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Constantine Deligiannis, director
and executive editor of the Orthodox
Observer the past two years, died Aug.
27 at his home after a brief illness. He
was 52.

Mr. Deligiannis had been diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer in late June.

Upon learning of his death, Arch-
bishop Spyridon issued the following
statement: �We are all deeply grieved at
the passing of Costa. He was a valuable
member of our Archdiocese family and
will be sorely missed. He performed his
duties at the Orthodox Observer with
great devotion and diligence. At this time
of their grief, our prayers and thoughts
are with his wife, Despina, and his chil-
dren. May his memory be eternal.�

A native of Athens, Greece, Mr.
Deligiannis joined the Observer in 1989 as
business manager and Greek section editor.

Before coming to the Observer, Mr.
Deligiannis was editor in chief of a
Greek-language newspaper in Astoria,
N.Y., Proini, and was vice president of
its parent company, Petallides Publish-
ing. He previously worked at another
Astoria Greek-language paper, the Na-
tional Herald, as a translator and foreign
news editor.

Mr. Deligiannis immigrated to the
United States in 1983. He was a gradu-
ate of Athens College, and also studied
at the Panteios School of Political Sci-
ence in Athens. He was a veteran of the
Greek air force. He also pursued gradu-
ate studies in journalism and media at
New York University.

Under Mr. Deligiannis, the Ob-
server became fully computerized in its
production, and increased its use of color
and frequency of publication.

He also served as Greek press of-
ficer, preparing the Greek language news
releases of the Archdiocese and dealing
with news media in Greece and Greek-
language news organizations in the
United States, and liaison to various
Greek cultural organizations.

He will be remembered at the Arch-
diocese as an outgoing, highly person-
able colleague.

Survivors include his wife, Despina
(Popi Mylopoulou), and two sons, Dimitrios
and Sergio, all of Whitestone, N.Y.

Constantine Deligiannis,
Observer Director,
Dies after Illness

Archbishop Concludes Successful Visit to Phanar

NEW YORK - The Hellenic College/Holy
Cross Corporate Board recently elected the
Very Rev. Archimandrite Damaskinos V.
Ganas, pastor of Kimisis Church in Brook-
lyn, as the institution�s new president.

The decision followed extensive inter-
views with each of the leading candidates
for the position, as considered by the Presi-
dential Search Committee, which was
headed by George Behrakis, Board of Trust-
ees treasurer.

The Corporate Board reviewed assess-
ments of each candidate, all of whom were
considered to be most worthy, capable and
excellent candidates.  The vote was unani-
mous for Archimandrite Ganas.

The new president began his duties
Aug. 15. His official installation will take
place on the Feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross, Sept. 14.

Biography: Fr. Ganas has served the

Very Rev. Ganas Chosen HC/HC President
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese for 27 years
as a devoted and most capable clergyman.
For the past 14 years, he led the Kimisis
Theotokou parish through a renaissance of
community life and an expansion of one of
the largest Greek Orthodox parochial
schools in America.

Fr. Ganas, who was born in Greece, is
a graduate of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology, having earned both the
M.Div. and the STM degrees, with special-
ization in Church and Byzantine history.

His undergraduate degree is in education
from the Teachers Pedagogical School in
Thessaloniki, and he has done post-graduate
work at the Thessaloniki Theological School.

Archimandrite Ganas brings a wealth
of administrative, pastoral and theological
talent to the presidency of Hellenic College/
Holy Cross, as well as significant fund-rais-
ing experience.

NEW YORK -
Archbishop Spyridon,
who serves as the
chairman of the Na-
tional Philoptochos
Board, has appointed
Evanthea (Eve) N.
Condakes to succeed
Mimi C. Skandalakis as

Evanthea Condakes
Named Philoptochos
National President

See CONDAKES on page 6

NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyridon con-
cluded several days of extensive meetings
at the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Aug. 28 to
Sept. 2, in conjunction with the Fourth Bi-
ennial Assembly (Synaxis), convened upon
the invitation and under the presidency of
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew.

Throughout the week, in addition to
attending the many meetings of the Synaxis
(Convocation) of Ruling Hierarchs of the
Ecumenical Throne, Archbishop Spyridon
led a group of 100 Archons of the Ecumeni-
cal Throne in their pilgrimage to Constan-
tinople.

The Archbishop held private meetings
with Patriarch Bartholomew and with the
Committee for the Eparchies of the Throne,
which is chaired by His Eminence Metro-
politan Joachim of Chalcedon.  Comment-
ing on these meetings, Archbishop Spyridon
remarked:

�I had a wonderful meeting with the
spiritual father of Orthodoxy, His All Holi-
ness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.  In
addition, my meeting with the Committee
for the Eparchies of the Throne was very
constructive and positive.�

The Archbishop returned to the United
States on Sept. 2.

Archbishop Spyridon joined some 75

ruling hierarchs of the Ecumenical Throne
from around the world for the Synaxis, which
opened with an address by His All Holiness
followed by a response on behalf of the hi-
erarchy and discussion of the main theme
of the Assembly: � The Full Awareness of
Being Orthodox.�

On Tuesday, Sept. 1, following the Di-

vine Liturgy at the Patriarchal Church of St.
George, His All Holiness, followed by the
hierarchs, in impressive and centuries old
tradition, signed the Act of the New Indic-
tion  marking the beginning of the Ecclesi-
astical New Year.

See VISIT on page 3

The Archdiocese maintains a mailing
list containing the names and addresses
of the faithful. The mailing list is confiden-
tial and proprietary property of the Arch-
diocese. The mailing list has never been
sold and its only authorized use has been
for mailing of the Orthodox Observer and
an annual solicitation for Orthodox mis-
sions. No other use of the mailing list has
been authorized.

During the last several weeks, the
Archdiocese has received numerous
phone calls, letters, faxes and e-mails
from members of the faithful concern-
ing the receipt of a newspaper that was
not published by the Archdiocese and
which many believed to be unsolicited
and offensive. Please know that the Arch-
diocese has not authorized the use of its
mailing list for any newspaper or news-
letter other than the Orthodox Observer.

Archdiocese�s Mailing List
is Confidential

the new National Philoptochos President for
the years 1998 - 2000.  Mrs. Skandalakis
has completed the maximum of two two-

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew welcomes Archbishop Spyridon to Constantinople
for the Biennial Synaxis of Bishops.             (D.Panagos photo)

NEW YORK � Among the
passengers who died on board
Swissair Flight 111 that crashed
off the Nova Scotia coast on
Sept. 2 was Nikos Kefalidis, a
long-time Archdiocesan Coun-
cil member, vice president of
the Holy Trinity Archdiocesan
Cathedral board, and a promi-
nent Manhattan real estate and
construction firm owner. He
was 55.

Mr. Kefalidis was on his
way to Constantinople to at-
tend a wedding, and to visit Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew.

Mr. Kefalidis also was a member of Lead-
ership 100 Endowment Fund, and over the
years had provided strong support to many
Archdiocese programs and projects.

Nikos Kefalidis Dies in Swissair Crash
Upon learning of the

tragedy, Archbishop Spyridon
expressed his condolences to
the family.

�I am deeply saddened
by the loss of such a valued
friend and co-worker,� His
Eminence said. �Niko�s com-
mitment to his faith, his de-
votion to his family, his love
of life and love for his fellow
man will be truly missed by
our entire Greek Orthodox
family. On behalf of all the
families of our Archdiocese, I

express to his wife, Laurie, their beloved chil-
dren, Melanie, Elias and Marisa, his parents,
sister, brother, nephews and nieces, friends
and co-workers our heartfelt condolences and
fervent prayers.�

Nikos Kefalidis
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More than 275 young people and
staff spent part of their summer at Ionian
Village, participating in tours of Greece
and the Patriarchate, and taking part in
many activities in the Village itself.

Among the sites the various groups
visited included Zakinthos, where they
saw the remains of St. Dionysios; Patras,
where they viewed the relics of St. An-
drew; Aegina and the relics of St.
Nectarios.

IONIAN VILLAGERS and staff members with Patriarch Bartholomew in the courtyard
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.    (N. Manginas photo)

Ionian Village Has Successful Season
Other stops included Hydra, Poros,

the Acropolis, Sounion, Olympia and
Delphi.

Young people in the Byzantine Ven-
ture and Spiritual Odyssey programs trav-
eled to Constantinople for three days
where they had an audience with Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew, and vis-
ited the Patriarchate, St. Sophia, Halki,
Zoodochos Peghe Monastery and other
sites.

NEW YORK � The Very Rev.
Archimandrite John A. Heropoulos will com-
plete his assignment as director of the Of-
fice of the Archbishop on Oct. 1 to pursue a
six-month continuing education program
both in the U.S. and abroad.

Father Heropoulos has served in this
capacity since Aug. 5, 1996, when he ar-
rived in Venice, Italy, to assist in the transi-
tion of the newly-elected Archbishop
Spyridon.

Before serving as director of the Office
of the Archbishop, Fr. Heropoulos was pas-
tor of St. Paraskevi Church in Greenlawn,
N.Y.

Fr. Heropoulos to Leave Archdiocese Post
Previously, he served as an assistant

priest at St. Nicholas Church in Flushing,
N.Y., and as deacon to Archbishop Iakovos
for five years.

In granting Fr. Heropoulos leave from
his current assignment and in anticipation
of his future service to the Archdiocese,
Archbishop Spyridon commented: �The
entire Archdiocese should be grateful for the
sacrificial labors of Father John over these
past two years.  His experience and energy
have been of tremendous benefit to the
Church.  In the future, after a brief leave for
further study, I look forward to his even
greater service to the Archdiocese.�

Brookline, Mass. - The first publication
of the Annual Resource Companion (ARC),
a guide developed to advance the Church�s
comprehensive educational vision, is now
available from the Department of Religious
Education.

The ARC contains 163 pages of insight-
ful essays written by Archdiocesan metro-
politans, clergy, seminarians and other Or-

Religious Education Department
Publishes Resource Companion

By Fr. Frank Marangos

thodox authors. It is the first annual Ortho-
dox Catechetical Resource Guide of its kind
containing educational articles for clergy,
church leaders, religious educators, youth
workers, parents and students.

Theme of this first publication is �The
Liturgical Year� and includes articles con-
cerning liturgical theology, prayer, worship
and liturgical instruction.

The 1999 St. John Chrysostom Oratori-
cal Festival topics, speaker topic tips and
bibliography are also included.

Each year, another catechetical volume
will be published focusing on a different
aspect of Orthodox spiritual life, enabling
the Archdiocese to establish an encyclope-
dic anthology of Orthodox catechetics.

The Religious Education Department
provides other materials and services to the
parishes and dioceses to enhance their in-
dividual programs. It also supplies cateche-
tical resources to individuals, organizations,
military bases, ecumenical groups, and over-
seas parishes to advance the spiritual ad-
monition to �Grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ�
(2 Peter 3:18).

The department enthusiastically accepts
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon�s chal-
lenge to develop catechetical resources for
Orthodox faithful of all ages.

As such, a new educational paradigm
has been adopted for program and resource
development sensitive to the �total parish�s�
catechetical needs.

A pedagogical agenda is being advanced
to assist Orthodox Christians of all ages to
better understand the Church�s liturgical,
scriptural, theological, canonical and ethi-
cal foundation.

Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos, director of the
Department of Religious Education, serves as
editor of  The ARC, a resource for religious
educators, clergy, church leaders, youth work-
ers, parents and students. The ARC can be
purchased for $5, plus postage and handling,
from the Department of Religious Education
at (800) 566-1088.

Fr. Martin Ritsi has been named the
new executive director of the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (OCMC) in St.
Augustine.

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon,
chairman of the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in America
(SCOBA), announced the appointment of
Fr. Ritsi, who has just returned from six
years of missionary service in Albania.

The OCMC board executive commit-
tee confirmed the appointment and ex-
pressed gratitude to Archbishop Spyridon
for this fortuitous choice, which will en-
able the OCMC to continue its worldwide
outreach under very capable leadership.

His Grace Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos,
the OCMC executive director for the first
13 years of its existence, was elevated to
the episcopacy on May 31. He has assumed
new responsibilities as an assistant to Arch-
bishop Spyridon, in New York.

Bishop Dimitrios was elated with ap-
pointment of Fr. Martin as his successor at
the Mission Center.

Fr. Martin, Presbytera Renee and their
children, Stephanos (12) and Nicole (11)
are now living in St. Augustine. Prior to their
six years in Albania, the Ritsi Family served
3½ years in Kenya, East Africa, where his
assignment included teaching at the
Makarios Seminary in Nairobi, Kenya; serv-

New OCMC Director Appointed
ing as the parish priest of the Ss. Anargyroi
Cathedral; overseeing the Archdiocese fi-
nances; and traveling throughout Kenya,
Uganda and Tanzania, preaching, teaching
and baptizing.

While in Albania the Ritsi family
worked under Archbishop Anastasios to
help re-open the Orthodox Church that had
been persecuted for decades. During this
time Fr. Martin was active in catechizing
and baptizing hundreds of adults, opening
the Orthodox Youth group, creating and
overseeing the Church�s office of relief aid
and development (Diaconia Agape), in ad-
dition to teaching at the Ngjallja seminary,
overseeing the Church finances.

Fr. Martin is a 1987 graduate of Holy
Cross School of Theology, where he re-
ceived a Masters of Divinity degree. He later
obtained a Masters of Theology degree from
the Fuller School of World Missions in Pasa-
dena, Calif., with a thesis on �The Forgotten
Kingdom: A History of Albania with Appli-
cations for Evangelism Today.�

During this period, Fr. Ritsi served part-
time at the St. Paul Church in Irvine, Calif.,
and also traveled for the OCMC lecturing
on missions throughout the United States.
He completed undergraduate studies at the
University of California in Santa Cruz. Fr.
Martin and Presbytera Renee are natives
of California.

ORLANDO, Fla. � The following clergy-
men have been elected unanimously to a two-
year term on the Archdiocese Presbyters
Council of the National Clergy Association:

Fr. Chris Kerhulas, St. Basil Church,
Chicago, president; Fr. Peter Salmas, Holy
Cross Church, Belmont, Calif., vice presi-
dent; Fr. George Matsis, Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral, Toledo, secretary; and Fr. Nicholas
G. Bacalis, Sts. Constantine and Helen Ca-
thedral, Richmond, Va.

New Presbyters Council
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Archbishop Spyridon recently ap-
pointed two youth directors for the  Arch-
diocese District and Detroit Diocese.

George Hazlaris, a recent graduate of
Holy Cross School of Theology, is the new
Archdiocese District youth director. He
began his ministry on Aug. 15.

George Pappas, also a graduate of Holy
Cross, will be the new youth director for
the Detroit Diocese, beginning Sept. 15.
He as spent the last two years serving Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew at the Pa-
triarchate.

New Diocese Youth
Directors Named
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CLERGY  UPDATE
Ordinations

To Priesthood:
Rev. Presbyter Stavros Akrotirianakis,

Archbishop Spyridon-Holy Cross Chapel,
Brookline, MA - 05/15/98

Rev. Presbyter Demetrios Moraitis,
Archbishop Spyridon-Holy Cross Chapel,
Brookline, MA 05/16/98

Rev. Presbyter John Katsoulis,  Arch-
bishop Spyridon - Zoodohos Peghe,
Bronx, NY June 28, 1998

To Diaconate:
Rev. Deacon Demetrios E. Tonias,

Archbishop Spyridon-Holy Cross Chapel,
Brookline, MA -05/17/98

Rev. Deacon Brian Sietsema, Arch-
bishop Spyridon-Holy Cross Chapel,
Brookline, MA 05/17/98

Rev. Deacon Earl James Cantos, Jr.,
Archbishop Spyridon-St. Sophia Cathe-
dral, Los Angeles, CA-06/07/98

Assignments

Rev. Protopresbyter Alexander
Karloutsos, Kimisis Tis Theotokou,
Southhampton, NY- 06/01/98

Rev. Presbyter Stavros Akrotirianakis-
St. Nicholas, Enfield, CT - 06/15/98

Very Rev. Archimandrite Chry-
santhos Zois-St. John the Baptist Church,
New York, NY- June 15, 1998

Rev. Presbyter Anastasios Garaboa ,
St. Spyridon Church - New York, NY - June
15, 1998

Rev. Presbyter Dimitrios Moraitis,
Assistant - St. Demetrios Church, Chi-
cago, Ill - July 1, 1998

Rev. Presbyter John Katsoulis, Assis-
tant - St. Nicholas Cathedral, Tarpon
Springs, Fl - Aug. 1, 1998

Rev. Deacon Paul Keriotis, Assistant
- St. Nicholas Church, Flushing, NY - Au-
gust 1, 1998

Rev. Presbyter Martin Ritsi, Executive
Director-Orthodox Christian Mission
Center, St. Augustine, Fl - August 1, 1998

Offikia

The office of ECONOMOS was be-
stowed upon Father George Orfanakos -
04/23/98

The office of ARCHIMANDRITE was
bestowed on Father Joakim Cotsonis - 05/
16/98

New Parish formed

DIOCESE OF CHICAGO: Greek Or-
thodox Church of the Ascension of our
Lord - Lincolnshire, IL

NEW YORK � Archbishop Spyridon co-
chaired this year�s session of the Lutheran-
Orthodox Joint Commission Dialogue in
Sigtuna, Sweden, from July 31-Aug. 8.  He
was accompanied by the Very Rev. Archi-
mandrite John Heropoulos.

Thirty-five renowned Orthodox and
Lutheran theologians gathered in the
Sigtunastiftelsen Conference Center to discuss
the doctrines of �Grace, Justification and Syn-
ergy�.  Professor Bruce Marshall of Northfield,
Minn., presented a paper titled, �Salvation as
Justification and Deification� and Professor
Vlassios Phidas of Athens, Greece, presented
a paper titled, �Synergy and Salvation.�

Both professors were the major pre-
senters of the Joint Commission.

Joining Archbishop Spyridon, who also
represented the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
was the Orthodox delegation that included:
Metropolitan Gennadios of Sassima, repre-
senting the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the
Church of Albania; Professor Basil Anagno-
stopoulos of the Patriarchate of Alexandria;
Albert Laham of the Patriarchate of Antioch;
Professor Alexy Osipov of the Patriarchate

Archbishop Leads Lutheran-
Orthodox Dialogue in Sweden

of Moscow; Bishop Dr. Irenej of Backa of
the Patriarchate of Serbia; Rev. Dr. Viorel
Ionita of the Patriarchate of Romania; Bishop
George of Chkhondidi of the Patriarchate of
Georgia;  Metropolitan Chrysanthos of the
Church of Cyprus; V. Rev. Dr. John
Romanides of the Church of Greece; Rev.
Dr. Jersy Tofiluk of the Church of Poland;
Bishop Dr. Chrystoforos of Moravia of the
Church of Czechlands and Slovakia;
Protopresbyter Rovasti Olavi Merras of the
Church of Finland and Professor Totiu Koev
of the Church of Bulgaria.

Co-Chair Bishop Dr. William Lazareth
of Princeton, N.J.,  lead the Lutheran del-
egation which included: Dr. Anna Marie
Aagaard of Denmark; Rev. Dr. Ruth Albrech
of Germany; Rt. Rev. Dr. Lark Eckerdal of
Sweden; Dr. Karl Christian Felmy of Ger-
many; Rt. Rev. Dr. Gnanabharanam Johnson
of India; Rt. Rev. D. Georg Kretschmar of
Russia; Dr. Bruce Marshall of Northfield,
Minn.; Rev. Dr. Toomas Paul of Estonia; Rev.
Dr. Hermann Pitters of Romania; Rev.
Tasgara Hirpo of Germany; and Rt. Rev. Dr.
Kalevi Toiviainen of Finland.

NEW YORK� Archbishop Spyridon
sent a letter to the President Clinton on July
17 asking him to make every effort to move
the deadlocked parties towards a just settle-
ment for the people of the Republic of
Cyprus.

The letter implored the American
leader to do everything that he could to find
a way toward solving the impasse between
the Republic of Cyprus and Turkey.

The text of the letter, which follows,
called the President �a fair and just man.�
Based upon this personal observation by
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, he
asked the American leader to seek to �pre-
vail against the forces of darkness and op-
pression.� He continued by saying that: �It
may be that you are the only hope left, as
the political leader of the United States, the
standard bearer for democracy and human
rights in the world. Please do not forget
the people of Cyprus.�

Archbishop Spyridon also sent his of-
ficial representative, Archdiocese Chancel-

His Eminence Asks President
to Help Break Cyprus Deadlock

lor Fr. George Passias, to the New York City
Council�s commemoration of the invasion
on July 15.

Council Speaker Peter Vallone issued
a proclamation on the occasion of the an-
niversary of the invasion. In that message
from the Archbishop, the Chancellor con-
veyed the feelings of His Eminence saying:
�We are painfully aware of how the poli-
tics of accommodation can all to easily di-
minish the painful truth of human suffer-
ing and injustice.� Praising the City�s ef-
forts to keep the 24 year old occupation of
the northern half of the island alive in the
memory of the American people, the Chan-
cellor said: �Today we pray for Cyprus�
release from occupation and the liberation
of her people. We do so with the names of
many nations and places upon our hearts,
that justice and mercy and peace may be a
water of regeneration for all humanity.�

The complete text of His Eminence�s
letter to the President follows.

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C.

17 July 1998

Dear President Clinton,

I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. I trust that the summer affords you
some time to enjoy your lovely family. Please
convey my regards to Hillary and to Chelsea.

I write to you on the anniversary of a
bitter day in the life of our community. There
is not a Greek American who does not re-
member with pain and sadness the invasion
of the Republic of Cyprus by Turkish forces
on the 20th of July, 1974. This violent act
that shattered a nation and exacerbated the
animosities between the Turkish State and
the Republic of Greece continue to affect the
well being of both nations as well as the Eu-
ropean Union. It has been twenty-four years.

Despite the good will of many individu-
als, there seems to be no solution in sight.
We discern no movement that might cause
us to rejoice that our thirst for basic human
rights may be quenched by the waters of
righteous action on behalf of freedom. My
heart and the hearts of  our faithful are heavy
with sorrow on behalf  of  the people of
Cyprus.

I know from my personal contact with
you that you are a fair and just man. I want
you to know that I earnestly pray for the en-
lightenment of all whose hearts have been
hardened to the voice of Cyprus� long suf-
fering division. I pray that your powerful
office and reputation for fairness may pre-
vail against the forces of darkness and op-
pression. It may be that you are the only hope
left, as the political leader of the United
States, the standard bearer for democracy
and human rights in the world. Please do not
forget the people of Cyprus.

I hope and pray that the Lord might
grant you a moment of peace filled joy and
rest with your family in summer�s bright
light. May God grant you, your family and
the nation His abundant blessings. I remain
your humble supplicant before the Lord.

Sincerely,

ÿ Archbishop SPYRIDON
Primate of the Greek Orthodox
Church of America
and Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarch

In addition, the day also has been set
aside by the Ecumenical Patriarchate as one
of prayers for the preservation and protec-
tion of the natural environment which is
observed by all sister Orthodox Churches
in the world.

Archons pilgrimage
Under the leadership of His Eminence,

the Order of St. Andrew sponsored a major
pilgrimage to the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
Over 100 Archons and their families trav-
eled to the Phanar, the center of world Or-
thodoxy, in a massive public demonstration
of love, devotion, fidelity and profound re-
spect to the Ecumenical Throne.  This mo-
mentous journey constitutes the largest pil-
grimage of Greek Orthodox faithful from the
Holy Archdiocese of America ever to travel
to the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, national
commander of the Order, reported that,
�The Archons traveled to Constantinople to
personally convey to our spiritual father,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, the
270th successor to the Apostle Andrew, that
we in America wholeheartedly endorse his
message of spiritual revival, Orthodox unity,
Christian reconciliation, protection of the
environment and a world united in peace,
justice, solidarity and love.�

During their stay, the Archons held a
banquet that included an address by Arch-
bishop Spyridon.

His Eminence told them, in part, �As
Archons of the Ecumenical Throne we find
ourselves in the midst of a pilgrimage to this

venerable and ancient See of
Constantinople, the See of the Ecumenical
Councils, the See of St. John Chrysostom
and the other great Patriarchs of the past
and present. We do so in great amazement
at the rich spiritual legacy bequeathed to us
by the past, yet trembling at the knowledge
that it is our responsibility to hand down
this legacy intact to future generations of
Faithful. We do so with great humility, know-
ing that while it is our duty to defend and
support the Ecumenical Patriarchate, we re-
ceive honor as Archons solely from the
prayers of the Bishops and Patriarchs who,
since the first century, have occupied this
Throne of St. Andrew.

�...As Americans, we find ourselves the
beneficiaries of many freedoms, particularly
religious liberty, and we cherish these free-
doms. We do so knowing particularly that
the peace in which we exercise these free-
doms is increasingly threatened by world-
wide terrorism. We do so, taking for our
model His All Holiness who shows us in his
person and in his actions what true freedom
is, and what true peace is, when they are
rooted in God.�

Note: We regret that during the pilgrim-
age of His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
and the Archons to Constantinople, a few
false and misleading rumors regarding the
tenure of His Eminence were circulated on
the Internet and reported in both the Greek
American and secular press. The Archdio-
cese and the Ecumenical Patriarchate un-
equivocally deny these rumors both in writ-
ing and via oral statements.

from page 1
Successful Visit to Phanar

Bishop Dimitrios Assumes New Duties at Archdiocese
NEW YORK �  Bishop Dimitrios (Couchell) of Xanthos,

elevated to the episcopacy on May 31 in Philadelphia, has
assumed several new responsibilities at Archdiocese head-
quarters as of Sept. 1.

His Grace will serve as liaison to International Ortho-
dox Christian Charities and the Orthodox Christian Mis-
sion Center (OCMC). He also will have responsibility for
the Ecumenical Affairs Office, the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in America (SCOBA) and Home
Missions.

A native of Greenville, S.C., the bishop attended North-
western University and graduated in 1963 from Holy Cross
School of Theology.

He began working at the Archdiocese in 1964, initiat-
ing the campus ministry program. He later served as ex-
ecutive secretary of the Campus Commission of SCOBA, SYNDESMOS president and,
from 1971-81, as English editor of the Orthodox Observer.

Since 1981, he served at the OCMC and became its executive director in 1984.
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The following are summaries of the
committee reports approved at the plenary
sessions of the 34th Clergy-Laity Congress
in Orlando, Fla., on July 6-7.

Finance
Finance Committee members submit-

ted Archdiocese budgets of $11 million and
$12 million for the next two fiscal years.

The committee�s report also discussed

A Summary of Reports Approved by the 34th Clergy-Laity Congress
34th CLERGY � LAITY CONGRESS

ORLANDO, Fla. � The National Sis-
terhood of Presvyteres hosted a number
events during the 34th Clergy-Laity Con-
gress in July, according to information from
Presbytera Margaret Orfanakos, Sister-
hood president.

One highlight was a luncheon honor-
ing all widowed and retired Presbyteres
held at the California Grill at Contempo-
rary Hotel. His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon and His Grace Bishop Alexios
joined the 153 presbyteres who gathered
for fellowship and to acknowledge the
dedication and commitment of their sister
presbyteres.

In her remarks welcoming His Emi-
nence, Presbytera Orfanakos said that his
presence �recognizes the presbytera for
the person she is and for the diverse tal-
ents she has.�

She also spoke of how the presbyteres
of the 1940s and early �50s are the �un-
sung heroines who adhered to, sometimes
with great difficulty, the physical and emo-
tional demands that parish life places on
the entire priest�s family� and that �their
perseverance and the gradual realization
that there is �no one rule to follow� had
made it easier for the Presbyteres which
followed them.�

Past presidents of the Sisterhood -
Presbyteres Elaine Stephanides, Mary
Scoulas, Ellie Dogias and Goldie Doukas, also
were honored for their years of service.

Archbishop Spyridon, in his com-
ments to the Presbyteres, spoke of how
�the transforming power of the Holy Spirit
affected you, as well as your husbands, for
you are truly one in Christ. But less obvi-
ous and perhaps more difficult to express,
is how the relationship that you have be-
tween the three of you, Presbyter,
Presbytera and Christ, mirrors the unity of
the Holy Trinity. You become living icons
of the mystical relationship within the Holy
Trinity for all whom you touch, for all who
see you as examples of moral and ethical
guidance in a confusing and doubting era.�

Each honoree was then presented
with a Guardian Angel Icon by His Emi-
nence, assisted by Presbytera Elaine
Gigicos, Chairperson of the luncheon and

EXECUTIVE BOARD members with Archbishop Spyridon, (l to r) Dora Chelpon, treasurer;
Angie Constantinides, vice president; Margaret Orfanakos, president; and Mariann
Mantzouris, secretary.

See SUMMARY on p. 12

National Sisterhood Has Full Program
Presbytera Orfanakos.

On Tuesday morning a panel discus-
sion entitled The Clergy Family: Personal
Reflections of Their Children was spon-
sored by the Archdiocesan Presbyters�
Council and the National Sisterhood of
Presvyteres.

Panel members who shared their ex-
periences were Demetria Doukas, Matia
Magoulias, the Rev. Peter Karloutsos, Dr.
Anthony Limberakis and Dr. Lydia Volaitis.
Those in attendance were clearly moved
by the open and candid remarks made by
the panelist.

A clergy-family dinner, hosted by
Archbishop Spyridon, was held on Tues-
day evening. Entertainment was provided
by the children of the clergy families who
learned the words to a new song entitled,
One Faith, One Family, written especially
for the Clergy-Laity Congress by Alexander
Constantine.

Wednesday and Thursday were de-
voted to business meetings, as well as
awareness sessions that addressed particu-
lar needs of the clergy family. Topics
ranged from Raising Happy �P.K.�s,� to the
Stages of Our Life, Health and Fitness,
Clergy Family Relocation to Dual Careers,
Living the Sacrament of Marriage and the
Power of Forgiveness.

As a support group one another, the
Sisterhood, continues to look for additional
ways for interaction. In pursuit of this goal,
a pamphlet entitled, Food for Thought for
New Presvyteres will soon be available for
new clergy couples or a couple where the
husband is contemplating ordination. Its
purpose is to promote discussion between
the couple on the subject of the Holy
Priesthood and the life they will share to-
gether as a married couple.

In addition to the pamphlet, the Sis-
terhood discussed and adopted additional
methods for outreach. Before adjourn-
ment, elections were held for new diocese
representatives to the Sisterhood National
Board and the following executive officers
were elected to a second term: President-
Margaret Orfanakos, Vice President-Angie
Constantinides, Secretary-Mariann Man-
tzouris, and Treasurer-Dora Chelpon.

the 1997 audited financial statement by
BDO Seidman LLP  with recommendations.

An overview of Financial Performance
for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America was presented by the acting finance
director George Chelpon.

BDO�s 10 recommendations called for
the creation of an internal audit department,
clarification of terms of donations, custody

funds and other cash receipts of future
funds, installing new computer software
unique to �Not-for-Profit� accounting, add-
ing professional accountants to the existing
staff, closing books periodically before the
year end close, operating the Archdiocese
more like a business (for profit), periodic
analysis of actual results vs. budget, reduc-
ing the amount of checks made payable to
�petty cash,� review of check signing pro-
cedures, and conducting employee evalua-
tion and educational seminars.

Along with the 10 recommendations,
an amendment was accepted stating that
when budgetary information is to be con-
sidered, e.g., by the Executive committee,
Archdiocesan Council, or Clergy-Laity Con-
gress, that it be accompanied by a written
explanation of the reasons for the changes,
and also of the budgets of each department
covered, to show how these monies are
being allocated.

Administration
Committee members discussed allow-

ing discussion of agenda items not previ-
ously submitted through Diocesan Clergy
Laity congresses.

Resolutions had been placed introduc-
ing items not submitted for consideration
by the diocese congresses and that did not
follow proper policy and procedure. The
Committee voted to accept only matters
brought through procedures set up by the
UPR.

The following recommendations were
approved:

a) that the Archdiocese charter be re-
vised and the dioceses be raised to the sta-
tus of metropolitanates. (Submitted by the
dioceses of Boston and Pittsburgh)

b)Dioceses are to collect financial sup-
port from the parishes and then send an al-
location to the Archdiocese.

Fr. George Dragas pointed out that
these very items had already been submit-
ted to the Patriarch. He informed the com-
mittee that since these were canonical mat-
ters the Patriarchate had ruled that the Clergy
Laity Congress could not ask for such
changes. He explained the canons that state
this and then read an expert opinion by a
canonist (Vlassios Phidas Professor of Eccle-
siastical and Byzantine History at the Theo-
logical School of the University of Athens)
as to why this could not be done.

