
 
 
 
 
Lucia di Lammermoor 
Tragedy in two parts 
 
Music by Gaetano Donizetti  (1797-1848) 
 
Words by Salvatore Cammarano (1801-1852) 
Based on the novel The Bride of Lammermoor by Sir Walter Scott 
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The Characters* 
 
Lord Henry (Enrico) Ashton, Lucy’s brother and head of the Ashton clan 
Lucy Ashton (Lucia) 
Sir Edgar (Edgardo) of Ravenswood, head of the Ravenswood clan 
Lord Arthur (Arturo) Bucklaw, wealthy suitor for Lucy’s hand 
Bide the Bent (Raimondo), Lucy’s tutor and confidant 
Alice (Alisa), Lucy’s servant and confidant 
Norman (Normanno), captain of the guard to Lord Ahston 
 
The action takes place in Scotland at the end of the 16th century 
 
 
 
 
*We provide the English names in this list of characters, but will use the Italianized versions in the synopsis and 
libretto. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Story 
Scotland, the end of the 16th century 
 
Act I. The Departure 
 
 We are in the garden of the Ravenswood castle, which once belonged to the Ravenswood family but now is 
wrongfully held by the Ashtons.  The guards of Lord Enrico (Henry) Ashton are searching for a trespasser whom it is 
rumored is meeting Enrico’s sister, Lucia.  Ashton enters, he is troubled because his political support for William of 
Orange has weakened his financial and political position, and he needs to make some strong alliances.  His sister must 
agree to marry the influential Lord Arturo (Arthur) Bucklaw, but she has refused, giving the reason that she is too 
consumed with grief, her mother having just died.  Normanno, captain of the guard, suspects that Lucia is in love with 
the man whom she secretly meets each day in the garden.  This suspicion is confirmed by the guards who return to tell 
Ashton that they have seen his rival, Edgardo (Edgar) of Ravenswood leaving the garden from the direction of the 
Ashton castle.  Enrico is furious because of Lucia’s betrayal with his most hated rival. 
 
 That evening Lucia, accompanied by her servant Alisa, waits for Edgardo in the park by a fountain.  Alisa is 
anxious and begs Lucia to put an end to this love that can only bring her sorrow.  Lucia refuses and tells Alisa that she 
had a vision of a murdered wife, a Ravenswood accused of infidelity and murdered near this fountain by her jealous 
husband.  This vision only heightens Alisa fears for the young girl who is at once distraught over her mother’s death, 
and exuberant over her love for Edgardo.  When he arrives, he tells her that he is being sent to France at dawn to 
negotiate on behalf of the political forces behind Mary, who would become Mary Queen of Scots.  Before leaving he 
wants to make a reconciliation with the Ashtons by asking for her hand in marriage, as a pledge of peace.  Knowing her 
brother’s feelings, Lucia dissuades him, and begs him to postpone this plan.  They exchange rings, which at this time in 
history was a solemn vow of their secret engagement. 
  
Act II. The Marriage Contract 
 
 In order to force Lucia to comply with his wishes, Enrico shows her a forged letter from Edgardo to another 
woman.  He insists that her loyalty to her family must now outweigh her infatuation with this deceiver.  She reluctantly 
accepts the marriage to Arturo.  The festivities begin as Arturo tells the Ashtons that he has come to be their friend, 
their brother, and their protector.  Lucia, pale and weak, enters and signs the marriage contract.  At that moment, 
Edgardo forces his way through the crowd and in despair accuses Lucia of infidelity.  Cursing the Ashton family, he 
draws his sword, throwing himself at Enrico and Arturo.  Raimondo separates them, averting a battle and Edgardo 
withdraws. 
 
Act III  
 
 Enrico arrives on horseback at the tower of Wolf’s Crag, the present residence of the Ravenswoods.  As a storm 
rages, he demands satisfaction from Edgardo for the insults to his family, and his sister.  They agree to duel at dawn 
near the burial grounds of the Ravenswoods.  In the meantime, at the Ashton castle, the bride and groom have retired 
while the wedding festivities continue.  Suddenly Raimondo interrupts the merriment to announce that Lucia has gone 
mad and killed Arturo.  She enters the hall, no longer recognizing anyone and, in her delirium, she enacts an imaginary 
wedding ceremony with Edgardo.   
 
 Edgardo, unaware of what has transpired at the Ashton castle, goes to the place appointed for his duel with Enrico, 
determined to let himself be killed, as he has nothing more to live for.  He hears a funeral bell and learns of Lucia’s 
madness, and her death.  Vowing to find the eternal love and peace that was denied him and Lucia on earth in heaven, 
he kills himself as the final curtain falls. 
 
