
 

 
Advocate: (noun) ad-vo-cate;  
1. One who pleads the cause of another  
2. One who defends or maintains a cause 
     synonyms: champion, spokesman, apologist, attorney 
 

John 20:30, 31 (ESV)  
 
1 John 3:23 (ESV)  

 
Gnosticism: That which is spiritual is good, that which is physical is evil. 

 
2 Peter 2:1,2 (NIV)  

 
John confronted Gnosticism on three key points, 3 tests to determine whether or not a person 
is in the faith: Theological – Who is Jesus? (Sound Faith), Moral – What is sin? (Obedience), 
Social – Why love people? (Love) 
 

● The First Application of the Tests (1st Spiral) 
 

1 John 2:3-27 (ESV) 
 

● Test 1- The Moral Test (Obedience) (1 John 2:3-6) 
 

John 14:15 (ESV): John 15:9-11 (ESV)  
 

● Test 2- The Social Test (Love) (1 John 2:7-11) 
 

John 15:12,13 (ESV)  
 
Hate IS darkness.  
 
The Pastoral Heart of John (1 John 2:12-17) 
 
John’s message is to the whole family. 

 
● Test 3- The Theological Test (Sound Faith) (1 John 2:18-27) 

 

 



 
These questions can be used for personal study and/or in a Small Group format. We’d               
love to hear how you are putting them to use, so let us know at               
smallgroups@manna.church 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

1. 1 John 2:3 says, “We have come to know Him, if we keep HIs 
commandments.” What does this look like in someone’s life?  
 

2. In 1 John 3:23 and John 15:12-13, we are told to believe in the name of 
Jesus Christ and love one another as He commanded us. What would it 
look like for you to love others (family, coworkers, neighbors, etc.) as Christ 
loves you? What are some difficulties people may have in doing this? How 
can we solve those difficulties?  
 

3. Three major questions are answered in 1 John. Who is Jesus? What is sin? 
Why love people? Why are these questions important in our walk with 
Christ? 
 

4. Read John 14:15. If you hold this as truth, what does it mean for your life? 
 

5. There is a duality we see between love and hate between light and 
darkness. In examining areas in your life, seek God to determine where 
you are walking in the light and where you may be walking in the dark. 
What steps can you take to begin to walk in the light in those areas (i.e 
accountability, repentance, prayer, etc.) 

 

 


