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A tall; stalwart man squinted ':ﬁ:f:’ﬂ- v=linsd blve eyes westwa d, and with an
1

wneonseiong e‘*'zl" at, the. rema, the he ;; wazon came to a step on a shadowed ridee,
Toe rushing of water gave an illusion o ca&ir'ess; in the hot autwmn afterncon, and
there wag m‘!a,nc as a *Wﬂd L.utl'* group walted, '
’”oz:r Cohoon .>unned hia hat back ¢ff uls head = 1it4le and rubbed a duch-
rugh d h \i across a moist brow, He loched at r:lssci.l’ia, his wife. The deep
si’:a,aic:.::s he trees lco..ud terphing and cool.  And thoy were tived.

Priscilla was expeeting their eizhith child, and the road had bcer‘ Jemg and
<
berd since the family had steried from their home in Salis sburys . ¥, They had
A

Fon the east in a wagon drawn by oxen, pagsing throwsd: gi*}i‘i'a"c which
- s A ol

*
was 3bill swoking from the fires of Dritish encmies,
Thuz in'Seplerber, 181h, the firet settlers came to Avon. Ace :mz)r»ying; Cahioen
nd his fanily vere Hicholas Young and con, William; '(m'r:is Lugtin and f amidn,
prraim Eoyen and famdily; and tuo brothers, Spink and “i'oubc,”_z‘.‘.;c*rw-, with their
wives. The cavalcade conoisted of five horses, four voke of oxen oot £ive € COWS.
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There were many vho followed in the footsteps of Wilbur (sheon, Hicholas Youny and
~wig Aushi soered in nenories

bing z"'* 3.3 .m "uy h;._‘trm’, those who ware first are rrnu
until they hs

mrer of 1815, three broshers errived in Aven. ﬂ{’.}' nwera Abraham,
Lodowick Moony who &z.v‘“”:, further '.:v::st Anobthor bro?u.c" brns, ,-.‘x"*wcd
shervly offer the first thres, and ithe criginnl ¥ foon homestead on Dedrolt hd, sbill

e

7 8. FlOra Yoon. Cole Abrshanm ;«co purchased 300 acres of land,

o

Y

Oliver and

-

planted an ocrchard of 560 trees, cmc.fcw a double log house, and mem,x, vitally

interested in t;:s; civie ergenizationg of the va,l.;abr.

{n the 27th of ﬁcbcbvﬁr 1728, the erea set off from wovﬂr vas organizsed into g
sepaveate township and named Troy by the commissicners of “uyehoga m:m‘*" At this
date, the riy VET,. from the poind whore it passed into 5%}»31‘. eld north to we 1am
22 the boundary line bebusen }ﬂ.;r"*n and Cuyzhoga countics,

19 » hiphlighting their ambitions, their
7y the ldhoonsy as on 3:{"'“'31% ve would be
ron 181 to the present daye It would be

Bisbory is really the story of
serrows and their Soya. Takine ono
able to follow u:xe gdeovelopmentd of .5:;, ¥

f&
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:'mnms ible to encormass ‘Jte otnrt‘ rrominent faniliss in a brisf hif tﬂ“‘j, btut thoy
i =k

vere nonelh 3. imor%om in the vzl,w sets propr

25 35 from 18}.4.. be 1654, 2 total of
¢ years of history,

?’&nt.ﬁsz,m Born

 The last cnild of Milbur C shoon, E,Wn"rd, was born Dcc. 1, 181, and was the
firsh white ¢hild dorn in the vills-e, When Wilbur decided to setile. on the ridge,
& Now ih%-‘c;ia and Stoeney Ridge Fosds run, he fipes ) u.:.l#: a a.‘ag hof*s@‘ - Soon
¥ ilh a2 ra:' hovse, and shille thore 1a a3 1‘3
-
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That Wilbur Cahoon was a f’\**-m,ah«,d in vidual is proven by the fact that

althou wzh he lived but 12 years in ihe szll‘ ze 3. his influence has been felt
throug h the enguing years. His wife lived until 1857, ~

