, the more they will volunteer 
because the gesture conveys ownership to 
them. The volunteers should be provided 
with their own pantry. Providing personal 
amenities makes a world of difference. The 
space should be conveyed as a home away 
from home.

Educational Facilities
Unless your architect understands 

school design, he will not be able to pro-
vide a state-of-the-art approach to class-
room design. Most parishes are content 
with marking small rooms as classrooms 
without taking the time and effort to create 
spaces that engage children, teachers and 
parents to share the spirit of learning.

Building committees rarely under-
stand this concept. It is therefore up to the 
architect to educate and promote collabo-
ration in planning, design and research to 
create effective learning facilities.

There are a few principals that can be 
integrated into the overall design scheme to 
create a unique educational environment, 
conducive to learning. These principals are 
divided into Educational Facility Planning; 
and, Design Process Principles of Primary 
Educational Space, Community Spaces, as 
well as outdoor Learning Spaces.

Parishes often fail to take a creative 
approach to classroom design, feeling that 
the few hours spent in each classroom is 
not significant. This is true only if the parish 
places a low value on education. However, 
if planned well, these “educational units” 
can be utilized everyday and during the eve-
nings for various community programs.

It is essentially up to the parish, wheth-
er you care to create excellence or retain 
the norm. Abundance of storage is required 
to keep the educational facilities organized. 
Besides the conventional storage spaces, 

there are other options. Perhaps you design 
storage units along the exterior window 
wall, which is particularly good use of 
space for younger grade classrooms, and 
provides additional seating areas for vari-
ous functions.

Offices for a Sunday school and Greek 
School director should be provided with a 
small lounge and pantry. These offices give 
teachers a place to meet and discuss the 
day’s program. The more time teachers can 
collaborate on a class program, the better 
the school will perform.

Each classroom should have Internet 
and direct video connection for viewing 
church services. This is critical to helping 
youth understand the Patriarchate and 
Archbishop.

A link from the Patriarchate and from 
the Archdiocese to each classroom should 
be developed for the youth to speak to His 
All Holiness and Archbishop.

The link will also help when develop-
ing a worldwide program. Conversations 
with the Patriarch and Archbishop should 
follow a similar concept to the “fireside 
chats: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
delivered via radio. The difference being 
that the Mother Church is able to respond 
to questions from our youth.

Children able to talk with the Patriarch, 
Archbishop, and Metropolitan today, are 
the same children who become the church 
leaders in the near future.

Banquet Facilities
Banquet facilities can be designed 

to any capacity. Your program must de-
termine capacity that provides adequate 
accommodations for the community at the 
time of construction and sufficient capacity 
for the future. A rule of thumb for determin-
ing capacity of a banquet hall is to allocate 
15- to 17- square feet per person. There are 
several ways to determine capacity for the 
banquet facility.

The first is to define the size of the 
parish. If the hall is used for a community 
dinner dance, how many parishioners will 
attend? In the future, perhaps 10 years 
down the line, how many more families 
will join the community?

Using other church banquet facilities 
as a guide for your own does not serve as an 
accurate depiction of the potential success 
of your proposed facility.

An exception can be made if these 
facilities are state-of-the-art design, since 
most of the banquet facilities in our com-
munities are not capable of competing with 
commercial hotel-type facilities.

If your community plans to use the 
banquet facility as a revenue source, it must 
be approached as a business. The space 
should compete with and surpass the qual-
ity of surrounding banquet halls.

The times of simply building a rectan-
gular room and putting up a few chande-
liers are gone. Lighting design, as an ex-
ample, has advanced so much, that today, 
a good lighting plan can potentially bring 
a banquet facility to the next level. Your ar-
chitect would be remiss if he did not retain 
a lighting designer as part of the consulting 
team. Also consider that an adequate space 
is required to serve cocktails before a ban-

quet. A space designed only for cocktails 
may not be practical.  However, this area 
can serve a dual purpose, providing a more 
intimate space for smaller receptions and 
memorial luncheons.

If, on the other hand, a smaller recep-
tion area is not required, consider design-
ing the lobby to accommodate the cocktail 
reception instead. If considered during 
the very early design stages, you can make 
room for a wet bar and required circulat-
ing space… and perhaps even a possible 
garden area.

