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Metropolitan
Anthony
Dies Following
Short Illness

SAN FRANCISCO - Metropolitan
Anthony, the spiritual leader of the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San
Francisco, with jurisdiction over the
seven western states, died on Christ-
mas Day, five weeks after he was diag-
nosed with Burkitt’s Lymphoma.

He was 69. At the time of his death,
he was surrounded by clergy, family
and friends, including his sisters, Eleni
Koniaris and Chrysoula Antonopoulos
and their families, and his sister-in-law,
Giannoula Gergiannakis, and her fam-
ily.

In announcing the passing of
Metropolitan Anthony of San Fran-
cisco, His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios of America, Primate of the
Greek Orthodox Church in America,
deeply moved, issued the following
statement:

“Today, at the evening of Christ-
mas day, a very prominent and beloved
Hierarch of our Church in America,
Metropolitan Anthony of San Fran-
cisco, was called by Jesus Christ our
Lord to leave this perishable world,
and meet Him, and be forever with
Him in the company of the saints and
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Finding the Cross Becomes a’Family Tradition’

D. PANAGOS

ANDREW McAdam:s is filled with joy, holding the cross in one hand and his Epiphany trophy he just received from Archbishop Demetrios in the
other. Behind him are Metropolitans Alexios of Atlanta and Epiphanios of Spain along with local clergy and members of the media.

TARPON SPRINGS - An estimated tsunami tragedy in Southeast Asia and how
20,000 people gathered along the banks  survivors need clean drinking water. l kl e . n =
of Spring Bayou under sunny skies and 75- “Think about the destructive factor
degree temperatures for the 99th annual  of water, but then think about the saving
Epiphany cdebranop aqd B!essmg of Fhe factor of water, > he said, re.fer%'lng to the EPIPHANY DAY EVENTS. ... 32
Waters service, culminating in the tossing  waters of Baptism and their significance
on the cross into the bayou by Archbishop  on Epiphany. . . Archbishop’s Encyclical................ > 11

emetrios. The congregation prayed for the vic-

Forty-three teenage boys made the tims of the Southeast Asia tragedy during BOOKS ....oovvvvveiriisniriisisiininnns > 2%
traditional dive into the 65-degree waters  the Liturgy. Challenge ..........ooevvvvnennirsrninn, > 27
and, 20 seconds later, Andrew McAdams Following the service, Archbishop -

I, 17, of Palm Harbor emerged trium- Demetrios together with Metropolitan ClaSSIfIEAS v > 28
phantly holding up the white cross. Alexios of Atlanta and Metropolitan Epi- Clergy Update ...........coccvervevenernn. > 23

He is a fifth cousin with last year’s phanios of Spain led the faithful along EQHONiAl oo > 10
successful diver, James Hughes. the traditional procession route to the .

After he came out of the water, An- bayou, located a few blocks away from Greek EUCALION .......ccocvvvvee > 5,26
drew received a blessing from Archbishop  the cathedral. Greek Section ..........c.couwerecneenn. » 15-19
Demetrios and a warm embrace from his Accompanying him were local cler- In Memoriam >
mother Aphrodite who comes from the gymen led by the Very Rev. Sebastian CoL o ——
island of Kalymnos. Skordallos, dean of the cathedral, who MiSSIONS ..o, > 24

“I've never gripped anything so tight was recently assigned to the parish and Parish Profile .........cccoceeecvvvnn.. > 2]
in my life,” Andrew said after the dive. participated in his first Epiphany. Philoptochos > 25

The day’s events began with services He succeeded Fr. Tryfon Theophilo- o mmmmmmmmmm——
at St. Nicholas Cathedral. poulos, who participated in the event for SCOIBISAIDS .. > 24

In his sermon at the divine liturgy, R 010 > 3l
Archbishop Demetrios spoke of the recent D page 3
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Metropolitan Anthony of San Francisco Laid to Rest
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the righteous. His life epitomizes the
statement by St. Paul the Apostle, ‘If
we live we live to the Lord, and if we
die we die to the Lord’ (Rom. 14:8).

Deeply saddened by the sudden
separation, we are comforted by the
certainty that our beloved brother is
with God, leaving behind a precious
legacy of a total dedication to Christ
and His Church, an amazing Episcopal
work, a remarkably strong love for the
people, a burning passion for Ortho-
doxy, and a joy for multidimensional
ministry. We are sure that now the
Holy Metropolis of San Francisco has
a permanent, strong ambassador to
God in the person of her departed Hi-
erarch and we fervently pray for the
repose of his soul among the great
saints and pastors of the triumphant
Church in heaven.”

Bishop Anthimos of Olympos,
a close friend and assistant at the
Metropolis, noted “Although we are
deeply saddened by the passing of this
very dynamic hierarch of the Church,
we are confident he is with the Lord. The
Lord took him on Christmas Day, as if to
remind us that his entire life and minis-
try were a gift to us, to his family, to the
Church.”

Assisted by Fr. Stephen Kyriacou, the
Dean of the Annunciation Cathedral, the
Bishop administered “last rites” prior to
the Metropolitan’s death and conducted
a Trisagion immediately following.

Metropolitan Anthony’s body lay in
state in the Bishop Anthony Chapel of
the Annunciation Cathedral from Dec.
27, through Tuesday evening, December
28, where hundreds of faithful paid their
respects and signed the Book of Condo-
lences.

Offering remarks following the Trisa-
gion were Archon Theofanis Economidis,
vice-president of the Metropolis Council
of San Francisco; Rev. Theodore Dor-
rance, president of the Metropolis Clergy
Syndesmos; His Grace Bishop Anthimos
of Olympos; Consul General of Greece
in San Francisco, Dimitrios Touloupas;
Honorary Consul General of Cyprus in
San Francisco, Nicholas Theophanous;
His Eminence Metropolitan Sotirios
of Toronto, representing Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop
Demetrios.

The next morning began with the
Divine Liturgy presided over by Metro-
politan Iakovos of Chicago, the senior
Metropolitan of the Holy Eparchial Synod
of the Archdiocese of America assisted by
five priests from the Metropolis of San
Francisco

More than 1,500 faithful attended the
Funeral Service, which began at 11:00am,
and was presided over by His Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios of America. Metro-
politan Sotirios of Toronto represented
the Ecumenical Patriarch. Also participat-
ing in the service were Metropolitans Iako-
vos of Chicago, Isaiah of Denver, Alexios
of Atlanta, Nicholas of Detroit, Tarasios
of Buenos Aires, Bishops Anthimos of
Olympos, Savas of Troas, and Gerasimos
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of Krateia. In addition over one hundred
priests from across the country took part
in the service. Choir members from the
Metropolis sang during the Divine Liturgy
and the Funeral Service that followed.
The youth of the Metropolis, whom Met-
ropolitan Anthony particularly loved and
guided over the years, were dressed in
traditional Greek costumes and stood as
honor guards in the central aisle and by
the casket of their spiritual father. The la-
ity of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America represented Mr. Michael Jaharis,
vice-chairman of the Archdiocesan Council
and Mrs. Georgia Skeadas, president of the
National Philoptochos.

At the conclusion of the funeral
service, condolences for and personal
memories of the departed Metropolitan
were offered by Rev. John Bakas, dean of
St. Sophia Cathedral in Los Angeles; Rev.
Stephen Kyriacou, dean of the Annuncia-
tion Cathedral in San Francisco; Bishop
John C. Wester, representing the Roman
Catholic Archbishop of San Francisco Wil-
liam Levada, William Swing, Episcopalian
Bishop of San Francisco, and Metropoli-
tan Anthimos of Olympos. Metopolitan
Sotirios of Toronto conveyed words of
comfort on behalf of His All Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and
shared with the congregation thoughts,
impressions and memories related to the
deceased hierarch.

The Eulogy was delivered by Archbish-
op Demetrios, who started by expressing
the gratitude of the Church to the clergy
and laity, the doctors, nurses and medical
personnel, who assisted Metropolitan An-
thony in various ways, during the difficult
time of the final weeks of his life at the
hospital in Sacramento, Calif.

Then, the Archbishop highlighted
three specific aspects of the legacy that
Metropolitan Anthony leaves behind, the
legacy of faith as a power to build and to
plant (Jeremiah 1:9-10), the legacy of faith
as freedom, liberation and independence
(Galatians 5:13) and the legacy of faith as
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FUNERAL services for Metropolitan Anthony were held at the Ascention Cathedral in Oakland with Arch-
bishop Demetrios presiding, many Hierarchs and other clergy participating.

joy (John 16:11).

Metropolitan Anthony was laid to rest
in the Greek Orthodox Memorial Park in
Colma, until necessary preparations are fi-
nalized at the Monastery of the Theotokos
the Life-Giving Spring, in Dunlap, Calif.,
where —in accordance with his wishes— will
be the Metropolitan’s final resting place.

Also, in accordance with Metropolitan
Anthony’s expressed wishes, donations
to the Hellenic Heritage Museum are
requested. Checks should be forwarded
to the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San
Francisco, 372 Santa Clara Avenue, San
Francisco, CA 94127.

Metropolitan Anthony was pre-de-
ceased by his brothers, Mihalis Gergi-
annakis and George Gergiannakis, and a
sister, Stella Roumeliotakis. He also leaves
behind twelve nephews and nieces and
a number of grand nephews and grand
nieces.

Brief illness

The Metropolitan was admitted to
U.C. Davis Medical Center in Sacramento
on Nov. 18, with a diagnosis of Burkitt’s
lymphoma, a malignancy of the lymph
nodes.

Metropolitan Anthony underwent in-
tensive treatment with chemotherapy and
immunotherapy. His initial response had
been favorable, but his condition required
continued treatments and continued to
deteriorate.

Archbishop Demetrios was with Met-
ropolitan Anthony at the Medical Center
on Nov. 21 and 22 and had visited him
again on Dec. 23, just two before his
passing.

The Metropolitan had announced
on June 7 that he planned to retire at the
end of 2005.

A resident of San Francisco for the last
20 years, Metropolitan Anthony emerged
from humble and austere beginnings. The
son of Emmanuel and Eleftheria Gergi-
annakis, he was born March 2, 1935 in the
village of Avgeniki on the island of Crete,
Greece, the third of six children, growing
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up during the brutally difficult years
of the Nazi occupation.

After completing his elementary
education, he became the first mem-
ber of his family to leave the village,
attending the ecclesiastical school of
Chania, Crete, and ultimately graduat-
ing from the Halki Theological School
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con-
stantinople in 1960.

He was ordained a deacon on
July 27, 1958 while still at the Halki
seminary, and a priest on Sept. 29,
1960 in Crete. After his ordination to
the priesthood, he came to the United
States to pursue postgraduate studies
and serve the Church in this country.

He served several parishes includ-
ing Holy Trinity in Ansonia, Conn.
(1961-1964), Assumption Church in
Chicago Heights, Ill. (1964-1969), and
the Assumption Church in Madison,
Wis. (1969-1973).

While serving in Madison, he
was given the title of Archimandrite
on Sept. 11, 1971.

Along the way he earned a Mas-
ter’s of Divinity at Yale University and
pursued doctoral studies in Contemporary
Church History at the University of Chi-
cago, and in Russian and Balkan History
at the University of Wisconsin.

In 1974, he was appointed dean of St.
George Cathedral in Montreal, Canada.

During his priesthood, he served as
a member and chairman of the Supreme
Council of the Department of Education of
the Archdiocese; as Archdiocese Vicar for
the Montreal Greek Orthodox community;
as a member of several inter-religious and
interfaith communities; and as president
of the Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of
Montreal.

He also was a member of the Cana-
dian Council of Churches, the Archdioc-
esan Council of Presbyters, and the 1976
Olympics Committee.

On April 13, 1978, he was elected
titular bishop of Amissos by the Holy and
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate and was consecrated at Holy Trinity
Archdiocesan Cathedral in New York on
May 21, 1978, by Archbishop Iakovos, and
Bishops Silas of Amphipolis, Philotheos of
Meloa, Sotirios of Constantia, and Anthi-
mos of Christoupolis.

He was given the responsibility of the
Eighth Archdiocesan District in Denver un-
til his election as Bishop of San Francisco
in 1979. He was enthroned in July of that
year as the first ruling bishop of the newly
established Diocese of San Francisco.

He has exemplified a ministry of the
broadest perspective and has emphasized
the need for intensive religious experi-
ences through religious education for all
ages, continuing professional education
for the clergy, interfaith and ecumenical
concerns, social service and philanthropy,
cultural endeavors, and various activities
for the youth.

The Metropolitan has appointed com-
missions on youth, senior citizens, Greek
language, spiritual renewal, folk dancing,
all of which are actively sponsoring pro-
grams in these vital areas.

The annual Folk Dance Festival —the
largest exhibition of authentic Greek folk
dance in the world- represents one of
the most successful of these programs,
growing from 16 dance groups to 105
competing in dance and authenticity of
costume.

He established numerous parishes
and sanctioned the development of mis-
sion parishes, encouraged expansion pro-
grams as well as new senior housing and
established three new monasteries, which
are growing beyond their walls.
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Epiphany Day in Tarpon Springs
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29 years before retiring last summer.

“Here in Epiphany we have the ele-
ment of waters,” Fr. Skordallos, a native
of Cyprus and former pastor in Marietta,
Ga., told the press

“We are going to be aware of the po-
tential that water has of becoming a bless-
ing or a very dangerous element.”

Present at this year’s festivities were
the ambassador of Greece in the United
States George Savaides, the mayor of
Tarpon Springs Beverly Billiris, U.S. con-
gressman Michael Billirakis, the director of
the General Secretariat of Greeks Abroad
George Markakos and representatives
from Greek-American organizations.

The day before, AHEPA held its 69th
Annual Epiphany banquet in the commu-
nity’s new “Alex and Faye Spanos/Michael
and Maria Pappas” center. During the
event AHEPA’s supreme president Frank-
lin Manios bestowed upon retired admiral
Michael Kalleres with the organization’s
Medal of Freedom.

RETIRED VICE ADMIRAL KALLERES proudly displays the AHEPA Medal of Freedom and is accom-
panied by Archbishop Demetrios Ahepa supreme president Franklin Manios, U.S.Rep.Michael
Bilirakis, ambassador of Greece George Savaides and other members of the banquet dais.

444

He founded St. Nicholas Ranch and
Retreat Center in Dunlap, Calif. And other
camps in the Metropolis. The Ranch facili-
ties are used extensively on a year round
basis for well-organized camping and
retreat programs.

The annual Kids n’ Cancer program
was established for children with terminal
cancer, their parents, and all necessary
medical staff.

On Nov. 24, 1997, the Holy and Sa-
cred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate elected then Bishop Anthony of San
Francisco as Metropolitan of the Dardenel-
les, exarch of the entire Hellespont, and
Presiding Hierarch of the San Francisco
Diocese.

The acceptance ceremony of his eleva-
tion to the rank of Metropolitan took place
at the Patriarchal Church of St. George on
Dec. 20, 1997. In 2002, the Holy and Sa-
cred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
elevated the Diocese to San Francisco to
a Metropolis.

Over the years, he served as a member
of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Arch-
diocese of America. He proved a source
of inspiration for countless thousands,
not only Greek Orthodox faithful, but
also religious and civic figures who rec-
ognized in him a great leader and a true
man of faith.

One of his major undertakings was to
organize and host the 2002 Clergy Laity
Congress in Los Angeles.

Together with the Metropolis

Philoptochos, he created the Bishop An-
thony Student Aid Endowment Fund, a
multi-million dollar scholarship account
providing funding for seminarians and
students from the Metropolis to attend
Hellenic College and Holy Cross School
of Theology in Brookline, Mass.

He also led an inter-Church pilgrim-
age in early April 2003with two other
hierarchs from sister Churches to Canter-
bury, England, Rome and Constantinople
— the historic centers of the Anglican, Ro-
man Catholic and Orthodox Churches
respectively, which included audiences
with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Pope
John Paul II, and Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew.

On April 25 of this year, he conse-
crated St. George Church in Palm Desert,
Calif.

Metropolitan Anthony will be remem-
bered for his enthusiasm, his vigor, and
his prophetic vision for the Metropolis of
San Francisco. He challenged his faithful
to be more than we believed we could
be, to accomplish more than we ever
thought possible, to dream great dreams
and to make them a reality. A source of
inspiration for countless thousands, not
only Greek Orthodox faithful, but also re-
ligious and civic figures who recognized
in him a great leader and a true man of
faith, his presence and legacy will be felt
for generations to come.

Parts of this story were contributed
by Marissa Costidis, Jim Golding, Frosene
Phillips and Stavros Papagermanos
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OFFICIAL NOTICE

CANDIDATES ELIGIBLE
FOR ELECTION TO THE OFFICE
OF METROPOLITAN OR AUXILIARY BISHOP

In accordance with Article 14 of the Charter of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of America and the pertinent Regulations of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of America (Advisory and Consultative Role in Hierarchical Elections)
there follow herewith the names of the Auxiliary Bishops (in order of ordination
to the Episcopacy) and other clergy (in alphabetical order) who constitute the
current list of candidates eligible for election to the office of Metropolitan or
Auxiliary Bishop as the case may be. This list has been duly ratified by the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

CELIBATE CLERGY
of the
GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE of AMERICA
at least 35 years of age with a theological degree
from an Orthodox institution and sufficient service
in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
as of December 23, 2004

(*) indicates widowers

His Grace Bishop DIMITRIOS of Xanthos

His Grace Bishop SAVAS of Troas

His Grace Bishop GERASIMOS of Krateia

His Grace Bishop ANDONIOS of Phassiane

V. Rev. Archimandrite IGNATIOS APOSTOLOPOULOS
V. Rev. Archimandrite TIMOTHY BAKAKOS

V. Rev. Archimandrite CONSTANTINE BEBIS (*)
Rev. Fr. KYPRIANOS BOUBOUTSIS

V. Rev. Archimandrite JOHN CONSTANTINE

. Rev. Archimandrite JOACHIM COTSONIS

. Rev. Archimandrite NEKTARIOS COTTROS

Rev. Archimandrite VASILIOS FLIONIS

Rev. Archimandrite DAMASKINOS GANAS

Rev. Archimandrite ANASTASIOS GARABOA
Rev. Archimandrite NICHOLAS GRAFF

Rev. Archimandrite JOHN HEROPOULOS

Rev. Archimandrite NICHOLAS HUGHES

Rev. Archimandrite DEMETRIOS KANTZAVELOS
Rev. Archimandrite J. GABRIEL KARAMBIS

Rev. Archimandrite ALEXANDER KILE

Rev. Archimandrite FRANGOULIS (FRANK) M. KIRLANGITIS (*)
Rev. Archimandrite LUKE KONTGAS

Rev. Archimandrite KONSTANTINOS KOSTARIS (*)
Rev. Archimandrite CYRIL LOEB

Rev. Archimandrite GERASIMOS MAKRIS

Rev. Archimandrite STAVROFOROS MAMAIES
Rev. Archimandrite CONSTANTINE MERSINAS
Rev. Archimandrite CONSTANTINE MORALIS
Rev. Archimandrite MAKARIOS NIAKAROS

Rev. Archimandrite GEORGE NIKAS

Rev. Archimandrite EUGENE PAPPAS

Rev. Archimandrite VASILIOS PENTERIDIS

Rev. Archimandrite SERAPHIM POULOS

Rev. Archimandrite POLYCARP RAMEAS

Rev. Archimandrite GERASIMOS RASSIAS (*)

. Rev. Archimandrite NEKTARIOS SERFES

. Rev. Archimandrite SEBASTIAN SKORDALLOS

. Rev. Archimandrite JOHN TRAVIS

d<<cc<dccc<cccdccccdccccdcc <

Comments concerning any of the individuals on the list should
be sent in writing and marked “STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL” to:

CONSULTATION COMMITTEE
GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
8 East 79 Street
New York, New York 10021

Comments should be received no later than February 7, 2005.

From the Office of the Archbishop of America
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Archblshop Demetrios Appeals for Help to the Tsunami Victims

NEW YORK - Following the cataclys-
mic Dec. 26 tsunami that swept across the
Indian Ocean killing more than 150,000
people in 10 nations, Greek Orthodox
Christians around the globe have been
generously offering assistance to the vast
numbers of persons suffering as a result
of the tragedy.

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios
of America in an encyclical to the Greek
Orthodox parishes and organizations
urged the faithful to open their hearts
and generously contribute to the “Asian
Disaster Relief Fund” established at the
Archdiocese. He further asked the par-
ishes of the Archdiocese to have a special
collection for this purpose on Sunday
January 9.

The Metropolis of Hong Kong and
Southeast Asia, under whose jurisdiction
lie the affected areas, is working with Or-
thodox churches in Indonesia and India
to offer assistance to some of the millions

affected.

Hege Opseth-Christian Aid/ ACT
In a small camp several miles from the beach
in South East India.

There is a significant Orthodox pres-
ence on the Indonesian island of Sumatra,
including numerous churches, schools,
and other philanthropic sites.

Metropolitan Nikitas has been in con-
tact with Indonesian Orthodox clergy and
Orthodox brethren in southern India since
the time of the disaster and reported that
none of the faithful have been seriously
injured, and very little damage has been
done to churches and related buildings.

Most of the affected Orthodox faithful
reside in Medan, on the eastern coast of
northern Sumatra in Indonesia and there
was concern that the powerful earthquake
could have caused serious damage.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
contacted Metropolitan Nikitas, express-
ing his paternal love and sympathy for
those who are suffering from this terrible
calamity. His All Holiness stated that “he
and the Mother Church are praying for
relief from this catastrophe.”

The earthquake, which was centered
off the western coast of North Sumatra,
was the most powerful earthquake in the
world in the last 40 years, registering 8.9
on the Richter scale. Orthodox faithful
in Bangkok and in southern India, both
thousands of kilometers from the epicen-
ter, reported feeling the shaking early on
Sunday morning.

While the earthquake caused sig-
nificant damage to the infrastructure in
nearby Aceh, North Sumatra, those results
were dwarfed by the damage to occur
merely hours later.

Massive tsunamis, or tidal waves, rav-
aged across the Andaman Sea, the Bay of
Bengal, and greater Indian Ocean, caus-
ing death and destruction in Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand, Myanmar, Bangladesh,
India, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and as far
west as Somalia and Kenya in Africa.

Paul Jeffrey photos

Tsunam| young survivor in Batticola, Sri Lanka holds tight onto his umbrella, the onIy thlng he
now has for protection against the elements.The man on the right, only found these two photos
of his family members amidst the debris in Moratuwa, Sri Lanka

Anyone working, living, or vacation-
ing by the coast in the affected areas was
washed out to sea or sent running for his
or her life.

Over a third of the victims found so far
have been children, as they stood the least
chance of surviving in rushing water.

Though not directly affected by this
disaster, the Orthodox Metropolis of Hong
Kong and South East Asia has chosen to
act as an intermediary between those who
have suffered great losses and those who
would like to help them recover. At the
request of His Eminence Metropolitan

Nikitas, an “Orthodox Asian Earthquake
and Tsunami Disaster Relief Fund” has
been established.

Millions of Orthodox Christians
around the world have been donating to
this immense tragedy.

IOCC Efforts

At the forefront of the global Ortho-
dox Christian response is the International
Orthodox Christian Charities, bolstered by
a groundswell of charitable giving, is bring-
ing life-sustaining assistance to some of
the hardest hit victims of the South Asia
tsunami.

December 30, 2004

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation that we may be able
to comfort those who are in trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, the
Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire
Greek Orthodox Family in America,

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

During this joyous holiday season when we have been blessed with so much
cheer and an abundance of gifts, who of us has not been truly shaken and deeply
moved by the enormous catastrophes and the nightmarish loss of lives in Asia. In
the blink of an eye, a natural disaster of unimaginable proportions has left dev-
astation and unbearable pain in its wake for countless people. Well over 150,000
individuals have lost the most precious of all gifts, their lives. In it all, we are
reminded of the fragility of life, and we acknowledge that every day is indeed a
gift from God.

As an Orthodox Christian community, our first and foremost response must be
a call to prayer for the eternal rest of those who lost their lives and for comfort and
strength from God upon those left behind. As it is well known, the overwhelming
majority of those adversely affected by this catastrophe are amongst the poorest
of the poor of this globe, who have lost all of their meager belongings.

Comfort from God must be accompanied by a tangible expression of comfort,
which we can offer to the survivors whose lives now depend on whatever assis-
tance the rest of the world is able to offer them. For communities in the region,
the Orthodox Metropolis of Hong Kong and Southeast Asia has commenced ap-
propriate relief efforts.

The I0CC (International Orthodox Christian Charities), an organization of
SCOBA (Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas),
is also offering special assistance to the disaster areas affected by the earthquake
and tsunamis. It is equally important, however, that all of us extend our support,
through prayer and through financial assistance, to those who have been affected
by this tragedy. I would therefore kindly and fervently ask on behalf of our Epar-
chial Synod that the Greek Orthodox faithful of America respond most generously
to this appeal for a special collection to be made on Sunday, January 9, in all our
parishes throughout the Holy Archdiocese. Your benevolent contributions should
be forwarded to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, and designated exclusively for
our “Asian Disaster Relief Fund.”

Knowing of your boundless generosity and your abiding love one for another,
we are confident that you will do whatever you can to offer as much comfort as
possible to the least of our brethren, who are the brethren of Christ, (Math. 25:40)
and to offer in this most darkest hour a ray of hope. Let those who have survived a
foreboding wave of death and destruction now be encompassed by a comforting
wave of love and concern.

With paternal love in Christ,
[ A~ (4> 17 01/0“ VAR

+ Archbishop DEMETRIOS of America

Urgently-needed items such as medi-
cines, tents, blankets, foodstuffs and hy-
giene supplies are reaching tsunami vic-
tims through airlifts being supported by
the IOCC.

At the same time, a team composed
of IOCC staff from Greece and Hong Kong
and local Indonesian church officials is
gathering on the island of Sumatra to coor-
dinate the growing response. The team’s
needs-assessment mission is a joint effort
of IOCC and the Orthodox Metropolita-
nate of Hong Kong and Southeast Asia.

The team is focusing on the situation
on the ground in and around Medan,
the capital of North Sumatra Province in
Indonesia, where the Metropolitanate has
facilities and churches that can provide sup-
port to relief efforts there. Members of the
team will coordinate with IOCC’s longtime
partners Church World Service (CWS) and
Action by Churches Together (ACT).

IOCC also is participating in ongoing
airlifts of humanitarian supplies valued at
$4 million. The shipments contain 100
medicine boxes, each designed to pro-
vide routine medicines for 1,000 adults
and children for three months, and other
medical supplies; shelter and sanitation
kits; blankets and emergency foodstuffs;
and other critical supplies requested by
IOCC partners in the region.

E ¥ -
YAKKUM Emergency Unit/ACT

Grief and dispair in the face of this mother

survivor in the Aceh province, Indonesia.

“We will continue to support these
very concrete airlift efforts in the coming
weeks,” said IOCC Executive Director
Constantine M. Triantafilou, “along with
Orthodox church-based efforts in the
United States — such as assembling and
sending thousands of ‘Gift of the Heart’
health and school kits.”

I0CC is encouraging Orthodox Chris-
tians to continue assembling health kits,
which are urgently needed for shipment
to the areas hardest hit by the tsunami. To
learn more about assembling the health
kits, please visit www.iocc.org/healthkits.

“We are grateful for this unprec-
edented show of support,” Mr. Triantaf-
ilou said, “which will enable IOCC to meet
the immediate needs of those affected and
work toward long-term recovery and re-
construction.”

Donations for IOCC’s “Asia Disaster
Response” maybe sent to IOCC, P.O.
Box 630225, Baltimore, MD 21263-0225.
Donations may also be made online at
www.iocc.org or by calling toll-free 1-
877-803-I0CC (4622), or through the
Archdiocese at 8 E. 79th St., New York, NY
10021, or local parishes who will forward
the offerings to the IOCC.

YAL Response

The Young Adult League has set a
goal for its members to assemble 5,000
health kits to aid victims of the disaster.
The “Gift of the Heart” health kits will
bolster the efforts of IOCC to deliver life-
saving relief supplies to areas hardest hit
by the tsunami.

Health kits assembled by the Young
Adult League will be collected at a ware-
house facility in New Windsor, Md., and

dd g
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Archbishop Appoints New Director
for Greek Education Department

NEW YORK — Archbishop Demetrios
has named Dr. Ioannis Efthymiopoulos as
director of the Archdiocese Department of
Greek Education.

“The appointment of Dr. Ioannis
Efthymiopoulos as director of the Depart-
ment of Greek Education is a significant
event in the history of contributions of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
to Greek Education and Greek Culture,”
the Archbishop said in a prepared state-
ment. “Dr. Efthymiopoulos will offer valu-
able services based on his vast educational
experience and extensive involvement in
the area of educational programs within
and outside of Greece. His immediate
knowledge of the Omogeneia in the
United States constitutes an additional
advantage that guarantees a fruitful con-
tribution in Greek education.”

With Dr. Efthymiopoulos’ appoint-
ment, and the creative contributions of-
fered by Maria Makedon and other depart-
ment colleagues, the Department of Greek
Education has the potential for enhanced
and dynamic work in Greek-American edu-
cation, the Archbishop noted.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Dr. Efthymiopoulos was born in Kar-
damas, in Ilia prefecture.

In 1968 he graduated from the Aristo-
telian University of Thessaloniki.

In 1984 he received a master’s degree
with distinction in education from the
Greek government’s Ministry of Educa-
tion and Religion School and, in 1988,
he earned a doctorate from the School of
Sciences of the Aristotelian University in
Thessaloniki.

