
Dear Rabbis & Jewish Educators,

As 2013 begins, Congress is engaged in fierce debate about America’s fiscal future. Although 
we need to make some difficult decisions to protect our country’s welfare, we cannot afford to 
neglect people who desperately need our help. Foreign Assistance is less than 1 percent of the 
entire budget, and its elimination will not solve our financial woes. In fact, Foreign Assistance not 
only benefits our economy but also positively impacts the lives of millions. More than 5.5 million 
children’s deaths have been averted thanks to basic immunizations supported by U.S. foreign 
assistance. Furthermore, global relief programs have brought us closer to achieving the miracle 
of an AIDS-free generation within our lifetime.

Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5 teaches us that if one saves a life, it is as if he saved an entire world. 
ONE campaign humbly invites you to join faith leaders throughout the country on this weekend 
to raise awareness about global poverty. Please lend your moral voice and leadership to 
educate your congregants on the critical importance of this issue. 

The following are some key themes and Jewish text sources to guide your sermons and classes:

I. JUDAISM AS A CALL FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
Tzedekah is often translated as charity or good deeds. However, the proper Hebrew translation 
is actually justice. As we gather in a Beit Knesset to study and pray, so should our actions 
resemble as if we were in a Beit Tzedek or “House of Justice.”

Deuteronomy 16:20
Justice, justice you shall pursue.
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z`«̈H ©g mi ¦́O ª̀§l c ¤q-¤g §e iF®BÎm«¥nF «x §z d ¬̈wc̈ §v 

II. Communal Responsibility

Judaism honors the individual and upholds our ability to guide our actions through free will.
Nevertheless, there is an emphasis on group unity as a people, religion and nation. While one can
certainly pray and divinely connect in solitude, the breadth of our liturgy is recited in a
communal setting. In fact, ten people are required to create a quorum or minyan to recite the
Kaddish prayer in honor of a departed loved one.

Shevuot 39a 
All Jews are responsible for each other.
dfl df oiaxr l`xyi lk
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For the Lord your God is God of Gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, mighty and awesome,
who favors no person, and takes no bribe: He executes the judgment of the fatherless and the
widow, and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing. Love therefore the stranger, for you
were strangers in the Land of Egypt.
ÆxŸA ¦B ©d lŸ ³cB̈ ©d l ¥̧̀ d̈ mi®¦pŸc£̀ «̈d i-¥pŸc£̀«©e mi ½¦dŸl¡̀ «̈d í ¥dŸl¡̀ `E µd m ½¤ki ¥d«Ÿl¡̀ d́F̈d§i i ¦µM fi
d®̈pn̈§l ©̀ §e mF -zï h¬©R §W ¦n d²¤UŸr gi :c ©gŸ «W g -©T¦i ¬̀Ÿl §e mi½¦pẗ ´̀̈V¦iÎ`«Ÿl Æx ¤W£̀ ` ½̈xFP ©d §e
u ¤x¬¤̀ §A m-¤zi¦i¡d mi¬¦x¥bÎi «¦M x®¥B ©dÎz ¤̀  m-¤Y §a ©d£̀«©e hi :d«̈l §n ¦U §e m¤g¬¤l F-l z¤z¬̈l x½¥B a´¥dŸ̀ §e
`E¬d `k : ©r«¥aẌ ¦Y F -n §W ¦aE w ½̈A §c ¦z FáE cŸ®a£r«©z FźŸ̀  `-̈xi ¦Y Li²¤dŸl¡̀ d̄F̈d§iÎz ¤̀  k :m¦i «̈x §v ¦n
x¬¤W£̀ d¤N ½¥̀ d̈ ÆzŸ̀ ẍF «P ©dÎz ¤̀ §e z³ŸlŸc §B ©dÎz ¤̀  ÀL §Y ¦̀  d´̈Ur̈Îx ¤W£̀ Li®¤dŸl¡̀ `Ed́ §e -L §z«̈N ¦d §z
:Li«¤pi ¥r E -̀ẍ

III, Halachic/Legal Sources for Assisting Poor
Deuteronomy 15:7-10
If there is among you a poor man, one of your brethren, in any of your towns within your land
that the Eternal your G-d gives you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against
your poor brother, but you shall open your hand to him, and lend him sufficient for his need,
whatever it may be. Take heed lest there be a base thought in your heart, and you say “The
seventh year, the year of release is near” and your eye be hostile to your poor brother, and you
give him nothing, and he cry to the Eternal against you, and it be a sin in you. You shall give to
him freely, and your heart shall not be grudging when you give to him.
o´¥zŸp Li-¤dŸl¡̀ d¬̈Fd§iÎx ¤W£̀ ½L §v §x ©̧̀ §A Li ½¤xr̈ §W c´©g ©̀ §A ÆLi ¤̧g ©̀  c³©g ©̀ «¥n oF¹i §a ¤̀  ÆL §a Ád¤i §d«¦iÎi ¦M f
g²©Y §t ¦Y ©gŸz̄ẗÎi «¦M g :oF«i §a ¤̀ «̈d Li-¦g ῭ «¥n ½L §ćïÎz ¤̀  ÆuŸR §w ¦z ³̀Ÿl §e ÀL §a«̈a§lÎz ¤̀  u´¥O ©̀ §z ¯̀Ÿl K®̈l
d́¤i §d«¦iÎo ¤R ¿L§l x ¤n´̈X ¦d h :F«l x-©q §g¤i x¬¤W£̀ F ½xŸq §g ©n i ¥µC EP ½¤hi ¦a£r«©Y Æh¥a£r«©d §e F®l -L §c«̈iÎz ¤̀
ÀL§pi«¥r d´̈rẍ §e ¼dḦ ¦n §X ©d ź©p §W »r ©a »¤X ©dÎz©p §W d́ä §x «̈w xŸ Àn ¥̀l l ©r¹©I¦l §a ÆL §aä§lÎm ¦r Áxäc̈
F ½l Æo ¥Y ¦Y oF ³zp̈ i :` §h«¥g -L §a d¬̈id̈ §e d½̈eŸd§iÎl ¤̀  ÆLi¤̧lr̈ `³̈xẅ §e F®l o-¥Y ¦z ¬̀Ÿl §e oF½i §a ¤̀ «̈d ÆLi ¦̧g ῭ §A
L ½¤U£r«©nÎl«̈k §A Li ½¤dŸl¡̀ d́F̈d§i ÆL §k ¤x«̈a§i dÀ¤G ©d x́äC̈ ©d | ĺ©l §b ¦A iº¦M F®l Ĺ §Y ¦z §A -L §a«̈a§l r¬©x¥iÎ`«Ÿl §e
:L «¤cï g¬©l §W ¦n lŸ-k §aE

