
February 10, 2017  

 

 

 

 

Dear State Commander: 

 

As a combat veteran and former Secretary of the US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), ensuring that the men and 

women who selflessly risk their lives for our country are taken care of when they return home is a cause I care deeply 

about.  It is for this reason I’m writing to you about a ballot issue that will appear on Ohio's general election ballot in 

November 2017.  The proposed law is deeply flawed, and experts have concluded it is unworkable.  For veterans, it is 

a risky scheme that could result in higher prescription drug copays and reduced access to medicines for Ohio’s 

866,000 veterans and potentially 21 million veterans nationwide. 

 

The ballot proposal attempts to extend the special discounts on prescription drugs afforded the VA to Ohio 

government programs, including those that serve retirees, state workers, injured workers, Medicaid beneficiaries, 

prisoners and others.   

 

The VA and drug manufacturers negotiate special discounts for veterans in recognition and appreciation of their 

dedicated service to our country.  These discounts were never intended to be extended to other large public programs.   

The US General Accounting Office and the VA have repeatedly warned that extending these prescription prices to 

other entities could significantly increase prescription drug costs for the VA.   For some medications, the alternative 

may be to remove the drug from the VA formulary, making it unavailable to veterans who need it.  

 

An almost identical version of the Ohio ballot issue was defeated this past November in California with the opposition 

of veterans, doctors, labor organizations, business associations, patient advocacy groups and more. Every major 

newspaper in California editorialized that the plan was unworkable.   

 

This is true in Ohio as well.  The Ohio ballot measure is vague, lacking even the most basic definition of terms and 

containing no detail about how it would be implemented.  State programs would struggle to implement it, and would 
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lose existing rebates and discounts already in purchase contracts.  Ohio taxpayers would be the ones paying for the 

administrative burden of trying to implement a flawed and ultimately unenforceable law.  

 

As veterans, we have real reason to be concerned.  If Ohio voters approve this issue based on the misleading and 

deceptive claims proponents will make, state officials will be forced to find a way to implement the law, and the VA 

will be at the center of this administrative quagmire.  

 

As groups that advocate on behalf of veterans, I urge you to look at this ballot issue closely and consider the negative 

implications it could have for veterans.  I hope you will join me and other veteran advocates in opposing this 

misguided proposal.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Anthony J. Principi 
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