
1CHALLENGE 1: 10 FOR 10

The Challenge 

It’s been a whopping 10 years since Bono and other activists co-founded ONE back in 2004. 
We’ve come a long way since then. Nearly 9 million more people on AIDS medication.  
51 million more kids in school. 6 million child deaths averted thanks to lifesaving vaccines.  
But with 1.2 billion people still living in extreme poverty, we’re not calling it quits yet.

To celebrate a decade of anti-poverty campaigning, we’re going back to the beginning with 
a look at how we got here, what we’ve accomplished, and where we’re headed. In this  
challenge, each year represents a different stage in ONE’s unique brand of change-making, 
and contains an action designed to help continue the legacy of activism and action.  
Each school that takes all 10 actions for ONE’s 10th anniversary will receive an automatic 
5,000 bonus points! Completing five actions is worth 2,500 bonus points.

10 aCTions for one’s 10Th anniversary

1. 2004 - Building a Movement. American and African 
activists, celebrities, and faith leaders gather in  
Philadelphia to announce the launch of a new global 
poverty campaign called ONE.

     Your Action: Establish your Executive Board,  
update your My Campus page on the website,  
and create and utilize your school’s ONE  
Facebook page. A solid foundation is key to  
building a lasting movement. 

2. 2005 - Celeb-cred. ONE launches its first PSA, chock-
full of A-listers to help us coin the tagline: “We’re not 
asking for your money; we’re asking for your voice.” 

      Your Action: Get a campus celebrity (athlete,  
university president, a well-known professor) to 
support ONE. Snag a photo of your local celeb 
wearing a ONE band and send the photo to your 
Member of Congress. 

3. 2006 - The Power of Data. ONE releases its first annual 
DATA report, tracking each G8 country’s commitments 
to African development. 

     Your Action: Put the data in the hands of your 
campus by plastering campus with eye-catching 
flyers and stats about the fight against poverty.  

4. 2007 - Take the Challenge. ONE Campus Challenge 
launches in 2007, propelling thousands of college 
students into action on behalf of the world’s poorest. 

     Your Action: Recruit at least 30 new students to  
join OCC as you work to become the best poverty-
fighting school in the nation. 

5. 2008 - ONE Vote. ONE launches the ONE Vote ’08 
campaign, which successfully gets all the presidential 
candidates to go on the record with ONE about their 
foreign aid commitments. 

     Your Action: It’s all about the intercept. Engage with 
your Senator or Representative at a town hall 
meeting, one of her local speaking events, or even 
in the grocery store. Shake hands, introduce  
ONE, ask her to support lifesaving development 
programs, and snap a photo with some ONE  
swag in the pic.
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January 27th – February 23rd

http://campus.one.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZD4jv21GjrM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTzfQLRP4kk
http://campus.one.org/petition
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BonUs: 2014.

Host a ONE-themed birthday party – creatively highlighting our opportunity to  
end extreme poverty by 2030 – complete with ONE swag, and advocacy actions as 
admission. (This action is worth an additional 300 OCC points!)

10 aCTions for one’s 10Th anniversary

6. 2009 - Power of Partnerships. With the help of the U2 
360 tour, ONE gained more than 315,000 new members 
and life-long advocates. 

     Your Action: Team up with another organization  
to raise your ONE chapter’s profile. Everyone from 
your volleyball team to Chess club can be solid 
partners in crime in the fight against poverty.  
Think outside the box and work to develop a  
lasting partnership.

7. 2010 - Demand Transparency. With the help of  
ONE’s advocacy work, the Cardin-Lugar Amendment  
becomes law in the U.S. to require oil, gas, and  
mining companies to publish what they pay to foreign  
governments – a breakthrough for transparency  
and fighting corruption. 

     Your Action: Right now, Big Oil is trying to stop this 
ruling. If they succeed, billions of dollars could  
end up in the pockets of corrupt leaders rather than 
invested in poverty-fighting programs. Get 30 
people to sign ONE’s petition to stop Big Oil here: 
http://campus.one.org/petition 

8. 2011 - Get Edgy. ONE releases an edgy PSA to spark an 
urgent response to the famine in Somalia. 

     Your Action: Create your own edgy video, poster,  
or installation that is sure to grab attention and 
spark some action. 

9. 2012 - Tweets from the Street. ONE quite literally takes 
your message to the streets in 2012 with our Street 
Tweeter, painting your tweets in front of the White 
House to urge world leaders to step up to the plate on 
investments in agriculture and nutrition. 