The UPR and Church charter clearly
state that �matters of dogmatic and canoni-
cal issues are not within the realm of the
Clergy Laity Congress to address.�

After much discussion the Committee
passed the following motion: That the 1998
Clergy Laity Congress of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America having deter-
mined that the need for the revision of the
Charter has arisen, hereby proposes that:
Pursuant to Article XXIV of the Charter (Note
XXIV of the Charter) provides: �The charter
herein may be revised upon the request of
the Archdiocesan Clergy Laity Congress as
the need arises. Revisions hereto shall be
submitted to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for
approval and ratification.�

The Clergy Laity Congress hereby di-
rects that the resolution be submitted to the
Charter Committee recently appointed by
Archbishop Sypridon. The resolutions pro-
posed and amended are to be referred to
the Charter Committee and their revisions
are to be given to the Eparchial Synod for
approval. Subsequently the Charter recom-
mendations will be submitted to the
Archdiocesan Council. After review by the
Archdiocesan Council the recommendations
will be submitted to the next Clergy Laity
Congress for approval.

Upon approval by the Clergy Laity Con-
gress, they must be submitted to the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate for final approval.

A second proposed recommendation
regarding the allocation of funds from the
dioceses to the Archdiocese was referred to
the Finance Committee for consideration.

The Administration Committee report
was amended by the plenary session as fol-
lows: �The Charter committee should in-
clude diocesan representation; two from
each diocese, one clergyman and one lay
person.�

Legal Committee
Legal Committee report noted that the

Archdiocese has authorized the purchase of
a diocesan summer camp  and conference
center of the Boston Diocese for $1,080,000.
The camp sits on a 278-acre site near Con-
cord, N.H. A short-term loan for $750,000
to finance the purchase was also authorized.
The loan is to be repaid within a year from
Diocese fund-raising efforts.

The Committee discussed the new
sexual misconduct policy of the Archdiocese
and clergy malpractice insurance, and ap-
proved the following:

� a resolution regarding the sharing of
restitution of $245,926.13 from a former
employee of the Philoptochos Society.

� a resolution recommending that Hel-
lenic College/Holy Cross release the full re-
port of the visiting team of the accrediting
agencies as encouraged in a June 19 letter
from the New England Association of
Schools and Colleges.

� that all persons who provide legal ser-
vices to the Archdiocese or who represent
the Archdiocese in a legal capacity have pro-
fessional liability insurance.

� that any financial arrangement with
an Archdiocesan Council member be dis-
closed to and approved in advance to the
Executive Committee and reported to the
Council.

� that the person serving as general
counsel shall not be appointed as chairman
of any committee other than the Legal Com-
mittee.

� that the Ecumenical Patriarchate ap-
prove and ratify the 1994 and 1996 Clergy-
Laity resolutions and changes.

� that a legal office of the Archdiocese
be created and funded.

� that the Archdiocese notify its direc-
tors� and officers� liability carriers of the loss
of $139,500 in connection with the abandoned
purchase of real estate in Harrison, N.Y.

Stewardship
Stewardship Committee members ap-

proved recommendations that Boston Dio-
cese Clergy-Laity Conference delegates re-
solve that every parish in the Diocese cur-
rently not on the Stewardship program con-
sider and implement such a program. The
Diocese stands ready to assist and provide
the necessary resources so that this goal is
met by every community in New England
within the next two years.

As a result of discussing the above rec-
ommendation, a motion was made that all
dioceses immediately have in place a stew-
ardship committee to assist all �member-
ship dues� parishes to convert to full Stew-
ardship within two years.

Strategic Planning Committee
(The Strategic Planning Committee Re-

port was adopted in concept, though no fi-
nancial backing for its implementation was
appropriated).

The Committee reviewed the status of
Strategic Planning in the Archdiocese and
its institutions and parishes. It defined Stra-
tegic Planning as the process by which goals
and objectives are developed and imple-
mented in support of an agreed upon vision
embraced by all constituent parts of the
Archdiocese.
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This summer, family and friends of
campers at various Archdiocesan and Di-
ocesan summer camp programs received
a special treat. Each day, these family and
friends were able to sit down in front of a
computer, connect to the Archdiocese of
America web site, and follow each day�s
camp events via the Internet.

The daily updates included digital pho-
tographs and a narrative of each day�s
events.  Campers were also able to receive
e-mail messages while at camp via each
camp�s e-mail address.

The camping programs which were
available on the Internet were: The Arch-
diocese of America�s Ionian Village; Dio-

Archdiocese Camping Programs
Hike onto the Internet

years now.  The benefits are literally innu-
merable.  Not only do parents love the daily
updates, but our campers are thrilled to see
themselves and their friends in the archived
pictures months and even years following
the camp experience.  We are blessed that
our Archdiocese is now utilizing the latest
technology in order to more efficiently
reach out to the faithful across the nation
and around the world.�

The same results were experienced at
St. Stephen�s camp in the Atlanta Diocese.

�A great deal of gratitude is due His
Eminence Archbishop Spyridon for his guid-
ance and strong endorsement of the use of
the Internet in promoting various ministries
throughout the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America,� said Fr. Michael Eccarino,
director of Youth and Young Adult Minis-
tries for the Diocese of Atlanta. �The St.
Stephen Camp Diakonia of the Diocese of
Atlanta is a prime example.  Following in
the footsteps of Fr. Ted Barbas and the BDC
Camp, this year St. Stephen Summer Camp
went on line providing the opportunity for
real �community� to be experienced
throughout the Diocese of Atlanta. Parishes
and families joined together in sharing the
Orthodox camping experience with all the
campers in Hendersonville, NC via the
Internet. The Diocese of Atlanta will soon
produce and distribute the first CD of St.
Stephen Summer Camp 1998 � �The

ceses of Atlanta�s St. Stephen Camp, Bos-
ton Diocese Camp, and the Denver
Diocese�s OCYC Camp.

The Ionian Village and Boston Diocese
Camp web sites also featured an online
video about the camping program.

During July and August, thousands of
individuals from across the country and
from overseas connected to each camping
program�s World Wide Web site on the
Internet to follow the day�s events or send
e-mail to campers and staff. Well over 100
e-mails per week were received by most
of the camping programs.

The diocesan camp directors have
embraced this new ministry model as a key
part of their camping ministry.  Comment-
ing on the results of this initiative, Father
Ted Barbas, the Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministries of the Diocese of
Boston said, �Giving the parents of our
campers the ability to log onto the web and
see daily updates, photos, descriptions of
activities, and interviews of our campers
has been the most exciting and beneficial
innovation in years.  Our Boston Diocese
Camp has been live on the Internet for three

first developed by Internet Ministries in
1996 and has been prototyped at the Dio-
cese of Boston Camp for the past two years
with great success.

This past May, at the national youth
directors� meeting in San Francisco, the
Department of Internet Ministries con-
ducted training sessions with all the dioc-
esan youth and young adult directors on
how to place their diocesan camping pro-
grams on the Internet.

The web site addresses of Arch-
diocesan Camping programs, which pro-
vided daily updates via the Internet, are
listed below:
Ionian Village (Archdiocese of America)
http://www.goarch.org/goa/departments/
ionianvillage
St. Stephen�s Camp (Atlanta Diocese)
http://ww2.goarch.org/goa/atlanta/camp98
Boston Diocese Camp (Diocese of Bos-
ton) http://www.goarch.org/access/bdc
OCYC Camp (Denver Diocese) http://
www.godenverdiocese.org/youth/ocyc/live

  The Archdiocese of America may be found
on the Internet at: http://www.goarch.org.

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

KIMISIS TIS THEOTOKOU
ODYSSEY GRAPHICS
C/R POSTV-SHOOT TO FILM

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ ÅÈÍÉÊÏÕ ÌÅÔÁÖÏÑÅÁ

ÃÉÁ ÁÍÁ×ÙÑÇÓÅÉÓ  ÁÐÏ 1 ÓÅÐÔEMÂÑÉÏÕ ÅÙÓ 31 ÏÊÔÙÂÑÉÏÕ 1998
ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

329$
ÁÐËÇÓ ÄÉÁÄÑÏÌÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax 685$
ÌÅÔ� ÅÐÉÓÔÑÏÖÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ

$762 BOSTON, PHILADELPHIA
$794 WASHINGTON, BALTIMORE
$830 CLEVELAND, DETROIT
$839 FT. LAUDERDALE, MIAMI
$857 CHARLOTTE, RALEIGH DURHAM
$864 DALLAS, HOUSTON
$880 ORLANDO, TAMPA, W. PALM BEACH, MINNEAPOLIS
$931 LOS ANGELES, SEATTLE, SAN FRANCISCO
$944 SALT LAKE CITY

Two sections of the Archdiocese of
America web site have been selected by
Links2Go (http://www.links2go) for the
Links2Go Key Resource Award.  According
to Links2Go, fewer than one web page in
one thousand will ever be selected for this
award.

The web pages selected for this award
are the Archdiocese of America�s web site
on the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople (http://www.patriarchate.org) and the
Archdiocese of America�s Lives of the Saints
Daily Calendar (http://www.goarch.org/ac-

Archdiocese Web Site Selected for Award
cess/calendar).

The Links2Go Key Resource Award is
but one of many Internet awards bestowed
on the Archdiocese of America web site
over the past two years.  Other awards won
by the Archdiocese of America web site
include a four-star gold site award by
�NetGuide� Magazine, LookSmart�s
Editor�s Choice award, and the site of the
week by GoGreece among others.

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America web site may be found on the
Internet at: http://www.goarch.org.

Miracles of Our Lord -
Extreme Experiences.�
Over 300 color pic-
tures of the camper�s
daily experiences will
be available for every-
one to enjoy.�

The model of plac-
ing camping programs
on the Internet was

CAMPERS at open air church
services(Boston Diocese-top)
Enjoying the lake (Atlanta
diocese -right)
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Philoptochos
RAFT ISLAND, Wash. �The three

Greek Orthodox churches in the Puget
Sound area, through their Ladies Philop-
tochos Societies, again offered the national
award-winning and unique ministry to chil-
dren stricken with cancer and family mem-
bers with Camp Agape Northwest, August
8-13.  Part of the seven Western states Dio-
cese of San Francisco Kids �N� Cancer pro-
gram,  Camp Agape NW took place at the
All Saints Camp and Retreat Center on Raft
Island near Gig Harbor, Wash.

Seattle, Tacoma Philoptochos� Offer Unique Camp

By Clifford T. Argue

While other special camps for children
with cancer focus on those young people
only, Camp Agape NW is unusual because
it involves the entire family in the week-long
non-denominational  summer camp expe-
rience at no cost to the participants.

With the motto �Where love and life
meet,� the mission of the camp is to allow
the youngsters to nurture self-confidence
and independence and parents to find sup-
port and encouragement.

Approximately 100 campers attended
this second year session of Camp Agape
NW, including 29 children with cancer,
along with parents, brothers and sisters.
Referred by local social service organizations
and hospitals, the families come from Se-
attle, Tacoma, Everett, and elsewhere in the
Puget Sound region and the state of Wash-
ington, and even Missoula, Montana.

A large, mostly volunteer, staff with
extensive camp experience and full-time
medical personnel was present.

Each of the days� programs featured a
special theme such as County Fair,
Polynesian, the �50s, and Greek. Guest per-
formers including the Rodeo Grandmas,
clowns, a steel drum band, and Greek danc-
ers entertained. There also were the usual
camp activities such as swimming, fishing,
arts and crafts, hiking, canoeing, skits, sing-
ing, and campfires, and special parent ac-
tivities throughout the week.

Camp Agape NW�s inaugural session
last year was acclaimed as a very positive
and loving experience by the children, par-
ents, and church volunteers, and received
front-page coverage in area newspapers. The
program won the award for Best Special
Project at the National Philoptochos Con-
vention in Orlando.

The Seattle Philoptochos chapters of St.
Demetrios and Assumption Church and St.
Nicholas in Tacoma, jointly sponsor the Raft
Island Camp.

Peggy Tramountanas of St. Demetrios,
Heleni Koeman of Assumption, and Sally
Hallis of St. Nicholas were co-chairs.

The three area pastors, Frs. John Angelis
of St. Demetrios, John Hondros of Assump-
tion, and Michael Johnson of St. Nicholas
are spiritual advisors to the program.

Honorary chair is Metropolitan Anthony
of San Francisco, and honorary advisors are
Fr. John Bakas of Los Angeles and Loula
Anaston, the Diocese Philoptochos president.

Combined Nassau Suffolk Queens
Philoptochos will hold an event to help
needy sick children in October.

Fund-raiser to Benefit Children with Cancer
with music by Andreas Modinos and his ac-
companists. The affair will benefit the Greek
Children�s Fund and the Ronald MacDonald

year terms.
Commenting on her appointment, Ms.

Condakes said, �I am deeply honored,
humbled and grateful for the confidence His
Eminence Archbishop Spyridon has placed
in me.

�The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philop-
tochos has a long and noble tradition of sup-
port to the Church and the community at
large.  It is one that I will preciously guard
as the newly appointed president of the
National Board.  The women of this move-
ment have been central to the success of
the Greek Orthodox Faith in America.  We
are united by our love for God, our families
and our Church.

�I will try to serve with integrity and
purity to honor our past accomplishments
and strive to elevate the goals, dreams and
vision of this blessed organization.�

The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philop-
tochos Society, the official philanthropic or-

ganization of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese, was established in November 1931 by
Archbishop (later Patriarch) Athenagoras.

The national programs of Philoptochos
benefit many organizations and causes, in-
cluding St. Basil Academy, Hellenic College/
Holy Cross, Archdiocesan Missions, St.
Photios Shrine, philanthropies of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate, UNICEF, and an emer-
gency fund for victims of natural disasters.

Its Social Services Program includes
committees on AIDS, aging, homelessness,
and a host of other social concerns. It also
has a General Welfare Assistance Program
and a Children�s Cardiac Program, as well
as a Cancer Fund and a Children�s Medical
Fund to assist children with life-threatening
illnesses.

There are over 500 Philoptochos chap-
ters in the United States. The National
Philoptochos president coordinates the work
of the National Board, Diocesan boards, and
local Philoptochos chapters in every parish.

Condakes Named President
from page 1

The combined
Nassau Suffolk
Queens Philop-
tochos chapters are
planning a very spe-
cial event to raise
money for children
afflicted with cancer
on at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Marriott
hotel in Uniondale,
N.Y.

The dinner will
feature George Laza-

House at Long Island
Jewish Hospital.

Members and
friends of the
Philoptochos chap-
ters in the area are
urged to support
this worthy cause.
Donation is $45 per
person. For reserva-
tions, call Marina
Katsoulis (516) 627-
0580, Diane Benis
(516) 499-4392,

See CONDAKES on page  27

ORGANIZING committee members of the
combined Philoptochos chapters

ridis and the Terpsichore Dance Group per-
forming ethnic dances from regions of Greece

Helen Toth (718) 746-5679, or Helen
Misthos (718) 274-5007.
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The 6th Annual Hellenic Golf Classic
proved to be a resounding success.

It took place on Monday, July 20 at the
prestigious Kernwood Country Club, in Sa-
lem, Mass.

The tournament which is organized to
raise funds in support of the sacred mission of
providing American-educated priests and dedi-
cated Orthodox laity for the parishes and the
faithful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, was an early sell-out with more than
200 golfers and guests participating.

Golf Tournament Raises $271,000 for HC/HC

by Stavros Papagermanos

The event was sponsored by �Dunkin
Donuts�, a series of area franchises owned
by Greek-Americans, and co-sponsored by
the Hellenic College and Holy Cross Board
of Trustees and many other philhellenes,

establish this meaningful charitable event for
the benefit of the school�s mission.

The evening concluded with an awards
ceremony and a raffle drawing.

�We are planning to emulate this tour-
nament in other major pockets of Greek-
Americans across the country� said Mr.
Safiol and he continued: � In October, there
is a new golf tournament being planned in
the very prestigious and world-renown
Westchester Country Club, in Westchester,
NY. Mr. Peter Pappas is organizing it as chair-
man and we sincerely hope that it will also
be established as an annual affair.�

The idea is to start and establish an-
nual tournaments in major cities like Chi-
cago, San Francisco, Atlanta, and Dallas. Mr.
Safiol envisions tournaments that in addi-
tion golf will include tennis and other ath-
letic activities and thus they could attract

area businesses and organizations.
�There is a lot that goes into an

event like this,� said George Safiol,
the organizing committee chairman
this year. Mr. Safiol who�s also an
executive committee member of the
Board of Trustees, as well as a mem-
ber of the Archdiocesan Council and
Leadership 100, expressed his sat-
isfaction for the record amount of
$271,000 raised this year, but also
his enthusiasm for future fund-rais-
ing prospects for the school.

�In Massachusetts it is consid-
ered a prestigious event and cer-
tainly one of the top golf tourna-
ments� Mr. Safiol continued.

The day began with brunch and
continued with many hours of fel-
lowship on the golf course. In the
evening the festivities continued in
the country club restaurant with a

many more participants.
Mr. Safiol is passion-

ate about the success and
the future of Hellenic Col-
lege/Holy Cross and the
fund-raising that it will be
required. �The College
needs a steady, reliable
stream of funds and this
can provide what we are
looking for� he said, ex-
plaining the idea for a se-
ries of tournaments across
the country.

When asked to talk
about the future of Hellenic
College � Holy Cross Mr.
Safiol said: �The school has

Name: KONSTANTINOS KALOGRIDIS

Hometown and parish: New Brunswick,
New Jersey; Chania, Crete, Greece; St.
Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, Jer-
sey City, NJ.

Age: 23

Previous Education: Finished elementary
school and high school in Chania, Crete,
Greece; then went to Middlesex County
College in New Jersey, and then transferred
to Hellenic College from which I gradu-
ated in 1997. Now I am at Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of Theology.

Graduating Class: 2000

Family background?
My father and mother are from Chania,
Crete, Greece.

Home Parish Involvement:
I served in the altar, the psaltiri (chanting),
and did Sunday school and icon exhibi-
tions.

� What are some of your most
memorable moments growing up?

One of my most memorable mo-
ments was growing up and living in Chania,
Crete, Greece, where I was involved a lot
in the Church and in youth activities, and
especially being with Metropolitan Eire-
neos of Chania.

� What prompted you to go to the
seminary?

From my very young age I always liked
theology and the priesthood, and I grew
in a very Orthodox Christian family. My
grandfather was a priest in Crete, and my
uncle is a priest in Athens, Greece. Thus,
the more I grew, the more intense my de-
sire became; and then I decided to come
to the seminary to fulfill my calling from
God.

� What person influenced you most
to aspire to the priesthood?

My spiritual father in Crete, Father
Emmanuel Petrantonakis, through his hu-
mility, simplicity and spiritual life.

� How has attending Holy Cross af-
fected you?

Holy Cross has affected my whole be-
ing because I experience every day the
beauty of Orthodox worship in the Chapel,
and I learn Orthodox Theology from some
professors that follow the Church Fathers
and live the Holy Tradition of the Ortho-
dox Church.

� What are your favorite courses?
Church History, Dogmatics, Patristic

electives and Byzantine Music.
�  What are your campus activities?
Byzantine Iconography, Sketching,

member of Saint Romanos the Melodist
choir, organizing youth retreats, and teach-
ing Byzantine Iconography to my fellow
students.

� What is your favorite recreation?
Youth retreats and traveling.

� What is the toughest part of be-
ing a seminarian?

To find a good presbytera.
� What gifts do you hope to bring

to your service to the Church?
With the grace of God I want to offer

and familiarize people with Byzantine
Iconography; try to do charity work

to those that are in need; and visit sick
people in the hospitals.

� What are your major strengths
and weaknesses?

My major strengths are: knowledge
of Modem and ancient Greek; painting
Byzantine Icons; chanting; being orga-
nized; and relating with young people.

My major weaknesses are: Some-
times I become easily stressed and anx-
ious.

� Who is your favorite saint and
why?

My favorite saint is St. Maximos the
Confessor because he was a great spiri-
tual master and confessor of Orthodoxy.
I love all his writings, and especially his
Mystagogy, his Five Centuries of love, and
The Lord�s Prayer, and I encourage ev-
eryone to read not only Saint Maximos,
but all the Church Fathers and Saints.

� What is your most noteworthy
memory as a seminarian?

My friends and my professors.
� How can the Church reach out to

the unchurched?
By doing Orthodox catechism and

missionary work, and by preserving our
Holy Tradition, and becoming a living ex-
ample to the others.

� Suggest one way of keeping
young people in the Church?

By establishing a relationship with the
young people, and encouraging them to
do activities in their local Orthodox par-
ish.

� We are living in the age of the
�electronic Church.� How do you view
the increasing use of computers in the
church?

If the use of computers in the church
is done in a good way that will give wit-
ness to the Orthodox Truth to the other
people, then it is great and beneficial.
Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

PROFILE:PROFILE:
SeminarianH C / H C  R E P O R T

NEW YORK -  The Corporate Board of
Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology elected the following new
trustees on Aug. 12 at the Archdiocese:

Dr. James Alex, Arthur Anton, George
D. Behrakis, Drake Behrakis, Michael G.
Cantonis, Constantine G. Caras, Harry T.
Cavalaris, Eve Condakes, Leo Condakes.

Rev. Costas Constantinou, George
Demeter, Spyro Dimitratos, Rev. Panagiotis
K. Giannakopoulos, Dr. Steven Gounardes,
V. Admiral Michael P. Kalleres, Rev. Chris
P. Kerhulas, Rev. Spencer T. Kezios, Michael

New Board of Trustees Elected
Krone, Peter Lagen, Rev. Jon E. Magoulias,
George Mihaltses, Rev. Constantine M.
Monios, Demetrios Moschos, Rev. George
T. Orfanakos, Rev. Dean N. Paleologos, Dr.
Constantine Papadakis, Judge Nicholas P.
Papadakos, James Paulos, Rev. Demetrios
A. Recachinas, George Rokas, George Safiol,
Arthur G. Saridakis, Rose Saridakis-Kaloris,
Andrew Tsiolas, Rev. Thomas J. Zaferes.

The Board also includes the Archbishop,
the president of the institution, the dean and
the legal counsel (the latter two as non-vot-
ing members).

cocktail reception, live Greek entertainment
and a sumptuous lobster dinner.

The highlight of the evening banquet
was the presentation of an inscribed com-
memorative Hellenic College chair to HC/
HC trustee James A. Argeros, who is the
founder of the Hellenic Golf Classic and was
the organizing chairman for its first five
years. His vision and determination helped

gone through a lot but personally I�m opti-
mistic about its future. The Search Commit-
tee for a president headed by Mr. Behrakis,
did a fine job in a very professional way.
With new leadership at the school, the aban-
donment of the old-style politics, which led
us nowhere and increased enrollment, as
the Archbishop envisions, I believe we are
looking at a bright future.�

FIRST PLACE WINNERS (L to R) Bill Poulos, Jim Folpoulos and
Angelo Sakellarious, and (2nd place) Peter Remis.

TOURNAMENT participants at the golf course, (from
L to R) included George Behrakis, Nick Sarris, George
Kariotis and James Velentzas.

IMPORTER/Wholesaler
CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE

(800) 362-4912
(610) 352-2748

Fax: (610) 352-3085

Largest selection of Icons available
 LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED

The Most Beautiful Gift in the World
Pure 950o Silver Icons
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The official visit of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew to the autonomous Orthodox
Church of Czechia and Slovakia, which is
presided over by Archbishop Dorotheos,
was a historical visit of exceptional signifi-
cance by Church and Political leaders of
Czechia and Slovakia.

The feelings of respect and veneration
of the Church of Czechia and Slovakia to-
wards the Church of Constantinople were
once more proven. The bonds and good
relations between the two Churches were
forged.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew Visits Czechia and Slovakia

By Nicholas Manginas

The Church and political leaders of both
countries seized every opportunity to ex-
press their gratitude to the Church of
Constantinople, the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate, for sending, during the years of Patri-
arch Photios, the hierapostles Sts. Cyril and
Methodius to Great Moravia in 863. These
great saints spread the Cyrillic alphabet and
founded the cultural renaissance in the re-
gion.

The doxology, which took place at the
Orthodox Cathedral of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius in Prague, was attended by the
Orthodox hierarchy and the clergy as well
as the leaders of other Christian churches
and denominations, who in their address to
the Patriarch warmly hailed the presence of
the Primate of Orthodoxy.

The presence at the Cathedral of the
Greeks of Czechia, young and old, was
deeply moving. At the end of the doxology,
Greek youth dressed in Greek costumes
danced Greek dances in the Patriarch�s
honor at the churchyard. The parents of
these children left Greece after 1948 as po-
litical refugees and constitute the Greek el-
ement of Czechia.

The President of the Czech Republic,
Mr. Vaclav Havel, and the Primate of Or-
thodoxy had a warm and cordial meeting.
The Patriarch expressed his wish that
Czechia soon becomes a member of the
European Union. He also wished for the full
recuperation of the President�s health, stat-
ing that �we love him� and that he is needed
not only by his country, but by Europe and
the entire humanity, which craves for lead-
ers of President Havel� s spiritual magnitude.
He also stressed the position and role that
Orthodoxy is called to play.

President Havel invited the Patriarch to
�Forum 2000�, which will convene in
Prague. Noted personalities from all around
the world will attend the meeting to discuss
the advent of the third millennium.

The President also extolled Patriarch
Bartholomew�s contribution to the dialogue
among religions and peoples. The two lead-
ers discussed the need for spiritual founda-
tion of the unification of Europe.

The Patriarch expressed to the Presi-
dent of the Senate, Mr. Petr Pithart, his sat-
isfaction for the good relations and the pro-
tection that the Czech Republic provides the
local Orthodox Church. The President of the
Senate referred to the positive developments
and the amelioration of the relations be-
tween the Churches and the State, express-
ing hopes for further expansion and strength-
ening. In this meeting he also expressed his
enthusiasm for meeting with Patriarch
Bartholomew and underlined the Patriarch�s
spiritual, youthful agility.

Also, during the Patriarch�s meeting
with the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Prague, Cardinal M. Vik, at the Archbishop�s
see, Patriarch Bartholomew said: �The uni-
fication of Europe, towards which we are
heading and which we all pursue, cannot
be limited to the military or the economic
or the political sphere, but needs strong
spiritual foundations. Within the pan-Euro-

In Presov, the prestigious local univer-
sity (University of Presov) granted the hon-
orary title �Doctor honoris causa� to the Ecu-
menical Patriarch and the memorable gold
medal of the University. In turn, Patriarch
Bartholomew addressed the Senate, repre-
sentatives from other universities, the min-
ister of education, the president of the Su-
preme Constitutional Court, other officials,
students and a wide audience, emphasized
the merits of freedom in Church.

He then visited Michalovce, stopping
at the cities of Svidrik, Medzilaborge, where
he paid a visit to an orphanage, and
Humenne.

In all cities, Patriarch Bartholomew vis-
ited the local Orthodox churches and was
enthusiastically welcomed by Bishop Ioannis
of Michalovce and crowds of faithful. He
officiated at the Divine Liturgy, which took
place at the Cathedral. He also visited the
Church Secondary School of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius in Michalovce.

The last stop of the patriarchal entou-
rage was Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia.
There, he met with Vladimir Meciar, Prime
Minister and Acting-President of Slovakia,
who had officially invited Patriarch Bartho-
lomew.

During their meeting, the two men dis-
cussed issues concerning the unification of
Europe, the need for spiritual foundation of
the European Union, the relations between
the Church and the State and more specifi-
cally the place of the Orthodox Church in
Slovakia, as well as the issue of the prop-
erty of the Church. They also referred to is-
sues concerning the protection of the envi-
ronment and other social problems. Further-
more, the views of the Patriarch and the
Prime Minister coincided in the need for the
development of ecumenical dialogue among
all peoples. The Patriarch expressed his wish
that Slovakia may soon become a member
of the European Union.

The Prime Minister expressed his par-
ticular joy for the presence of the Patriarch
in his country and stressed that when eccle-
siastical principles are respected, society
progresses. Also, he added that in speaking
about the renewal of the Church, he sees
the renewal of society. Furthermore, he
stressed that the Orthodox Church has an
important role in this renewal and the visit
of Patriarch Bartholomew coincides with this
renewal.

The Patriarch congratulated the Prime
Minister for understanding the major signifi-
cance of spiritual foundations in the devel-
opment of a new society and thanked him
for his protection of the Orthodox Church
of Slovakia.

At the end, the Prime Minister awarded
the Ecumenical Patriarch the Gold Medal of
the President of the Slovak Government, in
proof of honor and respect for the work of
the Primate of Orthodoxy.

Patriarch Bartholomew also met with
the President of the Slovak Parliament Ivan
Gasparovic and the Minister of Culture Ivan
Hudec, who gave an official banquet in the
Patriarch�s honor.

The Patriarch had meetings with the
representatives of the Ecumenical Council
of Church of Slovakia and the Roman Catho-
lic Church. Patriarch Barhtolomew also at-
tended a banquet given in his honor by the
Greek Embassy of Slovakia and a luncheon
of the Turkish Embassy.

Patriarch Bartholomew was escorted in
Czechia and Slovakia by Metropolitan
Iakovos of Krini and presiding bishop of Chi-
cago, Metropolitan Theoklitos of Metra and
Athyra, Metropolitan Meliton of Philadel-
phia, Metropolitan Michail of Austria, and
Deacon Elpidophoros, Under-Secretary of
the Holy Synod.

pean family, we ask the Roman Catholic and
Protestant brothers not to forget that the
Orthodox Church too has a pivotal position.
It would suffice to remember the mission
of Cyril and Methodius from Constantinople
to these lands here. Ever since, the pres-
ence of Orthodoxy has been and still is vivid
in Europe.

During his stay in Czechia, Patriarch
Bartholomew visited the Monastery of the
Dormition of the Most Holy Birth-Giver of
God in Vilemov.

In Shumperk, in the area of jurisdiction
of Bishop Christopher of Olomouc and Brno,
Patriarch Bartholomew, who performed the
sanctification of waters on the event of the
placement of the foundation stone of the
baptistery and the belfry, consecrated the

Church of the Holy Spirit and officiated at
the Divine Liturgy, which was attended by
government officials, a crowd of faithful and
visitors from Greece, who contributed to the
construction of the church.

Finally, the Ecumenical Patriarch at-
tended receptions in his honor, which were
given by the embassies of Greece and Tur-
key.

In Slovakia Patriarch Bartholomew first
visited Presov, see of Archbishop Nicholas
of Presov, where, in the presence of 5,000
faithful he officiated in an open air Divine
Liturgy assisted by hierarchs of both
Churches. The Liturgy was also attended by
the ministers of Education and Public Works,
as well as the vice-president of the Slovak
Parliament.

CZECH YOUTHS of Greek descent dance for the Patriarch in the courtyard of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius Church in Prague.

PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW presents President Havel a book as Archbishop Dorotheos
looks on.        (N. Manginas photos)

HIS ALL HOLINESS and Archbishop Dorotheos proceed to an open air Divine Liturgy in
Presov, Slovakia.



SEPTEMBER  1998 PAGE 9ORTHODOX OBSERVER

e c u m e n i c a l  p a t r i a r c h a t e

The new Metropolitan of Warsaw and
All Poland Savvas expressed the gratitude of
the Orthodox Church of Poland to the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate, for the affectionate care
and support that the Mother Church has
shown incessantly until today, during his of-
ficial visit to the Phanar from July 24 to 28.

Metropolitan of Warsaw and All
Poland Visits Ecumenical Patriarchate

and multitude of difficulties, which we have
been facing during our history. Because,
despite the multitude and severity of the
problems, all Orthodox are convinced that
the Lord tests more those whom He loves....

At this very moment we remember with
profound gratitude the support and common
vision of the Ecumenical Patriarchate dur-
ing the period of the prevalence of Unia
against our Church, as well as the only help
of the Mother Church during the times when
the hierarchs of the Church of Poland aban-
doned her, and Your Throne, Your All Holi-
ness, gave the possibility to the lay people
to organize the Polish Church. Furthermore,
during history, and especially between the
two world wars, we in Poland felt the affec-
tionate care and interest of the Constan-
tinopolitan church, which granted us the
autocephalon and acted as a true Mother�.

During his visit, the new Primate of the
Church of Poland was escorted by Metro-

By Nicholas Manginas

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
welcoming together with the members of
the Holy Synod the new Primate of the Pol-
ish Church, referred to the good relations
between the two churches and said:

�The good relations of our Most Holy
Churches date back more than a thousand
years. The hierapostolic work of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius, who were sent to the Slavic
countries by our Saint predecessor Photios
the Great, and their disciples, has had a sig-
nificant impact on the christianization of the

CONSTANTINOPLE � Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew sent a delegation to
Rome for the June 29 celebration of the Feast
of Sts. Peter and Paul.  It was led this year
by His Eminence Metropolitan John
[Zizioulas] of Pergamon.