About Lucia di Lammermoor 
 
 The libretto does not deviate much from Walter Scott’s novel, which alludes to incidents concerning the Stair 
family (the Ashtons) and Lord Rutherford (Edgar of Ravenswood).  The events that inspired Scott’s novel date back to 
1689 at the time of the struggle between the supporters of William II of Orange, and those still loyal to King James II.  
Donizetti wrote the score in some thirty-six days for the renowned theater of San Carlo in Naples.  It is a work of major 
importance in the field of opera seria, and is Donizetti at his most mature and expressive.  The first performance 
enjoyed an exceptional public and critical success.  Considered Donizetti’s dramatic masterpiece, Lucia is one of the 
finest examples of romantic bel canto opera, and follows the proscribed structure for this form of opera.  In the libretto 
that follows, we have indicated the juxtaposition of scenes, arias, cavatinas and ensembles that, when joined together in 
a dramatic text, create this opera seria.  It’s mad scene is the most famous of its kind in all opera, requiring great 
technical virtuosity.   
 
 
The Opera Carolina production will be performed in two acts, with one intermission following Act II. 



Libretto 
Freely translated from the Italian by James Meena 
 
 
Part One, The Departure 
 
 
Act I, scene i (A garden near Ravenswood castle) 
 
Prelude and Opening Chorus 
 
Normanno Quickly!  Search the ruins closely! 
 
Guards We will search the ruins closely! 
 
Normanno From the towers of these ruins 
  The veil of this mystery will fall. 
 
Normanno Honor demands it! 
 
All  The detestable truth will shine 
  As lightning from clouds of horror. 
 
 
Scene 
 
Normanno (to Lord Enrico Ashton, who has just entered) 
  You are troubled, my lord? 
 
Enrico (vehemently, yet sullen) 
  For good reason. 
  You know that my destiny  
  Hangs on my sister’s star. 
  Meanwhile Edgardo,  
  That deadly enemy of our clan 
  Overlooks our lands from his ruins 
  And boldly mocks me with laughter! 
  There is only one 
  Who can turn our family fortunes. 
  But Lucia –  
  If she dares to reject Arturo’s hand – 
  Ah!  She will be no sister of mine! 
 
Raimondo My lord, have pity on this sorrowful girl 
  Who still weeps at tomb of her mother. 
  How can she turn her gaze 
  To a wedding bed at such a time? 
  We should respect a heart 
  That still stings with such sorrow, 
  And is contrary to love. 
 
Normanno Contrary to love! 
  Lucia is ablaze with love! 
 
Enrico What do you say? 
 
Raimondo (aside)  Fatal words. 
 
Normanno Hear me. 
  She was in this garden, 
  On that isolated road  
  That leads to her mother’s grave, 
  When suddenly, a wild boar charged at her. 
  From seemingly nowhere an arrow flew 
  Felling the beast. 
 
Enrico And who struck that blow? 
 
Normanno  His name?  It remains covered in secret. 
 
Enrico But Lucia – you’re saying that she . . . 
 
Normanno Loves him. 
 
Enrico And they have seen each other again? 
 
Normanno Every morning. 

 
Enrico But where? 
 
Normanno On that same road. 
 
Enrico An outrage! 
  Have you found this seducer? 
 
Normanno We only have suspicions. 
 
Enrico Ah! Tell me. 
 
Normanno He is your enemy. 
  He whom you detest above all others! 
 
Enrico Can it be true?  Edgardo! 
 
Normanno You have said it. 
 
 
Cavatina 
 
Enrico Cruel, fatal passion, 
  You are awakened in my breast. 
  Imagining this horrible suspicion is true 
  Makes my blood freeze and tremble, 
  And my hair stand on end. 
  She who was born my sister 
  Is now crowned with infamy. 
  The truth of this treacherous love 
  Will be revealed to me, and if true, 
  Being struck by lightning 
  Would be less bitter a fate for you. 
 
Guards My lord.  Our suspicions are true. 
 
Normanno (to Enrico)  Do you hear? 
 
Enrico Tell me what you’ve found. 
 
Guards Like men vanquished in battle, 
  We rested from our searching 
  From the ruined towers facing the garden. 
  Suddenly a pale man passed us, 
  Going toward the garden. 
  Our falconer, with his sharp eye 
  Recognized him . . . 
 
Enrico Who was it? 
 
Guards Edgardo! 
 
Enrico Him!  Oh rage that enflames me, 
  My heart can contain it no more. 
 
Raimondo Ah no, do not believe it, my lord! 
  Hear me. 
 
Enrico I will listen to you no more! 
 
 
Second Cavatina 
 
Enrico Pity for her, and meek senses 
  You speak in vain to me. 
  I only hear the words of vengeance. 
  Unlucky lovers, 
  My fearful fury is already upon you! 
  This impious flame that consumes you 
  Will be extinguished in your blood.  
 
