
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau,

Patricia
My name is Patricia Ochieng. I’m writing to you as a fellow parent, 
feminist, and someone who can not accept that there is nowhere on 
earth where girls have the same opportunities as boys. 
Like you, I am blessed to have a beautiful daughter. Consolata is 25 
now, but she will always be my baby. She is smart, and funny, and 
strong willed. She has so much to offer the world.

Consolata
I’m really grateful that I’ve had a mom that has raised me to be 
a strong, independent young woman. Most girls where I live are 
not so lucky. Girls are looked down upon. They are expected to be 
submissive - to say yes to everything and not ask any questions. Too 
often girls are abused or raped, and because they don’t understand 
their rights or the power of their voice, they stay quiet.
This inequality has serious consequences. Just this week, 7,000 
young women will become infected with HIV. There will be 7,000 
the following week. And the week after that. As a leader, and as a 
champion of change, this is something that I can not accept. Can you?

Patricia
It would be easy to look at the current situation and lose hope. But 
we refuse to. Because twenty years ago, two weeks after I gave birth 
to Consolota, I discovered I was HIV positive and had unknowingly 
passed the virus to my daughter. At the time, there was no treatment 
available to us. We were waiting to die. 
But then the world came together to create a war chest to fight back. 
That war chest was the Global Fund. This is the only reason that 
Consolota and I are here today. This is why we have dedicated our 
lives to trying to improve the lives of others. 

Consolata
My mum and I are doing everything in our power to change the future 
for girls and women across our country

Patricia
and that will only be possible if we work together. I want to say 
thank you for your leadership in this effort and implore you to 
continue it. 

Consolata
We will be working alongside you until there is no more work to be 
done.
 
Sincerely,

Consolata and Patricia Asero Ochieng