The other members of the delegation
were Bishop Emmanuel of Reghion, assis-
tant of the Greek Orthodox Metropolitanate

Patriarchal Delegation Attends
Sts. Peter and Paul Feast

of Belgium, and Fr. Christos Christakis of
London.

They attended the Mass celebrated by
Pope John Paul II in St. Peter�s Basilica on
June 29, had a private audience with the
Holy Father, and had �talks on matters of
common interest and collaboration with the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity.�

HONG KONG � Metropolitan Nikitas
of Hong Kong recently announced the es-
tablishment of another parish on the island
of Sumatra.

In the area of Salak, Sumatra, His Emi-
nence recently founded the mission parish
of St. Evdokia. The parish has been named
in honor of the great female  saint from Syria,
whose is specifically known to have con-
verted a great many to the Christian faith.

Fr. Chrysostomos Manalu, a graduate
of the theological school in Thessaloniki,
Greece, has been entrusted the spiritual care
of the new parish. Fr. Chrysostomos will
divide his time between the new parish of
St. Evdokia and St. Demetrios parish in
Medan, Sumatra. Presently, the faithful
gather in homes for services.

Land purchased for Medan parish
The Styliades Hellenic Orthodox

Second Parish Established in Indonesia
Foundation, upon hearing about the forma-
tion of the St. Demetrios parish, came for-
ward and offered  to purchase land and to
build the church.

The initiatives and dynamic work of Fr.
Chrysostomos have proven to be fruitful, as
the Orthodox population in the area contin-
ues to grow. Beside the regular church ser-
vices, Fr. Chrysostomos conducts classes
and discussions about the Orthodox faith.
He has also instituted a variety of programs,
aimed at meeting the needs of the local com-
munity. Some of these include the care for
poor children, food distribution and pasto-
ral counseling.

In Indonesia, there are seven priests and
two deacons. It is part of the Orthodox
Metropolitanate of Hong Kong and South-
east Asia and is under the spiritual jurisdic-
tion of the Ecumenical Patriarchate (http://
www.patriarchate.org).

CONSTANTINOPLE (ANA) � Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew will pay a two-
day visit to the Mt. Athos monastic com-
munity in northern Greece for celebrations
marking the 1,000th anniversary of the
founding of the Xenophon Monastery in
October.

His All Holiness will arrive by boat at

Ecumenical Patriarch to visit Mt. Athos in October
the monastic community on Oct. 24, and
return to the Ecumenical Patriarchate on
Oct. 26.

During his visit, the Patriarch will meet
at Karyes with President Costis
Stephanopoulos of Greece and Prime Min-
ister Costas Simitis, who will also attend the
celebrations, a spokesman said.

Polish people, who, during its centuries-long
history, has endured many pressures and
hardships. Yet the small flock of the Ortho-
dox Church remained and still exists as a
lamp showing the true face of the unadul-
terated truth of Christ, which persists intact
inside the Orthodox Church. Our Lord Jesus
Christ does not leave Himself without wit-
nesses.�

In his speech, Patriarch Bartholomew,
addressing the Metropolitan of Warsaw,
ended with the reassurance of the incessant
and living support of the Patriarchate in ev-
ery issue of concern to the Church of Po-
land and whenever help from the Mother
Church is needed.

In his reply, Metropolitan Savvas of
Warsaw and All Poland expressed his pro-
found emotion for the warm words of the
Patriarch and his gratitude for the support
of the Patriarchate to the Church of Poland
and emphasized that:

�We proudly note that the Poles and
Vislanes accepted Christianity from Con-
stantinople, by the Holy Equals-to-the-
Apostles Cyril and Methodius, the illumina-
tors of the Slavs. And it is this hierapostolic
activity of Sts. Cyril and Methodius that we
continue until today, despite the hardships

politan Adam of Przemsil and Sonez, and
Archdeacon George. He visited the Church
of the Wisdom of God; the Monastery of
Chora; the Holy Fountain of Vlachernai; the
Monastery of the Life-Giving Fountain at
Baloukli, where he performed a short me-
morial service at the tomb of Patriarch Gre-
gory VII, who in 1924 published the Patriar-
chal and Synodical Book on the Auto-
cephalon of the Orthodox Church of Poland.
He also visited the Church of St. Sophia in
Nicaea of Asia Minor, where the 7th Ecumeni-
cal Council took place.

The peak of his visit was the Divine Lit-
urgy, which was held at the Church of the
Holy Trinity at the Theological School of
Halki, where Patriarch Bartholomew and
Metropolitan Savvas co-officiated.

Finally, addresses were delivered and
gifts were exchanged. The Metropolitan of
Warsaw offered the Patriarch an icon of the
Holy Trinity, which the Ecumenical Patriarch
said he would donate to the Theological
School of Halki upon its re-opening.

Also, the Primate of the Polish Church,
together with Patriarch Bartholomew, visited
the Polish Village on the Asian side of the
Bosphorus, which was created by exiled Pol-
ish military officials and their families in 1831.

HIS ALL Holiness receives Metropolitan Savvas of Warsaw and All Poland.
(N. Manginas photo)

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew hosted Orthodox hierarchs from
around the world (top photo) for the fourth biennial Synaxis of Orthodox Bishops
held at the Ecumenical Patriarchate on Aug. 28-Sept. 1. Archbishop Spyridon was
among the participants. His All Holiness (above, left) and the other hierarchs signed
the Codex of the Great Church, marking the beginning of the new ecclesiastical
year on Sept. 1, which the Patriarch designated as a day of prayer for the
environment. At the Patriarchal Church of St. George, (above, right) a little girl
receives Holy Communion from Patriarch Bartholomew during the following Liturgy,
which was concelebrated by all the hierarchs. (N. Manginas photos)

Hierarchs convene in Biennial Conference in Constantinople
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EDITORIALS

O P I N I O N S

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S
Editor,

Biennial Clergy-Laity conferences require
the clergy to lay temporal needs and con-
cerns of the Church before those lay leaders
and managers assembled from around the
country for review, study, analysis, debate,
deliberation, resolution and action.

The Church is most fortunate in having
Archbishop Spyridon. His long absence and
detachment from the United States has place
him in the unique position to address the
ailments of the Church. To fault him for ex-
isting and pre-existing conditions so early
in his term is wrong.

Lay leaders and managers of diocesan
and parish temporal affairs should recognize
the celibate hierarchy of Orthodox Catholi-
cism is a blessed, unique, body of humble
men, gifted, intelligent, talented, lineal suc-
cessors of the Apostles.

The education, discipline, transfer, as-
signment and disposition of clerical issues are
matters �ex cathedra� and remain that way.

The sense of the conference with re-
spect to the Holy Cross/Hellenic College
staff assignments displays, I submit, igno-
rance of the way of the Church.

We know, if we are Orthodox, the Arch-
bishop acted propitiously.

Anthony C. Zacharakis
Tappan, N.Y.

Editor,
Most sociologists agree that �favorit-

ism� in a family brings especially painful
hurt. We all remember the wry laughter
when Tom Smothers told his brother, Dick:
�Mom always liked you better!� No matter
how often he said it, we reacted. Favoring
one parent and denying the other breeds
the same hurt.

Most of us live in a home with a yard.
We enjoy summer evening supper in the
fresh air, usually with home-grown toma-

In support of Archbishop

Editor,
Much has been said recently about the

condition of the Church in America. A simple
observation if I may. Since Archbishop
Spyridon has been assigned to shepherd the
Archdiocese of America, the doors have
been opened to establishing many more
monasteries in the Archdiocese. If, as the
Holy Fathers point out to us, monasteries
are the conscience and heart of the Church,
then we are on the road to a much more
spiritually healthy Church in America.

Also, there seems to be a trend  toward
more Traditional Orthodoxy in the Church
in America. If there are problems, they are
solved by prayer, fasting, repentance, Con-
fession, Holy Communion, Paraklesis,
Evhelaion, spiritual reading, stillness, quiet,
and direction by our Spiritual Fathers.

We need to look inward and seek the
cures and remedies for the crisis that per-
haps exists in our hearts and in our souls.

Fr. Nicholas Capilos
Savannah, Ga.

toes. None of us would begrudge the other
of such simple joy. Yet, when His Eminence
asked for equal treatment as his predeces-
sor, some of us had a full-scale hissy fit. Said
house would have been a prudent invest-
ment and would likely have returned a sub-
stantial profit if it were sold in a few years.

Unfortunately, those few began to seek
other reasons to become irate. They stirred
up passion about ill-considered proposals
(which were contrary to canon law) and
other resolutions for the Clergy-Laity con-
ference to consider. As many of these people
were lawyers, we were amazed they were
unable to recognize the proposals were the
equivalent of �unconstitutional.�

In the Plenary Session, these same
people pursued parliamentary strategies
suitable for a state legislature. The tedious
delay they caused was uncharacteristic of
good lawyering and if done in a courtroom
would alienate judge and jury alike. For
some of this group to meet with a reporter
(Orlando Sentinel, July 10) and claim �vic-
tory� and �a split in the Church� was both
sensationalist and juvenile (not to mention
contrary to fact).

Thus, I respectfully ask that the
Archdiocesan Council find a suitable home
for His Eminence and the rest of us to re-
spect his judgment in matters concerning
the Church. We have more important things

Editor,
The new section of the Orthodox Ob-

server, �Religious Education,� is a much
needed source of information and is right
on target.

Father Frank Marangos� recent columns
have addressed not only the need to provide
religious education and improve our current
religious education program, but also, he il-
lustrates that we are all responsible to teach
our children to grow spiritually in our faith
and knowledgeable in Orthodoxy.

I am looking forward to his future col-
umns and the positive changes in our Reli-
gious Education Department.

P. Jenkins
Takoma Park, Md.

Religious education on target

To the Reverend Clergy, Monks and
Nuns, the Presidents of the Parish Councils
of the Greek Orthodox Communities, the
Day and Afternoon Schools, the Philop-
tochos Sisterhoods, the Hellenic Organiza-
tions, the Youth and the entire Greek Or-
thodox Family of America

Most Beloved
Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
The first of September is the occasion

of two very important feasts: the Beginning
of the Indiction, i.e. the New Ecclesiastical
(Liturgical) Year, and the Day of the Envi-
ronment which was instituted by the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate. On this day, the
Synaxis of Hierarchs of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate takes place in Constantinople and
His All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch,
together with the other Hierarchs of the
Throne, sign a special Document, and ab-
solution of sins is granted to the people of
God so that they may undertake anew their
responsibilities for the new church year.

This ancient Byzantine tradition of
granting absolution of sins at the beginning
of the Indiction reminds us of the main pur-
pose of our life: our redemption from the
bonds of sins, granted to us freely by the
Grace of God, and our new Life in Christ,
which we appropriate personally through
our participation in Church services, feasts
and celebrations of the entire ecclesiastical
year.

The beginning of the Indiction is a sign-
post marking a new beginning in our earthly
sojourn. The Mother Church supplies us
once again with the possibility of setting our
foot on the golden path of salvation, which
has been clearly outlined for us by Christ
and the Saints who came after him.  For what
else are these ecclesiastical feasts of the
Lord, the Mother of God and the Saints,
which comprise the church year, unless they
are the very links in this golden chain of the
season of our salvation?

Saint James, the Brother of God, warns
those who approach life only as an oppor-
tunity for business and profit, i.e. for self-
centered and arrogant purposes: �You do

Archbishop�s Encyclical

The Beginning of Indiction or
the New Ecclesiastical Year

not know about tomorrow. What is your life?
For you are a mist that appears for a little
time and then vanishes� (4:14).

What should we do, then, as we con-
front our life, or rather, the passing of the
time of our life? We ought to see time itself
ecclesiastically, as an opportunity which is
offered to us for a deeper initiation into sal-
vation, the salvation that leads us from the
realm of time into the realm of eternity, from
the depths of the earth to the heights of
heaven. This is what St. Paul tells us in his
Epistle to the Romans: �You know what hour
it is, it is time now for you to wake up from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we first believed... the day is at hand...
let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in
the day... put on our Lord Jesus Christ�
(13:11-14).

Man�s salvation is connected with the
salvation of the world. �For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revelation
of the sons of God� (Rom. 8:19). Our salva-
tion, then, is not only a matter for the indi-
vidual, but also for the world. The Church
sanctifies both man and the world. We have
the duty as Christians to take care not only
of the temple of God which is ourselves �
�For you are the temple of God� (2 Cor.
6:16) � but also of the wider temple of the
world which surrounds us, which was made
without hands, as it is so clearly presented
in the Apocalypse of St. John, the Book of
Revelation.

With much paternal love, I encourage
you to perform an Agiasmos on this Day
and to arrange for appropriate lectures and
other activities in the churches, the schools
and the community centers so that the new
Ecclesiastical Year may begin with God�s
richest blessing.

With whole-hearted blessings and
love in the Lord,

There is a story in the life of St.
Makarios the Great, relating that he once
received a gift of a bunch of grapes from
one of his monastic brothers � a gift ut-
terly precious and rare in the deserts of
4th century Egypt.  Because St. Makarios
was the kind of Christian who always
wished the best for his brothers and sis-
ters in Christ, he immediately offered this
choice fruit of the vine to another brother
who had been ill.  After he had given his
gift away, he never gave those grapes a
second thought . . . until a week later.  It
was then that another brother monk came
to him with that same bunch of grapes
and offered him to take them all, for not a
single one had been tasted.  It seems that
the whole community had passed that
single bunch of grapes around.  On real-
izing what had happened � that the grapes
had been offered to every member of the
community, and that each one had de-
clined in favor of his neighbor � St.
Makarios assembled all the brethren and
holding the grapes aloft exclaimed: �Be-
hold, the fruits of our love for one an-
other!�

In the recent days and weeks, much

The Fruits of Love � The Grapes of Wrath
gossip has been disseminated in the
Greek Orthodox Community throughout
the United States, and even abroad.  Un-
fortunately, by its very nature, rumor does
not pass from person to person like the
grapes of St. Makarios.  Rumor is never
spread with a spirit of love and concern
for one�s fellow Christian.  It is rarely spo-
ken of in the open, face to face.  It seems
that the Internet, and nameless, faceless
�sources� are the usual conduits.  And
unlike the grapes of St. Makarios, which
made their rounds unchanged and un-
eaten, rumor is always mutating, grow-
ing outlandishly out of proportion with
every re-telling.  Ultimately, rumor de-
vours the heart of those who allow it to
enter into their soul.

It should be clear even to the least
interested observer, that the fruits we
enjoy as a Church depend very much on
what we cultivate in our own lives.  For
those willing and able to share the fruits
of love, like the grapes of St. Makarios,
they will receive their just rewards.  For
those who are bent on soul-destroying
words, surely the only fruits harvested will
be bitter grapes of wrath.

The Archdiocese and Orthodox Ob-
server have lost a beloved friend, fellow
co-worker and colleague, Costa Deli-
giannis, who died in the early morning
hours of Aug. 27 at the young age of 52.

Pancreatic cancer, a disease that also
had claimed his mother, took him from
us quickly.

Costa will always be remembered for
his straightforwardness, his wit, charm
and intelligence. He was loved and ad-
mired by many.

An indication of the esteem in which
he was held is reflected in two tributes
sent by the Archdiocese Presbyters Coun-
cil and the Hellenic Chronicle of Boston.

Fr. Chris Kerhulas, president of the

Presbyters Council writes: �the entire
Brotherhood of Clergy in the Archdiocese
of America grieves the loss of a great
churchman. Constantine Deligiannis is
one of those quiet individuals whose work
made a great difference.�

And Chronicle editor Nancy Agris
Savage writes: �He was at all times a dedi-
cated professional journalist and a com-
plete gentleman. He was a credit to the
Greek nation, to our Orthodox Church,
to his family and all who knew him.�

We at the Archdiocese are all the
more enriched for having known and
worked with him. There won�t be another
like him.

May his memory be eternal.

Good-bye Costa

to do than waste each other�s time.
Dr. John G. Kepros

Salt Lake City
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

�C an Christmas come in Septem-
ber?�  Although you may have
thought that it was impossible,

there was no denying your discovery.  There
it was, plain as day, a Christmas gift hidden
behind the ivory colored overcoat hanging
in the entry-hall closet.  Straightening up
from your half-crouched position you con-
tinue your zealous search between the fall

Christmas in September?
�Thanks be unto God for his inde-

scribable gift.� (2Co 9:15)

season rack of clothes.  �Perhaps,� you
mumble to yourself, �there is more.�  But
no, it is the last of what was once a number
of holiday gratuities graciously offered by
benevolent guests.  �How could you have
forgotten to open it?�

Closing the closet door you hear the
sound of your youngest, just coming home
from her first day at school.  �Where did
this come from?� she asks, shaking the
mysterious Christmas package, searching
nervously through the now unruly bow for
a card.  �And . . . what�s inside?�  �I do not
know,� you respond as you take it from her
curious hands.  �We�ll just have to wait for
Dad to come home so that we can open it
as a family.  Even if it is the last . . . we will
unwrap the indescribable gift together.�

On the first of September, the Greek
Orthodox Church inaugurated yet another
ecclesiastical year.  For the faithful, the new
year will provide valuable opportunities for
personal as well as interpersonal spiritual
growth.  It will be a year of reading and
studying Orthodox Christian publications.
It will be a year in which we will participate
in religious retreats and educational semi-
nars.  Finally, it will be another year of at-
tending a myriad of liturgical worship ser-
vices.  Like a Christmas gift received in Sep-
tember, the liturgical cycles of the Ortho-
dox Church can provide each and every
Orthodox family priceless occasions to re-
discover the spiritual treasures of our Faith.

Christmas in September is not a novel
idea. In fact, the entire Greek Orthodox Li-
turgical Year focuses on what St. Paul refers
to as the �indescribable Gift� . . . Jesus Christ!
Although the glitter of the Christmas season
is in the distant future, we can nonetheless
begin to unwrap the �Gift� of Christ�s today.
As such, the liturgical cycles of the New Year
affords our families a variety of liturgical op-
portunities during which we can pause from
our often frantic secular routines. Here, in
the serenity of our liturgical life we can begin
to faithfully unwrap the invaluable heritage
of a rich spiritual Gift which we tragically
misplace and forget in the over-stuffed clos-
ets of our temporal existence!

In a Boston shopping mall a five-year-
old once had the following conversation with
a department store Santa Claus. �You do not
have to worry about me this Christmas!� she
exclaimed. �This year, my family has Master
Charge and American Express.� The tragedy
of just such an exchange lies in its unfortu-
nate truthfulness, especially when applied to
Christ and to His Church. Have our children
somehow learned that the family no longer
has any need of the Church and its spiritual
gifts?  Have we outgrown the desire to sit
upon the Church�s  liturgical knee and whis-
per our family�s needs into our Lord�s life-
giving ears?  Has the Indescribable Gift. . .
the �Good News� been replaced by the plas-
tic slogans of credit card Christianity . . . a
faith that is restricted to prescribed months
and secularized holidays?

Unlike the secularized versions, the
Indescribable Gift of our liturgical cycle is
not something that society can dispense in

controllable parts when it serves its own
capitalistic agenda. It is not something that
we need to purchase, only to be billed later!
The Gift of salvation is truly a gift from God!
As such, it can and should be experienced
�in full� throughout the entire ecclesiastical
year and not in truncated liturgical events
or casual sound-bites. The Indescribable Gift
is ours to unwrap, to understand and ac-
cept not only during our earthy existence,
but as numerous Holy Fathers of our Faith
insist, for eternity. In other words, time it-
self is not sufficient to totally unveil the es-
sence of its grandeur!

How then should we utilize the oppor-
tunities that the New Ecclesiastical Year pro-
vides? How can our families begin to �un-
wrap� the Indescribable Gift?  The liturgical
year has been designed by the early Church
Fathers of the Orthodox Church as a means
through which the faithful may mature.  The
Feast Days with their Lenten preparatory
seasons have been arranged in cycles
through which families are afforded valuable
opportunities to unwrap the Gift that, as we
have noted, can never be fully understood!
The liturgical year is therefore an annual yet
on-going commemorative celebration of the
saving deeds accomplished by Jesus Christ.
During this time the contents of this Gift ...
the entire mystery of Christ, from his Incar-
nation to the day of Pentecost, and the ex-
pectation of His Glorious Return, are
slowly unwrapped, described and explained.

From what has been discussed, it is
apparent that if Orthodox liturgical events
are to perform their intentional function of
proclaiming salvation in contemporary situ-
ations we should celebrate them with ex-
pectation again and again.  Great care should
be taken not to approach the Ecclesiastical
Year as an exclusive retrospective . . . a li-
turgical photo-album, a concentration of his-
torical snap-shots.  On the contrary, the
Feast Days of the Orthodox Church are time-
less celebrations that convey eternal spiri-
tual truths.  Consequently, far from being
cold and life-less re-enactment�s of past
events, the Liturgical year provides matur-
ing Orthodox families living and personal
encounters with Jesus� teachings today!

According to Holy Scripture God be-
came flesh through Jesus Christ, His only
begotten Son. Jesus is the Word of God.  As
such, the Gospels expend great effort liter-
ally unwrapping Christ and His earthly min-
istry. St. Luke, for example, describes His
initial wrapping as a �swaddling� by His
mother Mary (Luke 2:7).  Throughout the
liturgical services of the Christmas cycle,
mention is made of this wrapping as both
physical as well as mystical in nature and
purpose. In turn, the liturgical hymns and
prayers of this season encourage us to un-
wrap, according to ability, the mystery of
Christ�s Incarnation. Like the wise men of
old, we are invited to �find the Child� by
examining, and unwrapping the �swaddling
cloths� of Holy Scripture!

In the end, the central question of this
brief essay remains: Can Christmas be cel-
ebrated in September?  From what has been
discussed to this point the answer is an
emphatic yes!

September should be understood as the
inauguration, an advent of liturgical unwrap-
ping. It is the start of a spiritual unpacking,
a peeling away of liturgical ribbons and shiny
paper that ultimately reveals the most valu-
able Gift of all! Consequently, apart from
the Holy Nativity, one can also celebrate the
Feast Days of Pascha and Pentecost in Sep-
tember! For as Christmas illustrates the un-
wrapping of a Child who desired to be born
in the manger of our souls, Pascha heralds

See REL. EDUCATION on page 27
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H O L Y   S C R I P T U R E   R E A D I N G S

OCTOBER ..........

While the Committee recognized that
Strategic Planning is conducted in some el-
ements of the Archdiocese, on the basis of
that review, the Committee unanimously
agreed that the Archdiocese, the dioceses,
parishes and their institutions should engage
in coordinated Strategic Planning.

The Committee moved that the Con-
gress adopt the following items:

1. The Archdiocese, the dioceses, par-
ishes and their institutions shall engage in a
Strategic Planning process.

2. An Office of Strategic Planning shall
be established as a national ministry in the
Archdiocese, and the Office shall be staffed
by a professional strategic planner.

3. An advisory commission be estab-
lished to assist the Office of Strategic Plan-
ning and that this commission be comprised,
in part, of at least two members from each
diocese: one clergy and one laity.

4. Each diocese shall establish a dioc-
esan Strategic Planning commission com-
posed of members experienced in Strategic
Planning.

5. The strategic planning process should
consider, but not be limited to, the issues

from page 4

A Summary of Reports Approved
identified in the Archbishop�s report to the
Congress delivered on July 6.

Religious Education Committee
Committee members approved the fol-

lowing recommendations:
1. Creation of a theological advisory

board to work with the Religious Education
Department to establish content and instruc-
tional criteria adhering to Orthodox theol-
ogy.

2. A comprehensive five-year cate-
chetical plan for the entire Archdiocese.

3.  Religious Education Department-run
seminars and workshops in every Diocese
to train teachers in methodology and Or-
thodox theology.

4. Development of catechetical re-
sources for youth, young adult and national
Campus Fellowship programs, and a uni-
form summer camp curriculum for the Arch-
diocese.

5. Use of the Internet and emerging
technologies to disseminate educational
materials and resources.

6. Develop curriculum material and re-
sources for each year of the five-year plan
in conjunction with religious educators,
youth workers, administrative leaders and

representatives of all Church organizations.
7. Creation of Web pages providing

supplemental instructional resources to
clergy, religious instructors, youth ministers,
and parents for each of the aforementioned
programs.

8. Develop a Religious Education
Listserver to disseminate educational ar-
ticles, instructional resources, survey ques-
tionnaires and catechetical news.

9. Develop an interactive CD-ROM
educational curriculum and companion
workbook for prospective converts and adult
members of the Greek Orthodox Church.

10. Religious education workshops for
Clergy-Laity congresses to help delegates
understand the theological, ecclesiastical
and societal components of numerous is-
sues facing the Church of America.

11. An Annual Resource Companion
(ARC) of catechetical material for clergy,
religious educators, youth workers and the
faithful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.

12. Continuation of Religious Education
teacher workshops and adult leadership
training seminars throughout the Archdio-
cese.

13. Appointment of a �Total Parish Cur-
riculum Committee� to develop a teen-age
and adult curriculum, leadership training
material, and general educational resources

for all aspects of parish life.
14. a survey of the religious education

environment of the entire Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese and each diocese every two
years.

 15. A catechetical magazine providing
articles and information from prominent
authors on Church principles, ethics, tradi-
tion and theology.

The Religious Education Department
has also applied for a Leadership 100 grant
to develop a catechetical program titled �To-
tal Parish Education.� The program will pro-
vide continuous catechetical experiences for
four important interrelated projects: dioc-
esan educational workshops, curriculum
evaluation and development (teen-age/adult
series), upgrading of departmental financial
procedures, and a monthly educational
magazine.

Apart from the above, the committee
also discussed recommendations submitted
by several Diocesan Clergy-Laity Assemblies
and approved the following:

1. parish-level training sessions on the
Divine Liturgy and other worship services.

2. training sessions on parenting for
prospective parents.

3. more extensive Religious Education
programs for adolescents and adults at the
parish level.

Church and Family
The Committee on the Church and

Family considered three resolutions submit-
ted by the Boston Diocese.

The first recommended the establishment
of a fellowship ministry for single, divorced
and widowed parishioners over age 30.

The committee concluded that every
parish should consider establishing a min-
istry for singles, divorced and widowed pa-
rishioners and recommended the establish-
ment of Greek Orthodox singles organiza-
tions in each parish.

The second resolution recommended
that each parish strengthen the family
through the creation and implementation of
programs.

The third considered the importance of
ministering to single-parent families. The
committee called for single-parent families
to be included in the life of the church and
that an outreach program to them is critical
and needs to be developed.

See SUMMARY on p. 21

1  T ............Acts 9:10-18, Lk 6:10:16-21
2  F ..............1 Tim 1:12-17; Jn. 10:9-16
3  S ........... Acts 17:16-34, Mt. 13:44-54
4 SUN ........ 2 Cor. 6:16-7:1, Lk 6;31-36
5 M ........... Heb. 11:33-12:2, Lk 6:37-45
6 T ............... 1 Cor. 4:9-12, Jn 20:19-31
7 W .......... Heb. 11:33-12:2, Lk 6:46-7:1
8 Th ................. Eph. 5:8-19, Lk 7:17-30
9 F ..............1 Cor. 4:9-16, Mt 9:36-10:8
10 S .............. Rom. 8:28-39, Lk 5:27-32
11 SUN ............. Titus 3:8-15, Lk 8:5-15
12 M ............ Eph. 6:10-17, Lk 21:12-19
13 T ............... Eph. 6:10-17, Mt 7:12-21
14 W .............. Eph. 6:10-17, Lk 8:22-35
15 Th ...............2 Tim. 1:8-18, Lk 9:7-11
16 F ............ 2 Tim. 2:1-10, Mt 27:33-54
17 S ............ Heb. 11:33-12:2, Lk 6:1-10
18 SUN .......... Col. 4:5-18, Lk 10:16-21
19 M ...............Acts 2:14-21, Lk 9:18-22
20 T ..............Ga. 5:22-6:2, Mt 11:27-30
21 W .............. 2 Cor. 9:6-11, Lk 6:17-23
22 Th ............ Heb. 7:26-8:2, Lk 9:49-56
23 F .............. Gal. 1:11-19, Mt 13:54-58
24 S ........ Heb. 11:33-12:2, Lk 12:32-40
25 SUN .......... Gal. 1:11-19, Lk 8:27-39
26 M .........2 Tim. 2:1-10, Jn 15:17-16:2
27 T ........... Col. 1:1-3, 6-11, Lk 11:1-10
28 W Phil. 2:5-11, Lk 10:38-42, 11:27-28
29 Th ........... Col. 1:24-2:1, Lk 11:14-23
30 F .............. Col 1:24-2:1, Lk 11:23-26
31 S ............. 2 Cor. 3:12-18, Lk 8:16-21
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ôïõ Èñüíïõ ó÷åôéêüò Êþäéêáò êáé äßäåôáé Üöåóç áìáñôéþí
óôïí ëáü ôïõ Èåïý, þóôå íá áíáëÜâåé êáé ðÜëé ôéò åõèýíåò
ôïõ êáôÜ ôï ÍÝï ¸ôïò.

Ç ðáëéÜ áõôÞ âõæáíôéíÞ ðáñÜäïóç ôçò áöÝóåùò ôùí
áìáñôéþí óôçí áñ÷Þ ôçò Éíäßêôïõ ìáò õðåíèõìßæåé ôïí êýñéï
óêïðü ôçò æùÞò ìáò: ôçí áðïëýôñùóÞ ìáò áðü ôá äåóìÜ
ôçò áìáñôßáò ðïõ ìáò ÷ïñçãåßôáé ìå ôç ×Üñç ôïõ Èåïý, êáé
ôç íÝá åí ×ñéóôþ æùÞ ðïõ ïéêåéïðïéïýìáóôå ìå ôçí
óõììåôï÷Þ ìáò óôéò åêêëçóéáóôéêÝò óõíÜîåéò, åïñôÝò êáé
ðáíçãýñåéò ïëüêëçñïõ ôïõ åêêëçóéáóôéêïý Ýôïõò.

Ç  áñ÷Þ ôçò Éíäßêôïõ óçìáôïäïôåß ìéá íÝá áöåôçñßá
óôçí åðßãåéá âéùôÞ ìáò. Ç ÌçôÝñá Åêêëçóßá ìáò ðáñÝ÷åé
êáé ðÜëé ôç äõíáôüôçôá íá âáäßóïõìå ôç ÷ñõóÞ ïäü ôçò
óùôçñßáò, ôçí ïðïßá ÷Üñáîå ï ×ñéóôüò êáé ïé Üãéïé ðïõ ôïí
áêïëïýèçóáí. Ôß Üëëï åßíáé ïé åêêëçóéáóôéêÝò ãéïñôÝò, ïé
ÄåóðïôéêÝò, ïé ÈåïìçôïñéêÝò êáé üëùí ôùí Áãßùí, ðïõ
áðáñôßæïõí ôï åêêëçóéáóôéêü Ýôïò, ðáñÜ ç ÷ñõóÞ áëõóßäá
ôùí êáéñþí ôçò óùôçñßáò;

Ï Üãéïò ÉÜêùâïò, ï Áäåëöüèåïò, ðñïåéäïðïéåß áõôïýò
ðïõ áíôéìåôùðßæïõí ôï ðÝñáóìá ôïõ ÷ñüíïõ ìüíï óáí
åõêáéñßá ãéá íá åìðïñåõèïýí êáé íá êåñäßóïõí, äçëáäÞ
ãéá [éäéïôåëåßò Þ áêüìç êáé áëáæïíéêïýò óêïðïýò. «Ïõê
åðßóôáóèå ôü ôçò áõñéïí. Ðïßá ãÜñ ç æùÞ çìþí; áôìßò ãÜñ

Áñ÷Þ ôçò Éíäßêôïõ Þ ôïõ ÍÝïõ Åêêëçóéáóôéêïý ¸ôïõò
Ýóôéí ç ðñüò ïëßãïí öáéíïìÝíç, Ýðåéôá äÝ êáé áöáíéæïìÝíç»
(4:14).

Ôß ðñÝðåé íá êÜíïõìå ëïéðüí êáèþò áíôéìåôùðßæïõìå
ôï ðÝñáóìá Þ ìÜëëïí ôç äéáäï÷Þ ôïõ ÷ñüíïõ; Åßíáé íá
äïýìå ôï ÷ñüíï ðñùôßóôùò åêêëçóéáóôéêÜ, óáí åõêáéñßá
ðïõ ìáò ðñïóöÝñåôáé ãéá íá ìõçèïýìå ðéï âáèéÜ óôçí
õðüèåóç ôçò óùôçñßáò, ðïõ ïäçãåß áðü ôï ÷ñüíï óôçí
áéùíéüôçôá, áðü ôç ãç óôïí ïõñáíü. Áõôü ìáò ëÝåé ï
áðüóôïëïò Ðáýëïò óôçí ðñïò Ñùìáßïõò åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ:
«Åéäüôåò ôïí êáéñüí, üôé þñá çìÜò Þäç åî ýðíïõ åãåñèÞíáé,
íýí ãáñ åããýôåñïí çìþí ç óùôçñßá Þ üôå åðéóôåýóáìåí... ç
çìÝñá Þããéêåí... ùò åí çìÝñá åõó÷çìüíùò ðåñéðáôÞóùìåí...
åíäýóáóèå ôïí Êýñéïí çìþí Éçóïýí ×ñéóôüí» (13:11-14).