Kitchen and storage
A successful banquet facility should 

always hold a very functional kitchen. The 
kitchen should not be designed by a restau-
rateur, but instead by a kitchen consultant 
retained by the architectural firm as part 
of the architect’s total services. It is critical 
for the building committee to understand 
that the kitchen will not service a restaurant 
but will need to respond to a banquet and 
festival setting.

A committee consisting of the parish’s 
restaurateurs and Philoptochos should 
collaborate together with the architect 
and kitchen consultant to develop a plan 
that will provide the best value to the com-
munity.

In the design process, the most over-
looked space is storage. Banquet facilities 
need a great deal of storage for tables and 
chairs. Quick conversion of space from a 
banquet facility to a lecture auditorium also 
requires an abundance of storage space, 
which should allow for easy configuration. 
One reason storage is often minimized 
is that it adds area to a complex. How-
ever, don't overlook the fact that storage 
space often results in more efficient use 
of main space and it can be left virtually 
unfinished.

Gymnasium
The gymnasium can be sized for a 

high school regulation basketball court or 
college regulation court. The high school 
regulation court will be sufficient for 
parish use. If circumstances call for a col-
lege regulation court, say the gym will be 
rented, then obviously a college regulation 
is preferred. But, as with everything, your 
design needs depend upon your commu-
nity's requirements and usage. Either way, 
the gymnasium can be accessorized for 
volleyball, indoor soccer, handball, and 
badminton, which are added attractions 
for the youth.

Retractable spectator seating is pre-
ferred over fixed seating so the gym can 
offer flexibility in program. In addition to 
ample storage space required for a gymna-
sium, it is ideal to provide toilet facilities 
specifically for the gymnasium. Locker 
room for both the parish team and visiting 
teams are necessary.

A youth lounge, equipped with vend-
ing machines and a pantry serves as an 
added feature for successful gymnasium de-
sign. The lounge allows space for the youth 
to congregate before and after games.

As for building materials, there is no 
substitution for a maple wood gymna-
sium floor. The wood absorbs impact and 
provides a gentle bounce. If maintained 

properly, a maple wood floor will last a 
lifetime. Other materials for a gym must 
be chosen to provide maintenance-free 
surfaces or else the facility may deteriorate 
quickly from normal use.

Lighting design is once again an im-
portant consideration, since the lighting 
should hold flexible character to adapt to 
different functions.

Combination Banquet & Gymnasium
If the parish decides to build a multi-

purpose building to be used as a combined 
banquet/ gymnasium facility, it is important 
to visit the James W. Pihos Cultural Center 
at the Annunciation Church in Milwaukee. 
Here, you will experience a first class facil-
ity that offers the very best in banquet and 
gymnasium design.

Creating a successful multi-functional 
space of this type takes enormous patience 
because you must combine materials that 
take abuse yet provide aesthetically pleas-
ing space suitable for an elegant banquet.

The successful design at the Pihos 
Cultural Center was carefully planned. 
Firstly, the combined banquet/gymnasium 
encloses the atrium and captures natural 
light into the space. The atrium is also used 
for cocktail receptions, which provides a 
dramatic view into the  classroom wing. The 
unique lighting design causes the atrium to 
sparkle and brings a whole new dimension 
to the building in the evening.

Lighting in the main space of the ban-
quet hall and gymnasium, allows for five 
separate levels: banquets, gymnasium use, 
lectures, cocktail receptions, and even a 
designated setting for cleaning purposes.

Sufficient storage space is critical in 
spaces that have multiple uses. You must be 
able to quickly convert the space to capture 
the advantage of a multi-purpose facility.

If the conversion process if compli-
cated and/or time-consuming, it becomes 
a major inconvenience and nuisance.

Sound system
Acoustics must also be addressed to 

accommodate multiple uses. The sound 
system must be able to serve levels from 
a banquet or a band, all the way down to 
a lone speaker. Simply selecting the right 
sound system is not sufficient. The different 
surfaces and textures are also important 
in achieving the right acoustics for each 
situation. The acoustical success of the 
Pihos Center is attributed to the external 
and internal curved wood ceiling and the 
horizontal breaks in the laminated wood 
beams. The various elevations of the walls 
and recesses of the surfaces greatly assist 
in creating excellent acoustics.

Conclusion
So, again, while the reasons for new 

construction are wide and varied, the ap-
proach should always be the same.

First and foremost, a plan is needed. 
That plan should take into account the 
needs, intentions and potential growth of 
all church groups and members. If your 
building committee hasn’t already, once 
a design plan is developed, an architect 
and consultants should be brought in on 
the process. 