Mozt of the .’Can:.lies' had traveled wosh ‘mcause of oppr%uirm of their

‘religicn, a desire for more lan vi‘,‘o cimply the spirit of af’vcrzt“re, and no ong

cen accuse them of being stodsy and bad':::s\rd. The risks confroniing theam did not
prevent them from pushing ever westward, and the hard coun aze and fuw-bcdied .
stature of the*e perscnalities are an excellent example of the ploneer spirit,
\ )

ﬁll of the Czhoons married, and Loonard, the last born s married Mary Titus,
& teacher in the Avon Schools. Their caughter s Susan Cahoon; the story gees,
was parried with all the luxwry the ass provided. Pulled the mapbials in a carri-
aga dracm by the best man and vchers in all their bridal finery, “usan and Charles
Warden was merried in the Bapbist (hw *m, vwhich was the first church ergsnized
in the villsge. The k‘fardnrs later m**ed into a sc-called "modern” box, on
Centennial .!‘cue. » now occupled by '*z'.,. tabel Sermon.

Susan Varden, late.r Susan ¥, Jameson after her second marrisg ey s vas considered
en inflvential persen in the villaje. She personified pgood 1*v:‘m "As Misp
Gough, a residen t of Avon, safu “he seb a good table, loved to eat herself,
and wvas a mighty popular weoms :

Mias Gough, locking back over the years, recallfd, "I can see Aunh Susan
as though it vere yecterday, :is:hiny into church in her brown watercd silk dress®,
Susan Jameseon at bhis time must have been in her later years, bud evidently was
active vntil the time of her decth, :

Say M111 Frected

Aven's first saw mill was erecled on French Creek in the £all of 1815 by
Wilbur Czhoon. He also erected a grist mill, :md the waters of French Creck
wvere unbilized to propel the cruciﬂ mc:}dmﬁr; of the mi 1.:..

other sav mill was bullt on tho pame s‘ore am, north of Detroit id., by
»amsan and Hemingway in the yuzr 1824, 9The remains of the mill are st11l v’t’mdm

~eand the bsams are hand—-hetm, milad with h ﬂnd—made =qx.are~he¢ded nzils brought

overland,

’be "french Creek Factory®, which was cox::;:only knovn as a Cheese .s.actcry, was
buily by Wilbur and Joseph B, Oshoen in 1875 opposite vhere the present hore of
ire and Hrs. Roy Coheony the lasht descendants bearing t‘rxe fmovﬂ namey nov l;ve.

In 1850, John Benhanm came o Avon, bringing with him the know~how to erech

and successfully operate a carriage factory. Benhan evident tly bought land from

the original Cahoon estate, since } {ayes St. and Centennial deeds carry the noti~

‘ficat- on that they are originally of Benham's territory.

It is diﬁ‘ieul“ to believe when crossing over the bridge at an(h: Creek thab
once thils was the location of a turiv‘. 2 business area. Of course, old buildings
have been tom dowm and new ones pu Lp, but the creek itself has reverted to a
szail streanm where brush and trees h*wn covered evidencs of the past. Vhere
brs Co Hs Forthoferts Animal Hosp i‘l’.nl nov stands wag the lecation of Beznham's
carrizge factory, ' : ' :
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EARLY AVCH EUIL’“ C}ﬂ}x Cﬁ&a, SCECOLS
Elyria Chronicle-Telezran Tves., June 21, 1955
By Horma Higg;ms '

That the pioneers of Avon uovae o {“odly people, as uell as’ pgg le vho
enjoyed Yife o the fullest, is chown by the early formiation of the Avon v
Beptist Church in 1817. Bofore the formal building took place, religious
x&%ﬁinf‘s vere held in the homes of “%ichol'zs Younz and elilbi,r Cahoon.

