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The Challenge 

It’s a scenario that’s becoming frighteningly familiar: huge proposed budget cuts to 
global poverty-fighting programs. Yet – as you know – these lifesaving programs  
comprise less than 1% of the total US Budget, and are some of the most cost-effective  
dollars we can spend. 

This spring, it’s time to remind those we elect that we refuse to stand by idly as they  
propose budget cuts that will cost people’s lives and jeopardize our progress in the fight  
for justice and equality. 

Your challenge is to focus public attention on the great injustice of extreme poverty, and 
show your elected leaders that we will make our voices heard in the protest of our time. 
Get started by showing the documentary “Protest to Progress”, created for ONE by award- 
winning director Richard Curtis, highlighting the extraordinary power of protest movements 
in catalyzing change. Check out the screening guide included in this toolkit to access the film. 

One (Or TwO) BrighT ideas   

1.  Protest to Progress. In June, ONE projected “Protest to 
Progress” on the side of the Tate Modern in London for a 
stunning visual event. Now it’s your turn. Host your 
own screening of “Protest to Progress” by projecting the 
film in a public place (on the side of a library, in the 
cafeteria, or on the wall in a high-trafficked building). 
The power of the film is guaranteed to build a crowd. 
Once you’ve got an audience, stage a protest against the 
greatest scandal of our generation – extreme poverty. 
Generate as many advocacy actions (phone calls, tweets, 
and letters) as you can as you rally your campus to use 
the power of voice for change. Use our screening guide 
included in this toolkit to help you execute this event 
that will raise the profile of your ONE chapter and 
mobilize your campus in protest.  

2.  Create your own. Have your own idea for a cool 
demonstration? Go for it! Host your own protest that 
incorporates local or campus media and encourages 
advocacy action. Demonstrate just how much we  
can do with pennies on the dollar, and unite as many 
people as you can in protest against extreme poverty.

     The Prize: The winning campus will be judged on 
the creativity of your protest event and the number 
of participating individuals. The first-place campus 
will receive a ONE pop-up tent or customized 
t-shirts for your ONE chapter.  

     If you have any questions, feel free to contact us or 
visit www.one.org/campus!

CHALLENGE 2: Protest to Progress  
February 24th – March 23rd 

http://www.one.org/us/2013/06/13/pretend-you-were-with-us-a-recap-of-our-live-agit8-concert-at-the-tate-modern/
mailto:occinfo%40one.org?subject=
http://campus.one.org/
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“PrOTesT TO PrOgress” sCreening guide

Use this guide to help you build an audience for your film screening and mobilize  
attendees to take action. Reach out to Meredith or Jen with any and all questions.  

Plan

1.  Identify a location. The more public and highly- 
trafficked, the better. This is not your traditional movie 
screening. Work with your school to project the film  
on the side of building or in the cafeteria. This will help 
you organically generate a crowd and give you an 
opportunity to organize them in protest and action. 
See if you can show the film every day for a week, or 
for a full day, every-hour, on the hour. 

2.  Accessing the Film. To show the film, go to  
https://vimeo.com/83803354. The password is 
OCC2014. NOTE: You’ll need internet access to show the 
film, so pick a location with a strong Wi-Fi connection. 

3.  My Campus page. Use your My Campus page on the 
ONE website: www.one.org/campus to send a message 
to all the students at your school signed up for ONE, 
inviting them to attend your film screening and protest 
event. Be sure to include a Facebook event or RSVP  
link with more information about when and where. 

4.  Facebook/Social Media. Use a Facebook event to 
quickly invite your friends. Use your personal and 
group twitter accounts to promote the event, and ask 
your school to re-tweet. 

      Sample promo tweet: Join @ONEat<school>  
(your twitter handle) for a FREE screening of  
Curtis film #ProtesttoProgress on <Day of  
Screening>! <include link to image file of flyer  
for your screening>

5.  Email. Personally email department heads, relevant 
student organizations, class listservs, Members of 
Congress & staff, community leaders, and friends with 
an invitation to attend.

amPlify

1. Create your own campus buzz. Create a video,  
write a blog post, ask people to share details about  
the screening on social media, and anything else you 
can think of that will create buzz leading up to and 
following your event. This will help raise the profile  
of your ONE chapter, build a crowd, and amplify  
your message.

mailto:meredith.horowski%40one.org?subject=
mailto:jennifer.fraser%40one.org?subject=
http://vimeo.com/83803354
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exeCuTe

1. Set up. Arrive 60-90 minutes before the screening 
time to set up. Have a table and chairs to share ONE 
materials, and mobilize attendees to take action.  
Bring your ONE tablecloth, ONE wrist bands, sign-up 
sheets, and pens. And wear your ONE T-shirts. Email 
meredith.horowski@one.org if you need ONE swag. 

2.  Sign-ins. Have sign-up sheets and pens on hand. 
Have people sign-in and join ONE as they arrive.  
Use our tabling tool for easy sign-ups:  
http://campus.one.org/petition. 