Dr. Efthymiopoulos commands
extensive teaching, administrative,
and consulting experience in Greece,
America, Germany and Belgium. He has
taught at the Experimental School and the
Pedagogic Institute of Thessaloniki, the
Aristotelian University and the Pedagogic
Academy of Thessaloniki, and at various
high schools.

Until recently, Dr. Efthymiopoulos
served as educational advisor to the

Pedagogical Institute at the Regional
Administration of Primary and Secondary
Education of Central Macedonia.

From November 1998 until Septem-
ber 2002, he served as consul for educa-
tional affairs at the Education Office of the
Consulate General of Greece in Chicago.

During his service in the United States,
Dr. Efthymiopoulos, in cooperation with
the Diocese of Chicago, organized semi-
nars for parochial school teachers in many
communities and became familiar with the
Greek-American education system.

In 1994-98 he served as educational
advisor for secondary education in the
prefectures of Pella and Imathia and, in
1989-94, headed the Greek Department
of the European School in Brussels.

In 1981-82, with a scholarship from
Goethe Institute, he supervised Greek stu-
dents in German schools around Munich,
and from 1978-81 he headed the adminis-
tration office for secondary education in
Thessaloniki.

Dr. Efthymiopoulos and his wife,
Athanasia Proiou Efthymiopoulou, have
two adult children, one in Chicago and
the other in Rome.
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delivered through ongoing humanitarian
airlifts to the tsunami-affected countries.

“We are grateful for the outpouring
of support from Orthodox Christians
across the country,” Mr. Triantafilou said,
“including this generous commitment by
Orthodox young people.”

Young adult chapters throughout
the United States.will be assembling and
collecting the health kits at various func-
tions, social gatherings and parish events
through Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14.

The “Gift of the Heart” kits include
basic materials such as soap, toothpaste,
Band-Aids and washcloths.

“The packages may be small, but
they’ll make a huge difference,” said the
Fr. Mark A. Leondis, national director of
Youth and Young Adult Ministries for the
Archdiocese. “Just knowing that so many
neighbors from across the globe are ex-
tending their hands has to provide hope
and comfort to the victims.”

Fr. Leondis added that service and
witness are two of the pillars on which the
young adult ministry bases its activities.

“The national young adult service
project is especially appropriate this year
because Archbishop Demetrios has pro-
claimed 2005 as the ‘Year of the Family’
throughout the Archdiocese,” Fr. Leondis
said. “This is a perfect example of how our
Church family can and must reach out to
others in the name of Christ, especially
during challenging times like these.”

To learn more about assembling

the health kits, please visit www.iocc.org/
healthkits. For more information on the
young adult initiative, contact the young
adult ministry at info@yal.org.

Internationally

Elsewhere in the world, the govern-
ment and people of Greece have respond-
ed generously to the call for aid.

The Foreign Ministry has sent a cruise
ship to the Sri Lanka area, following an of-
fer from the Majestic International Cruises
company. The ship transported 800 tons
of humanitarian aid, and will function as
a floating hospital, staffed by specialized
medical and nursing personnel from
Greek non-government organizations.

The aid collected up until this time,
in funding and materials, is estimated at
more than 20 million euros (about $27-
$28 million) and includes aid from the
State that will exceed 4 million euros,
funds collected by the telethon being
organized by the Hellenic Broadcasting
Corporation (ERT) in cooperation with
the Foreign Ministry, which will exceed
15 million euros, aid materials being col-
lected by the Church of Greece’s NGO,
SOLIDARITY, other NGOs, organizations,
municipalities, prefectures and private
citizens. These efforts, which are being
coordinated by the Foreign Ministry, are
expected to result in the collection of over
800 tons — over 5.5 million euros worth
— of aid in the form of tents, clothing,
pharmaceuticals, food, etc.

— Compiled from news sources
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TICKETS TO GREECE ON SALE
NEA YOPKH - AGHNA - GEZZAAONIKH
ROUND TRIP ONE WAY

2349 . 958

ANOI=H 2005: FROM $ 478+TAXES - KAAOKAIPI 2005: FROM $ 608+TAXES
RESTRICTIONS APPLY - SPACE IS LIMITED - CALL TODAY

1-800-473-3238
STEI}OIEEUNR(E}I\I EA1§9VEL 908-213-6826 or 908-213-1251

PHILLIPSBURG, N.J. 08865 www.sterlingtrv.com

READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CD-ROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CD-ROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA and Toula Balanis AA ¢ AnoTek, Inc.
DEMONSTRATIONS and INFORMATION AT: http://www.anotek.com

IF YOU WANT TO LEARN GREEK QUICKLY AND EASILY, OUR CD-ROM COURSES ARE FOR YOU.

Read and Speak Greek: Greek language as taught in 6 years of elementary Greek schools.
Color pictures, multicolor text, male and female pronunciation, academic games. Audio-Visual
dictionary (v4.2 only) and Greek fonts, Reading, Spelling (v4.2 only), Vocabulary,
Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar and Sentence Generation. For children and adults.
Read and Speak English: Successfully reviewed by the California Learning Resource Network
for use in California Public schools (v3.1). Reading, Spelling, Pronunciation, Phonetics and
Phonetic Rules, Vocabulary and Plurals. Designed to teach children or adults that know very
little English. Covers the material taught in grades K, 1, 2 and parts of 3 and 4.
Greek v3.0 (6 yr. course™) ... ou ittt $95.00  English for Greeks. Step 1v2.0 (3yrs.*) . . $95.00
Greek v4.2 (3.0 plusmore®) ... ...... $150.00 Read & Understand Latin v1.0
French v2.0 (6yr.course”™) ........... $95.00  (about 700 school hours™) .. ...t $190.00
English v3.1 (3yr. course™) .. ......... $95.00  *Appropriate Language Fonts Included in every CD-ROM
WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027 e Fax: (310)450-0867 ¢ Email: georgeb@anotek.com
ALSO AVAILABLE IN BOOKS ILLUSTRATED WITH FULL COLOR PICTURES.
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Your E-mail: *P.0. Box orders not deliverable
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This new book by

His Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios
of America

is a collection of

16 major addresses
and lectures be bas
delivered since

bis enthronement as
Archbishop of America
in 1999.

Soft Cover (8$15.95 + $4 s&h)
Hard Cover ($24.95 + $4 s&h)

To order send check or money order to:

Department of Communications
8 East 79th St., New York, NY 10021
(payable to Greek Orthodox Archdocese of America)

Order by phone at 212-774-0244
or by e-mail at communications@goarch.org.
We accept VISA and MasterCard. All orders must be prepaid.

Discounts offered to parish bookstores and book distributors.

The book is published by the: GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
______________________________________________________________________________________|
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ive Years of Significant

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton congratulates Archbishop
Demetrios on his Enthronement.

A new era of Faith, Love and
Hope begins as Archbishop
Demetrios is enthroned.

Immediately after the
Archbishop’s enthronement,
His Eminence is invited to
seat right next to the Presi-
dent at the White

House Prayer Breakfast.

Together with N.Y. Mayor Rudy Giuliani, Archbishop Demetrios
leads his first Greek Independence Day parade on Fifth Avenue.

Archbishop
Demetrios concel-
ebrates Divine Liturgy
with the Hierarchs

of the Holy Eparchial
Synod during his first
Clergy-Laity Congress
in Philadelphia,

July 2000.
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Mllemrsum Yivt of Ecumenics Patriarch Barthodomew

The Millenium visit of
His All Holiness to the
U.S. and the Diocese of
Detroit.Below during
the arrival welcome
event with Metropolitan
Nicholas of Detroit and
Metropolitan Anthony
of blessed memory.

Secretary of
State Madeleine
Albright hosted

a State Depart-
ment Dinner to
salute Archbishop
Demetrios,

May 12,2000
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PRESIDENT BUSH WELCOMES ARCHBISHOP DEMETRIOS

Nhensgors Homanihtsdio Aclishop s (RS

At [T Achbishop
Demetrios visits
U.N.Secretary
Kofi Annan and
along with other
international re-
ligious leaders
promotes the
UN Resolu-
tion for the
protection
of religious

Archbishop Demetrios
visits Hellenic College-
Holy Cross School of
Theology in Brookline,
Mass., many times dur-
ing the year as he did in
May 2001 for the 59th
Annual Commence-
ment Ceremonies.In
the photo with hier-
archs, staff, graduates
and U.S.Ambassador
Nicholas Burns.

ON SACRED GROUND
(clockwise from top-left)
Archbishop Demetrios offers
his blessing to this soldier.
Prayer for America Service, at
Yankee Stadium, Sept. 23, 2001;
His Eminence offers a prayer.
On Ground-Zero Sept. 14,

with President Bush.

Many were the visits to ground
zero, this one in early October
(center) with George Papandre-
ou, Foreign Minister of Greece.
Next to the President, Sept. 20
at the White House, with other
religious leaders.

Icon and liturgical book that
survived the carnage.
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Five Years of Significant

-0 L £ TH e T e Ay FIRST Official Visit to Greece in
-- o] i pai g il il o s == January 2002: His Eminence ad-
: dresses members of Greek Par-
liament;Visits with many leading
personalities of the Greek gov-
ernmentincluding the President
of the Hellenic Republic Kostis
Stephanopoulos, Archbishop
Christodoulos of Greece, Prime
Minister Kostas Simitis; he was
also feted at a special ceremony
at the University of Athens.
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;I?IETHYF_I!!.H UNIVERSITY BESTOWS HONORARY
DOCTORATE UPON ARCHEISHOP DEMETRIOS
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(TOP) Alex Spanos Grand
Marshall of the 2002 Greek
independence Day Parade
and his wife Faye march up
New York’s Fifth Avenue
together with Archbishop
Demetrios and Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg.
(RIGHT) Three new bish-
ops were ordained in
early 2002; from top to
bottom the ordinations
of Bishop Savas of Troas,
Bishop Gerasimos of Kra-
teia and Bishop Andonios
of Phasiane.

(BOTTOM) The 36th Cler-
gy-Laity Congress was
held in Los Angeles with
an increased focus on
awarness of the Faith.
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(Three top rows, left to right)

A festive atmosphere with Ladies

of the National Philoptochos

at St.Basil's Academy.

Another warm welcome

at the White House.

Enthronement of Metropolitan
Evangelos of New Jersey.

Investiture of the 2003 class of Archons.
Archbishop Demetrios leading a Pa-
triarchal delegation to the Vatican and
meeting with Pope John Paul Il in late
= | June 2003.

Official induction ceremony to the
prestigious Academy of Athens.
Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon in
Michigan with actress Nia Vardalos and
Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit.

(TOP) His Eminence speaking

to children at the 37th Clergy-

Laity Congress in New York,

late in July 2004; Mayor of I

Bari, Italy brings contribution

for rebuilding St. Nicholas;
Archbishop Demetrios re-

ceives Ellis Island Medal, May gl
15; (RIGHT) Prime Minister of I 4
Greece Konstantine Karaman- Lid
lis visits with his wife Natasha; ? . i
Special blessing for special

children at NY area parish, just

before Holy Week 2004.

(BOTTOM ROW left to right)
At the beginning of the new
School Year His Emincence
| visits with students of the
Archdiocesan Schools;
Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew visite in March 2004.
In the Archbishop’s office with
Sen. Hillary Clinton and at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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EDITORIAL

UFINIUNO

Metropolitan Anthony (1935-~2004)

The end of 2004 was marked with
great sadness at the sudden, untimely
passing of Metropolitan Anthony of San
Francisco, who dynamically served the
Greek Orthodox Church in the western
United States for more than a quarter
century.

Untimely because, at only age 69,
he died on Christmas Day five weeks
after he was diagnosed with Burkitt’s
Lymphoma. Earlier in 2004, he had an-
nounced his intention to retire at the
end of this year.

From humble beginnings on the
island of Crete, where as a youth he
had been a goatherd, he pursued his
dreams beyond his village and island
to become a great hierarch of the Or-
thodox faith in a great nation.

Metropolitan Anthony was a
straightforward, candid, at times blunt,
man who preferred deeds to a prepon-
derance of words.

In his final encyclical written a few
days before his passing, Metropolitan
Anthony himself admits he has “been
known to be impatient with visionaries
and idealists. When people come to me
and want to share their ideas, I have
often said, ‘Show me your good ideas
by putting them into action.’”

He practiced what he preached.

Over the 25 years of his ministry,
he consecrated 25 new churches and
organized 20 new communities and
missions.

He made his diocese the most
progressive in the Church in the use
of English in services and emphasis and
support of youth through various pro-
grams including the Metropolis Folk
Dance and Choral Festival and a series
of youth conferences in the 1980s that
culminated in great youth rally held
in conjunction with the Clergy-Laity
Congress in 1982, the first of two con-
gresses held in California.

Metropolitan Anthony saw to the
spiritual needs of all the faithful, begin-
ning with the establishment of the St.
Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center in
Dunlap, Calif., and three monasteries,
beginning in 1989 with the Monastery
of the Theotokos the Life-Giving Spring

at St. Nicholas Ranch, followed by St. An-
thony’s in Florence, Ariz., and St. John
the Forerunner in Goldendale, Wash.

He saw to it that his metropolis
ministered to the poor. Through the
Philoptochos’ efforts the “Kids ‘n’
Cancer/Camp Agape” program has
served hundreds of children in Califor-
nia, Washington and Oregon.

With an eye to future generations,
he strongly promoted the training of
priests at Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy and sent a large percentage of those
who have studied for the priesthood to
the school.

The Metropolitan did not want fi-
nances to be a barrier to someone want-
ing to be a priest so he established the
Bishop Anthony Student Aid Endow-
ment that has become a major project
of the Metropolis Philoptochos, which
each year sponsors a Holiday Luncheon
fund-raiser.

Metropolitan Anthony also gave
strong support to home missions and
to missionary and humanitarian efforts
overseas.

Through the Diocese Philoptochos
in 1982, a “Pennies and Prayers” pro-
gram was established to raise funds for
home missions.

Overseas, the diocese raised
$75,000 in aid for starving children in
Ethiopia. Similarly, in 1992, he gave
strong support to the “Russia Chal-
lenge” relief effort that sent missionar-
ies and much-needed aid to the Ukraine
and Russia.

The Metropolitan actively pro-
moted strong relations other Christian
Churches. In April 2003 He led an in-
ter-Church pilgrimage with two other
hierarchs from the Anglican and Roman
Catholic churches to Canterbury, Eng-
land, Rome and Constantinople — the
historic centers of the Anglican, Roman
Catholic and Orthodox Churches.

Metropolitan Anthony was the first
bishop appointed for the then-newly
created Diocese of San Francisco in
1979. He has left a legacy that will be
an inspiration and a challenge to his
successors.

His memory will be eternal.

An Opportunity and A Warning

The tragic, cataclysmic tsunami of
Dec. 26 that killed more than 150,000
people in the nations surrounding the
Indian Ocean within the space of a few
minutes should serve as both an op-
portunity and a warning to us.

First, it’s an opportunity to put into
action Christ’s teaching to care for the
poor, the suffering and the sick so well
will have “treasure in heaven.”

One criterion He will judge on is
how we respond to those in desperate
need. As Jesus states in Matthew 25:40
to those who did His will, “...inasmuch
as you did it to the least of these, My
brethren, you did it to Me.”

The Archdiocese, along with the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Church of
Greece, and other Orthodox Christians
around the world, have responded im-
mediately and generously to the call to
help the countless thousands of people
who have survived and are left home-
less and suffering from the effects of
the tsunami, most of whom are under
the Metropolis of Hong Kong and
Southeast Asia.

Interestingly, none of these na-
tions are “Christian,” but there are
many Christians in these countries,
especially in Indonesia, where there
reportedly is a significant presence of
Orthodox Christians.

And, ironically, there has been
considerable persecution of Christians
in some of these nations, particularly
Indonesia, to the point where there is
a fear of personal safety and destruc-
tion of property. Therefore, this also
presents us with an opportunity to
“love our enemies” and to “do good to
those who hate you.”

This awesome display of nature
(and God’s power) should also serve
as a warning to us that death may come
at any time and in an instant.

Throughout the New Testament
Christ said to be constantly prepared
spiritually. “You also be ready,” Jesus
said in Matthew 12:40, “for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.” This latest tragedy should serve
as a reminder that we should always
be vigilant.
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Family Prayer

This month of January we embark upon our Year
of the Family, a period of intensified ministry to fami-
lies across America. As we begin this very special New
Year, it is worthwhile to reflect upon the connection
of our own families to the Church, and to consider
the extraordinary manner in which the Church influ-
ences the growth and development of our families.
This reflection constitutes in itself a valuable spiritual
exercise for us as Orthodox Christians living in a chal-
lenging and complex society.

Our theme for the Year of the Family follows the
biblical phrase used by the Apostle Paul, kat'oikon
ecclesia, “the church in the home” (Romans 16:5,

by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America

Colossians 4:15). This phrase hearkens to the early Christian communities who
met in homes for worship, teaching, and fellowship. Here, we see a unique con-
nection between the Church and family life. Like the early Christians, we too are
called to cultivate nurturing environments within our own homes that promote
a closer, more direct relationship between our family and the Church. This is
what is meant by the phrase “connect your family to the Church”, which is an
important sub-theme for this Year of the Family.

How may we take steps to promote environments within our homes that bring
our families closer to the Church? A very practical way to do this is to schedule
regular periods of time as families to come together for prayer, even if only for a
few moments each morning or evening. A helpful way to promote family prayer
is to set an aside an area of space within the home exclusively for this purpose.
Already, our Archdiocesan Center for Family Care is developing resources to guide
families in establishing an iconostasion in the home for this purpose.

An equally important and practical component for connecting your family
to the Church is the establishment of a weekly family night. During such a time,
families can come together to read the Scriptures and to reflect upon important
events happening in the world around us. By extension, parishes should also
promote healthy families by conducting a monthly parish family night, a desig-
nated period of time where families within the community can come together
for prayer, fellowship, and also social outreach activities.

Each of these components are but initial steps in promoting the spiritual
health of families and their connection to the Church. They are also components
that underscore the tremendous importance of families as essential building
blocks of society and the Church. By devoting time this month to reflecting upon
the conditions of our own families and their relationship to the Church, we take
important steps toward strengthening our connection to the Church and our
growth in Christ, the Redeemer of our souls. Moreover, we embark together
upon an important and ultimately endless journey of faith as one united Greek
Orthodox family in Christ.

As we consider the extraordinary ability of the Church to transform lives
and communities, I pray that we continue to reflect upon the tremendous influ-
ence of the Church upon our families each and every day. May the love of God
strengthen and nurture your families each and every day of this very promising
and very special New Year.

St.Michael’s Christmas Celebration

D. PANAGOS

GREEK ORTHODOX residents at St. Michael’s Home in Yonkers, N.Y.,have a very merry Christmas
at thefacility.They received a visit from Archbishop Demetrios who celebrated the Divine Liturgy
there, assisted by Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, the director.many of the residents received Holy
Communion and later sat to a luncheon with His Eminence.



Archiepiscopal €ncyclical

On the Feast of Saint Basil and the New Year

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks and
Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the Greek Orthodox Com-
munities, the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the
Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America

My Beloved Christians,

As Greek Orthodox faithful we com-
memorate on the first day of each New
Year the life and legacy of Saint Basil the
Great, a revered ecumenical Hierarch and
Teacher of our Church whose renowned
intellectual and spiritual legacy has shone
brilliantly for centuries. Today, we particu-
larly remember Saint Basil for his enduring
commitment to the development of insti-
tutions of care, such as orphanages and
hospitals, and to the spiritual and physical
health of all persons in need of care.

In light of this remarkable inheritance
which we have received as Greek Orthodox
Christians, it is appropriate that we begin
the New Year by considering the quality
and scope of our own Greek Orthodox
institutions of care throughout our Arch-
diocese. One of these institutions, named
in tribute of Saint Basil, is our Saint Basil
Academy in Garrison, New York. For over
fifty years, Saint Basil Academy has provided a home to children and young people
from across America, many of whom come from troubled family situations and are
in need of a nurturing environment, a place where they can know the peace and the
love of Jesus Christ.

Today, in addition to serving as a home for children in need, Saint Basil Academy
also plays the equally important role of serving as an administrative home for our
new Archdiocesan Center for Family Care. This Center, which is charged with the
sacred task of ministering to the diverse needs of Greek Orthodox families throughout
America, will occupy a prominent position in our national ministries throughout this
New Year, 2005, which we have designated as the Year of the Family. Accordingly, as
we affirm the importance of the family as a blessed gift from God, the mission of Saint
Basil Academy prompts us to consider the vital importance of children as precious
members of our families. It is for this reason why the Academy is a sacred institution
of care worthy of its namesake.

Each year on this day, we are led by our National Ladies Philoptochos Society and
the many local Philoptochos chapters in collecting funds for this vital ministry of love.
This effort continues to be a tremendous source of support for the Academy.

Thus, as we begin the New Year, and as we distribute pieces of the traditional
Vasilopeta in honor of Saint Basil to the members of our communities and homes,
let us especially remember the truly outstanding service of care, healing and peace at
Saint Basil Academy.

Let us also remember and praise the continued good work of the diligent clergy,
staff, and volunteers who oversee the important operations of the Academy. Your
contributions to the Academy will truly assist in bringing the love and care of Jesus
Christ into the lives of many children who are in need.

I pray that the light of God’s love and peace shine upon all of you and your families
throughout the New Year, especially upon the children within your homes and com-
munities, and upon all the children who reside at Saint Basil Academy. May this New
Year, 2005, be a year of prosperity for all sacred institutions of care throughout our
Archdiocese, and may it also be a year of health and love for all families throughout
our nation and our world.

With paternal love in Christ,

]//th[/é%%? N &%

1 Archbishop DEMETRIOS of America

Bishop Andonios to Lead Pllgrlmage to Pontos

NEW YORK - Bishop Andonios of
Phasiane will lead a pilgrimage from New
York to Pontos and Constantinople from
June 25 to July 5.

The group will visit the historic cities
and shrines of the Pontian Greeks includ-
ing, Samsunda, Kerasunda, Trapezounda,
and Panagia Soumela Monastery.

In Constantinople, they will also
visit the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Agia
Sophia, Baloukli, Panagia Vlahernon and
the Grand Bazaar.

For more information please
email contact: Adam Hartofilis at
Cloud Tours 718-721-3803, e-mail:
Cloudtours@aol.com; or Bishop Andonios
at 212-774-0283, e-mail: bishopandonios
@goarch.org

Panagia Soumela Monastery

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

11

1£ The LORD 1S calLiNG yo4,
WE OFLFER A WAY TO ANSWER HiM.

. Whether you've been called to the priesthood, or called to
]
serve the Church as an educator, youth director or lay

leader, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology

can prepare you for the challenges of Church service. Our

curriculum balances theological studies with practical skills and experience that
will help you in our increasingly complex world. Work with a close-knit family
of students and learn from internationally recognized professors who have a
deep appreciation of your calling and understand the challenges facing men and
women serving the Church. For more details contact our Admissions Office at

1-866-HCHC-EDU or visit us at www.hchc.edu today.

ol
-

JHULY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX SCHOOL OF THEDLOGY
Higber education £or a bigber calling.

WWW.HCHC.EDU

PHOTO ETA PRESS

ATHENS
THESSALONIKI

NON STOP ROUND TRIP

FROM
*$50% Fuel charges addl.

©ORTHODOX: OBSERVER -

. ‘ (ousumk PROTECTION

55 East 59th Street, New York NY 10022
Tel: 212-753-1100 e Fax: 212-753-0319
www.homerictours.com ® Email: info@homerictours.com

N“‘T‘(‘,‘ﬁ‘fﬁi‘i"; 1-800-223-5570

*ASTORIA eBROOKLYN e¢STAMFORD eHICKSVILLE, LI ¢ATHENS, GREECE

Number One to Greece

iﬂw‘z 0
> <
> <
ol ©
’ﬂ hf‘b
TOUR INC.

OTHER OFFICES:
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Rohlf's Byzantine Stained Glass Art

Serving the Orthodox Church for over 80 years
in Achievements of Ecclesiastical Excellence and Beauty

FOR MORE INFORMATION & LITERATURE CALL OUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER

800-969-4106

Rohlf's Stained & Leaded Glass Studio
783 South Third Ave., Mount Vernon, NY 10550
e-mail - rohlf1@aocl.com  web page - www.rohlfstudio.com
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Fr. James Moskovites And Lila Prounis Honored

Looking to BUY or SELL a Home in Florida?

~ REMIX

‘ Advantage Plus
1 = Inepandently Ovined ard Opersiad

21737 State Road 7
Boca Raton, Florida 33428
ilﬂi ___ Office: 1 888 3502345 Ext. 318
S#i%|  Office: 1561 488-1669 Direct

OMIAOYME EAAHNIKA

Tom Kopatsis
REALTOR®

Fr.Moskovites (left photo) receives the honor from Dr.Calvin O.Butts, president of the Council;
present at the event was Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos. The Council of Churches of the City of
New York also honored Mrs.Prounis pictured (right photo) with Dr.Calvin O..Butts, and Dr.John

ARE YOU PROUD TO BE A GREEK?
(Read this book, than give to a friend to read)

Find out about the unique contribution of Greece to civilization.
Do you know that you use a large Greek vocabulary
when you speak English without realizing it? Learn how, and exactly
where the Greeks came to North America 4,000 years ago.

“Greeks: The Lighthouse of Civilization
throughout the Ages”

By Damian M. Danopoulos, M.D.

A luxurious soft-bound edition
of 200 pages and 93 colored illustrations. (NOW IN GREEK, TOO)
Price: $ 22 free shipping anywhere in the world.

TO ORDER: Publisher: www.eptalofos.com.gj
Author: USA Tel.: 1-937-298-5200
il: damian@damiandanopoulos.com

(*Special discount for charge orders (Parishes, AHEPA, Greek Schools, Festivals, etc.)

MARKDS travel

DAILY DEPARTURES seIVice

i+ A Delta Air Lines
hOLYMPIC <) Lufthansa

® NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO JET
® EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
at UNBELIEVABLE LOW RATES!

Call Markos Travel Now!
$289

OTHER FLIGHTS NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728

CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS

800-842-8260

*A Limited
Number of Seats

644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

Markos
Hatzikonstantis

E.Hiemstra, executive director.

NEW YORK - Fr. James Moskovites
of Annunciation Church in New York,
and Lila Prounis, the Archdiocese’s Non
Governmental Organization representa-
tive at the United Nations, were honored
by The Council of Churches of the City of
New York at its recent annual award and
recognition banquet.

The Council honors each year clergy
and lay leaders of the City of New York
who have shown exceptional leadership
skills and outstanding services, and have
made a difference in their churches, in the
City and in the world.

Fr, Moskovites received The Recogni-
tion of Exceptional Ministry Award. Ms.
Prounis received The Recognition Award

for her work at the United Nations.

The Council of Churches of the City
of New York, the oldest ecumenical or-
ganization in the United States, has 29
denominational members and affiliated
agencies throughout the five boroughs of
New York City.

The Archdiocese is member of the
Council represented by Bishop Dimitrios
of Xanthos.

Many distinguished clergy, govern-
mental representatives and lay persons
were in attendance at this auspicious
event, including Fay Vasilakis, wife of the
Greek ambassador to the United Nations
and Greek Consul General Katherine
Bouras.

Byzantine Scholar to Deliver Manolis Lectures at PAOI

BERKELEY, Calif. — Fr. Robert Taft,
the world’s leading expert on Byzantine
liturgy and former vice-rector of the Pon-
tifical Oriental Institute in Rome delivered
the Paul G. Manolis Distinguished Lecture
Series on Jan. 18-20 at the Chapel of the
Pacific School of Religion on the campus
of the Graduate Theological Union.

The Paul G. Manolis Lectures

This is the second distinguished
lecture series delivered under their new
name, honoring churchman, commu-
nity leader, and director of the Patriarch
Athenagoras Orthodox Institute, Paul G.
Manolis.

The Distinguished Lecture series was

inaugurated in 1988 as a way of bringing to
Bay Area the best scholars from through-
out the world to speak on topics of con-
cern to the Orthodox Church.

Many of the lectures have been
published by InterOrthodox Press, the
Institute’s publishing arm.

The previous Distinguished Lecturers
have been Bishop Kalistos Ware (1988), Fr.
John Meyendorff (1989), Jaroslav Pelikan
(1990), Metropolitan Methodios Fouyas
(1992), Sir Dimitri Obolensky (1994),
Lydia Black (1996), Christos Yannaras
(1998), Kyriaki Karidoyanes FitzGerald
(2000), and Archbishop Anastasios Yan-
noulatos (2003).

Nl

% Lo o T

Theological Consultation Meeting at Holy Cross

e

-, .

MEMBERS of the Orthodox-Roman Catholic Theological Consultation in North America gathered
recently for a three-day session at Holy Cross School of Theology for their semi-annual meeting.
Those attending were: (first row, from left) Dr. Susan Ashbrook Harvey, Fr. Thomas FitzGerald,
Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh, Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk of Cincinnati, Fr. Brian Daley,
Bishop Demetrios of Xanthos and Sister Mary Jean Goulet. (second row) Fr. John Long, Dr. Paul
Meyendorff, Frs. Emmanuel Gratsias and Ronald Roberson. (third row) Fr.Nicholas Apostola, Dr.
Thomas Bird, Frs.Robert Stephanopoulos, Peter Galadza,John Gavin, Sidney Griffith, David Petras,
Dr.Robert Haddad, Frs. Alexander Golitzin and James Dutko.


http://www.eptalofos.com.gr
mailto:damian@damiandanopoulos.com

JANUARY 2005 ORTHODOX OBSERVER

W'Ih §75% b \
F R E E c Ds & SH I PPI NG | FHE:EEE?E Ehlp::;'; rfnsi ?I?: :-'asr;lg_!ihz;“ balow.
$75% get 1 FREE

get ALL 5 FREE
PREMIUM SELECTIONS! $23.98 value - yours FREE! $1507 get 2 FREE With any 300"

FOR ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-473.3522 | 22°  ~ G°t3FREE purchase

& -'-.
M -

WPy EH A ROHAHEH

"
i "
o ' - i
e g o L e PP TR
sl Tl 4 T IECREL & i Sy leh; AT
SorrEa s S, Eh FEmew o e

—
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Now you can FINALLY own a piece of Greek History!
ABHNA 2004

ATHENS 2004 OLYMPICS ON DVD!