The first ordaincd ministor to seitls in Aven was Reve John mttle. In-
16825 a large block meeting house was built by the members of this cimz‘ch.
In it, neebings wore held by all denominations, It burned ten years later
and the present church was build in 1329, aud is 30 by 40 feet in size,

In 1820, six years after the £irsh road was made, seven men and nine
woren gathered to consider ways and moans to establish and su ,,‘ert a iothulist
Eplccopal Churche A log school house built in 1518 at the Center {Rt. 76 and
Detroit Read) was used for Sundsg Scheol and rell{;ious services previous to the
buz?timr' of the block met.m’f hcw: ' '

Built in 13311

In 1834 the first ‘{. Ee Church was built on the silte of the prosent build-
ing on Debtroil Road

The land was bought from Wilbur Cahoon at the price of 230, This church

“was 2630 and cost %500,

The following parag I‘aph was taken from a yelloved clipping beolon ; g to
iirg. Roy Csheon, describing the part wonmen played in these early deoys

An old book of interest is the reccrd of the Avon Female Benevolent
Socioty, beginning in the year 183%. This reccrd wes in possgession of the late
Arthur Purdetbe family for over %0 yeara. His no’sh«,r, dlrm‘ th Eursh Burdatie, -

~wag the first sccretary.

fThe first meeting was reccrded thus: 'The Society mot in the Methodist
Chapel, listened to an appropriabe address froa Dlder Hsther after which the
Cmsfb’ ut"* on was re ad and eleven »»,mer# added Yo the mcietj. Hade a present
o Elder Mather of 32 and two cell'vr .

Cn Jan, 3, 1910, the chxrch and all Its contents were burned, the barn
and pargonage badly damaged. Hizs Cough on Julisn Street has in her possession
& piece of tho cracked bell that once called the faithful te worship on Sundey
moraing. Everyone in toun turned oub to help save the buildmu, b&u, of coursey .
there was little they could deo, “he cornershtene of the rres m, church was
1aid one year later on Juﬁ- 8, 1511, - A —

Arrive from Germany

The growbth in east Avon beeone recofnizable uit.h the coning of sevoral
fa-mifiim tho were natives of Baveria, Germany, The first C;:tzmlic ori sh
definitely established in Lorzin county was here in 4ven dn 1033, .x.‘.‘,

crgmiaed in the log cabin of Johm Schwarts by an Irishman, deve Peter .'.cmt.bu}in,
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Holy Trinity Church at the s.we corner of Detroit and Jaycox Roads was built

As growth increased in the arca, the church becams 00 srall s and the
stone structure that is now present was corpleted In 1862,  Tho conprezation
groew so0 repidly that in 1841, it wes divided and *he French Creek pardsh
established, Thus csme into exisience St. YMary's Church on Stoner #idge Hoad.

Pirst School Built

With churches, raturally came scheols. The first schicol house wes a log,
! 3 3 e 3l BGieol A ,
building at the Center, still mowm 25 Center Hoad and Dotroit Bds  Larkin
! A ‘, » . o
) Williams was Avon's first teacher, and she had approximtely 25 children in
. attondance. They were nmostly fron the families of Cohoon » Coorcr, Willians
and Steel, - Sixty years later tacre were ten school homcos (the fanous red
brick school houss style) which with growmds and fixtures were valued a% 10,000,
/" .

Regidents of the villaye rererbder being picked up with the ®"calf¥ wzzon or
the "kid" cart and beiny delivercd to the echool nearest their home. Cne of the
schools vividly remerbered in the minds of most of the fathers and rothsrs of
today's children is the L=roem school that was erected on Julian Street. It
has since been torn down and homes erected on the site.

Oub of the memorics of the older residents, come the entertaimrent snd fun
that every generation experiences, Sleizhing parties that ended wiih oyster
stow suppers {ab S0 cents a pound} and dances thab rocked Yhe vpabairs flcor of |
"Whitehall" which was the socinl conter for courtin' in those doya, ‘

"ihltehall® is now the grocery ab tho corner of Center and Detrail floads.
- Box socials at the church, picnics, house raisin's, and even the daring antics ;
of those who visited the old suimwing rond on the Cshoon property, at the vpper
. end of French Creek, were all pard of ihe definite pattern folloved throughout
the Yestorn Reserve Territory. They vere dependent upen themselves s 5nd evi~
dently there was no lack of recresticn fecilities,