Ç óùôçñßá ôïõ áíèñþðïõ óõíäÝåôáé ìå ôç óùôçñßá ôïõ
êüóìïõ. «Ç ãÜñ áðïêáñáäïêßá ôçò êôßóåùò ôçí áðïêÜëõøéí
ôùí õéþí ôïõ Èåïý áðåêäÝ÷åôáé» (Ñùì. 8:19). Ç óùôçñßá
ìáò, ëïéðüí, äåí åßíáé ìüíï áôïìéêÞ õðüèåóç, áëëÜ êáé
êïóìéêÞ. Ç Åêêëçóßá áãéÜæåé êáé ôïí Üíèñùðï êáé ôïí êüóìï.
Êé åìåßò ïé ÷ñéóôéáíïß Ý÷ïõìå ÷ñÝïò íá öñïíôßæïõìå ü÷é
ìüíïí ãéá ôï íáü ôïõ Èåïý, ðïõ åßìáóôå åìåßò ïé Üíèñùðïé
- «õìåßò ãÜñ íáüò Èåïý åóôÝ» (Â� Êïñ. 6:16) -, áëëÜ êáé ãéá
ôïí åõñýôåñï (á÷åéñïðïßçôï) íáü ôïõ Èåïý, ðïõ åßíáé ï
êüóìïò ðïõ ìáò ðåñéâÜëëåé, üðùò öáßíåôáé ðïëý êáèáñÜ
óôçí ÁðïêÜëõøç ôïõ ÉùÜííç.

ÐñïôñÝðù üëïõò ìå ðïëëÞ ðáôñéêÞ áãÜðç íá
öñïíôßóïõí, þóôå íá ôåëåóèåß Áãéáóìüò êáé íá ãßíïõí
ó÷åôéêÝò ïìéëßåò êáé êáôÜëëçëåò åêäçëþóåéò óôïõò íáïýò,
óôá ó÷ïëåßá êáé óôá êïéíïôéêÜ êÝíôñá ãéá íá îåêéíÞóåé ìå
ôçí åõëïãßá ôïõ Èåïý ôï ÍÝï Åêêëçóéáóôéêü ¸ôïò.

Ìå ïëüèõìåò ðáôñéêÝò åõ÷Ýò
êáé áãÜðç åí Êõñßù ðïëëÞ,

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò,

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ. � ÐÝèáíå ôá îçìåñþ-
ìáôá ôçò ÐÝìðôçò 27 Áõãïýóôïõ, ï
äéåõèõíôÞò êáé áñ÷éóõíôÜêôçò ôïõ Ïñèü-
äïîïõ ÐáñáôçñçôÞ Êþóôáò ÄåëçãéÜííçò
óå çëéêßá 52 ÷ñïíþí, ýóôåñá áðü óýíôïìç
áëëÜ äýóêïëç ìÜ÷ç ìå ôçí åðÜñáôï.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí ìüëéò ðëçñïöïñÞèçêå ôïí
èÜíáôï ôïõ óõíåñãÜôç ôïõ Ýêáíå ôçí
áêüëïõèç äÞëùóç: «Ìüëéò Üêïõóá ìå
ðïëý ëýðç êáé èëßøç ãéá ôï èÜíáôï ôïõ
áåßìíçóôïõ Êþóôá, ôïõ Êùíóôáíôßíïõ
ÄåëçãéÜííç, ðïõ õðÞñîå óõíåñãÜôçò
ðéóôüò êáé áöïóéùìÝíïò óôçí ÉåñÜ
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ. Ôïõ ïöåßëïõìå ðïëëÜ ãéá
ôçí ðñïóöïñÜ ôïõ óôïí Ïñèüäïîï
ÐáñáôçñçôÞ, áëëÜ êáé óôç Åêêëçóßá ìáò
ãåíéêüôåñá.

»ÕðÞñîå Üíèñùðïò ôßìéïò êáé åõèýò,
ï ïðïßïò ôéìïýóå ôï üíïìá ôçò äçìï-
óéïãñáößáò, ôçò ïéêïãÝíåéÜò ôïõ êáé ôï
äéêü ôïõ. ÏðùóäÞðïôå èá ìáò ëåßøåé êáé
èá åßíáé äýóêïëï íá âñåèåß Üîéïò áíôéêá-
ôáóôÜôçò ôïõ, ðïõ íá öÝñåé ôï âáñý Ýñãï
ôçò åêäüóåùò ôïõ Ïñèüäïîïõ Ðáñá-
ôçñçôÞ óå êáñðïöïñßá, åðÝêôáóç êáé
äéåýñõíóç.

»Ï Êþóôáò Þôáí Üíèñùðïò êáëüò êáé
õðïäåéãìáôéêüò ïéêïãåíåéÜñ÷çò, ìå âáèåéÜ
áãÜðç ãéá üëá ôá ìÝëç ôçò ïéêïãÝíåéÜò
ôïõ. ÕðÞñîå ðáñÜäåéãìá. Èá ìáò ëåßøåé.
Ó� áõôÞ ôç óôéãìÞ ôïõ ìåãÜëïõ ðÝíèïõò,
ïé ðñïóåõ÷Ýò êáé ïé óêÝøåéò ìáò åßíáé ìå
ôç óýæõãü ôïõ ÄÝóðïéíá êáé ôá ðáéäéÜ
ôïõ. Áò åßíáé ç ìíÞìç ôïõ áéùíßá».

Ï Êþóôáò ÄåëçãéÜííçò ãåííÞèçêå
óôï Âüëï, áëëÜ ìåãÜëùóå óôç ÁèÞíá üðïõ
öïßôçóå óôï ÊïëÝãéï Áèçíþí êáé ìåôÝ-
ðåéôá óôç ÐÜíôåéï Ó÷ïëÞ Ðïëéôéêþí
Åðéóôçìþí. ÌåôáíÜóôåõóå óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ
ôï 1983 êáé åñãÜóôçêå ãéá äõü ÷ñüíéá óôçí
åöçìåñßäá «Åèíéêüò ÊÞñõî» êáé êáôüðéí
óôçí «ÐñùúíÞ» ôçò ïðïßáò õðÞñîå äéåõèõ-
íôÞò êáé áñ÷éóõíôÜêôçò ìÝ÷ñé ôï 1989.
ÐáñÜëëçëá óõíÝ÷éóå ôéò óðïõäÝò ôïõ óôç
Ó÷ïëÞ Äçìïóéïãñáößáò êáé Åðéêïéíùíéþí
ôïõ Ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò. Ôï
1989 ðñïóåëÞöèç óôçí É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ
ÁìåñéêÞò, áñ÷éêÜ ìå êáèÞêïíôá åðé÷åé-
ñçìáôéêïý äéåõèõíôÞ êáé óõíôÜêôç ôïõ
åëëçíéêïý ôìÞìáôïò ôïõ Ïñèüäïîïõ
ÐáñáôçñçôÞ. ÐáñÜëëçëá õðçñÝôçóå ôçí
É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ùò åêðñüóùðïò Ôýðïõ
ãéá ôá ÅëëçíéêÜ êáé åëëçíüãëùóóá ÌÝóá
ÌáæéêÞò ÅíçìÝñùóçò. Ôá ôåëåõôáßá ôñßá
÷ñüíéá äéåôÝëåóå äéåõèõíôÞò êáé áñ÷éóõ-
íôÜêôçò.

Ôïí áåßìíçóôï Êþóôá ÷áñáêôÞñéæå ç
áöïóßùóç êáé ï åðáããåëìáôéóìüò, áëëÜ
êáé ç áöïðëéóôéêÞ åõèýôçôá êáé áêåñáéü-
ôçôá ôïõ ÷áñáêôÞñá ôïõ. ÊáôÜ ôç
äéÜñêåéá ôçò èçôåßáò ôïõ óôïí Ïñèüäïîï
ÐáñáôçñçôÞ Ýðáéîå êáèïñéóôéêü ñüëï
óôçí Üíïäï ôçò ðïéüôçôáò êáé ôïõ
åðéðÝäïõ ôïõ, åìðëïõôßæïíôáò ôï ðåñé-
å÷üìåíï êáé öñïíôßæïíôáò ôç ìïñöÞ êáé
ôç ðáñïõóßáóç. Ðñï÷þñçóå óôïí åêóõã-
÷ñïíéóìü ôùí ìåèüäùí ðáñáãùãÞò êáé
óôç ìç÷áíïãñÜöçóç, óõìâÜëëïíôáò
ôáõôü÷ñïíá óôç ìåßùóç ôïõ êüóôïõò.

ÁöÞíåé ðßóù ôïõ ôç óýæõãü ôïõ
ÄÝóðïéíá êáé ôïõò äõü ãéïýò ôïõ ÄçìÞôñç
êáé ÓÝñãéï.

Åöõãå íùñßò ãéá ôï
ìåãÜëï ôáîßäé ï
Êþóôáò ÄåëçãéÜííçò

Á Ñ × É Å Ð É Ó Ê Ï Ð É Ê Ç  Å Ã Ê Õ Ê Ë É Ï Ó

Ôï ðþò ïé Ïñèüäïîïé èá åßíáé åí
åðéãíþóåé Ïñèüäïîïé åíôüò åíüò êüóìïõ
óõã÷ýóåùò êáé ñáãäáßùí êïéíùíéêþí
ìåôáâïëþí, Þôáí ôï èÝìá ðïõ áðáó÷ü-
ëçóå ôéò åñãáóßåò ôçò 4çò ÓõíÜîåùò ôùí
Éåñáñ÷þí ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ
ðïõ óõãêëÞèçêå áðü ôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
Âáñèïëïìáßï óôï ÖáíÜñé, áðü 28 Áõãïý-
óôïõ Ýùò 1 Óåðôåìâñßïõ.

Ç 4ç Óýíáîç ôùí Éåñáñ÷þí ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ

ÍéêïëÜïõ Ìáããßíá
Óôáýñïõ Ðáðáãåñìáíïý

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí Ýöôáóå óôçí Êùíóôáíôé-
íïýðïëç óôéò 28 Áõãïýóôïõ, çãïýìåíïò
ðïëõÜñéèìçò áíôéðñïóùðåßáò Áñ÷üíôùí
ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ óôï
ìåãáëýôåñï ùò óÞìåñá ðñïóêõíçìáôéêü
ôáîßäé Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíþí óôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï. ÐÜíù áðü 100 ¢ñ÷ïíôåò
ôïõ ÔÜãìáôïò Áãßïõ ÁíäñÝïõ ìå ôéò
ïéêïãÝíåéÝò ôïõò, óõììåôåß÷áí óôï ðñïó-
êýíçìá óôï ÖáíÜñé, äéáôñáíþíïíôáò ôçí
áãÜðç ôïõò, ôçí ðßóôç ôïõò, ôçí áöïóßù-
óç êáé ôï óåâáóìü ôïõò óôç ÌçôÝñá
Åêêëçóßá.

Ï äñ. Áíôþíéïò ËõìðåñÜêçò, åèíéêüò
äéïéêçôÞò ôïõ ÔÜãìáôïò ìéëþíôáò ãéá ôï
ðñïóêýíçìá áõôü ôùí áñ÷üíôùí, äÞëù-
óå: <Ïé Áñ÷ïíôåò ôáîßäåøáí óôçí Êùí-

óôáíôéíïýðïëç ãéá íá âåâáéþóïõí ðñï-
óùðéêÜ ôï ðíåõìáôéêü ìáò ðáôÝñá,
Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßï, üôé
åìåßò óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ õðïóôçñßæïõìå áð�
ôçí êáñäéÜ ìáò ôï ìÞíõìÜ ôïõ ãéá

ðíåõìáôéêÞ áíáãÝííçóç, åíüôçôá ôùí
Ïñèïäüîùí, ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞ óõìöéëßùóç êáé
ðñïóôáóßá ôïõ ðåñéâÜëëïíôïò>.

Óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç, ïé Áñ÷ïíôåò

� óåë. 14

Ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßï êáé ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï Óðõñßäùíá ðåñéóôïé÷ßæïõí
Áñ÷ïíôåò ôïõ Ïéê. Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ ìå ôéò ïéêïãÝíåéÝò ôïõò, ðñïóêõíçôÝò óôçí Êùí/ðïëç.

(öùô. Äçì.ÐáíÜãïõ)
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ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ô çí 26ç Óåðôåìâñßïõ ç Ïñèüäïîïò Åêêëçóßá
ìáò ôéìÜ êáé ðñïâÜëëåé ðáíçãõñéêÜ ôçí
Üãéá ìïñöÞ ôïõ Åõáããåëéóôïý ÉùÜííç, ôïõ

«çãáðçìÝíïõ» ìáèçôïý ôïõ Êõñßïõ çìþí Éçóïý
×ñéóôïý, ôïõ óõããñáöÝá ôïõ ôÝôáñôïõ Åõáããåëßïõ
êáé ôïí êáô� åîï÷Þí Áðüóôïëï êáé èåïëüãï Þ üðùò
ëÝãåé ðïëý óùóôÜ ï éåñüò õìíùäüò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
ìáò «ôïí áñ÷çãüí ôçò èåïëïãßáò», ôçí «èåïêßíçôïí
ëýñáí ôùí ïõñáíßùí ùäþí». Ìå áãÜðç áíõðüêñéôç,

«] Ï {áãéïò ìáèçôÞò ôçò [áãÜðçò êáß ]ï ]õéüò ồçò èåßáò âñïíồçò»

ìå èáõìáóìü âáèýôáôï êáé ðçãáßï êáé ìå Ýêäçëç
åõëÜâåéá ç Åêêëçóßá óôñÝöåôáé ðñïò ôçí ðÜíáãíç
ìïñöÞ ôïõ Åõáããåëéóôïý ÉùÜííç,
äéüôé ðñÜãìáôé ï óõããñáöÝáò ôïõ
ôÝôáñôïõ Åõáããåëßïõ óõíäõÜæåé êáé
ôçí âáèåéÜ èåïëïãéêÞ åíüñáóç êáé
ôçí ðáíÜãéá «êáñäéáêÞ» áãÜðç êáé
ôçí áðïêáëõðôéêÞ ìáñôõñßá êáé
ðñïêÞñõîç ôçò åí ×ñéóôþ óùôçñßáò.

Õ éüò ôïõ Æåâåäáßïõ êáé
ôçò Óáëþìçò, áäåëöüò
ôïõ Éáêþâïõ, øáñÜò ôï

åðÜããåëìá êáé óõíåñãÜôçò ôïõ
Áðïóôüëïõ ÐÝôñïõ, ï ÉùÜííçò
õðÞñîå áðü ôïõò ðñþôïõò ìáèç-
ôÝò ôïõ Éçóïý êáé ï ðëÝïí áãáðç-
ìÝíïò áêüëïõèïõò ôïõ ÄéäáóêÜëïõ.
Ìáæß ìå ôïí áäåëöü ôïõ ÉÜêùâï êáé
ôïí ÐÝôñï áðïôåëïýóáí ôïí éäéáß-
ôåñï óôåíü êýêëï ôïõ Éçóïý êáé ôïí
áêïëïõèïýóáí óôéò ðéï ëåðôÝò êáé
éåñÝò óôéãìÝò ôçò åðßãåéáò æùÞò
Ôïõ. Ç ðáñïõóßá ôïõò óôçí Ìåôáìüñöùóç ôïõ
ÓùôÞñïò óôï ¼ñïò Èáâþñ, ç ðáñïõóßá ôïõò óôçí
éäéáßôåñç ðñïóåõ÷Þ ôïõ Êõñßïõ óôïí êÞðï ôçò
ÃåóèçìáíÞò êáé ç åíåñãÞ óõììåôï÷Þ ôïõò óôçí
áíáãíþñéóç êáé ôçí äéáêÞñõîç ôçò Ýíäïîçò Áíá-
óôÜóåùò Ôïõ, äåéêíýïõí ôçí Üìåóç åðáöÞ ôïõò ìå
ôïí Êýñéï êáé ôçí åóùôåñéêÞ åðßãíùóç êáé ôçí
ìõóôéêÞ ôïõò åìðåéñßá óôá èåßá ãåãïíüôá ôçò åðß
ãçò åðéöáíåßáò ôïõ Õéïý êáé Ëüãïõ ôïõ Èåïý.
Éäéáßôåñá ãéá ôïí ÅõáããåëéóôÞ ÉùÜííç áîéïóçìåßùôç
êáé óõãêéíçôéêÞ åßíáé ç ðáñïõóßá ôïõ äßðëá óôïí
áãáðçìÝíï ÄéäÜóêáëï êáôÜ ôïí Ìõóôéêü Äåßðíï óôá
Éåñïóüëõìá. Êáé Þôáí åêåßíïò óôïí ïðïßï ï ×ñéóôüò
ï ßäéïò áíÝèåóå ôçí öñïíôßäá êáé ôçí ðñïóôáóßá ôçò
ðåñéöéëçìÝíçò ôïõ ìçôÝñáò, ôçò Ðáíáãßáò ÐáñèÝíïõ
ÌáñéÜì. Áðü ôï âéâëßï ôùí ÐñÜîåùí ôùí Áðïóôü-
ëùí ìáèáßíïõìå, üôé ï ÅõáããåëéóôÞò óõíÝ÷éóå ôçí
ÁðïóôïëéêÞ ôïõ äñÜóç óôá Éåñïóüëõìá åßíáé äå
áîéïóçìåßùôï ôï ãåãïíüò üôé ï Áðüóôïëïò Ðáýëïò
ôïí áðïêáëåß, ìáæß ìå ôïí ÐÝôñï êáé ÉÜêùâï «óôýëï»
ôçò Åêêëçóßáò (Ãáë. 2,9). ËåðôïìÝñåéåò ãéá ôçí
ìåôÝðåéôá æùÞ êáé äñÜóç äåí ðáñïõóéÜæåé ç áñ÷áßá
×ñéóôéáíéêÞ Ãñáììáôåßá. Ç ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞ ÐáñÜäïóç

äéÝóùóå ôçí ðëçñïöïñßá üôé ìåôÝâç óôçí ̧ öåóï êáé
óôç ÐÜôìï, üðïõ óõíÝãñáøå ôá ðÝíôå ãíùóôÜ
âéâëßá ôïõ ðïõ Ý÷ïõí áöÞóåé áíåîßôçëç ôçí
åðßäñáóç ôïõò óôç äéáìüñöùóç ôçò ìõóôéêÞò êáé
ðíåõìáôéêÞò äéäáóêáëßáò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò. Ôá ðÝíôå
áõôÜ âéâëßá åßíáé ôï ðíåõìáôïöüñï ÅõáããÝëéü ôïõ,
ç èåéïôÜôç ÁðïêÜëõøç ôïõ êáé ïé áãáðçôéêÝò ôñåéò
åðéóôïëÝò ôïõ. ÌÝóá ó�áõôÜ ðåñéêëåßïíôáé, üëç ç
Üóðéëç áãÜðç ôïõ áãáðçìÝíïõ ìáèçôïý ðñïò ôïí
ÄéäÜóêáëü ôïõ êáé üëç ç Üöèáñôç ìýçóç êáé
åìâÜíèõóç óôá Üññçôá ìõóôÞñéá ôçò éåñÜò åí
×ñéóôþ Èåïëïãßáò. Êáé ðÜëé ç éåñÜ ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞ
ðáñÜäïóç åðéìáñôõñåß üôé ðáñÝäùóå ôï ðíåýìá
óôïí Êýñéï óå âáèý ãÞñáò óôçí <ìõñßðíïïí> ̧ öåóï.

ÏñéóìÝíïé éåñïß óõããñáöåßò êáé Óõíá-
îáñéóôáß ïìéëïýí ðåñß «ìåôáóôÜóåùò»
ôïõ ÉùÜííïõ åéò ôïõò ïõñáíïýò.
Ïýôùò Þ Üëëùò ç êïßìçóç êáé ç ìåôÜ-
óôáóÞ ôïõ ôïí Ýöåñáí êïíôÜ, êáé ðÜëé
óôïõò éåñïýò êüëðïõò ôïõ áãáðç-
ìÝíïõ Éçóïý. ÐïëëÜ åãñÜöçóáí ìÝ÷ñé
óÞìåñá ãéá ôçí ëáìðñÞ êáé ðÜìöùôç
èåïëïãßá ôïõ Áãßïõ ÉùÜííïõ êáé
ÅõáããåëéóôÞ.

Ï ôñüðïò óïõ äåí Üöçíå ðåñéèþñéá. ¸ôóé,
ðÝñáóå êé áõôü áðü ôï íïõ ìïõ. ¸êáíåò êÜèå
ðñïóðÜèåéá íá ìáò åîïéêåéþóåéò üëïõò ìå ôçí éäÝá
ôïõ èáíÜôïõ. ÓêÝøç öåõãáëÝá. Ïôé èá ãñÜöù
êÜðïôå ãéá ôï èÜíáôü óïõ... ÁëëÜ, áðëÜ ðÝñáóå.
¼ðùò ïé óêÝøåéò ðïõ üëïé êÜíïõìå ãéá ôï èÜíáôï
êáé ãéá ìåôÜ áð� áõôüí...

Ìáíßá ìå ôïí ÐáñáôçñçôÞ. ÅðÝìåíåò íá äåéò ôéò
óåëßäåò ôïõ ôåý÷ïõò ôïõ Óåðôåìâñßïõ ðñéí ôéò
äéáêïðÝò. ¼óï ðéï ðïëëÝò ãåìÜôåò óåëßäåò Þèåëåò
íá óïõ öÝñíù óðßôé.

«Êëåßíå óåëßäåò. ÈÜ÷åéò ëßãï êáéñü ìåôÜ ôéò
äéáêïðÝò êáé äåí èá ðñïöôáßíåéò êé åãþ äåí èÜìáé
åäþ íá óå âïçèÞóù», Ýëåãåò.

Çóïõí ðÜíôá áðáéôçôéêüò. Ôï �ëåãåò êé ï ßäéïò.
Ôï äÞëùíåò áð� ôçí áñ÷Þ. Áðáéôçôéêüò áð� ôïí åáõôü
óïõ ðñþôá. Áðáéôçôéêüò áðü ôïõò óõíåñãÜôåò.
Éäéáßôåñá áðáéôçôéêüò, ðéåóôéêüò öïñÝò-öïñÝò, áðü
ôïõò ößëïõò.

¹îåñåò êáëÜ, êáëýôåñá áðü êÜèå Üëëï, ðùò
ôï ôÝëïò äåí åßíáé ìáêñéÜ. Áíèñþðéíïò êé ï öüâïò
ìðñïò óôï èÜíáôï. Êé üìùò äå äåßëéáæåò.

¢íáõäïé Ýìåíáí, üóïé ìÜèáéíáí áð� ôï óôüìá

¹óïõí êáëüò ößëïò...
óïõ ãéá ôï ôÝëïò ðïõ ðëçóßáæå. Ìå ôçí ßäéá
äõóåýñåôç åõèýôçôá ðïõ óå ÷áñáêôÞñéæå ðÜíôá,
áíÞããåëëåò «ôá âáñéÜ ìáíôÜôá» ðáëéêáñßóéá, óáí
ôç ðéü öõóéêÞ åîÝëéîç. Ïðùò ïé Üëëïé áíáêïéíþíïõìå
ôïí ðñïïñéóìü ôùí äéáêïðþí ìáò.

Ìéá ìÝñá, ìåôÜ ôçí ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞ, ìéëÞóáìå ãéá
þñåò ðïëëÝò ãéá ôçí æùÞ êáé ãéá ôçí ìåôÜ èÜíáôï.
«Äåí èá ìáò äïèïýí ðïëëÝò åõêáéñßåò íá ôá
îáíáðïýìå Ýôóé», åßðåò. Êáé äåí ìáò äüèçêáí.
¾óôåñá äõóêüëåøáí ôá ðñÜãìáôá.

Äåí îÝñù áí Þôáí ðéü êáëÜ ðïõ ôåëéêÜ Ýöõãá
ãéá äéáêïðÝò. Íüìéóåò ðùò ßóùò öïâüìïõí íá ìåßíù.
ºóùò... Ôçí ìÝñá ðïõ Ýöåõãá ìå êïßôáîåò ìå óéãïõñéÜ
óôá ìÜôéá: «Çóïõí êáëüò ößëïò», åßðåò êáé ðÜãùóá.
¸öõãá. Åóý óõíÝ÷éóåò. Åõôõ÷þò ü÷é ìïíÜ÷ïò, äßðëá
óïõ ç Ðüðç êáé ôá ðáéäéÜ.

¸öõãåò íùñßò ãéá ôï ìåãÜëï ôáîßäé. Ãéá ëßãá
ëåðôÜ ôçò þñáò äåí óå ðñüëáâá ôá îçìåñþìáôá
ôçò ÐÝìðôçò. Åöõãåò Þñåìá êé áðëÜ, üðùò áêñéâþò
Þèåëåò.

Çóïõí êáëüò ößëïò, Êþóôá. Áíôßï. Åßíáé
êáëýôåñá åêåß. Áõôü ðéóôåýù.

� Ó.Ð.

ðáñáêÜèçóáí óå äåßðíï êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôïõ ïðïßïõ ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Óðõñßäùí ôüíéóå ôéò åõèýíåò êáé ôï ÷ñÝïò
ôùí ìåëþí ôïõ ÔÜãìáôïò ðñïò ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßï. <...Åßíáé êáèÞêïí ìáò êáé ÷ñÝïò ìáò íá óôçñßæïõìå
êáé íá õðåñáóðéæüìáóôå ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßï...áðü ôï ïðïßï ðçãÜæåé ï ôßôëïò êáé ç ôéìÞ ôïõ
¢ñ÷ïíôá áðü ôïí 1ï áéþíá, äéÜ ìÝóïõ ôùí äåÞóåùí ôùí
åðéóêüðùí êáé ðáôñéáñ÷þí ðïõ áíÞëèáí óôïí éóôïñéêü
Èñüíï ôïõ Áãßïõ ÁíäñÝá>.

Ç Ýíáñîç ôùí åñãáóéþí ôçò 4çò Óýíáîçò, óôçí ïðïßá
Ýëáâå ìÝñïò êáé ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí, Ýãéíå ìå ðñïóåõ÷Þ êáé ìå åéóÞãçóç ôïõ
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ Âáñèïëïìáßïõ. Óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ï Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôçò ÃÝñùí ÅöÝóïõ ×ñõóüóôïìïò óå ïìéëßá ôïõ
åîÝèåóå ôçí ðñïâëçìáôïëïãßá ðÜíù óôï ãåíéêü èÝìá.

Êáôüðéí Ýãéíáí ôÝóóåñéò åìðåñéóôáôùìÝíåò
åéóçãÞóåéò ìå êåíôñéêü Üîïíá ôï ãåíéêü èÝìá üðùò: «Ç
åêêïóìßêåõóéò ùò ãåãïíüò êáé ùò áðåéëÞ åéò ôçí
óýã÷ñïíïí Ïñèïäïîßá», áðü ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç Êõäùíßáò
êáé Áðïêïñþíïõ Åéñçíáßï, «ÁðïâëçôÝáé ïèíåßáé êáé
åôåñüäïîïé åéóâïëáß ðñáêôéêþí êáé éäåþí åéò ôïí
Ïñèüäïîïí ÷þñïí», áðü ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï Éåñáðüëåùò
Áíôþíéï, «Ç Ïéêïõìåíéêüôçò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò ùò
óýã÷ñïíïí âßùìá», áðü ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç Ãåñìáíßáò
Áõãïõóôßíï êáé ôÝëïò ôï èÝìá: «Ç ðñüêëçóéò ôùí
ìåôáöõóéêþí åìðåéñéþí åíôüò Ïñèïäïîßáò êáé ç
Ïñèüäïîïò áðÜíôçóéò» áðü ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç Áßíïõ êáé
ðñüåäñï Ðéôôóâïýñãïõ ÌÜîéìï.

Óå êÜèå åéóÞãçóç äéåîÞ÷èç äéåîïäéêÞ óõæÞôçóç áðü
ôïõò ÉåñÜñ÷åò ðïõ ìåôåß÷áí óôç Óýíáîç.

Óôï ôÝëïò ôùí åñãáóéþí åêäüèçêå áðü ôçí ÉåñÜ
Óýíáîç ôçò Éåñáñ÷ßáò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ, ìÞíõìá
ðñïò ôïí êëÞñï êáé ôïí åõóåâÞ ëáü óôï ïðïßï
ðáñáããÝëëåé <üðùò üëá ôá ôÝêíá ôçò åí ìÝóù ôçò
ðáãêïóìéïðïéïýìåíçò áêïéíùíÞôïõ êïéíùíßáò áãùíé-
óèïýí ìå ðïëëÞ äýíáìç åíáíôßïí ôïõ ðíåýìáôïò
áõôÜñêåéáò êáé áõôáñÝóêåéáò êáé áíèñùðïèåúóìïý ðïõ
åðéêñáôåß óÞìåñá êáé íá âéþóïõí ìå äýíáìç êáé åììïíÞ
ôçí ðßóôç êáé ôçí æùÞ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò>.

Óôï ìÞíõìá ãßíåôáé áíáöïñÜ óôçí 1ç Óåðôåìâñßïõ,
áñ÷Þ ôïõ íÝïõ åêêëçóéáóôéêïý Ýôïõò, ç ïðïßá Ý÷åé
êáèéåñùèåß áðü ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï, ùò çìÝñá
ðñïóåõ÷þí êáé äåÞóåùí õðÝñ ôçò ðñïóôáóßáò ôïõ
ðïëëáðëþò áðåéëïýìåíïõ öõóéêïý ðåñéâÜëëïíôïò.

Áêüìç, ðáñÜêëçóç êáé ðáôñéêÞ ðñïôñïðÞ, áðåõèý-
íåôáé ìå ôï ìÞíõìá, ðñïò ôéò ÊõâåñíÞóåéò ôùí Êñáôþí,
ðñïò ôïõò äéá÷åéñéóôÝò ôçò ïéêïíïìßáò êáé ôçò âéïìç-
÷áíßáò, óôïõò åñåõíçôÝò êáé åðéóôÞìïíåò, óôïõò
êáëëéåñãïýíôåò ôçí ãç, üðùò ï êáèÝíáò áðü ôçí ðëåõñÜ
ôïõ åðéôåëåß ôï ÷ñÝïò ôïõ þóôå íá áðïôñáðåß ç
ðåñáéôÝñù êáôáóôñïöÞ ôïõ ðëáíÞôç êáé ôïõ ðåñéâÜë-
ëïíôïò.

Åðßóçò, óôï ìÞíõìá êáôáäéêÜæåôáé ï åèíïöõëåôéóìüò
êáé ï åìðáèÞò ìéóáëëüäïîïò, êáé êáôáóôñïöéêüò ãéá ôçí
åíüôçôá ôçò áíèñùðüôçôáò åèíéêéóìüò. Êáëåß äå ôï
ðëÞñùìá ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ íá áðÝ÷åé áðü ôéò
áíáôïëéêÝò ëåãüìåíåò äïîáóßåò.

ÊáôÜ ôçí Ýíáñîç ôïõ íÝïõ Åêêëçóéáóôéêïý Ýôïõò ïé
ÉåñÜñ÷åò óõí÷ïñïóôÜôçóáí ìå ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç óôï Ðáôñéáñ÷éêü íáü ôïõ Áãßïõ Ãåùñãßïõ óôï
ÖáíÜñé êáé óôï ôÝëïò õðÝãñáøáí óôïí Êþäéêá ôçò
ÌåãÜëçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçí êáèéåñùìÝíç ôçò íÝáò Æ´
Éíäéêôéþíïò.

Ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò äÝ÷ôçêå ìå áãÜðç
ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ìå ôïí ïðïßï åß÷å êáé êáô�
éäßáí óõíáíôÞóåéò. Åðßóçò, óôï ðåñéèþñéï ôùí åðéóÞìùí
åñãáóéþí ôçò Óýíáîçò, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò óõíáíôÞèçêå
ìå ôçí óõíïäéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ ôùí Åðáñ÷éþí ôïõ Èñüíïõ,
ôçò ïðïßáò ðñïåäñåýåé, ï ÃÝñùí Ìçôñïðïëßôçò
×áëêçäüíïò Éùáêåßì.