This collection of 4 DVD's contains:

Disc #1: Opening event (approx: 208 min)

Disc #2: Highlights of the Games (approx: 62 min)

Disc #3: Highlights of Greek athletes (approx: 115 min)
Disc #4: Closing event (Approx: 116 min)

BONUS: B8 page mini photo album
4 DVD Set (REGION 2) in GREEK

L
) T

|NEITE.' This DVD set is REGION 2 requires a multi-region DVD player like the one below |

FOR ORDERS or more information CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-473-3522

$3o 0 OFF [savenow

Limited Time DVD Player SPECIAL OFFER!
+ If you don't have a multi-region player... now is
. the time to get it! For a limited time when you
buy the ATHENS 2004 DVD set and the multi-
region Coby DVD player (#DVD515) you will
automatically receive $30.00 OFF your order!
You get the Athens 4 DVD set plus the DVD

Player for Only $129.96

This DVD player can play PAL or NTSE OVD's from any reglon
on any TV, anywhere! (Mo Special Multi-system TV Required)

qy - . .
- .- ]

-_— T

You can watch OVD's from abroad right here in the U.S, with your standard TV or you can waich
11.5. DVD's abroad with local TV. This player is truly Multi-Region and has built-in video comvarter,
This is a special leaturs available on very few DVD players. Most other region free players will play
back all region discs bul if the disc is Pal you will not be able to play It on a normal American TV

NEW on DVD

ANNA VISSI
LIVE! on DVD
Greaca's top lemala
- artist brings us this ulti-
male LVE perdormance
on DVD singing her own

hits a3 wedl &5 ather
classic hils sung by har
fiar the first tima like;
*Tha pio apopse 10
Fegpani®, “Mihta

Stasou”, “Pali tha SPECIAL
Klapsa®, An ing i agapl

amartia~ and 50 Mary | O@FFERI
more... A MUST HAVE for fans! Buy the complete

Special features: 1) Dolby Digital 5.1 2) Discography | 9 disc set for
3) Language selection (Greek and English) OMNLY $249%

SAVINGS OF s65™

NEW GREEK KARAOKE DVDs! Volumes 1-9

Fael like Singing? Mow you can be a STAR too! For the first time you can
now sing along fto some of your favorite Greek funes with these new
Karaoke DVDs. Finally the perfect FUN for you, your family and friends!

; Karaoks OVD Vol.1 HKarackes VD Yol.b
Each Volume Nty DVE-00005 §34.99
Tale (10 L A Soreps T2 Agsimia, Als mou ban 1s maty wau. Sorngs Tret ¥ Adessat, Prin Hath To Onso
more songs ikn ey, St & many moo., Mg, Sanmal arbrrend Briadc, Trano & ara.

‘ ;: Karsoke OVD Vol2 Karagke ODVD Val.7
DNO-S0000 15 il DV 4 e
Sovep Pl Woudish Prbe Kowdi, (Den Soogs. Ll SOOI LOrlS) o, Taname
lpatean #ages, O Latvis § moce. o Saoniy, Els na me edoss & moe
Karaoke DVD Vel 3 Haracke 0VD Yol.B
DAL S3000T 535 9 DOVEHIEL0T 54 .98
Sorgs. Vel Folia 530 Strata Mow, Thesalonid Sorga: - Ul pol mwead wious dromous - Pow’ra
Bicii, i Gowi Kt Ko Piras B o [ TPl « TRl Py BOO0as 13 leggas L mom
Karpoke OVD Vold Haraoske DVD Yalg
D B00ech 13 5l OVE-9R00l 4 08
Seaggh T Foepan P This ko, Daoikia Songa: Wik sbrssu, T 'Poiandoa O Mo -
b Fanitsi g An e | Agap Amaris & moms Pk o bl - i oo - odirny I e

Karaoke OVD Vol5 FOR COMPLETE SONG LISTINGS

DT S0 532 54
prph A CALL US or VISIT US ONLINE
Song: Kank Edo Den Tragouda, 0 desd m_ﬂlﬂhﬂlﬂlﬂﬂm

Palihitdts, Finreoldra & mone i i

Comeniant shopping from your home 24 Hours a Day 7 Days a Week
order our FREE 2005 CATALOG T www.greekmusic.com

Iz e o will find: # CHILDREN'S . EFIEE- MUSIC & VIDED

+ BOXED SET SPECIALS BOOKS. VIDEDE AND DVDS

SPECIAL Buy a5y 4 sits and Halp your kds karm & read, = GREEK Entertainment
et 1 FREE wits and eourt in GREEK) d A STORE WITH MORE!

# C0 & Caszeine SPECIALS = HEW & LATEST RELEASES Visit us today and

e see for yourself!

A The besd il Greece has o

Ay WF poi sy flad over 000 C1F

= BREEK FILMS ON DYD offer from your fareoeite artisss! h"uﬂ !'r"-'

Aopreat eobestion of Gesel Fikm | o GREEN SOUVENIRS 3

Classics for Pe frst lime on | Show your Greek prioe! Great [ UALEES

ol coBeciion stickars, mousepads,

= ALL TIME FAN(RITES] and mare Lo LA
10R0FF = Folidiy somgs, = BREEK COOKBOOES B ot e
B, fiabeiies, Diemoska KD 50 MUCH MORE.... e imia .
Hiskotia and much g

- 64 PAGES

W3
=

IN FULL COLOR

FOR ORDERS AND CATALOG REQUESTS
CALL TOLL FREE:1-800-473-3522

sefertions, owd Hivwadred of Fideo and
D FTY sefvgtioms)

Flafd mx wod see owr  fobwlnus
sefocdhon af clrbalren v merckandiie
We have the larpest seleciion of
chitelrew % books, videos and DFT b
Gerrak,

Ui eiaeer sfore 0v mel only the seunce
for A o X Gireek Music & Voo - if
ofve bas g widy wefection of Greek
it el sowvenies.

New York
25-50 31st Street
Astoria, NY 11105
TOLL FREE: 800-473-3522
Tal: T18-932-8400 / Fax: T18-532-9911
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0 Ayiooudc v Yohtewv atnv noan Twv Ocodaveinv: Mapadoon kai Evaoyio

TAPIION SITPINTKE — O 17%povog
EAAnvoapepikavog Avipiov Maxk
Avtaug, yevvnuévog otnv ®Aopida kat
ue kataywyr) and v Kaivuvo aveovpe
TOV ZTavpo Ao TA Npeud vepd Tov
KOATIIOKOL «Zmpvyk Mmaiyliov» otnv
EQETIVT TEAETT) KATASLOTNG TOL ZTAVPOV
oTnv omola Yopootatnoe o Apylemi-
0KOTTOG AUEPIKNC K. ANuUNTplog Kal
mapevpednkav 20 kat mAgov x1hadeg
TOTWOV KAl EMOKENTOV Ao TNV PAOp1-
Sa aAAa kal AAAeg moAtteieg, OMWG N
Néa Yopxkn.

[l rou Qwn Nanayepuavou

Tetowa pepa kabe ypovo, avnuepa
TV @zopaveiwv, 1 tapadoon Belel 40
TePLITOL VEOUE va LETEXOUV TNV opada
TV SUTAOV 01 0TTO101 KA TTEPTOVV ATTO TIG
Bdapkeg 0TO VEPO Y1A VA AVAGVPOLY TOV
Stavpo.

To npwi, peTtd TNV apylepatikn Ocia
Aertovpyia otov KaBedpikd vad tov
Ayilov NikoAdov, o Apylemiokomog An-
unTplog piAnoe oto ekkAnoiaopa yua
™mv €0pTN Twv Ozo@avimwy, Hia €0pTn
AUEOA KAl ApPNKTA oLVOEdEUEVT) LE TO
OTOLYELO TOV VEPOU KA TOV AYLACUO TOV
v8aTwV ka1 ouveSeoe TNV €0PTI| UE TIG
UEYAAES KATAOTPOPES TOV (PAVOUEVOU
TOOLVAL OTNV VOTIOAVATOAIKT) Acid T0V
TPOKANONKE Ao vepd aAld kat Tnv
UEYAAT AVAYKT TV TANOLOU®YV eKel yia

EKKAHXH T'TA BOHOEIA EN OWEI TON KATAXTPO®QN THY AXIAX

AHM. ITANAI'OX

0 APXIEMIZKOMNOX AnUnTpIog Npogotn tou Kadayiaouou twv Yodtwy.

kaBapo moo1o vepo. «Avaloyloteite
TNV KATAGTPOPIKT SUvaun tov vepov,
avaloyloTeite OUMG KAL TNV OOTH LA KAl
{wTikn dvvaun tov vepoL», eime.

MeTd Tov aylacud eviog Tou vaov,
OXNUATIOTNKE TIOUIT 1) OTOlA UE e~
KEPAANG TNV €1kova g Bamtiong tov
Xp1oTov katevdBUVONKE TPog TNV €181KN
e&&dpa mov eixe onbel oto HECO TNG
spokvpaiag tov Mmatylov.

IV KOpLET| NG TOUMNG NTav Ta
matd1d Tov KOVOTIKOV O)XoAeiov kal
akoAovBovoav ot1epomadeg, ) xopwdia
Kat ol iepopdaiteg. Madi pe tov Zefa-
OHIOTATO ApPX1ETIOKOTO AUEPIKNG K.
Anuntplo otny mousnr Badilav o Zefa-
op@Tatog MntposoAitng AtAdvtag K.
AXE€l0¢ ka1 0 Xefaocpiwtatog Mntpo-
moAitng Iomaviag k. Empaviog. Emi-
KEPAATIG TV AAA®Y KANPIKGOV TNG TEPL-

oxXNg NTav 0 VEOG 1EPATIKGOG TMPOTOTA-
pevog tov Ayiov NikoAdov Apytpavopi-
™mg Zefaotiavog Zxkopdalog kat tnv
JOUITN CUUITTAT POVAY O1 ETTICT|LOL KA Ol
TOTTKOL TTAPAYOVTEC.

IIpwv TV TeAETI) 0 ApX1emioKOTOg
Anuntplog Siafaoce e181k1) TPooEVYT) KAl
€VAOYNOE TNV opuAda TV veapwv Sutmv
JIOV ApEOWS HETA PovTnEav ota vepd
TOV YPAPIKOU KOATIOU Kat fraotnkayv va
emPifaotovv otig adeleg Papkeg mov
Tovg mepipevav, StaAeyovtag exeivn v
OTIYpT) 0701 Bewpovoay o KATAAANAN
Kat foAwn.

Mua 14xpovn koméAa, 1 Kabpwv
Belapvtoola, puélog g xopwdiag tov
KaBe8pikov, kpatovoe 0Tig TaAdpueg g
£Va A0TTPO TTEPLOTEPL, TTOL OUUPOALEL TO
Ayto IIvedpa, kal €1¢ avapvnon g
Bamntiong tov Xpotov otig 0xBeg Tov
Iopdavn etoludotnke va to agpnoet
kaBwg o Apylemiokomog teleimve TV
avayvwon tov iepoV EvayyeAiov.

Ta patia yiadwyv Beatmv, dekaddwv
POTOYPAPWV KAl TNAEOTMTIKOV OLVEP-
YElWV OTPAPNKAV TOTE TTPOG TNV HEPA
TV vtV MoL MEepipevay pe aywvia
O0pO01 Tavw oTIg IKPES fApKES VA Sovv
TOV ApY1ETIOKOITO VA piy VEL TOV ZTAUPO.
O veapog Avtplov Mak Avtaug, nndnoe
ano v Papka otnv omoia eixe emPi-
Baotel, padi pe tovg vITOAOITTOVG SVTEG
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30n Aexepfpiov 2004

EdAoyntés 6 Oeds kai [atrip Toi Kupiov ripdv ‘Incoi Xpratod,
0 maTnp T@V oikTIPUAV Kai Oeds wdong mapaxkAnoews,

0 mapakal@v rpdc &v don i OAPer 1ipdv, ic 6 StvacOm ripdc
naparxaleiv tovg &v wdon BAier 61d Tig TAPAKANGEWS

n¢ mapaxaiovpueda avroi 176 Tod Ocodr

(B” Kop1vH. 1:3-4).

Tpd¢ rovs Xefacmwrdrovs kai Ocopileordrovs Apxispeis, Tovs EvAafsotdrovs
Tepsic xai Arardvous, Tovg Movaxouvs kai Movaxés, tovg Ipoédpovs kai MéAn tawv
Koworixdav Xvpufordiwy, 7d Huspriowa kai Azmoyevparivd Xxoleia, tic Pidomraixovs
Adedlpornreg, v Neoldaia, tic EAAnvopOddoées Opyavioeis kai 0AokAnpo 10
Xproremdvopov mirpwua tiis Tlepds Apxiemoroniic AUspixii.

IpoopiAeis pov Xprotiavot,

[Moi6g dmd pds mov Cotpe ot xapd 1@wv Eoptdv, kai ol Exovpue eddoyndi
ué 1éon ayariiaon Puxiic kati dpbovia Swpwv, 8év ovykrovioOnke dinbivd kai
év ovykiviOnke Raberd dmd thy TEpdoTIa KATAOTPOPN Kai TRV EPLAATIKA dTTAELd
tig Cwiig xthdSwv avBpwmwy oty Acta! ‘Ev purit 0@Baipnod, md @uoikn
KATaoTpoPh dmiotevtwy Sraotdoswy denoe oTé mEpaoud TG EpRpUwon Kail
afdotaktn 68Uvn yid dvapiBuntouvs avBpwmouvs. Teproodtepa dmd 130.000 dropa
€xaoav 16 moAvTinwTepo dyado tous, Thv idia Tovg Ty Cwi. Xtiv mepintwon Tiig
Tpaywdiag avtig dvridapfavopueba méoo evBpavorn eivar n Lwn, kai 1600 N Kdbe
nuépa eivar mpdypatt Sdpo ek Oeod.

‘Ev e titg tpaywdiag, n mpdrn kai kvpia dndvrnon pag wg OpHodéov
Xpraravikiic KowoTnTog, TpEmel vd eivar 1 IPOCEVXT UTLEP alwviov dvamalioews
TV wvxd)v avt@v 7ot &xacav v Cwh Toug, Kai fmép ek Oeod napnyopiag Kai
EViox00EWs aOTWV 0V snanoav TG KATAOTPOPTG. Onwg gva vaoro, n usya?&n
nkstotpn(psm avT@v 7OU snanoav and thy TPWTOPAVIL GUUPOPd dviker orovg
TTWXOTEPOVS TV ITWXDV TG Y7ig. AvToi dipifds oi dvBpwmor Exacav dxbun kai
Td EAdx10Ta o e1xav.

‘H napnyopia éx Ocod mpémer vd ovvodevdit kai dnd thy Pniagnti EKppaon
sapnyopiag Ty omota propoipe vd poo@épovpe o avtols mov enélnoav Tod
oAeBpiov mArtypatog, o° avtois ov Twpa e€aptdvTar dnd tiv fonbeia mov 0 KOoUOG
ewvar 0¢ Oéon vd 10U Tpoo@épn. Tid Tic kKodTNTES TV IEPLOXAY TTOU EXATYNTAY,
1 Opbddo&os T. Mntpdmolig tod Xévyk-Kovyk kai titg Notioavarorkiig Aoiag
Exernén dpxion kardAindes mpoondbeieg fonbeiag. ' H IOCC (Aebveic OpOddoleg
Xprotavikés Dravbpwmieg) n omoia droteAel opydvwon tng SCOBA (Mdvipog
Emizponn t@v Kavovikdv OpbodsEwv Emokdmwy Auepikiic) mpoo@épet Emiong
eibikcn fonbeia oTis meproxés mov enAiynoav dnd Tols oe10noUs Kai T6 Pavopevo
Tsunami. 'Ev tottoig, eivar € ioov onpavtikd Kai 6Aot Eueic S1d TG TPOCEVXTIG
Kai 81d Tig oikovomkiig fonbeiag vd mpoopépovpe TV oVVEIOPOPd Hag o€ GAOUG
avtots mov vnipEav Olpara tig anibavng Tpaywdiag.

I'7 avtév 1év Adyo, kai € dvoparog tig Emapxiaxiig pag Zvvédov, Oepudrata
napaxi@ 6iovs Tots EAinvopHodoEoug pag motols titg Apepikii vd dravrnoovpe
ué dxpa yevvaiodwpia > avti thy ékkAnon kard thy mepipopd ei1dkod Siokov
v Kupraxn 9 Tavovapiov 2005 o€ 6reg tic Evopies pag &v Apepuxcit. Ot piadvOpw-
TIEG TIPOOPOPES 0ag TIPETEL vd 0TAAOTY 10 TaxuTepo 0Ty Tepd Apxiemokomn ué
Ty dnoxAeiotikn EvéeiEn «[d 16 Tapeio Bonbeiag Aowatikiic Kataotpopiicr.

[Tvwpilovrag tiv dmepidproTn yevvatodwpia oag Kai iy péviun mpog AAAMAOUS
dydmmn oag, eipeba RéRmor 611 Od kdpete mav 16 Suvardy yid vd mpoopépete 600
mo peydAn dvaxovgion kai mapnyopia Svvacbe oTols EdaxioToug Tdv dSeApdv
nag, mov etvar adedgoi 1o Xprotot (Math. 25:40) kai yid vd xapioete dxtiveg
QWTOG dydnng ¢ alTiy TV OKOTEWH dpa TG ovpuopds. Ag fonbroovue wote
avtoi ot enélnoay tig Emdpouitg Tol kiparog Tod BavdTov kai T KaTaoTPOPNG
va voroovv 16 mapnyopo dykdiiopa TV Kupdtwy TG dydnng kai Tiig
OTOPYNG.

Mé mazpixn év Xprotd dydnn,

f Aty oy

T o Apxiemioxomog Auepixiig Anpntpiog
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Kal katevBvvOnke mpog To onueio ov
eide va meptel 0 Ttavpog. 'Onwg eine
petd, otav fovtnée Sev Siekpive aso tnv
EMPAVELA TOV VEPOL TOV ZTAVPO AAAA
UOAlg mAnoilaoce awoBavOnke kAt kat
TpOAaPe va Tov oi&el oTa XEpla TOL e
oon Suvaun diebete. 'Otav mAgov Tov
avéovpe, ol Stopyavoteg gaovagav
Suvatd To OVoUA TOV KA1 &vag-Evag OAOL
01 801eg E0TTEVOAYV KATOTYV VA TOV AYKA-
Adoovy kat Tov ESivav ouyyxapnnpla,
EVM a0madoTav Tov ZTtavpo.

AxkolovBwvTag moTtad TNV mapa-
5001, 0 VIKNTIG OLYKIVI|UEVOG KAl KPA-
TOVTAG PNAA TOV ZTAVPO TPOXMPNOoE
AUEoWGS LeTa mpog Ty e€£dpa dmov Ppi-
OKOTAV 0 APYIEMIOKOTIOG KA1 TPEUOVTAG
YOVATIOE UTIPOCTA TOV YA va SexBel Tnv
evloyla Tov kal oTnv ovvexela va Seytel
TA PAAC TWV POTOYPAPWV.

H untépa tov Appoditn Max Avtapug,
sov katayetal anod v Kaivuvo, Sev
UITOPETE VA KPUWPEL TNV OLYKIVNOT] TNG
Kal £Tpe€e va Tov aykaAldoet.

Apyotepa, otav 1 opdda twv Sutwv
eMETTPEPE OTO VAO 0 ApY1emMioKOITOg
npooPepe 0ToV Aviplov Mak Avtapug
£va YpLO0 0TAVPO KA1 GTOVE VITOAOLTOUS
£va SITTLYO e EIKOVEC,.

H eoptr] twv Ogopaveinv kal o
Aylaopog tov YSATwv 010 «eAANVIKO
Xwp10» Tapmov Zmpivykg eival n pe-
YaAUTEPN KAl HAJIKOTEPT) EOPTACTIKN
teletn e katadvong tov Tipiov Ztav-
pov exto¢ EAAASog kat ouykevpaovel
KkaBe xpOvo —ta TeAevTaia 99 Xpovia—
X1Aa8eg MTPooKLVNTEG ATTO OAN TNV

AHM. MANArOZ

01 veapoi BOUTNXTEG 0TO TAPMOV ZNPIVYKG NAIPVOUV TNV EUAOYIA TOU APXIENMIOKONOU
AnunTpiou Alyo NpIV Th JEYAAN OTIYMN TNG KATAduong Tou Tiuiou ZTaupou.

Apepikn. ®et0g¢ mapeoTnoav UeTAED
AAwv o mpéaPng g EAAGSoG k. Tem-
pylog ZaBBaidng, n dnuapyog tov Tap-
7oV EIPvykg ko MmefepAt MmiAipng
kaBa¢ ka1 0 opoomovSilakog BovAevTrg
K. MaikA MmA1pAkng, o avamAnpwtng
Tevikog Atevbuvng tne T'evikng Tpap-
pateiag Amodnuov EAAnviouov k. T'em-
pylog Mapkakog kat ot mpoedpol Twv
Opoomovdiwv EAANvik®V Zopateinv
DdAop1Sag ka1 Neag Yopkng. Miyaing
YépPog kat Nikog AtapavTiong.

Alyo petd to peonuépl, 0To YEITO-

VIKO e to Mmaiylov mapko «Kpéyk
TIAapK», AVINYNOAV TX01 EAANVIKOL, T]XO01
TTApadoo1aKng HOVOKNG KABwG TOAAA
XOPEVTIKA OUYKPOTHUATA A0 Slapopa
pnépn édaPav pépog oto kabiepwpévo
PeOTIPAA.

O1exk8nAwoetg, mov Siopyavmvovtat
ue v evkaipia twv Oeopavelwv Eeki-
VNOQV A7t TNV TTAPALOVT], LE TO EMIOTLO
Selmvo mov Sopyavwoe 1 AXEITA kat
(PETOC TTPAYLATOTONONKE OTO VEOKTIOTO
KOWVOTIKO KEVTPO JTOL PEPEL TA OVOLLATA
TV Swpntov: «AAe kat OET TmavoL —

MdaixA kot Mapia [Tanmag». Xto deimvo
napevpednke o XefaoioTatog Apyi-
emloKOmOg¢ APEPIKNG K. AnunTplog, o
BovAgvTng k. MATkA MmiAlpaxng kat o
npoedpog g AXEITIA k. ®pavkAwv
Maviog.

Me 1o MetdA Ao tg EAevBepiag ng
AXEITA Tiun0nke o eAANVOAUEPIKAVOG
AvVTIVALAPY0G €.0.. TOU AUEPIKAVIKOV
vavtikov MaikA Kaiipng. EE aAdov, o
KAO1EPWUEVOC XOPOG Y1A TNV NUEPA TWV
Beopaveimv diefnydn pEtog 0To Kovo-
TIKO KEVTPO, T0 Bpadv tng ITapaokevrg
7 Iavovapiov kal eiye Siaitepn emi-
tuyia. Kown eivar mavtwg n emoifnon
OTL LLE TNV EVKALPIA TOV 100 XPOV®V, TTOV
Ba yloptaotovy og Tavnyvpiko kAipa to
2006, evdéyeTal va mapaoctel oTnNV
teAetn 1ng katddvong kat o Owkov-
uevikog Iatprapyng k. BapBoAouaiog.

O Apy1emioKomog K. AnunTplog
£ptace 0To agpodpouo tne Taumra to
peonuept tng Tetaptng 5 Iavovapiov kat
katevBvvOnke mpog to ypapiko Tapmov
EAPIVYKG OOV KAl eMOKEPOHNKE TO
amoyevuativo oyoAeio tng Kowotnrag
Tov Ayiov NiwkoAdov. Exel, apol ocuvo-
uiAnoe pe tovg padnteg 6€xOnke ex
UEPOVG TOVG XPNUATIKO TT0CO 230,75
SoAapiwv, TPoo@opa Tovg 0To TAEID
ya v fonbela twv Bupdtwyv tov Toov-
vaut otnv NotioavatoAikr) Aoia.

O Apyemiokomog e€éppaoce tnv
Xapd TOL KAl TNV 1KAVOTOINOoT) TOU yld
TNV TIPOCPOPA TOV UIKP®V HadnTav Kat
TOVG evXapioTnoe ywa to mapaderypa
avBpwmopol kat aAAnAeyyuvng mov
Sivouv oe 0Aovg Tovg ouvavBpmovg
TOUG.

O APXIEMIZKOMNOZ AIOPIZE NEO AIEYOYNTH EAAHNIKHZ MAIAEIAZ

NEA YOPKH - O Xefaocpiomtatog
Apylemiokomog AUEPIKNG K. ANUNTPLOG
avekoivwoe otig 7 Iavovapiov 1o So-
plopod tov Ap. Indvvov EvBupomoviov
g SrevBuvtov tov Tunuatog EAAnvikng
Madeiag tng EAAnvikng OpBodogov
ApY1emOKONG AUEPIKNC.

Tnv avakoivwon tov §loptopol tov
k. EvBupiomotdov, o Apylemiokomog K.
Anpntplog ouvodevoe pe Tnv akolovn
SnAwon: «H avainyn tng StievBivvoeng
tov Turjpatog EAAnvikng IMaidelag amd
tov Apa Ioavvn EvBuuiomovio amotelet
OTUAVTIKO YEYOVOG OTNV 10TOpiA TNG
npooPopag g lepag Apylemokonng
Apepikng otnv EAAnvikn IHandeia kat
tov EAAnviko IMoatiopd. O Ap. EvBv-
uiomovAog Ba mPooPEPEL TOADTIUEG
vNpPeoieg AOY® TNG MTAOVOLOTATNG
EKTTABEVTIKNG TOV EUTELPIAG KAL TOV
EKTETAUEVOV £PYOV TOVU OTOV TOPEQ
EKTMAIBEVTIKOV TTPOYPAUUATOV EVTOG
Kat exktog tov EAAadikov ywpov. H
AUEDT] YVQOOT] TOU OUOYEVEIAKOV KOGUOV
™ Apepikng amotelel eva emni mAgov
ATOPACIOTIKO TTAEOVEKTNUA TO OO0
eyyvatal v Kapmo@opo drakovia tov
otov X®po g EAAnvikng mandeiag tng
Opoyeveiag».

Me v avaBeon tng Alevbivoeng
IMadeiag otov Apa EvBuuidmovdo, o
omolog avélafe kabnkovta apeong, kat
NV ouveX1OUevT SNUIOVPYIKT| TTPOCPO-
pa tng xvpiag Mapiag MakeSmv kat
AAAwV ovvepyat®v, to Turfua EAAN-
vikng Iaidelag amoktd SuvatoTnTeg
€LPLTEPNC TPOOPOPAC KAl SUVAUIKTG
ePyaoiag 0To VEVPAAYIKO TOUEA TNG
Opoyevewakng IMadeiag.

BIOTPA®GIKA XTOIXEIA
O Ap. Ioavvng EvBuvuiomoviog

OPOOAO=0Z NAPATHPHTHX

ITnv £€6pa tng lepdg ApXIEMIOKONNEG AMEPIKNG Npayuatonoinénke npdodata o
£TNOIOC SIaYWVIOUOC opBoypadiag (spelling bee) Je TNV CUUPETOXN ABNTWY anod
TA NUEPNOIa OXONEia TG APXIEMIOKONIKNG NEPIPEPEIAC. O1 MIKPOI S1aywVIZOMEVOI
ME TNV K. Mapia Makedwv Kai Tov K. Thomas DeMarco, S1Eubuvti Tou “IXONEiou
AnUNTPIOG Kal Fewpyia Kanogidn" Tou Brooklyn.

yevvnOnke otov Kapdauda tng HAelag.
To 1968 emepatwoe Ti1¢ [Havemotn-
UWOKEG TOV 07ToVSEG 0TO APLOTOTEAELO
[Mavemotnuio Oecoalovikng.

To 1984 cvunmAnpwoe pe aplota
UETATMTUYIAKES OTTOVSES TASAYWYIKTG
emmedov Masters otn XyxoAn Emiuo-
ppwong tov Ymovpyelov IMaibelag kat
OpnokevudTewy KAl to 1988 aveknpvyon
Sidaktwp g ExoAng Oetikwv Emi-
oTnuoOv tov Aprototeleiov IMavemi-
otnuiov ®ecoalovikng.

O Ap. EvBvuiomoviog Srabetet
evpela Sibaktikn, doknTiky, mada-
yoyikt), ovpfovievtikn katr kabodn-

yntikn eunepia otnv EAAASa, otig
Hvwpéveg IToAteieg, otn Fepuavia kat
10 B&Ayro. 'Exel 616a&el oe Sitagpopeg
Babuibeg exmaiSevoewg 0mwg oto Ilet-
papatiko TyoAeio kal oto IHabaywyiko
IvotitoUto Tng ®ecoaAovikng, 0To
Aplototelelo ITavemoTnuio kKat otnv
Mo aywyikn Akadnuia @cooalovikng
kabmg kal oe Stapopa yvuvaoia kai
Avkea.

'Ewg mpoopata o Ap. EvBupionov-
Aog Sieteédeoe yoAhkog Zoupfoviog-Tla-
pedpog tov ITadaywyikol IvoTitovtov
g Ieprpeperaxng Atevbivvoewg mpw-
tofabuiag xar Sevtepofabulag ek-

naidevong Kevrpikng Makedoviag.

