
  
BREAKING THE CYCLE OF CRISIS AND POVERTY 

BY HELPING FARMERS FEED THE FUTURE 
 

Currently in the Horn of Africa, 13.3 million people are in crisis. Drought and high food prices, compounded 
by conflict in certain places, have jeopardized the ability of farmers and herders across the region to buy food. 
Agricultural development can make people in the Horn, and others around the world, more resilient to events 
that cause widespread crisis, thus preventing destitution and even death in some cases. In fact, agricultural 
development is a proven pathway out of poverty and can be transformative: 
 
 

 In Africa, nearly 2/3 of the population is involved in farming, which accounts for around 1/3 of GDP  

 Agricultural growth is 2-4 times as effective at reducing poverty as growth in other economic sectors 

 Helping women farmers as much as men could lead to a 15% decrease in hunger around the world 

 One dollar spent on agriculture leads to a savings of at least $10 in humanitarian aid the next year  
 
After the sharp rise in food prices in 2007-08 led to riots in over 30 countries, the U.S. and other countries 
promised to help 40 million farming families in Africa and beyond. The U.S. Feed the Future initiative is a 
groundbreaking strategy to make smart investments in farming, infrastructure, and training so that poor people 
in developing countries can lift themselves out of poverty by growing and selling more and better food. U.S. 
companies and non-profits are training local farmers, extension agents, traders, government employees, and 
people who work in fields like shipping and markets. Teaching people makes impacts sustainable and cost-
effective over the long-run.  Here is some living proof that Feed the Future is working: 
 
In Kenya: The U.S. and its partners have people to build 
rainwater catchment systems made out of local rock and use 
drip irrigation systems – to make sure they have drinking 
water and water for their farms when the dry season strikes. 
 
In Mali: The U.S. has helped develop and train women to 
use a mechanized grinder for processing shallots. This 
simple technology, coupled with access to markets, has 
helped 1,500 women farmers double their revenues. 
 
In Tanzania: The Vitamin A for Africa campaign educates 
mothers and children about the nutritious benefits of 
orange sweet potatoes, and agriculture advisors introduce 
farmers to this crop so that they can meet the new demand 
from moms. 
  
To determine how the U.S. will invest in each country, Feed the Future works with local governments, farmers, 
non-profit organizations, and companies to determine what will work best in their unique environments. The 
U.S. also requires strict reporting on results and on how U.S. taxpayer money is spent. Feed the Future has 
20 potential focus countries. If not enough funding is available, many countries won’t benefit: 
 
Africa: Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia 

Asia: Bangladesh, Cambodia, Nepal, Tajikistan 
Latin America and the Caribbean: Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua 
 
As a complement to the U.S. bilateral plan, the U.S. is teaming with other rich countries to contribute to the 
multilateral agriculture fund, known as the Global Agriculture and Food Security Program (GAFSP). It is 
designed to fill financial gaps in country plans for agricultural growth. GAFSP Donors so far include the United 
States, Canada, Australia, Spain, Ireland, Korea, and the Gates Foundation. 
 
Find out more:  www.feedthefuture.gov ---- http://one.org/livingproof/en/issues/agriculture-food-security/ 
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