
ENGLISH 12 HONORS – SYLLABUS REVISED JUNE 2019  

PHILOSOPHY
:  

The process of writing about literature cannot be separated from the process of analyzing and 
understanding a work of literature. Literary art is purposive; that is, every work of art represents a 
working out of the artist’s purpose(s).  

OBJECTIVES:  

To encourage the student to approach each literary work armed with 
two questions:  

- What? – demanding close reading and identification of observable elements - 
Why? – directing a student’s study and leading to original comment on the work;  

this assumes that what is in the text was put there on purpose and is 
susceptible to analysis and interpretation  

The student will be able to:  

- trace a repetitive element throughout a work of literature to discover the author’s 
purpose  

for that element - state in the form of a thesis a conclusion as to the author’s purpose 
- write an expository essay which supports the thesis with textual evidence and  

interpretation - demonstrate an understanding of literary art as purposive - see the 
importance of spontaneous emotional reactions - come to an improved understanding 
of what poetry is - learn to identify and comment on the characteristics of poetry and 
short stories - learn to respond to literature in an informed and knowledgeable way - 
improve and refine vocabulary and speaking skills - synthesize primary and 
secondary sources to form a credible thesis statement which  

can be supported by three literary works - complete a four-six page research paper which 
follows the KMHS Style Sheet and  

which proves the aforementioned thesis 
statement  

ENGLISH 12 HONORS SYLLABUS REVISED JUNE 2019  

GENERAL



:  

1) to prepare students for the SAT by concentrating on vocabulary 
building 2) to improve SAT reading comprehension skills 3) to instill an 
appreciation of literature 4) to improve writing skills 5) to improve and 
refine speaking skills 6) to teach the process of writing a research paper 7) 
to improve critical reading skills 8) to augment students’ grammatical 
skills 9) to develop an appreciation of world writers, ancient as well as 
modern  

TEXTBOOKS:  
World Literature. English 12 iBook. Miller, Arthur. Death of a Salesman. NY: Penguin 
Books, 1976. Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. Ed. McMullan. New York: Barnes 
and Noble, 2007.  

SUMMER READING:  
Students must read any TWO of the following books. They may only use their own annotated                
copies of the books for the assessment in September. Their names are to be written across the                 
binding of each book.  

Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart. Badani, Sejal. The Storyteller’s Secret. 
Bauby, Jean-Dominque & Jeremy Leggatt. The Diving Bell and the Butterfly. 
Boyle, Father Gregory. Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless 
Compassion. Clark, Mary Higgins. The Cradle Will Fall. Grey, Zane. The 
Border Legion. Sullivan, Mark T. Beneath a Scarlet Sky. Westover, Tara. 
Educated.  

TRIMESTER ONE 
A. VOCABULARY  

World Literature - All words of glossary and all words in reading 
Units 1-12 - Selected words from Shakespeare and the Bible  

B. WRITING: RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNED  

Students will complete a four-six page paper (including a Works Cited page at the 
end) based on the reading of three works from their previous English classes at Kellenberg Memorial. The 
research paper should be based upon the knowledge of one novel, one play, and/or one short story/poem. The 
format for the paper must follow the KMHS Style Sheet and contain at least three research sources. The final 
paper is due during the second trimester and will count for two test grades. Each due date listed below earns a 



grade. Students will be evaluated accordingly on the following steps in the writing process:  
Assignment of Paper: October Preliminary Research & Introductory Paragraph 
with Thesis Statement: October Analysis of One Work: November Source Cards 
/ Note Cards: January Final Paper: February  

C. 
LITERATURE  

1) Introduction to Myth & 
Folktale  

“The Storytelling Stone” “How the 
World Was Made” “Coyote and the 
Origin of Death” “Osiris and Isis” 
“Theseus” “Green Willow” 2) 
Mesopotamian Literature  

from The Epic of Gilgamesh 3) 
Literature of Ancient Greece from 

Homer’s The Iliad Sophocles’ 
Oedipus Rex 4) Literature of 

Ancient Rome  

from Virgil’s The Aeneid, “The Fall of Troy” from 
Tacitus’ The Annals, “The Burning of Rome” 5) 

Literature of Ancient India  

from The Mahabharata, Bhagavad Gita 6) 
Persian and Arabic Literature  

from The Thousand and One Nights 7) 
Literature of the Middle Ages from The 
Song of Roland  

from Chretien de Troyes’ Perceval: The Story of the 
Grail from Dante’s Inferno  

D. CREATIVE WRITING  

Writing a Reflective/College Entrance Essay  

E. 
SPEECH  

Students will present selections from the seven units of literature covered this 



trimester  

TRIMESTER 
TWO A. 
VOCABULARY  

World Literature - All words of glossary and all words in reading Units 
13-23 - Selected words from Shakespeare and the Bible B. LITERATURE  

1) Literature of the 
Renaissance  

from The Decameron “Federigo’s Falcon” 
Petrarch’s Sonnet 3 Ronsard’s “To Helene” 
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 30 and Sonnet 64 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest from Cervantes’ 
Don Quixote 2) Literature of the Enlightenment  

from Voltaire’s Candide 3) 
Literature of the Romantic Period  

from Faust Hugo’s “Russia 1812” Heine’s 
“The Lorelei” Verlaine’s “Autumn Song” 
Rimbaud’s “The Sleeper of the Valley” 4) The 
Emergence of Realism  

Chekhov’s “A Problem” 
Ibsen’s A Doll’s House 5) 
Expressions of Modernism  

Kafka’s 
Metamorphosis  

D. CREATIVE WRITING  

Shakespearean or Petrarchan 
Sonnet  

E. 
SPEECH  

Students will present selections from The Tempest and A Doll’s 
House  



TRIMESTER 
THREE  

A. VOCABULARY  

World Literature - All words of glossary and all words in reading 
Unit 24-25 - Words from Shakespeare and the Bible  

B. WRITING  

Research papers are graded for content and form, resulting in two grades for the 
third trimester.  

C. 

LITERATURE  
1) Expressions of 
Modernism  

Miller’s Death of a 
Salesman Joyce’s 
“Eveline” Camus’ “The 
Guest” Dinesen’s “The 
Ring”  

D. SPEECH  

Class sharing of research projects on 
authors  


