Fire department will provide
refrigerated storage space
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in establishing the bank. tf)

“This is breaking new ground
for fire emergency services,” Sar-
gent said. “The incidents are rare
but the need is critical when a bite
does happen.” *

George Van Horn, curator of
Reptile World in Osceola County
concurred. “It’s a great idea and
much needed.”

There is always a scramble to
find an antidote whenever there is
an exotic snake bite, Hill said. The
400 licensed snake collectors in
Florida are not required to have
antivenin. Hospitals generally
stock the serum, but for local ven-
omous snakes such as rattle-
snakes and water moccasins.

Zoos and serpentariums stock
only enough antivenin for their
staff and other animals. Most
snake-bite victims have several
hours to get treatment before the
venom Kkills them.

“It’s nice to have a source of an
antivenin — there are an awful lot
of these [exotic] snékes in the

state that are owned in private col-
lections,” said Dr. L.H.S. Van

3 ?5 Mierop, a graduate research pro-

fessor at Shands Teaching Hospi-
tal in Gainesville.

The antivenin bank ran into a
number of roadblocks. Legal lia-
bility, transportation problems
and a shortage of money — anti-
venin can cost as much as $2,000 a
dose — “just paralyzed us in the
past,” Hill said.

Hill said the antivenin will be
purchased from laboratories
around the world. Winter Park will
not incur any costs or legal liabil-
ity. The initial cost to stock the
bank will be paid from donations
and by members of the herpetolo-
gical society.

The fire department will pro-
vide the refrigerated storage space
and the city’s emergency dis-
patchers will handle the calls.
Transportation within 100 miles
will be provided by the depart-
ment, but paid for by the caller,
Sargent said.

The antidote will be sent to a
doctor or hospital only, and not di-
rectly to the victim. Antivenin is
administered intravenously.
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Winter Park officials agree.

By Ines Davis Parr
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