*

A Time Of Terror

In this time of wneasiness and fearfulnens of atiack, it is evident that ‘
vhen locking backward, everything was not quiet and sorene as generally supposed,
Thero was fear of Indisn attachs ard varticularly during the Ver of 1012 there
was Tear that the British soldiers had landed at iluron., Men, women and children .
fled their homes in terror. Thoss tho had loft the igke seciion arvived at - !
_ fidgevilile and found, to their horrer, that it was deserted. They preassed on “.
. - to Colusbia, ¥hen they at lzst arrived at tie oubskirts of Columbia, they found
- 1% nearly abandened, Fertenotely, news arrived that the percons who landed ab
S - Hurenm were prisoners of war, and they returned %o their hores,

However, they had learned their lesson and built a bleckhousa south of
N Colurbbiza. This was a fortress to vhich they wvere to flee in tire of danger,
There was just one drawback,  The able<bedied men profecied the garriscn, while
the old ren, women and children were lefd to protect their homes, to culbivate
the =01l and receive the firsh sasaull of the eneny. ‘

avera PBrild -

There is a guestion as to wheiher or not John Sicele wvas the first cwner of
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The 01d Téwern, which was built on the btanks of French Creek early in the
history of Avon. As indicative of the times ac the gturdy pionf::er, the tavern
wags the local center for villaze eetivities, ‘"’he information on the well-tnoun
landmark en Detroit Roand, opposite lorain Hoad, was teken from an old clipping
- ouned by ¥ra. Poy Cohocn. *Who the first taverner was, is wninown. Heuben
Wilford waz the:last. A poln.snf*d intellectual gentleman, fathier of Chaa. T,
Wilford, postmaster of Aven, took over Lhe tavern in 1833,

At the right of the main entrance, is the 0ld barrcon. Back of this was
_ a grocery store s introduced by Cersham Gillotto years ago. For further cone
: vendence, a meat market was als buils dnto the tavem by Willlan H, Field,
TAsong the la*er 12ll knowvm eax 1; settlers vho gathered at the tavern were:
Spink and Beuben Cooper, John (. Steele, Reuben Chester, Vaternan Sweeh, Adanm -
’Eills“,’. Gast.o': Young and Albin ! t.nclme”’ ' -

Band Cc»ncw.t Of“ercd . ‘ S ‘ S

- "3at urda,r ni f’ht was concers nirht ab the tavern., Twilight gontly falling,
the 'French Creelk Band Boys! would agcer d the main stalrway lezding to the
second £loor; through the vpper hall to the porch doory, curitained with 2 long
shuttered blind, and oub to the other porch, wvhere they rresenb erf’htzul
musical programs, under the 163.‘2»1@1“‘:?‘1}) cf Capuain John :en?e.

Gerzhan Gillette gm_éed the des %:r-.nie* of the tavern throvsh the rmiddie
years of the last cenbury. According to the legend, Gilletbte wes a lover of
horses end near the tavern vwas a track, vhich developed sorme interesbing evenls.

The Fourth of July was the day for the big races - people can;:;regated fron
8ll over the covntry. The Motns, the Caheons, the Youngsjy the Willians, the .
Burrells and the Falsey Garfizlds, the Days and the rio/c - they vere all there,
Cersham Gillette weos French ani ucm velvet walisteceats, lined with gay colors.
e pever worked, was the perfsx:t hest - and a gambler, One morning the shory
goes he loft the tavern with a string of horses, "and was never heard of again,”

- Thus rwms the thread of romance end colorful frontler life, blending inte
. the muted shades or respechability of ploneer femily life, That there were
hardshirg, undoubtedly, but. lavchier does nobt change throuvgh all the centuries
of history vy nor deoeca the unguenchsble spirit that doninated these pleoncers.
Thus, like these peorle who lived mony years 2.0, we sec Laa aesing parade in
the evidences oi‘ their lives.
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FARLY AVON DVELLINGS REMAIN
Elyria Chrenicle-Telegran Vede, Jine 22, 1955
' By Horma Higpins

A rovival of interect in old homes and lendmarks has appeared in the past
several yeoors, srnd in many sscbions of the coundry, partieularly in the casth,
these early exasples of Anmericen architecture have been restored to their.

original beauby.

