
2019 Event Schedule
Admission for all events: 

Freewill donation, unless otherwise noted.
The grounds of the Old Fort are a city park, and you

are welcome to explore them at any time. During
listed events, the buildings are also open to the public
and tours are available. Check out oldfortwayne.org

and Facebook for schedule updates.

Where history

    Comes to life!

The reconstructed Fort was completed in 1976, and is aging. Historic Fort Wayne, Inc. is committed 
to keeping the Fort in Fort Wayne so generations to come can discover our history. In recent years, 
we’ve reroofed all the buildings, but a number of the main timbers are deteriorating due to neglect 
in the years the Fort stood empty. We anticipate that each of the main buildings will need major 
renovations over the next five years. We need your help! Your donations support the regular events 
and the needed renovations to keep the Fort open. Please visit oldfortwayne.org and help us bring 
history to life.

Discover Historic 
Fort Wayne

The first Trading Post was established 
in what is now Fort Wayne in the mid 
1600s. Later, in 1697, Jean Baptiste 
Bissot built the first fortified trading post 
here to solidify the French claim on this 
region. In 1715 Fort St. Philippe, also 
known as Post Miami, was built and 
lasted until 1747 when Chief Nicholas 
found it undermanned and burned it to 
the ground. A second French Post Miami 
was built in 1750. It was turned over to 
the British at the end of the French and 
Indian War in 1760 only to be burned to 
the ground during Pontiac’s Rebellion in 
1763. The British refortified the area but 
a new Fort wasn’t built until 1794 when 
General “Mad” Anthony Wayne’s forces 
built the first American fort. This was 
replaced by a better structure in the early 
1800s and is the Fort that stood the Siege 
in 1812. Major John Whistler constructed 
the final active fort in 1816; the current 
reconstruction is a copy of this design. It 
was decommissioned April 19, 1819.
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January 26-27   Nouvelle Annee 
Sat. Public Hours Only, 10am – 5pm

February 23-24   Winter Garrison 
                           1812 
Sat. Public Hours Only, 10am – 5pm

March 2-3   British Garrison 
                   1775-1783 
Sat. Public Hours Only, 10am – 5pm

March 9-10   Civil War Garrison 
Sat. Public Hours Only, 10am – 5pm

April 13-14   School of the Soldier 
Sat. Public Hours Only, 10am – 5pm

May 3   Education Day at the Fort 
For grades 4 & 5, Pre-registration 
required.

May 4-5   Muster on the St Mary’s 
Sat. 10am – 6pm, Sun. 10am – 4pm

June 8-9   Siege of Ft Wayne 1812 
Sat. 10am – 6pm, Sun. 10am – 4pm

July 13-14   Napoleonic Days 
                   1804-1814 
Sat. 10am – 6pm, Sun. 10am – 4pm

July 27-28   Colonial America 
                    1775-1783 
Sat. 10am – 6pm, Sun. 10am – 4pm

August 24-25   Post Miamies 1755 
Sat. 10am – 6pm, Sun. 10 am – 4pm

September 8   Be A Tourist in Your 
                      Own Hometown 
Sun. Noon – 5pm

October 19   Fright Night Tours 
Sat. 6pm – 10pm, Tickets required.

November 23   Joyeux Noel 
Sat. 11am – 5pm



Our Mission: To establish the Old Fort as a 
historic education center for the Northeast 
Indiana area focusing on the eras from the 
Native American Culture to the Civil War.

About: Founded in 2004, Historic Fort 
Wayne, Inc. is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit orga-
nization dedicated to developing a histori-
cally based education program based in Fort 
Wayne’s Old Fort, and providing for routine 
maintenance and a permanent endowment 
for the preservation of the Old Fort.

Get Involved: HFW Inc. relies on the local 
community for monetary and in-kind dona-
tions, as well as volunteers. Would you like 
to get involved? You can learn more about 
events and volunteer opportunities at:

www.oldfortwayne.org 
Historic Fort Wayne 

PO Box 12650 
Fort Wayne, IN 46864 
Phone: (260) 437-2836

Post Gardens: In garden plots outside the walls, many kinds of 
vegetables and herbs were raised. Especially common was corn which 

had long been grown in the area. Other types of fruits and vegetables, from 
asparagus to watermelons, were brought to Fort Wayne by the soldiers and traders.

The Village: The complex of buildings outside the fort walls serviced the 
garrison and the local Indians. Included here were a blacksmith shop, a 
woodworker, a bakery, and the homes and shops of several Indian traders.
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Main Gate/ Enlisted Quarters/
Quartermaster: The main gate 

to the fort is in the middle of the 
enlisted soldier’s barracks. Soldiers 
slept two to a bed. Those with families 
typically lived on the second floor. The 
Quartermaster’s office, where soldiers 
would draw their supplies, is located 
on the lower floor on the eastern side 
of the building.

Officers’ Quarters: This spacious 
building sheltered the fort’s 

officers. Like the other main buildings, 
the Officers’ Quarters forms part of the 
defensive wall. The solid log outside 
wall of the building is composed of 8 
inch thick timbers which could stop any 
musket ball.

Commander’s Quarters: This impressive 
building served as the home and 

headquarters of Major Whistler. The ground 
level housed both the Officer’s Kitchen and 
the Officer’s Dining Room.  Daily orders were 
written and court-martials were held here.

Flagpole: The flag flown above Fort 
Wayne bears fifteen stars and fifteen 

stripes, one for each state when it was adopted 
in 1794. During events, period specific flags are 
flown, signifying occupation of the Fort.

www.facebook.com/HistoricFortWayne

@OldFortWayne
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Hospital: Although called the Hospital, this 
building served a variety of purposes. The 

Hospital only consisted of one room on the second 
floor. The ward could accommodate six men. This 
building also housed a barracks which was home to 
eight men. The soldiers’ kitchen was located on the 
lower floor.
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South Blockhouse: 
Soldiers stationed 

in this blockhouse and 
the north blockhouse 
defended the walls of 
the fort.
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