<Åß÷á åõ÷Üñéóôåò êáé ðáñáãùãéêÝò óõíáíôÞóåéò ìå
ôïí ðíåõìáôéêü ðáôÝñá ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò, ôïí Ðáíáãéü-
ôáôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü ìáò ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßï> äÞëùóå
ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò, ðñïóèÝôïíôáò: <Åðß ðëÝïí ç
óõíÜíôçóç ìïõ ìå ôçí ÅðéôñïðÞ ôùí Åðáñ÷éþí ôïõ
Èñüíïõ Þôáí ðïëý äçìéïõñãéêÞ êáé ðáñáãùãéêÞ>.

Ôï âñÜäõ ôçò 1çò Óåðôåìâñßïõ, ç ÍÜíá Ìïýó÷ïõñç
Ýäùóå óõíáõëßá-ðñïóöïñÜ ãéá ôï íÝï åêêëçóéáóôéêü
Ýôïò, ìåôÜ áðü ðñüóêëçóç ôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ, óå õðáßèñéï
óõíáõëéáêü ÷þñï óôï Âüóðïñï, ÷áñßæïíôáò ìïíáäéêÝò
óôéãìÝò ìå ôç öùíÞ êáé ôçí ðáñïõóßá ôçò. ÐáñÝóôçóáí
ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò
Óðõñßäùí, ïé ÉåñÜñ÷åò ðïõ Ýëáâáí ìÝñïò óôç Óýíáîç, ï
ÌÝãáò åõåñãÝôçò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ Ð.
Áããåëüðïõëïò, ï Ãåí. Ðñüîåíïò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò Öþôçò
ÎõäÜò, ï ÐñÝóâçò êáé ï Ãåí. Ðñüîåíïò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò, Üëëïé
äéðëùìÜôåò, ¢ñ÷ïíôåò ïööéêéÜëïé ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò
ÁìåñéêÞò, Üëëïé åðßóçìïé êáé ðëÞèïò ðñïóêåêëçìÝíùí.

� óåë. 13

Ç 4ç Óýíáîç ôùí Éåñáñ÷þí ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ
Óôáõñïý, ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ôï öñüíçìá êáé ôçí ðñïóÝã-
ãéóç êáé ôïí èáõìáóìü ðñïò
ôïí ÅõáããåëéóôÞ ÉùÜííç ôïí

åêöñÜæåé, äßêáéá, ï éåñüò õìíùäüò ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ìáò. ÃñÜöåé ôá áêüëïõèá
áîéïèáýìáóôá ëüãéá: «Ðïôáìïß èåïëï-
ãßáò åê ôïõ ôéìßïõ óïõ óôüìáôïò
áíÝâëõóáí Áðüóôïëå, åî þí ç Åêêëç-
óßá ôïõ Èåïý áñäåõïìÝíç, ðñïóêõíåß
ç ïñèïäüîùò ÔñéÜäá ïìïïýóéïí, Þí êáé

íýí áßôçóáé, ÉùÜííç Èåïëüãå, óôçñé÷èÞíáé, êáé
óùèÞíáé ôáò øõ÷Üò çìþí». Äåí åßíáé ëïéðüí
ðáñÜäïîï, üôé óýìðáóá ç Åêêëçóßá ôïõ áðÝíåéìå
ôïí ðïëýôéìï ôßôëï ôïõ êáô� åîï÷Þí «Èåïëüãïõ». Ôï
äå íçóß ôçò ÐÜôìïõ ôïí åðåõöçìåß áêüìç ðåñéó-
óüôåñï, ãéáôß, êáôÜ ôçí ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞ ÐáñÜäïóç
åêåß óõíÝãñáøå ôçí èåüðíåõóôç ÁðïêÜëõøç ôïõ.
Ïé Üãéïé ÐáôÝñåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò, ï Åéñçíáßïò êáé
ï ÌÝãáò ÁèáíÜóéïò êáé ï ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò êáé ï
Ãñçãüñéïò ï Èåïëüãïò êáé Ãñçãüñéïò ï Íýóóçò êáé ï
ÉùÜííçò ï ×ñõóüóôïìïò ìå óôïñãÞ êáé ðñïóåõ÷çôéêÞ
áãÜðç åñìÞíåõóáí ôá ðÜã÷ñõóá éåñÜ âéâëßá ôïõ.
¸ôóé ç ìíÞìç ôïõ áãßïõ ÉùÜííïõ ôïõ Åõáããåëéóôïý
èá ðáñáìåßíåé, áéþíéá óôçí øõ÷Þ ìáò, üðùò áéþíéá
êáé áêáôáíßêçôç Þôáí ç áãÜðç ôïõ ðñïò ôïí
ÐÜíáãíï ÄéäÜóêáëï ôçò Èåßáò ÁãÜðçò. «Áãáðçôïß,
áãáðþìåí áëëÞëïõò, üôé ç áãÜðç åê ôïõ Èåïý
åóôß...» (Á´ Éùáí. 5,7)
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ATHENS

BOOKSTORE

ÂÉÂËÉÁ ÓÔÁ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÁ
�ÑïìáíôéêÜ �ÉóôïñéêÜ
�ÐáéäéêÜ �Âéïãñáößåò
êáé ðïëëÜ-ðïëëÜ Üëëá

ÔçëåöùíÞóôå ÄÙÑÅÁÍ
ãéá íá ëÜâåôå Ýíáí

ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ÊÁÔÁËÏÃÏ

ÁÈÇÍÁÚÊÏÂÉÂËÉÏÐÙËÅÉÏ
GREEK LANGUAGE

BOOKS
�Romance �History

�Children�s �Biography
and many many more

Call TOLL FREE for
our FREE CATALOG

1-888-559-1611

NEW TERMINAL
On September 1st, 1998 Olym-

pic Airways began operating from
TERMINAL ONE at New York�s
JFK International Airport.

This state-of-the-art terminal is
the first new building of its type
built at JFK in a quarter of a cen-
tury. This technological cathedral
of glass and space and natural light,
was designed and brilliantly engi-
neered by the well known Greek
American architect William N.
Bodouva.

Among its unique features are
the many skylights providing natu-
ral lighting throughout the termi-
nal including immigration and cus-
toms areas.

A soaring atrium and two water-
falls highlight the four separate is-
lands of check-in counters in the
middle of the terminal.

OLYMPIC
IS ON THE

MOVE.
A special lounge for smokers, a

children�s play area, a business trav-
eler work area, the largest duty free
shopping area east of the Mississippi,
the most complete selection of bou-
tique areas, a collection of interna-
tional restaurants, four newsstands
selling magazines and newspaper
from around the world, emphasize the
importance placed on passengers
comfort and convenience.

Apart from the tonic of space
and light, TERMINAL ONE is
designed to reduce to the fewest
steps the passage of footweary
travelers.

This is a true passenger friendly
terminal.

In addition, a new multi-level
parking garage with easy access is
located opposite the terminal.

We look forward to welcoming
you soon at TERMINAL ONE.

Olympic is doing everything to make 1998 a moving experience.

ÉóôïñéêÞ êáé éäéáßôåñá óçìáíôéêÞ
÷áñáêôçñßóôçêå áðü ôïõò åêêëçóéá-
óôéêïýò êáé ðïëéôéêïýò ðáñÜãïíôåò ôçò
Ôóå÷ßáò êáé Óëïâáêßáò, ç åðßóçìç åðß-
óêåøç ðïõ ðñáãìáôïðïßçóå ï Ïéêïõ-

Åêêëçóßá Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò, ôï Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï, ãéá ôçí áðïóôïëÞ
áðü ôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ÌåãÜëï Öþôéï ôï 863
óôç ÌåãÜëç Ìïñáâßá ôçí ÉåñáðïóôïëÞ
Áãßùí Êõñßëëïõ êáé Ìåèïäßïõ, ïé ïðïßïé
äéÝäùóáí ôï Êõñéëëéêü áëöÜâçôï êáé
èåìåëßùóáí ôçí ðïëéôéóôéêÞ áíáãÝííçóç
óôçí ðåñéï÷Þ ôïõò.

Óôçí Óëïâáêßá óôçí ðüëç ÐñÝóïâ ï
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ðñïåîÞñ÷å óå õðáßèñéá Èåßá
Ëåéôïõñãßá ìå ôç óõììåôï÷Þ Éåñáñ÷þí
áìöïôÝñùí ôùí Åêêëçóéþí. Åðßóçò
ôéìÞèçêå ìå äéäáêôïñéêü äßðëùìá áðü ôï
ÐáíåðéóôÞìéï ôçò ðüëçò.

Ôåëåõôáßïò óôáèìüò ôçò Ðáôñé-
áñ÷éêÞò ðåñéïäåßáò Þôáí ç ÌðñáôéóëÜâá
ðñùôåýïõóá ôçò Óëïâáêßáò. Åêåß åß÷å
óõíÜíôçóç ìå ôïí Ðñùèõðïõñãü êáé
Ðñïåäñåýïíôá ôçò Óëïâáêßáò Vladimir
Meclar, ï ïðïßïò åß÷å ðñïóêáëÝóåé
åðßóçìá ôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßï, ôïí
Ðñüåäñï ôïõ Óëáâéêïý Êïéíïâïõëßïõ Ivan
Gasparovic êáé ôïí Õðïõñãü Ðïëéôéóìïý
Ivan Mudec, êáèþò êáé ìå ôïõò åêðñï-
óþðïõò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ
ôùí Åêêëçóéþí ôçò ÓëáâéêÞò êáé ôçò
ÑùìáéïêáèïëéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò.

Äéáðéóôþèçêáí, ãéá ìéá áêüìç öïñÜ,
ôá áéóèÞìáôá óåâáóìïý êáé åõëÜâåéáò ðïõ
Ý÷åé ðñïò ôçí Åêêëçóßá Êùíóôáíôéíïõ-
ðüëåùò, ç Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá ôçò Ôóå÷ßáò
êáé Óëïâáêßáò. ÓöõñçëáôÞèçêáí áêüìç
ðåñéóóüôåñï ïé äåóìïß êáé ïé áãáèÝò ó÷Ý-
óåéò ðïõ õðÜñ÷ïõí ìåôáîý ôùí äýï Åêêëçóéþí.

Ôçí åõãíùìïóýíç ôçò Ïñèüäïîçò
Åêêëçóßáò ôçò Ðïëùíßáò ðñïò ôï Ïéêïõìå-
íéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï, ãéá ôçí ìÝ÷ñé ôþñá
óôïñãéêÞ ìÝñéìíá êáé óõìðáñÜóôáóç ôïõ,
óôçí Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá ôçò Ðïëùíßáò,
åîÝöñáóå ï íÝïò Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Âáñóïâßáò
êáé ðÜóçò Ðïëùíßáò ÓÜââáò êáôÜ ôçí
åðßóçìç åðßóêåøç ðïõ ðñáãìáôïðïßçóå
óôï ÖáíÜñé áðü 24 Ýùò 28 Éïõëßïõ.

íßáò ëÝãïíôáò ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêÜ: «Ç Ïñèï-
äïîßá ôçò Ðïëùíßáò Ý÷åé ôçí óõíåßäçóç üôé
áé ñßæáé áõôÞò Ý÷ïõí ìåôáöõôåõèåß åê ôïõ
åíäüîïõ Âõæáíôßïõ äéÜ ôùí Áãßùí Êõñßë-
ëïõ êáé Ìåèïäßïõ. ¸÷åé ùóáýôùò ôçí
óõíåßäçóéí ôçò äéáñêïýò óõìðáñáóôÜ-
óåùò êáé âïçèåßáò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, éäéáéôÝñùò êáôÜ ôáò ëßáí
äõóêüëïõò ðåñéüäïõò ôçò ìåãÜëçò Ïõíé-
ôéêÞò äïêéìáóßáò. Åí ôù óçìåßù ôïýôù
åðéèõìþ íá áíáöÝñù ôçí ðñïóùðé-
êüôçôá ôïõ ôüôå åêðñïóþðïõ ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, ôïõ Áñ÷éìáí-
äñßôïõ Íéêçöüñïõ, üóôéò, äßäùí ôçí

ìáñôõñßáí ðåñß ôçò
ïñèoäüîïõ ðßóôåùò,
áðåâßùóåí åíôüò ôïõ
óôáõñïöïñéêïý öñïõ-
ñßïõ (êÜóôñï) ôïõ ÌÜë-
ìðïñê. ÌåãÜëçò óçìá-
óßáò ùóáýôùò ôõã÷Üíåé
ç ðñáãìáôïðïéçèåßóá
åðßóçìïò åðßóêåøéò ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ-
÷ïõ Éåñåìßïõ ôïõ åéò
ÓïõðñÜóë êáôÜ ôïí 16ï
áéþíá, êáèþò êáé ç
ðáñï÷Þ ôçò åõëïãßáò
áõôïý ðñïò ïñãÜíùóéí
ôùí åêêëçóéáóôéêþí
áäåëöïôÞôùí, áé ïðïßáé
ä é å ä ñ á ì Ü ô é ó á í

óðïõäáßïí ñüëïí ðñïò Üìõíáí ôçò
Ïñèïäïîßáò. Ç ðñïóöïñÜ áõôþí õðÞñîå
ìåãÜëç êáé äéÜ ôçí ìüñöùóéí ôùí ðñïò
êÜëõøéí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò çìþí óôåëå÷þí
áõôÞò, éäéáéôÝñùò êáôÜ ôçí ðåñßïäïí
ìåôáîý ôùí äýï ðáãêïóìßùí ðïëÝìùí.
Ìåôáîý áõôþí ðåñéëáìâÜíåôáé, ùóáý-
ôùò, êáé ç áíáêÞñõîéò êáé áíáãíþñéóçò
ôçò çìåôÝñáò Åêêëçóßáò ùò áõôïêåöÜëïõ,
êáèþò êáé ç ðñüóöáôïò åðßóêåøéò ôïõ
áïéäßìïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ
Äçìçôñßïõ Á´».

Ï ÍÝïò ÐñïêáèÞìåíïò ôçò Ðïëùíßáò óôï ÖáíÜñé

ôïõ Íéêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèï-
ëïìáßïò êáé ïé ÉåñÜñ÷åò ôçò ÉåñÜò Óõíüäïõ
ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ õðï-
äÝ÷èçêáí ìå åãêáñäéü-
ôçôá ôïí íÝï Ðñïêá-
èÞìåíï ôçò ÐïëùíéêÞò
Åêêëçóßáò, êáé ï Ðáôñé-
Üñ÷çò ðñïóöùíþíôáò
ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç Âáñ-
óïâßáò áíáöÝñèçêå óôéò
áãáèÝò ó÷Ýóåéò ìåôáîý
ôùí äýï Åêêëçóéþí êáé
ðñïÝâç óôçí äéáâåâáß-
ùóç ôçò áäéáëåßðôïõ êáé
æþóçò óõìðáñáóôÜ-
óåùò ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ
óå êÜèå èÝìá ðïõ áðá-
ó÷ïëåß ôçí Åêêëçóßá ôçò
Ðïëùíßáò êáé ðïõ èá
÷ñåéÜæåôáé ôçí âïÞèåéá
ôçò ÌçôÝñáò Åêêëçóßáò.

Áðïêïñýöùìá ôçò åðéóêÝøåùò Þôáí
ç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá ðïõ ôåëÝóèçêå óôï íáü
ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò, óôç ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ
ôçò ×Üëêçò, üðïõ ðñïåîÞñ÷áí ï ÐáôñéÜñ-
÷çò êáé ï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Âáñóïâßáò êáé
ÉåñÜñ÷åò ôùí äýï Åêêëçóéþí.

Óôï ôÝëïò ôçò Èåßáò Ëåéôïõñãßáò óå
ïìéëßá ôïõ ï íÝïò ÐñïêáèÞìåíïò ôçò
ÐïëùíéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò áíáöÝñèçêå óôç
óõìðáñÜóôáóç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßïõ ðñïò ôçí Ïñèïäïîßá ôçò Ðïëù-

ÉóôïñéêÞ åðßóêåøç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç óôçí Ôóå÷ßá êáé Óëïâáêßá

ôïõ Íéêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá

ìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò óôéò
÷þñåò ôïõò, åðéóêåðôüìåíïò ôçí áõôü-
íïìç Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá ôçò Ôóå÷ßáò êáé
Óëïâáêßáò, ðïõ ðñïÀóôáôáé ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ÐñÜãáò Äùñüèåïò.

Èåñìü êáé åãêÜñäéï êëßìá åðéêñÜôçóå
óôçí óõíÜíôçóç ôïõ ÐñïÝäñïõ ôçò
Ôóå÷éêÞò Äçìïêñáôßáò ÂÜôóëáâ ×Üâåë ìå
ôïí ÐñïêáèÞìåíï ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò ê.
Âáñèïëïìáßï. Óôç óõæÞôçóç ðïõ Ýãéíå ï
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò åðåóÞìáíå ôçí èÝóç êáé ôï
ñüëï ðïõ Ý÷åé êáé ðñÝðåé íá äéáäñáìáôßæåé
ç Ïñèïäïîßá óôçí åðï÷Þ ìáò. Ïé äýï
çãÝôåò, áêüìç, ìßëçóáí ãéá ôçí áíÜãêç
ðíåõìáôéêÞò èåìåëßùóçò ôçò åíïðïßçóçò
ôçò Åõñþðçò.

Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò óôç óõíÜíôçóç ôïõ ìå
ôïí Ðñüåäñï ôçò Ãåñïõóßáò Petr Pithart
åîÝöñáóå ôçí éêáíïðïßçóÞ ôïõ ãéá ôéò
áãáèÝò ó÷Ýóåéò êáé ôçí ðñïóôáóßá ôçò
Ôóå÷éêÞò Ðïëéôåßáò ðñïò ôçí ôïðéêÞ
Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá.

Ïé åêêëçóéáóôéêïß êáé ðïëéôéêïß
ðáñÜãïíôåò áìöïôÝñùí ôùí ÷ùñþí äåí
ðáñÝëåéøáí óå êÜèå åõêáéñßá íá åêöñÜ-
óïõí ôçí åõãíùìïóýíç ôïõò ðñïò ôçí

Ìå âáèéÜ èñçóêåõôéêÞ åõëÜâåéá êáé åðéóçìüôçôá ãéïñôÜóôçêå óôéò 10 Áõãïýóôïõ
(28 Éïõëßïõ, óýìöùíá ìå ôï ðáëáéü åïñôïëüãéï) ç êõñéþíõìç çìÝñá ôçò Ïóßáò ÅéñÞíçò
×ñõóïâáëÜíôïõ, óôç ïìþíõìç ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ ÓôáõñïðçãéáêÞ ÌïíÞ, óôçí Áóôüñéá. Ïé
ðáíçãõñéêïß åïñôáóìïß, ðïõ äéÞñêåóáí ôñåßò ìÝñåò ïëïêëçñþèçêáí ìå áñ÷éåñáôéêÞ
Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá ðñïåîÜñ÷ïíôïò ôïõ Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá. Ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò áíáöåñüìåíïò óôïí ðñþôï ãéïñôáóìü áðü ôçí Ýíôáîç ôçò ÉåñÜò ÌïíÞò
ôçò Áãßáò ÅéñÞíçò óôïõò êüëðïõò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ áðçýèõíå ìÞíõìá
áãÜðçò, åíüôçôáò êáé åéñÞíçò.           (öùô. GANP-Ì.Ôüëéïõ)
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GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO SUPERSTORE
25-50 31st  STREET, ASTORIA, NY 11102

When in New York, visit our music Superstore,
with 6,000 ft of showroom, where you will
find any Greek Cassette, Compact Disc or
Video on the Market. You  may find all Greek
music and Video at unbelievably low prices.
Our prices are lower than what music sells in
Greece.

CONSIGMENTS FOR CHURCH
FESTIVALS - PLEASE CALL

1998 GENERAL CATALOG
KõêëïöüñçóåKõêëïöüñçóåKõêëïöüñçóåKõêëïöüñçóåKõêëïöüñçóå êá- êá- êá- êá- êá-
ôÜëïãïò ôïõ Êáëï-ôÜëïãïò ôïõ Êáëï-ôÜëïãïò ôïõ Êáëï-ôÜëïãïò ôïõ Êáëï-ôÜëïãïò ôïõ Êáëï-
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VIDEO
TRANSFERSFREE UPON

REQUEST
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NEW AUTUMN RELEASES

After much demand, we are
adding  one more service to
our customers. We convert
videos from the Greek sys-
tem (PAL-SECAM) to the
American (NTSC) and vice
versa. Your order will be
done by professional qual-
ity digital converter, at new
low-low prices.

ONLY $25.00

FOR FIRST 2 HRS
Price includes blank
cassette and S&H.

HRISES EPITIHIES 98
HOREFTIKES EPITIHIES
CD: 4965-002 $  25.98
CS: 4965-004 - FREE WITH CD

GLYKERIA
MASKA

CD: 4916-172 $ 24.98
CS: 4916-174 $ 10.98

GEORGE
DALARAS

LIVE & UNPLUGGED
CD: 4960-542 $ 25.98

DALARAS & FRAGOULIS
STIN IERA ODO -

ZONTANI IHOGRAFISI
CD (SNgl): 8858-832 $ 11.98

EVRIDIKI
DESE MOU TA MATIA

CD: 4964-822 $ 24.98
CS: 4964-824 $ 14.98

FREE
CASSETTE

W I T H
T H E  C D

# 1 MAXI HITS - EDITION 98
GREAT DANCING

MIXES
CD: 9014-2 $ 21.98
CS: 9014-4 $ 14.98

HALIA
FIVOS DELIVORIAS -

SIMETEHI: KETI GARBI
CD: 4916-762 $ 21.98

IME GINEKA
ATHINA HAIKALI

CD: CDMBI-10728 $ 17.98
CS: TCMBI-10728 $ 9.98

NEA KIPSELI NEA
ORLEANI

LOUKIANOS KILAIDONIS
CD: 4964-282 $ 24.98

ME PARESYRE TO REMA
GLYKERIA, GOLES, TSERTOS
CD: 9013-2 $ 21.98
CS: 99013-4 $ 14.98

FRESKA & HOREFTIKA # 2
VARIOUS ARTISTS

CD: CDFM-966 $ 21.98
CS: TCFM-966 $ 9.98

TA EGEOPELAGITIKA
KONITOPOULI - KOROU
CD: CDAM-963 $ 17.98
CS: TCAM-963 $ 9.98

KELAIDISTE OREA
MOU POULAKIA

MANTOLINATA ALEPOROU
CD: CDMR-2069 $ 15.98

KOULA .. HARALAMBE
HARRY KLYNN -

GIORGOS MARINOS
CD (Sngle): 8859-422 $ 9.98

GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO
25-50 31st STREET, ASTORIA NY 11102 � FAX: 718-932-4911

TEL 718-932-8400 - CALL FREE: 800-473-3522 or 800-GREEK 22

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.- Ìå åãêýêëéü ôïõ ðñïò ôéò
êïéíüôçôåò êáé ôá ó÷ïëåßá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò,
ç ïðïßá êáé áêïëïõèåß ðáñáðëåýñùò, ï Óåâ.
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí ðñïôñÝ-
ðåé ôçí ïìïãÝíåéá íá ðáñáêïëïõèÞóåé ôéò
ðáñáóôÜóåéò ôçò áñ÷áßáò ôñáãùäßáò <ÌÞäåéá>
ôïõ Åõñéðßäç ðïõ èá äïèïýí áðü ôï Åèíéêü
ÈÝáôñï ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôï èÝáôñï Óßôé ÓÝíôåñ
ôïõ Ìáí÷Üôáí, áðü 23 Ýùò 27 Óåðôåìâñßïõ.

Åêôüò ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò èá äïèïýí ôñåéò
ðáñáóôÜóåéò óôç Âïóôþíç, óôï èÝáôñï
Schubert, óôéò 18 êáé 19 Óåðôåìâñßïõ, êáèþò
åðßóçò óôï Ìüíôñåáë óôéò 29, 30 Óåðôåìâñßïõ
êáé 1ç Ïêôùâñßïõ êáé óôï Ôïñüíôï 3-6
Ïêôùâñßïõ.

Ïé ðáñáóôÜóåéò óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ ïñãáíþ-
íïíôáé áðü ôïí ãíùóôü óôçí ïìïãÝíåéá
èåáôñéêü ðáñáãùãü Èåüäùñï Êñßôá êáé ôïí
ïìþíõìï ñüëï õðïäýåôáé ç ÊáñõïöéëéÜ
ÊáñáìðÝôç, ìéá áðü ôéò ðéü áîéüëïãåò íÝåò
çèïðïéïýò ôïõ êëáóéêïý èåÜôñïõ óôçí ÅëëÜäá..
Áîéïóçìåßùôï åßíáé üôé ç óêçíïèåóßá åßíáé ôçò
Íéêáßôçò Êïíôïýñç, ðïõ åßíáé ãíùóôÞ óôçí
ïìïãÝíåéá ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò, áðü ôç óõììåôï÷Þ
ôçò óôá èåáôñéêÜ ðñÜãìáôá ôçò ïìïãÝíåéáò,
áöïý Ýæçóå óôï ðáñåëèüí áñêåôÜ ÷ñüíéá
áíÜìåóÜ ìáò, üóï óðïýäáæå óêçíïèåóßá óôï
êïëÝãéï ×Üíôåñ. Åðßóçò ç ÷ïñïãñáößá ôçò
ðáñÜóôáóçò åßíáé ôçò ÂÜóùò Ìðáñìðïýóç,
ðïõ êé áõôÞ ìáèÞôåõóå óôç ÍÝá Õüñêç êáé
ðñüóöåñå óôá êáëëéôå÷íéêÜ äñþìåíá ôçò
ïìïãÝíåéáò ôçí äåêáåôßá ôïõ �80.

Ãéá ðëçñïöïñßåò êáé êñáôÞóåéò èÝóåùí
áðåõèõíèåßôå óôï City Center Theater, (212)
581-1212 Þ (212) 556-6770

Ç ÌÞäåéá ôïõ Åõñéðßäç áðü ôï Åèíéêü ÈÝáôñï óôç ÍÝá Õüñêç

Ðñïò ôïõò åõëáâåóôÜôïõò Éåñáôéêþò ÐñïúóôáìÝíïõò
ôùí Åëëçíïñèïäüîùí ÊïéíïôÞôùí, ôïõò åíôéìïôÜôïõò
ÐñïÝäñïõò ôùí Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêþí Óùìáôåßùí êáé ôïõò
ÄéåõèõíôÜò ôùí] Åëëçíéêþí Ó÷ïëåßùí ôçò Ìåßæïíïò ÍÝáò
]Õüñêçò

 «Áõôüò ä� þóðåñ åí èåÜôñù ôü ëïéðüí áíåðåðôáìÝíù
âéùóüìåíïò, åîÜóêåé êáé êáôáêüóìåé ôüí ôñüðïí»

(Ðëïýôáñ÷ïò, ÐïëéôéêÜ ðáñáããÝëìáôá 800Â)

ÔÝêíá åí Êõñßù áãáðçôÜ,
Ï áñ÷áßïò óõããñáöÝáò ìÝ ôçí ðáñáðÜíù ðñïôñïðÞ

ìáò ðáñáããÝëíåé íÜ áóêïýìå ôü ÷áñáêôÞñá ìáò ìÝ÷ñé íÜ
öèÜóïõìå óÝ ôÝëåéá éóïññïðßá óÜí íÜ æïýóáìå ìÝóá óôï
èÝáôñï, áíïé÷ôü ó� üëùí ôÜ âëÝììáôá.

Ç ðíåõìáôéêÞ ôïõ ãÝíïõò ìáò êëçñïíïìéÜ åßíáé ðëïýóéá
êáé áíèåêôéêÞ óôï ÷ñüíï^ êëáóéêÞ ôÞ âÜðôéóáí ïé ãåíéÝò
ôùí ìåëåôçôþí êáé âáèéÜ óôï÷áóìÝíùí áíèñþðùí. Ç
ôñáãùäßá, ôü åßäïò áõôü ôïõ èåáôñéêïý Ýñãïõ, äéåñåõíÜ ìÝ
õøçëü ýöïò êáé åìâñßèåéá ôá ðñïâëÞìáôá, ôá ïðïßá
áöïñïýí óôï ñüëï ôïõ áíèñþðïõ ìÝóá óôï óýìðáí. Óôçí
ÅëëÜäá ôïõ 5ïõ ð.×. áéþíá ïé ôñáãùäßåò ðáñïõóéÜæïíôáí
óôá ðëáßóéá èñçóêåõôéêþí åïñôþí. Ôçí ïñãÜíùóç ôùí
ðáñáóôÜóåùí áíáëÜìâáíå ç ðüëéò-êñÜôïò, åíþ ç
÷ñçìáôïäüôçóÞ ôïõò åîáóöáëéæüôáí áðü ÷ïñçãïýò. Ôéò
ðáñáóôÜóåéò ðáñáêïëïõèïýóå ïëüêëçñïò ï «äÞìïò», ôï
óýíïëï äçëáäÞ ôùí ðïëéôþí, åíþ ç ðïëéôåßá êáôÝâáëå ôá
«èåùñéêÜ», ôü áíôßôéìï äçëáäÞ ôïõ åéóéôçñßïõ ãéá ôïõò
ðïëßôåò ðïõ äåí Þôáí óå èÝóç íá ôï ðëçñþóïõí ïé ßäéïé!

ÁõôÜ ìåôáîý Üëëùí ìáò ëÝíå ïé ìåëåôçôÝò ôçò
Ôñáãùäßáò. ÖÝôïò óôá äéÜöïñá Ó÷ïëåßá ìáò ôçò ìåßæïíïò
ðåñéï÷Þò ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò áíåâÜóôçêáí ìå åðéôõ÷ßá Ýñãá
áñ÷áßáò ôñáãùäßáò^ ìÝóá óôïí Éïýëéï ìÜëéóôá ï Ðïëéôé-

óôéêüò Óýëëïãïò «ÓáúðñÝêï» Ýäùóå ðáñáóôÜóåéò ôçò
ôñáãùäßáò ôïõ Åõñéðßäç «ÁíäñïìÜ÷ç». Ôï «Connely Theatre»
ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò áíÝâáóå ôïí Áýãïõóôï, 21-29, ôçí
«Áíôéãüíç» ôïõ ÓïöïêëÞ.

Áí ôþñá ðñïóèÝóïõìå üôé áðü 23 ìÝ÷ñé 27 Óåðôåìâñßïõ
èá äïèïýí ðáñáóôÜóåéò ôçò  «ÌÞäåéáò» ôïõ Åõñéðßäç áðü
ôï Åèíéêü ÈÝáôñï ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôï City Center Theatre ôçò
55çò ïäïý ôüôå ìðïñïýìå íá ìéëÜìå ãéá ÷ñïíéÜ áñ÷áßáò
ôñáãùäßáò!

Áêñéâþò ó[  áõôÝò ôéò ðñïãñáììáôéóìÝíåò Ýîé ðáñá-
óôÜóåéò ôçò «ÌÞäåéáò» èÝëù íá óôñÝøù ôçí ðñïóï÷Þ óáò.
Ìçí áìåëÞóåôå íá ôéò êïéíïðïéÞóåôå óôï åõñýôåñï êïéíü.
Éäéáßôåñá èåñìÜ áðåõèýíåôáé ç ðñïôñïðÞ áõôÞ ðñïò ôïõò
ÄéåõèõíôÝò êáé ÄáóêÜëïõò ôùí Ó÷ïëåßùí ìáò ãéá êéíçôï-
ðïßçóç êáé åíåñãÞ óõììåôï÷Þ ôùí ìáèçôþí.

Óôï áèÜíáôï Ýñãï ôïõ «ÌÞäåéá» ï Åõñéðßäçò, ï ìÝãéóôïò
áõôüò áíáôüìïò ôçò áíèñþðéíçò øõ÷Þò ìå âáèýôáôç
áßóèçóç ôùí áíèñþðéíùí áîéþí, õðïäçëþíåé ìÝóá áðü ôçí
ôñáãéêüôçôá ìéá ëõôñùôéêÞ åëðßäá.

Áò ìç ëåßøïõìå, ëïéðüí, áð[  ôéò ðáñáóôÜóåéò ôçò
«ÌÞäåéáò». Áíôßèåôá^ íá ðñïóåëêýóïõìå ó[  áõôÝò êáé ößëïõò
Áìåñéêáíïýò. Ïé ðáñáóôÜóåéò Üëëùóôå èá óõíïäåýïíôáé
êáé ìå áããëéêïýò õðüôéôëïõò! ÐÝñá áð[  ôï üôé áõôÝò
áðïôåëïýí øõ÷éêü ôïõ êáè[  åíüò ìáò ëïõôñü, áò äþóïõìå
êáé ôï áéóèçôü ìáò ðáñüí ùò ¸ëëçíåò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ìå ðáôñéêÝò åõ÷Ýò êáé áãÜðç åí Êõñßù ðïëëÞ,
Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò,

Á Ñ × É Å Ð É Ó Ê Ï Ð É Ê Ç  Å Ã Ê Õ Ê Ë É Ï Ó
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Inmates at correctional facilities ask me
where my parish is. My reply is �at the 16
different prisons that I visit each month.�

I continue, �the church is the gathering
of the people of God to praise Him, bring
their gifts to Him, ask Him to forgive us our
sins, ask forgiveness of our brothers and sis-
ters, receive instruction about Jesus, His
teachings and the 2,000-year Tradition of the
Orthodox Church, receive the sacraments
of the church and depart in peace until the
next gathering.�

Bringing the Love of Christ to Those in Prison

By Fr. Nicholas Lassios

Sometimes I have two church gather-
ings in one day. For example, I visit one in
the morning at Woodburne Correctional Fa-
cility in Woodburne, N.Y., and  Sulivan Cor-
rectional, one mile away, in the afternoon.