A6 tov Nogufplo tov 1998 £wg tov
Yenteufpilo ov 2002 Sietéleoe Zuvtovi-
otn¢g Exnmaidevoewg EEwtepikov 010
Ipageio IMaideiag tov T'evikov Ilpo-
Eeveiov g EAAASo¢g 0T0 Z1kayo.

Katd v Siapkela g vanpeoiag
tov oTig¢ H.IT.A., o Ap. EvBuuiomoviog
ovvSlopyavwoe pe v Iepd Emoxomn
J1KAYOV ETIHOPPMOTIKA TEUIVAPLA Y10
TOVG SAOKAAOUE TV KOWVOTIKQOV O)0-
A1V 0€ TOAAEG eVOpieg KAl oXoAela KAl
glye TNV eukalpia va yvoploel €k Tov
oVVEYYULC TIG 1810H0p@Pleg TOV €AAT-
VOQUEPIKAVIKOV EKTTAGEVTIKOV GVOTN-
patog otig H.ITA.

EE’ aAlov o Ap. EvBuuiomoviog
VINPETNOE WG TYXOAKOC ZVuPovAog-
IMapebpog tov Iadaywyikov Ivoti-
tovtov tng Iepupeperakng Atevbuvvong
Sevtepofabuiag exmaidevong twv No-
pav ITEAAag kat HuaBiag (1994-98) kat
¢ YrevOvuvog tov EAANVIKOU Tunipatog
yla tnv amoktnon tov Baccalaureate tov
Evpwmnaikol TyxoAeiov Bpu€eAlmv
(1989-94).

Amo tov MapTtio tov 1981 €wg tov
ToUvio Tov 1982 pe vrotpoPia Tov
Cepuavikov Ivotitovtov Goethe, mapa-
kohovOnoe v @oitnon EAMvev padn-
TV og Fepuavikd oxoAeia g EPLOYNg
Tov MovAayou Kal Katd To XPOVIKO
Staotnua 1978-81 Sieteheoe mpoi-
otapevog Twv I'pagpeinv AtevBivoeng
Agvtepofabuiag Exnaidevong O¢go-
OaAOVIKNC.

0O Ap. EvBuuiomoviog cuvodevetal
amnod v oLQUYO tov ABavacia ITpwiov
EvBvupomoviov.

"Exouv dvo eviilika taidid, 1o éva
ato Ta ostoia {E1 0TO TIKAYO KAl TO AAAO
otn Poun.
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EEcoNnunge npog Kupiov 0 Mntponoditng
Ayiou ®paYKIGKOU AVT®VIOG

ATIOX ®PATKIZKOX — Amefiwoe
avhuepa Xprotovyevva 25 Aekepfpiov
2004, og nAikia 69 et®v 0 Mntpormo-
AM1ng Aylov @paykiokov AVI®VIOg HeTA
amd ovvtoun acBevela. O MntposmoAi-
NG AVIOVIOG OUUPOVA LE 1aTPIKn S1a-
Yvwor tov mepacuévov Noepufpiov eiye
tpooPAnOel amd omavia Hop@r Kapki-
vou yvwoTr] g Berkitt’s lymphoma.

0O Zefaoimtatog Apy1EmioKomog
Apepikng k. Anuntplog, o omoiog eixe
emoke@Oel ToV HakaploTo 1lEpapyn 0To
voooxkopeio tov Sacramento puoAlg dvo
UEPEG TPV, fabid ovyKVNUEVOG avTyy-
YELAE TO YeYOVOg Tov Bavatov kat mpo-
€PN otnv akoiovdn Sniwon:

«XENUEPA, TO E0MEPAG TWV XPLOTOV-
YEVV®YV, £VAG EMPAVETTATOS KAL TTPOO0-
@puréotatog Iepapyng g ExxAnoiag
pag otnv Apepikr, o MntpomoAitng
Ayilov ®paykiokov Avi®viog, eKAN 0N
amno tov Kvpo nuov Incod Xp1otod va
apnoel avtov to eBapTd KOGUO va
ovvavtnoel tov Kbplo kat eivat yia
savta padi Tov ev oknvaig aylov kat
Sikaiwv. H (w1 Tov evecdpkwoe tnv
Sraknpuén tov Amtootolov Iaviov “eav
te {opev, T Kuplw {opev, edv te amo-
Ovnokwpev, 1o Kuplw amobvnokopev”
(Pwp. 14:8)

»Babia OAupévorl amnd tov aipvidio
XWPLopo, mapnyopovueba and tnv
Befardtnta 011 0 TPOOPIANG pag adeA-
@O¢ PBploketal pe tov Oeod, £xovtag
apnoet Tow Tov pia TOAVTIUN KANPO-
VoL TTAT|POVG APOOIWOEWS OTOV Xpl-
010 ka1 otnv ExkkAnoia Tov, éva kata-
JTIANKTIKO ETTIOKOMIKO €pyo, Hia a&lo-
ONUEIWTN €VTOVT] AYAN Yl TOUG AV-
Bpamovg, éva Srakaég mabog yla tnv
OpBodoia kar pia €xSnAn xapd yua
solvdiaotatn Srtakovia. Eipeba efarot
ot topa N Iepd MntpdtoAn tov Ayiov
Dpaykiokov £xet eva uovipo kat a&lo
TPE0PN mTapd T Oe® 0TO TPOTWITO TOV
exSnunoavtog Iepapyn Tng KAl TpooeL-
¥®Opeda eVIOVKS YA TNV AVATAVOT) TNG
PYUYXNG TOV HeTall TV HeyaAwy ayinv
Kal sowevav tne Bprapfevovong Ex-
kAnoliag ev toig Ovpavoig»

H owpog tov pakaplotoy Mntpo-
TIOAITOU Ayiov Ppaykiokov KUpoL Avtm-
viov e1€0n oe Adiko mpookLVNUA TNV
Agvtepa 27 Askepfpiov kat tnv Tpitn
28 Aekeufplov 0TO TAPEKKANO0 TOV
KaBedpkov vaov tov Evayyehiopov. To
eomepag g 28ng Aekeufpiov mpoeEap-
XOVTO¢ TOV XefaocpimTatov Apylemt-
OKOTOV Apepikng K. Anuntpiov kat ma-
povoia MOAAGV eKATOVTIASWY MIOTWV
KAl TV HEAQV TNG OIKOYEVEIQG TOU E-
TAOTAVTOG 1EPAPYOL EPAAT TPLOAY1O.
AxoAloVOnoav oOvVTopeg AAAd OLYKI-
VITIKEG AvapopeEg 0T (w1 KAl To EPYo
Tov MnTpomoAitov Avtwviov. Metafd
TV OLIANT®V TV 0 avTutpoedpog Tov
MntposmoAtrtikoy ZvpfovAiov tng Mn-
TpomOAewg Aylov @paykiokov Oego-
@avng Owovouidng, o mpodedpog Tov
ToTkoL Xuvdeopov KAnpikav m. @eo-
Swpog Dorrance, ot T'evikoi IIpdEevol
™™g EAAaSog kat tng Kumpov Anurtpiog
TovAoUmag kat NikoAaog Oeopavoug,
avtiotoya kat o O@so@iAeotatog Emi-
oxomog OAVumov AvOipog, o omoiog
Bpednke ovuPovAOg KAl APpWYOG OTO
£PYO0 TOU LAKAPLOTOV 1lEPAPYT) TA TEAEV-
taia oktw ¥povia. O MntpomoAitng
TopOVTO K. ZWTNPLOG EKTTPOTHDINOE TOV
Owovpeviko ITatpiapyn k. Bapboo-
paio kat peté@epe v fadia OAiyn tov
16lov kat Tov Iavaywwtatov. O Xefa-
oL TATOG ApYleMioKOTOG ALLEPIKTIC K.

ANUnNTPOC AVEYVOOE GUAAVTINTIPLO
unvoua tov Snudapyov tov Ayiov ®pa-
ykiokov Gavin Newsom kat piAnoe ywa
TOV eKALTTOVTA 1Epapyn tovidovtag OTl
EMPOKELTO YA AvOpwIT0 MOV ANMENMVEE
Slapkwg To unvupa tg ong.

XiAadeg motol katékAvoav and
vopig to pwi Tng Tetaptng 29 Aekep-
Bpiov, tov KaBebpikod Nao tng Avain-
wpewg oto Oakland, dmov mpayuato-
o Onke n €€0dog axorovbia, yia va
ATOTIOOVV TOV VOTATO POPO TIUNC OTOV
MntpomoAitn tovg, o omoiog NynOnke
Yy 25 Xpovia v eAAnvopBodoEnv oTig
entd Sutikeg moliteieg twv Hvouevmv
IToAtte1mv.

O mpaTog TN Tael 1EpApyNg NG
Iepag Emapylakng Tuvvodov, Mntpo-
stoATng Zikayov IakwPog poe€npye g
Apyepatikng Oeiag Aettovpylag fon-
Boluevog VIO MTEVTE KANPIKOV TNG
Mntpomdrewg Ayiov ®paykiokov.

Meta 10 T€h0g NG Ociag Aettovp-
ylag, 0Tig 11:00 JI.1. OXNUATIOTNKE
JOUTTN ATIO TO TAPATTAEVPWE KOWVOTIKO
KEévTpo kal katevBvvOnke otov vao.
IIponyeito TIUNTIKO AYNUA VE®V UE
apadoo1akEg 0TOAEG, 1EpOTAIdEG IE TA
eEamtépuya kar akohovBovoav ot Apyo-
vteg tov OtkovpevikoL Ilatplapyeiov
KA1 EKITPO0KITOL 0PYAVDOEWY KAL 18pv-
UATO®V TNG APYIETIOKOTTG, 0 KANPOC TNG
Tepag Mntpomorewg, Movayoi kat Mo-
VayEg, eKTPOo®IOl AAAWV 0pB0dOEwv
ExxAnowov kat AAA0V XploTIAVIK®OV
Soyuatwv, ot Iepapyeg, ot Stakovor kat
0 ApY1ETIOKOTTOG ANUNTPLIOG O 0TT010G
npoenpyxe g e€odiov akoAovbiac.
Svppeteiyav akoun o MntpomoAitng
TopOVTO TWTNPLOG EKITPOTHITMVTAG TOV
Owovpeviko ITatpiapymn kat ot Mntpo-
smoAiteg Zikayov IakwpPog, Ntevpep
Hoalag, AtAavtag AAE€log, NTitpoit
NwkoAaog kat Mmovévog Aipeg Tapaoiog
kaBag kat ot emtiokosot OAVpTov AvOr-
pog, Tpwdadog XapPag xar Kpateiag
TCepaoipog. [TAE0V TV eKATO KANPIKOV,
Stakovov katl mpeofutepwy epaiiav
TNV VEKPOOIUN akolovdia ouvemikov-
POVUEVOL AIt0 WIKTN ¥opwdia tng Mn-
TpontoAewg. To Aaikd otoryeio tng Iepag
ApY1eMOKONNG AUEPIKTG EKTTPOO® -
mmoav o avtiepoedpog tov Apylem-
oxomikov TupfBovAiov Eppavouni Tda-
xapng kat n mpodedpog tng EOvikng
D onttoyov AdeApotntog 'ewpyla
Yx1a8d. Tnv veolaia mov 10600 7OV
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KATAAOI'OX EKAOTIMON YIIOWH®IQN
AIA GEXIN MHTPOIIOAITOY 1 BOHOOY EIIIZKOIIOY

TupuPaveg tpog to ApBpo 14 Tov Tuvtayuatog g EMnvikng OpBodogou
Apyemokonrg Apepikng kat Tig oxeTikeg Satagelrg twv Kavoviouwv

g EMinvikng OpBodo€ov Apytemokomnrg Apepikng (Zvpufovievtikdg Kat
yvopodotikog porog apoprv e1g Tig Apylepatikeg ExAoyeg) mapatibeviat
KATOTEP® Ta ovopata twv Bonbov Emokonwv (kata mpeofeia xeipotoviag
e1¢ to Emokomko a&lwpa) kat eV kAnpikev (kat aigapntikn oeipd),
TA 07O ATTOTEAOVV TOV TTAPOVTA KATAAOYO TOV EKAOYILWV LIToWn@imv S
0¢o1v MntpomoAitov 1) BonBov Emokomov, avaloya pe my mepintwon.

O mapav KataAoyog exel eykpiel 5e0vTmwg vTd Tov OIKOVUEVIKOV
[Matprapyeiov.

KATAAOT'OX YITOYH®ION
ITPOX APXIEPATETAN KAHPIKQN
¢ lepag Apyremokomrg Apepikng
23 AekepPpiov 2004
(*) Xnpevoavreg

Ozopireotatog Emiokomog EavBou Anurjtpilog
Ozopreotatog Emiokomog Tpwadog Taffag
Ozopireotatog Emiokomog Kpateiag 'epaoipog
Ozopreotatog Emiokomog aociavng Avimviog
IMav. Apxipavdpitng Iyvatiog AmootoAdmovAog
IMav. Apywuavdpitng Tipnobeog Mmakakog

[Mav. Apyipavdpitng Kwvotavtivog Mmepsng (*)
Oo. IIpeoPitepog Kumpravog Mmovpstoitong
IMav. Apyipavdpitng Imavvng A. Kovotavtivov
IMav. Apyuavdpitg Ioakeip Kotomvng

[Mav. Apyipavdpitng Nektaplog Kotpwtoog
IMav. Apyuavdpitg Baoileiog dAimvng

[Mav. Apxipavdpitng Aapaocknvog I'kavag

IMav. Apywuavdpitg Avaotaoiog I'. Tkapaumoa
[Mav. Apxipavdpitng Nwkoraog I'kpagp

IMav. Apyuavdpitg Inavvng XaipomovAog
[Mav. Apxipavdpitng Nikoraog Hughes

IMav. Apywuavdpitng Anuntplog Kavtdaferog
[Mav. ApxipavSpitng A. T'afpni Kapapsmng
IMav. Apywuavdpitng AAEEavSpog Kide

[Mav. Apyipavdpitng @paykoving KipAaykitng (*)
IMav. Apytuavdpitng Aovkag Kotlapmaoakng
IMav. Apxipavdpitng Kovotavtivog Kmotapng (*)
IMav. Apywuavdpitng Kbpihhog Loeb

[Mav. Apyipavdpitng I'epaoipog Maxprig

IMav. Apyuavdpitng Etavpo@opog Mapang
Mav. Apyuavdpitg Kovotavtivog Mepowvag
IMav. Apyuavdpitg Kovotavtivog Mwpaing
[Mav. Apyipavdpitng Maxdapiog Nidkapog

IMav. Apywuavdpitng Tewpylog Nikag

[Mav. Apxipavdpitng Evyéviog ITamayiavvakog
IMav. Apywuavdpitng Baoilelog ITevtepidng
[Mav. Apyipavdpitng Sepagpeip [TovAog

IMav. Apyuavdpitng IToAUkapitog Pauéag

[Mav. Apyipavdpitng I'epaopog Paoowag (*)
IMav. Apyuavdpitg Nektdapilog Zéppeg

[Mav. Apxipavdpitng Xefaoctiavog XkopSariog
IMav. Apyuavdpimg Ioavvng Tpapng

TXOANA OYETIKA [LE O10VOTTTOTE EK TWV LITOWPNPIOV TOV KATAAOYOU TIPETEL VA
ATOOTAAOVYV YPATTTOE Kal e v onpeiwo “STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL”
ot Sievbuvon:

CONSULTATION COMMITTEE
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
8 East 79 Street
New York, NY 10021

Ta oyoha mpémer va mapain@Botv oxt apydtepa amo tig 7 Pefpovapiov 2005.

Ex tov I'pageiov tov Tefaoutatatov ApYLemiokomov AUEPIKNG
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Enctpeye ot Konn
n"BAntion” tou El Greco

Tnv moAvtédela va Srabetel toug
800 amod Tovg oUVOAIKA EEL TTivakeg TOv
Aopnvikov ®e0ToKOTOVAOV MOV VITAP-
xouv og 0An v EAAGSa €xel to Hpa-
KkAg0, kabwg otn Adtda (Snuapyeio)
¢prtace “H Bamtion tov Xplotov”, mov
anoktnOnke oe dnuompacia Tov oikov
Christie’s otig apyég tov mepaopuevov
Aekepfpiov. H aopairng cvokevaoia
TOV Jivaka avoiytnke, mapovoia Tov
Snuapyov T'avvn Kovpdkn kat toAAov
OMUOTIKGOV TApaAyOVT®Y, T0V Sev €Kpu-
fav Tnv 1kavomoinomn Tovg yla tov
KETAVATATPIOUO» TOV €PYOV TOV Aopur-
VKOV @E0TOKOTOVAOV.

O mivakag yla eva pikpo Staotnua
Kat yla evvontovg Adyovg Oa gpuiayBOet
0€ AOPAAEG KAL LUOTIKO OTUELD, EVD OTN
ovveyela Ba extebel yia va tov Sovv amo
KOvTA ot HpakAe1wteg KAt 01 EMOKENTEG
NG TOANG. Aev amokAgieTal paAoTa va
ektefel mapAAANAa e to AAAo £pyo TOv
ueyaiov 'EAAnva {wypagov, mov Ppi-
OKETAL 070 10TOPIKO povoeio HpakAegiov.
Ta 1o Adyo avtod, 1 SnuoTikt apyn
Bpioketal og ovvevvonon pe 1o Siev-
Buvtn tov povoeiov, AAEEN Kalo-
KALPvo.

Emiong, o dnuapyog édwoe eVToAT
0710 dnuotikd ovpPovio 'avvn Zepme-
t018ak™ va Siepevvnoel T Suvatotnta
TNG ATTO KO1VO €KBEOC OAWV TWV EPYROV
TOV AOUTVIKOU @E0TOKOTOVAOV TTOV
Bpiokovtat otnv EAAGSa, 1 €kBeon e
avtr) va &ekwvnoetl and to HpdakAeto.
O mivakag K0OoTIoe CLVOAKA 0TO ATjHo

HpaxAeiov (ovpumepiiapfavopévay kat
TV A0PAMO TPV KAl TwV e£08wV peta-
®opAg) 1.162.000 eVPK. ZVUP@VA HLAAL-
ota pue v kabnyntpla Iotopiag tng
Bulavtivrig Texvng tov Ilavemotnuiov
Beooaiag, Mapia BaotAakn, o mivakag
710V aEKTNoE 0 Anpog HpakAgiov eivat
UEPOC TPLITTLYOVL €PYOU, TTOV O HEYAAOC
Kpntikog (oypapog oAoKATpwoe ava-
ueca 0to 1560 Kat 1570, mepiodo katd
v omoia Bprokotav otnv Itaiia. H ida
Voo TNPidel 6T1 10 SeVTEPO PHEPOG AVTOV
Tov €pyov Bpioketar oto Ilavemotruo
tov TopovTo, eved katafaiAovtal Tpoo-
naBeleg va evromiobel kal to Tpito.
O x. Kovpaxkng dnAwoe 0T1 0 mivakag
npbe oto HpaxAielo, apov Srtacpa-
MoTtnke anmo ke dmoyn n yvnootnta
OV, EV® TTAPAAANAA evxapioTnoe OAa
ta peAn g Emtponng Aekdiknong,
JOV NTAV HAAOTA TAPOVTA, AAAA Kal
0OAOLC 0001 CLVERAAAY 0TI CUYKEVTPWOT)
TOV 7To00V, £181kOTEPpA 8 TO {eyog
Be6dwpov kat T'avvag AyyehomovAov,
yla Tn HEYAAN MPOT@POPA TOVG, MOV
£PTA0E 0TA 700.000 upw. IIpoo@opa
ywa v ortoia Ba tiunBovv asod to Anuo
HpakAelov o 181k teAeT).

NEA YOPKH - AOHNA

KAT’ EYOEIAN NTHZEIZ XQPIZ ZTAOMO
KAI ME KANONIKA APOMOAOTIA

| AITAH AIAAPOMH |

—| MET’EMIZTPO®HZ |
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ASTORIA OFFICE
34-10 Broadway, Astoria, NY 11106
(718) 932-7800 m 1-800-321-1199

H mpoopopd 1oxuel
amrdé 1 NoepBpiou Ewg 16 Aekepppiou 2004 Kai
and 27 Aekepppiou 2004 €wg 31 MapTiou 2005

THAEOQNEIZTE MAZ KAITIA AAAEL EIAIKEZ MPOXOOPEL o YIAPXOYN MNEPIOPIZMOI

Ta sioITipla npénel va ayopacTolv péxpi kai Tig 15 NogpBpiou kai 7 npEPEG TPIV TNV avaxwpnon
$30.00 emmmAéov emBdapuvon yia 6ooug Ta§idevouv Mapaokeun, Zapparto | Kupiakn
$25 emmAgov emBAapuvon Kauoipwy yia kade diadpopn

TO I'PA®EIO THZ ZTA@EPOTHTAZ

BROOKLYN OFFICE
8125 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 680-9200 m 1-800-445-8550

RVER 2004

i
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ayannoe o MntpomoAitng Avimviog,
EKIIPOOMINOTE TO TTOAVUEAEG TIUNTIKO
aynua pe mapadooiakég evévuaoieg
EVM VEOL KAl VEEG e evivuuaoieg Tng
Kpntng otdbnkav og Tiuntikn ¢povpd
TAPATAEVPWE TNG 00pov Tov Mntpo-
soAitn Avtwviov kab’ oAnv t Siapkela
g akoAovbiag.

Metd 1o mepag tng akolovbiag o .
Ioavvng Mmakag, 1epatik®g mpoiotd-
uevog tov Kabedpikov Naov tng Ayiag
Yopiag 0to Aog Avtleleg kat 0 7t ETV-
Aavog Kuplakov, 1epatik®g mpoiota-
uevog tov KaBeSpikov Naov tov Evay-
yeAlopov otov Aylo ®paykioko piAnoav
yua 0 (o1 KAl To £€pY0 TOL EKAUTOVTOG
MntpostoAiTn Tovg. VANV T PLA ATt -
vOvvav o emiokomog John C. Wester,
EKMPOOWIOC TOV POUATOKABOAIKOD
Apylemokomov tov Ay. Ppaykiokov
William Levada kat o emokomeAlavog
emiokomog tng moAng William Swing.
SUYKIVITIKT] NTAV KAl 1] ava@opa tov
B¢eo@. Emoxomov OAdpmov AvBipov o
omoiog SnAwoe Ot Ba exTAnpwoeL TNV
emmBupia Tov ekATTOVTOC va TotoeTn-
Bel 010 PEPETPO TOV Alyo XWUA TTOV
ekelvog eixe @épel amo v Waitepn
statpida tov v Kpntn. O ekmpoowmog
tov Owovpevikov ITatpiapyov Mntpo-
soAiTng TopOvTo TwTNPlog LETEPEPE TIG
OVAAVTINTIPLEG evxEg Tov TTavaylwtda-
TOV KAl LOIPACTNKE UE TO EKKANTlaoua
UVTILEG KAl OKEWELS V1A TO EKALTTOVTA
lEepapyn.

0O Zefaoimtatog ApylEmioKomog
ApEPIKTC K. ANUNTPLOG EKPAOVIOE TOV
emknde10 AOyo katd Tov ooio eEeppa-
oe TNV evyvopoovvn tng ExkAnoiag
PO OAOVE OOOLE CLUTAPATTAONKAV
0TovV MNTpOToAiTn AVT®OVIO TIG TEAEV-
taieg efdouddeg kar nuepeg g (wng
TOV, TOVUG AATKOUG KAl KANPIKOVE, TOVG
1ATPOUG KAl TO AOLITO VOOT)AEVTIKO TIPO-
ow7iko Tov Noookopeiov Tov Zakpape-
VTO.

O ApYlEMIOKOTTOC ANUNTPIOG OTA-
Onke oe TPEIG MTLYEG TNG KANPOVOLLAG
OV APNVEL MO® TOV 0 MNTPOTOALITNG
AVIQOV10G, U1 KANPOVOULA TTIOTEMS WG
Snuiovpyikn dvvaun otkodoung kat
omopdg (Iepep. 1:9-10), pia KA POVOUIA
motewg wg ehevbepiag, anmeAevBepmwang
kar aveEaptnoiag (FaAat. 5:13) kot pa
KAnpovould mioteng wg xapa (wng.
(Iwav. 16:11)

3TN OUVEYXELA OXNUATIOTNKE pia
EVIVTTWOLAKT AUTOKIVITOTOUTTN, T
ool ovVVodeld LOTOOVKAETIOT®V NG
A0 TLVOUIAG TTIOV CTAUATOVOAV TNV KU-
KAOQOpia T®V AOUT®OV oxnuat®wv kab’
OoAn ) Stapkera g Stadpoung, odryynoe
oto EAAnvopB068o&o Kotuntnplo tov
Aylov ®paykiokov, otnv Colma, omov
TPAYUATOMOINONKE 0 eVTAPLAOUOC.
SOppova pe v embupia Tov paka-
PLOTOL 1EpApYT N OWPOg Tov Ba evia-
praoBel povipwg oto xwpo tov Opbo-
60&ov Tuvedprakoy Kévipov tov Ayiov
NikoAdov kat tng Movng g Zowoddyov
IInyng mov Bploketal otovg mpomodeg
Towv Pouvav tng Nefadag pohg avtd
kataotel Suvarto.

O exAutov amoleimel Tig adeA@eg
tov EAévn Kovidpn kat XpuoovAa Avim-
vomovAov, Tnv vuen tov I'avovia
TCepylavakn, Smdeka aviyia kat aviyieg
KOl T1G O1IKOYEVELEG TOVG,.

O MntpomoAitng Avimviog eve-
BpovioOn wg 0 TPHOTOG EMOKOIOG TNG
veoudpiBeioag tote Emoxkomnrng Ayiov
®paykiokov otig7 Iovviov 1979. Yanpe-

IANOYAPIOZ 2005

™Toe w¢ Emlokomog kat apyotepa wg
MntpomoAitng Ayiov ®paykiokov TAEoV
TOV 25 ETOV £XOVTAG TNV JTIVELUATIKN
emonteia Twv SuTik®V oAteiwv g Ka-
Apopviag, Apilovag, Nefadag, Opeyxov,
Ovaowvyxktov, AAdokag kot Xapang.

O pakaplotog MntpomoAitng Avim-
viog yevvrOnke otig 2 MapTtiov 1935 0TO
Xop1o Avyevikn tng Kpnng, to tpito
tadl petald twv €€ g owkoyeveiag
TOV, KAl HEYAAWOE HETA O0TA SVOKOAA
xpovia tng Nadiotikng katoyng. Egoi-
oe otnv ExkAnotlaotikn ZyxoAn Xaviov
Kpnjtng kat ot ovveyxela eveypagn otnv
S1e0vmg ovopaotr) OgoAoyikT TYoAN NG
XAAKNG Ao OOV KAl ATEPOITNOE TO
1960. EyxeipotovnOn Siakovog otig 27
TovAiov 1958, ka1 mpeofutepog 0TIg 29
Yemteufpiov 1960.

Metd v e1g mpecPitepov Xe1po-
tovia tov 1)pBe otig Hvwpéveg IToAteieg
UE OKOTO VA OLVEXIOEL TIG GTTOVOEG TOV
ka1 va vanpetnoet v ExkkAnoia oty
xopa avtn. Evoow vanpetovoe wg
EPNUEPIOC ATTEKTNOE TO TLY10 Masters
of Divinity asto to ITavemotruo Yale
Kal akohovOnoe Sidaktopikeég omovdeg
010 Topéa tng Zuvyypovng ExkAnolwa
otkng Iotopiag oto [Mavemotnuio tov
F1kdAyov, kal 010 Topéa Pwooikng kat
BaAkavikng Iotopiag oto [Tavemotnuo
tov Oviokovowv. To 1974, Sopiotnke
npoiotapevog otov Iepo KabeSpikd Nad
Tov Ayiov 'ewpyiov oto MovipeaA tov
Kavadd omov kot mapépeve ey pt tnv
€1¢ eMOKOTMOV EKAOYT) TOU 0TI¢ 21 Maiou
1978. Qg TitovAdpiog Emtiokomog Apuo-
ooU vnpétnoe tnv oydon apylemt-
OKOTIIKT) TeP1PpEpera Tov NTevep uéypt
™mv ekAoyn tov w¢ Emiokomog Ayiov
dpaykiokov 1o 1979.

Katd tnv Sdipkera g mopavtopiog
otnv MntpomoAn tov Ayiov ®paykiokov
SnulovPYNOE UlA KATATTANKTIKY €&~
KTAOT 810KOVI®MV KAl TIPOYPAUUAT®V
kabotovtag v mepiodo amapaiAing
{wTIKOTNTOGg KAl avavemong. Kata tnv
Sapkela g Onteiag Tov avtng dnut-
ovpynonoav meplocotepeg amd eikool
VEEG EVOPLEC KAL LEPATTOCTOAIKEG KOIVO-
™mteg kabwg kat tpelg MovaoTikeg
kowotnteg. Ynnpée o 16putng tov Opbo-
80&ov Zvvedprakoy Kevtpou tou Ayiov
NikoAdov ogtovg mpomodeg Twv fouvvav
g Nefadag kabwg kat n kivntnpla
Svvaun ywa tnv avolkodounon tov
Movaotnplov g Znodoyov IInyng oto
XWPO TOL WG AV® KEVTPOUL.

