
    The Carson Carrier – November, 2022

Pastor’s Pen

“Creating New Map”

If you get to know me really well, you will find that I have a
very, VERY, poor sense of direction. This has puzzled me for some
time. I can find myself lost in areas that definitely seem like familiar
territory. I do know that I have something called “cross
dominance” that is related to being ambidextrous, but feels more

like utter confusion. This can leave me
feeling frustrated at times, but recently
I found a phrase for my frequent sense
of getting lost. We purchased a robot
vacuum a couple years ago. It is one
that speaks and tells you the issues it
needs attention to in order to complete
the task. When you place it in an area
outside its routine, it will spin around a
few times, check its surroundings, and
declare, “Creating new map.” This
phrase has been extremely helpful to
me navigating the new streets and
surroundings in this area. 
For the past few weeks, on Tuesday
nights at 6pm, around ten of us have
been meeting in the classroom to have
a Bible study in Paul’s letter to the

Romans. On November 15, we will have our final session of this
study. It has been an incredibly rewarding experience to look at this
book again. We have discussed the history of the letter, the history
of Paul, the circumstances on which the letter was written, and the
powerful effects the letter has on Christian thoughts and actions. 

While all of that is cool, and somewhat necessary for

understanding the letter, I believe it is in the discussion over the
material where we have received the richest rewards. While Romans
may seem like familiar territory for many of us, there have been
many cases where I have had the sensation of, “Creating new map,”
for understanding challenging questions and comments that have
come up. Somehow, in that bible study, there is a safe sense of
spiritual exploration that we can experience in ways the text is
reaching us. 

We’re not always going to know the direction in which the
Spirit is leading. Sometimes that is only for God to know, and the
challenge is to make space in our faith for it. Maybe part of the
wrestling of our journey is understanding that sometimes the Spirit
is “creating a new map” on a journey with which we have just
become comfortable and familiar. We may have thought we have
really figured out something when the Spirit nudges our
understanding in a new direction. Can we make space in our faith
for a new map?  

Thank you
October was Pastor Appreciation Month. While I have not

been here a long time, getting adjusted to new roles, expectations,
and personal and family transitions has been quite a ride. All along
the way, I have felt supported by members of this special and
loving church family. I want to express my gratitude for your love,
support and generosity as we continue to grow in love together in
the Spirit of God. Your outpouring of love and support during
pastor appreciation month was overwhelming and heartwarming.
Thank you for being who you are and showing the love you do for
me and my family. 

Rev. Jesse Moffitt (jessemoffitt@vaumc.org) 
Call or Text: 1-(504)-408-1876

Sermons by Phone: 1(434)-886-1012.
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Announcements:

From the Pulpit:
Christ the King Sunday

This Sunday, November 20th,  is the end of “Ordinary
Time.” Yet, it is an incredibly important day on the Christian
Calendar. Christ the King is a day in which we celebrate the
sovereignty of Jesus Christ in all things. Let us celebrate the one
true King over the heavens and the earth before entering into the
Advent season. 

Thanksgiving Meal This Sunday!
Immediately following worship, stay for a covered dish meal

together as we celebrate Thanksgiving at Carson. Everyone is
welcome. We are asking last names A-M to bring meat and a side
dish, and last names N-Z to bring meat and a dessert. 

Decorate the Sanctuary! 
On Monday, November 21 at 6:00PM join us for decorating

the sanctuary. All are welcome for this joyous time making our
worship space beautiful for the Advent season! 

Advent
****Get your favorite carols ready! Every Sunday we will

have a carol sing to begin our worship services. We will have a great
time together singing our favorite Christmas Carols this season!**** 

November 27th - Hope Sunday - Hanging the Greens: 
We will continue adorning our sanctuary together in worship

while enjoying beautiful seasonal music. 

December 4th - Peace Sunday 

December 11th - Joy Sunday - 
Wear Pink today to celebrate joy this season. 

December 18th - Love Sunday 
Santa is joining us for breakfast this Sunday! The fun doesn’t

stop there! During worship, we will have a special musical
performance by our young ones celebrating “12 Days of Carson
Christmas.” 

December 24th

 Christmas Eve at 5:00PM - We will have family friendly
lessons and carols followed by candlelight worship and
communion. 

December 25th

 Christmas Day at 11:00PM - Bring a gift you would love to
have blessed this morning as we share in worship together followed
by a blessing of the presents. 