As does any pioneer village, Aven has a nurber of homes which were built
ard lived in sinee the founding of the village. There ave t0o many to doscribe
individuslly, but taling only a few as exnmples, it can be showm that the stability
of culturc of homes back east and beyond the oceans were built into the newly
digscovered und sattled areas of the Yestern Reserve.

“( )

The Western Reserve Territory can best be identified structurally with the

"ferrhouse® cleen-cub lines, of which an excellent example is the Sweet horeste-d

on Detroib fide = L

Waborman Oweet came from Norway, Feritlmer County, New York, to Aven in 1817,
He settled on 300 acres of land, pard of which faces Detrelt Hoad, on tho south
side, and built his log house upon the site where the house now sgbands. As the

. legend goes, stage. coaches drove pust on their way o Sendusky and points west.

House Suild By Brother

The nexb house that the pioneer traveler would pass and Shat is elso an
exarple of Western Heserve architecture, is the house now omed by . oand Mrs,
Cyril Ercmsery 32295 Detroit hoad, Just a few doors wesht of the Sweet residence,
The two homeg were supposed to have bsen built by the two brothers of the Sweet
farmily, - ~ o T ’ B '

Provably for a good reason, most ¢f the older homss have been build on the
ridze facin: south, Farther up Detroid Hoad a chort way stands the “Hwrsh Houna v
waich the present owners, Hr. and lirs. Charlos Tomes, have restored to its original
boauty, It was built in 1843 and, vhile it was being construched, the fami Vi
Yived meenvhile in a log house back of the present stone house which is dreek
Revival in architecture. All the papers, bills, contracts sad agreercnts which
accompanied the building of the house a humdred years azo indiecate a way of life,
It was build by Willian Hurst, vho was a tanner, operating & tannery after vhich
Tannery Street is named in Elyria. , . '

.

Cven in Fireplace

A ten-fool fireplace, with the oripinsl bake oven is siill locsted as it
wag in 1843, The contract concerning the tuilding of the house stated that the
stone was to be quarried in Berea and hauled by tean and wagon. Payrent of
$660 wns to be mede In three partss 1ot, Cach 3110.003 2nd, cloth value 2350 at
21,00 per yard; end 3rd, 150 i1 stock (snimals) and lactly 250 in boobs end
shees or varled as partners agreed. The ren and tezns were 40 be housed and
boarded by th: Hursts. Framed in the hall of "Sione Ragle Fars as 31 1s now
£ the Intericr advising thenm thabd
rical inberest worthy of carsful

24
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A record of its presend agpéaraa ce and ccnditic*x has been pleced in the
Libmrv of Congres 8 in ashmvton, De Co

Another of the how,, in fvon thas %a ds as @ landmark, is the square, ¢no
story stone house with a quaint set-in fronit door, that is lccated on Center
o Road, south, that is owned by Hr. Fitch. Another, north on Det_roit fload, ig
» . identlcal, even to the set-In dooruay, is cimed by a memder of the Lewis fanily.
This houss also possesces a certificaticn from Departuent of the Interior, -
edvising of it historical value. : ' .

. ' Avon ISI&‘ Park

- Another ¢f the landmarks in Avon for the pasb 50 years is Aven Isle Parlk,

Having variovs cwners, Julius Barbier is the yresent ovner. A location where
daneces arve held for the vardous crg,a:z zabiens -An the village, many people know
the #Icle” as a pla,auant place for ,J:wmcs in yecars gone by,

"dhitchall” vill ring a memory or two 3n the ninds of nany of the older
resldentss This is the name of the building at Center Road and Detroit hoad,
vhere is now located a grocery store. There has been a store there for many years,
but the socizl 1life of the viils g0 used to center on Saturday night dances that
were held upsteirs. The scene of dancing, box socials, and in spite of the fact,
even when the crowd got a little bolsoierous, someone would find thenselves burb-
ling dowm the stairs, Avon younzer crowds would gaihor as one resident pub it i,
was a good vay to court a girl,”

