
The readings today bring into focus that we are all one, that we are together in the 
family of Christ, and we must remember this always.  We are called to help those 
who are poor and suffering as part of God’s command, and because we are one 
in family.  In the first reading, from Nehemiah, Ezra reads from the book of law and 
instructs the people to celebrate.  And he finished by proclaiming that we must also 
share of our feast with “those who had nothing prepared.”  This ancient command, 
to share what we have with those who have nothing, is echoed in the Gospel today, 
Jesus’ first reading in the temple.  In His first public speech, His “inaugural address”, 
He announces that He has come to proclaim good news to the poor.  

And, of course, the second reading today reminds us that as a church we are all 
one body, one family.  We may have different gifts, different resources, different 
talents, but we are one, and must act as if we are one.  When one person is 
suffering, no matter where they are, we all suffer together.  It is this that has driven 
much of what we as a Church have always done.  We recognize that we are one 
family, and so we help those who are in need, whether they are next door to us, 
or whether they are a continent away.  It is why we 
have helped to build houses and latrines in Haiti, 
funded schools and orphanages in Kenya, and 
sent medical missions and mosquito nets to Sierra 
Leone.  We recognize that the Gospel call to love 
our neighbor doesn’t recognize boundaries.  Our 
neighbor could be anywhere.

The needs of those around the world are still as great today as they ever have 
been.  We continue to support our missions because of the great need we see, but 
we cannot do it alone.  We as a nation must maintain our commitment to help those 
in need as well.  Our support helps children to get an education, people to gain 
access to medical treatment, and helps programs that give people what they need 
to lift themselves out of poverty.  And as each new person is lifted out of poverty 
and has a chance at life, we as a body will rejoice.  I hope you will join me in 
praying for compassion for our brothers and sisters around the world, praying that 
they may be lifted out of poverty and have a chance for a better life, and join me in 
taking action to help make this a reality as well.  
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We recognize that the Gospel 
call to love our neighbor 

doesn’t recognize boundaries.



For those in need around the world, 
that they may gain access to education, clean water, and lifesaving medical care.

For our missions,  
that they may continue to grow and thrive, and lift those we serve out of poverty.

For those of us in the United States,  
that we may continue to serve and be lifted out of spiritual poverty.  

For all Americans,  
that our hearts may be opened to our brothers and sisters around the world.

from fr. gerry creedon, arlington diocese

Bishop Jose Grullon of our sister diocese of San Jaun de la Maguana in the south 
of the Dominican Republic bordering on Haiti, sent out a Christmas card that 
carried the message  “romper las cadenas de dependencia”/ “break the chains 
of dependency”.  His whole diocese has a pastoral dynamic of empowerment, 
“capacitacion”.
 
I had the opportunity to see this process in action as a pastor on the Frontier 
and as Director of Pastoral Social. Not only the pastoral ministry, but also 
the social justice and peace projects were embedded in the orientation of 
empowerment. Where wells were dug without community involvement they 
went dry; where aqueducts were built with community engagement and 
shared responsibility the water flowed. 

When Jesus raised Lazarus, he ordered, “Untie him and let him go free.”  Our 
church and our government can help to support these programs of empowerment.  
It is time for us to take a leaf out of the Gospel and help people to lift up 
themselves.  We need to work together, for inter-dependence.

PERSONAL TESTIMONY, EX.

INTERCESSIONS


