
In Matthew 22:34-50, one of the Pharisees tested Jesus by asking Him which of  
the commandments is the greatest.  Jesus replied that the most important of all is to 
“Love the Lord God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”  
And the second, He says, is like it—to love your neighbor as yourself.  “All the Law 
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  On another occasion, in Luke 
10:25-37, He is further pressed.  But who is our neighbor?  Who must we love?  And in 
reply, Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan.  And outsider, one who helped 
someone not of his own community.  As Christians, we have taken these messages 
to heart, or at least we should have.  We know that we must love our neighbors, and 
have compassion and mercy.  And that our neighbor is not just the person next door, 
but all of our brothers and sisters in all communities around the world.  

Today we are joining with other congregations in raising awareness for the need  
to help our brothers and sisters living in poverty throughout the world, in all nations.  
Our churches recognize the need to help, it is what drives so much of our mission 
work.  We have built orphanages for street children Kenya, adopted the Lost Boys 
from the Sudan, sent teams to rebuild houses and churches in Haiti.  Many have 
taken the call to mission so seriously that they have given up their lives of comfort 
to live in small villlages in African countries, spreading the Gospel and saving lives, 
both spiritually and physically.  We know that we are called to do as much as we 
can to help our neighbors, no matter where they are.  

We need to do this as a nation as well.  We must recognize our duty to help the 
poorest of the poor, and to help families lift themselves out of poverty, as Americans 
as well as Christians.  We currently spend less than 1% of our federal budget on 
international assistance, and yet these are literally lifesaving programs.  Thanks 
to US funding of programs such as PEPFAR, and US AID grants that go to many 
Christian and faith based agencies as well, and help our work, we have seen a 
drastic decrease in the number of children born with HIV/AIDS, an amazing gift 
of life.  Over 1 billion people are living more secure lives because of international 
agricultural assistance, from many different sources.  We need to continue to help 
others through every avenue available, through church missions and through our 
nation’s work.  I hope you will join me in praying that more individuals will look with 
compassion upon the poor around the world, and that more people will be lifted 
out of poverty and given a chance for a better life.  
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I remember the first time that I traveled to a developing country. I knew that my trip 
would be eye opening, and I tried to prepare myself for the worst conditions and 
surroundings. But what I didn’t expect was to see the best in humanity. I stepped 
into an orphanage, run by a faith-based NGO, that was full of happy, playful, healthy 
young boys and girls. They had been given a second chance at life, thanks to a 
group of believers who decided that they would invest in the future of these kids. 
My eyes were opened, but in a totally different way than I had expected.

Sixteen countries later, I still experience the same eye-opening wonder when  
I walk through a Japanese village, completely destroyed by a tsunami, and a  
group of volunteers from Samaritan’s Purse is rebuilding houses all around.  
My heart quickens when I see teachers in a school in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
that are taking children from the streets and are educating, feeding, and loving 
them as though they are their own.

I see the compassion of Christ in Nairobi, Kenya, where Convoy of Hope, a  
faith-based NGO, is providing grain to a drought-stricken area of that country, 
but is also working with local leaders to create agricultural training programs and 
water catchment systems. The list goes on and on. Groups like Samaritan’s Purse 
and Convoy of Hope depend on faithful donors in order to provide relief and 
development assistance, but they also partner with government entities like  
USAID to deliver much-needed aid to people who would certainly die without it. 

We are all too familiar with the global financial struggles of the past few years. 
The headlines reveal our fears of what’s next, and our hope for recovery. But I’ve 
spoken to members of Congress on both sides of the aisle, who realize that in even 
the toughest financial circumstances, we must not withhold vital resources that save 
the lives of the world’s most vulnerable people. I’m thankful for our leaders who 
understand that we cannot balance our budget on the backs of the world’s poor. 

We must continue to fund programs like Feed The Future, which help struggling  
nations through smart development programs that work, programs designed to 
eventually eliminate the need for foreign assistance altogether. It’s the same idea  
of that familiar story about teaching a man to fish.  When we invest in these types of 
programs, developing countries gain independence and become sustainable in the 
future. These aren’t band-aid programs. They are investments in the future of our world.

As people of faith, let’s get behind the world’s poorest people. Let’s put an end to 
extreme poverty and preventable disease by supporting faith-based NGO’s and 
government programs that are making a big difference to the “least of these.” It is 
our duty as believers, and it’s our obligation as human beings.
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