Ahasuerus, Haman, Mordecai, & Esther

Text: Then the king said to Haman, "Take quickly the robes and the horse as you have said, and do
so for Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the king's gate; do not fall short in anything of all that you
have said." (Esther 6:10)

Belgic Confession article 13: We believe that this good God, after He created all things, did not
abandon them to chance or fortune but leads and governs them according to His holy will, in such
a way that nothing happens in this world without His orderly arrangement.

Yet God is not the author of, nor can He be charged with, the sin that occurs. For His power and
goodness are so great and incomprehensible that He arranges and does His work very well and
justly even when the devils and wicked men act unjustly. We do not wish to inquire with undue
curiosity into what He does that surpasses human understanding and is beyond our ability to
comprehend. But in all humility and reverence we adore the just judgments of God, which are
hidden from us, being content to be Christ’s disciples, so as to learn only what He shows us in His
Word, without going beyond those limits.

This doctrine gives us unspeakable comfort since it teaches us that nothing can happen to us by
chance but only by the arrangement of our gracious heavenly Father. He watches over us with
fatherly care, keeping all creatures under His control, so that not one of the hairs on our heads
(for they are all numbered) nor even a little bird can fall to the ground without the will of our
Father. In this thought we rest, knowing that He holds in check the devils and all our enemies,
who cannot hurt us without His permission and will.

For that reason, we reject the damnable error of the Epicureans, who say that God involves
Himself in nothing and leaves everything to chance.

Intro: The canonicity of Esther
Why?

. The Good Choices

He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, his uncle's daughter, for she had no father or
mother. Now the young lady was beautiful of form and face, and when her father and her
mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter. (Esther 2:7)

Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, "Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in
Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens
also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go in to the king, which is not according to
the law; and if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:15-16)



Preservation

Question 28: How does the
knowledge of God’s creation

Government and providence help us?

Answer: We can be patient
in adversity, thankful in
prosperity, and for the
future we can have good
confidence in our faithful
God and Father that no
creature will separate us
Il. The Evil Choices from His love. For all
creatures are so completely
in His hand that without
His will they can neither
move nor be moved.

Concurrence

I1l. The Bible

Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with
miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as
you yourselves know--this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and
foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to
death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was
impossible for Him to be held in its power. (Acts 2:22-24)

Application 1: Our Life & the Book of Esther

Application 2: Thankful in prosperity...

Application 3: ...patient in adversity.

Imagine...