O MntposoAitng Ayiov ®paykiokov
Avtoviog xabiepwoe tov Beouod Tov
Etrjolov ®eotifal [lapadooiakwv Xo-
pwVv g Mntpomoiewg tov Ayiov ®pa-
ykiokov, yvwotd wg FDF, Snuovpyo-
VTag £T01 0€ MAYKOOUo eminmedo tnv
ONUAVTIKOTEPT Tapovoia avBevTikol
EAANV1KOU X0poU, LOVOIKNG KAl Tapa-
Sootakng evovpatoloyiag. Madi pe tnv
Mntpomolitikn P1AOTTOY0 ASeAPOTNTA
Snuiovpynoe to amobepatikd taueio
“Bishop Anthony Student Aid Endow-
ment Fund,” éva Tapeio Ynotpopiov yia
POLTNTEG TTPOEPYOUEVOLG atd TNV Mn-
TPOITOAT 01 0710101 POITOVYV 0T0 EAANVIKO
KoAAéy1o kat otnv @goloykn ZyoAr Tov
Tipiov EZtavpov, oto Brookline tng
Maooayovoetng. O ekAmwv Iepapyng
v p&e pélog g Iepag Emapylakng
Yuvodov tng Iepag Apylemokomnng
Apepikng. Yanpé&e emiong mnyn eu-
TIVELOEWC Y1 AUETPNTES XIAASEG, OX1
uovo EAANvopBodoEwv motaov aAla kat
Y1a TTOAAEG OPNOKEVTIKEG KA TTOATIKEG
TPOOWITIKOTNTEG 01 0TT0lEG AVEY VRO PL{AV
0TO TPOTWITO TOV EVA LEYAAO NYETT KA
gvav aAndwo avBpwro miotewg.
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Eoprin Ayiov Baoikeiov xai Néov "Eroug

1" lavovapiov 2005

[Tpds tols Zefaomiwtdrovs kai Ocopideordrovs Apxiepeis, TOUG
EoAafeotdrovs Tepeic xai Ataxdvoug, Tovs Movaxots kai Movaxég, Tolg
[Tpoédpoug kai Méin tdv Kowotikdv Zvpfoviinv, td Huepnowa xai Amoysvpa-
Tvd XxoAgia, Tic Draomtdxovs ASedpdtnteg, T1iv Neoraia, Tic EAMnvopOdSoeg
Opyavidoeis kai 0AGxAnpo 16 Xprotendvupov minpwua tig Tepdc Apxiemokoniig
Apeprkiig.

l'Ipooqnleu; pov Xpumavoi

Tnv npwrn nuspa éxdotov Néov "Erouvg, Tipotue, wg “EAdnveg OpGoc‘Soﬁm
morot, v {wn kai Ty kAnpovouid tod Ayiov Baoideiov tod Meydiov, £vdg
Kopvaiov oikovpevikod Tepdpxov kai Aibaoxdiov i 'ExkAnoiag pag, tod
omoiov 1 Extaxtn Sidvola kal wvevpatikdTnta Adumovy véplaunpa Emi aidveg.
Ynpepa, ipotpe 16v Ayio Baoireio iSratépws yid thy ovvexit mpooniwoh Tov
oThY dvdrtvEn iSpupdTwy mapoxiic povtidos Gmws OpPavoTpopeiwy Kai
voookopueiwy, kai yid Thv d@ooiwon Tov 0Ty mpoondbeia TVEVUATIKAG Kai
owparikig Uyeiag GAwv TV dvOpdmtwy 1ol g1xav avdykn.

Avaroyrlopevor adth Ty onpavtikdtatn kKAnpovouid Thy omoia ErdRape wg
“Eadnves OpHédo&or Xpiotiavoi, d€iCer vd Eexivioovue 16v Néo Xpdvo
okenTOPEVOL TAV mordTnta Kai 16 medio Spaotnprotntwy TV SikDY Uag
‘EAdnvopBodSEwv idpupdrwy mapoxiig ppovtidog puéoa oty ApxiemoKonh pag.
“Eva dm’ attd 1d i6plpata sivar n Akadnpia tod Ayiov Baoideiov 016 Garrison
titig Néag Yoprng, 11 6moia Erafe T6 Svopa avtd ws dmddoon PSpov Tuiis oTév
Méya Baoilero. Eni mevivta xai mAéov xpdvia, n Akadnpia 1ol Ayiov Baoideiov
poo@éper 0téyn o€ mardid kai véoug dvBpdmous dnd 6An thv Apepuki, moAdol
£K TV OToiwY TTPOEPx0VTaL TS TPORIMUATIKES OIKOYEVEIAKES KATAOTAOEIS Kal
&xovv dvdykn amd €va mepifdrrov Oarmwpiis, Eva mepifdiiov 6mov 6d pmopotv
vd yvwpiocovv ThY gipnvn kai Ty dydnn ot Tnoot Xp1otod.

Ytic nuépeg pag, EkTog and 16 vd amoteAft €otia yid nadid ué dvdykeg, n
Axadnpia Ayiov Baoideiov éxer dkdun Evav EEloov onpavtikd pdro: xpnoipever
kai wg Srotknticds xpog Tod véov Apxtemoromrot Kévipov Oikoyevelaxiic
[Tpbvorag. Avté 16 Kévipo, 16 Omoio doxoreitar ué 16 iepd Epyo g Siakoviag
TV TOKIAWY dvaykdv Tdv ’Ek)mvopeoéo‘g'wv oikoyeveldv dvd Thy ’Auspmn Od
Kamlaﬁet eﬁsxovoa Oéon a avausoa oTic £0vikég 6za1<owag pag avtd 16 Néo "Frog,
2005, 16 6moio sxovus OplOSl wg "Erog Oikoyeveiag. "Eron, Kaewg smkvavovus
TV onpaoctia Tiig oikoyeveiag ws eDAOYnuévou Swpov 1ol Beod, 1t dTTOOTOM THG
Axadnpiag Ayiov Baoideiov pdg wbei vd oxepBolpe th omovdaérna v marSidv
wg TOAVTIMWY ueAdv T@V oikoyeveidv uag. Eivar dipifds avtog 0 Adyog yid Tov
omoio n Akadnuia drwotelel iepd 18pupa mapoxing ppovtidog xkai e1var avrd&ia tod
ovéuatds Tng.

Kdbe xpdvo avthn thv nuépa 6dnyovueba and thv "EOvikn ®iddmrwxo
Aberpdtnta Kupidv kai 1d moAdd tomkd mapapthpata ot ovykKEVIpWon
xpnpdtwv yid Ty Cwtikn avth Siakovia dydnng. Avth 1 mpoomdOeia ovvexiCel
vd dmoteAft tepdotia wnyn otnpifews yid thy Axadnuia. "Eror, kaBdg Eexivolpe
™ Néa Xpovid, kai xabug porpdlovue koppdria 1iig mapadooaxiig Bacirdmrrag
0Td péin TV KowotThtwy Kai oikoyeveidv uag, ds Bvunboiue iSartépwg iy
Svtwg EEoxn Srakovia ppovtidog, idosws kai eiprvng ol mpoopépet n Akadnuia
Ayiov Baoideiov. Ag Buunboipe, Emiong, xkai dg émawvéoovpe 16 ovvexilouevo
KaAd Epyo tol evovverdntov kAipov, Tod mpoowmkod Kai TV 0elovidv mov
gmBAémovy Th onpavtikn Asitovpyia tic Axadnuiag. Ot eiopopés oag Od
Ronbricovv mpdyuatt ot épyo titg Axadnpiag xai Od pépovv v dydnn xai
@povtida 1od Tnoot Xpiotod otic (wés Ty TOALDY Tardiddv mov avripetwmilovy
oofapéc avdykeg.

Hpooséxouat 70 (pd)g Tiig dydmng kai eipnvng Tod Ocol vd Adumn otin {wn
oag Kai Ortg omoysvszsg 0ag okoxknpo 16 Néo Xpdvo, kai iStartépws otd mardid
TV KOWOTATWY Kai oikoyeveldv oag, kai otd maidid Ing AxacSnpuag 0D Aylov
Baowreiov. Eife 16 Néo Etog, 2008, vd etvar rog svnusplag yla Oia td 1spa
i8ptpara mapoxiig ppovtidog Tiig Apxiemokoniic pas, kai eibe vd eivar £tog vyeiag
Kai dydnng yid 6Aeg Tic oikoyéveies Tod EBvoug kai Tod KSouov puag.
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Anokaauntpio avepIavTo Tou O£08wPou,
npwTou EAANVE othv AuEPIKAVIKNA HNEIPO

KATIAPTOYOTEP (®AO-
p18a). — Ze kAipa e0vikng
e€apong kat mepneaviag
gywvav to Zappato 8 Ia-
vovapiov, otnv mapaiia
tov KAlapyovotep, ta
QAITOKAALIITI|PLIA TOV AV-
Spravta tov Bed6Swpov
Tkpieyko (N kat aAlovg
Awp06Beog), mov Bewpeitat
o npwtog 'EAANvag mov
£@Oaoe 0TI AKTEG TN
Svtikng ®AOp1dag, tov
Ampilio tov 1528. Znv
OelVT] TEAETN KAl pe TNV
mapovoia mAnBovg EA-
ANVOAUEPIKAVQOV TTOV K-
ToKOLV 0TV PAOp1da ai-
AQ KAl EMOKEMTOV ATO
AaAleg molteieg ot emi- |
OTMUOl OMIANTEG avapEp-
Bnxav otnv 10topia aAAd
KAl OTNV ONUePVT] TTpa-
YHATIKOTNTA KAL TOV pOAO [
g Opoyévelag. 2tnv [
TEAETN TV ATTOKAALITTN-
plwVv apéotnoav o mpe-
oPng tg EAAASog oTig
HIIA . Tewpylog Zap-
Baidng, o Snuapxog Tng
7toAng tov KAlapyovotep
K. ®pavk Xiumapvt, 0 opoomoviiakog
BovAgvtng k. MaikA MmAlpaxng, o
npoedpog tng IaveAAnviag Opoomov-
Silag ®AOp18ag k. MixaAng XepPog, o
npoedpog tov EOvikov TvuPfoviiov k.
Be00wpog TTuPOTOVA0G, 0 TPOESPOG
tov XAE Apepikng k. Xpnotog Topapag,
eKMPOOWIOL TV EvomAwv Avvapewv
g EAAGSag pe emikepaing tov Ta&lap-

.

ETA PRESS
¥0 K. Xpnoto MiAiton, kal stoAAol ek-
TPOOMITOL OLOCTIOVIGV.

O x. ZapPaidng tovioe 6T N @Lro-
TEYVNOT TOU AYAAUATOG eUTEPIEYEL
oxvpAd oUUPoAkA unvipata kal e&e-
PPACE TA CLYXAPNTNPLA TOV TPOG TOV
Swpntn Tov aydipartog k. MiyxdAn
YépPo. AkolovOnoe katabeon otepd-
VOV €K HEPOVC TV emonuwy. — D.I1.

EIAIKEZ MPOZPOPEZ
THZ OAYMNIAKHZZ
NrMA EAAAAA

NEW YORK ATHENS/THESSALONIKI
MeT’ eTTIoTPOPNG

-388..

Ané NEA YOPKH yia ABrjva j ©sooalovikn
MNa 1a&id1 mou apyilel 28 OKTQBPIOY £éwg 16 AEKEMBPIOY 2004
kai 27 AEKEMBPIOY 2004 éwg 31 MAPTIOY 2005

o Mnopeite va peivete oy natpida and pua Kuplakr, eng 1 iva
o e $120 netdte o onodrimote onpeio evidg EANGd0q

% 30 doAdpia emriAov yia avaywpnoelg Mapaokeury/ZagBaro /Kupiakn
O1 popol agpodpoplinwv Kal uTrepagia Kauaipwy eival emmAéov
loxUouv Trepiopiopoi

l'a nepioodTepes mAnpo@opicg anotabeite
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Saint Michael the Archangel
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His Eminence Metropolitan
Alexios of Atlanta

February 26, 2005
FULFILLING THE VISION

Building a House of Worship For the Glory of God and His People |

w Architectural, iconographic, cultural and spiritual elements
are being incorporated from many sacred and holy

Greek Orthodox Shrines of the World
Research by THE ICON FUND

Russia,
Balkans
and beyond

TLIFL Constantinople

ﬂﬂ.'.".-'%lm

Mandamados,
Lesvos

Symi

Eli
Shrine coj

py from Taxiarchis
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LIVING DECEASED

New church edifice proposed for Lecanto, demgned by CJK Designs
St. Michael’s is located at 4705 W. Gulf-to-Lake Hwy [S.R. 44 West], Lecanto, Florida,
Approximately 1 mile west of the S.R. 44 / C.R. 491 intersection.

Mail names and
Gift of Love To:

Saint Michael the Archangel
Greek Orthodox Church
P.O. Box 241

e i Inverness, FL 34451-0241
- orCall:
Campaign Chairman:
Mr. George Kanaris (352) 382-0822
Council President:
Dr. George Mavros (352) 382-3180

or Email: president@stmichaelgoc.org

St. Michael’s is a not-for-profit organization under IRS rule 501(3)(c).
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PEOPLE.

» Tenet Awarded

President Bush
4| recently bestowed the
] nation’s highest civilian
ﬁ honor on former Di-

rector of Central Intel-
ligence George Tenet,
the Presidential Medal
of Freedom at a White
House ceremony. Tenet served as direc-
tor of central intelligence from 1997 until
he resigned last summer.

» Publishes Article

Demetria Kaliades DeLia, Ph.D.,
of New Jersey., recently published an
article titled “The Achilles Complex” in
the professional journal The Psychoana-
lytic Review. The study was based on her
doctoral dissertation completed at New
York University. A classics scholar, she
has a special interest in the psychological
interpretation of Greek myths. She is a
practicing psychoanalyst in Westfield and
Newfoundland, N.J.

» Eagle Scouts

Alex Fonti, 16, of Boy Scout Troop
149, recently was honored at a special
Eagle Scout ceremony in Redwood City,
Calif. Fr. Constantine Efstathiu was one of
the presenters at the ceremony where he
read a congratulatory letter from Archbish-
op Demetrios. To earn Scouting’s highest
award, Alex had to serve as a leader in his
troop, be an active participant and complete
a major community service project. Alex has
been a member of Troop 149, chartered to
the Sequoia Kiwanis Club, for five years.
His leadership for the troop included patrol
leader and scribe. He has earned a total of
31 Merit Badges while a Boy Scout. He also
earned the St. George and Chi-Rho Eastern
Orthodox Religious Awards.

» Cypriot honor

The New Jersey-based Cypriot Ameri-
can Association recently honored its past
president, Evris Kontos at a dinner dance
in Garfield, N.J. Over the years he has been
a tireless organizer and supporter of nu-
merous endeavors of the Greek American
community and an advocate for Cyprus
freedom. He also is a founding member
of PanCyprian, a member of the Cyprus
Federation of America and other organi-
zations. Mr. Kontos is an Archon of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

» Helps Children’s Fund

A 13 year-old girl from River Vale, N.J.,
Elena Thomopoulos, has raised $1,000
on behalf of the Greek Children’s Fund
(GCF). While other teenagers were away
for Labor Day weekend, Elena celebrated
her 13th birthday a few months early
by organizing a pool party for 37 of her
friends. She asked everyone attending her
party to make a donation to the Greek
Children’s Fund instead of giving her a
birthday present. Elena’s donation will pay
for a pediatric cancer patient from Greece
or Cyprus to stay at the Ronald McDonald
House in New York City with his/her family
for one month.

» Metos Honored

Hellenic Cultural Association of Salt
Lake City, recently honored Chris S.
Metos for his 18 years of service to the
cultural organization, of which he is a
founder and past president.

» Author Visits

Award-winning children’s book au-
thor Eric Metaxas, recently visited Annun-
ciation Church in NY, where he did a read-
ing and signed his popular book, Squanto
and the Miracle of Thanksgiving.
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St. Luke’s Is Just What the Doctor Ordered

BROOMALL, Pa. — The commu-
nity of St. Luke Church epitomizes the
teaching in James 1:22 to “be doers of
the word, and not hearers only.”

The large parish in this suburb
west of Philadelphia practices what
is preached through its programs that
feed and clothe the needy and hungry,
and minister to widows and the sick.

“This parish is spirit-filled in out-
reach,” said Fr. Christ Kontos, pastor at
St. Luke’s since 2000. “That’s a glorious
thing.”

One of the parish organizations
through which this is accomplished is
“For Those in Need.” It has raised “tens
of thousands of dollars” to help needy
families both in the parish and out in

PARISH profile

Name: St. Luke

Greek Orthodox Church
Location: Broomall, Pa.
Metropolis: New Jersey

Size: about 700 families
Founded: 1960

Clergy:

Rev. Chris Kontos

(Holy Cross '91)

Web site:

www.st-luke.org

E-mail:

FatherCK@aol.com
Noteworthy:

Characteristics include a spirit of
volunteerism and an emphasis
on the youth

the greater community. One hundred
percent of donations to the FTIN, as
it’s called, go to the needy, Fr. Kontos
explained.

Another is the “Giving Tree” pro-
gram. This past year, parishioners pur-
chased more than 500 gifts that were
wrapped for children of impoverished
families. “It’s a beautiful thing that just
exploded these last few years,” Fr.
Kontos said.

Other organizations
do their part, too

The Philoptochos provides sup-
port to a local women’s shelter and,
at Thanksgiving along with other
volunteers from the parish, prepares
hundreds of turkey dinners and bakes
fresh apple pies. On a monthly basis,
they prepare “gallons and gallons of
soup” for needy families, the priest
explained.

Youth of the parish also become
involved in several outreach programs,
including making pizzas, subs, sand-
wiches and desserts for the needy in
the local area.

At the parish level, special minis-
tries include the Philia Club that offers
opportunities for older unmarried pa-
rishioners and widows and widowers
to meet socially and have fellowship.

Fr. Kontos holds a Bible study
every other week, dubbed a “Power
Lunch” for spiritual and physical nour-
ishment. Participants meet for an hour
and a half for lunch and to study the
Word of God.

Another organization, for inter-
church couples, offers a setting for
discussions of issues, struggles and
blessings in such marriages, the priest
said.

Over the past few years, adult

retreats with guest speakers have taken
place during Lent. Noted Orthodox author
Frederica Matthewes Greene took part in
last year’s retreat. Fr. Charles Joannides
will speak at the retreat to be held this
March.

Fr. Kontos said the core of his ministry
is to serve the many young families in the
parish and large number of children.

Huge youth emphasis

Sunday school has an enrollment of
380 from pre-school through high school
age, with 27 teachers. The program is fully
funded by the parish, but the school also
has fund-raising activities.

There is a monthly playgroup for very
young children and their mothers directed
by Presbytera Michele.

The group established a Women’s
Auxiliary in 1960. Its main purpose
was to hold functions and raise funds
for the building program. The pres-
ent site was purchased in 1962 and
groundbreaking ceremonies took
place in December of that year with
Archbishop Iakovos officiating. The
Women’s Auxiliary has since become
the Philoptochos/Women’s Auxiliary
and continues to function.

From its ranks in recent years has
emerged the dynamic current National
President of Philoptochos, Georgia
Skeadas. Her husband, Chris, is a mem-
ber of the Archdiocesan Council.

Also in 1962, a Greek school also
was established that year under the

MICHAEL DUFF

ST. LUKE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Older children participate in the JOY,
HOPE and GOYA organizations. There is a
boys basketball team that for many years
has brought home the league champion-
ship for the New Jersey Metropolis, and
also a girls’ basketball team.

Forty-five altar boys serve on alternate
Sundays.

Many children par-
church’s two dance _a
troupes that E
perform at many
area festivals and
other functions.

Every two
years, a dozen or |
more teens and
adult chaper-
ones participate I
in the Project
Mexico ministry

ticipate in the

direction of Marcella Theodos. Forty
students enrolled and the first classes
took place at Trinity Lutheran Church
in nearby Havertown.

Construction of the new church
was completed in September 1963.
Fr. George D. Gregory became the
community’s first, and longest-serving,
priest. He retired in June 1993 after 30
years’ service. “He was a pillar of the

church,” Fr. Kon-

» tos, only the

I third priest

to serve

the com-

munity, said

{i of Fr. Gregory.

“His spirit
continues

live

BROOMALL
o/
r through the

of SCOBA, and

many youth attend

the annual Vacation Bible School at the
parish in summer.

St. Luke parish annually provides
several scholarships to graduating seniors,
including its own Pakuris Scholarship, for
$2,000, which is awarded to a seminar-
ian or, if no student from the community
attends Holy Cross, is given to another
worthy graduate.

There is a Greek school with 75
students and two weekday evening adult
Greek classes; one for conversational
Greek and the other for more advanced
students.

The beginnings
According to a parish history, in the
mid-1950s, several members of St. George
Cathedral in Philadelphia living in the
Broomall area felt there was a need for
a suburban church to serve two counties
west of the city.

good works of
the people. He set
the tone for what we do today.”

For most of the '90s, Fr. Steven
Theophilos served the parish.

On Sept. 22, 1963, the Thyranixia
(Opening of the Doors) took place with
Dr. and Mrs. Louis Alikakos as godpar-
ents. Because he was a physician, Dr.
Alikakos named the church in honor
of St. Luke the Apostle. Another physi-
cian and his wife, Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas
Padis, earned the honor of opening the
church doors.

Doctors are still present in the
community, including Dr. Cary Lim-
berakis, who became an Archon in
2004. Another prominent doctor,
Anthony Limberakis, is a supporting
member, though he also attends the
church in Valley Forge.
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My celebration of a Sunday Liturgy
last summer in the Memphis Annunciation
Church, surrounded by 36 of my former
altar boys, from ages 22 to 62, was one
of the most beautiful days of my 56 years
in the priesthood. The pastor of the An-
nunciation Church, Fr. Paul Christy, was
on a vacation with his family. I was filling
in for him.

M by Fr. Nicholas L. Vieron

Although the sacred event was a per-
sonal precious moment, I want to share
it with you - the readers of the Orthodox
Observer — because, as someone stated,
“Life’s precious moments don’t have
value, unless they are shared.”

But more importantly, one of the
many things I've always enjoyed about an
altar boys reunion, which involves grown
men, is that it sends a message to the
young people that serving the Church is
not just for little boys.

It is also for men! It’s for adults. It is
for all who love The Lord and His Holy
Church.

The local newspaper, The Commer-
cial Appeal, covered the story and pub-
lished a beautiful article the following day,
accompanied by colored photographs.
Reporter Jody Callahan wrote, “Their old
vestments wouldn’t quite fit, so they bor-
rowed the maroon robes usually worn by
the choir.

And their hair was quite a bit thinner,
in some cases gone. They’d put on a few
pounds, and added a few inches.” The
reporter described the altar boy’s par-
ticipation in the Liturgy. I referred to the
acolytes as “ministering angels.”

The reporter interviewed several of
them. Attorney Mike Speros commented,
“It’s like a brotherhood. It sounds corny,
but all these guys I served with in the altar
are like brothers. It was very emotional
for all of us.”

Chef Nick Coundourides said, “He
married me. He baptized my son. Anything
for Father Vieron.”

Nick Taras, president of Robert Orr
Sysco in Nashville who drove in for the
occasion, added, “Fr. Vieron is very im-
portant to us. We’ve grown up with him.
We served in the altar with him. We played
softball with him.”

A bit of levity was added by one for-
mer altar boy. “When you kneel,” Jerry
Stamson said, “it’s a little harder to get up,
but I wouldn’t miss one of those reunions
with that old priest foranything.”

Of course, this old priest is grateful
for such expressed sentiments, but the
real reason why these men were with me
in the altar on June 13 is their love for
the Church!

I first held an altar boys reunion in
1982 and made it an annual Palm Sunday
tradition until I retired in 1991. This was
the first one since then.

Most of my former altar boys are now
family men, successful in their endeavors
—in business, restaurant owners, doctors,
dentists, lawyers, teachers, executives,
company presidents, entrepreneurs, but
who remain active in the Church they love.
I've played with them, prayed with them,;
I heard their confessions, sometimes they

heard mine.

They now have Fr. Paul as their pas-
tor. But, I will always have the memories.
Iwould like to create more memories with
them; however, if God should decide that
enough is enough, I am grateful for what
they have given me, not just a chapter,
but each one a volume in the library of
my memory.

Mimi Taras, one of my first altar boys
who is now 60, stated, “To be in the altar
again, seeing you unfold the (antimin-
sion), raising the chalice, hearing the
secret prayers, created a feeling in me I
cannot describe”

Past youth advisor, Evelyn Buchanan,
added, “The feeling permeated down
throughout the entire congregation.”

Former church organist, Katherine
Skefos, left me a message, “We were all
moved to tears seeing our “little boys”
with you again in the altar as grown men,;
thank you for what you have done for our
children.”

Jim Boodalis said, “Being with you in
the altar again brought great memories of
my youth serving the Lord.” Attorney Harry
Skefos wrote, “We came out of respect for
you but ended up being recipients of a
greater love; it was wonderful standing
again where I stood as a boy 35 years ago.
I pray we have more opportunities in years
to come to be together again to celebrate
the Liturgy as we have more opportunities
in years to come to be together again to
celebrate the Liturgy as we did today.”

Patricia Ellington Grantham, whose
parents were the first couple I married
when I came to Memphis in 1955, wrote,
“It was a moving and emotional service
bringing back precious memories with a
touching re-verence.”

Past parish president, Geoge Laskaris,
remarked, “The Great Procession with all
306 acolytes was one of the most moving
moments I have ever experienced.”

To be part of such an experience is a
blessing for which I will remain eternally
grateful; first, of course, to Our Lord and
to His Holy Church. I am also grateful to
my altar boys’ loved ones who filled the
sanctuary to capacity and, by their prayer-
ful participation, enhanced the Sunday
Divine Liturgy.

I thank former acolyte, Dr. Alec Collis,
who gave me the inspiration for this year’s
reunion, and I invoke God’s Healing Grace
upon him in his bout with multiple sclero-
sis. I am also grateful to acolytes from the
past who, for good reason, could not be
with me June 13. They called from as far
ad Daytone Beach, Salt Lake City, Athens,
Greece.

The names of five of my former altar
boys of blessed memory were offered at
the proskomidi. Robert Knight, George
Abraham, Pete Kay, Andrew Scarmoutsos
and John Boosalis were embraced by God
at a young age in His Heavenly Kingdom.
I miss them.

Last but by no means least, I am
grateful to Fr. Paul Christy, the beloved
proistamenos of Annunciation Church
who helped make Sunday, June 13 an
important day with his often published
poignant announcements and with his
blessings.

The Eastern
Orthodox Commit-
tee on Scouting,
recognizing the years of service to the
youth of the Church in America through
the Scouting Program for young men and
young women, bestowed on Fr. Charles
Sarelis the highest Church’s award for
adult scouters, the Prophet Elias Award. Fr.
Charles, pastor of Annunciation Church in
Kansas City, Mo., served as the Archdiocese
representative to Boy Scouts of America
headquarters beginning in the sixties,

EOCS Honors Kansas City Priest

and also as chair-
man of the Eastern
Orthodox Catholic
Committee on Scouting of SCOBA in
America. During those years the scouting
religious emblems programs were devel-
oped for scouts and scouters. He attended
national and international Jamboreesas
chaplain representing the Church. He
was active in the Detroit, Michigan Area
Council Thunderbird District for which
he was awarded scouting’s highest adult
recognition, that of the Silver Beaver.
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In Memoriam

Johnny N. Economy

Johnny N.
Economy, Arch-
diocesan Council
member and AHE-
PA Past Supreme
President died
Jan. 3 at his home
in Atlanta. He was
57. Mr. Economy
served as supreme
president in 2000-
2001. Mr. Economy held numerous of-
fices during his AHEPA career and just
concluded a three-year-term on the Board
of Directors in July 2004. He also served
two terms as Supreme Secretary and most
elective offices at the district and chapter
levels. In addition, he served as President
of the AHEPA Centennial Foundation, Inc.,
the entity responsible for the building
and dedication of the Tribute sculpture
to Olympism in 1996. The sculpture rests
in Atlanta’s Centennial Olympic Park and
celebrates our ancestors’ gift to human-
ity. Furthermore, Mr. Economy is credited
for being the force behind the dedication
of the George C. Marshall Statue on the
grounds of the American Embassy in Ath-
ens in 2000.

He was a 30-year member of AHEPA
Mother Lodge Chapter No. 1, Atlanta and
served on the Board of Directors of AHEPA
One Inc., Atlanta Chapter’s senior citizens
housing complex. In 1995, he received the
National “AHEPAN of the Year” Award.

He was also active with the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America being,
recently appointed to serve on the Archdi-
ocesan Council. In 2001, Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew I made Mr. Economy
an Archon of the Order of St. Andrew the
Apostle. He also served the Metropolis of
Atlanta and the Board of Trustees of An-
nunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral of
Atlanta. Economy was president of Zomma
Enterprises Inc., an athletic sportswear
printing company he established in 1975.
A native of Atlanta, he was the son of Efsta-
thios Economopoulos of Messinia, Greece,
and Evthoxia Petkas Economopoulos of
Peramos, Asia Minor.

He is survived by his wife, Athena,
brother Othon and sister-in-law Alice;
brother-in-law George Gavalas and wife
Vicki; and nephews and nieces.Funeral
services took place Jan. 7 at Annuncia-
tion Cathedral with Metropolitan Alexios
officiating, assisted by other clergy.

Fr. Homer Goumenis

Fr. Homer Peter Goumenis, 78, died
Jan. 2. He had been retired since Decem-
ber 1996. Fr. Goumenis was born Feb. 26,
1926 in Lowell, Mass. After completing his
education in Lowell, he attended Boston
University for one year, and then switched
to Holy Cross School of Theology, graduat-
ing in 1948. He also studied at the General
Theological School in New York for a year,
and at Lutheran Theological Seminary in
Columbia, S.C. for three years.He was mar-
ried to Christine Coleman (Karvounis) of
Oklahoma City on Aug. 27, 1950. They
had two children, Catherine Anastasia and
David Peter Goumenis.He was ordained
a deacon on Oct. 1, 1950 in Astoria by
Archbishop Michael, and as a priest in
Lowell on Oct. 22, 1950 by Bishop Ezekiel
of Nazianzos. He also was bestowed the
offikia of sakellarios, protopresbyter and
economos. He served as an assistant priest
at St. Demetrios in Astoria in 1950-51; and
was pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Co-
lumbia, S.C., from 1951 to 1963, and as
dean of Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta
from 1963 until his retirement.