 
Act I, scene ii  (Evening of the same day, in another part of 
the garden near a fountain.  Lucia enters followed by her 
servant, Alisa) 
 
 



Scene 
 
Lucia And still I wait for him. 
 
Alisa  Such rashness, 
  To venture out here 
  Now that your brother and his men 
  Are searching the garden. 
  It is folly indeed. 
 
Lucia Spoken well! 
  Egardo knows  
  The peril that surrounds him. 
   
Alisa  (noticing that Lucia’s expression has changed, 
  and that she is staring at the fountain) 
  What is it that turns your glance? 
 
Lucia That fountain! 
  Ah!  Never can I see it without trembling. 
 You know the legend: 
  A Ravenswood, burning with jealous fury 
  Stabbed his loving wife by that fountain. 
  And the unhappy girl fell in those waters, 
  And in this place is buried. 
  She appeared to me in a vision! 
 
Alisa  What are you saying? 
 
Lucia I’ll tell you. 
 
 
Aria of Introduction 
 
Lucia The night was dark and silent, 
  A pale ray of moonlight struck the fountain,
  When a submissive moan 
  Sounded in the breeze. 
  And her ghost appeared to me. Ah! 
  Her lips moved as one trying to speak, 
  And she seemed to call me  
  With her lifeless hand. 
  She remained a moment, motionless, 
  Then quickly vanished. 
  And the water, at first so clear and limpid, 
  Ran red with blood. 
 
Alisa  Oh God .  It is clear, and sad. 
  Your vision is a terrible omen. 
  Ah!  Lucia, desist from this fatal love! 
 
Lucia He is light to my dark days, 
  And he is comfort to my suffering. 
  Rapt in ecstasy, with burning ardor 
  Our hearts speak, 
  And he pledges his eternal love. 
  All my fears are forgotten, 
  My tears change to joy. 
  It is as if, with him close to me, 
  Heaven itself opens. 
 
Alisa  Days of bitter weeping 
  Are approaching you.  
  Ah!  Lucia, desist from this fatal love! 
  
Lucia Rapt in ecstasy, with burning ardor 
  Our hearts speak, 
  And he pledges his eternal love. 
  All my fears are forgotten, 
  My tears change to joy. 
  It is as if, with him close to me, 
  Heaven itself opens. 
 
Scene 
 
Alisa  He is approaching. 
  I will wait by the castle door. 

  (Alisa exits.  Enter Edgardo) 
 
Edgardo Lucia, forgive me for asking to see you  
  At such an hour, 
  But I needed to see you, 
  And to tell you that before the new day, 
  I will be far from our homeland. 
 
Lucia Can this be true? 
 
Edgardo For France’s friendly shores  
  I unfurl my sails; 
  There to entreat at court, 
  The destiny of Scotland. 
 
Lucia And thus you leave with me with my tears. 
 
Edgardo Before leaving you,  
  I will see your brother. 
  I will extend my right hand in appeasement, 
  And ask for yours to seal  
  A new peace between our clans. 
 
Lucia Are you mad?  
  Ah no -- let our love remain a mystery. 
 
Edgardo I understand. 
  To your brother,  
  That guilty persecutor of my family, 
  I have not suffered enough. 
  He took my father from me, 
  And my inheritance. 
  Is that not enough? 
  What more does his ferocious, and 
  Evil heart long for? 
  My ruin?  My blood? 
  He hates and abhors me! 
 
Lucia Ah, no. 
  Calm, oh Heaven, such wrath. 
 
Edgardo Flames of hatred 
  Burn through my heart! 
 
Lucia Edgardo! 
 
Edgardo Hear me, and tremble! 
 
 
Duet 
 
Edgardo On the tomb that contains my betrayed father, 
  I swore eternal war on your kinsmen. 
  But when I see you 
  In my heart is born another emotion, 
  And the ire is silent. 
  But that first oath is not broken, 
  And I could still find the hatred to complete it. 
 
Lucia For pity’s sake, be calm, be restrained. 
  A single word can betray our love! 
  Is not my suffering enough? 
  Must I die of fear for you? 
  Yield every other emotion, and 
  Let love alone enflame your heart. 
  A pure love is a nobler, more holy oath.  
 
Edgardo Here, before Heaven and with this ring, 
  I swear eternal love to you.  
  God hears us, and sees us, 
  My loving heart is our temple,  
  And our wedding altar. 
  To your fate, I unite mine. 
  I am pledged to you forever. 
 
Lucia And I to you. 
 



Together Ah!  Only the chill of death 
  Will extinguish the fire of our love. 
  I invoke Heaven to bless my love. 
 