Their knowledge, experience and skill 
sets will be invaluable.  Also consider visit-
ing other Communities to gather input, 
insight and inspiration.

Yes, design work, planning and re-
search take much time and effort up front. 
But the time spent early on will ensure your 
community develops the facilities it needs 
to accommodate even the most unexpected 
needs and programs.

Steven Papadatos is founder of Papada-
tos Partnership LLP, a New York-based ar-
chitectural firm. Over 40 years as a licensed 
architect in 14 states, he has designed and 
restored countless Byzantine houses of 
worship and throughout the world.

For those parishes considering 
a building program, the Archdiocese 
Department of Parish Development 
stands ready to assist as a resource 
to assist with raising funds for capital 
improvement, expanding stewardship, 
seeking grants for parish programs, 
establishing a parish endowment and 
other fund-raising guidance.

To Finance a Building Program
The Office of Parish Development 

can be contacted at (847) 825-1432 
or via email at jminetos@goarch.org 
. Headed by Development Officer 
Jerry Minetos, the department staff 
can discuss specific needs and provide 
over-the-phone guidance or hands-
on assistance by visiting your parish 
directly.
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CULTURE AND HERITAGE

The annual Three Hierarchs Award 
of Excellence program held Jan. 26 at the 
Cathedral Center of Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral honored 62 students from parochial 
schools and Greek afternoon schools of 
the Archdiocesan District and New Jersey. 
The program also included an address 
by the Cathedral Board President John 
Stratakis and remarks from Consul Gen-
eral of Greece Sophia Veve and Education 
Counselor George Vlikides of the Greek 
Ministry of Education.

In his closing comments, Archbishop 
Demetrios reminded the students of the 
importance of studying the Greek lan-
guage. “The language can open a horizon 
to a world that is a tremendous treasure,” 
he said. He also cited the example of 
the Bishop of Zelon, who is serving the 
Church in Korea and is learned in Korean 
to the extent that he became a full profes-
sor at the University of Seoul, where he 
heads the institution’s Greek Language 
Department. 

The Archbishop said several of his 
Korean students learned Greek with such 
proficiency they are able to study at the 
Universities of Athens and Thessaloniki.

Three of the students are at the doc-
toral level. His Eminence also noted the 
high level of learning of St. Basil the Great. 
“He read  everything written in Greek up 
to that time,” the Archbishop said.

Winners 
of the Three Hierarchs Awards
Recipients of the Three Hierarchs 

Award of Excellence in the Archdiocese 
District that were presented at the Awards 
Program included the following who 
were in attendance): St. Demetrios Greek 
American School, Astoria: Kally Konstan-
tinidis, Eleni Modinos, Petrou Neophytou, 
Maria Pafitis, Eugene Sarantis, Petroula 
Thomas; St. Demetrios Afternoon School, 
Astoria: Anna Gioulos, Stefanos Moutafi-
dis, Nikolaos Platis; "William Spyropoulos" 
Greek-American Day School of St. Nicho-
las, Flushing: Chrysanthi Demosthenous, 
Stephanie Gergoudis, Chris Liberatos, 
Gerasimos Liberatos, Christina Mavrikis, 
Alexander Spiridakis, John Tzanidakis; 
“Stefanos and Areti Cherpelis” Greek Af-
ternoon School of St. Nicholas, Flushing: 
Evie Anagnostopoulos, Maria Constan-
tinidis, Helen Gianoulas, Melina Iacovou, 
Emmanuel Manolidis, Constantine Pet-
ropouleas, Sophia Scoufaras; School of 
the Transfiguration, Corona: Stavroula 
Kurumusis; Transfiguration Afternoon 
School, Corona: Tsakas, Anna

