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The UK Government and the UK public are rightly proud of our aid. We are the most generous donor in the G20 

and provide some of the best aid in the world. UK aid helps families fleeing Syria and Myanmar, tackles conflict 

and climate change, immunises children from preventable diseases, funds cutting edge research, and supports 

millions of women and girls facing violence in their communities.

Whoever it is spent by, when UK aid benefits the world’s poorest and fights extreme poverty, it’s real aid. The UK 

public want to see their taxes spent on aid that fights poverty, and they want it to be effective and transparent. 

When the UK spends real aid around the world, it supports our well-deserved reputation for global leadership, fair 

play and generosity to those in need. When different parts of the UK Government work together to fight poverty, 

it helps to build a fairer, healthier, more prosperous and stable world that is in all our interests.

The Charter for Real Aid

THE UK SHOULD CONTINUE  

TO SPEND 0.7% OF OUR  

NATIONAL INCOME IN AID 

 
   

ALL UK AID SHOULD FOCUS ON  

POVERTY ERADICATION

 ƍ All aid should have poverty eradication 

and inclusive economic development  

as its primary purpose

 ƍ All aid* should adhere to the 2002 

International Development Act and  

the 2014 Gender Equality Act

 ƍ At least 50% of the aid that focuses on 

country level development should go to 

Least Developed Countries (LDCs)  

and Fragile States

 ƍ Aid spent tackling global  

challenges should prioritise the  

issues which have the greatest  

impact on poor people 

Signing up to the Real Aid Charter means committing to using UK aid 
to tackle extreme poverty, in the places it is needed most.

ALL UK AID SHOULD BE SPENT  

AS EFFECTIVELY AS POSSIBLE

 ƍ Aid must remain untied both in policy 

and practice, with contracts open to 

companies of all nationality and efforts 

to support local procurement 

 ƍ Aid spent in country should support the 

priorities of local governments and citizens

 ƍ Aid should target the results that matter 

most in helping people climb out of poverty

 

ALL UK AID SHOULD BE TRANSPARENT TO 

THE UK PUBLIC, DEVELOPING COUNTRY 

GOVERNMENTS AND BENEFICIARIES

 ƍ Every department spending UK aid should, 

by 2020, score at least ‘good’ on the Aid 

Transparency Index, in line with the 2015 UK 

Aid Strategy commitment. Those that don’t 

yet reach this level should publish clear 

plans on how they will improve 

 ƍ Information about aid programmes 

should be available and accessible  

to local stakeholders

Signing up to this ‘real aid charter’ means 

committing to the following principles:

*CDC is covered by the CDC Act 2017


