
  

  
The   world   is   racing   to   find   safe   and   effective   vaccines   against   COVID-19.   And   when   we   do,   these   vaccines   must   be   made   
available   to   everyone   who   needs   them   regardless   of   nationality   or   wealth.   This   is   the   fastest   way   to   end   the   pandemic.   So   we   
want   to   know:    do   world   leaders’   actions   move   us   closer   to,   or   further   from,   an   equitable   outcome?    The   Vaccine   Access   Test   
provides   a   framework   to   answer   this   question   based   on   the   following   metrics:   
  

➔ Support   for   &   Collaboration   with   ACT-A:    Has   this   regional   institution   supported   the   ACT-A?   
➔ Multilateral   Leadership:    Has   this   regional   institution   advanced   multilateral   cooperation   to   advance   equity?     
➔ Policies:    Will   this   regional   institution’s   policies   help   ensure   COVID-19   vaccines   are   accessible   to   all   on   a   global   

scale?   
➔ Deals :   Each   deal   the   EU   has   made   to   secure   promising   COVID-19   vaccine   candidates   is   scored   individually   

based   on   a   set   of   metrics   for   how   well   they   advance   equity.     
  

Each   metric   is   worth   up   to   3   points   and   Deal   Scores   can   earn   up   to   6   points.    The   EU   can   earn   up   to   15   points.    

  

                                                                                 ▼     

Check   out   the   full   methodology   and   scores   for   other   deals,   countries,   and   companies   at   ONE.org/VaccineAccessTest   
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Score   Summary:   European   Union  

METRIC     SCORE    RATIONALE   Total   Score:   6.7   out   of   15   
  

The   EU’s   score   has   decreased   this   month,   for   the   first   
time.   While   the   EU   has   been   a   global   leader   at   pushing   
for   a   COVID-19   vaccine   equity   throughout   last   year,   
recent   moves   to   purchase   an   additional   300   million   
doses   of   the   Pfizer-BioNTech   vaccine   would   mean   that   
the   EU   has   procured   nearly   30%   of   this   vaccine’s   global   
output,   limiting   its   availability   for   other   countries.   
  

Despite   early   statements   rejecting   vaccine   nationalism,   
the   EU   has   now   2.3   billion   doses   of   promising   vaccines   
in   its   portfolio.   Two   vaccines   have   been   approved   by   
the   European   Medicines   Agency,   which   would   allow   
80%   of   EU   citizens   to   be   vaccinated   against   COVID19.   
To   its   credit,   the   EU   has   included   clauses   in   its   
contracts   that   will   allow   surplus   does   to   be   transferred   
to   other   countries.   The   European   Commission   must   
now   urgently   set   out   its   redistribution   plans   to   meet   high   
demand   around   the   world,   especially   in   the   poorest   
countries.   
  

To   ensure   supplies   of   vaccines   to   other   countries   and   
deliver   its   commitment   to   making   vaccines   a   global   
public   good,   the   EU   should   support   India   and   South   
Africa’s   TRIPS   waiver   proposal,   sign   up   to   the   WHO’s   
Solidarity   Call   to   Action,   and   ensure   future   procurement   
contracts   align   with   the   WHO’s   Allocation   Guidance.   

ACT-A   

  
2   

The   EU   has   committed   nearly   
$660   million   to   ACT-A,   including   
guarantees   to   the   COVAX   facility,   
comprised   of   $110   million   to   CEPI   
and   $550   million   to   COVAX.     

Multilateral   
Leadership   
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The   EU   hosted   the   Coronavirus   
Global   Pledging   Moment   in   May   
2020,   &   formally   joined   COVAX.   
However,   it   must   urgently   outline   
steps   to   ensure   fair   global   
distribution   of   surplus   doses   in   
order   to   maintain   its   position   as   a   
global   leader   in   vaccine   equity.   

  Policies   
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The   EU   has   partially   implemented   
policies   that   align   with   WHO's   
Solidarity   Call   to   Action,   and   all   EU   
vaccine   contracts   include   
non-exclusivity   provisions   and   
prohibitions   on   export   bans.   

Deal   Score   
(Average)   0.7   

The   EU   has   completed   6   deals   
with   pharmaceutical   companies   to   
secure   COVID-19   vaccine   
candidates,   with   an   average   Deal   
Score   of   0.7.   

   
▲Impeding   Equity   Advancing   Equity▲  


