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If Commissioner /Don rgg t has his way, the
city of Winter Park may be using a hybrid grass
carp fish to control weeds in the city’s lakes.

“I've been concerned for a number of years
“about what were doing to the lakes,” the

commissioner commented last week at a city

council work session. “We poison them with
chemicals, but the weeds are just as bad.” Wright
said that the only alternative to killing the weeds
with chemicals was the use of fish.

Besides directing the city staff to prepare a
presentation on the grass carp, the council also
gave Wright its blessing to take a trip to Lee
County to visit that county’s fish farm with
Orange County officials. Wright said costs could
be cut if local municipalities get together and
breed their own fish for use in local lakes.

Botanist Lowell Trent from the Game and
Fresh Water Fish Commission told commission-
ers that-if-the city did opt to introduce the fish
into the six city lakes, the city should plan on gra-
dually cutting back on chemicals used in the lake.
“The most effective way is to reduce the weed
mass chemically, then stock the fish. Get the
weeds down to a level the fish can handle.”

Trent told the commission that the fish has
recently been stocked in neighboring Lake Sue.
However, barriers prevent the fish from en-
tering the Winter Park chain. Trent said con-
crete data on how the fish attack the weed pro-
blem in Lake Sue should be available this fall.

Mayor Hope Strong, who commented that he
was “not as enthusiastic” as Wright in champion-
ing the fish, asked Trent if the state commission
could guarantee that the newly developed fish
would not harm the lakes if introduced. Trent
told the mayor that he “can’t say the fish doesn’t
have side effects.” He also pointed out that the
fish has proven only 60 percent effective in
testing in different lakes thus far.

Chairman Clyde West of the city’s Lakes Ad-
visory Board also said his advisory group ex-
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