


Text: The Book of Philemon 

“How to build Biblical 
Relationships in a Phony World” 



Goal of these messages:   
•  EQUIP you to see 

biblical love and 
friendships. 

•  EQUIP you to know 
what to look for and 
know what to be.  

•  EQUIP you to be able 
to enjoy relationships 
that are biblical, 
meaningful, and 
lasting. 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Proverbs 18:24 - “A 
man that hath friends 
must shew himself 
friendly: and there is a 
friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother.” 

•  Galatians 6:7 – “Be not 
deceived; God is not 
mocked: for 
whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” 



•  Proverbs 25:19 – 
“Confidence in an 
unfaithful man in time of 
trouble is like a broken 
tooth, and a foot out of 
joint.” 

•  Proverbs 27:17 – “Iron 
sharpeneth iron; so a man 
sharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend.” 

•  Proverbs 27:6 – “Faithful 
are the wounds of a friend; 
but the kisses of an enemy 
are deceitful.” 



v Philemon  
(The Man in the Mansion) 

v Onesimus 
(The Man in the Mess) 

v Paul 
(The Man in the Middle) 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Biblical love and 
friendship is one that 

is RADIATING. 

•  Toward the Savior (vs. 5b) 
•  Toward the saints (vs. 5c) 
•  Toward the sinner (vs. 6a) 



How should we choose our 
relationships. Which are you ?   

•  There are radiating people. 

•  There are one dimensional people. 

•  There are black hole people. 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 

RADIATING. 

    (vs. 5,6)  

 

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 

REFRESHING. 

   (vs. 7) 



Do YOU refresh others ?   
•  Romans 15:32 – “That I may 

come unto you with joy by the 
will of God, and may with you 
be refreshed.” 

•  1st Corinthians 16:17-18 – “I 
am glad of the coming of 
Stephanas and Fortunatus and 
Achaicus: for that which was 
lacking on your part they 
have supplied. For they have 
refreshed my spirit and 
yours: therefore 
acknowledge ye them that 
are such.” 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 
RADIATING. 

     (vs.5-6) 
 

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 

REFRESHING.  
     (vs. 7) 
 

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 
REQUESTING. 

    (vs. 8-10) 



Biblical love and friendship is 
one that is REQUESTING: 

•  It is not demanding. 
(vs. 8a) 

•  It is for love’s sake. 
(vs. 9a) 

•  It has freedom to 
ask for help when 
needed. 

•  It can handle it, if 
the answer is no. 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship is 

one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 
 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship 

is one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 
•  A reproducing love is a 

love that chooses: 
1.  Christ and others over 

circumstances. 
2.  Prison over comfort. 
3.  Responsibility over 

carelessness. 

 
 



Romans 11:36 For of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever. 

Amen.  
Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you 

therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service. And 

be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of 

God.  



Philippians 1:12-18 – “But I would ye should understand, 
brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; So that my bonds 
in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;  

And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing (becoming) 
confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word 

without fear. Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and 
strife; and some also of good will: The one preach Christ of 
contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my 
bonds: But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the 

defence of the gospel. What then? notwithstanding, every way, 
whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I 

therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” 



Colossians 4:3-4 
Withal praying 
also for us, that 
God would open 
unto us a door of 

utterance, to 
speak the 

mystery of Christ, 
for which I am 
also in bonds: 

That I may make 
it manifest, as I 
ought to speak.  



Matthew 28:19-20 
Go ye therefore, and 

teach all nations, 
baptizing them in 

the name of the 
Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching 

them to observe all 
things whatsoever I 
have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, 

even unto the end of 
the world. Amen.  



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship is 

one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 

•  Biblical love and friendship is 
one that is 

RECONCILING. 

     (vs.11,12) 

 



Reconcile = 

“to affect a change”  



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship 

is one that is 

RECONCILING. 

     (vs.11,12) 
•  Reconciling love and 

friendship SEEKS the 
restoration of 
relationships! 

To be a “reconciler”: 
1.  You must be right with God 

 



2 Corinthians 5:17-21 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 

are become new.  And all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us 
the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, 

reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of 

reconciliation.  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's 

stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him.” 



John 20:21 – “Then said Jesus 
to them again, Peace be unto 

you: as my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you.” 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship 

is one that is RECONCILING. 
     (vs.11,12) 
•  Reconciling love and 

friendship SEEKS the 
restoration of 
relationships! 
•  To be a “reconciler”: 

1.  You must be right with 
God. 

2.  You must be right with 
others. 

 
 



Romans 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men.  