" : With the building of these lar"e, ainost ;u etcnticus homee in a newly clearcd
territory 2 cace the many luxuries that herctofore had not been obtainable., Also
. v in the wake of progperous fanily life, coue o,ustmal pursults thst moke Aven
s a progressive and apnafedblv far-gichted vi ae. Life in the rural avea vas a
confortable one, Schools were buﬁ.n , roads ,-ere being mere adequately built, and
it is fels that through the Civil War peried, tho there were perioeds of vant and

wealth, as in any other ppt‘iOn of h1 story, that on the whole, residents sccepted
_their bouniy without too much questicn. ' ’

, Probably wntidl Ver}' recently, the farming cor:mmity_thét Avon aluays Ias been
o7 primerily, has been highly satisfactory to the fanilies, most of hon have lives
here for gensrations. ‘ :

. Area's'Colden Age!

This, t*%, in lookins backward, seeno almost to have been the "golden age”
‘ of this area. Vars took some of the ren, economic changes burdened heravily at
times, but it would be generally agreed that life rollrd quistly aleng fer lF’Oat
- 75 years wité t rmuch change.

’ ‘ ‘It iz this changelessness that arr2gls in a way to the psople vho are being
herassed by the pace of the modern day eivilization. The c:u*etly re;ulated

- progress that the village had become accusioned to seems to be even rore accen-

trated by the swiftness that events seem to be taking place during the past few

years, : :

There iz cne note that should ’be e Kcimmd in connection with th 'l pericd
Just dlfmu:wcci. Up to the year 1570, th re iz some "*'1 Sten inforratic cl.ipg.:i:ag;fx
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or picturas that {ndividuale bave in their possesalon, but after that date,

there is very little inforration. uhon the clder residents that are new 70

yeers and older travel a road we muat all take sooner or later, there will:

be nothing left but the garbled and comatimes erroneous shtorics thad will

: . dnzer In e merories of those who lash heard them. Thus the almost legendary
o : history of Avon will disappear into the past without a trace of substantiadion, -

g ' - Perhaps sore way could be arranged that these bits of inforration and
objects of historical value could be gathered in one place as their value to
individuals or fanilies decrease, In this way, irreplaceable papers and other
records would be saved for future gencrations, To those of you, to whon the .

- history of Avon is an. Old, end parhens, sometimes tiresome story, do noh
. i Ll > Y
S~ i‘orge’c. that there will aluays be those vho come after who ave vitall interested
. '

in the past. For these interested people gbi1l in the future, it would be of
invaluable assistence to have access to information that you » and enly you can
give, ' S ' ' :

*e
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brick vencer homes, with the nowsst idess in playgromds and recreaticnal aress,

- incorporated large concerns into their municipality, leaving indestry behind,

» TIME MARCHES G IN HISDORIC AVOR
T4 U UElyria hrondcle~Telesram Thurs. s June 23, 1555
: By Norma Hizgins

Contrary to common opinion, historiss of villazes ave nob easy 10 write.
It would ssem that all one would have Lo do is list categorieally the eventsa,
from the beginning in 1814 when Wilkww Cohoon settled in Aveny, to the present,
vhon familiss are moving into Aven so rapidly that, to some, it is bewildering.

Statistics are not interesting reading to rost people. Asge lends an
iatrinsic valve to hores, familiss, and backgrounds cnly to those vho appreclate
theme Since the greatest changez in Aven have prevably occurred during the last

ten yoars, time probably seemed vo stend still for the 50 years previous.