Other Afternoon Schools
Holy Trinity–St. Nicholas, Staten 

Island: Argeta Benis, Lemonia Panagiota 
Pefanis; "Efstathios & Stamatiki Valiotis" 
Holy Cross, Whitestone: Nickie Antypas, 
Vasilios Falidas, Kostandina Gazhga;  St. 
John, Blue Point: Christine Alexopoulos, 
Crystal Michealidis; St. Paul, Hempstead: 
Theothoty Papaioannou; Holy Trinity 
Church, Hicksville: Christopher Kaimis, 
Joanna Koronios; St. Demetrios Church, 
Merrick: Stergios Gatzoflias; Archangel 
Michael, Roslyn Heights: Elena Mastoras; 
Holy Trinity Church, New Rochelle: Ch-
aralambia Louka; Church of Our Saviour, 
Rye: Anna Stathopoulos; Holy Cross, 
Middletown: Alexandra Anagnostou, 
Eleftheria Diakopoulos, Eleyteria; Kim-
isis tis Theotokou, Poughkeepsie: Helena 
Economikos;  Annunciation, Rochester:
Christina Kostakis; Sts. Constantine and 
Helen, West Nyack: Vasiliki Giannakakos;  
St. John the Theologian, Tenafly, N.J.:Pe-
ter Kokkosis; St. Demetrios, Union, N.J.: 
Angela Stavrakis

Students Honored for Three Hierarchs and Greek Letters Week

The Direct Archdiocesan District Of-
fice of Education held the Annual Spell-
ing Bee for the students of the parochial 
day schools of the metropolitan New 
York area on Tuesday, Feb. 5. 

Nine students from nine area paro-
chial schools, participated in the local 
competition that took place at the Arch-
diocese headquarters in Manhattan.

Archbishop Demetrios of America 
congratulated all the students and 
presented each student with an Award 
Certificate and a gift card from the book-
store Barnes & Noble. 

Tessa Medakovich, an eighth grade 
student of the Cathedral School of Holy 
Trinity, Manhattan, won first place, while 
Alexandra Correa, a sixth grader from 
the “Argyrios Fantis” Parochial School 
of Sts. Constantine and Helen, Brooklyn 
was the runner-up. 

The principal of the Greek-American 
Institute, Bronx, Anne Prokop, pro-
nounced the words. 

TESSA MEDAKOVICH, an eighth grade student of the Cathedral School 
of Holy Trinity, Manhattan, won fi rst place in the Spelling Bee. She is 
congratulated by Archbishop Demetrios.

PARTICIPANTS and school principals at the Direct Archdiocesan District Spelling Bee with Archbishop Demetrios.

Direct Archdiocesan District Hosts Spelling Bee
HONOREES at the annual Three Hierarchs Award of Excellence program at the Cathedral Center with Archbishop Demetrios.

D. PANAGOS

The Spelling 
Bee has been tak-
ing place for over 
30 years as a col-
laborative effort 
of the newspaper 
DAILY NEWS and 
the Archdiocese 
Office of Educa-
tion. 

T h i s  y e a r , 
however, the prin-
cipals of the paro-
chial schools were 
united in their 
decision to hold 
the competition 
as an Archdiocesan 
District Event to 
avoid the registra-
tion fees imposed 
by the Daily News 
and Scripps Inter-
national. 

D. PANAGOS
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YOUTH MINISTRYINISTRY
    Chal lenge

e-mail: youthoffi ce@goarch.org

Challenge  is the Youth & Young
Adult Ministries supplement to

the Orthodox Observer.
Articles re fl ect the opin ion of the writ ers.

Write to: Youth & Young Adult Min is tries, 
Greek Or tho dox Arch di o cese of Amer i ca, 

83 St. Basil Rd., Garrison, New York 10524
or email: youthoffi ce@goarch.org

What’s Up 
WITH

GinCulture

Valentine's Day and True Love

For Parents and Youth Workers

by Pete Sotiras

Another new year is upon us and so 
is the opportunity for new aspirations, 
new goals, new hopes, new dreams and 
new ways of looking at things.  One topic 
I challenge you to think differently about 
and that is popular among teenagers is 
dating–and more specifically, sex.

This is not surprising really—we are 
surrounded by sex in the media and in our 
society. It’s something that is a very real 
challenge for all of us.

In this message and in the next three 
months, I would like to challenge you to 
think differently about sex and dating.

First off, God created the feelings of 
attraction that we feel for someone else. 
They’re not bad feelings at all, but they’re 
meant to be channeled to the right person 
at the right time.

We all know that sex, according to 
the Church, is not only permissible, but a 
beautiful expression of love in the context 
of marriage.

But why is sex, and oral sex (which 
is still sex), not permitted prior to mat-
rimony? Everything society tells us is 
the opposite. Shows like The Bachelor, 
Real World, or The Hills, tell us that sex 
is part of the process of getting to know 
someone.

The reality though is that sex tells 
us nothing about whether or not we 
should have someone as our boyfriend or 
girlfriend. The reality is that sex is not a 
means to an end but an expression of love 
between a married couple that already 
knows that they’re compatible. What does 
it mean to be compatible?