Fr. Constantine Theodore

Fr. Constantine Theodore, 91, died
recently. He had been retired since July
1978. He was born April 9, 1913 in Boston
and attended public schools in Brookline
and Boston. He enrolled as part of the
first class at Holy Cross Theological School
when it was at Pomfret, Conn., and gradu-
ated in 1942. He married Athena A. Scalt-
sas of Boston in April 1942. They had two
children, Christ and Anthony Theodore.

He was ordained a deacon May 21,
1942 by Bishop Athenagoras Cavadas
in Cambridge, Mass., and as a priest in
Springfield, Mass., by the bishop.

He served St. Spyridon Church in
Newport, R.1., from 1942 to 1959, and
St. John Church in Blue Point, N.Y., from
1959 until his retirement. He also had the
offikia of protopresbyter and Tis Agias
Tou Christou Megalis Ekklisias (from the
Patriarch).

Fr. George A. Vlahos

Fr. George
A. Vlahos, 81,
died Dec. 18.

He was a retired
priest who had
a long career in
the Church and
in psychothera-
py. He was born
Feb. 22, 1923
in Lowell, Mass.
After attending
Lowell public schools, he enrolled at Holy
Cross School of Theology and graduated
in 1948. He and Fr. Goumenis were class-
mates. In September 1948, he married
Calliope Katsaris of Canton, Ohio. They
became parents of two children, Athana-
sios and Catherine.A few days after his
marriage, he was ordained as a deacon
at Annunciation Cathedral in Boston by
Bishop Athenagoras Cavadas, and as a
priest on Sept. 14 in Nashua, N.J, also by
Bishop Cavadas. He also was bestowed the
offikia of confessor, sakellarios, economos
and protopresbyter.Fr. Vlahos’ first assign-
ment was for three months at Annunciation
Cathedral in Boston. He was then assigned
to St. George Church in Pittsfield, Mass.,
where he served from January 1949 until
October 1950. He was sent to St. Basil
Academy for a year, and then went to St.
Demetrios Church in Warren, Ohio, where
he served from October 1951 to November
1956. His last assignment was to Ascension
Church in Oakland, Calif., from November
1956 to Dec. 31, 1967 where, under his
leadership and spiritual guidance, he was
instrumental in building the Church of the
Ascension, now a cathedral.

Fr. Vlahos pursued higher studies and
became a licensed psychotherapist, recog-
nized for his many personal attributes and
distinguished achievements in the fields
of spiritual growth and human behavior.
He completed his clinical training in psy-
chology at St. Mary’s Hospital, McAuley
Neuropsychiatric Institute, San Francisco,
and became chairman of Human Behavior
at USIU and National University of San Di-
ego. He was appointed the first director
of the Logotherapy Institute in San Diego-
The American Medical Society of Vienna
honored Dr. Vlahos Life Membership for
excellence as a professor and therapist.

Fr. George is survived by his wife of
56 years, Presbytera Betty, a son Athan, a
daughter Kathryn, their respective spous-
es, and two grandchildren. His funeral
was held at St. Spyridon Church in San
Diego, Conducted by the Very Rev. John
Constantine, vicar of the San Francisco Me-
tropolis, the pastor, Fr. Peter Costarakos
and area priests.
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The RCA Benevolence Fund

Even though praying is an inseparable

part of our lives, lately I've been pray-
ing much harder than usual. In my 48-year
ministry many people asked me this ques-
tion: Are prayers always answered?

! Prayer..... Thanks..... and an Appeal!

by Fr. Evagoras Constantinides

The answer is an unqualified YES!

If we realize that God is not a waiter
standing by waiting for us to clap our
hands so that he can come forth and take
our order; if we really want God to re-
spond to us, we must approach Him with
love, respect, reverence and recognition
that we are turning to Him because we
need His help, and not because He needs
our business. And if we have exhausted all
means to attain our goal, when we have
come to the end of the line; if the prayers is
beneficial not just to us but all concerned,
then, and only then, will He respond. Also,
we must always remember that God will
never do anything for us that we can do
ourselves. As the ancient Greeks used to
say: “I.....God always answers prayers with:
Either Yes, or No, or...Wait a while!”

Now a word of thanks.

Thanks to the couple from Lakewood,
Ohio for their donation of $100 for the
fourth or fifth time. It seems it has become
a monthly habit for them.

Thanks to the Ph.D. from Cambridge,
Mass., for his $500 gift with the laconic:
“Class of '49.”

Thanks to the couple from German-
town, Tenn., for their $100 gift.

Thanks to a widowed presbytera for
her $200 gift in honor of Fr. Vieron, the
EPISTLE publisher.

And now, the appeal.

Since last December the RCA Benevo-
lence Fund has been helping six brother
priests (they were eight when we started,
but two of them have since gone to their
reward) and seven widowed presbyteres
with very low pensions or no pension at
all. The total amount required per month
to meet this sacred obligation is $5,782.

There are absolutely no expenses
incurred since everything is absorbed by

Ordination to the Diaconate

Gregory Georgiou, by Metropoli-
tan Alexios of Atlanta at St. Nektarios
Church, Charlotte, N.C, 10/31/04

George Anastasiou, by Bishop
Gerasimos of Krateia, St. Demetrios
Cathedral, Astoria, N.Y., 11/07/04

Nicolaos Kotsis, by Metropolitan
Nicholas of Detroit, St. John the Bap-
tist Church, Sterling Heights, Mich.,
11/13/04

Peter J. Thornberg, by Bishop Sa-
vas of Troas, Sts. Constantine & Helen
Church, Washington, 11/14/04

Flegas Vasileios, by Metropolitan
Isaiah, Assumption Cathedral, Denver,
11/21/04

Ordination to the Priesthood

Rev. Dn. Eleftherios Legakis, by
Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit, Holy
Trinity/St. Nicholas Church, Cincinnati,
05/09/04

Rev. Dn. Nicolaos H. Kotsis, by
Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit. St.
Nicholas Church, Ann Arbor, Mich.,
\12/05/04

——CLERGY—UH A I —

yours truly personally or through dona-
tions from friends.

At the last Clergy-Laity Congress in
New York, I was the last one to speak
on the finances of the Archdiocese as
president of the RCA. I said the following:
“Whether adequately or inadequately, all
the departments of the Archdiocese and
the Metropolises have been provided for.
But I want everybody here to know that
there are six old retired priests who make
only $600 per month pension, four wid-
owed presbyteres who receive no pension
at all, two who receive $200 per month
and one who receives $600 per month.
Who will provide for them?”

The National Philoptochos passed a
unanimous resolution that all chapters in
America make an annual voluntary con-
tribution to the Benevolence Fund. Each
chapter must decide on the amount and
then send it to the National Office.

Also, a move is afoot by some church
members to undertake a large-scale proj-
ect to raise substantial amounts for our
Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of
Theology, and the RCA as beneficiaries.

In view of all these, we have no other
alternative but to act ourselves. If we ex-
clude the six brothers we are helping,
there are some 170 of us retired brother
priests who range financially from doing
very well, to just making ends meet.

Whatever the case, there is no time in
our ministry when we had to raise $1,000
or so for our church or some charity, that
we couldn’t do it! As you have seen in
previous articles in the Epistle, seven of
us have donated or generated $16,500;
two widowed presbyteres have contrib-
uted $300; 10 active brother priests have
donated or generated $13,850; 15 Philop-
tochos chapters have donated $10,500;
20 lay friends, men and women, have
donated more than $40,000.

Please make your tax-exempt checks
to: “RCA Benevolence Fund” and mail
them to me.

Fr. Constantinides is director of the
RCA Benevolent Fund.

Assignments

Rev. Dn. George Anastasiou, St.
Demetrios Cathedral, Astoria, N.Y.,
11/08/04

Rev. Fr. Polykarpos Steve, An-
nunciation Church, Nassau, Bahamas,
11/14/04

Rev. Fr. Luke Veronis, Sts. Constan-
tine & Helen Church, Webster, Mass.,
12/01/04

Offikia

Metropolitan Alexios bestowed
the office of Confessor upon Fr. Steve
Dalber, 10/31/04

Bishop Anthimos of Olympos be-
stowed the office of Economos upon Fr.
Constantine Valantasis, 11/07/04

Metropolitan Isaiah bestowed the
office of Economos upon Fr. Jon Emanu-
elson, 11/14/04

Archbishop Demetrios bestowed
the office of Economos upon Fr. Steven
Zorzos, 11/21/04

Metropolitan Alexios bestowed the
office of Confessor upon Fr. Michael
Condos, 11/29/04
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Vicki’s Wedding and Christening

also featuring Christening Outfits in silk
FAVORS e« EIAH TAMOY KAI BANTIZHX

Y www.vickisfavors.com
#1749 Thomas Dr, Clearwater FL 33759 (727) 797-8223
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FARES BEGIN AT...

388"
ROUND TRIP

To Athens or Thessaloniki
from New York I"l\ f.r

RESTRICTIONS DO APPLY » SPACE IS LIMITED o CALL TODAY
*From December 27", 2004 to March31+, 2005
ENMNIKOINOQONHEITE MAZI MAX XTO INTEPNET
Contact: Eleni & Ari Poulos
WEB: www.eleni.com ¢ E-mail: sales@eleni.com

Eleni’s

WORLD WIDE TRAVEL

OEAETE
DOHNA
EIZITHPIA

Eniong avanapBavouvpe AiaBartnpia Summer prices
ka1 SvpBonaloypagika are out

(IManpefoola, Metagpaoeig, BOOK NOW & SAVE!

IMotonointika, K.A.m.)

1-800-989-4733 | 5 Bayherry Drive, Broomall, PA 19008

Call Now and Begin Saving Money with Eleni’s Tours | 610-355-7730 ¢ Fax: 610-355-0821

ReLIGIOUS ICONS FROM GReEeCe

e The premier destination for religious icons
on the Internet

e The largest selection, highest quality, best
service and lowest prices guaranteed

e Hundreds of themes in various sizes

e Custom icons for individuals and churches
from the top hagiographers in Greece

* Made with the finest hagiographic inks,
sterling silver and 24k gold

Use code VAD3 to take 10% off any order

Holy Virgin Mary of Angels - Byzantine Series by phone or online (excludes miniatures, oversized icons and commissions)

Sterling silver with 24k gold decoration

www.religiousicons.com
call or e-mail us for further information or to place an order - info@religiousicons.com
toll free 877.775.1CONS ph 718.428.4929 fx 718.428.5753

_SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Offered to Communities,
Organizations, Church festivals
and all other functions.

Kontos Foods famous for its POCKET-LESS PITA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

“

~.l -,||'; MEBITE

Fillo
Kataifi

1+, Spanakopita
Tyropita

with the highest quality ingredients
Courteous Service * WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

KONTOS FOODS, INC » EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President m

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
S J

(973) 278-2800 - Fax: (973) 278-7943
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— SCHOLARSHIPS ——

Applications Accepted for Agris Memorial Scholarship

BOSTON - The Alpha Omega Coun-
cil, comprised of many of New England’s
leading professionals of Hellenic ancestry,
will honor its late founder by presenting
the 13th annual Peter Agris Memo-
rial Scholarships to several young Greek
Americans pursuing studies in the fields
of journalism or communications.

The scholarships are given in honor
of Peter Agris, founder and publisher of
The Hellenic Chronicle, for 50 years the
premier English-language national weekly
newspaper for Americans of Greeks an-
cestry. Past recipients have gone on to
careers writing for several top national
publications, co-writing a presidential
memoire, as well as teaching in the fields
of journalism and communications.

Among last year’s recipients was a
PhD candidate in journalism who is slated
to do doctoral research this summer at the
University of Athens, as well as a former
Senate press and a political sector intern
at the U.S. Embassy in Athens.

Criteria for candidates includes:
Greek American heritage; current full-
time enrollment as a journalism or
communications major at the graduate
or undergraduate level in an accredited
college or university in the United States;
active participation in school, community,
church organizations; a minimum 3.0 GPA
and demonstrated financial need.

The $5,000 non-renewable schol-
arships will be presented at the Alpha
Omega Council’s annual Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award Dinner in May, during which
time a noted individual will be honored
for his or her contributions to Hellenism
and Orthodoxy.

Peter Agris was born in Gloucester,
Mass., and was raised in Cambridge,
graduating from Rindge High School.

He served in the U.S. Army Air Corps
during World War II and later attended
Suffolk University and Boston University’s
School of Public Communication.

In September 1950, at the age of 24,
he founded The Hellenic Chronicle, an
English-language weekly newspaper tar-
geting the Greek American community.
The newspaper soon gathered a national
following, making it the largest Greek
American national weekly newspaper in
the United States. It was filled with stories
about personal achievements within the

community, charitable causes, religious is-
sues, social news, as well as current events
in Greek politics and in U.S. policy toward
the Mediterranean. It also followed the
news of the organizations that Peter Agris
took pride in, like the American Hellenic
Education Progressive Association (Ahepa)
and the Alpha Omega Council, which he
founded in 1976.

Agris, who died in 1989, had high
standards as an individual and as a jour-
nalist. Early on, Archbishop Iakovos called
upon The Hellenic Chronicle to guide the
steps of future generations. And it did, for
a half century, the last decade published
by members of his family seeking to carry
on those high standards.

On Sept. 20, 2000, the 50th anni-
versary of the newspaper, The Hellenic
Chronicle published its final edition. With
the changing times came changes in the
lives of Agris family members.

However, with this scholarship, the
Alpha Omega Council and the Agris family
seek to continue to honor the great legacy
Peter Agris has left to the Greek American
community and to the Greek Orthodox
Church in America and to support young
aspiring journalists of Hellenic ancestry.

The Alpha Omega Council’s mission
is to promote and encourage loyalty and
patriotism in the United States; to cultivate
the ideals of Hellenism; to constantly strive
toward maintaining positive Greek-Ameri-
can relations; to unite Americans of Greek
descent in fellowship and philanthropy; to
help recognize the achievements of those
who excel in their field individually or as
a group; to help alleviate the wants of the
poor and needy and to establish, maintain
or aid religious, charitable, scientific, liter-
ary or educational activities.

In recent years, the Alpha Omega
Council has contributed more than a
half million dollars to various charitable
organizations.

Eligible candidates may request an ap-
plication by accessing the Alpha Omega
Council’s website at www.alphaomegac
ouncil.com or by writing to: The Peter
Agris Memorial Scholarship Committee,
c/o Nancy Agris Savage, 9 Nonesuch Drive,
Natick, MA 01760.

Applications, transcripts and a re-
quired essay must be returned no later
than March 1, 2005.

Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting Scholarship

NEW YORK — The Eastern Orthodox
Committee on Scouting (EOCS) Schol-
arship Committee has announced the
recipient of the 11th annual national
scholarship. The winner is Georgia A.
Giannopoulos, New Hyde Park, N.Y. and
a member of the Cathedral of St. Paul,
Hempstead, N.Y. She was selected from a
large pool of applicants from throughout
the United States and received a $1,000
check. The EOCS Scholarship Program is
offered to high school Boy and Girl Scout
seniors of the Eastern Orthodox Church.

The committee evaluates the can-
didates using the following criteria: (1)
be a registered active member of a Boy
or Girl Scout unit, (2) have earned the
Eagle Scout Award for boys or the Gold
Award for girls, (3) be an active member
of an Eastern Orthodox Church and have
earned Alpha Omega Scouting Religious
Award, (4) have demonstrated practical
citizenship in their church, high school,
Scout unit, and in the community, (5)
scholastic achievement.

The scholarship is made possible by
the EOCS Scholarship Endowment Fund
and not based on need. Annually the
EOCS awards $1,000 for first place and

$500 for the runner-up. Georgia has been
amember for 13 years in her church’s and
Great Neck’s Girl Scout program and has
held numerous leadership positions and
received a number of awards.

She earned the Chi-Rho and Alpha
Omega Religious Scout awards, the Girl
Scout Silver and Gold awards and had
participated in numerous EOCS Scout
Retreats.In addition to her involvement
in the scouting program, Georgia was ex-
tremely active in her religious community
as a member of the junior choir, Sunday
school teacher, member GOYA basketball
team, and participated in several Inter
GOYA Olympics.

While in high school she was ex-
tremely active in many organizations and
programs, where she received a number
of awards and recognitions. Because of
Georgia’s scholastic achievements and be-
ing an all-around spectacular individual
she was accepted to a number of colleges
and universities. She has chosen Loyola
College in Maryland and is majoring in
biology.

For applications contact: EOCS Schol-
arship Chairman, 862 Guy Lombardo Ave,
Freeport, NY 11520
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Qrthodo Volunteers Buid Record Number of Homes

TIJUANA, Mexico — Thanks to the
overwhelming number of volunteers,
Project Mexico, a pan-Orthodox ministry
under the Standing Conference of Canoni-
cal Orthodox Bishops in America, was able
to build 13 homes—a record number—for
needy families in the Tijuana, Mexico
area this summer. “This year we were
able to build more homes than ever for
a number of reasons,” explains Gregory
Yova, founder and executive director of
Project Mexico. “We now have larger and
more permanent sleeping quarters for
our volunteers that replace the tents we
were using. We acquired more tools and
equipment. We scheduled more groups
this summer, and actually had two differ-
ent work groups working on two different
homes at the same time.”

Nearly 400 individuals from more
than 35 parishes from all jurisdictions
in the United States and Canada worked
on home sites scattered throughout the
Tijuana area. Those families receiving the
homes usually experience terrible living
conditions such as dirt floors and card-
board walls.

Project Mexico homes are built with-
out the use of power tools and are about
the size of a typical American family room.
The two-room homes have two windows,
one door, a concrete floor and stud walls.
One family was living in a very unsanitary
environment.

Anilu and Julio were renting a room
in a complex where the landlord cared
for and butchered animals. The waste and
butchered carcasses were strewn on the
ground near the family’s rented room.

Living in these conditions was caus-
ing the children, 4 year old Cesar and 2
year old Naydelin, to become sick. Their
doctor told them they must move if their
children were to get well. Anilu and Julio
had been praying for several months for a
house, especially since Anilu was expect-
ing their third child in August.

Project Mexico was able to build a
home for the family in a more suitable
neighborhood. Their new home means

the children—and new baby—will live
healthier, safer lives.

Another family desperately in need of
a home included Raul and Virginia, their
4 year old son Jorge and Raul’s 67 year
old father, Jorge. The four of them were
living in a camper that would normally fit
in the bed of a pick-up truck. The camper
was placed on the unstable road because
their land was not level enough for the
camper.

The home Project Mexico built has
dramatically improved their situation and
has helped this good family take a giant
step forward.

Equally profound is the experience
for the young volunteers. Fr. Michael Kal-
laur, rector of Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral in Pittsburgh, has brought
teen groups to Project Mexico for the past
eight years, and says, “When teens leave
their comfort zone and are confronted
with the poverty of this third world coun-
try, it makes an impression on them.

They realize their small contributions
make an important difference especially
in the life of the family they are helping.
The experience at Project Mexico encour-
ages these young people to become more
involved in their parish community.

The experience snowballs into some-
thing bigger and is an important building
block in their lives.”

Since 1988, Project Mexico has in-
volved over 6,900 young people in the al-
leviation of suffering by building homes
for Mexico’s poor.

In 1996 outreach expanded through
the opening of St. Innocent Orthodox
Orphanage that provides a home for teen-
aged boys who live on the streets or who
have been put out of other orphanages.
Project Mexico and St. Innocent Orphan-
age are unique because they have been
envisioned, designed, built, and operated
by the combined efforts of Orthodox from
all jurisdictions.

More information about Project
Mexico and SJ. Innocent Orphanage can
be found at www.projectmexico.org.

Annunciation Parish Assists Kenyan Church

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — With the war
cry, “Ken ya?” and the response, “Yes, we
can!,” Annunciation Church undertook
the sacred task of developing and solidi-
fying its relationship with Holy Church of
the Resurrection in Nandi, Kenya.

Having been told by Fr. Neophytos
Kongai of Kenya, a Holy Cross Seminary
graduate, that his dream was to build an
Orthodox academy, the Academy of the

Holy Resurrection, to teach the faith to
young people, not only in his parish, but
also from surrounding areas, Annuncia-
tion’s members adopted this vision, of-
fering nearly $10,000 donations for the
Academy, along with a $ 1,000 pledge
from the Philoptochos chapter.

More funds are being pledged to
help furnish books, school supplies and
furniture.
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Boston Metropolis Philoptochos
Honor Metropolitan Methodios

BOSTON - The Metropolis of Boston
Philoptochos Board’s recent luncheon,
“A Celebration of Philanthropic Ministry”
marked the 20th anniversary of the En-
thronement of Metropolitan Methodios
as Bishop of Boston.

More than 500 guests shared in cel-
ebrating the philanthropic ministries of
Philoptochos and the Boston Metropolis
under the spiritual guidance of Metro-
politan Methodios. Metropolis of Boston
Philoptochos President, Merope Kapeta-
nakis thanked Metropolitan Methodios
for his visionary leadership the past 20
years. She cited that “all our ministries
are expanding at all levels.

Twenty years ago, she stated, “the
Metropolis Center, the Philoxenia House,
the Marriage Preparation Program, and the
Camp and Retreat Center did not exist.”

In her closing remarks she thanked
His Eminence for his love, vision, and
encouragement for our children, grand-
children, and for generations to come.

The Reverend Dr. Diane Kessler,
executive director of the Massachusetts
Council of Churches, praised His Emi-
nence for “ the way that the Light of Christ
shines within him and thus radiates within
the Metropolis of Boston.”

Konstantin Bikas, consul general
of Greece in Boston, recognized that
the well-attended event was “ indeed a
weekend of Thanksgiving.”

Fr. Athanasios Demos, chancellor,
shared some memories of his years at
the Holy Cross School of Theology
with His Eminence. Fr. Demos praised
His Eminence’s “devotion to serve with
distinction and excellence and that all his
work is Christ Centered labor.”

Following the honored guests’
remarks, the audience viewed a video
presentation “An Era of Visionary Leader-
ship” which highlighted the philanthropic
ministries in the Boston Metropolis since
1984.

The video captured the true essence
of His Eminence’s twenty years of dis-
tinguished service to the Metropolis of
Boston.

Philoptochos
of Boston
members
with

| Metropolitan
Methodios.

Following the video presentation,
George Behrakis, chairman of the Camp
and Retreat Center reviewed the history
and development of the Camp and Retreat
Center that was established in 1990.

Mr. Behrakis introduced His Emi-
nence, thanking him for his ministry that
will impact future generations for years
to come.

Metropolitan Methodios thanked the
Metropolis Philoptochos Board for their
support of all the ministries for the past
20 years. He humbly accepted the praises
awarded him during the luncheon as he
said, “I have done nothing more than what
was expected of me.” He continued, “I owe
everything to the church. Where would
we be without the church? It has kept us
united and strong. We must see God’s wis-
dom and become Christ’s presence upon
earth...be caretakers of God’s creation.”
His Eminence recognized his staff for their
tireless effort and all those who give of
their time, talent, and resources.

The program closed with the presen-
tation of the new retreat center rendering.
The project is expected to begin in 2005.
Co-Chairman Vasiliki Feldmar presented
His Eminence with a gift of gold embroi-
dered epimanikeion and epigonateion
from the Metropolis of Boston Philopto-
chos Board.

His Eminence also received a proc-
lamation from the state of Rhode Island,
presented by state Sen. Leonidas Raptakis.
Chairman Tina Caramanis presented the
Metropolitan with a commendation from
Sen. Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts.

To honor the occasion, a commemo-
rative album of His Eminence’s ministry
was given to each guest.

Congratulatory letters from Archbish-
op Demetrios, Archbishop Iakovos, Gov.
Mitt Romney, and Boston Mayor Thomas
M. Menino were included in the album.

The gala luncheon was truly a
memorable occasion for the Metropolis
of Boston.

The resounding message.... “Eis Polla
eti Despota” was heard throughout the
entire afternoon

St. Photios National Shrine to Honor Georgia Skeadas

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — National Board
President Georgia Skeadas will be the spe-
cial honoree at the 23rd annual St. Photios
Greek Orthodox National Shrine Pilgrim-
age weekend Jan. 29-30. Mrs. Skeadas will
be honored for the many years of support
that the National Philoptochos Society has
provided to the Shrine.

The feast day luncheon will take place
at the Casa Monica hotel following the Di-
vine Liturgy, at 1:30 p.m.

The two-day event also will feature
keynote speaker Dr. John T. Chirban of
Holy Cross School of Theology, who will
be on hand to sign his new book, “True
Coming of Age.”
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Philoptochas

Dear Chapter President
and Members,

As the death toll in the wake of the
Asian earthquake and tsunami catas-
trophes continues to grow, the world
comes together in grief to mourn the
loss of life, and to pray for the survivors
as they face the horrendous conditions,
the many challenges, and the risk to life
itself.

Our hearts are filled with compas-
sion and the deepest desire to provide
assistance to the victims of one of the
worst natural disasters in history.

The aftermath has left an endless
and massive relief effort to assist in this
catastrophic environment that will still
mean the difference between life and
death for many survivors.

As we answer the call of Christ,
which is to “love one another” and
to assist those in need, the National
Philoptochos Society has established
the “National Philoptochos Society Asia
Disaster Relief Fund.”

As we continue in our long estab-
lished relationships with the Archdi-
ocesan partners in disaster relief, our
financial assistance will include, but not
be limited to, the philanthropic relief
offered by the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese Asian Disaster Relief Fund, as well
as IOCC and UNICEF.

I encourage you to open your
hearts, and give your full support to
this endeavor to bring aid and comfort
to the many victims of this devastation

President Skeadas Issues
Appeal for Tsunam1 Aid

of enormous magnitude. During this
critical time, let us demonstrate our
leadership by being models of gener-
osity, as we execute our belief in our
philanthropic mission.

The source for this donation may
be your chapter’s emergency fund or
through a targeted appeal for assistance.
Please send your contribution to the Na-
tional Philoptochos office, earmarked for
the “National Philoptochos Society Asia
Disaster Relief Fund.”

The National Philoptochos will
waive the 10 percent administrative
costs for this appeal.

Please keep the victims of this tragic
event in your prayers and may our ever-
loving God bless you for your philan-
thropy, love and generosity. May our
assistance provide a glimmer of hope
to those affected by this monstrous
devastation.

With much love in Christ,

Georgia Skeadas
President
National Philoptochos Society

More Than 70 Years
of Christian Philanthropy

of Philoptochos was celebrated during

the 5th Convention in San Francisco
in July, 1982 under the leadership of Kath-
erine Pappas.

- by Terry Kokas

In September 1982 Beatrice Marks
was appointed National President of
Philoptochos. Mrs. Marks was the first
National President to visit Philoptochos
chapters in the United States, Canada,
and South.

Under her leadership the National
Board of Philoptochos undertook a major
campaign to support the renovation of the
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island pledging
the renovation of $100,000 in honor of His
Eminence Archbishop Iakovos. A plaque
has been installed.

Mrs. Marks was married to the late
George Marks and they had two sons,
Johnn and Chris. She has five grandchil-
dren and six great grandchildren, four girls
and two boys.

During her Presidency, Mrs. Marks
was also responsible for the establish-
ment of the Zoe Cavalaris Education Fund,
which financially assists graduates of St.
Basil Academy students to attend the col-
lege or university of their choice.

A native of Chicago, Mrs. Marks and
her husband owned several popular res-
taurants in the financial district of Chica-
g0’s Loop area. Their son John is follow-
ing in his parents footsteps by establishing
restaurants and hotels in Chicago and in
other cities.

T he 50th Anniversary of the founding

BEATRICE MARKS

Mrs. Marks has the distinction of being
an “archontisa” when the late Ecumenical
Patriarch Athenagoras bestowed this great
honor on her for her philanthropia.

Mrs. Marks was responsible for per-
suading the St. Andrew’s Woman'’s Club to
become a Philoptochos chapter, and was
elected its first President. She also served
as Diocese of Chicago Philoptochos and
in September 1982, Archbishop lakovos
appointed her National President and in
1984 was reappointed National President
for another two years. She is an Honor-
ary National President and an Honorary
Life Member of the Metropolis of Chicago
Philoptochos.



Annual Spelling Bee Championship

NEW YORK - The annual
Archdiocese Spelling Bee, part
of the city-wide spelling be
sponsored by the Daily News,
took place Jan. 13 with 11
participants from area Greek
American Day Schools. i

There were two winners,
Tessa Medakovich, age 10,
fifth grader at the Cathedral
School in Manhattan, and
Anastasi Varelis, age 13, of A.
Fantis School in Brooklyn, an
eighth grader.

There were two first-place
winners because of a disputed
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call on the spelling of a word
by one of the students and a
second round of the spelling
bee was deemed necessary.
Both winners will move on
to the city-wide level of com-
petition.

Runner-up was George Koutsotha-
nasis, 13, an eighth grader at William
Spyropoulos School in Flushing.

Other participants were Alex Deme-
triou, Jamaica Day School; Maria Karadi-
mas, Transfiguration School, Corona;
Anna Gnesina, Greek American Institute,

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

SPELLING CHAMPS - Tessa Medakovich and Anastasi Vare-
lis, both first place; and runner up George Koutsothanasis.
Shown with them are Maria Makedon of the Archdiocese
Department of Greek Education, and Dr.Thomas DeMarco,
principal of Kaloidis Day School in Brooklyn, who served as
moderator.