     Your Action: Send 50 tweets to your U.S. Senator  
or Representative, asking them to support smart 
poverty-fighting programs in the federal budget. 

10. 2013 - In the spotlight.  In 2013 was a year of ONE in 
the news. Check out ONE’s 2013 media highlight reel here.  

     Your Action: Put the spotlight on your ONE chapter 
by working with local or campus media to feature 
your ONE chapter, a ONE event, or write a LTE or 
Op-Ed to the local paper about ONE’s issues. 

rUles

Be sure to send us the proof for each of the 10 actions 
you complete (i.e. pictures of letters, tabling events, links 
to Facebook photos and articles). Remember you can 
tackle multiple items in one event. Report your actions 
here: http://campus.one.org/report-points. 

     The Prize: You’ll be judged on how creatively you 
execute this challenge, and the number of advocacy 
actions you generate throughout your campaign. 
The top school will earn their choice of a ONE 
pop-up tent OR custom made, campus-specific 
ONE t-shirts exclusively for their ONE chapter.

advoCaCy aCTions 

Sample tweets:

 @MEMBEROFCONGRESS, let’s end #poverty & invest  
in smart development. 

 @MEMBEROFCONGRESS, Pls protect the programs  
that fight AIDS, hunger & poverty in next year’s budget! 
@ONECampus

 @MEMBEROFCONGRESS, we can be Mandela’s great 
generation. Pls invest in programs that fight #poverty 
and disease. @ONECampus

http://campus.one.org/petition
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzcRSr6PW_o
http://www.one.org/us/2012/05/18/new-video-your-g8-tweets-on-the-street/
http://www.one.org/us/2012/05/18/new-video-your-g8-tweets-on-the-street/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue_AOo_RSuo&feature=youtu.be
http://campus.one.org/report-points
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sample leTTer/posTCard sCripT

Dear Senator/Representative XXX,

As a student and ONE member at [NAME OF SCHOOL], I am committed to fighting poverty and injustice.  
I am writing today to ask you to protect life-saving programs in next year’s federal budget that fight HIV, 
hunger, and extreme poverty. Together we can be the generation that ends extreme poverty. 

[INSERT PERSONAL CONNECTION TO THE ISSUES] 

I understand this is a difficult budget environment and you will need to make tough choices. But we’ve come 
too far in the fight against extreme poverty to turn back now. Please protect these life-saving programs as the 
budget process moves forward.

Sincerely,
[YOUR SIGNED NAME]
[YOUR PRINTED NAME]
[YOUR ADDRESS]
[YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS]

aBoUT one

•  ONE is a nonpartisan grassroots campaign and 
advocacy organization backed by more than 3 million 
people globally who are committed to the fight against 
extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly 
in Africa. It is made up of Democrats, Republicans, 
Independents, students, parents, people of all faiths 
and those who profess no faith.

•  ONE holds world leaders accountable for the  
commitments they’ve made to fight extreme  
poverty and campaigns for better development 
policies, more effective aid and trade reform. 

•  ONE also supports greater democracy, accountability, 
and transparency in developing countries so  
resources can most effectively be deployed. 

•  ONE achieves change through advocacy, awareness 
and action. ONE works closely with policy experts, 
African leaders, and anti-poverty campaigners  
to mobilize public opinion in support of tested and 
proven solutions.

The power of sTUdenTs

•  Students have played a major role in social  
movements throughout history.

•  Today, students represent a unique political  
constituency and a powerful political force.  
When students use their voices, our elected  
leaders listen. 

•  The ONE Campus Challenge (OCC) is an  
intercollegiate competition through which  
students lead successful campaigns, spread  
the word about issues of extreme poverty,  
and put their ideas into life-saving action.
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one Key faCTs

The U.S. Foreign Affairs 
budget – which funds 
smart international 
development programs 
that save lives – makes up 
less than 1% of the US 
budget and is some of the 
most cost-effective money 
we can spend.

Extreme poverty has  
been cut in half since 
1990. The numbers  
show that we can virtually 
eliminate extreme  
poverty by 2030.

 In 2012, there were  
9.7 million people  
globally on AIDS  
treatment up from just 
300,000 in 2002. 

Eight African countries 
have reduced malaria 
cases or admission  
rates by 75% or more.

Fifty-one million  
more children are  
now in school.

Each day, 1,000 babies  
are born HIV positive  
and 9,589 children die  
of malnutrition.

70% of sub-Saharan 
Africans live without 
reliable energy.

165 million children  
under the age of 5 were  
stunted because of chronic  
malnutrition in 2011. 


