‘N° P' Herald!

June 28,

1956

Board scotches blame
in Hiner fire injury

After hearing charges that

he had been found sleeping on.

duty at the fire-station and
possibly misdirected a subor-
dinate to enter the flaming in-

ferno of the high school audi- -

torium at the time it was de-
stroyed, Capt. Tom C. Elliott,
of the city fire department,
early this week was cleared by
the Civil Service Board.

Actiig Chief Quincy Smith
had asked for demotion of
Capt. Elliott to engineer be-
cause of alleged inefficiency,
but the board with a- vote of
four to one, decided against
demotion. It asked, instead,
that a complete efficiency re-
port be presented-to the board
on Capt. Elliott in three
months.

Clyde Hiner, who was in-
jured' during the auditorium
fire, testified to his own pos-
sible misinterpretation when
Capt. Elliott called to him to
go up a ladder with a hose.
Three men on duty during the
night with Capt.
charge, were first at the fire
and Elliott and Hiner broke
the first window to secure en-
trance to the burning build-
ing. ‘

It was Hiner who went in
for the purpose of getting
through to open a door for the
fire hose. Upon entering the

building, water from his hose

flew back in a boiling shower
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over his face from the force
and heat of the flames, which
had already enveloped the in-
terior of the structure. Hiner
said he got out again immed-
iately being -inside the win-
dow only some 20 seconds but
scalded so that he was taken
to the Winter Park Memorial
Hospital for emergency treat-
ment.

Capt. Elliott told a very
simple but graphic story ‘of
the fire, one of the worst in
the city’s history. It was the
three men who first grappled
with the fire, attempting to
find a way of entry into the
building, and to determine
through the smoke how much
of the structure was burning.
He said that he had just held
a fire hose at the window
which he and Hiner had brok-
en, when he asked Hiner to
go up the ladder with a hose.
He said that he fully expect-
ed Hiner to take his place
outside the window pouring
water onto the flames inside.
Capt. Elliott testified that as
he left Hiner he ran down the
ladder and went on to join the
third member of the fire
fighting group until volun-
teers and the Orlando fire de-
partment arrived. He did not

- know of Hiner’s maury until

later, he said. 1

Capt. Elliott admitted  to
dropping off to sleep in a
chair a few times especially
when a new baby kept him
from getting necessary sleep
at night. After four months,

When the roaring rigs are folling | he was getting his sleep again

With a hazard facing crew,
From the city fire station

Into Lyman Avenue,
Answering a call to duty

To control the raging flame,

I am grateful there are fellows
Who will brave the danger game.

' he assured the board.

Clark Maxwell, city man-
ager, asked if the board’s eli-
gibility list had anyone to re-
place a fire captain. Joseph
| Krizek, examiner, stated that
‘the list had expired. E. R.
| Ballard, ex-officio member of -

With the warning siren screaming |the board and an engineer in

As they ride full speed ahead,
On the racing fire wagons

In their shining chrome and red,
I am mindful of the service
That these fire laddies play,

For the safety and protection
Of the people, night and day.

So a cheer for firefighters
In a life that’s often rough,
From a comfort-loving softie
Who can’t even be a buff.

Ray I.Hoppman.

'the fire department, stated
‘that the list was effective for
wone year (Engineer Ballard
'had taken a civil service ex-
amination for a captain’s
rank within the year). Thea
civil service board chairman,
Heskin Whittaker, however,
referred to a ruling that lists

expired after six months. Bal-
lard gave the one dissenting

vote to clearing Capt. Elliott.‘
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Twenty-nine firemen recommend
demoted captain be made chief

Twenty-nine members of the
Fire Department, regular
members and volunteers, pre-
sented the Civil Service Board
at its Tuesday meeting with a
petition recommending® the
Board to appoint Edwin R.
Ballard, member of the Fire
Department, as Assistant
Chief. .

The petitioners recommend-
ed that Ballard would serve
under Acting Fire Chief James
Q. Smith until Smith’s. retire-
ment and at such time be
made chief.

This “would create a high
degree of efficiency through-
out the department and would
improve the standing andsef-
fectiveness” the petition said.
It also would improve morale:
and efficiency and create “re-

spect and admiration of the
public”. . .

Copies of the petition were
sent to Mayor Greene, the
City Commissioners and City |

~ Manager Maxwell.

The 29 petitioners were as
follows: William C. Rice, Jr.,
Ken Howard, Jr., Summer M.
Sanborn, J. A. O’Steen, Bruce
Churchill, William E. Erbe,
Ronald - D. Masten, Ray G.
Gandee, Willie E. McLendon,

.Eddie A. Sites, Cecil R. Giles,

Sumer Mixon, Alvin Hooper, |
Harry Williams, Robert Hines,
Robert D. Patterson, Clyde
Jiner, Jr., Donald Youngs, J.
A. Whitaker, C. Ballard, L. L.
Springsteen, Charles 0. Kum-
mer, Thomas C. Elligtt, B. G.
Ellis, Albert E. Cook, B. E.
Hogoker, Lloyd B. Hall, B. B.
Bennett, and F. D. Cook.
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Appointed

Robert S. Bair, an instrixctor
at the Ocala State Fire College

and formerly

with the Belle

Glade Fire Department, was ap-
pointed Winter Park Fire Chief
by action of the city commission
last Wednesday night. The posi-

tion carries a salary of $415 per

month.

Bair served three years with
the navy following - his = Belle
Glade fire service, and since 1954
has been aninstructor with the
State Fire College. ;

Teaching committments with
the State Fire College will keep |
Bair in Ocala until about April 1,| /
according to City Manager Clark
Maxwell, unless a replacement
can be found for him on the

faculty.

Bair was recommended to the
commission by the civil service
board after interviewing some 20
or more applicants for the. posi-

tion.
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New Fire Chief On Job |
At Lyman Ave. Station

Winter Park’s new fire chief,
Robert S. Bair Monday took over
his duties at the local fire de-
partment. He has been an instruc-
tor at the State Fire College in
Ocala since 1954, and was former-
ly fire chief at Belle Glade. .

Bair, who has a family, will live
at the fire station until the end
of the school term, when he will
bring his wife and children here
to make theiri home in Winter
Park.