Edgardo We must now part. 
 
Lucia Oh, dreadful words to me. 
  My heart goes with you. 
 
Edgardo And mine stays here with you. 
 
Lucia From time to time,  
  Should your thoughts fall to me, 
  Send a message to nourish my hope. 
 
Edgardo I will always keep you in my thoughts, 
  My dear one. 
 
Lucia My ardent sighs  
  Will come to you on the gentle breezes. 
  You will hear the sea murmur, 
  As the echo of my lament. 
  Thinking of my sorrow, 
  Shed a tear on this ring,  
  The symbol of our vow. 
 
Edgardo My ardent sighs  
  Will come to you on the gentle breezes. 
  You will hear the sea murmur, 
  As the echo of my lament. 
  Thinking of your sorrow, 
  I shall shed a tear on this ring,  
  The symbol of our vow. 
 
Lucia Your letters will keep you  
  Alive in my memory always. 
 
Edgardo Yes, my Lucia.  
 
Together My ardent sighs  
  Will come to you on the gentle breezes. 
  You will hear the sea murmur, 
  As the echo of my lament. 
  Thinking of my sorrow, 
  Shed a tear on this ring,  
  The symbol of our vow. 
 
Edgardo I must leave. 
 
Lucia Farewell. 
 
Edgardo Remember, Heaven has made us one. 
 
Together Farewell. 
 
 
Part Two, The Wedding Contract 
 
 
Act II, scene i  (Several months later.  In the study of Lord 
Ashton) 
 
Scene 
 
Normanno Lucia has been summoned, my lord. 
 
Enrico I await her, trembling with anger. 
  The noble relatives of our new benefactor 
  Are already here in the castle, 
  Ready to celebrate the wedding contract. 
  And shortly, Arturo himself will arrive; 
  Would she dare to 
  Stubbornly oppose this marriage? 
 
Normanno Do not worry, my lord: 
  The long absence of your enemy Edgardo, 
  The letters we have stolen, 

  And the lie we have prepared, that 
  He has taken up with another woman, 
  Will extinguish this blind love in her heart. 
 
Enrico She is approaching. 
  Give me the forged letter, 
  And go to meet Arturo’s entourage, 
  Leading him here with joyful praises. 
 
 
Duet 
 
Enrico Come in, Lucia my dear sister. 
  I had hoped to see more joy in you 
  On this day  
  When the wedding torches are lit for you. 
  Why do you glare at me in silence? 
 
Lucia This horrid pallor which covers my face 
  Silently rebukes you in my sorrow. 
  God may one day pardon you,  
  But I will never forgive your cruelty. 
 
Enrico I have good reason to be strict, 
  And to oppose such worthless affection. 
  But let us not speak of the past; 
  I am still your loving brother, 
  And the ire in my breast is extinguished. 
  Now, you must extinguish this insane love. 
  A noble bridegroom awaits . . . 
 
Lucia Stop . . . No more! 
 
Enrico What? 
 
Lucia To another I am already pledged. 
 
Enrico You cannot! 
 
Lucia To another I have pledged my eternal love. 
 
Enrico Enough! 
  This letter will tell you 
  What a cruel and impious man you love. 
  Read it! 
 
Lucia (reading the forged letter, and nearly fainting) 
  Ah!  My heart can take no more! 
 
Enrico Let me help you. 
 
Lucia To this unhappy one! Ah! 
  This strikes me like lightning. 
 
  She has suffered so, 
  Languishing in tears and sorrow; 
  All hope, all life rested in one heart, 
  Now, the moment of death has arrived for me. 
  That unfaithful heart is given to another. 
 
Enrico A madness consumed you; 
  A treacherous love. 
  You betrayed your family 
  For this vile seducer. 
  But, by the grace of Heaven 
  You know that he has broken his vow. 
 
Scene 
 
  (the festive sound of the approaching wedding 
  party if heard) 
 
  The sound of jubilation – do you hear it? 
 
Lucia Well, then? 
 
Enrico The bridegroom approaches. 



 
Lucia An icy shiver runs through  my veins. 
 
Enrico Your wedding bed is being prepared. 
 
Lucia The tomb is being prepared for me! 
  
Enrico Hear me.   
  William of Orange is dead; 
  Mary will soon be enthroned as queen. 
  And with her, our family will be ruined. 
  Only Arturo can save us. 
 
Lucia And what of me? 
 
Enrico You must save our family! 
 
Lucia Enrico! 
 
Enrico Go greet the bridegroom! 
 
Lucia But my vow to Edgardo! 
 
Enrico You must save us! 
 
Lucia Oh God. 
 
