


 
"Don't Let The Issue—Miss You!" 

 
Week 1- A Religious Man 
Week 2- A Confused Man 



John 3 
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus,  
a ruler of the Jews: 2 The same came to Jesus by night, 
and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God: for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 



John 3 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's 
womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.6 That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again. 



John 3 
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh,  
and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can 
these things be? 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things? 



A.   Nicodemus missed what Jesus wanted him to do…  
      Because he thought he was already doing it! 



John 3 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not 
our witness. 
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What Nicodemus was doing… 

—  Good person 

—  Moral person 

—  Sincere person 

—  Devout person 

—  He was seeking to establish  
      his OWN righteousness 



Romans 10 
2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God,  
but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant 
of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their 
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto 
the righteousness of God. 



Three “MUSTS” we “must” glean from Romans 10:2-3: 



Three “MUSTS” we “must” glean from Romans 10:2-3: 

1.  We "must" understand GOD's righteousness. 



Habakkuk 1 
13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not 
look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that 
deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the 
wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he? 



James 2 
10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all. 
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Three “MUSTS” we “must” glean from Romans 10:2-3: 

2.  We "must" understand OUR righteousness. 



Isaiah 64 
6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a 
leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 



Three “MUSTS” we “must” glean from Romans 10:2-3: 

 3. We "must" SUBMIT to a righteousness 
     that is outside of ourselves. 
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—   He was seeking to establish his  
      OWN righteousness. 

What Nicodemus wouldn’t do… 

—   He wouldn't submit himself to  
      GOD's righteousness. 
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2.  D–O–N–E 



2 Corinthians 5 
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
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The righteousness of God… 
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The righteousness of God… 

    ISN'T something you ACHIEVE. 

    IT'S something you RECEIVE! 



B.  Jesus gives Nicodemus an illustration that brought  
      him to the ISSUE. 



John 3 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not 
our witness. 



John 3 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not 
our witness. 12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly 
things? 



John 3 
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven. 



John 3 
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish,  
but have eternal life. 



Numbers 21 
4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the 
Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the 
people was much discouraged because of the way.5 And 
the people spake against God, and against Moses, 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any 
water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 



Numbers 21 
6 And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people,  
and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have 
sinned, for we have spoken against theLord, and against 
thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents 
from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 



Numbers 21 
8 And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it,  
shall live. 9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it 
upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had 
bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass,  
he lived. 
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