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_ ByFLORENCE ELLIS -
" .i . Journal Staff Writer’ -
AVON — When. you talk about’ the
ry of Avon Baptist Church, you'" §
to tajk about the history of Avon'.
; the: two are so closely inter"

membership voted to form themsel
« into aMissionary Society Auxiliary
“ the Lorain County Baptist Missiona
- Society. In 1839, delegates were sent)
_the first tneetlng of the Lorain Coun
" association - held with th».. Ely
church .

- ON DEC 21 1838 the cnurch boug
its present church srte on Steney Rid,
Road from Andrew and Maria Dal
for $40, and built a 30 by +°
building there. The church has
been remodeled, and is still v

- the congregation today at 257F
Ridge Rd.
: Up to this tlme, reads
g history, several of the /
" Church members lived i
!  (Lorain) and in 1840 thr
* letters to start a churc
. it the West Branch of t}
i Church .
. In 1876 a baptist'ry L
1878 the parsonage
from the Langdon fami

in Avon, founded 160 years ago
ear 1817. Biit, as with nearly
urch history; it's necessary to
: rick a couple of years to the real
egintiings.
) LET’S START ln the summer of -
“Montgomery Cointy,- New. .
Nicholas Young and his 'son, .-
i ‘Wilbtir Cahoon and family, -
Léewis " Austin and’ family, Ephrain .
" Keys ‘and family, and.two brothers,
; Spink and. Reuben. Cooper: and -their,
.wives' left Montgomery County. for .

a

Pastors or elders who s
the first 160 years of the ch
such names as Hill, Ber

ree, families, however, “con- " .. Nesbitt, And.rews, G
on to theit- point of destination . Knowles; ‘Watkins, - DeW.

came the first permanent set- . - McKee, Day, Owen, Kenn
7 Dennis, Dann, Preston, Sto

. Turnbull, - Shumaker, Tyl¢
. Hill, and Mavis. -
" Others: who served the
- clude supply pastors, like
Joseph Stubbs of Lorain; a
: Birdsall of: Elyria; who -

"1 ‘came to help with inspiratio
g TI-IE PRESENT PASTO
* Baptist Church is- the R
Thorn.

The church will be cele. .
- first 160 years “With' specii .
heginnmg Monday and

- through Sunday, Oct. 23. Se
" be held each evening at
‘Brothér Gary Ballard
- speaker, and special music
. churches each evening .
. On Sunday, Qct. 23, “A
Sunday” will be observed al

‘REV. LENN THORN pastor .of Avon’s
oldest chiirch, stands in front of the Avon Baptist

v ;‘! .?himmigﬂa 3;1 ?;oney E'tidge Road. (Journal Photo by o " am. there will be Sunday ¢
f PN e d co at 11 a.m.,.a special anniv.
- Al xarider and his wife of Rockport. Center Roads was built by miembers vice with a gift for all whoa. .-

in and friends of -the Avon Baptist ner will be served at the £
g Church. Meetings were held there by Schiool at’ 1pm., and there
all denominations, arid it was acclaim+ gervice of gospel music a!
ed at the' time as“a great conve- featm-mg the Roh Merrill fas
" nience.” Bllt» in 1836 the building p.mi;, refreshments will be s¢

18184 Iog school house Wwas built i
n, Where regular church sérvice
held, The first ordained 'nist;lalr‘-

> - burneddown..:" . That, é(rening, a service &

. Again the church was without’ a’ T filtion .of ¢

{‘%1826 or 1827, 4 large biock meeting place of worship, but meetings were ficig {,,Tl_le: closing,mepsa
tthe, corner of Detroit and ' held in various homes, and in 1838, the, browght by Brother Ballard,
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