Bronx; Marianthi Kougentakis, Kaloidis
School, Brooklyn; Fotini Sachpatzidis
of Soterios Ellenas School, Brooklyn;
Nikolas Vorontchilkhine, St. Spyridon
School, Manhattan; Kally Konstantinidis,
St. Demetrios School, Astoria; and Aliana
Burke, Three Hierarchs, Brooklyn.

Church Musician Archon Receives
National Ministry of Music Award

GEORGE RAPTIS receiving his national award.

NEW YORK - George S. Raptis,
longtime choir director, composer, and
church music clinician in the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of America, is one of
20 church musicians from many religious
jurisdictions being recognized by the Na-
tional Religious Music Week Alliance for
developing outstanding religious music
programs for their churches.

The Alliance is a multi-denomination-
al organization whose purpose it is to en-
courage all places of worship to celebrate
and honor the ministry of music.

“Our aim is to recognize men and
women for exceptional performance in the
ministry of music,” said Kevin Samblanet,
chair of the Alliance’s Awards Committee.
“By focusing on the accomplishments of
these leaders, we encourage and support
the work of all ministers of music.”

Mr. Raptis’ nomination, submitted
by the National Forum of Greek Ortho-
dox Church Musicians, was judged by a
national panel.

Dr. Vicki Pappas, National Chairman
of the National Forum stated, “It is a great
honor for our Orthodox Church’s musi-
cians to be so highly placed among musi-

cians from so many other non-Orthodox
jurisdictions, and to be recognized nation-
ally outside of our own Church.

The awards are especially timely
as our Archdiocese celebrates National
Church Music Sunday on October 3, 2004,
the day we set aside to recognize the con-
tributions of our church musicians.”

Mr. Raptis has been a long-time
choir director of several Greek Orthodox
churches in the Detroit area for more than
60 years — most notably, Sts. Constantine
and Helen in Westland for 50 years (1944-
1994) and St. John in Sterling Heights. He
currently is the associate director of the St.
Nicholas Church in Troy, and also serves
as music director for the Metropolis of
Detroit.

Mr. Raptis has also distinguished him-
self as a guest director for choirs across
the United States, as a clinician for various
church music workshops, as a producer of
liturgical resources, and as a composer of
Greek Orthodox liturgical music.

He has been invited as guest conduc-
tor and workshop clinician throughout the
nine metropolises of the Archdiocese of
America.
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NEW YORK - Nicholas Gage, author
of the 1984 best seller “Eleni” and “A Place
for Us” in 1989, has republished the latter
title in paperback.

The hardbound edition went out
of print in 1997 but the new paperback
edition, which sells for $16, was recently
produced by Chandler House Press.

While Eleni tells the story about the
upheavals of Gage’s family in wartime
Greece, the second book, more upbeat
than his original work, tells the story of
his family’s efforts to make a new life in
America in 1950s Worcester, Mass.

Upon learning of their mother,
Eleni’s, death in the remote village of Lia,
Epiros, her children, who she arranged to
escape, eventually make their way to a ref-
ugee camp in Greece and decide to make
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the arduous trip to America, where their
father, Christos Gatzoyiannis, whom Nich-
olas had never seen, is living in Worcester
and trying to find work as a chef.

Gage’s family must grapple with prob-
lems of language, poverty, a strict father,
traditions of the old country, teasing from
classmates, and terrifying memories of
war. But, slowly, they learn to adjust and
find a place in their new country.

Their story has as much humor, joy
and achievement as it does trials and suf-
fering.

A Place for Us can be ordered di-
rectly from th iblisher by e-mail:

NFO@Tatnuck.cony; by phone at (308)
757-2804, ext. 3101, through Amazon.com,
or through any bookstore that can order it
from the publisher.

St. Luke's Is Just What the Doctor Ordered

P page 21

Three years after the church was built,
the community embarked on a series of
building programs as its membership con-
tinued to increase. The facilities included
an education building, followed by a par-
ish house in 1968., a new church — the
present house of worship — and a lower
level chapel in 1985, and the community
center/gymnasium in 1987.

Progress continues

The need for improved and enlarged
facilities continues. “We’re bulging at the
seams,” said Fr. Kontos. The community is
planning a multi-million dollar expansion/
renovation project for the existing support
buildings.

Revenue to support the community
and its ministries comes mainly from the
stewardship program, introduced in 1979.
This year, the parish surpassed its goal of
$300,000, Fr. Kontos said.

Other sources include the Greek
festival, held the second or third week
in September, banquets and a highly
successful golf outing, which this year is
scheduled May 23.

Parish members consist of second and

third generation Greek Americans, along
with many converts and immigrants from
various parts of Greece. Most are in the
professions or in business.

Fr. Kontos, a full-time secretary and a
maintenance person form the core of the
church’s administrative staff, but he also
notes “the wonderful people who volun-
teer with mailings” and other projects for
helping the parish to run smoothly.

“Thank God I had a great teacher in
Milwaukee, Fr. James Dokos,” said Fr.
Kontos, whom he credits for teaching
him the administrative skills needed to
perform his many duties.

When he’s not engaged in one of
his ministries, he also maintains St. Luke
Church’s extensive web site, which in-
cludes multi-media presentations.

“It’s what I do when I can’t sleep,”
Fr. Kontos joked. About 300 families are
included on the parish’s e-mail list.

Fr. Kontos said the biggest challenge
he faces is to focus on his ministry and
make weekly church services “like Easter
Sunday.” He adds, “We are moving in that
direction and that’s a blessing.”

— Compiled by Jim Golding

8 East 79th Stveet
New York, NY 10021

Fax:(212) 774-0239
e-mail: observer @qoarch.org

DO YOU LIKE THE ORTHODOX OBSERVER?
HAVE YOU SOMETHING TO SUGGEST?
SEND US A FEW LINES...



mailto:INFO@Tatnuck.com

JANUARY 2005

YOUTH MINISTRY

"-J—'

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

e

enae

27

e-mail: youthoffice@goarch.org

Whats [y Divorc

ivorce is not an uncommon word

in our society. In fact, over 50 per-

cent of today’s marriages end in

divorce - this means one out of ev-

ery two couples will get divorced!
We may think that our Orthodox Chris-
tian families aren’t part of this growing
epidemic, but this is not the case. If your
parents were divorced years ago, you may
have been the only one in school without
mom and dad living under the same roof.
Today you would have to search far and
wide to find a school, or even one fam-
ily, that has not been affected by divorce.
While this information will not help you
through the sudden changes you may face
during a divorce, it does help to know that
you are not alone.

[l by Rev. George Orfanakos

Often times during a divorce, our
churches focus on the parents and their
needs, while neglecting to consider the
lingering effects that a divorce will have on
you. As a result, you may at times feel left
behind through this life-changing ordeal.
For this reason, I would like to give you a
list of rights that all young people, facing
the divorce of their parents, have:

* You have the right to know how im-
portant you are in the eyes of our Heavenly
Father. In our worst moments, He does
not abandon us, but rushes to our side and
carries us in His tender embrace.

PARENTS and YOUTH Workers Corer

Families trying to cope
with divorce

For a session to do with teenagers, visit
our website at www.youth.goarch.org.
All sessions can be found in the “For
Youth Workers” section.

Recommended books for families
trying to cope with divorce: “Mom’s
House, Dad’s House” by Isolina Ricci,
and “Surviving the Breakup: How Chil-
dren and Parents Cope With Divorce”,
By Judith Wallerstein and Joan Kelly.

New Resource: GOYA Curriculum

Order the newest resource from our
Department, The GOYA Curriculum,
provides GOYA leaders with curricu-
lum for the Ecclesiastical year. The
book contains 12 sessions with activi-
ties, discussions, and handouts for the
teenagers to take with them. A must
have for every GOYA advisor!All of our
resources can be ordered by printing
out the order form on our website at
www.youth.goarch.org and mailing it
in with payment.

Youth Worker List-Server
Sign up for our Youth Worker list-
server! We send weekly resources,
ideas and activities for parents and
youth workers. Send an e-mail to
listserv@listserv.goarch.org. Leave
the subject blank and in the body of
the e-mail type in “subscribe youth”
(without the quotation mark). You’ll
get confirmation of your subscription
shortly after.

* You have the right to want a satisfy-
ing relationship with each parent.

* You have the right NOT to be caught
between your parents as they struggle with
each other.

* You have the right to your feelings
whether they are anger, frustration, pain,
love or whatever.

* You have the right to mourn the
losses you are experiencing as a result of
the divorce (relationships, home, etc.)

* You have the right to work through
your feelings and to receive cooperation
from other family members in dealing with
problems you are experiencing.

* You have the right to be young and
not worry about “adult” problems!

Along with these rights, you should
begin to understand that your parents’ di-
vorce is not your fault, and you could not
have prevented it at all. I know that living
through a divorce is such a tremendous
weight, and that many times life seems
chaotic, but here are three things you can
do to take control of your situation and
help yourself to begin to feel better:

Don't go through this period alone

Sometimes we bottle all of our emo-
tion inside and don’t want to let it out,
but that is really the worst thing you can
do. Take it from me; the best thing is to
find someone you can talk too. Not just
your mother, father, family member or
friend, but perhaps your parish priest or
a professional counselor who will listen
to what you have to say, and even more
importantly, know how to help! The lon-
ger you keep those feelings bottled up
inside, the harder it will be to move on
with your life.

Care for yourself emotionally,
physically and spiritually
Divorce will take a toll on your health
and spiritual life. You will feel tired and
exhausted, and many times will not be
able to sleep or eat. It is so important
to make sure that you are taking care of
your body. Do something you enjoy. Make
time for yourself. Make sure you remain

Movie Reiow 2=~ 1|

t first glance, the movie The Incred-

ibles looks like another children’s

movie about a family of superheroes;
ut it’s so much more.

[ by Anastasia Kanistras

The movie tells the story of a family
of superheroes after 15 years of not being
able to use their powers. The city these su-
perheroes lived in banned all superheroes
from using/showing their powers. There
was a superhero relocation program to
help with this.

The superheroes were not allowed to
tell anyone about their past and they also
had to try to control their children from
using their powers in public.

The movie focuses specifically on
two of the superheroes Mr. Incredible,
and Elasti-Girl, who get married and have
three children. The two oldest children
Dash and Violet, who also have super-

physically active throughout the day and
remember to maintain a healthy diet. Most
importantly, take time to pray and lift up
your problems to God. He will always
listen to what you have to say and will
comfort you in ways you never imagined
possible. Receive Holy Communion fre-
quently and participate in the sacraments
of the Church.

Now more than ever, you need the
healing power of Christ inside you. Invite
Him into your heart and ask Him to make
you feel whole again.

Expect to experience
a wide range of feelings

The hardest thing to deal with is the
way you are going to feel each day. At
times, divorce will make you feel angry
and depressed. Even though you may try
hard to accept the reality of the situation,
sometimes you may be overcome with
anxiety. Each day, maybe each minute,
you will feel different. This is normal and
part of the various stages we go through
when we experience loss.

Even though you might feel broken
inside now, you will see that the sugges-
tions described above will help you begin
to feel better. Whether it is your own fam-
ily or friend’s family who have experienced
adivorce, it is important to remember that
you are not alone.

As Orthodox Christians, we not only
have our friends and family for support but
we also have the church-- her saints, sacra-
ments and prayers. In the end, it would
be good for us all to emulate the prayer of
Saint Basil the Great as found in the Divine
Liturgy attributed to him: “Preserve (all)
marriages in peace and harmony; nurture
the infants; instruct the youth; give cour-
age to the weak and re-unite those who
have been separated.”

If there is one thing we can and
should remind our parents, whether
married or not, it is that the greatest gift a
mother can give her children is to honor
and respect their father, and the greatest
gift a father can give his children is to
honor and respect their mother.

Father George is the pastor at the
Greek Orthodox Church of St. George in
Clifton, New Jersey. If you would like to
contact him, you may do so by emailing
him at frigeorge@stgeorgeclifton.org

heroes powers, go on an adventure with
their mother to save their father, who has
been captured.

The movie also shows how difficult it
is for the superheroes to live normal lives,
trying not be themselves and hiding their
true identity. In the superhero relocation
program, each superhero is given a “nor-
mal” name, and a job.

Each member of the family has a dif-
ferent superpower, which can be very hard
to control in times of stress.

In the beginning of the family’s adven-
ture the children do not really know how
to use their powers.

However, when the family is at risk,
they overcome all odds. The movie uses
comedy to show how support within fam-
ily is important, and that being different is
not always a bad thing.

I saw this movie together with the rest
of the GOYA at my church and our GOYA

) You KInOw...

That
a Family
can Survive
Divorce?

family can even become holy after
Asomething as traumatic as divorce.

For example, take a look at this story:
Helen was the daughter of a blue-collar
worker but caught the eye of a powerful
political official.

They were married and had a son
together. Several years later, Helen’s
husband received a huge promotion,
gaining more power and prestige as well
as a nice title.

He decided that he should have a
wife who reflected his new high-status
position, so he divorced Helen and mar-
ried his boss’s stepdaughter.

However, Helen stayed involved in
the life of her son, who loved her very
dearly.

When Helen’s ex-husband died, her
son inherited the fortune and responsibili-
ties of his father.

Helen’s son named her co-president
of his fortune and empire, and Helen
spent the rest of her life serving the poor
and donating money to have churches
built. She also traveled frequently, mak-
ing pilgrimages to the Holy Land.

On one of these pilgrimages, she un-
covered the cross on which Christ himself
was crucified. Thanks to her, we have rel-
ics of this cross today.

Do you know who Helen and her son
are — the Roman Emperor Constantine and
his mother, Helen, who were later canon-
ized as saints.

In the early fourth century St Constan-
tine stopped the persecution of Christians
and made Christianity a legal religion in
the empire. His mother uncovered the
true cross.

The church celebrates their memory
on May 21 and commemorates the Eleva-
tion of the Cross on Sept. 14.

DIB

advisor. Just about everyone in the theater
was laughing the entire two hours of the
movie. This movie is a great movie for
people of all ages, a great family movie.

Anastasia is a senior in high school in
East Hampton, N.Y.. For the first 10 years
of her life she lived in Patras, Greece. She
attends Kimisis Tis Theotokou in South-
ampton, New York where she is involved
with the GOYA.

Challenge is the Youth & Young
Adult Ministries supplement to
the Orthodox Observer.

Atrticles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to: Youth & Young Adult Ministries,
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
83 St. Basil Rd., Garrison, New York 10524
or email: youthoffice@goarch.org
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U.S. IMMIGRATION * TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW
INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
AIAAKTQP MAN/MIOY OXFORD, ENGLAND
T. AEKTQP NOMOAOTIAZ MAN/MIOY CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND
MEMBER OF NY AND CT BARS
36 West 44th Street — Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-35 31 St.
Astoria, NY 11105
Wedding and Christening
items, Favors,
Martirika, Vaptistika,
Ecclesiastical items.
We ship anywhere!

(718) 721-9190

www.kentrikon-noufaro.com

TRANSLATIONS
META®PAZEIZ
Professional
Translation Service
GREEK-ENGLISH-GREEK
Reasonable Rates
Fast Service
(718) 224-5413
email:
metafrastis2004@yahoo.com

WANT RESULTS

ADVERTISE
IN THE

ORTHODOX
OBSERVER
Tel: (212) 570-3555

Fax: (212) 774-0239

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

PHILOTHEI
Orthodox Christian Gifts
Custom-made Prayer Ropes,
Vestments and Cassocks.
lCJ;r]lique Greeting Cards and
iffs\isi i t

pww.philothei.co

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per column inch: ....... $ 55.00

quarter pg: ........ ..$ 750.00
half page: . ... $1,500.00
full page:......ccccoenee. $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch ......$ 50.00
dbl. columniinch .......... $100.00

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
v “Type page width” is 59
picas (9.75"), depth is 14

ADVERITISING RATES

inches

v Display ads: Four columns
to apage. Single column width
is 14 picas (2.25"). For each ad-
ditional column add 15 picas
2.5").

v Classified ads: Six columns
to a page. Single column
width is 9 picas (1.5"), double
column widthis 19 picas (3.25")
Camera ready ads preferred.
v DEADLINES:©>Reservations:
25 days before publication.
PAYMENT TERMS: © All
ads are payable in advance,
unless contract agreementisin
effect and account current.

following specifications:

GUIDELINES
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

1) Conventional photographs:

We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed
on photographic paper. Photographs should be sharp
and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either
Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings of previ-
ously published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs:
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the

* Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200
pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a mini-
mum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own
photos, send the actual photo.)

¢ File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files
and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality)

* Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.

* Image files placed within any word-processing
file or any other application are not accepted.

* Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-
ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be returned).

sons shown, left to right.

* E-mail to: pbserver@goarch.org. In the subject

line write only the word “photos” VERY IMPORTANT:
Attach the image files and do not include them in the
body of the e-mail or they will not be usable.

3) Please include information about the photo(s);
place, time and event as well as the names of all per-

g Real Estate in Greece

CLEARWATER-TARPON SPRINGS 3
Now your dreams can become a reality!

FLORIDA
Call George Steriadis Build"a home in Greece. Construction
New Homes from 90's & Resales from 60's|  (company based in Thessaloniki will buid
R %a”tfolf &Bgmhwe al ou a house in all of north Greece &
eé' ‘)’\'c"f . EA‘;\m\'I‘Iirg'a alkidiki. Toll free: 1-866-853-9815 or
2HITOULE CAANVIKA. cell 011-30-6977-420563 or 011-30-
2310-770436 REALTORS WELCOME

EAare atov MNapadeioo! New Toll Free
(866) 853-9815 ¢ (727) 804-8289

GREECE-CHIOS-NENITA| KX\ =K-T4ii-.h5
LOTS FOR SALE grelek Ilslarl([ill_lwr]g Jgsth@ min. drive hl;lromathens/.
2 RESIDENTIAL DOWNTOWN xclusive Villas in Schinias, near Marathon wi

Aegean Sea and mountain views, offer a home
less than 100 m from water. Open floor plan, 3 or
4BDR, 2BA, prvte balconies and gardens, swim-
ming pool and more. Spectacular views. Great
Investment Opportunity. Call 602-819-2300
E-mail: EBM100@ATTGLOBAL.NET

519,04 .. and 1143,54 ..
LARGE 3256 7. LOT BY SHEASHORE
FINISHED ROAD
CERTIFIED TOPOGRAPHY MAPS
13 ADD'LLOTS, SOME WITH OLIVE/MASTIC TREES

PHONE: 304-723-3861 304-723-4626
FAX: 304-723-3871

MQAQYME OIKOMEAA KAI XQPA®IA XIOZ

ADVERTISE

Tel: (212) 570-3555
Fax: (212) 774-0239

Naples Florida Real Estate
Vicky Lowry, SRA

Broker-Associate

Downing-Frye Realty, Inc.

CELL (239) 777-4904
1-800-448-3411 ext. 508

MiAw Kickylowry@earthlink.nef
EAANVIKA www.vickylowry.ne

IF YOU ARE MOVING

Mail this coupon fo the Orthodox Observer
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

AND
Ask your parish to forward your name and new address to the
Observer in order for you to continue receiving the newspaper
IF
you move but your new home is located in the district of the
same parish, then list your new address below:

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE ZIP

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR OLD LABEL

ZEPHYROS

"The Most Entertmining Band of the Year”

Featuring Recording Artist from Athens
Christophoros

"Ouistanding Performance”

41661 -6362 or 410-821-T7521

JANUARY 2005
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__MusiciaNs
77" TROJANS

“dmsi  of NEW YORK
THE ULTIMATE IN GREEK
AND AMERICAN MUSIC
EMAIL:TROJAN888@AOL.COM

(718) 204-0400

GEORGE KENT°GREEK.AMERICANINTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSE REQUESTED! “BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBATE!”
ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO APROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME
PROFESSIONAL MUSICIANSENTERTAINERS, ATAFFORDABLE PRICES,
WHO’S ONLY BUSINESS ISMUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK
MUSIC OF ALL REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE
“PRIME VOICE OF GREECE...” THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKIPLUS VO-
CALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC,
THEN PLAYING TAPES! ALLOURMUSICIS PERFORMED “LIVE”...OUR
AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN, WITH NO ACCENT!

REV111502

Send for stereo cassette albums “Zorba” or “Athena” $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

Damien (TR2ZT2-1431
Anthony (THLS93-0683
. orfeas com

orfeas

Narth America’s most exciting Greek & Amenican band!

The Fabulous Grecian Keys

The Very Best Singers Violin, Clarino & Bouzoukia

800-GET-KEYS - 330.394.0404
Wedding Specialists

www.greciankeys.com

FOTI GONIS (Express)
NEW YORK’S LEADING
GREEK-AMERICAN ORCHESTRA
Wedding Specialists
Call Foti Gonis
(718) 762-2212, 762-6222

Steve Vavagiakis
(B45) 3980723

(212) 228-1752
wwnaLalphaorchasira.com

=

T

Trifonas Nicolaldes
(T18) T45-T320

THE AEGEANS

Greek Music since 1985
Please request our latest CD

2-6 musicians depending on your needs
www.aegeanduo.com
Steve Tavelaris (585) 586-8883 Nick Mouganis (800) 637-9228

Odyssey Greek Orchestra
Music with feeling for all occasions
gl AMerican DJ Available

VASILIOS G. KANARAS

(H) 410-3217685 g,
(C) 443-506-7740 B

Baltimore’s Premiere Greek Orchestra
Contact us for travel availability

(316) 568-0512

Dimitrios
Photography & Video

Call our studio to talk about the wide variety
of wedding packages for nearly every budget.

CALL NOW (516) 931-2333
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METROPOLITAN ANTHONY’S LAST ENCYCLICAL

Editor’s note: As the least possible
tribute to Metropolitan Anthony who was
called by the Lord this past Christmas Day
to be with Him, we publish in its entirety
the Metropolitan’s last encyclical released
on December 22, 2004, just two days be-
fore his passing.

To the Reverend Clergy, Monastics,
Archons, Archdiocese and Metropolis
Council Members, Parish Councils, Philop-
tochos Societies, Ministries, Choirs, Youth
Organizations, and All the Faithful of the
Metropolis of San Francisco:

When they had crossed the River Jor-
dan, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I
may do for you, before I am taken from
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit
a double portion of your spirit.” He re-
sponded, “You have asked a hard thing;
yet, ifyou see me as I am being taken from
you, it will be granted you; if not, it will
not.” As they continued walking and talk-
ing, a chariot of fire and horses offire sepa-
rated the two of them, and Elijah ascended
in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father!
The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”
But when he could no longer see him, he
grasped his own clothes and tore them
in two pieces.

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that
had fallen from him, and went back and
stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took
the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from
him, and struck the water, saying, “Where
is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” When he
had struck the water, the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, and Elisha
went over. (I Kings 2:8-14)

My Dearly Beloved
Children in the Lord,

S YOUR BISHOP for more than

twenty-five years, I am writing

to you this final encyclical of my

ministry, not knowing how much
longer the Lord may grant me to remain
upon this earth. For some time now, I
have desired to prepare my apologia, an
accounting of my ministry and service
to the Church, an attempt to define the
trajectory which I together with many
others have sought to establish, in order
that those who come after may have a
clear understanding of what we set out
to accomplish. Whether I succeeded in
the tasks I was given, I do not know; God
knows. But at the very least, it seems fit-
ting to describe these tasks as I saw them,
so that others may have some criteria by
which to judge my humble efforts in the
future.

Recently, the account of Elijah’s
ascent into heaven has come frequently
to my mind, and without the usual con-
straints of my hectic schedule, I have had
time to contemplate the meaning of this
story, at once mysterious yet familiar. Itis
a story about departure, and about what
is left behind when we are gone. The
mantle of Elijah was all that remained after
he ascended from this earth. The mantle
represents his ministry, his prophetic wit-
ness, the cumulative effect of his service in
Israel. It represents the “double portion”
of his spirit for which Elisha so earnestly
yearned, the continuation and extension
of his presence among the people. In a
sense, this encyclical is my attempt to iden-
tify the mantle that I am leaving behind, in
the hopes that my spiritual children will
take up this mantle, not only carrying on
the work that I have begun, but expanding
and amplifying it, thus proving themselves
true recipients of a “double portion” of my
spirit and vision.

THE WORD MADE FLESH
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt
among us... (John 1:14)

THE MANTLE OF ELIJAH

Since the very beginning of my min-
istry, I have never been content to allow
theology to remain at the level of the ab-
stract “word,” of ideas and propositions
requiring merely mental acquiescence.
Perhaps this is a vestige of my humble be-
ginnings among simple people, for whom
God was not an intellectual or philosophi-
cal construct, but a reality ever-present in
the rhythm of seedtime and harvest, in
the changing of the seasons, in birth and
death. True theology must be enfleshed,
must become incarnate in time and space,
in order to remain faithful to its ultimate
task. As my compatriot Nikos Kazantzakis
has written, “Within me, even the most
metaphysical problem takes on a warm
physical body which smells of sea, soil,
and human sweat. The Word, in order to
touch me, must become flesh. Only then
do I understand: when I can smell, see,
and touch.” It s for this reason that I have
always insisted on an incarnational way of
doing theology that reflects this constant
movement from “word” to “flesh,” from
the abstract to the concrete, from the
intangible to the human touch.

I have been known at times to be
impatient with visionaries and idealists.
When people come to me and want to
share their ideas, I have often said, “Show
me your good ideas by putting them into
action.” Yet this is really not so different
from the words of St. Iakovos, “I will show
you my faith by what I do” (Jas. 2:18), or
for that matter St. Maximos the Confessor,
who writes, “Spiritual knowledge not put
into practice does not differ in any way
from illusion, lacking such practice to give
it real substance.” Our faith is incarnated
and acquires real substance in programs
that elevate and inspire our people, in
ministries that carry on the work of the
Church, in concrete actions that demon-
strate our love for others and our com-
mitment to carrying out the work of the
Gospel. For in the final analysis, it is not
our words, but our deeds that constitute
the ultimate criterion of our faith, as Christ
Himself taught us: “Not everyone who says
to me, ‘Lord, lord,” will enter the Kingdom
of Heaven, but only those who do the will
of my Father” (Matt. 7:21).

A great deal of my ministry has
been identified with building and con-
struction projects. For over twenty-five
years I have been the “building bishop,”
constantly urging our communities to
acquire land, to develop plans, to break
ground and to build. Since I came to this
Metropolis in 1979, we have constructed
and consecrated no less than twenty-
five new churches, essentially one new
church every year, and nearly every com-
munity has taken on some major building
or renovation project during my tenure.
The soaring lines of a Byzantine church
are a mode of expression of the theology
of the Church, as are the simpler elements
of a well-designed parish hall or a well-
furnished kitchen (where I am often to
be found before a meal is served, stirring
and sampling and making suggestions).
All are places of philoxenia, sacred spaces
where the hospitality by which God be-
comes present in our midst is offered, as
the icon of the “Hospitality of Abraham”
reminds us.

TREASURES NEW AND OLD
Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of heaven is

like a householder who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.
(Matt. 13:52)
When I was enthroned as the Bishop
of San Francisco on June 7, 1979, I stated
in my enthronement speech, “The chal-

lenge of serving our Holy Church in the
western United States awakens in me
the call of the frontier, where develop-
ment and expansion are possible, where
the human resources are limitless, and
where spiritual and intellectual growth
are not only possible, but attainable.”
From the very beginning, I have felt my
episcopal ministry to be a calling to stand
at the frontier of faith, refusing to retreat
into the well-trodden paths of religious
convention and formalism. In a certain
sense, one might be so bold as to say that
I and this Metropolis were made for each
other, since we both share this “spirit of
the frontier.” My service to the Church has
been defined by a progressive contour, a
willingness to encounter the surrounding
culture with the same creativity and flex-
ibility demonstrated by the great Fathers of
the Church, while at the same time hold-
ing fast to what is essential and irreducible
in our theological tradition.

I can think of no better image of this
aspect of my ministry, no better illustra-
tion of this attempt to bring together the
old and the new, than the Katholikon, the
magnificent church edifice of the Monas-
tery of the Theotokos the Life-Giving
Spring. Anyone with even the most basic
understanding of Byzantine architecture
will immediately recognize the propor-
tions and symmetry of the Byzantine
heritage, the classical lineaments of the
so-called “churches of Mystras.” Yet upon
entering, one is immediately struck by the
fact that this sacred space is not defined
solely in terms of bygone history. The
icons, especially the breathtaking iconog-
raphy of the central dome, offer a fresh
vision of the meaning and scope of Christ’s
salvation, representing an approach that is
at once firmly rooted in tradition yet not
slavishly devoted to reproducing the past.
Our task is not merely to imitate what was
done by the saints of previous eras, but
somehow to appropriate at a much deeper
level the way in which they engaged their
own historical environment, seeking to
respond as they would have responded
had they lived in our day.

For over twenty-five years, the Me-
tropolis of San Francisco has stood at the
frontier of faith, the threshold between
the old and the new, with a pioneering
spirit that does not shy from controversy
or confrontation. We have been among
the most progressive in the Archdiocese
in the use of the English language in our
parishes, while at the same time holding
fast to the Hellenic heritage and identity
through programs such as the Metropolis
Folk Dance and Choral Festival. We have
led the way in Church music with beautiful
new compositions and boldly innovative
approaches, without losing the ethos, the
inward essence of our rich musical legacy.
We have been among the most engaged
in terms of ecumenical and interfaith
dialogue, culminating in the historic
“Ecumenical Pilgrimage” to Canterbury,
Rome, and Constantinople in 2003, while
at the same time firmly retaining the dis-
tinctiveness of our Orthodox theological
tradition. In short, we have endeavored
always to embrace the opportunities in-
herent in the “new,” without surrendering
what is of enduring value in the “old.” As
Solomon the wise remarks, we must “take
hold of the one, without letting go of the
other, for the one who fears God will suc-
ceed in both” (Eccl. 7:18).