Our meetings are usually held in the
prison�s chapel or one of the meeting rooms.

When Divine Liturgy is served, the
priest is in full vestments and the censer is
used. Icons are placed in the appropriate
areas and volunteers and inmates sing the
responses. When a prayer service with
epistle and gospel readings and the reserved
sacraments is offered to the Orthodox in-
mates, the priest wears the exorason and
the stole.

The gospel reading or any appropriate
spiritual message is used for the sermon and
the catechism discussion which follows. The
Orthodox Study Bible (hardcover edition) is
used during our discussions. It is the only
Bible, New Testament and Psalms, where
the footnotes are in the Orthodox tradition.
Icons, a glossary and a church lectionary are
included. The inmates love this Bible and
personal copies are distributed to them.

Church calendars and daily Bible read-
ing schedules are sent to the inmates at the
beginning of the year and paper icons are
also supplied periodically.

The spiritual problems inside the walls
of a prison are essentially the same. Do you
love God with all your heart and all your
mind and all your soul? Do you judge your
cellmates and/or your neighbor in the prison
or in the population outside the prison walls?
Do you pray to God regularly from the bot-
tom of your heart? Do you see a little bit of
Jesus Christ in each person with whom you
come into contact? Do you try to practice
humility vs. pride and still protect yourself?

Within the prison walls your cell is
locked by a corrections officer each evening
and opening by him each morning. Outside
the walls, you lock and unlock your door as
you choose.

During a catechism class an inmate
stated that the end of time is coming very
soon. When I asked why he thought this,
his response was �with all the trials and
tribulations here in the United States and
throughout the world, El Nino, drugs, men
and women in prison and more... the end is
around the corner.�

I replied that Jesus can come for the
Final Judgment within the next two seconds
or it may be hundreds of thousands of years
from now. The important thing is that Jesus
IS coming for the Final Judgment and we
must be prepared. When He is coming,
Jesus Himself does not know, only the Fa-
ther knows. (Mark 13)

Education in the correctional facilities
is conducted in three areas. One is through
articles in the Holy Cross Prison Ministry
monthly newsletter; second by our one-to-
one and group discussions during prison
visitations; and third through the Holy Cross
Prison Ministry Home Study program in
Orthodox Christian Ministry.

The Home Study Program offers
courses in spirituality, Church history, pas-
toral theology, doctrine, patristics, architec-
ture and iconography, and drug and alcohol
education.

Additional courses concentrating on
specific periods of Church history and ar-
eas in spirituality and doctrine will be added.
Upon enrollment in a course, the inmate
receives the text, the Orthodox Study Bible
and the first lesson which the inmate com-
pletes and returns to the HCPM. The an-
swer sheet is corrected and returned with
the next lesson(s). Completion of seven
courses merits the inmate with a Certificate
in Orthodox Christian Ministry from the
HCPM.

Completion of this program gives one
the necessary information to fully participate
in the lay ministry of the Orthodox Church.
Particular emphasis is placed on the Early
Church, the Patristic period and the 2,000-
year tradition of the Orthodox Church.

Presently over 50 inmates are enrolled in
one or more courses. They are in correctional
facilities in New York, Connecticut, New Jer-
sey, Indiana, Florida, Georgia and Oregon.

Educational is important. Phillip the
deacon asked the Ethiopian eunuch if he
knew what he was reading. He replied,
�How can I unless someone explains it to
me?� (Acts 8:26)

Contact Fr. Nicholas Lassios for addi-
tional information or inquiries regarding
prison ministry at: Holy Cross Prison Minis-
try, PO Box 4681, Danbury, CT 06813-4681.

PRISON MINISTRY

YOUNG GREEKS OF
AMERICA TRAVEL
BILL GAGAS
c/r

KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (973) 278-2800
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M A R K O S  travel
serviceDAILY DEPARTURES

with

V NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO747
V EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
at UNBELIEVABLE LOW RATES!

289$

Call Markos Travel Now!
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728
CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS

800-842-8260

644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109

449$

*

*
One Way áðü

Round trip

OTHER FLIGHTS

*A Limited
Number of Seats

Owner:
Markos

Hatzikonstantis

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

READ AND SPEAK GREEK

 We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS
Card # ____________________________ Expiration Date: _____/______
SEND TO: (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)   q  Check Box free catalog
Name: ________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ___________________________

GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek  Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867
2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 � Email: georgeb@anotek.com
Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

Details on Internet: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò             öüñåìáÜëïãï                ðüëç

If you want to learn Greek quick and easy, our CDROM course is for you.  You will learn the Greek language
taught in Greek schools today.  Our course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pro-
nunciation and Phonics, Grammar and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek lan-
guage and how does it differ from English. Our new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version
and adds female voice, more grammar and more dialogs.  A new lower price makes it even more affordable.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (Greek font included) $75.00

Beginner � Intermediate � Advanced

KOUSOULAS BOOK
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O
ne of my favorite stories
these days is about an old
man�s encounter with a talk
ing frog. �Kiss me,� the frog
said, �and I�ll turn into a

beautiful princess and please you in every
way.� The old man picks up the frog, puts
it in his pocket and continues his walk. �But

Prime Time - the Retired Clergy Association

By Fr. Nicholas L. Vieron,
RCA Epistle editor

you haven�t kiss me,� says the frog. �Don�t
you want a beautiful princess next to you?�
�At my age,� the old man replies, �I�d
rather have a talking frog!�

People usually laugh at this
point, but the joke was prob-
ably written by a young per-
son. We old timers would
immediately kiss that frog!
Not because we want a
beautiful princess near us
but because we never
grow old here (I am point-
ing to my head), and here
(pointing to my heart). Most
of us, thank God, continue to
enjoy our relationships and the
zest for living in retirement- the �prime
time� of our lives.

We, retirees and widowed presby-
teres, appreciate the invitation His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon, and Fr. Mark
Arey, Director of Communications, have
given us to share some of our thoughts and
activities with you- the readers of the Or-
thodox Observer. We have, unfortunately,
our share of Alzheimer�s and stroke pa-
tients, but we are, for the most part, alive
and well, and enjoying the fellowship of our
Association. We say this not boastfully but
gratefully... especially to God. Some of the
things we will be sharing with you may in-
terest and benefit other age groups, also.
We hope so.

Our Association- the Retired Greek
Orthodox Clergy of America-(we refer to it
as the RCA)- was established April 26, 1988,
with the following purposes in mind:

1. To promote the fellowship of the
retired priests and to communicate news
of interest to them.

2. To encourage the utilization of the
retired priests� experiences as a resource.

3. To guide and help those who are
about to retire plan for their retirement.

4. To help the retired priest re-adjust
to his new status as a retired clergyman.

5. To promote the improvement of
benefits to the retired clergy and help them
manage their resources in the retirement
years.

6. To provide support and guidance for

clergy facing emotional, personal, family,
or financial problems.

Membership
Membership is open to all retired cler-

gymen of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America, their spouses and to all our
widowed presbyteres (75 as of this mo-
ment). Active priests, 62 years old and up,
are also invited to join as Associate Mem-
bers.

The RCA Emblem
Our emblem, a symbolic one, reminds

us that, although we are happily and grate-
fully retired clergy of the Greek Orthodox

Church, yet each and every one of
us remain Éåñåýò åéò ôïí áéþíá

- � A priest for ever,� as stated
in Hebrews 5:6.

The bright Byzantine
colors of our emblem also
have symbolic meaning.
The outside circle repre-
sents our Golden Years,
the blue, our Heavenly
Kingdom, while the red

stands for both, our Lord�s
shed Blood and the Joy of

His Resurrection. The �×Ñ� ab-
breviates the name of our

Annointed One- ×ñéóôüò. As for the
fish, it represents to us a lifetime of serving
as �fishers of men.� Of course, we also love
the acrostic meaning of É÷èýò. A colorful
lapel pin with the RCA emblem on it is worn
with humble pride by all our retirees.

The RCA Newsletter-The Epistle
Our newsletter was created as soon as

the Organization was established in 1988.
It was initially a quarterly publication. How-
ever, beginning July of 1992, our first Presi-
dent, the late Fr. John Zanetos, requested a
monthly newsletter. We named it the Epistle.
It is what the name-Epistle- implies, a �love
letter� so to speak, from one old friend to
another. �We were separated by time and
space, in some instances for decades, but
now we come together again through this
newsletter,� wrote a retiree in gratitude for
the monthly publication, now in its seventh
consecutive year. All the issues are spon-
sored by our readers.

The RCA Officers
President-Fr. William Gaines; Vice

President-Fr. Demosthenes Mekras; Sec-
retary-Fr. George Papadeas; Treasurer-Fr.
Philemon Payiatis.

Write to Fr. N.L.Vieron, Pastor Emeri-
tus of the Annunciation Church in Mem-
phis at:

571 N. Highland-Memphis, TN 38122, or
call and leave a message at (901) 323-9530.
e-mail: nlvieron@memphisonline.com

DO YOU LIKE THE ORTHODOX OBSERVER?
HAVE YOU SOMETHING TO SUGGEST?
SEND US A FEW LINES...

!
         Fax:(212) 774-0239

e -mail : observer@goarch.org

       8 East 79th Street

New York, NY 10021

RETIRED CLERGY



SEPTEMBER  1998 PAGE 19ORTHODOX OBSERVER

PEOPLE
P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

T

United - Divided - United

Name:
Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Cincinnati, Ohio
Size:
about 800 families
Diocese:
Detroit
Founded: 1907
Clergy:
 Fr. William R. Cassis
(Holy Cross �75)
Noteworthy:
oldest parish in Ohio

his parish reflects Christ�s state-
ment to the Apostle Peter that
�the gates of hades will not pre-

vail� against His Church.
For the original Holy Trinity com-

munity, Greek politics and the Great De-
pression undermined its existence, but
did not prevail.

The Greek Orthodox Christian pres-
ence in Cincinnati began to the 19th cen-
tury.

According to an extensive history by
retired Judge John Steven Moraites, sev-
eral Greeks came to Cincinnati as early
as the 1840s, when it was the nation�s
sixth largest city and a center for many
industries.

Among the most notable 19th  cen-
tury Greeks in Cincinnati were Profes-
sor John N. Zachos, who collaborated
with famed educator Horace Mann to es-
tablish Antioch College in Yellow Springs;
Captain John Christy, who fought in the
Civil War and later patented several in-
ventions relating to the steamship indus-
try, then a major industry in Cincinnati;
and Lefacio Hearn of Levkas, who be-
came one of the outstanding writers for
the Cincinnati Enquirer and won national
fame.

Most of the pioneer settlers arrived
between 1880 and 1900, during the first
large wave of Greek immigration to the
United States.

Steps to organize a church began in
1907. An itinerant missionary priest,
hieromonk Fr. Nathaniel Sideris, hearing
there were a number of Greeks in the
city, came to Cincinnati from New Or-
leans by steamboat in May of that year
and organized the first parish in the state
of Ohio.

Fr. Sideris served as the first perma-
nent resident priest. However, he left in
1908 because of his questionable canoni-
cal status as a priest.

Interestingly, after Fr. Sideris left
Cincinnati, he moved on to Detroit,
where he established the first Greek Or-
thodox church in the city, Annunciation.

According to his biography, be-
tween 1901 and 1913, Fr. Sideris also
established Philadelphia�s Annunciation,
Washington�s St. Sophia, and performed
sacraments in Baltimore before a church
was established in that city. He was last
reported in Columbus, Ohio, in 1913,
where he helped start Annunciation
Church. He left the following year and is
thought to have returned to Greece.

Meanwhile, in Cincinnati, parish
leaders petitioned the Church of Greece
to send another priest, as there was no
Greek Orthodox bishop in the Americas

until 1918. Fr. Spyridon M. Vasilas arrived
in May 1908 and held church services on
the second floor of a bank building.

The new priest served a wide area that
included Dayton, Columbus, and as far as
Huntington, W.Va., until churches were es-
tablished in those cities.

The parish experienced considerable
turmoil in its early years. �The volatile tem-
perament of the Greek immigrant often
clashed with the spiritual leader of the par-
ish,� Judge Moraites writes in his history.
�The parish councils were composed of men
with limited education. They had established
parishes in America without any direction
and, thus, the parish council often treated
the local priest as a mere employee.�

So the second priest was forced to leave
in 1911, but was asked to return in 1916.
He remained until 1924 when he was again
asked to leave because he was �identified
with the �royalist� fac-
tion of the parish.�
This was during the
bitter Royalist-
Venezelist political
controversy that split
many parishes. An-
other priest accept-
able to the commu-
nity, Meletios Metaxis
(not to be confused
with the Patriarch of
the same name) came
to the parish.

Also in 1924, the par-
ish found a permanent home,
buying an existing theater building
in downtown Cincinnati. The $50,000 mort-
gage note was co-signed by the parish coun-
cil members, at the lending institution�s in-
sistence. This was to have a near-devastat-
ing consequences in 1929 with the onset of
the Great Depression.

In what had been a prosperous parish,
contributions dwindled and the church could
not meet its payments. The bank foreclosed
and the church was placed in receivership.
All the members of the 1925 parish council
were individually sued on the mortgage
note.

To complicate matters, the arrival in
1930 of a  �pro-royalist� priest, John C.
Magoulias, split the community. His sup-
porters pulled out of the parish and formed
a second church, St. Nicholas, purchasing a
former synagogue and converting it into a
Greek Orthodox house of worship. The two
churches entered into what was described
as �an unholy competition.�

It took the patriotic fervor produced by
World War II and the national convention
of AHEPA held in Cincinnati in 1941 to help
bring the two communities closer and put

them on the road to reunion.
In September 1944, a general assem-

bly of both communities took place and
elected an enlarged parish council to for-
malize the union.

On May 16, 1945, Bishop Gerasimos
of Chicago, vicar of Archbishop Athe-
nagoras, presided at another general as-
sembly meeting and proclaimed the
union complete.

For a while, services took place at
each church on alternate Sundays, until
the downtown building was sold.

The community experienced a long
period of growth from 1948 to 1960 un-
der a new lay leader, Fred Christopher,
who, although born in Crete, came to Cin-
cinnati at an early age. Under his enlight-
ened leadership, the parish greatly ex-
panded its facilities and ministries.

Coinciding with
Christopher�s leader-
ship, a new priest,
American-born and edu-
cated, Fr. Nicholas C.
Nick, a native of nearby
Middletown, arrived in
1948 and served until
1959.

New financial prob-
lems arose in the late

1950s after a community
center built in 1955 caused

financial strain on the parish.
For several years the church had

to operate on 90-day bank loans.
The arrival of Fr. Constantine N.

Mitsos in 1959 resulted in his instilling a
spiritual approach to the church�s prob-
lems. He also brought great stability to
the community and, eventually became
the parish�s longest-serving priest.

In 1965, the community purchased
a 10-acre tract for the future site of its
church. But the prospect of relocating
caused friction and divisiveness.

A special general assembly con-
vened, by Archbishop Iakovos resulted
in the community moving ahead with
plans to move to the Finneytown section
of north Cincinnati, its present home.

Archbishop Iakovos conducted the
door opening ceremony for the new
church on Dec. 16, 1972.

Under Father Mitsos, the first festi-
val began in 1974. The same year, he es-
tablished the parish library.

With the continued increase in mem-
bership, the parish council approved the
addition of seminarians as lay assistants.
The first two to serve in Cincinnati, and
who later went on to become priests,

See PARISH PROFILE on page 27

Named exec. director
Anthony J. Thimakis has been appointed

as executive director of the Greek Ortho-
dox Community of Salt Lake City. He suc-
ceeds William A. Kandas who retired. Mr.
Thimakis is a native of Bingham, Utah, and
is the son of the late John E. Thimakis, and
Demetra Thimakis. The parish has two
churches: Holy Trinity and Prophet Elias.

CINCINNATI

OH IO

Chairs clothing drive
ORANGE, Conn. �

Eight-year-old Zena
Alexiades of St. Barbara
Church is chairing a
clothing drive to benefit
St. Nicholas Orthodox
Orphanage in Romania.
Miss Alexiades under-
took the project after
calling the Orthodox
Mission Center to ask how she could assist
needy children. The third grade Sunday
School student presented her plan to collect
children�s clothing for ages newborn to 4 to
St. Barbara�s Outreach Ministry Committee.
Parishioner response has been overwhelm-
ing as boxes of clothing for the orphanage
continue to be collected. Zena already has
set her sights on her next fund drive � col-
lecting school supplies for children in Mexico

Theologian addresses retreat
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. � Rev. Dr.

Stanley Harakas, Professor Emeritus of
Holy Cross School of Theology, recently
addressed an international Bioethics Retreat
co-sponsored by the Barry University
Council on Biomedical Ethics and Texas
Medical Center�s Institute of Religion.  The
Florida Catholic newspaper published a
lengthy story on his talk. Focusing on the
tension inherent in the First Amendment,
Fr. Harakas told the gathering that religious
people should not be shy about speaking
out about their religious views and values
and not to accept an imposed silence.

PHILADELPHIA � Temple University
President Peter J. Liacouras recently named
Dr. Chris D. Platsoucas as acting dean of
the newly created College of Science and
Technology. Dr. Platsoucas will continue
serving as the Carnell Professor and chair-
man of the Medical School�s Department
of Microbiology and Immunology.

Heads science
and technology college

PITTSBURGH � Nicholas Flokos, a na-
tive of Wilkinsburg, Pa., and retired Gulf
Oil Corp. public relations official and
former creative writing teacher at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, has written his first
novel, �Nike,� about a Samothracian fish-
erman guided, and haunted, by the ancient
Greek spirit. Published by Houghton Mifflin
Co. of Boston, the novel has is also being
translated into Italian and Mr. Flokos is
working on the screenplay. Mr. Flokos and
his wife, Joan, reside in McLean, Va.

Writes first novel

Served as interns
WASHINGTON � Christina Rocha of

Baltimore and Dena Fokas of Charleston,
S.C., served as American Hellenic Institute
interns in July. As part of their activities,
they met with their respective congress-
men, Reps. Robert Ehrlich of Maryland and
Mark Sanford of South Carolina, to discuss
issues affecting relations between the
United States, and Greece and Cyprus.

HOLY TRINITY - ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
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ORLANDO, Fla. � Delegates  to the 76th

annual convention elected Denver attorney
Lee G. Rallis as Supreme President over in-
cumbent Steve A. Manta.

Mr. Rallis is a 41-year member of
Ahepa. He served as Supreme Vice Presi-
dent last year.

Also elected to head the other Ahepa
Family organizations were Cathy Ferguson
of Berwyn, Ill., Daughters of Penelope Grand
President; Dino Kostarides of Whitestone,
N.Y., Sons of Pericles Supreme President;
and Laura Kartasis of Flushing, N.Y., Maids
of Athena Grand President.

The remaining members of the Ahepa�s
Supreme Lodge consist of the following:
Supreme Vice President, George J. Dariotis,
Alexandria, Va.; Canadian President, James
Giannoulis, London, Ontario; Supreme Sec-
retary, Johnny N. Economy, Atlanta; Su-
preme Treasurer, Vasilios �Likie� Beleos,
Columbia, S.C.; Supreme Counselor , Gus
J. James II, Virginia Beach, Va.; Supreme
Athletic Director, Dr. Monthe N. Kofos,
Marlboro, Mass.

Economy and James were re-elected to
second terms.

The eight Supreme Governors include:
Thomas Anastasiou, New Port Richey, Fla.;
Tasos Kalantzis, Canton, Ohio; Peter
Kotzambasis, Tucson, Ariz.; Chris Peppas,
Crown Point, Ind.; E. John Rumpakis, Portland,
Oregon; Dr.  Michael Spyropoulos, Macomb
Twp., Mich.; Nicolaos Trintis, Baltimore; and
Elias Tsekerides, Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

During their convention, Ahepa delegates
adopted three new national projects: promot-
ing and supporting the 2004 Olympic Games;
the Konstantine Koukidis project honoring a
young Greek man who died heroically during
the German occupation of Athens in April
1941; and the Nashville Parthenon project, to
place a stone from the Acropolis in Athens at
the replica in Tennessee.

AHEPA Elects Denver
Attorney as President

PALOS HILLS, Ill.�Sts. Constantine and
Helen Church will sponsor its first major
event in the fall, Orthodox Charities Week-
end, on Sept. 26-27.

The weekend will include the parish�s
annual Bike/Run/Walk-a-Thon and Blood
Drive. Also, various bake sales will precede
this weekend to raise needed money. The
primary recipient this year of the moneys
raised will be the �Christine Marx Fund.�
Christine is a year-old parishioner who has
been stricken with a rare form of cancer.
The money raised will go toward the family�s
overwhelming medical expenses.

Check-in/registration for participants of
the Bike/Run/Walk-a-Thon will begin Satur-
day, Sept. 26t at 8 a.m. on the parish play-
ing fields. Children ages 7-12 will follow a
cycling route set up in the Church�s parking
lot while those from ages 13-99 will follow
a course through the scenic thoroughfares
of Palos Hills.

Following services on Sunday, Sept.
27h, a blood drive will be held in the
Church�s East Room beginning at 12:30 p.m.

Coordinating the blood drive will be
Presbytera Anastasia Jonas with Dr. John
Jonihakis. Blood collected will be directed
to young Christine to assist the hospital with
her necessary transfusions.

For more information regarding Ortho-
dox Charities Weekend, contact Fr. Jonas
at (708) 974-3400 or Presbytera Jonas at
(708) 974-2902. Both events are open to
Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike.

Church Events to
Support Child with Cancer

HONOLULU � Metropolitan Anthony
elevated Sts. Constantine and Helen Church
to cathedral rank on May 17.

Orthodoxy Christians first began to
settle on the islands in 1804. They came
onboard Russian ships as Hawaii was an
important stopover point for whaling and
trading expeditions.

Between the years 1878 and 1884, a
small group of Orthodox Christians living
in the Azores were recruited along with
some Portuguese to work at the sugar plan-
tations on Oahu and Maui. With annexation
in 1898 came an increased military presence
in many more Orthodox Christians coming
in Hawaii over the next several decades. Ef-
forts to organize an Orthodox community

Honolulu Church Consecrated as Cathedral
began after World War II. By 1960, Ortho-
dox military chaplains were holding services
either at Hickam Air Force Base or at local
churches.

As a result of this increased presence
of Orthodoxy on the islands, in 1965 Sts.
Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox
Church was established as a parish and has
enjoyed steady growth ever since.

The elevation to cathedral status is in
honor of Great Benefactors Mr. and Mrs.
William Chirgotis, who were instrumental
in the purchase of the church and its facili-
ties, and of all those Orthodox Christians
who have worked so hard and who continue
to work to maintain a strong Orthodox pres-
ence on the islands.

NEW YORK- Thomas C. Kyrus, national
chairman and president of the Cyprus
Children�s Fund; Alexandra Lappas, chair-
person of the Makarios Scholarship/
Theodore & Wally Lappas Award and the
members of the Scholarship Committee met
recently in New York and declared the fol-
lowing students as the 1998 Scholarship
Award winners for a total of $12,000.

Marios Charalambous, Queens Col-
lege, New York, majoring in music.
�Panayiotis Charalambous, New York Insti-
tute of Technology, majoring in computer
graphics. �Lina Constantinidou, music ma-
jor at Queens College. �Ioannis Choutris,
Old Dominion University, Virginia, manage-
ment information systems major. �Elias
Economou, University of Southern Missis-
sippi, majoring in speech language, pathol-
ogy and audiology. �Kyriakos Hadjittofis,
music major, Queens College. �Kyriaki

CCF Awards $12,000 in Scholarships
Lambrianidou, John Jay College of Criminal
Justice, majoring in criminal justice.
�Panagiotis Loizides, Berklee College of Mu-
sic, Boston. �George Papasavvas, City Uni-
versity of New York, computer science and
engineering. �Evroulla Shakola, California
State University at Long Beach, major in
English and linguistics.

The Peter G. and Bess Kolantis Decker
Award for $1,000 was awarded to Daniel
Nassanian, a student at Schiller International
University of Florida majoring in business
administration and international business.

Peter J. Pappas, chairman of the Cyprus
Children�s Fund Scholarship Endowment
announced that a $1,000 scholarship was
awarded to George Yiapanas, at Penn State
University, majoring in international business.

The 1999 scholarship applications will be
available in January from the Cyprus Children�s
Fund, 13 E. 40th Str, N.Y., N.Y. 10016.

BERKELEY, Calif. � The Patriarch
Athenagoras Orthodox Institute, in coopera-
tion with Ascension Cathedral of Oakland,
announces the offering of a course on �The
Art of Byzantine Chanting: Theory and Prac-
tice of Byzantine Music� during fall semes-
ter. The course is intended as an introduc-
tion to the theory and practice of Byzantine
music and requires no previous formal train-
ing or musical expertise.

Primary focus of the course will be the
study of the traditional eight modes of Byz-
antine Music. The student will learn to read
Byzantine musical notation, learn to impro-
vise a Byzantine melody in a given mode of
a given text, study the order of service of
the Church�s main services and its major
feasts, and learn how to function as a self-
sufficient chanter by using the principal li-
turgical books.

The course�s instructor, Dr. Theodore
Bogdanos, is Professor Emeritus of Medi-
eval English and European (Byzantine) Lit-
erature. Dr. Bogdanos is currently choir di-
rector of the Ascension Cathedral and has
nearly 40 years experience as chanter, com-
poser, and choir director in the Church.

Classes will be held every Tuesday
evening Sept. 29-Jan. 19, 1999 (15 sessions),
7:30-9:30 p.m., at the Ascension Cathedral
education building, 4700 Lincoln Ave., Oak-
land, Calif.

Tuition is $90 with an additional $20-
$25 for materials.

For registration and further information
contact the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox
Institute at (510) 649-2450, Mario Di
Giovani at (510) 654-5266, or Dr. Theodore
Bogdanos at (510) 638-9484.

PAOI Offers Byzantine
Chanting Course

WESTCHESTER, Ill � The Greek-
Women�s University Club is presenting the
photo exhibit �Greek-American Pioneer
Women of Illinois� at Holy Apostles Church
during September.

The exhibit will feature Georgia Bitzis
Pooley, Presbytera Stella Christoulakis
Petrakis, Theano Papazoglou Margaris,
Venette Tomaras Askounes Ashford and Sen.
Adeline Geo-Karis.

The exhibit is funded in part by the Illi-
nois Humanities Council, the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, the Illinois
General Assembly and the Foundation for
Hellenic Studies. Curators are Penny Sarlas
and Elaine Thomopoulos, Ph.D.

The inspiring women features in this
exhibit were pioneers who immigrated to
the United States during the end of the 19th

century and in the early of the 20th century.
They are just a small sample of the many
earl immigrant women who strived to make
a better way of life in the new world and
blazed a trail for those who followed.

They struggled with hardships in the
�xenetia� (strange land). They did not know
the language or the customs, pined for fam-
ily and friends they had left behind, had little
financial resources, and faced discrimination
as foreigners. Women of courage, they em-
braced their adopted country, becoming
exemplary citizens.

The exhibit is part of the project �Greek-
American Women in Illinois.� The first of its
kind in the nation, the project explores the
history and accomplishments of Greek-
American women in Illinois and their role in
the development of the community, start-
ing with the immigration of the first woman
in 1885 to the present.

 For further information call Dr. Elaine
Thomopoulos, at (630) 655-2077.

Club Presents Exhibit

Fun in Boston
Dozens of children taking part in the week-long annual Boston Diocese Vacation
Church School in early August, under the direction of Presbytera Artemas Gregory
of Lowell, Mass., are shown with Metropolitan Methodios who visited with them
and observed their activities.

Metropolitan Anthony of Dardanellion addresses the parishioners of the new Cathedral.



SEPTEMBER  1998 PAGE 21ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Please send me ______ copies of �Popular Greek Recipes� at $10.95 plus $1.75
postage and handling for each copy. (Total $12.70 each)
Enclosed you will find $ ________ for this order
Name ________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City__________________________ State _________ Zip Code __________

�

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY
30 Race Street, Charleston, South Carolina 29403

AGREAT GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS
FOR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

40% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS OF 10 OR MORE TO
ALL FUND-RAISING GROUPS AND RETAIL OUTLETS

That comes to $6.57 per book plus UPS charges.
For less than 10 copies use the coupon below

A Summary of Reports Approved by the 34th Clergy-Laity Congress
34th CLERGY � LAITY CONGRESS

The committee also discussed issues
affecting the family living in a pluralistic so-
ciety: divorce; living the faith in the work-
place; and living in a non-Orthodox culture,
moral issues the faithful confront daily (ho-
mosexuality, adultery, narcotics, etc.), rais-
ing families in an Orthodox family tradition
of joint prayer, communion and fellowship.

The committee felt that existing and out
of print books, pamphlets, tapes and videos
need to be edited and republished and made
available. Committee members also noted
that Orthodox publications need to be dis-
tributed to libraries and bookstores to in-
crease the visibility of the faith and avail-
ability of materials.

Another recommendation called for the
Publications Office to prepare materials on
topics including social and moral concerns,
terminal illness, adapting to American cul-
ture, current problems in education (disci-
pline, guns in schools), educational options
(home schooling), protecting the family from
drug abuse, and service books in addition
to the Divine Liturgy.

Orthodox Chaplains
Chaplains serve in a specialized minis-

try that includes military active duty and re-
serves, Veterans Administration, prisons,
police and general hospitals.

More than 100 chaplains, both priests
and laymen and women, serve in this min-
istry.

The committee recommended polling
clergy to determine the number of chaplains
and their areas of expertise.

Presently, five Greek Orthodox priests
serve on active duty in the Navy, two in the
Naval Reserves, one in the Air Force Re-
serves, and none in the Army. There are two
in the Civil Air Patrol, 22 in the Veterans
Administration, three in prison ministries,
three in general hospital ministry, and five
in police or sheriffs� departments.

The office of Military Ordinary will pre-
pare a book containing pertinent prayers and
services, resources and a list of current Or-
thodox chaplains.

Clergy and Clergy Family
The committee endorsed a mission

statement to evaluate the spiritual, psycho-
logical and economic support systems cur-
rently available to our clergy and their fami-
lies and to identify any deficiencies and pur-
sue solutions.

Three major areas that must addressed
are marital, family and parish related stress,
financial planning and continuing education

For marital, family and parish-related
stress, the committee recommended culti-
vation of a relationship with a spiritual fa-
ther, a peer support network among priests,
presbyteres and their children; personal
contact by each hierarch, a pamphlet being
prepared by the National Sisterhood of
Presvyteres for current and prospective
clergy couples, a Confidential Assistance
Program for clergy provided under the Arch-
diocese Pension Plan, appointment of a per-
son by each Diocese syndesmos to develop
workshops, retreats, and programs at the
diocese and local levels addressing concerns
affecting clergy families, compilation by each
diocese of a list of Orthodox resources and
speakers, that a diocese with a successful
retreat format model provide it to the Arch-
diocese for distribution.

Financial planning recommendations
included a series of seminars by profession-
als focusing on unique circumstances of the
clergy, adherence by parishes to the Uni-
form Parish Regulations with reference to
the remuneration scale, incorporating pro-
fessional financial advisors in the Clergy and
Clergy Family Committee workshops of the
Clergy-Laity Congresses, developing a se-

ries of seminars customized for a priest and
his family at the diocesan level.

Continuing Education proposals in-
cluded a CEC Program for each Diocese, and
a part-time coordinator reporting to the
Chancellor.

Committee on Interfaith Marriages
The committee submitted resolutions

on the following:
1. that pre-marital and marriage enrich-

ment sessions be established to strengthen
marriages.

2. that the term �interfaith� be clarified;
defined and adopted by church authorities.

3. commendation of Father Charles
Joanides and his initial work and upcoming
research.

4. that $100,000 per year be added to
the $75,000 committed by the Archdiocese
in 1997 for Fr. Joanides� research, and that
a new Marriage and Family Office be located
at Holy Cross for his continuing research
and to train seminarians in marriage and
family and to publish information pertain-
ing to this office.

5. that the Marriage and Family Office,
in cooperation with the Religious Education
Department print materials for religious
education, for youth departments, and for
young adults.

