
 

 
Advocate  
1.  one who pleads the cause of another 
2. one who defends or maintains a cause 
synonyms: champion, spokesman, apologist, attorney 
 
Gnosticism.  
1.  That which is spiritual is good.  
2. That which is physical is evil. 
 
There are three issues at hand: 
1. Theological – Who is Christ? 
2. Moral – What is sin? 
3. Social – Why love people? 
 
This book is pastoral – John loves the people. 
 
This book is polemical – John hates this heresy.  
 
The 3rd Application of the Tests (3rd Spiral) 
 
1 John 4:7-5:5; 1 John 4:7-21 (ESV) 
 
The Social Test: Love (1 John 4:7-12) 
 
1. God is Love.  
 
Romans 5:8 (ESV) 
 
2. God loved us.  
 
3. When we love others, God dwells in us and His love is perfected in us.  
 

 



A Combination of the Theological (Sound Faith) and Social (Love) Tests (1 John 4:13-21)  
Matthew 22:35-38 (ESV) 
 
A combination of all 3 tests: Theological (Sound Faith), Moral (Obedience) and Social (Love).  
 
1 John 5:1-5 (ESV) 
 
 

 
These questions can be used for personal study and/or in a Small Group format. We’d               
love to hear how you are putting them to use, so let us know at               
smallgroups@manna.church 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

1. Read 1 John 4:7-9. God does not have love, He IS love; therefore, everything God 
does, comes from love. How can this  belief transform the way you see Him and 
therefore the world? 
 

2. Read 1 John 4:10. What does it mean that Christ is the propitiation for our sin? 
 

3. We have the opportunity to introduce others to God by loving them the way that 
Jesus loved us. How has it felt when people have shared the love of Christ with you? 
What are some practical ways you can share the love of God with others in your 
world?  
 

4. Read 1 John 4:17-18. What does it mean that “perfect love cast out all fear?” How 
does believing in God’s perfect love for us affect the way we approach Him? 
 

5. 1 John 5:5 says, “Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God?”  What does it mean that our belief in Jesus allows us to 
overcome the world? 
 

 

 

 