 
Final Duet 
 
Enrico If you betray me 
  My fate will be sealed. 
  You will rob me of my honor; of my life; 
  You prepare the executioner’s axe for me. 
  And your dreams will forever be haunted 
  By the dark anger of that bloody axe. 
 
Lucia God, who sees my weeping 
  Who reads the sorrow of my heart; 
  If my laments are refused on earth, 
  They are heard in Heaven. 
  Take me from this life of desperation, 
  Oh eternal God. 
 
  (Exit Enrico, leaving Lucia in tears.) 
 
 
Scene 
  (EnterRaimondo.  Lucia wipes her tears and 
  runs to him anxiously) 
 
Lucia What did you learn? 
 
Raimondo Your final ray of hope has set! 
  You suspected that your brother 
  Had closed all roads to France; and so 
  I wrote a letter myself to Edgardo, and 
  Gave it to a messenger I trusted. 
  In vain!  No reply is given. 
  His silence proves his infidelity to you. 
 
Lucia What shall I do now? 
 
Raimondo Submit to your destiny. 
 
Lucia And my oath? 
 
Raimondo Still you rave of this oath! 
  The betrothal vows t 
  That a priest of God does not bless 
  Neither Heaven nor the world recognizes. 
 
Lucia Ah!  My mind yields to your reason, 
  But my heart resists it still. 
 
Raimondo You must convince your heart! 
 

Lucia Oh, such an unhappy love! 
 
 
Cavatina 
 
Raimondo Yield, or greater misfortune awaits you. 
  For my tender care, 
  For your departed mother, 
  For your brother in peril, 
  Let these move you,  
  And change your heart. 
 
Lucia Ah!  You have won. 
  I am not so unnatural,  
  So wicked to forget my family. 
  
Raimondo Great joy you give me. 
  Such a cloud you have parted. 
  For the good of your family 
  You offer yourself as sacrifice, Lucia. 
  And such a sacrifice  
  Will be remembered in Heaven. 
  If the pity of men you are not granted; 
  There is a merciful God 
  Who wipes away your tears. 
 
 
Act II, scene iii 
 
Finale 
  (The grand hall of the Ashton castle.  The 
  Ashton family and guests celebrate the arrival 
  of their new benefactor, Lord Arturo Bucklaw, 
  and prepare for the signing of the wedding  
  contract.) 
 
Chorus Through you great joy is all around. 
  Through you is born this day of hope. 
  You are guided here by friendship, 
  You are guided here by love. 
  Our star rises with you, 
  And sorrow turns to laughter. 
 
 
Arietta 
 
Arturo For a time your star vanished in the darkness; 
  But I shall make it rise again, 
  More radiant, more beautiful than before. 
  Give me your hand, Enrico; 
  I draw you close to my heart, 
  To you I come as friend,  
  Brother, and defender. 
 
Chorus Through you great joy is all around. 
  Through you is born this day of hope. 
  You are guided here by friendship, 
  You are guided here by love. 
  Our star rises with you, 
  And sorrow turns to laughter. 
  Brother and defender! 
 
 
Quartet 
 
Arturo But where is Lucia? 
 
Enrico She will be here soon.  (aside to Arturo) 
  If she seems overcome by melancholy, 
  Do not wonder why. 
  She is overcome by grief,  
  Crying for her departed mother. 
 
Arturo Very well, I understand. 
  But resolve a doubt of mine: 
  It is said that Edgardo dared to woo her . . . 
 



Enrico It is true – that fool dared approach her, but . .  
 
Chorus The bride approaches. 
 
Enrico Remember, she is grieving for her mother. 
  (presenting Lucia to Arturo) 
  Here is your husband.   
   
  (Lucia hesitates – Enrico aside to her) 
  (So wreckless!  Do you want to ruin me?) 
 
Lucia God help me! 
 
Arturo May it please you to receive  
  My vow of tender love. 
 
Enrico (approaching the table on which is the wedding 
  contract) 
  Now, let us complete the ceremony. Come. 
 
Arturo Oh sweet invitation. 
 
Lucia I go in misery to the sacrificial altar. 
 
Raimondo Support, Oh good Lord, this brave child. 
 
Enrico (to Lucia)  Do not hesitate.  Sign it! 
   
Lucia (signing the contract) 
  I have signed my damnation. 
 
Enrico At last. 
 
Lucia (in a faint, leaning against Raimondo) 
  My strength is failing me. 
 
  (suddenly the great hall doors open with noise 
  and commotion) 
 
Chorus What is this?  Who approaches? 
  Edgardo!  Damnation! 
 
 
Sextet 
 
Edgardo (threatening Enrico with his sword, but holding 
  back a fatal blow) 
  What restrains me at such a moment? 
  Who stops my wrath in mid-stream? 
  Her grief, her fear 
  Are the proof of her remorse! 
  But, she is as a withered rose, 
  Caught between death and life! 
  I am vanquished, I am moved! 
  I still love you, ungrateful one! 
 
