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THE CHALLENGE 

Today, in 2014, nearly 7 in 10 people in sub-Saharan live without access to electricity. This doesn’t just 

mean no lights or Wi-Fi for late-night candy crush or Netflix binges. It means no refrigeration for vaccines 

that could save millions of lives each year. It means that an entire generation of students does not have 

access to modern-day educational resources. It means no central banking system or modern public 

transportation. Without affordable access to power, businesses cannot grow, jobs cannot be created,  

and poverty cannot be eliminated.

For the final Challenge of the semester, amp up your advocacy and go out with a bang to raise awareness for 

the issue of energy poverty and bring energy access to millions of Africans. This challenge is not just about 

trying to simulate some of the hardships of those without access to electricity; it’s about recruiting your fellow 

students to be advocates for a real solution to a real problem. 

ONE BRIGHT IDEA   

1.  Lights-Out. African students and young people are 
some of the most adversely affected by lack of modern 
electricity. Imagine the wasted human potential that 
comes with no light for studying after dark, no comput-
ers for research papers, and hours of walking for clean 
water instead of simply turning a facet. Energy poverty 
means millions of students don’t have the adequate 
tools to get the education they need to take hold of their 
futures. But we – quite literally – have the power to 

change this. Start by asking professors in Business, 
Political Science, African Studies, or other departments to 
give you the first 10-15 minutes of their lecture to educate 
students on the realities of energy poverty and mobilize 
them to take an action to change it. Use our Lights-Out 
Prezi to give as many of these powerful presentations as 
you can. Most importantly, be sure to ask students to 
write a letter to Congress in support of the legislation that 
would bring electricity to millions more Africans.

CHALLENGE 3: The Power Project  
March 24th – April 18th

ENERGY. YOU BROUGHT IT. WE SAW IT. 

Last fall, we launched a campaign around a new issue for ONE and for anti-poverty campaigners: 

Energy. We asked you to shed some light on the importance of access to electricity to emPOWER African 

development, and you nailed it. In fact, your advocacy and awareness raising efforts were so impressive 

that we’re launching a national member campaign inspired by you: The Power Project.

*NOTE*: ONE will send all Campus Leaders the Lights-Out Prezi and advocacy materials at the launch of this challenge.

    The Prize: You’ll be judged on how creatively you execute this challenge, and the number of advocacy actions 
you generate throughout your campaign. The top school will earn their choice of a ONE pop-up tent OR custom 
made, campus-specific ONE t-shirts exclusively for their ONE chapter.
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ABOUT ONE

•  ONE is a nonpartisan grassroots campaign and 
advocacy organization backed by more than 3 million 
people globally who are committed to the fight against 
extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly 
in Africa. It is made up of Democrats, Republicans, 
Independents, students, parents, people of all faiths 
and those who profess no faith.

•  ONE holds world leaders accountable for the  
commitments they’ve made to fight extreme  
poverty and campaigns for better development 
policies, more effective aid and trade reform. 

•  ONE also supports greater democracy, accountability, 
and transparency in developing countries so  
resources can most effectively be deployed. 

•  ONE achieves change through advocacy, awareness 
and action. ONE works closely with policy experts, 
African leaders, and anti-poverty campaigners  
to mobilize public opinion in support of tested and 
proven solutions.

ABOUT ENERGY POVERTY

•  Electricity access is crucial for the storage of vaccines, 
anti-retroviral and other lifesaving medical drugs, as 
well as the operation of modern lifesaving medical 
equipment. Yet 30% of health facilities in sub-Saharan 
Africa, which serve an estimated 255 million people, 
are without electricity.

•  ONE’s energy poverty campaign comes as a direct 
response to the needs and wants of Africans on the 
continent. More than two dozen African nations have 
committed to the goal of providing universal energy 
access by 2030, so that people living in rural and 
urban areas are lifted out of poverty and can benefit 
from strong economic growth.

•  A lack of access to modern energy contributes to the 
high use of inefficient and often highly polluting fuel 
sources for indoor cooking and heating, which  

  contributes to more than 3 million premature deaths, 
mainly of women and girls, each year—more deaths 
than from malaria and HIV & AIDS combined.

•  Electricity can greatly improve education outcomes 
and assist with the retention of pupils and good 
teachers. Students in Sudan were able to improve  
their exam pass rates from 57% to 97% after 1 year  
with electric lights. Yet today in sub-Saharan Africa,  
90 million children will go to primary schools  
without electricity.

PENDING SENATE LEGISLATION

     Encourage the installation of at least an  
additional 20,000 megawatts of electrical power.

     Promote first-time access to electricity for at  
least 50 million people, particularly the poor.

     Promote efficient institutional platforms  
that provide electrical service to rural and  
underserved areas.

•   The bill unlocks OPIC’s investment potential by 
requiring OPIC to revise its existing policy on the 
carbon emissions of its investments to permit  
significant investment in the electricity sector of  
the poorest and lowest pollution-emitting countries  
in a development-driven and environmentally- 
sensitive manner.  

•  Budgetary Impact: According to the bill sponsors,  
this bill will reduce the deficit since OPIC generates 
revenue for the budget every year.
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ONE KEY FACTS

In sub-Saharan Africa,  
7 out of 10 people have no 
access to electricity. 

90 million sub-Saharan 
children have no  
electricity at school.

30% of health facilities  
in sub-Saharan Africa are 
without electricity.

70% of businesses  
cite the lack of access  
to reliable power as a 
major constraint. 

225 million sub-Saharans 
rely on health facilities 
that are without electricity.

Students in Sudan were 
able to improve their  
exam pass rates from  
57% to 97% after 1 year 
with electric lights.

Today in sub-Saharan 
Africa, 90 million children 
will go to primary schools 
without electricity.