 
Acts 24:16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have 

always a conscience void of offence toward God, and 
toward men.  



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship 

is one that is 

RECONCILING. 

     (vs.11,12) 
1.  Reconciling love and 

friendship SEEKS the 
restoration of 
relationships. 

2.  Reconciling love and 
friendship SEES the reward 
of profitability. 

 
 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship is 

one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 
•  Biblical love and friendship is 

one that is 

RECONCILING. 

     (vs.11,12) 
•  Biblical love and friendship is 

one that is REJOICING. 

     (vs. 20) 
 

 



Biblical love and friendship is 
one that is REJOICING: 

•  “Yea, brother”.   
(vs. 20a ) 



 
•  Philippians 2:14-16- “Do all 

things without murmurings 
and disputings: That ye may 
be blameless and harmless, 
the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world;  Holding 
forth the word of life; that I 
may rejoice in the day of 
Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in 
vain.” 



Biblical love and friendship is 
one that is REJOICING: 

•  “Yea, 
brother”     (vs. 20a ) 

•  “Let me have joy of 
thee” (vs. 20b)                            



Example #1- Paul   

•  1st Thessalonians 
2:19-20 – “For what is 
our hope, or joy, or 
crown of rejoicing? 
Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at his 
coming?  For ye are 
our glory and joy.” 



Example #1- Paul   
•  1st Thessalonians 3:7-10 – 

“Therefore, brethren, we were 
comforted over you in all 
our affliction and distress by 
your faith: For now we live, if ye 
stand fast in the Lord. For what 
thanks can we render to 
God again for you, for all 
the joy wherewith we joy 
for your sakes before our 
God; Night and day praying 
exceedingly that we might see 
your face, and might perfect that 
which is lacking in your faith?” 



Example #2- John   

• 3rd John 1:4 – 
“I have no 
greater joy 
than to hear 
that my 
children walk 
in truth.” 



Example #3- Miriam   

• Numbers 12 –  
  Miriam revealed: 
• Gossip 
•  Jealousy 
• Envy 
• But NO JOY! 
AND IT COST HER! 



Biblical love and friendship is 
one that is REJOICING: 

•  “Yea, 
brother”     (vs. 20a ) 

•  “Let me have joy of 
thee” (vs. 20b)  

•  “In the 
Lord”                              
(vs. 20c) 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Proverbs 18:24 - “A 
man that hath friends 
must shew himself 
friendly: and there is a 
friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother.” 

•  Galatians 6:7 – “Be not 
deceived; God is not 
mocked: for 
whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” 



 
(Where can I find relationships like that?) 

1. Make a commitment to Christ. 
2. Make a commitment to the body of 

Christ.  
3. Make a commitment to be that kind of 

friend. 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship is 

one that is RENOUNCING.  

(vs.13 and14)  
 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
Biblical love and friendship:  
•  Renounces what is of 

personal benefit. 

 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
Biblical love and friendship:  
•  Renounces what is of 

personal benefit. 
1.  It gives up that which is 

profitable. 
 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
Biblical love and friendship:  
•  Renounces what is of 

personal benefit. 
1.  It gives up that which is 

profitable. 
2.  It gives up that which is 

convenient. 
 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
Biblical love and friendship:  
•  Renounces what is of 

personal benefit. 
1.  It gives up that which is 

profitable. 
2.  It gives up that which is 

convenient. 
3.  It gives up that which is 

comfortable. 
 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
Biblical love and friendship:  
•  Renounces what is of 

personal benefit. 
•  Sacrifices so that they may 

help others benefit. 

 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
Biblical love and friendship:  
•  Renounces what is of 

personal benefit. 
•  Sacrifices so that they may 

help others benefit. 
•  Is not selfish, nor self-

centered. 

 



2nd Timothy 3:1-5 -“This know also, that in the last 
days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 

lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 

unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 

are good,  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of 

godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such 
turn away.” 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
Biblical love and friendship:  
•  Renounces what is of 

personal benefit. 
•  Sacrifices so that they may 

help others benefit. 
•  Is not selfish, nor self-

centered. 
•  Is so willingly, not out of 

necessity. 