Enrico (drawing his sword, but holding back) 
  Who restrains my fury, 
  And the hand that grips this sword? 
  Her misery, as a cry, 
  Has found favor in my heart! 
  She is my blood! 
  I have betrayed her! 
  She is between death and life! 
  Ah!  I cannot extinguish  
  The remorse in my heart! 
 
Lucia I had hoped my life 
  Would have ended by my fear, 
  But death will not save me, 
  I still live in my torment! 
  As a veil falls over my eyes, 
  I have betrayed Heaven and Earth! 
  I cannot even weep, 
  My tears have abandoned me. 
 
Raimondo Such a terrible moment! 

Arturo I cannot imagine words to describe it. 
& Alisa It is as though dense clouds of fear 
  Now cover the rays of the sun. 
  Whoever is not touched by her sorrow 
  Has a tiger in his heart. 
  But, she is as a withered rose, 
  Caught between death and life! 
 
Chorus Whoever is not touched by her sorrow 
  Has a tiger in his heart. 
 
 
Stretta of the Finale 
 
Arturo (to Edgardo) 
Enrico & Off with you, wretch, 
Chorus Men Or your blood will be spilled! 
 
Edgardo (brandishing his sword and drawing his knife, 
  preparing to defend himself) 
  I may perish, 
  But your blood will flow with mine! 
 
Raimondo (stopping them) 
  Respect the words of the majestic God 
  That I speak to you now. 
  In His name I command you, 
  Sheathe your swords! 
  Peace, peace He commands. 
  For it is written: 
  He who takes a life 
  Will lose his own! 
  (all sheathe their swords) 
  Peace! 
 
Enrico (approaching Edgardo) 
  You are ill-advised to be here! 
  What guided you to our doorstep? 
 
Edgardo My destiny, and my right. 
 
Enrico Wretch! 
 
Edgardo Yes.  Lucia promised her hand to me. 
 
Enrico Ah, forget this deadly love: 
  She belongs to another. 
 
Edgardo Another!  No. 
 
Enrico (gives Edgardo the wedding contract) 
  See for yourself. 
 
Edgardo (he reads the document, then glares at Lucia) 
  You tremble … 
  Did you sign this?  Answer me! 
 
Lucia Yes. 
 
Edgardo (throwing their betrothal ring) 
  Take this pledge of a false heart; 
  Give me mine.   Give it back! 
  You have betrayed Heaven, 
  And love. 
  Cursed be the moment  
  I surrendered to your love. 
  Wicked family,  
  I should flee from this abominable place… 
  But a vengeful God guides my hand  
  And my sword! 
 
All  Insane one! 
  Flee the fury which enflames us, 
  Our blades are held back only for a moment, 
  But after so atrocious, so bold an act, 
  Your loathsome head will fall!. 
 



Lucia God, save him in this deadly moment, 
  Hear the lament of this miserable one. 
  It is the prayer of an immense sorrow, 
  That has no more hope on this earth. 
  It is the last request of a dying love. 
 
Edgardo (throwing down his sword and offering his 
  breast to his enemy) 
  Murder me,  
  And the groom of this ceremony 
  Will be a betrayed heart. 
  My blood will cover your threshold; 
  And be a sweet sight for the betrayer. 
  A greater joy now I cannot find 
  Than for you to trample my blood  
  On the wedding altar. 
  (Exit) 
 
  Curtain 
 
 
Act III, scene i  (Later same evening in the great room of 
Wolf’s Craig castle, where the Ravenswood family now live.  
Edgardo is alone.  A terrible thunderstorm breaks his 
melancholy) 
 
Edgardo Horrid is this night – As is my destiny! 
  Yes, thunder, oh heavens, 
  Rage, oh lightning. 
  Overturned is the order of nature itself, 
  And the world dies. 
  (hearing a rider on horseback approaching) 
  But do my ears deceive me? 
  The sound of powerful hooves on the ground! 
  Impossible!  Whose ire could lead them 
  Through this tempest to me? 
 
Enrico Mine! 
 
Edgardo You dare come here! 
 
 
Duet 
 
Edgardo Ashton! 
  Within these walls, you dare 
  Offer yourself before me? 
 
Enrico I am here for your misfortune. 
 
Edgardo For my misfortune? 
 
Enrico Did you not defile my house this evening? 
 
Edgardo Here the shadows of my unavenged father 
  Still call for your death! 
  Here the ground itself shakes under you. 
  In crossing my threshold you must tremble 
  As a man who is buried alive! 
 
Enrico Lucia has been led  
  To the holy rite of matrimony, 
  And then to her wedding bed. 
 
