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gospel = good news 
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1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
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3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the scriptures: 
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Real Life “Blinders:” 

Morality 



Romans 3 
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. 



Real Life “Blinders:” 

Morality 

Comparison 



2 Corinthians 10 
12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or 
compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: 
but they measuring themselves by themselves, and 
comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. 



Real Life “Blinders:” 

Morality 

Comparison 

Education 



1 Corinthians 1 
18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of 
God. 19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent. 



Real Life “Blinders:” 

Morality 

Comparison 

Education 

Religion 



“A Religious Big–Wig Who Was Getting It Way Wrong 
Before He Got It Right” 
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The Man Who Came:  Nicodemus 

John 3 
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
a ruler of the Jews: 



1.  He was a RELIGIOUS LEADER. 

John 3 
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
a ruler of the Jews: 



Matthew 23 
27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, 
and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly 
appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity. 



2.  He was a REVERED RULER. 

John 3 
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
a ruler of the Jews: 



3.  He was a RESPECTED TEACHER. 

John 3 
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master 
of Israel, and knowest not these things? 



How He Came 



1.  He came SECRETLY. 

John 3 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him. 
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3.  He came REVERENTLY. 
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Why He Came 



1.  He came because he had HEARD Jesus’ TEACHING. 
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Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 
God be with him. 



2.  He came because he had WITNESSED Jesus’ 
MIRACLES. 

John 3 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 
God be with him. 



3.  He came because he had a QUESTION inside of him 
     that no amount of “religiousness” could ANSWER. 

John 3 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 



What We Learn Because He Came 



1.  It’s possible to believe that you need Jesus to be your  
     TEACHER… But be totally oblivious that you need  
     Jesus to be your SAVIOR. 

John 3 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 
God be with him. 



2.  It’s possible to believe in the MIRACLES of Jesus… 
     But be totally oblivious to “THE” MIRACLE He wants  
     to perform in your life! 

John 3 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 
God be with him. 



3.  It’s possible to hear the truth and ask the WRONG  
     QUESTIONS…Because you think you already have the  
     RIGHT ANSWERS!

John 3 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's 
womb, and be born? 



3.  It’s possible to hear the truth and ask the WRONG  
     QUESTIONS…Because you think you already have the  
     RIGHT ANSWERS!

John 3 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is 
old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and 
be born? 
 
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things 
be? 



4.  It’s possible to believe enough of the truth so that it  
     INOCULATES…Making it extremely difficult to actually  
     contract the “DISEASE!”

John 3 
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto 
thee, Ye must be born again. 



5.  It’s possible to accumulate many IMPORTANT  
     aspects of “spirituality”… Having never experienced  
     the ONE ESSENTIAL of “true spirituality.” 

John 3 
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 



6.  It’s possible to so believe in your system of religion…  
     That even the most basic earthly illustrations of what  
     God wants to do in your life bring CONFUSION  
     rather than CLARIFICATION! 

John 3 
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered 
and said unto him, How can these things be? 



7.  It’s possible to believe (and even teach!) the FACTS  
     of the Bible… But be totally oblivious to their real 
INTENT. 

John 3 
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of 
Israel, and knowest not these things? 






