
 

 
Philemon 1-12 (NIV) 
 
9 Phases of Paul’s Life 

Phase #1 
Early Jewish life - (Philippians 3:5,6) 
 
Phase #2  
Conversion (AD 35), new life, early ministry - (Acts 7:1-13:3; Galatians 1:11-24) 
 
Phase #3 
1st missionary journey (AD 47-48) - (Acts 13-15; Galatians 2:1-10; Galatians is written in AD49) 
 
Phase #4 
2nd missionary journey (AD 49-53) - (Acts 16:1-18:22; 1 Thess (AD 51) and 2 Thess (AD 52) are 
written.)  
 
Phase #5 
3rd missionary journey (AD 53-57) - (Acts 18:23- 20:38; 1 Cor (AD 54), 1 Cor (AD 56) and Rom (AD 56) 
are written.) 
 
Phase #6 
4th “missionary” journey (AD 57-60) 1st imprisonment in Rome - AD 60-62 - (Acts 21:1-28:31; 
Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon are written (AD 60-62).) 
 
Phase #7 
Fifth missionary journey (likely West to include Spain) (AD 62-64) - (Romans 15:22-29; 1 Tim and Titus 
are written between AD 62-64.) 
 
Phase #8 
Final imprisonment in Rome (AD 64)  - (2 Tim is written between AD 64-66). 
 
Phase #9 
Beheaded under Emperor Nero (AD 66) - (Acts 28:16, 30, 31 (NIV)) 

 
Three Key Takeaways: 
 

1.There is always the plan behind the plan.  (Romans 8:28 NASB) 
2. Your provision may sometimes come from where you did not expect it.  
3.  Everybody is useful!  
 

 



 
These questions can be used for personal study and/or in a Small Group format. We’d               
love to hear how you are putting them to use, so let us know at               
smallgroups@manna.church 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. What impacted you the most from this week’s sermon? What encouraged 

you-- challenged you? 
 

2. Read Philemon 1:7. What is God saying in this Scripture? How can this be 
applied to our personal lives? 
 

3. The first key “take away” presented in this week’s sermon was, “There is 
always a plan behind the plan.” Onesimus ran away to gain freedom from 
his master and ran into Jesus-- finding true freedom. How is the experience 
of Onesimus relevant to our lives? 
 

4. “Your provision may sometimes come from where you did not expect it.” 
Sometimes God brings the “least likely” people into our lives to bring us the 
provision we need. Have you personally seen or experienced God 
working this way? 
 

5. Read Philemon 1:11. How is this not only Onesimus’ story, but our story too? 
 
 

 