6. that the Church study the issue of
marriage between Orthodox Christians and
non-Christians with the objective of reach-
ing out pastorally to serve their religious and
spiritual needs.

Youth Committee
The National Youth Office currently

provides the following resources:
1. Youth and Young Adult Ministries

web site for priests and youth workers.
2. Youth & young adult ministries

Listserver that posts information daily to in-
spire and educate towards a greater aware-
ness of the Orthodox Christian faith. Also
provides youth workers with material to
assist them in their ministry.

3. Annual Youth Workers Conference
where youth workers receive training
through practical workshops and sessions.

4. Youth Worker Training Sessions pro-
viding in-depth training for youth workers
and parents on topics including basics of
youth ministry, relational youth ministry,
drugs and alcohol, surviving adolescence,
counseling teen-agers, sex and sexuality,
family ministry, and creative teaching.

5. Challenge section of the Orthodox
Observer that provides articles on social and
faith issues, statistics, updates on youth cul-
ture and youth worker tips. Each issue also
recognizes and celebrates the achievements
and service of young people.

6. Multi-Media Retreat, presentations
whose message is communicated through
music, videos, interactive activities, discus-
sion group sessions, teachings of scripture
and Church Fathers, and prayer service.

7. Parish Youth Ministry Guidelines,  a
booklet with direction for ministry to young
adults, college students, high school stu-
dents, junior high, elementary school, and
pre-school children. Guidelines are also
available for acolytes.

8. The Planner,  an annual publication
offering daily Bible readings, saints com-
memorated and feast days celebrated, pre-
scribed fast days of the Church, weekly de-
votionals on our Orthodox Faith, and infor-
mation on Orthodox bookstores and other
resources. The theme of this year�s Planner
is �Liturgical Worship in the Orthodox
Church.�

9. Liturgical Hymns of Praise by Ortho-
dox Youth, a compact disc of the Divine Lit-
urgy containing liturgical hymns sung by
young people from Diocese summer camps
to teach young people hymns, theology, his-
torical background, and the Church�s Byz-

from page 12 antine music tradition. The project will be
completed by the end of this year.

10. Orthodox Camping Programs
Manual

11. The Way It Really Is - Youth Minis-
try Resource Book

12. Living the Faith - Youth Ministry
Resource Book

13. The facilitation of On-line Chat
Room discussions

In addition, the National Youth Office
is working to create and implement the fol-
lowing:

1. National Youth Ministry Endowment
Fund

2. National Youth Worker�s Handbook
The Youth Committee also discussed

the economic status of Diocese youth di-
rectors, and that current salaries of the Dio-
cese Youth Directors be raised to at least
meet that of the clergy scale. The final rec-
ommendations and motions that were
passed unanimously were referred to the
Finance Committee for approval.

The Committee also heard and unani-
mously passed three proposed recommen-
dations that were presented by the Boston
Diocese.

Missions And Evangelism
The Committee recommended that the

Archdiocese establish a Home Missions and
Evangelism office with an annual budget of
$250,000 for FY 1999-2000:

Greek Orthodox OCMC Board  mem-
bers will serve as an ad hoc search commit-
tee for a director and make recommenda-
tions to Archbishop Spyridon.

Other suggestions put forth included
creation of a resource directory, video pro-
ductions, linkage between the proposed
Missions Intern Program and the Archbishop
Spyridon Scholarship, events celebrating
various facets of Orthodox culture, oratory,
music, iconography and artifacts that would
be open to all Orthodox Christians; family
summer camps and retreat centers, helping
parishes establish Christian preschools and
kindergartens allowing non-Orthodox fami-
lies to experience Orthodox communities
in a non-threatening, academically less risky
setting; a national Orthodox Christian speak-
ers bureau, creation of an organization con-
sisting of Orthodox Christian MBA�s, ac-
countants, etc., to help develop and admin-
ister outreach programs, assist local com-
munities in establishing new parishes; and
assist the Archdiocese in developing mar-
keting and advertising campaigns; summer
evangelistic campaigns offering young
people the opportunity to share the Gospel
with their fellow Americans, and that mon-

asteries and convents organize and offer
instructional programs for the faithful.

Communications
The Committee reviewed and dis-

cussed the function, recent activities and
anticipated programs each section of the
Communication Department. Sections are
Communications and Public Affairs, Public
Relations/News and Information, Office of
Publication, Internet Ministries, Greek Or-
thodox Telecommunications (GOTelecom)
and the Orthodox Observer.

The Communications section has dis-
tributed more press releases since January
of 1998 then in the past years. Press releases
went to the national media, Greek media
and to every parish, who have the responsi-
bility to provide these releases to local press
and other media.

A major criticism of the Archdiocese has
been lack of or poor communications. How-
ever, when given the opportunity or asked
to get involved, very few parishes respond.
One difficulty is contacting parishes in a
timely manner without facsimile machines
or computers.

The Office of Publications recently was
re-established to provide the ability to at-
tract and publish works pertaining to Or-
thodox beliefs. This ministry is expected to
be a profit center in the near future.

Internet Ministries has developed all
Internet and multimedia technologies for the
Archdiocese, including the Archdiocese and
Ecumenical Patriarchate websites. Its mis-
sion is to get every parish on-line.

The Archdiocese and the Orthodox
News listservers disseminate over 100,000
pieces each month at no cost. During the
Patriarch�s visit, the website received
1,500,000 �hits� (requests) from 97 coun-
tries. Presently, the Internet Ministries is
implementing a national program through
the dioceses and parishes to establish
Internet and e-mail communications. A chat
room will be set up to transform the imper-
sonal computer into a relational medium
more in line with the Faith. Also, video and
audio reproductions of Archbishop Spy-
ridon�s speeches at the Clergy-Laity Con-
gress are being digitized for the web.

The Greek Orthodox Telecommunica-
tions (GOTelecom) records many Archdio-
cese activities and develops religious pro-
grams for the Odyssey channel and other
cable channels.

The Patriarch�s visit was successfully
undertaken, with every event of the visit
filmed, edited, and distributed nightly on the

See SUMMARY on p. 27
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CHICAGO � Metropolitan Christopher
of the Serbian Midwestern American
Metropolitanate was recently honored at a
banquet organized by the Midwest Commit-
tee of the Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC).

Dr. George F. Dalianis, IOCC�s Mid-
west chairman presented an award to the
Metropolitan in recognition of his support
for the organization.

As a member of the Standing Confer-
ence of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in
America (SCOBA), Metropolitan Christopher
participated in the decision that established
IOCC in 1992. He has also actively pro-
moted the humanitarian cause of the agency
within the Serbian Orthodox Church and is
one of the honorary chairmen of the Mid-
western Committee.

Among those present were Patriarch
Pavle of Serbia, Charles R. Ajalat, IOCC
board chairman; John G. Rangos and An-
drew Athens, past chairmen; Constantine
Triantafilou and Alexander Rondos, current
and former executive directors, respectively;
Metropolitan Iakovos of Krinis, and other
hierarchs.

Serbian Orthodox
Metropolitan Honored

SHKODRA, Albania � A bomb explosion
destroyed the altar and the eastern part of the
Orthodox cathedral in this city on Aug. 19.

The bombing took place about 2:50
a.m. No injuries were reported and no one
claimed responsibility.

According to a statement from the Or-
thodox Autocephalous Church of Albania,
the Church �is shocked and greatly con-
cerned about this unprecedented, unbeliev-
able and sacrilegious attack on a place of
worship where peace and reconciliation are
preached.

Nevertheless, the Orthodox faithful are
determined to continue walking in the way
of social understanding and sincere love.

The religious communities in Shkoder,
through a joint statement, on Thursday, Aug.
20, condemned the explosion in the city�s
Orthodox Church on Wednesday morning.

The three religious communities in the
city considered this act �deliberate, which
aims to damage the harmony and peaceful
cohabitation among religious�.

In a press release, the pastor of the only
Orthodox Church in Shkoder, Fr. Aleksander
Petani, condemned this ugly act, which, he
said, �was committed by irresponsible
people, inhabitants of the dark.�

Petani expressed the belief that �despite
aims of those who placed the explosive, we
the Orthodox will follow the road of under-
standing and sincere will that has always
characterized the relations among the three
religions in our city.�

He said that today the workers have
begun to repair the damages to the church
and in two-three days will resume religious
services.

The Orthodox Church of Shkoder was
built two years ago with timber material at
the city�s center.

Construction on a new church is ex-
pected to begin soon on the same site.

Cathedral Bombed

(RNS) The Bulgarian Orthodox Church
has announced it will withdraw from the
World Council of Churches, the Geneva-
based international ecumenical body, cit-
ing the WCC�s style and direction.

�We have no intention of ending ecu-
menical church contacts or cutting links
with other Christian organizations,� a
spokesman for the Bulgarian church told
Ecumenical News International, the
Geneva-based religious news agency. �But
our church took the decision to leave last
April and will circulate its explanation
shortly.

�We have not consulted other Ortho-
dox churches about this announcement
and cannot comment on their intentions,�
the spokesman added.

The WCC counts more than 330 Prot-
estant, Anglican and Orthodox churches
as members.

In recent years, however, a number
of the Orthodox denominations have ex-
pressed unhappiness with what they see
as Protestant domination of the WCC�s
agenda and the ecumenical body�s pre-
occupation with what the Orthodox con-
sider Western liberal issues such as
women�s ordination, sexuality and mod-
ern, ecumenical liturgies.

The flooding of Eastern Europe by
Protestant missionaries � not necessar-

Bulgarian Orthodox to Quit WCC
ily affiliated with WCC churches � has
also exacerbated tensions.

Although the Bulgarian decision was
made last April, it was only confirmed
when the church�s synod met in Sofia on
July 22.

In 1997, the Georgian Orthodox
Church announced its withdrawal from
the WCC. Other Orthodox churches have
also expressed their unhappiness but
have not acted to quit.

Meanwhile, Archbishop Jeremiasz, a
leader of the Polish Orthodox Church, has
denied reports the Polish church will quit
the WCC.

�The WCC needs to reform its ap-
proach to theological dialogue, the life of
member churches and other issues,� he
told ENI. �But criticizing the WCC doesn�t
mean rejecting ecumenical contacts. No
Orthodox church will ever wish to aban-
don the challenge of seeking Christian
unity.

�The fanatics who loudly proclaim
their rejection of ecumenism are moti-
vated by particular interests and are not
representative of Orthodoxy,� he said.

The Bulgarian Orthodox move came
just four months before the WCC is set
to observe the 50th anniversary of its
founding at its Eighth Assembly sched-
uled to take place in Harare, Zimbabwe.

Orthodox Church Responds to Russian Crisis

By DAVID BRIGGS
c. 1998 Religion News Service

The Red Sea had parted and they had
been delivered from slavery, but it didn�t
take long for some of the ancient Israelites
to start grumbling about how much better
life was back in Egypt, where food and work
were more certain.

As the economic situation in Russia
worsens, Orthodox Church leaders are re-
ferring back to the biblical Exodus to pro-
vide their flocks with perspective on that
country�s remarkable journey since the fall
of communism and the Soviet Union.

�It may well take 40 years in the wil-
derness before something new and stable
emerges,� said the Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky,
ecumenical officer for the Orthodox Church
in America (OCA).

The independent OCA, based in
Syosset, N.Y., traces its origins to Russian
Orthodoxy, first brought to North America
by Russian fur traders in the late 18th cen-
tury.

Russian President Boris Yeltsin, who
insists he will not resign, is under consider-
able pressure from nationalist hard-liners
and communists who oppose his plan for
economic reforms.

Monday (Aug. 31), hard-liners and com-
munists in the Duma, the lower chamber of
the Russian parliament, overwhelmingly re-
jected Yeltsin�s choice for prime minister,
Viktor Chernomyrdin. And Yeltsin�s oppo-
nents again called for his resignation.

The Duma�s action threatens a $22.6-
billion support package from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund that Russia needs to
help stabilize its faltering economy.

As the crisis deepens, the Russian Or-
thodox Church, emerging from decades of
oppression, also is striving to find its way
through the political maze as it attempts to
ease the suffering caused by the economic

crisis, church officials and observers say.
Part of that role, similar to the function

played by agencies such as Catholic Chari-
ties in this country, is to fund soup kitchens
and hospitals, and meet other basic needs
that the government cannot.

�People have gone from one regime to
the next, everyone promising them some
kind of utopia that can never come to pass,�
said the Rev. Irinej Dobrijevic, national
church liaison for the Baltimore-based In-
ternational Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC). �So the only institution they can
trust is the church.�

The IOCC is a relief agency supported
by more than nine Orthodox church juris-
dictions, including the OCA.

In the political realm, the Orthodox
Church in Russia has generally supported
Yeltsin, although its interests have gravitated
more toward nationalist parties in pressing
for restrictions on evangelical groups and
other religious movements attempting to
gain converts in Russia since the end of the
Soviet Union.

Church leaders also share nationalist
concerns that Western influences may con-
tribute to growing immorality in the coun-
try.

Some Orthodox priests even supported
communist candidates in the last election,
noting with some Russians that at least ba-
sic food and housing needs were met un-
der the old system, Kishkovsky said.

Orthodox Christians in the United
States have broadened ties with the Russian
Orthodox Church over the last 10 years,
establishing sister-church relationships with
Russian congregations and contributing mil-
lions in humanitarian aid.

Dobrijevic said IOCC is discussing a
special fund-raising appeal to address the
current crisis. With the economic collapse,
some people can no longer afford food and
housing, while small businesses will need
loans to get back on their feet.

BALTIMORE � Three humanitarian aid
workers abducted by armed bandits in
Chechnya more than 275 days ago have
been released, according to information
from the International Orthodox Christian
Charities.

The workers were participating in an
emergency aid program on behalf of the
Geneva-based organization Action by
Churches Together (ACT).

Two of the captives, Hungarians Gabor
Dunaiszky and Istvan Olah, both employ-
ees of Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA),
were released July 25.

Following their release, Dunaiszky and
Olah described how they endured condi-
tions of extreme hardship and deprivation
eerily similar to those reported by Dmitri
Penkovsky, an aid worker released on March
24, after six months in captivity in Chechnya.
All of the freed captives have spoken of the
scant rations of food they received and the
dank, unventilated cellars in which they were
held.

The third hostage, Dimitri Petrov, an
employee of International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities (IOCC), who was abducted
together with his fellow worker, Dmitri
Penkovsky, on Sept. 20, 1997, was reunited
with his wife on Aug. 11 in the city of
Vladikavkas, Russia. Petrov had been in cap-
tivity nearly 320 days.

On behalf of the IOCC and its Crisis
Management Team, Fr. Leonid Kishkovsky
expressed joy at their release.

�The hostages and their families are
dealing with trauma, with serious medical
problems, and with a host of survival ques-
tions and financial burdens as a direct re-
sult of their ordeal of nearly 11 months,� Fr.
Kishkovsky said. �We will depend in this on
the generosity and help of Orthodox par-
ishes and Orthodox Christians in the U.S.
and Canada.�

Throughout their long captivity, IOCC
adhered to the principle of non-payment of
ransom. Petrov�s release came following
intense efforts by his wife, with the assis-
tance of Dmitri Penkowsky.

Abducted Workers
Released from Chechnya

Eighteen students from the Resurrec-
tion of Christ Theological Seminary of St.
Vlash-Durres (Albania) finished a one month
catechism program July 19  and, during the
final week, priests from different areas came
and baptized more than 190 children and
youth.

Over the past month, the students vis-
ited 11 villages daily, offering catechism les-
sons, teaching songs, and playing games
with more than 450 children and youth. The
project�s goal was to offer an Orthodox wit-
ness in villages where a strong catechetical
effort in educating the youth and preparing
them for baptism has not been present.

The largest baptism took place in the
Adriatic Sea, near the village of Seman and
the ancient monastery of Apollonia, where
four neighboring priests baptized 95 people.
In the mountain region of Shpati, a two-hour
rugged journey from Elbasan, 60 children
were baptized.

Two years earlier in this same area, stu-
dent catechists had prepared 150 children,
who later were baptized. The final group
worked in three villages of Korca, finally bap-
tizing 35 youth.

The 18 students from the seminary
were divided into four groups, covering
three general areas of Albania. Students in
the Muzeqe area stayed at the Monastery
of the Virgin Mary - Ardenica, receiving guid-
ance and encouragement from Fr. Efrem and
the monks and novices of the monastery.

Seminarians End
Catechism Program
with 190 Baptisms



SEPTEMBER  1998 PAGE 23ORTHODOX OBSERVER

of  Special  Interest

T
he thought of a child and visions of
wide-eyed, smiling faces and little
hands busy at work building
tomorrow�s dreams come to mind,
along with scenes of children playing,

laughing and simply having fun. These are
the images we are most familiar with.

For some, less fortunate children, there
exists a much darker side to life that is sel-
dom discussed.

GUADALUPE HOMES: �Giving Hope
to Children Where there is None�

�Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart from it.�

Proverbs 22:6

By Eleni Daniels

Childhood innocence and stability is a
privilege that all children should share. Un-
fortunately, not every child does. They suf-
fer from abuse and neglect.

With the growth in public awareness
of child maltreatment, and the prevailing risk
factors such as poverty, teen parenthood,
and substance abuse, the number of chil-
dren reported as abused or neglected has
greatly increased in the past decade.

Based on reports published in the 1997
CWLA (Child Welfare League of America)
Stat Book, the number of children reported
as abused or neglected per 1,000 children
in the population increased by 27 percent-
from 33 per 1,000 in 1986 to 42 per 1,000
in 1995. What does this say for the plight of
America�s abused and neglected children?

The National Center on Child Abuse and
Neglect has defined the major  types of
abuse and neglect as follows: physical
abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, medical ne-
glect, and emotional/psychological maltreat-
ment.

A peaceful, stable, comfortable and
worry-free life should be our promise to a
child.

Like everyone else, children have the
right to living a life which includes domes-
tic tranquillity. They should be offered the
same protection as abused adults, not to be
forced to live at the mercy of an abuser.

Too often, children are the victims of a
vicious cycle because of an abusive family
history. They should not have to suffer re-
peated abuse, or die to get someone�s at-
tention.

Surely the vicious cycle is not surpris-
ing. After all, we know children learn what
they live and witness.

Child abuse statistics are alarmingly
high. In 1996 alone, over 3,126,000 chil-
dren were reported to Child Protective Ser-
vices (CPS) agencies as alleged victims of
child maltreatment. Abuse is not taken seri-
ously. Offenders often receive suspended
or light sentences. Women�s and children�s
voices are not heard.

Who is protecting the children from
abuse? How can we stop child abuse? As a
community of concerned citizens, survivors,
protective parents, therapists, and profes-
sionals, individuals can make the difference.

Providing help and hope for kids in cri-
sis is noble and necessary work, anyone
would agree. In fact, our own Orthodox
clergy and laity have been dedicated to help-
ing children overcome crisis through treat-
ment, counseling and education for over 30
years.

A Man with a Mission
In the mid-sixties, Fr. Leon Pachis, of

San Bernardino, Calif., recognized and ac-
knowledged a dire need for outreach to
abused and neglected children from broken
families, not limited to the Orthodox faith.

Fr. Leon believed our Church should
reach out and help those in need, regard-
less of racial, ethnic or religious background.

With nothing more than the Church�s
blessings, faith and tenacity, Pachis found
an abandoned ranch house set on 12 acres
in Yucaipa, Calif. Determined to make it
suitable for children, he founded the
Guadalupe Home for Boys - a center to help
boys who were considered to be too diffi-
cult for other facilities.

After 28 years, Fr. Leon has retired as
founder and CEO of Guadalupe Homes and
currently serves at the Annunciation Cathe-
dral in New Kensington, Pa. �I thank God
for the opportunity to have done that work.
I am very gratified having offered the little
service to the children in need,� said Fr.
Pachis.

Fr. Pachis was also proud of the recog-
nition and moral support that the Homes
received from Archbishop Spyridon. �He is
an outstanding person who saw the work
and thank God he gave us his blessing.�

In 1995, Fr. Tom Avramis succeeded
Fr. Pachis as chief executive officer. Under
his guidance, Guadalupe Homes continues
its mission of serving children.

History
Guadalupe Homes was founded in

1966 as a ministry of Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians to provide care for abused youngsters.
To this day it continues to be administered
by Orthodox Christian clergy and laity.

Guadalupe is a not-for-profit, multi-ser-
vice child-care agency dedicated to provid-
ing safe and healing environments for chil-
dren troubled by emotional and behavioral
problems resulting from physical, psycho-
logical and/or sexual abuse.

Its mission is to provide each child, fam-
ily and adult with quality therapeutic treat-
ment, social services and educational pro-
grams in a supportive and nurturing envi-
ronment so they may eventually lead
healthy, productive lives.

Yet, as Guadalupe Homes provides
more and more services and facilities to ful-
fill their mission, its expansion is often re-
sisted by factions within the communities
the organization helps most. It responds to
this resistance with more education.

Residential Facilities
Guadalupe currently operates six resi-

dential/treatment campuses and 16  Off-
campus residences, serving children rang-
ing in age from newly born infants to 18
years. The residential facilities provide indi-
vidualized treatment programs in a struc-
tured and caring environment. They offer
educational, recreational, vocational and
family support services needed for the
child�s recovery.

Foster Family Agency
For the child who is not ready to return

home, or who has no home, Guadalupe
decided that it�s responsibility to children
did not end with residential treatment.

In 1983, Fr. Pachis founded the Foster
Family Agency to provide continuing care
in a group home or foster family. The agency
works to find loving and nurturing foster and
adoptive homes for children with a variety
of special needs such as, attention deficit
disorder, behavioral disturbances, and a fail-
ure to thrive.

See GUADALUPE on page 27

TOP PROPERTIES is a private con-
cern and Mr. George S. Pipinos, its owner,
has earned, over the years, a reputation
for integrity and excellence in the world
of Real Estate in the Dodecanese.

At Top Properties we try hard to at-
tract important and selective investors:
high caliber businessmen/women and dis-
cerning professional people, both Greek
and foreign, who wish to acquire substan-
tial and valuable property on Rhodes.

We offer our expertise and advice pri-
vately, discreetly and in strict confidence.

We keep a comprehensive list of real
estate of the highest specification:

Ïäüò ÊÝííåíôõ 38,  ÑÏÄÏÓ 85100 � 38 Kennedy St., RHODES GR85100 GREECE
TEL.: (0241) 23895 � FAX: (0241) 20883

TOP PROPERTIES
GEORGIOS S. PIPINOS � ÃÅÙÑÃÉÏÓ Ó. ÐÉÐÉÍÏÓ

ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ
REAL ESTATE AGENT � MEMBER OF F.I.A.B.C.I.

Ç �TOP PROPERTIES� åßíáé áôïìéêÞ åðé÷åßñçóç êáé áíÞêåé åî ïëïêëÞñïõ óôïí ê.
Ãåþñãéï Ó. Ðéðßíï, ðïõ áðü ôï 1971 áó÷ïëåßôáé áðïêëåéóôéêÜ êáé ìüíï ìå åðåíäýóåéò êáé
REAL ESTATE, óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ, êáèþò êáé óôçí åõñýôåñç ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÄùäåêáíÞóïõ.

ÁÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÌÁÓÔÅ: Óôïõò óïâáñïýò, áðáéôçôéêïýò êáé åðéëåêôéêïýò åðåíäõôÝò-
åðé÷åéñçìáôßåò- åëåýèåñïõò åðáããåëìáôßåò, ̧ ëëçíåò êáé îÝíïõò, õøçëïý åéóïäçìáôéêïý åðéðÝäïõ,
ðïõ åíäéáöÝñïíôáé íá êÜíïõí ìéá óïâáñÞ åðÝíäõóç ðñïâïëÞò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ.

ÐÑÏÓÖÅÑÏÕÌÅ:  Á) Õðçñåóßåò êáé ðëçñïöïñßåò ðïõ ãßíïíôáé óå ðñïóùðéêü åðßðåäï
ìå å÷åìýèåéá, äéáêñéôéêüôçôá êáé óïâáñüôçôá.

Â) ÌåãÜëç ãêÜìá õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò áêéíÞôùí, üðùò: 1) Îåíïäï÷åßá Á� êáé Â� êáôçãïñßáò
ôùí 600-500-350-300 êëéíþí 2) ÊåíôñéêÜ áóôéêÜ áêßíçôá êáôÜëëçëá ãéá ÔñÜðåæåò -
êáôáóôÞìáôá-ãñáöåßá 3) ÐáñáëéáêÝò åêôÜóåéò, êáôÜëëçëåò ãéá ôïõñéóôéêÝò åðåíäýóåéò ôùí
150.000-100.000-70.000-50.000-36.000 ô.ì. êáé 4) Äéáìåñßóìáôá êáé ìåæïíÝôåò ðñïâïëÞò.

ÓÔÏ×ÏÓ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ: Íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå óôï áãïñáóôéêü ìáò êïéíü  õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò
áêßíçôá êáé åõêáéñßåò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ. Ç åéêïóéðåíôáåôÞò êáé ðëÝïí ðåßñá ìáò óôïí ôïìÝá
áõôü áðïôåëåß åããýçóç.

ÓÕÍÈÇÌÁ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ:
Åðåíäýóôå óôç ÑÏÄÏ ÔÙÑÁ, óå áêßíçôá ðïõ ÁÍÔÅ×ÏÕÍ ÓÔÏ ×ÑÏÍÏ

Ãåþñãéïò Ó. Ðéðßíïò
ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ

Ãéáôß åìåßò ãíùñßæïõìå êáëýôåñá!

a. A´ and B´ class hotels (600, 500, 350, 300 beds capacity).
b. Centrally situated office buildings and other business premises.
c. Seaside land, ideal for development (hotels, holiday resorts, etc.), of 150.000,

100.000, 70.000, 50.000, 36.000 sq.m.
d. Luxury apartments, maisonettes, detached, semi-detached and terraced houses.
Our aim is to give our clients the opportunity to acquire value for money, first class

real estate on Rhodes. Our 25-year-old experience in Real Estate is our warranty.
Our motto is: Invest in Rhodes. Invest in property. It stands the test of time.

TOP PROPERTIES and George S. Pipinos
Because we know better!

Ä Ä Ä

OUR 4TH GRAND HELLENIC CRUISE
January 15 - 25, 1999

Space is very limited.
Book now and SAVE!

Mail requests to: Odyssey Travel Center, P.O. Box 30409, Bethesda, MD 20824-0409
2 8  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  G r e e k  C o m m u n i t y

ODYSSEY TRAVEL CENTER, INC.
7735 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Tel.: (301) 657-4647
Since 1970 In the Nation�s Capital The No. 1 Tour Operator to Greece

Fax: (301) 587-7988

ODYSSEY�S Greek Celebration of 28 Years

 Ç ÌÅÃÁËÕÔÅÑÇ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇ ÊÑÏÕÁÆÉÅÑÁ ÔÏÕ 1999

� Greek ship � Greek Captain & Crew,
� Greek hospitality � Greek food

SUPER EXCITING ITINERARY:
10-Day spectacular cruise from San
Juan to Santo Domingo, Guadeloupe,
Barbados, Orinoco River (Venezuela), Puerto Ordaz
(Venezuela), St. Lucia, Martinique, St. Croix aboard
the casually elegant OLYMPIC COUNTESS of Royal
Olympic Cruises, the largest cruise line in Greece.

from

$999pp

UNBELIEVABLE BARGAIN!

Special Offer $UPER DEAL$
(cruise only)

Included Features: �All Meals � Special Coctail Party � Fabulous Greek entertainment
nightly, exclusively for our Greek group, with the popular singer Tassos Christou and his
versatile super exciting orchestra The Golden Greek Sounds AND the popular entertainer
Achilleas � $200 credit to each participant towards purchased cruise to the Greek Islands.

PLUS 1 FREE FOR EVERY 9 PAID PASSENGERS

For colorful brochures and reservations call or fax the experts:

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-786-1605
...and dial Access Code �02�
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TULSA, Okla. � The V. Rev. George
Thomas (Thomopoulos), 87, died Aug. 9 at
St. Francis Hospital after a lengthy illness.

According to information from Fr. Wil-
liam Christ, pastor of Holy Trinity Church in
Tulsa, Fr. Thomas was an archimandrite and
priest of the Archdiocese and a graduate of
Holy Cross seminary in Pomfret.

He was ordained to the diaconate by
Bishop Athenagoras Cavadas and appointed
as archdeacon to Archbishop Athenagoras.

He was ordained to the priesthood in
1942 and served as pastor of St. John Church

V. Rev. George Thomas

O B I T U A RO B I T U A RO B I T U A RO B I T U A RO B I T U A R YYYYY

in Omaha, Neb., until 1944.
Fr. Thomas next was assigned to Sts.

Constantine and Helen parish in Milwaukee,
serving until 1967. He was elevated to the
rank of archimandrite in 1952.

He served as pastor of St. Nicholas
Church in Tarpon Springs, Fla., for a year
until being assigned to Holy Trinity in Tulsa
in 1968.

Services were held in Tulsa with Met-
ropolitan Isaiah officiating. He was buried
in Chicago.

He is survived by his sister, Kalliope
Karabatsos, who had lived with him for
many years.

P A P A L O I Z O S  P U B L I C A T I O N S

We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS.
Card # ___________________________________________ Exp. date:___/ ____
SEND TO: (Street number, please. We ship UPS)      Check here for free catalogue   ¾
Name:______________________________________Phone:_________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_____________Zip:_______________
WRITE TO: PAPALOIZOS PUBLICATIONS    Tel:(301) 593-0652
11720 Auth Lane, Silver Spring, MD.20902 Fax: (301) 681-3390
Also available Textbooks for Elementary School, grades 1-7, and auxiliary books.

BOOKS (Adult level) Price  Qty. Amount
Modern Greek, Part 1
Workbook for Modern Greek, part 1
Cassete tapes for part 1 (set of 8, in Album)
Modern Greek, Part II
Workbook  for Modern Greek, Part II
Cassette tapes for Part II (set of 6)
Grammar of Modern Greek, with workbook
333 Greek Verbs, fully conjugated, 400 pp.
Learning Greek through Conversation
Cassette tepes for Learning Greek (set of 8)
3400 Greek Words flash cards (spiral bound)
Basic Greek Conversation
Cassette tapes for Basic Greek (set of 6)

                       SUBTOTAL
Postage $4.00 first set, 0.25 each additional book

TOTAL

13.00
5.00

32.00
12.00
5.00

26.00
12.00
15.00
12.00
30.00
12.00
8.00

24.00

We have been teaching Americans Greek since 1957! � visit us at: www.papaloizos.com

L e a r n  G r e e k  T h e  E a s y  W a y

The Fabulous Grecian Keys
America�s BEST

DANCE BAND
1-800-GET-KEYS

1-800-438-5397
1-330-856-4466

Call �The Keys� NOW for available dates
Fabulous �Live Music� !

Amazingly affordable Rates!

For a brochure and more information contact: Fr. Mark A. Leondis at
(303) 333-7794  (FrMarko@aol.com) or the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Na-
tional Youth Office at (212) 570-3561(youthoffice@goarch.org) or Fr.
Anastasios Bourantas (FrAnastasios@goarch.org)

ORTHODOX YOUTH WORKERS CONFERENCE
October 16-18, 1998 � Denver, Colorado

Hosted by:

Sponsored by:

Youth: “Where are they now?
Where are they going? How do they get there?”

KEYNOTE TOPICS: Youth & Holiness
Spirituality of Adolescence
Fostering Spiritual Growth

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
Orthodox Church in America

The Pan-Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood

of the Colorado Area

THEME:

Registration fee: $75.00

Accommodations at: Sheraton Denver Tech Center Hotel
7007 South Clinton Street
Englewood, CO 80112
tel (303) 799-6200 • fax (303) 799-4828

Youth Workers
of all ages
are invited
and encouraged
to attend
this conference!
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challengeYouth Ministry

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021

� To subscribe to the Youth Office
Listserver, send an e-mail to:
m a j o r d o m o @ l i s t . g o a r c h . o r g
� In the BODY of the e-mail, type in:
subscribe youth

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

What Do
You Think?
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By John Takis

I magine this: you have become a sav-
ior to millions, the chief figure of a
new and growing religion.  You are a
shepherd, struggling to unite your

flock inside your fold.  You are united with
the body of the one true God.  Then, sud-
denly, you are betrayed by one you trusted.
You are delivered into the hands of your
enemies.  But rather than fight, you give
yourself to them so that your people shall
not go unsaved.  You find your greatest
strength in your greatest sacrifice.

You are Constantinople, home of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and heart of Christ�s
bride:  the Orthodox Church.

It is surprising yet appropriate how simi-
lar the life of Christ is to the history of
Constantinople.  To understand these simi-
larities, one must examine the powerful his-
tory of that great city.