Worship Committee (Dan White, Chair, dow-001@msn.com)
We need volunteers to make the worship complete. We need

folks to sign up for Flowers, Ushers and Greeters. Sign-up sheets
for 2023 are on the front pew.

Evangelism Committee (Dan White, Chair, dow-001@msn.com)
Everyone is on this! Recommend everyone contact the ones

that were in church and no longer attend or anyone that does not
attend to join us.

Hope Center Committee (Dan White, Chair,
dow-001@msn.com)

The next serving at the Hope Center is December 23rd,
2022. Menu is being worked on now.  We will be asking (again) for
help with the food and or funds in a couple weeks.

Craft Club  (Jenny Clements, Chair, jpclements1@gmail.com)
Our next Craft Club meeting will be held on Tuesday,

November 15th, at 1:00PM. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall. No
crafting experience is necessary.

United Methodist Women (Jenny Clements, Chair,
jpclements1@gmail.com)

Our next meeting is December 11th.  We will meet at 8:30AM
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for breakfast and fellowship.  All ladies of the church are invited to
join us!

The UMW is meeting over Christmas break for a fun
morning out.  We will be playing with glass (!) at All Fired Up, a
craft store in Richmond.  The party is set for 10am, and we need 8
people to fill the party room.  Real employees will be on hand to
guide us in the process.  Come talk to Jenny Clements for
information and to sign up.   We always have fun at these events-
come try it out!

United Methodist Men (David Flickinger, Chair, )
UMM meeting on November 20th, 8:30AM, BYOB (Bring

your own Breakfast () 

Carson Carrier (Bruce Dersch
newsletter.editor.cumcva@gmail.com)

The Carson Carrier Newsletter is published on the 15th of
the month.  Please make all submissions for the publication by the
12th of the month.  Thank you.

Comments and suggestions for the Carson Carrier are
welcomed and encouraged.  Just send them to the email address
above or leave a note on the organ console.

Worship Committee (Jenny Clements, Co-Chair,
jpclements1@gmail.com)

The Worship Committee invites all members to come help
us decorate our church for the upcoming Advent season.
We will meet on the Monday before Thanksgiving, November 21,
at 6:00PM.  Help us "green" the sanctuary for Christmas!

Hospitality Committee (Melissa Norris
melnorris412@gmail.com)
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 November, 2022  Carson UMC
  Birthdays in Blue 

  1
6:00PM Bible Study
“Romans”
Colton Blake

2 3
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal

4 5
David Flickinger 

6 Craft Au c tio n
an d  Lun c h e o n
10:00AM  Sunday
School
11:00AM Worship
Service

7
Neal Chappell

8
6:00PM Bible Study
“Romans”
Ele c tio n  Day

9 10
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal

11 12

13 
8:30AM, UMW
m e e tin g
10:00AM  Sunday
School
11:00AM Worship
Service

14 15
1:00PM Crafts Club
6:00PM Bible Study
“Romans”
Beth Holcomb

16
Justus Hawks

17
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal

Leslie Smith

18 19

20 Th anks g iv in g
Lun c h e o n
Kenneth Kidd
8:30AM UMM
m e e tin g
10:00AM  Sunday
School
11:00AM Worship
Service

21 22 23
Judy Nobinger

24
Th anks g iv in g

25 26

27 Ad v e n t 1
10:00AM  Sunday
School
11:00AM Worship
Service

28 29
Thayer Baird

30   Birthdays in Blue  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

December 2022, Carson UMC
  Birthdays in Blue 

    1 2 3
Trisha Norris
Dan White

4 
10:00AM  Sunday
School
11:00AM Worship
Service

5
Jan Chappell

6 7
Emily Kidd Veliz

8 9 10
Julie Mersiowsky
Pastor Jesse
Moffitt

11
James Clements
David Norris
8:30AM UMW
10:00AM  Sunday
School
11:00AM Worship
Service

12
Carter Blake

13 14
Jesse Moffitt (JJ)

15 16 17

18
Ramey Hamlin 
8:30AM Santa Breakfast
10:00AM  Sunday
School
11:00AM Worship
Service

19 20 21
Benjamin West

22 23 24
5:00PM Worship Service

25
Jesus
MaryEllen
Flickinger
10:00AM  Sunday
School
11:00AM Worship
Service

26 27 28
Jim Mott

29
Elijah (Eli)
Moffitt

30 31
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