THE YOUTH AND
THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY
Whoever does not receive the Kingdom
of God like a little child
will never enter it. (Luke 18:17)

In July of 1979, just a few weeks
after my enthronement as Bishop of San
Francisco, I traveled to St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church in San Jose to baptize
the infant son of one of our priests. I
am certain that both the clergy and the
laypeople who attended were watching
carefully for some sign, some indication
of what their new bishop was like. At the
conclusion of the baptism, I lifted up the
child and said, “In this child, and countless
others like him, lays the hope and future
of our Church. What spiritual inheritance
will we leave behind for them and gen-
erations to come?” Then, while people
were still smiling at me and the child, I said
something that seemingly caught them off
guard: “By the grace of God, I am looking
for someone to give me a million dollars,
or its equivalent in property, so that I can
build a camp and retreat center where this
child can someday go to learn about his
Orthodox faith and Hellenic heritage.”

That event in many ways set the tone
for my future ministry. For while many
undoubtedly left the baptism shaking their
heads over the foibles of the new bishop,
that announcement soon led to a meet-
ing arranged by Fr. John Bakas between
myself and Mr. Nicholas Kossaras, who
afterward donated 185 acres of land in
the Sequoia-Nevada foothills near Dun-
lap, California, that became St. Nicholas
Ranch Conference and Retreat Center. I
was never afraid to ask big, knowing that
I was asking not for myself, but for the
Church, and especially for the youth and
the succeeding generations. St. Nicholas
Ranch thus became symbolic, not only of
my parrhsiva or boldness in asking, but
also of my abiding commitment to the
youth. Over the years, we have expanded
not only the physical boundaries of the
Ranch by acquiring more property (today
almost 300 acres), we have expanded its
mission as well. We have attained the
original vision of creating a haven for our
youth and a spiritual center to host our
Metropolis programs and conferences.
And we have recently fulfilled a long-
cherished dream with the completion and
dedication of the magnificent Monastery
of the Theotokos the Life-Giving Spring.
But I envision much more still to come, a
“St. Nicholas Center,” an integrated cam-
pus of facilities that will include a Hellenic
Heritage Center housing a library with
thousands of volumes containing the his-
tory of the Greek Orthodox community on
the west coast, a museum, and an archival
center safeguarding the archives of the
Metropolis and all its parishes. One day,
this complex may even become the kernel
for a theological preparatory school for
seminarians studying for the priesthood.
It remains for my successors to “take up
the mantle” and fulfill this aspect of my
life’s work and vision.

In my enthronement speech, I laid
out two major priorities that would
come to define the heart of my ministry:
the youth and the Christian family. St.
Nicholas Ranch was one way in which we
sought to fulfill this mandate. But there
were many other ways. In the early 1980s,
we began a series of youth conferences,
gathering thousands of young people in
places like Anaheim and Santa Clara, and
culminating in the great youth rally that
was held in conjunction with the Clergy-
Laity Congress of 1982. Those events
were in many ways what energized the
“youth movement” in our Archdiocese at
that time. And they also gave momentum
to the dozen or so folk dance groups that
grew into the annual Folk Dance and Cho-
ral Festival, one of the most powerful and
far-reaching ministries of our Metropolis.
From the time I was a child myself, I have
loved to dance, and have always regarded
dance as a kind of spiritual activity. As with
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prayer, it is also through music and dance
that we seek to express the deepest yearn-
ings and highest aspirations of the human
spirit. To quote Nikos Kazantzakis once
more, “Anyone who cannot sing cannot
pray. Angels have mouths, but lack the
power of speech; they sing to God by danc-
ing.” The Metropolis of San Francisco Folk
Dance and Choral Festival has become the
largest exhibition of authentic Greek folk
dance, costume, and music in the world.
Like St. Nicholas Ranch, the Folk Dance
Festival was a means to abolishing the
“myth of the distance,” gathering not
only the youth of our Metropolis, but the
Orthodox family as well, a means to bring-
ing people together. In fact, if I had to
identify one of the primary achievements
of my ministry, it would be this: I have
brought people together.

THE FLOWERING OF MONASTICISM

Abba Anthony said, “Let us eat at the
ninth hour, and then let us go out for a
walk and explore the country.” So they
went out into the desert and they walked
until sunset. Then Abba Anthony said, “Let
us pray and plant the cross here, so that
those who wish to build a new monastery
may do so here.” (From the Sayings of the
Desert Fathers)

I gravitate to the above story of St. An-
thony, my namesake, because it offers us a
glimpse of a side of his personality that is
not often recognized or appreciated. We
are accustomed to associate St. Anthony,
the “Father of Monasticism,” with solitude
and silence. But here we see a man with
his eyes on the horizon, slightly restless,
St. Anthony the explorer, the founder of
monasteries. And this makes me identify
all the more with my patron saint, know-
ing him to have been not only a man of
prayer, but a man of action.

The great revival of Greek Orthodox
monasticism in America may be said to
have begun in the Metropolis of San Fran-
cisco with the coming of Geronta Ephraim
to this Metropolis by my invitation in 1989.
At that time, I shared with Fr. Ephraim my
vision of a monastic center at St. Nicholas
Ranch. For years, ever since the youth
of our Metropolis planted the cross on a
hilltop overlooking the Ranch (in an ac-
tion reminiscent of St. Anthony’s), we had
prayed for the emergence of a monastic
community on the premises, in order to
enhance and deepen the spiritual foun-
dations of the Ranch environment and
experience. Fr. Ephraim subsequently
arranged for the coming of two wonder-
ful nuns from Greece, Sister Markella and
Sister Fevronia, in 1993, and thus origi-
nated the Monastery of the Theotokos the
Life-Giving Spring. From this small begin-
ning, the monastic community has grown
to fifteen nuns. In 1995, we broke ground
for the Katholikon, the monastic church
edifice, our “jewel of the mountains.”
With its exquisite marble floor, intricate
woodcarving, and stunningly beautiful
iconography, the Katholikon is without
a doubt the most breathtaking Greek Or-
thodox church to be found anywhere in
America. In 2000, we began work on the
Kellia or monastic residences, and in 2003
we held the Thyranoixia service, dedicat-
ing both these magnificent structures to
the glory of God, and officially installing
Sister Markella as the first Abbess of the
Monastery.

The establishment of the Monastery
of the Life-Giving Spring was followed
within a few years by the founding of St.
Anthony Monastery in Florence, Arizona,
in 1995, by Abbot Paisios and five other
brothers from Mount Athos in Greece.
With the explosive growth of its monastic
community, which has now grown to over
forty monks, and the extraordinarily rapid
expansion of its facilities, St. Anthony be-

came the great “miracle in the desert,”
the flagship, so to speak, of all the other
Greek Orthodox monasteries in America.
The Monastery of St. John the Forerunner
in Goldendale, Washington, also began in
1995 with a generous donation of prop-
erty by Dr. Gerald Timmer, and the sub-
sequent coming of Abbess Efpraxia, Sister
Parthenia, and Sister Agne from Greece. In
just a few short years, this monastery has
grown to sixteen sisters, becoming one of
the largest women’s monastic foundations
in the Archdiocese. The monasteries hold
fast to traditional practice, thus fulfilling
their mandate to be the “conscience of the
Church.” And the amazing growth of these
monastic communities offers a compelling
witness to the tremendous vitality of mo-
nasticism in this country.

FRIENDS OF THE POOR

Let us love one another, not in word
or speech, but in truth and action.

I1John 3:18

As Orthodox Christians, we recognize
the ultimate goal of the Christian life to
be theosis or divinization—becoming
like God as much as is possible for hu-
man beings. Yet this process of theosis is
not a matter of a discarnate spirituality that
retreats from human need and suffering.
The journey towards theosis is rather ex-
pressed through concrete acts of love and
mercy in imitation of God, who is love. As
St. Gregory the Theologian writes, “Prove
yourself a god to the unfortunate, imitat-
ing the mercy of God. There is nothing
as godly in human beings as to do good
works.” And this love in action is epito-
mized, I believe, by the ministry of our
Metropolis Philoptochos Society. When I
consider the ministry of Philoptochos, I am
reminded of the women who ministered
to the body of our Savior after the Cruci-
fixion. Just as these women cared for the
wounded and broken body of the Lord, so
also the women of Philoptochos are called
to minister to the Body of Christ; that is,
the Church. And just as the myrrh-bear-
ing women who came to the tomb were
sent forth by the angels to announce the
Resurrection of Christ, so also the women
of Philoptochos have received a commis-
sion to proclaim the Risen Lord, not with
mere words, but with tangible actions of
love and service that proclaim the Gospel
more loudly than words could ever do. To
quote St. Francis of Assisi, for whom the
seat of our Metropolis is named, we are
to “preach the Gospel, and if absolutely
necessary, use words.”

Among the greatest accomplishments
of our Philoptochos in this regard is the
“Kids ‘n’ Cancer/Camp Agape” program.
This amazing ministry began at St. Nicho-
las Ranch, and has expanded to Portland
and Seattle, with new programs under
development in San Diego and Phoenix.
Every year, hundreds of children with
cancer, many from disadvantaged homes,
have the opportunity together with their
families to participate in a summer camp
program free of charge, with all expenses
paid by Philoptochos. The goal of the pro-
gram is to provide as normative a camp
experience as possible, including games,
barbecues, campfires, sing-along, and the
like. Yet the program is also specifically
attuned to the unique physical and emo-
tional needs of these children, as well as
providing the parents with support and
an opportunity for networking. Another
tremendous example of this “love in ac-
tion” is the “Bishop Anthony Student Aid
Endowment Fund,” of which Philoptochos
has become the champion and steward.
This fund provides scholarships to stu-
dents from our Metropolis attending
Hellenic College or Holy Cross School of
Theology. Through the annual Student
Aid Endowment Holiday Luncheon, this
fund has grown to over one-and-a-half mil-
lion dollars. When I was a student at the

Ecclesiastical School of Chania in Crete,
and at the great Theological School of
Halki of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, my
education was completely underwritten
by the Church (except for one unfortunate
period when I'lost my scholarship because
I did not keep my grades up, and had to
work to pay my tuition—a lesson I have
never forgotten!). It has always been my
goal that all students from this Metropolis
who are studying for the priesthood or
for some other form of full-time service to
the Church should have their education
similarly paid for by the Church. No one
should ever be denied the opportunity to
study for the priesthood because of a lack
of funds.

Despite all that has been accom-
plished, however, much more remains to
be done. There is an urgent need for our
parishes to acquire a heightened sense
of responsibility to the local community,
ministering to the needs of the hungry and
the homeless, the sick and the needy, the
lonely and abandoned. Years ago, we had
envisioned the creation of a permanent
position at the Metropolis level occupied
by a trained social worker, who would
coordinate parish programs of social
ministry and outreach. Unfortunately, our
plans did not come to fruition at that time;
this initiative remains for others to carry
out in the future. I am convinced that the
time has come for our churches to take a
more integrated and systematic approach
to issues of poverty, hunger, and home-
lessness. The miracle of the Incarnation,
of the word become flesh, is extended
and perpetuated in us, who through the
descent of the Holy Spirit at baptism have
become “members of Christ’s body, of His
very flesh and bones” (Eph. 5:30). And this
constitutes a sacred obligation for us to
minister in Christ’s name to our neighbor;
that is, to every person in need whom we
encounter (cf. Luke 10:25-37).

A SACRED INVITATION
Come to me, all you that are weary and
are carrying heavy burdens, and

1 will give you rest. (Matt. 11:28)

In July of 2002, the Metropolis of San
Francisco hosted the 36th Biennial Clergy-
Laity Congress of the Archdiocese, with
the theme “Offering our Orthodox Faith
to Contemporary America.” The theme of
the Congress was particularly appropriate
in view of the fact that our Metropolis has
long been at the forefront of missions and
evangelism in the Archdiocese. In 1982,
the Diocese Philoptochos inaugurated the
“Pennies and Prayers” program in order to
raise funds for home mission’s projects, as
well as increasing awareness of missions
throughout the diocese. Soon afterwards,
the “HOME Foundation” was born in
Phoenix, Arizona, in 1984. The HOME
Foundation was instrumental in the cre-
ation of three new “daughter” parishes in
the Phoenix metropolitan area without
significant diminution of the “mother”
church, Holy Trinity Cathedral. This was a
model that was to be repeated throughout
the Metropolis, in Sacramento, Portland,
Seattle, and elsewhere, by the successor
to the HOME Foundation, the Commit-
tee on Orthodox Missions and Evangelism
(COME). COME utilizes surveys, demo-
graphic studies, and careful planning
to create and sustain viable Eucharistic
communities in the areas that need them
most. Taken together, HOME and COME
represent the first systematic approach to
church planting in our Archdiocese.

My tenure has witnessed the found-
ing of over twenty new parishes and mis-
sions in this Metropolis, many of which
have gone on to acquire land and build,
establishing themselves as durable fixtures
of the ecclesial landscape. These young
parishes represent the newness of Or-
thodoxy in this land, with predominantly
English worship, numerous converts,

and an abundance of young families
with children, often representing the
third and fourth generations from the
old country. They represent the open-
ness of our Church to embrace its true
catholic identity, to become “all things to
all people.” But our work in missions has
not been limited to activities within our
Metropolis. In 1985, we raised seventy-
five thousand dollars in aid for starving
children in Ethiopia. And in 1992, COME
sponsored the “Russia Challenge,” an in-
ter-Orthodox relief effort that sent a team
of missionaries together with desper-
ately-needed food, medicine, and other
supplies to the Ukraine after the collapse
of the Soviet Union. Russia Challenge
culminated in the great “Easter Airlift,” in
which thousands of boxes of supplies were
shipped to Russia. In conjunction with
this effort, I traveled to Russia together
with an ecumenical delegation, where 1
had the opportunity to participate in the
first truly free celebration of Holy Pascha
in Moscow in over seventy years.

In concluding this section on mis-
sions, it seems appropriate to emphasize
the pressing need for strengthened rela-
tions and more effective communication
among the canonical Orthodox jurisdic-
tions in America. At present, our many
separate and uncoordinated activities not
only result in much duplication of effort,
but also frequently lead to a diffusion and
dispersion of our energies, constituting a
principle of spiritual entropy. If Ortho-
doxy in this country is to succeed in its
missionary vocation, if it is truly to realize
its catholic identity, then we must work
towards a more unified presentation of the
Orthodox faith in this land. The mantle
that Elijah passed on to Elisha held the
power to divide, to “part the waters to the
one side and to the other.” But perhaps it
may be that the mantle that we bequeath
to our successors may become an instru-
ment of union, bringing together that
which was once separated like the parted
waters, so that they reunite to form a seam-
less and indivisible whole.

I HAVE LAID A FOUNDATION
By the grace of God given to me, as a
wise master builder I have laid a founda-
tion... (I Cor. 3:10)

In the above-referenced passage, St.
Paul writes that by his apostolic ministry
among the Corinthians he has laid a firm
and immovable foundation of faith and
sound doctrine. And yet Paul also clearly
recognizes that he did not do so alone, but
with the assistance of many others, who by
their labors became “fellow-workers” both
with God and with himself (cf. I Cor. 3:9).
In the same vein, I would be deeply remiss
if I did not acknowledge my enormous
indebtedness to those who labored with
me to make possible everything that has
been previously recounted. My profound
appreciation is due to my co-workers and
concelebrants, the priests and deacons of
this Metropolis, without who even the
best-laid plans would never have come
to fruition. I am also deeply grateful to
the many laypeople whose assistance has
been vital to the realization of these en-
deavors. I am especially thankful to His
Grace Bishop Anthimos for his longstand-
ing friendship and invaluable assistance
within the Metropolis. I thank His Emi-
nence Archbishop Demetrios and the for-
mer Archbishops of America under whom
I have served, as well as my fellow Metro-
politans of the Holy Eparchial Synod, for
their love and support throughout my
ministry. And I offer my sincere respect
and deep gratitude to His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, who
has wisely overseen the Church in both my
native and adopted homelands. Finally,
I give thanks to God, who saw fit in my
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Students to Experience “Real” World in
Life-Changing Capacities on Real Break 2005

BOSTON - Orthodox Christian
Fellowship’s (OCF) Real Break program
has begun registration for its 2005 trips
on which students will have life-changing
experiences helping hundreds of those
in need. In 2005, Real Break is excited
to be returning to all of our 2004 loca-
tions: Hogar Rafael Ayau Orphanage in
Guatemala, Project Mexico, the Aleutian
Villages in Eklutna, Alaska, Raphael House
in San Francisco and St. George the Martyr
Monastery in Greece.

Real Break teams will also serve a
Special Education Orphanage in El Sal-
vador and a campus of Trinity Children
and Family Services in Los Angeles.
Each Real Break provides alternatives to
“traditional” spring breaks for Orthodox
college students, and gives them instead
a full Christian experience of fellowship
and service to others.

The program provides opportuni-
ties for spiritual growth with one-on-one
interaction with a priest accompanying
each group.

Each participant is asked to raise the
funds for their trip, with donors becoming
a part of each participant’s experience as
photos and stories are shared upon their
return.

An anonymous student who par-
ticipated on a Real Break team to Project
Mexico reflected on their experience by
sharing, “As we blessed the home which
we built with our own hands, a deep sense
of thankfulness to our Lord for allowing us
this experience, trembled through me.”

The dates and locations for 2005 are:
February 26 - March 5 - Raphael House
(San Francisco), March 5-12 - El Salvador,

Project Mexico, Alaska, March 12-19 -
Greece (until 20th), Trinity Children and
Family Services, Hogar Rafael Ayau (Gua-
temala), March 19-26 - Project Mexico,
March 26 - April 2 - Guatemala.

In five years, Real Break has involved
over 350 participants, serving ten different
locations. Mr. Joseph J. Samra III, Program
Coordinator for OCF stated, “I firmly be-
lieve there is no greater short-term expe-
rience for a student then Real Break; the
smiles of the children we serve and the
life-changing realizations made each year
by the students is testament to God’s work
being accomplished.”

Registration and more informa-
tion can be found on the OCF website
at www.ocf.net or by calling 800-919-
10CF.

About OCF

Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)
is the official campus ministry effort of the
Standing Conference of Canonical Ortho-
dox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA). It
is a Pan-Orthodox effort, overseen by
an Executive Committee and aided by a
sixteen-person Student Advisory Board.
The office is located in Boston, where
a full time staff develops OCF programs
and resources.

The staff is available to guide and
support local OCF chapters through
communication with the larger Orthodox
community, national programs, and devel-
opment of resources for use by Orthodox
college students. SCOBA designated the
3rd Sunday in September each year as
“College Student Sunday” to raise aware-
ness of our students on campus and OCF’s
activities.

Missionaries needed: Youth & young adults

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — Hierarchs
from around the world have requested
help from the Orthodox Christian Mission
Center (OCMC) for someone who works
with youth and young adults to help the
Church in Africa, Eastern Europe and Latin
America. Youth and young adult workers,
leaders or coordinators, or someone with
experience in this area should consider
if God is calling them to use their talents
and experience in the mission field on a
one-to-two-year placement.

Most people called to the mission
field never go. Will you be someone who

answers the call? One’s impact as a mis-
sionary youth and young adult worker
could be great. Young people will be
leaders in the Church tomorrow; perhaps
some will be missionaries themselves.

An individual’s mission work will help
the Church grow and reach others who
have not experienced the joy of know-
ing Christ. Consider serving as an OCMC
missionary and help make disciples of all
nations!

For information contact missionaries
@ocmc.org or (904) 829-5132 or toll-free
at 1-877-GO-FORTH (463-6784).
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unworthiness to permit me to serve Him,
first as a layman, and then as a deacon, a
priest, and a bishop. And I echo the words
of the Gospel, “When you have done all
that is commanded you, say, ‘We are un-
profitable servants. We have only done
what was our duty’” (Luke 17:10).

As I come to the end of my ministry, I
am struck more and more by this fact: that
for someone who is passionately engaged
in a vocation, someone who is deeply com-
mitted to a life’s mission and task, there
is never an interval at which to make a
clean break, never a good time to make
an end. Rather, the end of every endeavor
becomes the beginning of a new task. I
am reminded of the conclusion of one of
Kazantzakis’ works, in which he describes
the crucifixion of Christ; at the very end,
after Christ has triumphantly cried, “It is
finished,” the last line reads, k1 ntav ca va
Aeye, «OAa apyifouv»—-“and it was as if to
say, ‘Everything is now beginning.”” Every
end has within it the seed of a beginning.
Elijah’s departure marked the beginning
of Elisha’s ministry, the herald of yet
greater miraculous events, the opening
of a new chapter in the prophetic history
of Israel. To truly complete anything is
more than we can hope for in this life. All

we can do is to lay a foundation, and trust
that those who come after will build upon
it with the same careful consideration, the
same diligent industry, and the same lov-
ing purpose. It is not for us to determine
what shall be built upon this foundation.
That is left to the wisdom of future gen-
erations, who will take up the mantle like
Elisha, carrying on the task that we have
begun in ways that we cannot possibly
imagine or foresee.

And now to God ineffable, indescrib-
able, unfathomable abyss of wisdom, the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
Creator of all things; to God the Only-Be-
gotten Son, the Incarnate, Crucified, and
Risen Lord, who has reconciled us in one
Body by His Precious Cross; to God the
All-Holy, Good, and Life-Giving Spirit, who
proceeds from the Father and rests in the
Son, Renewer and Sustainer of all things,
to the All-Holy Trinity beyond all concep-
tion and being, be glory and might and
dominion and thanksgiving and honor
and worship, now and forever, and to
the endless ages. Amen.

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

X Metropolitan Anthony
of San Francisco

December 22, 2004
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SCOBA Hierarchs Name Jan. 16
“Share The Light Sunday”

FT. LAUDERDALE, Fla. — “Now it’s
our turn!” With those words Come Re-
ceive The Light founder and co-host Rev.
Dr. Christopher Metropulos announced
that SCOBA (The Standing Conference
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the
Americas) has named Sunday, Jan. 16,
Share The Light Sunday in all of the
Orthodox Christian parishes of America.
This special Sunday will help all Orthodox
Christian parishes become partners with
Orthodox Christian Networks (OCN) in
creating a national media ministry tool for
all our churches.

“With over 800 Christian programs
on the air each week in the US, we now
have an opportunity to add an Orthodox
Christian voice to the broadcast industry.
For our children’s sake, we can no longer
remain silent on American media”, said Fr.
Chris. OCN is a SCOBA agency charged
with creating a national media presence
for the Orthodox Christian Churches of
the United States.

The hierarchs have now called for the
celebration of Share The Light Sunday to
increase awareness and support of this
vital ministry, nurturing the use of media
to share the message of Orthodoxy with
America.

Just as Orthodox missionaries have
done in times past, OCN is using the
tools available to the Church to declare
the “faith once, for all, delivered to the
saints” to the world around us.

With more than 800 Christian radio
programs already airing each week on

American radio stations across the country,
now is the time for us to use this powerful
communications tool to share the timeless
wisdom and power of Orthodoxy.

In the past two years, OCN’s flag-
ship program Come Receive The Light
has begun broadcasting in over 20 major
communities, and world wide through the
Internet.All 1.500 Orthodox Christian par-
ishes will soon receive a Share

The Light Sunday packet in the mail
that will help them celebrate this first an-
nual Share The Light Sunday in their local
parish. The mailing will include a sample
sermon, inserts for parish bulletins, a
video, and more.

OCN is depending on leaders within
each Orthodox parish in America to step
forward and champion this crucial out-
reach.

All the funds raised from this special
Sunday will be devoted to helping OCN
expand the reach of its media ministry to
every part of the nation.

“Come Receive The Light” is the flag-
ship radio program of Orthodox Chris-
tian Networks (OCN) and is dedicated to
spreading joy, hope and salvation in Jesus
Christ while exploring Orthodox Christi-
anity in contemporary society.

Orthodox Christian Networks is
headquartered in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
and is a commissioned agency of SCOBA
(The Standing Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas) and a
member of the National Religious Broad-
casters. Visit us at www.receive.org.

OCMC Names New Board Officers

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — The Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (OCMC), the of-
ficial international mission and evangelism
agency of the Standing Conference of
Orthodox Bishops in America, recently
named a new slate of officers.

Clifford Argue of Mercer Island,
Wash., begins his service as president;
Fr. Chad Hatfield, dean of St. Herman’s
Seminary in Kodiak, Alaska, continues
as vice president; Fr. Raymond Velencia
of Columbia, Md. is treasurer; and Fr.
George Liacopulos of New Jersey is sec-
retary. The officers will serve for the next
three years.

Mr. Argue has been a vital part of the
Orthodox Christian Mission Center since
1978, almost 20 years before it became the
pan-Orthodox organization it is today.

He was first a member of the Greek
Archdiocese Missions Committee and Mis-
sions Board and then appointed to the
new OCMC Board of Directors under the
Standing Conference of Canonical Ortho-
dox Bishop of the Americas (SCOBA).

A member of St. Demetrios Church
in Seattle, Mr. Argue has been involved in
Church life in many capacities, including
helping to found the new Holy Apostles
Church in Kenmore, Wash.

He also is secretary of the San Francis-
co Metropolis Commission for Orthodox
Missions and Evangelism and a member
of St. Herman Seminary Board of Trustees
in Kodiak, Alaska. As an officer of the U.S.
Air Force he served in Korea in 1968 and
attended St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in
Seoul. A long-time airline executive, Mr.
Argue has been a vice president of Alaska
Airlines from 1983 until his retirement in
September of last year.

Fr. Chad Hatfield, a former Episcopa-

lian missionary to South Africa, has been
an OCMC board member since the mid
1990’s.

Currently, Fr. Hatfield is the dean of
St. Herman Seminary in Kodiak, Alaska,
which trains Native Alaskans for service
in the far-flung Diocese of Alaska of the
Orthodox Church in America.

This summer he will lead a unique
OCMC Mission Team from Alaska to Gua-
temala. Prior to his role as dean, he was
the pastor of All Saints Church in Salina,
Kansas and St. Mary Magdalene Mission
in Manhattan, Kansas in the Antiochian
Orthodox Archdiocese. Fr. Hatfield has a
D.Min. degree from Pittsburgh Theologi-
cal Seminary.

Fr. Raymond Velencia of the Ortho-
dox Church in America (OCA) has been
a member of the OCMC Board since No-
vember 2000.

This is his first time as a member of
its executive committee. Before studying
for the priesthood at Holy Cross School
of Theology, Fr. Velencia was a public ac-
countant and stockbroker. He grew up in
Steelton, Pa., in a large Serbian Orthodox
family.

Fr. George Liacopulos, an OCMC
Board member for 12 years, has a Ph.D. in
Orthodox Christian Mission and Evange-
lism from Princeton Theological Seminary.
He is the author of Lights of the Modern
World - Orthodox Christian Mission and
Evangelism in the United States and is an
adjunct professor of missions and evange-
lism at both St. Vladimir and Holy Cross
Orthodox theological schools.

Fr. Liacopulos is full-time parish priest
at Holy Trinity in Egg Harbor Township,
N.J. This fall, he is the team leader for the
first-ever OCMC Mission Team to Korea.
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Parishes from Coast to Coast Bless the Waters

The annual blessing
of the waters during the
Epiphany Day,

in Babylon, New York.

The annual blessing of the waters in Port Jefferson, New York. Fr. George Matsis flings the
Cross in the waters. Stavros Spanos retrieved the Cross.

A joint celebration - Parishioners of the neighboring parishes of St. Demetrios in Merrick,
N.Y,, and St. Markella in Wantagh, gather at Wantagh Park along a bay on the south shore of
Long Island on Jan. 6 to celebrate the Blessing of the Water service. Frs. Nikiforos Fakinos of St.
Demetrios and Sarantis Loulakis of St. Markella, read the prayer service before releasing two
doves and tossing a cross into the water.Three divers, Dr. Daniel Anghel and Chris Karagiannis,
both of Merrick,and Andreas Gonias (center) of Wantagh, dived for the cross, which Dr. Anghel,
a cardiologist, retrieved from the frigid water. It marked the first time both parishes took part
in the service at the park.

The annual blessing of the waters.
in Wilmington, NC.

Greek Orthodox Church of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary of Long Beach, California
held the annual blessing of the waters (above).
The young man that retrieved the cross was
Kristopher Captanis age 15 from Long Beach.

ST.SPYRIDON Church of San Diego held its Blessing of the Wa-
ters service Jan.9 on Coronado Island,across San Diego Bay,in
rainy weather (above).The faithful of St.Spyridon, led by their
parish priest, Archimandrite Panteleimon D.Costarakis,and vis-
iting priest Fr. Peter Leventis, celebrated the service.The cross
was retrieved by Chloe Leffas-Lopes, 14, who returned it to Fr.
Panteleimon and received his blessings. At the luncheon that
followed, each diver received a silver cross to commemorate
the event. Assisting the clergy were chanter, John Kanterakis
and Alexander Khalil and the St. Spyridon choir, directed by
Katherine Loukatos-Meck.

St.Nicholas Church in Corpus Christi held its Epiphany
celebration and Blessing of the Waters service on Jan.9

at Corpus Christi bay with Fr. Stelios N. Sitaras officiating.
(left) Six young men dived for cross, which John Piperis,
son of Mr.and Mrs. George |. Piperis, successfully retrieved.
Shown with Fr.Sitaras (front row, from left) Elias Abdalla,
John Piperis and Vasilios Vassilaras. (back row) Nick Kara-
gas, Elias Vassilaras and Boutros Abdalla.




