The Authority of Scripture

Text: To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. (John 10:3)

Belgic Confession article 5: We receive all these books and these only as holy and canonical, for
the regulating, founding, and establishing of our faith. And we believe without a doubt all things
contained in them—not so much because the church receives and approves them as such but
above all because the Holy Spirit testifies in our hearts that they are from God, and also because
they prove themselves to be from God. For even the blind themselves are able to see that the
things predicted in them do happen.

Intro:

|. The Charges
Charge #1:

Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, "Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to those shepherds, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Woe,
shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the
flock? "You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat sheep
without feeding the flock. "Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased
you have not healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you have not
brought back, nor have you sought for the lost; but with force and with severity you have
dominated them. "They were scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became food for
every beast of the field and were scattered. "My flock wandered through all the
mountains and on every high hill; My flock was scattered over all the surface of the earth,
and there was no one to search or seek for them. (Ezekiel 34:1-6)

But, "Ah, Lord GOD!" I said, "Look, the prophets are telling them, 'You will not see the
sword nor will you have famine, but I will give you lasting peace in this place."

Then the LORD said to me, "The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name. I have
neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you
a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds. "Therefore thus
says the LORD concerning the prophets who are prophesying in My name, although it was
not I who sent them--yet they keep saying, 'There will be no sword or famine in this
land'--by sword and famine those prophets shall meet their end! (Jeremiah 14:13-15)

Charge #2:

When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; (Matthew
7:28)



He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were
astonished, and said, "Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?
(Matthew 13:54)

When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at His teaching. (Matthew 22:33)

The officers answered, "Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks." (John 7:46)

I. Our Confession

Objective reasons:

Subjective reason:

[Il. Roman Catholic Teaching
The church or the church

Application 1: Coming to Love the Bible

Application 2: Implications for Evangelism