 



Romans 6:16-19 - “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 

obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants 
of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 
which was delivered you.  Being then made free from sin, ye 

became the servants of righteousness. I speak after the manner 
of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have 

yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity 
unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to 

righteousness unto holiness.” 



2 Corinthians 8:1-3 – “Moreover, brethren, we do you 
to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of 

Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 

abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  For to 
their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their 

power they were willing of themselves” 



2 Corinthians 8:9-12 – “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. And herein I 

give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who have begun 
before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago.  Now 
therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness 
to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye 

have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 
according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath 

not.” 



Exodus 35:21-22 – “And they came, every one whose heart 
stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made willing, 

and they brought the LORD'S offering to the work of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for 
the holy garments. And they came, both men and women, as 
many as were willing hearted, and brought bracelets, and 

earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every 
man that offered offered an offering of gold unto the LORD.” 



Exodus 35:29 - “The children of Israel brought a willing 
offering unto the LORD, every man and woman, whose heart 

made them willing to bring for all manner of work, which the 
LORD had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses.” 

Exodus 36:5 – “And they spake unto Moses, saying, The people 
bring much more than enough for the service of the work, 

which the LORD commanded to make.” 



1st Chronicles 28:9 – “And thou, Solomon my son, know thou 
the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and 

with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts:…” 

1st Chronicles 29:5(b)- “…And who then is willing to 
consecrate his service this day unto the LORD?” 



 
(Where can I find relationships like that?) 

1. Make a commitment to Christ. 
2. Make a commitment to the body of 

Christ.  
3. Make a commitment to be that kind of 

friend. 



•  Exhort (Hebrews 3:13, 10:25) 
•  Consider (Hebrews 10:24) 
•  Provoke (stir up for good)(rally) (Hebrews 10:24) 
•  Confess Your Faults To (James 5:16) 
•  Pray For (James 5:16) 
•  Have Compassion For (1st Peter 3:8) 
•  Show Hospitality To (1st Peter 4:9)…without grudging! 
•  Be Courteous To (1st Peter 3:8) 
•  Minister To (1st Peter 4:10) 
•  Bear Burdens (Galatians 6:2) 

DO: 



•  Care For (1st Corinthians 12:25) 
•  Serve (Galatians 5:13) 
•  Forbear (put up with) (Ephesians 4:2) (Colossians 3:13) 
•  Forgive (Ephesians 4:32)(Colossians 3:13) 
•  Be Kind (Eph. 4:32)(1st Peter 3:8)- “be pitiful”-

kindhearted (show pity) 
•  Be Tenderhearted (Ephesians 4:32) 
•  Teach (Colossians 3:16) 
•  Comfort (1st Thessalonians 4:18, 5:11) 
•  Be Subject To (respect) (1st Peter 5:5) 

DO: 



•  Have peace (Mark 9:50) 
•  Love (John 13:34)(John 15:12)(1st Peter 1:22)(1st John 

3:14,4:12) and many other places in scripture (total of 
19) – John 15:12 “as I have loved you” 

•  Be kindly affectioned (cherish) (Romans 12:10) 
•  Prefer (leading the way to safety) (Romans 12:10) 
•  Be likeminded (Romans 12:16)(Romans 15:5-7) 
•  Edify (build-up) (Romans 14:19)(1st Thess 5:11) 
•  Receive (Romans 15:7) 
•  Admonish (caution) (Romans15:14)(Col. 3:16) 

DO: 



•  Deceive (multiple) 
•  Lie To (Ephesians 4:25) 
•  Oppress (James 2:6) 
•  Judge  (on your own)(Romans 14:13) 
•  Be A Stumblingblock To (Romans 14:13) 
•  Be Puffed Up Against (1st Corinthians 4:6) 
•  Provoke (in anger)(stir up to wrath) (Galatians 5:26) 
•  Envy (Galatians 5:26) 
•  Prefer (Be Partial) (1st Timothy 5:21) 
•  Speak Evil (James 4:11) 
•  Grudge (James 5:9) 

DON’T: 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship is 

one that is RENOUNCING.  

(vs.13 and14)  

•  Biblical love and friendship is 
one that is RESPONSIBLE.  

(vs. 15-19, 21) 
 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  One who is biblical in their 

friend and relationships: 
1.  Accepts responsibility FOR 

the fault of others. 
2.  Accepts responsibility WITH 

others. 

 




