Fire officials lobbying for hydrant improvements

By Geri Throne
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WINTER PARK — Expensive homes on the Isle
of Sicily share the same problem as an industrial
area on Palmetto Avenue: Neither has fire hydrants.

Areas with no hydrants or inadequate hydrants
and mains are throughout the city, say fire depart-
ment officials who are lobbying for public support
for improvements in pipelines and hydrants that
may cost $1.7 million. Improvements requested by
the Orange County Fire Department for the area
outside city limits that receives city water service
would cost an additional $1.9 million.

The requests are in addition to $1.1 million in wa-
ter plant improvements that consulting engineer

Tom Kelley told city commissioners must be done
within the next five years. The bulk of hydrant and
water main improvements will be done by city labor
over a number of years, Kelley predicted.

Maps in the city’s downtown fire station pinpoint
locations of low hydrant pressures and are dotted
with proposed sites for improved or new hydrants.
Fire Chief Sid Ballou and assistant chief Mike
Malthop said they are asking for 58 new hydrants
and improvements to about 40 others. Orange Coun-
ty fire officials are asking for 84 new hydrants.

“We’ve known for years that we might have a
problem,” Ballou said.

Many of the requests for improvements were the
same ones made by the department in 1974 and
1979, before the city purchased General Waterworks
Corp., he said. Fire department officials kept a low
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profile about them then because the privately owned
utility put fire hydrants low on its priority list and
because “we didn’t want the people overly con-
cerned,” said Ballou.

When Kelley asked for fire department input dur-
ing his study of the water system, Ballou said he
was “thrilled to think that now we were going to
have a chance to tell where the problems are.”

Annual testing of hydrant flow shows where the
problem areas are, he said, acknowledging that the
decision on what to improve is now a political one
that must be made by the city commission. “They
are the controlling factor right now.”

Low water pressure has not been a factor in recent
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