Edgardo (to himself) 
  (His words stab my wounded heart. 
  Such torment.  Such jealousy.) 
  What do you want? 
 
Enrico My home is filled with joy  
  And praises resounding; 
  But a voice more forceful spoke to me. 
  It brought me here,  
  In the midst of the tempest. 
  I hear its voice again and again, 
  And the fury of nature itself 
  Was in response to my rage! 

  To punish your offense 
  My kinsmen are ready to seek revenge; 
  But no other shall kill you . .. 
  Only I may spill your blood. 
 
Edgardo I swore on the ashes of my father 
  I would tear out your heart. 
 
Enrico You? 
 
Edgardo Yes!  When shall the duel take place? 
 
Enrico At first light of dawn 
  By the cold tombs of the Ravenswoods! 
 
Edgardo I shall be there. 
 
Enrico In that place 
  Be prepared for rest eternal. 
 
Edgardo  In that place  
  I shall kill you at last! 
 
Together At first light, then. 
  Oh sunshine, rise quickly 
  And gird yourself with blood. 
  Like a deadly funeral wreath 
  The first light will illumine 
  This contest of our hatred, 
  Of our blind fury. 
 
 
Act III, scene ii  (Ashton castle, that same evening.  Guests 
celebrate the completion of the wedding ceremony between 
Lucia and Arturo) 
 
Chorus Let the sound of our great joy arise 
  And resound from seashore to seashore, 
  Throughout Scotland, 
  Warning our enemies 
  That the stars shine on us once more. 
 
Raimondo (entering, extremely agitated) 
  Stop your celebration! 
 
Chorus A dreadful pallor covers his face. 
  Heavens!  What has happened? 
 
Raimondo An event of horrid violence! 
 
Chorus You make our blood freeze with terror! 
 
 
Cavatina 
 
Raimondo From the room where  
  Lucia and her consort rested, 
  A lament . . . A cry emerged 
  Like a man close to death! 
  I ran quickly into that room . . . 
  Ah!  Horrid, terrible sight! 
  Arturo – lying on the ground – 
  Mute – Cold – Drenched in blood! 
  And Lucia squeezed his dagger! 
  She turned her glance to me, and said: 
  “My husband -- Where is he?” 
  And across her face, a pale smile flashed! 
  Unhappy girl!   
  Her mind had lost all its sense. 
 
All  Oh! Sorrowful event! 
  We are covered with a dark fear! 
  Night covers us with misfortune; 
  And obscures our fate with its dark veil. 
 
Raimondo Ah!  May that bloodied hand 
  Not bring the wrath of Heaven down upon us. 



 
 
Scene (the mad scene) 
 
Raimondo She approaches! 
 
  (Lucia is in her white nightgown.  Her hair is 
  disheveled and her face covered by the pallor 
  of death.  She is covered in blood, and 
  delirious.) 
 
Chorus Oh just Heaven, 
  She is as one come out from her grave. 
 
Lucia The sweet sound of his voice struck me! 
  Ah!  That voice descends to my heart! 
  Edgardo!  I am restored to you. 
  Ah!  My Edgardo! 
  Yes, I have returned to you; 
  I have fled from your enemies. 
   
  A frost creeps over my breast. 
  My every fiber trembles. 
  My steps fail me.  
  Come, sit with me here,  
  Close to the fountain. 
 
  Ah no!  Her terrible ghost rises again 
  And separates us!  Edgardo! Edgardo! 
 
  Here we shall take shelter; 
  Here, at the foot of the altar. 
  It is covered with roses. 
  I hear a heavenly music, tell me: 
  Do you not hear it? 
  Ah!  It is the sound of the wedding hymn. 
  The ceremony is prepared for us. 
  Oh, I am so happy!  Edgardo!  Edgardo! 
  Such joy that one can only feel 
  And cannot be described! 
 
  The incense is burning. 
  The splendor of the sacred lamps 
  Illumine all around us. 
  Here is the minister! 
  “Give me your hand,” 
  Oh joyous day. 
 
  At last I am yours, 
  At last you are mine, 
  To me you are given 
  By God Himself. 
  All of life’s pleasures are greater; 
  Yes, every pleasure will be shared with you. 
  Heaven’s forgiveness 
  Will be as a smile to us. 
 
Raimondo Of her cruel fate, 
& Normanno Have pity, oh Lord. 
  (enter Enrico) 
 
Enrico (to Raimondo) 
  Tell me, can this atrocious scene be true? 
 
Raimondo Only too true. 
 
Enrico Ah perfidious one, 
  You will suffer for this deed! 
  (hurling himself at Lucia) 
 
Chorus Stop! 
 
Raimondo Good heavens!   
  Can you not see the state she is in? 
 
