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God With Us: In Psalms Part 3 
  

Sermon Notes 
 

● Psalm 23:1–6 (ESV) 1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake. 4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 
● He takes care of all of our needs. 

 
● Psalm 23:1–3 (ESV)  

○ “He makes me lie down in green pastures.” 
○ “He leads me beside still waters (waters of rest).” 
○ “He restores my soul.” 
○ “He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” 

 
● Psalm 23:5–6 (ESV)  

○ “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;” 
○ “You anoint my head with oil;” 
○ “My cup overflows.”  
○ “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in 

the house of the LORD forever.” 
 

● Psalm 23:4 (ESV)  
○ “Even though”—fear makes that which has not happened seem and feel as though it has. 
○ F.E.A.R. = False Evidence Appearing Real 
○ Why will I “fear no evil?”  

■ “for you are with me” 
■ Hebrews 13:5b (ESV) ...I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
■ “your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  
■ Ezekiel 20:37 (ESV) I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the 

bond of the covenant. 
 

● God is with us in the midst of our fear. God is with us to remove fear. 
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Discussion/Study Questions 
 

These questions can be used for personal study and/or in a Small Group format. We’d love to  
hear how you are putting them to use, so let us know at smallgroups@mannachurch.org. 

  
Big Idea: “Jesus is promised to us all throughout the Bible as God with us . He knows us, has a 

plan for us, and is with us.” 
 
                                                       (optional) play sermon video 
 

Discuss and Apply 
 

1. What impacted you the most from this week’s sermon? Encouraged you? Challenged you? 
 

2. Fear was explained in the sermon as: False Evidence Appearing Real. When might we fear 
something that hasn’t even happened yet as if it has  happened? What makes us scared of a 
“shadow” (Psalm 23:4)?  

 
3. In the sermon, Michael and Jonathan distinguished between different kinds of fear. How is 

“fearing God” different from “fearing evil”? In what sense is it healthy to “fear” God? Why is it 
destructive to fear evil?  
 

4. How does the knowledge that God is with us defeat fear in our lives?  
 

5. The Lord is our shepherd, but He is also the all-powerful Creator. Which of these views comes 
most naturally to you? How might you challenge yourself to widen your view of Him?  

 
Grow Together 

 
After discussion, we encourage you to pray for one another. Prayer unifies you as a group, and there 
is power in agreement. If your group is larger than six people, you may want to split into smaller 
groups.  
 
Prayer Point: “God, thank you for showing us that you are always with us, in whatever way we 

may need you. Even when we face confusion or shadows, we can know that You 
are there to guide and protect us. Help us to continually trust Your ways and feel 
Your presence.” 

 
Going Deeper 

 
- Memorize Psalm 23. It’s 6 verses—you can do it!  