3.  Pictures and live sharing. Take lots of pictures of the 
event so that we can share them afterwards. Photos of 
attendees in ONE shirts, audience members, important 
guests, protest signs, etc. all make great photos.  
Encourage your ONE chapter members to live tweet  
the screening and protest event with the hashtag 
#ProtesttoProgress. 

4.  Mobilize, mobilize, mobilize. Once you’ve generated 
an audience and inspired them with this powerful film, 
capture that energy through ONE’s bread-and-butter: 
advocacy action. Lead a short protest, or have your 
members walk around with clipboards asking students 
to write a letter, make a phone call, or send a tweet. 

fOllOw uP

1.  Follow-up. Send a thank you to fellow students and 
faculty who helped out with the event.

2.  Report back. Email the ONE campus team to let us 
know how it went and how many people showed up. 
And report your event to receive points for challenge 2! 

3.  Share and send your pictures. Share photos on  
social media, and send the ONE campus team your 
photos so we can share them too. Be sure to use  
the #ProtesttoProgress hashtag on all your photos 
and tweets so we can compile and share them!

The adVOCaCy aCTiOns

Be sure to have participants write, call, or tweet 
Congress (Congress will be voting soon on the 
FY2015 Budget) to remind them how funding  
to the Global Fund, the Millennium Challenge  
Corporation, PEPFAR, GAVI and others translate 
directly into lives saved. Remember to  
report your actions - you’ll receive 25 points  
per call and 30 points per hand-written letter. 

Sample tweets:

Feeling inspired by the #ProtesttoProgress film 
hosted by @ONECampus. @MEMBEROFCONGRESS, 
let’s end #poverty & invest in smart development. 

 @MEMBEROFCONGRESS, Protect the programs 
that fight AIDS, hunger & poverty in next year’s 
budget! #ProtesttoProgress @ONECampus

 @MEMBEROFCONGRESS, we can be Mandela’s 
great generation. Pls invest in programs that fight 
#poverty and disease. #ProtesttoProgress  
@ONECampus

mailto:meredith.horowski%40one.org?subject=
http://campus.one.org/petition
http://campus.one.org/report-points


4CHALLENGE 2: Protest to Progress

samPle leTTer/POsTCard sCriPT

Dear Senator/Representative XXX,

After attending a screening of the film “Protest to Progress”, hosted by the ONE Campaign at [NAME OF 
SCHOOL], I am committed to fighting poverty and injustice. I am writing today to ask you to protect  
life-saving programs in the US Budget that fight HIV, hunger, and extreme poverty. Together we can be  
the generation that ends extreme poverty. 

[INSERT PERSONAL CONNECTION TO THE ISSUES] 

I understand this is a difficult budget environment and you will need to make tough choices. But we’ve  
come too far in the fight against extreme poverty to turn back now. Please protect these life-saving programs 
as the budget process moves forward.

Sincerely,
[YOUR SIGNED NAME]
[YOUR PRINTED NAME]
[YOUR ADDRESS]
[YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

aBOuT One

•  ONE is a nonpartisan grassroots campaign and 
advocacy organization backed by more than 3 million 
people globally who are committed to the fight against 
extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly 
in Africa. It is made up of Democrats, Republicans, 
Independents, students, parents, people of all faiths 
and those who profess no faith.

•  ONE holds world leaders accountable for the  
commitments they’ve made to fight extreme  
poverty and campaigns for better development 
policies, more effective aid and trade reform. 

•  ONE also supports greater democracy, accountability, 
and transparency in developing countries so  
resources can most effectively be deployed. 

•  ONE achieves change through advocacy, awareness 
and action. ONE works closely with policy experts, 
African leaders, and anti-poverty campaigners  
to mobilize public opinion in support of tested and 
proven solutions.

The POwer Of sTudenTs

•  Students have played a major role in social  
movements throughout history.

•  Today, students represent a unique political  
constituency and a powerful political force.  
When students use their voices, our elected  
leaders listen. 

•  The ONE Campus Challenge (OCC) is an  
intercollegiate competition through which  
students lead successful campaigns, spread  
the word about issues of extreme poverty,  
and put their ideas into life-saving action.



5CHALLENGE 2: Protest to Progress

One Key faCTs

The U.S. Foreign Affairs 
budget – which funds 
smart international 
development programs 
that save lives – makes up 
less than 1% of the US 
budget and is some of the 
most cost-effective money 
we can spend.

Extreme poverty has  
been cut in half since 
1990. The numbers  
show that we can virtually 
eliminate extreme  
poverty by 2030.

 In 2012, there were  
9.7 million people  
globally on AIDS  
treatment up from just 
300,000 in 2002. 

Eight African countries 
have reduced malaria 
cases or admission  
rates by 75% or more.

Fifty-one million  
more children are  
now in school.

Each day, 1,000 babies  
are born HIV positive  
and 9,589 children die  
of malnutrition.

70% of sub-Saharan 
Africans live without 
reliable energy.

165 million children  
under the age of 5 were  
stunted because of chronic  
malnutrition in 2011. 


