


Text: The Book of Philemon 

“How to build Biblical 
Relationships in a Phony World” 



Goal of these messages:   
•  EQUIP you to see 

biblical love and 
friendships. 



•  Mark 2:5 – “When Jesus saw 
their faith, he said unto the 
sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins 
be forgiven thee.” 

•  Acts 11:22-23 -“Then tidings of 
these things came unto the ears 
of the church which was in 
Jerusalem: and they sent forth 
Barnabas, that he should go as 
far as Antioch. Who, when he 
came, and had seen the grace 
of God, was glad, and exhorted 
them all, that with purpose of 
heart they would cleave unto 
the Lord.” 



Goal of these messages:   
•  EQUIP you to see 

biblical love and 
friendships. 

•  EQUIP you to know 
what to look for and 
know what to be.  

•  EQUIP you to be able 
to enjoy relationships 
that are biblical, 
meaningful, and 
lasting. 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Proverbs 18:24 - “A 
man that hath friends 
must shew himself 
friendly: and there is a 
friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother.” 

•  Galatians 6:7 – “Be not 
deceived; God is not 
mocked: for 
whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” 



•  Proverbs 25:19 – 
“Confidence in an 
unfaithful man in time of 
trouble is like a broken 
tooth, and a foot out of 
joint.” 

•  Proverbs 27:17 – “Iron 
sharpeneth iron; so a man 
sharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend.” 

•  Proverbs 27:6 – “Faithful 
are the wounds of a friend; 
but the kisses of an enemy 
are deceitful.” 



Goal of these messages:   
•  EQUIP you to see 

biblical love and 
friendships. 

•  EQUIP you to know 
what to look for and 
know what to be.  

•  EQUIP you to be able 
to enjoy relationships 
that are biblical, 
meaningful, and 
lasting. 



•  1 Corinthians 8:1(b)
… Knowledge 
puffeth up, but 
charity edifieth.  

•  John 13:35 By this 
shall all men know 
that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have 
love one to another.  



2 Corinthians 2:14-17 – “Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 

(known)the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. For 
we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are 

saved, and in them that perish: To the one we are the savour of 
death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. 

And who is sufficient for these things? For we are not as many, 
which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of 

God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.” 



2nd Corinthians 3:2-6 – “Ye are our epistle (letter) written in our 
hearts, known and read of all men: Forasmuch as ye are 

manifestly declared (made known) to be the epistle (letter) of 
Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit 
of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of 

the heart. And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 
Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of 

ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; Who also hath made us 
able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 

Spirit: for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.” 



v Philemon  
(The Man in the Mansion) 

v Onesimus 
(The Man in the Mess) 

v Paul 
(The Man in the Middle) 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Biblical love and 
friendship is one that 

is RADIATING. 

•  Toward the Savior (vs. 5b) 
•  Toward the saints (vs. 5c) 
•  Toward the sinner (vs. 6a) 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  There are radiating people. 

•  There are one dimensional people. 

•  There are black hole people. 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 

RADIATING. 

    (vs. 5,6)  

 

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 

REFRESHING. 

   (vs. 7) 



Do YOU refresh others ?   
•  Romans 15:32 – “That I may 

come unto you with joy by the 
will of God, and may with you 
be refreshed.” 

•  1st Corinthians 16:17-18 – “I 
am glad of the coming of 
Stephanas and Fortunatus and 
Achaicus: for that which was 
lacking on your part they 
have supplied. For they have 
refreshed my spirit and 
yours: therefore 
acknowledge ye them that 
are such.” 



How should we choose our 
relationships ?   

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 
RADIATING. 

     (vs.5-6) 
 

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 

REFRESHING.  
     (vs. 7) 
 

•  Biblical love and friendship is one that is 
REQUESTING. 

    (vs. 8-10) 



Biblical love and friendship is 
one that is REQUESTING: 

•  It is not demanding. 
(vs. 8a) 

•  It is for love’s sake. 
(vs. 9a) 

•  It has freedom to 
ask for help when 
needed. 

•  It can handle it, if 
the answer is no. 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship is 

one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 
 



Colossians 4:3-4 
Withal praying 
also for us, that 
God would open 
unto us a door of 

utterance, to 
speak the 

mystery of Christ, 
for which I am 
also in bonds: 

That I may make 
it manifest, as I 
ought to speak.  



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship 

is one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 
•  A reproducing love is a 

love that chooses: 
1.  Christ and others over 

circumstances. 
 
 



2 Timothy 3:1-5 This know also, that 
in the last days perilous times 
shall come. For men shall be 

lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, 

blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 

Without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, 

incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, Traitors, 
heady, highminded, lovers of 

pleasures more than lovers of God; 
Having a form of godliness, but 

denying the power thereof: from 
such turn away.  



Mark 8:34-37 And when he had 
called the people unto him with 
his disciples also, he said unto 

them, Whosoever will come 
after me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. For 

whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it; but whosoever shall lose his life for 

my sake and the gospel's, the same 
shall save it. For what shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? Or what shall a 

man give in exchange for his soul?  



What’s YOUR  
mission? 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship 

is one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 
•  A reproducing love is a 

love that chooses: 
1.  Christ and others over 

circumstances. 
2.  Prison over comfort. 

 
 



Matthew 28:19-20 
Go ye therefore, and 

teach all nations, 
baptizing them in 

the name of the 
Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching 

them to observe all 
things whatsoever I 
have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, 

even unto the end of 
the world. Amen.  



Romans 11:36 For of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever. 

Amen.  
Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you 

therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service. And be 
not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and 

perfect, will of God.  



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship 

is one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 
•  A reproducing love is a 

love that chooses: 
1.  Christ and others over 

circumstances. 
2.  Prison over comfort. 

 
 



How should we choose our 
relationships ? 

(Knowing what to look for-Knowing what to be!)   
•  Biblical love and friendship 

is one that is 

REPRODUCING. 

     (vs.10) 
•  A reproducing love is a 

love that chooses: 
1.  Christ and others over 

circumstances. 
2.  Prison over comfort. 
3.  Responsibility over 

carelessness. 

 
 



 
(Where can I find relationships like that?) 

1. Make a commitment to Christ. 
2. Make a commitment to the body of 

Christ.  
3. Make a commitment to be that kind of 

friend. 