Lucia (delirious) 
  What did you ask me? 

 
Enrico (with sudden realization) 
  Oh, such a horrid pallor. 
 
Raimondo She has lost all reason. 
  Tremble, oh barbarous brother, 
  You must tremble for her life. 
 
Lucia Do not look at me so harshly, 
  I signed the contract, yes, it is true. 
  In his terrible anger, 
  He trampled the ring,  
  Oh God.  He cursed me!  Ah! 
  I was the victim of a cruel brother. 
  But I always loved you, Edgardo. 
  And I love you still. 
 
Enrico & Lord above, have pity on her. 
Raimondo 
 
Lucia Who have you chosen for me? 
  Arturo?  You have chosen, Arturo? 
  Ah!  Do not flee, Edgardo.   
  Ah!  Forgive me. 
 
  Shed a bitter tear 
  On my mortal remains; 
  While in Heaven 
  I will pray for you. 
  Only when you join me 
  Will Heaven be beautiful for me. 
 
Enrico Days of bitter weeping 
  And remorse are my future. 
 
Chorus Our weeping cannot be restrained. 
 
Lucia Shed a bitter tear 
  On my mortal remains; 
  While in Heaven 
  I will pray for you. 
  Only when you join me 
  Will Heaven be beautiful for me. 
 
  (she falls, lifeless before the crowd) 
 
 
Act III, scene iii  (By the tombs of the Ravenswood family.  It 
is nearly dawn.  Edgardo awaits Enrico for their duel) 
 
 
Scene 
 
Edgardo Tombs of my forefathers, 
  Receive the remaining member  
  Of our unhappy clan. 
  Gone is the ire, that brief fire; 
  To my enemy’s sword,  
  I long to abandon my life. 
  For me life is a horrid burden! 
  The entire universe  
  Is a desert for me without Lucia. 
   
  But torches shine in their castle. 
  Ah!  The night of rejoicing is scarcely over. 
  Ungrateful woman! 
  While I long for you  
  With despair and weeping, 
  You laugh and rejoice 
  Close to your contented husband. 
  You in the arms of rapture; 
  I in the arms of death. 
 
 
Aria 
  Soon these tombs will release my cares, 
  And give me the asylum of their rest. 



  Not one pitiful tear will descend. 
  Ah!  The miserable one! 
  There is no rest for he who is  
  The last in his family line. 
  You may forget, oh cruel one; 
  But never pass my dreaded grave 
  With your husband at your side. 
  Ah!  Respect at least the ashes  
  Of he who would die for you. 
 
 
Finale 
 
Chorus (Enter men with torches, in a procession 
  coming from the Ashton castle)  
  Oh wretched girl! 
  Oh horrible fate! 
  All our hope is gone. 
  This new day that now rises, 
  She shall not see it’s setting. 
 
Edgardo Heavens!  Tell me!  
  For whom do you cry? 
 
Chorus For Lucia.   
  Yes, the unfortunate girl has felt  
  The sting of death. 
 
Edgardo Ah! 
 
Chorus The wedding was to be her funeral, 
  Love drove her out of her mind. 
  As her final hour came, 
  She cried only for you. 
 
  (A funeral chime is heard) 
  The death knell already resounds for her. 
 
Edgardo That sound plunges into my heart. 
  Fate compels me,  
  I must see her once more. 
  (prepares to leave for the castle) 
 
Chorus Such rashness!  Stop! 
  Return to your senses! 
 
Raimondo To where do you run, unfortunate one? 
  She is on earth no longer. 
 
Edgardo Lucia!  Then she is . . . 
 
Raimondo In Heaven. 
 
Lucia Lucia; gone forever! 
 
Chorus Tragic love.  Unhappy pair. 
 
 
Aria 
 
Edgardo You, oh beautiful soul, 
  Who unfurled your wings toward God, 
  Turn to me once more, peaceful, with you. 
  Your vow ascends to Heaven. 
  Ah! If the hatred of men 
  Made our love a cruel war 
  If divided it made us on earth, 
  May God join us in Heaven. 
  I shall follow you! 
 
Raimondo Insanity!  What would you do? 
& Chorus 
 
Edgardo I wish to die. 
 
Raimondo  Return to your senses! 
& Chorus 

 
Edgardo No!  (stabs himself) 
 
Raimondo Ah!  What have you done? 
 
Edgardo To you I go . . . 
  Oh beautiful soul . . . 
  Turn your glance to me, ah! 
  To your faithful one. 
  If the hatred of men 
  Made our love a cruel war . . . 
  Oh beautiful soul; 
  May God join us in Heaven. 
  (dies) 
 
Chorus May God forgive them  
  In this horrid fate. 
  
  End   