Compatibility has nothing to do 
whether someone kisses well or is good 
in other respects. Compatibility means 
that two people have a friendship. Two 
people that enjoy each other’s company, 
that laugh together, that have the same 
interests are compatible.

Compatibility is when two people 
have gotten to know each other without 
sex. Ultimately, compatibility is when two 
people have the same beliefs.

The media has taken sex from its 
high honor in marriage and has degraded 
it—its devalued it and stripped it from its 
beauty.

The Evil One has done the same thing, 
telling us the same lies: that we’re experi-
encing true love and happiness when we 
have sex before marriage. We are made 
in God’s image and likeness, and we are 
heirs of the Kingdom. God created us to 
experience true joy and happiness—he 
created us for Paradise.

However, we must not lie to ourselves 
and say that sex is part of being in love. 

Outside of marriage, there is no guarantee 
that the person will stay with you. There is 
no guarantee that the person loves you.

We’re meant to experience sex with 
someone who cares for us, who enjoys 
our company, who values us for who we 
are, who believes in us, who respects us, 
and who loves being with us—all which 
is discovered without sex.

Basically, we should find someone 
who will treat us and love us as Jesus loves 
us. We’re meant to be with someone who 
will die for us—just like Christ gave His 
life for us. When you find such a person, 
marry them.

If you’re not ready to marry, then 
you’re not ready for sex. Wait to experi-
ence sex as it should be experienced—with 
the person God intends for you.

This article has been adapted from a 
four-part series on sex and dating by Pete 
Sotiras, the director of Youth Ministry in 
the Metropolis of San Francisco. To see the 
rest of the series, go to http://www.youth.
sanfran.goarch.org/.

Valentine's Day is all about love, or 
so they say. We are encouraged to buy 
presents and candies for our sweetheart, 
to go out for a nice dinner, to dress up 
and celebrate romance. Did you know 
American consumers spend over $30 mil-
lion annually on this special day?

Our society seems to be eager to cel-
ebrate romance, love, and "couplehood" 
-- but have we ever stopped to think about 
what love really is?

And although we see many examples 
of romantic relationships today - reality 
TV, Hollywood relationships, etc - how do 
we know what a loving relationship means 
in the eyes of the Church?

The Church gives us the sacrament 
of marriage as a reference point for all 
romantic relationships; it's the context in 
which a man and a woman deepen and 
sanctify their love in the way that God 
intended.

St. John Chrysostom, a preacher, 
theologian, and saint of our Church, said 
this about the love between husband and 
wife: There is no relationship between 
human beings so close as that of husband 

and wife, if they are united as they ought 
to be…The love of husband and wife 
is the force that welds society together. 
He points out what we have heard many 
times: that love is a strong power, some-
thing that can change the world.

Notice that St. John speaks of the love 
between husband and wife "if they are 
united as they ought to be," that is, if they 

are united in their focus on Christ.
St. Paul likens the relationship be-

tween husband and wife to that between 
Christ and the Church - a sacrificial and 

self-emptying love (Ephesians 5:22-33). 
We are reminded that Christ gave Himself 
up for love of His people (the Church). 
Christian marriage, in its original purpose, 
actually imitates this sacrificial love. Pretty 
amazing.

So, back to the definition of love - it's 
not just the sappy stuff or the physical 
stuff. There are actually different kinds of 
love - friendship, romantic, etc.

In fact, the Greek language identifies 
more than four words for love. Ultimately, 
all kinds of love - in their authentic form - 
stem from God Himself, who is the source 
of all love.

It is from Him that we get the real 
definition of love: In this is love, not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins (1 John 4:10).

God is love, and God shows us how to 
love. In a Christian marriage, these beauti-
ful aspects of true love can be learned and 
lived. So, as another Valentine's Day comes 
and goes, let's remember the true meaning 
of love, and that the ultimate love is the 
one when Christ is at the center.

• OCN (the Orthodox Christian 
Network) is now producing a new 
show called OTTO: Orthodox Teen 
Talk Online. The first episode is now 
available at http://www.myocn.net.
• The National Altar Boys and Na-
tional Girls Retreat is coming up 
April 3-6. To get more details and 
register, see http://youth.goarch.
org.
• More sessions for JOY and GOYA 
are available on our website at http://
youth.goarch.org. Find sessions and 
more in the "For Youth Workers" 
section.
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