Farmors increased the value of the land by new riethods and equinment,
Veork on the acres surrownding the village becare easier with each pasgsing year,
There has been a steady prosperity that is evident to anyone leoking at the
villege with appraising eves. A ' :

letts Take A Trip

An interesting experizent for anyens living in Avon, whether bern and
raised here or having nioved in lash ieelly; 1s 60 take a trip along the outlying
roadg that etch the village's 2l sguare nilea,

¥here acres of grapes stretched as far as the oye could sas, one now gces
emall clusters of bom:s, brighd with new paint end city children free in fenceless
80IeS. - : o '

Sterting with the toim hall, ihich 4s typicsl of early American degign, led's
ride north on Colorado Road. It 4z aleo known as Conrad Road and Reute Vo, 611,
On tho right is the mushrooming of Wlorthgate,” the first large allotment of
epproximately 500 homes in ome ares, Where there was cnce brush and fields, are -

- Turning north cn Moore Road, we hoad for the first boundery of Avon, the
Nickel Plate Railrosd. Vhile crossing the tracks into Avon Lake, there is the ,
thought of the separation in the early 15CC's betwsen the two villagées, and the
differonce that is apparent today, . -

Land Lies Idle

Acres of potential industrial land lie 4dle 3n 'Avun, while Avon Lake has

we zo aleong Walker iioad to Moore deod, end agedn twrn south, reburning over the
tracks, - and turning west on Chester load. Here we see again the ficldn of the
farns end the vinecyards. Fanmilizs Jiving on Chester have tilled ths grownd for
decades, and their families will eondimuo after them, ‘ - o o

'A11 along the Hickel Plate Road s a strip 2500 feet deep has been designated
as industrial land. Vhen industry will locote there is an open question. The
plamning of wabter exbongions, gool ronds s and a rmulbitude of other considerations
must be decided vpon before indvsiay could come o Aven. C . -




P

we will find the small clustor of industries that Aven has,

i

(héster Road runs along the novth end of the village all the woy to the
Cuyrhoga line. Traveling south ou Nagel, named for one of the old femdlies
of the villaze, the peaceful comntryside offers much to the city dueller.

Coentinme acvosa Detrolt Head, up o8 far es Scuwartz Hond; turning vest. There

reonhouse Territory

Tuwrning north again on Center Heads or Houte No. 76, bebtween Aven and
- . = . bl N b4 3 ’
North Ridoeville, you nobice lavge groenhouses,  Here are growm guaniities of
Fioers and vegetables, Greernhouses glittering in the afternson sun, the

nrecicely elicped lavns and wellekept homes give the vigwer an Irmprecsion of
£ d - .

-

-rightness and gtability.

a

mbil it branchss intc Stoney Lidzme Roade Stoney Ridze is a combinetlon of the
old ant the new. This is the section in vhich is deeply woven in the story of
Avenie . . ’ - .

Alonz the west side was the lend that Cshoon planbed and harvested. Here
are where the early churches were bullts This Is the center of toumi this 1s the
post office, the country store. Here, for years, the msicsl strengih of the
french Creek furnished power for the rdlls of the villsze. Here lg vhere cne
could sit ¢n the front porch in the evening and hear music from the tuvern.

Hore 1s where 1litile girls wore to Sunday Scheol their many starched petiiceats,
ironed by £lat iroen, "

This is where parades pass cn holidays. FHere is where havdy picncors
turncd thelr faces still further westuard, and travelled along the cord road to
seitle vostern acres. fThrough the comtery past the towm hally drove the stage

 coach, Here is vhere all the legendary figures in Awven's hisbtory have passed

at one Lizn or another.

A Feelinz OF Waiting

- come have gone away and fetiumed, some left and were never heard of agaln.

Perhaps vhat reprecsents the people of Avon most is the feeling of walting. _

Cohoon wvaided for his first ersp of vheat, he walted for the frult of his first
harvest, Circuit riding ministers talked and sowed seeds of hope, and churches
wore raisad. Children were born, and scheols came inio beinz.

vhile it seems ab times to the newcomer 4o Avon that the villaze has been
sianding still for the last 100 years, this 1s a mistaken impression. These
people walcome stability, and honor good character as a creed, They welcoms
honesty, and will respect those sho show it, - :

Avrrehension of newness is not detrimential, but the careful scxutiny of
progreas will berefit us a2ll in the futuwre, It was with this irherent charact-
eristic that the firsi settlers were able to succeed vhen the fubwre was the |
derkest, and the reascn that we who hove come after, have reaped go bountifully,

Turn off abt Kinzel Road and drive west, along a new section of home bullding,