In the early fourth century, the Roman
Emperor Constantine declared that Chris-
tianity was no longer illegal in the Empire.
Also at that time, the Empire had been di-
vided into two halves, the eastern half be-
ing more prominent, and Constantinople
being the center of government.  It is called
the Byzantine Empire.

As the center of government, the city
of Constantinople, formerly called Byzan-
tium, also became the center of the Chris-
tian religion.  The church then determined,
through oral tradition, that the Apostle An-
drew had founded the church in Constan-
tinople, and a Patriarchate was established
there.

Much of the reason Constantinople
became so powerful was that many of the
Byzantine emperors and church leaders
were corrupt, using their positions to con-
trol and manipulate the populace.  Despite

Constantinople: The Center of the Orthodox Church
this, the Emperor did not exert power to
change church doctrine.  Constantinople
was strong.  But it did not stay strong for-
ever.

In the year 1204, after the great schism
between the Catholic and Orthodox Church,
those two great churches determined to
unite in order to battle the Turks in a holy
crusade. But when the gates of Constan-
tinople opened, the armies of Europe, like
Judas, had eyes only for the gold and silver.
They betrayed Byzantium, sacking and loot-
ing Constantinople. Constantinople was
weakened, and years later found itself help-
less before invading Muslim hordes, to
whom the Church leaders willingly sacrificed
themselves so that the Agia Sofia, the great
mother Church, would remain standing and
occupied. As Christ said, �I lay down my
life for my sheep...No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down of myself� (John 10:15,18)
Constantinople became Istanbul, and the
Orthodox became a persecuted people in
what had been their greatest city.

For a time, it looked as if the Church in
Constantinople was through, and that the
center of the Church would need to be moved
to Moscow. But it soon became apparent that
the Patriarchate in Constantinople had not
been dependent on political power and gold.
From the heart of the Turkish empire, the
Patriarchate was reaching out to the Ortho-
dox of the world, overcoming restrictions
placed on them by the Turks and sacrificing
themselves when necessary: �The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not
swallowed it up.� (John 1:5)

The result of centuries of effort on the
part of the Ecumenical Patriarchate is that
today, the Church is united and strong.  The
role of the Ecumenical Patriarch has always
been the chief guardian of the Orthodox
faith, dutifully fulfilling the role inspired by

Christ.  And what better place than Constan-
tinople to achieve this?  For as Christ was
betrayed by Judas in Gesthemane, so
Constantinople was betrayed by the armies
of Europe during the crusades.  As Christ
gave himself up to his enemies in order that
he might save humanity, so the Ecumenical
Patriarchs have suffered and sacrificed so
much, so that they might continue to be our
spiritual guardians.  Governments have
come and gone from Constantinople...but
the Church has remained constant and un-
changed.

Constantinople remains the most focal
point of the church � not from glory, or from
power, or through the favor of benevolent
governments, but because of its strength and
unity in the face of overwhelming odds.  As
a Russian priest once said, �Suffering has
destroyed all things.  One thing alone has
stood firm � it is love.�  In this, Constan-
tinople and the Ecumenical Patriarchate
stand as symbolic of Christ, and as a greater
symbol for any Orthodox Church that ever
struggled to overcome adversity, so that we
might be one church, strong and united, in
the body and spirit of Christ.

JOHN NICHOLAS TAKIS
Holy Trinity Church; Lansing, MI

PROFILE: 17 years old; recent
graduate and honor student of
Williamston High School in
Williamston, Michigan; interests in-
clude literature, writing, science fiction,
film music, and biological sciences; will
be attending Michigan State University
in August, majoring in Music Theory
and Composition; a noted tuba player
in the Lansing area, John has played
regularly with the Lansing Junior Sym-
phony Orchestra, the Lansing Concert
Bank and the Williamston School

D to the Spice Girls who were quoted
as saying in a recent interview, �If
you think about the �90�s, whether

it be music, fashion or film � anything goes.
There is no set code anymore, you can just
be yourself.�  Although this statement war-
rants much disapproval, what�s even more
disturbing is that the scantily clad  mem-
bers of this British pop group serve as role
models for hundreds of thousands of pre-
teen girls!  PARENTS BEWARE!

C to Steelers defensive back Carnell
Lake who was recently honored as
the YMCA 1998 Man of the Year.

Lake was asked to move from strong safety
to cornerback to shore up the Steelers� de-
fense last season and did so without com-
plaint. His coach, Bill Cowher, said, �A guy
like Carnell Lake is the role model you like
to set standards by. He�s a family man. He
gives back to the community and he�s a
pretty good player on the field, but that�s
secondary to what he stands for.�

C to the Federal Trade Commission
who, contrary to the Clinton
Administration�s �hands-off ap-

proach� to the Internet, will call for legisla-
tion that would require sites on the World
Wide Web to obtain parental consent be-
fore collecting personal information from
children. The FTC defends its actions by say-
ing that �children are told by parents not to
talk to strangers whom they meet on the
street, but they are given a contrary mes-
sage by Web sites that encourage them to
interact with strangers in their homes via
the Web.�

D to Internet Entertainment Group
Inc., a web site that planned to host
a spectacle entitled  �Our First

Time� in which it would show live images
of two 18-year olds losing their virginity.
When they discovered it was all a hoax and
that the site creator planned to charge $5
admission on the night of the big event and
at the last minute, the couple would decide
to abstain, IEG backed out of the deal.

C to any of our readers who can sup-
ply us with noteworthy information
we can use as �thumbs up or

thumbs down.�  The Challenge is relying on
you to help bring good deeds to light for
recognition and negative ones up for evalu-
ation.

bands.
SERVICE: John has served his church

as an acolyte for the past ten years, has at-
tended Sunday School and is an active choir
member; volunteers at church festival and
vacation bible school; GOYA member;
GOYA manages coffee hour, raises and do-
nates money to a charitable cause each year,
sells Christmas cards and goes Christmas
caroling, hosts an annual bowling tourna-
ment and has participated in basketball tour-
naments in Michigan and Ohio; now that
he has graduated from church youth pro-
grams, John looks forward to serving as a
volunteer youth worker in his church

ADVICE TO PEERS: The greatest
struggle for young people today is being able
to resist the many pressures which society
places on them.  Society and the media
scream a lot of unorthodox values and has

made it very easy to walk down the wrong
path.  Remember that you always have a fam-
ily in the Orthodox Church and never forget
the importance and significance in that.  It is
something you can always count on.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Don�t be
afraid to take part in the Church. The Church
is Christ�s bride and participating in its wor-
ship services and the sacraments it offers
brings you closer to God. The Church is al-
ways there for you in times of crisis and
despair and a place you can always go to for
comfort and support.  Do not be afraid to
approach your parish priest for help and
advice. Realize the importance of making
your faith �a way of life.�

Every journey has a beginning, and no
journey begins until you take that first step.
On September 1, the Church called us once
again to take that first step towards God.

In ancient Palestine, September marked
the beginning of a new civil year.  It was a
time to start anew, to take a fresh look at
life.  For Orthodox Christians, September
1 marks the beginning of the Ecclesiasti-
cal or Liturgical Year.  It is here that we are
invited to take a fresh look at the Faith and
to symbolically retake that first step on the
journey that leads to God.

Tradition tells us that it was on Septem-
ber 1 that our Lord Jesus Christ entered the
Synagogue in Nazareth and read from the
prophesy of Isaiah: �The Spirit of the Lord is
upon Me, because He has anointed Me to
preach the Gospel to the poor; He has sent
me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year
of the Lord.�  With His words, �Today this
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing,� His
earthly ministry begins. (Luke 4:16-22)

It is with the beginning of the new eccle-
siastical year that we are called to follow in
the example of the saints and to put into
practice our Faith, living it on a day-to-day
basis.  The daily cycle of scripture readings,
the commemorations of saints and martyrs,
and the combination of fast periods and feast
days, all come together to form an intricate
mosaic that gives structure and meaning to
our spiritual journey.  We are called to ex-
amine our values and the values of the world
around us and to ask the question: �On what
set of values have I based my life?�

(The above information was taken from
the Orthodox Youth Ministry Resource Book
entitled Living the Faith, by Michael A.
Pappas.  It is designed to help you plan and
organize your parish youth program and
contains monthly activities for use with JOY,
GOYA, and Young Adults.  To order, call the
National Youth Office at (212) 570-3560 or
e-mail us at youthoffice@goarch.org.)

SEPTEMBER:
Happy New Year!
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EMPLOYMENT

FOR 30 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
leather, flowers, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

TTTTTel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
LARGE AND SMALL RESTAURANTS

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUSNS MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

L e g a l  C o n s u l t a n t
O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com

Featuring

Gus Vali
&

Gabriel

Tel.:201.768.9100

TEL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: 73344,334 @compuserve.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

BOOKS

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

PROF. SERVICES

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

WEDDINGS

KOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLIS
& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra

Greek and American Music
Klarino - Bouzoukee etc.

Featuring Katerina - Vocalist

PMT TO: Omikron Record Co.  P.O.Box 913
47 Bacon Str., Winchester, MA 01890

___ #CDs @15.00  ___ #CASSETTES @ $10.00
TOTAL DUE: $ _____ (  )Check  ( ) M.O.

ORDERORDERORDERORDERORDER
OUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWEST

RELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASE

Call Kostas
(781)729-2643

Add
$3.00 ea.

s & h

SE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAME
& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA

RESULTS
IS WHAT YOU GET
BY ADVERTISING

IN THE
ORTHODOX
OBSERVER

CALL:
Tel: (212) 774-0235

CAPE SOUNION AREA
Rare large hilltop parcel, 11 plus
stremata, overlooking sea and
valley. Thirty minutes from Ath-
ens airport, in area of year
round and vacation villas. Firm
price $375,000 (US). Subject to
increase. For serious inquiries
only! Call:(207) 282-1197

MOVING ?

A N D Ask your parish to forward your name and new
address to the Observer in order for you to continue

receiving the newspaper
I F  you move but your new home is located in the

district of the same parish, then list your new address
below:

If you are moving, please attach your old label to
this coupon and mail  to the �Orthodox Observer�

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________

CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

AMERICA�S FINEST GREEK BAND!
PLAYING GREEK & AMERICAN MUSIC

THE OMEGA PROJECT
for booking information and free video call

(813) 949-3409

FOR RENT
FLORIDA CLEARWATER

Luxury condo with waterfront
view, furnished 2 bedroom, 2 bath
with balcony heated pool +cov-
ered parking, near shopping.
Tel. (810) 463-6805

PRIME GREEK ISLAND PROPERTIES:
Crete: Approx. 4500 sq. meters fac-
ing the sea- utilities, 12 km from
Hrakleon, Village of Rodia.
Exceptional view from mountainside.
Rhodes: Approx. 4000 sq. meters w/
utilities in the village of Koskinou. All
inquiries Fax: (412) 563-0914 USA

CHIOS
KAMPOS

Beautiful residential lot.
Absolutely level, excellent
homesite 140x151 feet
(43x44 m) $100,000 US
Tel.(412) 364-2882

EXCELLENT INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY

240m2 commercial building within
2 fenced stremata with olive trees.
46m frontage on main highway
28km from Athens near sea and
airports. Ideal for business. Price
drastically reduced. For details and
photos, call (518) 439-9570

MARCO ISLAND
FLORIDA

Real Estate investment.
Homes, Condos,

Waterfront Properties
Peter Vratsolis

Marco Beach Realty
(800) 237-8817

HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF INFRASTRUCTURE
15,000 Y15,000 Y15,000 Y15,000 Y15,000 Yearearearearears ofs ofs ofs ofs of  History History History History History

By Demeter G. Fertis and Anna Fertis
The authors, using their expertise, have created a
unique and long overdue book that over the sea of
time, starting from the Aegean�s, provides a com-
plete picture as to how the world�s infrastructural
civilizations have been created and what lies ahead.
ISBN 0-533-12495-6, 1998 $18.95
ORDER by phone: 1-800-882-3273 or by mail
VANTAGE PRESS, Inc.
516 West 34th Street, NY, NY 10001

Modern Greek Literature in English
and Children�s Books in Greek.

Send ssae for our free catalogue to: ATLANTIC BOOKS,
PO Box 2164, Lenox Hill Station, New York, NY 10021

1998 YEARBOOK

ARCHDIOCESE YEARBOOK

1998

The 1998 edition of the Archdiocese Year-
book can be ordered by sending a check or
money order for $15  per book postpaid  to:

(make checks payable to Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America)
YEARBOOK

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
8 E 79ST., New York, NY 10021

(Please do not send cash � Allow up to 2 weeks for delivery)

Order Now!

YOUTH DIRECTOR
The Memphis, Tennessee Parish wishes to
expand and further focus its ministry. We are
in search of a Youth Director who will assist
our Priest wherever necessary and expand our
youth ministry. Applications will be accepted
from lay people of the Orthodox faith as well as
Orthodox Theology students and graduates at
PO Box 613424, Memphis, Tennessee, 38101
to Father Christy or James Skefos.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
from page 11

the spiritual unwrapping of our sinful na-
ture in exchange for our Lord�s Resurrec-
tional venture. The celebration of Pentecost
is our contemporary linguistic unwrapping
. . . a Spirit directed application of the entire
economy of salvation!

In the final analysis, the Liturgical year
is best understood as our personal as well
as interpersonal unwrapping of the salva-
tion events of Jesus Christ.  He is the inde-
scribable Gift, the One who St. Paul refers
to as �the same yesterday, today and for-
ever� (Hebrews 13:8). Consequently, famil-
iarity with the meaning, rubrics and imple-
mentation of our liturgical services is the ur-
gent duty of the Orthodox family! Its im-
portance can hardly be exaggerated in this
age of rampant compartmentalization . . .
an age that desires to pigeon-hole the pow-
erful message of Christianity into a series of
neatly locked cages. Although young chil-
dren, teen-agers as well as adults may rebel
against what they consider to be restrictive

and lengthy attendance of Orthodox wor-
ship services, parish sponsored liturgical
education and healthy family discussion will
assist them to better understand, appreci-
ate and even come to enjoy their rich litur-
gical heritage!  Orthodox families who will
celebrate the new ecclesiastical year in such
a prepared and intelligent fashion will un-
doubtedly mature in their spiritual unwrap-
ping.  In the end, they will come to love the
�Indescribable Gift� . . . our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ!

Fr. Frank Marangos is director of the
Department of Religious Education
frfrank@omaccess.com

 Today, the Foster Family Agency has
14 offices across California.

Building a Community
Through years of hard work Guadalupe

Homes provides care for over 2,500 boys
and girls annually, making it the largest pri-
vate provider of child-care services in Cali-
fornia. Since its founding in 1966, over
30,000 children have been served.

Through the dedication and financial
support of many, Guadalupe has, since its
founding, been able to restore over 30,000
children to wholeness, with renewed hope
and confidence in their future.

Expanding to Texas
In 1997, Guadalupe Homes opened a

child-care facility in Houston, Texas with the
help of the Greek community in the area.
The facility serves 50 children as a diagnos-
tic and assessment center, as well as pro-
viding a residential program. This marks the
Homes� first program outside of California.

High Tech Helps Abused Children
For the first time ever, Guadalupe

Homes and Pinnacle Systems Inc., one of
Silicon Valley�s leading providers of high-
tech editing equipment for movies and tele-
vision, recently created a strategic alliance
with the purpose of helping at-risk kids.

The two organizations collaborate to
educate youth about the dangers of drugs,
alcohol, and gang violence through a series
of public service announcements that will

be created by the children of Guadalupe
Homes.

Following a training session, children
from each of the 11 sites will create profes-
sional PSA�s that will be played on televi-
sion stations to caution other kids against
the unforeseen dangers. This will be in the
form of a contest, in which celebrities will
judge each site and determine a winner in
the fall.

Until there is no need
Fr. Pachis� mission in 1966 has since

then become the mission of over 1,000 staff
members who put the welfare of children
uppermost in their hearts and minds. The
first few children who arrived at the ranch
house in Yucaipa have become 2,500 chil-
dren a year treated at facilities across the
state of California.

The answer to �How can we stop
abuse?� is simple: day-by-day and child-by-
child. This has been Guadalupe Homes�
mission for 30 years, and it shall continue
until there is no more need.

Guadalupe Homes is an accredited
member of the California Association Ser-
vices for Children (CSC), and a member of
the Child Welfare League of America (CWLA)
and the Association of Children�s Service
Agencies of Southern California (ACSA). A
non-sectarian agency licensed by the State
of California�s Department of Social Ser-
vices. To learn more about Guadalupe
Homes and how you can help this ministry,
call (909) 825-5588.

GUADALUPE HOMES

were Chris A. Margaritis and Savas Zembillas
who revived and edited the parish newslet-
ter, The Voice of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas.

The Cincinnati community could well
deserve the title �mother of presbyteres.�
Six  women of the parish have become
priests� wives: Georgia (Fr. Chris) Metro-
pulos, the daughter of Fr. Mitsos; Maria (Fr.
Spyridon) Kehayes, Patricia (Fr. Angelo)
Artemas, Elaine (Fr. John) Stavropoulos, Tina
(Fr. Paul) Patitsas, and Virginia (Fr. Mark)
Emroll.

From 1988 to �91, the parish also had
an assistant priest, Fr. Alex M. Micha-
lopoulos, who went on to serve as pastor in
Oklahoma City.

After his long tenure of 31 years� ser-
vice, Fr. Mitsos retired Oct. 14, 1990, and
with Presbytera Evelyn moved to Florida.

His successor, Fr. John Artemas, served
two years and was himself followed by Fr.
Cassis, a native of Spokane, Wash.

Most parishioners today are American-
born, but Fr. Cassis also ministers to some
Greek immigrants and to converts.

Among the parishioners noted busi-
ness owners who helped give the city one
of its claims to fame - Cincinnati chili. In the
1940s, the Lambrinides family added cheese
and beans to makaronada to create Skyline
Chili, which recently was sold to a national
conglomerate. The David family, Arab Or-
thodox originally from Jordan, makes Gold
Star Chili.

One of the minority owners of the Cin-

cinnati Reds baseball team is a parishioner,
George Strike (too bad his first name isn�t
�Homer�).

And the Gregory family established the
Montgomery Inn restaurant chain, famed for
its ribs that are also sent to clients around
the world, among them Bob Hope.

Other parishioners work in diverse oc-
cupations ranging  from taxi driving, to en-
gineering at General Electric�s jet engine di-
vision to various positions at the headquar-
ters of Proctor and Gamble.

Of his service to this large parish, Fr.
Cassis observed, �I find myself always hav-
ing to shift gears,  but there is a real tangible
unity in the community.�

Along with the usual organizations that
serve the various segments of the parish,
the church also has a Hellenic Mothers Club
that sponsors programs for the children
throughout the year. �It also helps to build
a network for mothers in the community,�
said Fr. Cassis.

The priest also conducts a weekly Bible
study, and a pre-Cana program for couples
contemplating marriage.

Community outreach includes social
programs for the homeless and hungry, in-
cluding a yearly food drive.

For Fr. Cassis, his ministry to the com-
munity of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas has been
one of great fulfillment.

�In my 23 years as a clergyman, this
has been the greatest blessing of my life.
We count ourselves extremely fortunate to
be here.�

� compiled by Jim Golding

Internet and to other external organizations.
The Orthodox Observer has become

fully computerized and is now published
more often. Its newsgathering has been in-
vigorated and its production capabilities sim-
plified with computerization.

The Communications Committee also
recommended that each diocese and par-
ish purchase a computer system including
a printer, scanner, and separate facsimile
machine to gain access to the Internet, that
parish Sunday bulletins and newsletters
should focus on family issues, and that par-
ishes submit college students� e-mail ad-
dresses to the Archdiocese Communications
Committee.

Institutions Committee
The Institutions Committee presented

reports from three Archdiocese national in-
stitutions: St. Basil�s Academy, St. Michael�s
Home and Hellenic College-Holy Cross.
St. Basil�s Academy

Director, V. Rev. Sylvester Berberis,
reported that the Academy provides a safe
and nurturing environment for Orthodox
children from dysfunctional families or dif-
ficult situations. Student live on campus and
are schooled at the Highland Falls School
District. They receive a supplementary pro-
gram in Greek language, dance and culture
at the Academy.

The Academy is developing an institute
to train Greek school teachers and leaders.
St. Michael�s Home

Director V. Rev. Andonios Paropoulos
reported that St. Michael�s has completed a
major renovation and rehabilitation project
and will concentrate on providing quality
care for the Greek Orthodox elderly. St.
Michael�s,  a highly regarded home for am-
bulatory residents, will study the possibility
of expanding to the next level of elderly care,
a nursing home.
Hellenic College/Holy Cross

Reports were given by HC/HC Presi-
dent Metropolitan Isaiah, Director of Admis-
sions and Records Dr. John Klentos and Fi-
nance Director Leon Zaimes.

The Institutions Committee considered
the following two recommendations from
the Boston Diocese Clergy-Laity Congress:

that courses be offered at Holy Cross Semi-
nary dealing with family life issues and all
forms of abuse, and that more seminarian
participation be encouraged in local par-
ishes, especially with programs involving
older youth.

The committee also recommended that
HC/HC should be a separate committee at
future Clergy-Laity congresses, that the in-
vestigating committee�s complete report be
shared with the School�s constituencies, that
a task force study the past 18 months� events,
and report to trustees and the Archdiocese
Council; and that men and women studying
for church service and evangelic vocation also
be funded, in addition to seminarians.

Greek Education Committee
The Committee reviewed proposed rec-

ommendations submitted by the Boston and
New Jersey dioceses and approved the fol-
lowing projects, suggestions and recom-
mendations:

A. Greek Language Instruction
1. Publish a short �Course of Study� for

the teaching of modern Greek as a second
language at three instructional levels: begin-
ners, intermediate, advanced (grades K-8).

2. Develop a book to be called �Con-
versational Greek� (grades 5 and up).

3. Develop a small pamphlet �Greek
Spelling Book� of 3,000 words.

B. Religion and Culture
1. Create a small book on �Greek Or-

thodox Hymns and Prayers� (in Greek and
English) that may be accompanied by an
audio-cassette of hymns, sung in both lan-
guages during the Divine Liturgy, and the
Apolytikion of various saints.

2. Develop a book for teachers� use on
�Greek School Celebrations� for the purpose
of assisting teachers to organize school pro-
grams about various Greek national and re-
ligious holidays as well as for other occa-
sions. The book will be a collection of songs,
poems and plays appropriate for Christmas,
Pascha, Greek Letters Day, the Annuncia-
tion/Greek Independence Day (March 25),
Mother�s Day, Father�s Day, OXI Day and
graduation.

3. Appoint a liaison between the Reli-
gious Education and Greek Education de-
partments.

SUMMARY OF REPORTS
from page 21Biographical note

Wife, mother, businesswoman, philan-
thropist  Evanthea Condakes, who lives on
the North Shore of Boston, has been guided
throughout her life by her deep devotion to
the Greek Orthodox faith and her commit-
ment to the Church.

Her advocacy of the Church took form
early in her life, when she worked as a Sun-
day School teacher and continued as she
assumed additional roles as a member of
the local Philoptochos, chapter president of
the Daughters of Penelope, and most re-
cently as one of only two female trustees
on the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100
Endowment Fund board.

Eve, as she is affectionately known, is a
world traveler and frequent visitor to Greece
and the Patriarchate. She made her first trip
to Constantinople while on assignment for
the Avon Products cosmetics company, for
which she has worked for many years as a
senior executive.

Since that first trip in 1957 when she
was honored with a private audience with

Patriarch Athenagoras, she and her husband,
Leo, have made many visits to the Phanar.

Along with her husband, Mrs.
Condakes was one of several prominent
Greek-Americans invited to accompany Pa-
triarch Bartholomew on his visit to the
United States.

A native of Boston, Mrs. Condakes be-
gan her college education at Boston Univer-
sity and later received her degree from
Marion Court College, where she serves as
a trustee and has been honored as a distin-
guished alumna for dedicated service to �un-
der-served populations, particularly
women,� and for her �commitment to so-
cial justice.�

She has served as a former member of
the Massachusetts Governor�s Commission
on the Status of Women, and as past direc-
tor of the Visiting Nurses Association.

Mrs. Condakes is currently involved in
a Greek-Turkish peace initiative sponsored
by the Fletcher School of Law and Diplo-
macy at Tufts University.

She lives with her husband in
Swampscott, Mass.
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Please  Call
(212) 570-3555

or Fax
(212) 774-0239

CONDAKES
from page 6
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L
iving in a widely secular society, and
one that is widely materialistic,
people are looking within their spiri-
tual nature and within their society

for answers, for the truth.
As a result, the Orthodox Christian faith

is finding many new believers among mod-
ern Americans. The church is growing across
the nation at an increasing rate.

Converts say they are attracted by the
ancient traditions of Orthodoxy, and by its
mystical worship, influenced by monasticism.

by Eleni Daniels

Adding to the call of the faithful, Or-
thodoxy received tremendous recognition
during the fall 1997 as Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, �first among equals� of the
15 Orthodox patriarchs, visited 16 U.S. cit-
ies. Most of the Orthodox Christians in the
U.S. are members of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, based in New York,
which also sponsored the Patriarch�s visit.

The beauty of Orthodoxy�s iconogra-
phy also has increased the awareness of the
faith. An indication of this mystical attrac-
tion was evident at �Glory of Byzantium,�
an exhibit at New York�s Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, which attracted over 350,000
visitors before closing last July.

In Search for the Truth
Many people are disillusioned with

Protestantism and Evangelicalism and are on
a similar quest looking for the traditional
church of today, the truth.

�The Truth part was this: the ancient
words of this vesperal service had been
chanted for more than a millenium. Lex
orandi, lex credendi; what people pray
shapes what they believe. This was a church
that had never, could never, apostatize,� said
Frederica Mathewes-Green, writer, NPR ra-
dio commentator and convert of five years,
in a recent commentary entitled, �Finding
the Truth.�

�Of all forms of Christian worship, this
was the most ancient, and the most free
from familiar cultural markers,� she wrote.
�It transcended geography and century;
multiple generations of use in multiple
tongues had given it the stonewashed qual-
ity of that which endures.�

As Orthodox Christians we consider our
beliefs similar to those of other Christian
traditions, but in a more pure, unaltered form
of the faith passed down from Jesus to the
Apostles. The heart of the faith is the Bible,
which is considered one expression of God�s
revelation, and Holy Tradition, handed from
one generation to another.

The Sacrament:
The Mystical Life of Orthodoxy
This Holy Tradition includes the Eucha-

rist, prayers, hymns, icons, and creeds
adopted by the seven Ecumenical
Councils. Seven sacraments are recog-
nized: Baptism, Chrismation, Holy Eu-
charist/Communion, Confession, Unc-
tion, Matrimony and Holy Orders. An
Orthodox Christian of any national ori-
gin may go to any Orthodox Church and
receive the sacraments.

Orthodox Christianity has a spe-
cific �flavor,� according to the Rev. Tho-
mas Fitzgerald of the Holy Cross School
of Theology, himself a former Roman
Catholic. �It was in the Jewish and
Greek cultures in the eastern regions
of the Roman Empire that the gospel
was first preached, early Christian com-
munities were established, and the
Christian faith struggled against pagan-
ism and heresy,� he said. �Also, it was

Ancient Holy Traditions
Attract Converts to Orthodoxy

�Orthodoxy isn�t out to market itself; it
is about tradition and continuity. I did not
convert to Orthodoxy because it was
�trendy�, but because it was true,� said
Schaeffer.

�I, like so many contemporary Ameri-
cans, knew nothing about Orthodoxy. It re-
mained an enigma, a mystery that was dis-
tanced from western theology. My 10-year
journey to find the truth took many twists
and turns. I began to ask myself questions
about my own spirituality and the world
around me,� said Schaeffer. During a pe-
riod of two years he outlined a course of
study and aimed to find out about the Chris-
tian church history. He asked questions like
what it meant to be a Christian.

�The whole purpose of looking for the
traditional church was to find the tradition
of liturgical worship that I can be account-
able for,� said Schaeffer. �When I go to
church I like to have the sense of the sa-
cred, the timeless, the holy, something big-
ger than me.�

In a recent story, Deborah Kovach of

the Dallas Morning News said, �converts are
drawn to Orthodoxy�s worship and ancient
doctrine and are turned off by mega-
churches, contemporary praise music and
what they consider a shallow theology.
These evangelical converts are raising the
profile of a faith that was once viewed pri-
marily as an exotic church for Eastern Euro-
pean and Middle Eastern immigrants.�

Roots of Orthodoxy
The Orthodox Church takes its name

from two Greek words �orthos� meaning
correct or true, and �doxa� meaning belief
or glory. The word �Orthodox� indicates the
conviction that Orthodox Christians believe
and worship God correctly.

Orthodoxy emphasizes the Apostolic
tradition, continuity and conservatism over
a 2,000-year history.

In the 11th century, the church in Rome
separated in what is referred to as the Great
Schism. After the Great Schism, Orthodox
Christianity continued to develop apart from
Western Christianity. It expanded to 15 self-
governing, but doctrinally unified, churches
including Russian, Greek, Serbian, Roma-
nian, Cypriot, Bulgarian, and Ukrainian.

Orthodox Christians from Greece, Rus-
sia, the Middle East, and the Balkans came
to the United States in the wave of immi-
grations in the 19th and 20th centuries, and
many Orthodox Christians in America trace
their ancestry to Europe and Asia. But con-
versions now are the main source of the
church�s growth. In some congregations, a
third of the members are converts. Some
Orthodox priests also are converts from
Catholicism or Protestantism.

A New Beginning
in the Traditional Church

Although, the deep spiritual revival of
Orthodoxy is attracting more and more
people, the sense of the sacred, holy wor-
ship is the unique and beautiful element in
Orthodoxy.

Fr. Theodore Dorrance, a convert of
nearly 14 years, was the former priest of St.
Katherine Church at Redondo Beach, Calif.,
and currently pastors the newly established
Greek Orthodox parish of the Metro West
area in Portland, Oregon.

Fr. Theodore�s spiritual journey to Or-

thodoxy was long and enlightening. It be-
gan when he made an actual commitment
to Christ.

�When I was in college, my roommate,
an evangelical Protestant, was engrossed in
Bible studies. His devotion to God deepened
my own desire to know God, but it created
friction because of my own evangelical and
Catholic-Presbyterian background.

Fr. Theodore �threw himself� in a year
long study to discover the roots of the early
church. �One must go beyond the Bible to
reach the living traditions of the Church,�
he said. �What I discovered was that Or-
thodoxy is the apostolic, unbroken continu-
ity of the truth.�

As for others who may be struggling
with their faith, Fr. Theodore suggests they
ask themselves what is their own definition
of Christianity. �Every decision shapes who
we are. It is either a rejection or an accep-
tance of God,� and added,�my faith in God
took tangible form after my commitment to
Orthodoxy.�

Still, others have discovered a unique
element in Orthodoxy. �There is a divine
presence in Orthodoxy which is lacking in
the West. There are no concessions made
to secularism. The faith is expressed in the
liturgy and the iconography. The world is
missing so much and it can only be found
in Orthodoxy,� said librarian Anthony
Ruggiero of Brooklyn, NY. Ruggiero, a con-
vert of 10 years, added that �the beauty of
Orthodoxy is in its mysticism. Orthodoxy is
Greek - it is a gift from Byzantium.�

As for Frank Schaeffer, when he con-
nected with the Greek Orthodox Church of
the Annunciation in Newburyport, Mass., he
was surprised at what he encountered. �It
amazed me to find that in a world where
the only thing you can count on is change -
I suddenly found a rock to stand on that
doesn�t change - it�s non-negotiable. For me,
it was a question as to when I became Or-
thodox, � he said.

The apostolic tradition of the Greek
Orthodox Church appeals to the whole per-
son. This is the Christianity that many con-
verts understand.

�Once you see the real thing, you�re
not satisfied with imitation any longer,� re-
marked Mr. Schaeffer.

Detail from the mosaic of Deesis (supplication) in Agia Sophia, in
Constantinople - 13th Century     (N.Manginas photo)

there that the fathers of the faith lived and taught, and
the fundamentals of the faith were proclaimed at the
Seven Ecumenical Councils.� Christianity in the West
developed in lands familiar with the legal and moral phi-
losophy of ancient Rome.

Protestantism and modern Roman Catholicism have
changed too much with the times, so that the �fullness�
of the Christian faith has been lost, the Orthodox say.

Among the most well-known converts is Frank
Schaeffer Jr., a novelist, film director and producer and
son of the late Swiss evangelical Protestant theologian
and author Francis Schaeffer.

In a recent article, he said that he has
been disturbed by the idea that �religion could
and should be changed to suit the temper of
the times.� Schaeffer, who converted to Or-
thodoxy in 1990, said that if he wanted news
of social trends he could read a newspaper.

Greek parochial school students of Corona, N.Y. participate
in the joy of Orthodox worship.      (Orthodox Observer photo)
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