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Vacationing fireman goes to school:
then gets suspended by city

By VICTOR ASSERSOHN

A veteran Winter Park fire-
fighter has been suspended and
threatened with being fired
after he went to school while on
vacation.

The row erupted in public
Tuesday night hours after
three-year veteran firefighter
Dan Bennett had been told by
Fire Chief Mike Molthop that he
was recommending his instant
dismissal. Bennett had also been
told by assistant city manager
John Litton that he would be
suspended on full pay.

Sixteen angry firefighters
went to the Civil Service Board
meeting to support Bennett,
who asked the board to waive a
standard operating procedure

rule which bans firefighters
from using vacation hours to
study courses not related to fire-
fighting.

On one occasion--in a rare dis-
play of dissatisfaction in public
with their bosses--the firefight-
ers jeered some board members
but applauded board member
Anne Hamilton who said that
she wouldn’t let anyone tell her
what to do on her vacation.

Bennett, who has been study-
ing for a psychology degree at
the University of Central
Florida and graduates on April
29, told the board that in the
second week of January he had
asked for and been granted 24
hours vacation time.
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It was common knowledge in
the fire department that he had
used vacation hours in the past
to go to school and no one had
asked him what he was going to
do with his time, Bennett told
the board.

f a person earns a
vacation, how they
spend that vacation
time is their own
business.’

-Anne Hamilton

“I agreed that I should be hon-

- est with Chief Molthop as to my
intended use of vacation hours.
Once in the chief’s office I quick-

ly realized that Chief Molthop
wanted one of two things, one
that I be disciplined for break-
ing standard operating proce-
dures so as to set an example for
others hoping to use vacation
hours for school, or since I
would probably be leaving in the
future, I should resign so as not
to blemish my record,” said
Bennett.

Bennett says that he verbally
resigned, but thought different-
ly about it when he got home be-
cause, among other things, he
had enrolled in the degree pro-
gram before the rule had been
brought in.

And he reasoned that if any-
one had any questions about
how he was to use his time, they
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should have asked before ap-
proving the request.

“It cannot be right to punish
someone later for doing some-
thing that was approved in the
first place. I honestly believe
that the only reason my request
for time off was approved was to
make an example out of me for
anyone in the fire department
wishing to use their vacation
time for school,” said Bennett.

Asking the board to waive the
rule because of his “unique situ-
ation,” Bennett added: “The fact
that I have been forced to resign
or stay with the certainty of a
bad reference in the future and
probable time off without pay,
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