Leviticus 23:22
`́Ÿl -L §xi«¦v §w h ¤w¬¤l §e L ½¤x §v ªw §A ÆL §c «̈U z³©̀ §R dº¤N ©k §zÎ`«Ÿl m À¤k §v §x ©̀  xí ¦v §wÎz ¤̀  mº¤k §x §v ªw §a «E 
:m«¤ki ¥d«Ÿl¡̀ d¬̈Fd§i i-¦p£̀  m ½̈zŸ̀  aŸ́f£r«©Y Æx¥B©l §e i³¦pr̈«¤l h ®¥T©l §z
And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of 
your field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and for 
the stranger. I the Eternal am your God.

Deuteronomy 14:28-29
At the end of every three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of your produce in the 
same year, and lay it up within your towns; and the Levite, because he has no portion or 
inheritance with you, and the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your 
towns, shall come and eat and be filled; that the Eternal your God may bless you in all the 
work of your hands that you do.

And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your
field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and for the
stranger. I the Eternal am your God.

Deuteronomy 14:28-29
At the end of every three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of your produce in the same
year, and lay it up within your towns; and the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance
with you, and the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come
and eat and be filled; that the Eternal your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that
you do.
-̈Y §g©P ¦d §e `e®¦d ©d d-̈pẌ ©A ½L §z´̈̀ Ea §Y Æx ©U §r ©nÎlM̈Îz ¤̀  Æ̀ i ¦vFY miÀ¦pẄ WĺẄ | d́ ¥v §w ¦n gk
Ædp̈n̈§l ©̀ «̈d §e mF ³zÏ ©d §e x Â¥B ©d §Âe K À̈O ¦r d ¹̈l£g«©p §e w¤l ¥̧g ÁFlÎoi ¥̀  í ¦M i¿¦e¥N ©d `́äE hk :Li «¤xr̈ §W ¦A
x¬¤W£̀ -L §c«̈i d¬¥U£r«©nÎlk̈ §A Li ½¤dŸl¡̀ d́F̈d§i ÆL §k ¤x«̈a§i o ©r³©n§l Er®¥aÜ §e E-l §k«̀̈ §e Li ½¤xr̈ §W ¦A x´¤W£̀
:d«¤U£r«©Y

IV. Human Dignity – Divine Image

One of the most important values of Judaism is that we are all created in the image of God. We
all come from the earth and return to the earth. When we hurt someone else or ignore their needs,
it is as if we are turning our back on God. According to Rabbi Bunim of P'shiskha, everyone
should carry two slips of paper, one in each pocket. On the first paper one should write, ''I am but
dust and ashes,” and on the second paper one should write, ''The world was created for me.''
Every situation requires that we reach into one pocket or another. The spiritual trick to life is to
know which piece of paper to read.

Proverbs 14:31
He who oppresses the poor blasphemes his maker, but he that is gracious to the poor honors
Him.
:oF«i §a ¤̀  o¬¥pŸg F Àc §A ©k §n ŒE Ed®¥UŸr s´¥x ¥g l †̈C w«¥WŸ́r
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One of the most important values of Judaism is that we are all created in the image of 
God. We all come from the earth and return to the earth. When we hurt someone else or 
ignore their needs, it is as if we are turning our back on God. According to Rabbi Bunim of 
P’shiskha, everyone should carry two slips of paper, one in each pocket. On the first paper 
one should write, ‘’I am but dust and ashes,” and on the second paper one should write, 
‘’The world was created for me.’’ Every situation requires that we reach into one pocket or 
another. The spiritual trick to life is to know which piece of paper to read.

Proverbs 14:31
He who oppresses the poor blasphemes his maker, but he that is gracious to the poor 
honors Him.

And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your
field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and for the
stranger. I the Eternal am your God.

Deuteronomy 14:28-29
At the end of every three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of your produce in the same
year, and lay it up within your towns; and the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance
with you, and the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come
and eat and be filled; that the Eternal your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that
you do.
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dust and ashes,” and on the second paper one should write, ''The world was created for me.''
Every situation requires that we reach into one pocket or another. The spiritual trick to life is to
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