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I grew up in Oklahoma. My 
family was on the ragged edge 
of the middle class. I devoted my 
career to figuring out why work-
ing families go broke in the rich-
est country in the history of the 
world. I never in a million years 
thought I’d end up in politics, but I 
got into the fight to level the play-
ing field for working families. We 
are in the fight for big, structural 
change that will make our govern-
ment, our economy, and our de-
mocracy work for everyone. I’m 
running on the most ambitious 
anti-corruption platform since 
Watergate. As president, I will 
clean up Washington and make 
sure our government works for 
your family – not just the wealthy 
and well-connected. 

ECONOMY
As the wealthiest nation in the 

history of the world, we can make 
investments that create economic 
opportunity, address rural neglect, 
and a legacy of racial discrimina-
tion–if we stop handing out giant 
tax giveaways to rich people and 
giant corporations and start ask-
ing the people who have gained 
the most from our country to pay 
their fair share. My administra-
tion will pursue fundamental, 
structural changes in our govern-
ment’s approach to the economy, 
finally putting American workers 
and middle-class prosperity ahead 
of multinational profits and Wall 
Street bonuses. My signature pro-
posal is a wealth tax on America’s 
75,000 richest families. It would 
produce trillions of dollars that 
we can use to build an economy 
that works for everyone, includ-
ing universal child care, a great 
public school education for every 
student, student loan debt cancel-
lation, and universal free college, 
and more. And we can make a 
historic investment in housing 
that would bring down rents by 
10% across America and create 

1.5 million new jobs by returning 
the estate tax thresholds to their 
levels at the end of the George W. 
Bush administration and institut-
ing more progressive rates above 
those thresholds.

HEALTH CARE 
The cost of health care is crush-

ing American families, even those 
with good insurance. I have a plan 
to help as many people as possible, 
as fast as possible. 

Starting day one of my presi-
dency, I will protect people with 
pre-existing conditions, reverse 
the Trump administration’s sabo-
tage of our health system, and take 
action to bring down the high costs 
of common prescription drugs, in-
cluding Insulin and EpiPens. 

Within my first 100 days, I will 
push Congress to give everyone the 
choice to join an improved Medi-
care program that covers vision, 
hearing, mental health, dental, and 

long term care. I’ll accomplish this 
by lowering the Medicare age to 50 
and adding benefits and creating a 
Medicare for All option that will be 
free for millions and affordable for 
everyone else. 

Once everyone has the chance 
to try it, I will push Congress, no 
later than my third year in office, 
to complete the transition to Medi-
care for All and put $11 trillion 
back in the pockets of American 
families that will never pay anoth-
er premium or deductible, without 
raising middle class taxes by one 
penny. 

Everyone will be able to see the 
doctor they need. No more out-of-
network costs, no surprises, and 
no one going broke because they 
get sick.

I also have a plan to tackle the 
opioid crisis-head on. It would pro-
vide an estimated $13.2 million 
dollars annually in grants to Gran-
ite State cities and counties hit the 
hardest by the crisis, and allow 
different communities to channel 
this funding to their specific needs.

EDUCATION 
I believe that every kid in Amer-

ica should have the same access 
to a high-quality public educa-
tion – no matter where they live, 
the color of their skin, or how 
much money their parents make. 
My plan for K-12 schools invests 
hundreds of billions of dollars in 
our public schools – all paid for 
by a small wealth tax on fortunes 
above $50 million. I would  ensure 
our schools are adequately funded 
and provide a warm, safe, and nur-
turing school climate for all our 
kids. My plan would also renew 
the fight against segregation and 
discrimination in our schools and 
treat teachers and staff like the 
professionals they are, and stop 
the privatization and corruption of 
our public education system.
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FAST FACTS
NAME

Elizabeth Warren

AGE
June 22, 1949

70

PROFESSION
Law professor and  
consumer advocate

CURRENT OFFICE
U.S. Senator  

from Massachusetts

POLITICAL PARTY
Democrat

RESUME
• A law professor for 30 
years, leading expert on 
the financial pressures 
facing middle class 
families and creator of 
the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau.
• Graduate of the Uni-
versity of Houston with a 
bachelor’s in science and 
Rutgers Law School.
• Former professor at the 
University of Pennsylvania 
Law School and Harvard 
Law School.
• From 2006 to 2010, 
Warren was a member 
of the FDIC Advisory 
Committee on Economic 
Inclusion.
• Former vice president 
of the American Law 
Institute.

Warren vows to clean up Washington, D.C.

WARREN | PAGE 7
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I’ve also proposed bold steps 
to broadly cancel student loan 
debt for 95% of Americans who 
have it, provide universal tuition 
free public two- and four-year 
college and technical school, in-
vest a minimum of $50 billion in 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities and Minority-Serv-
ing Institutions, and help close 
the Black-white racial wealth 
gap. And on my first day as pres-
ident, I will use existing laws to 
begin canceling student debt for  
42 million Americans.

CLIMATE CHANGE
A comprehensive approach 

to addressing climate change 
would be a top priority in my 
administration. But we won’t 
meet our emissions reduction 
goals with a one-time, one-size-
fits-all approach. To really bend 
the curve on climate, we’ll need 
sustained big, structural change 
across a range of industries and 
sectors. I’ll use all the levers of 
government to defeat the cli-
mate crisis. That’s why I’ve wo-
ven Green New Deal policies 
throughout my plans, which in-
dependent economists estimate 
will create more than 10 million 
new, green jobs.

Like the challenges America 
has faced before, the climate 
crisis is also an opportunity: to 
create good, union jobs in clean 
and renewable energy, infra-
structure, and manufacturing. 
That means investing in sustain-
able, resilient infrastructure to 
meet the energy demands of the 
21st century. Setting aggressive 
standards to rapidly decarbon-
ize across every sector of our 
economy. Ensuring our farmers 
are part of the climate solution. 
Conserving our public lands 
and ending all offshore drilling. 
Crafting international economic 
policies that encourage coun-
tries around the world to reduce 
emissions. Creating solutions 
that are just and sustainable for 
all Americans. 

BIPARTISANSHIP
As a senator, I’ve worked 

across the aisle to make hearing 
aids available over the counter. 
I’ve pushed through legislation 

to make it easier for physicians 
to fight the opioid crisis. In fact, 
during just the first two years of 
Donald Trump’s presidency, I in-
troduced 42 bills and resolutions 
that have gotten Republican sup-
port – and over a dozen of my 
proposals have been signed into 
law by President Trump.

I was also born and raised 
in Oklahoma. I have three old-
er brothers – two of them are 
Republican. There are a lot of 
things we disagree on, but the 
truth is there’s a whole lot we 
agree on too. My brothers are fu-
rious that giant corporations like 
Chevron, Eli Lilly, and Amazon 
make billions of dollars in profits 
and pay nothing in taxes. They 

understand that we have a gov-
ernment right now that’s work-
ing great for those at the top, 
but not for anyone else. That’s 
corruption plain and simple. 
And I’m running for president 
to do something about it. I be-
lieve we’ll beat the most corrupt 
president in American history by 
campaigning on the most aggres-
sive anti-corruption platform 
since Watergate, and fighting for 
big, structural changes to ensure 
our economy works for every-
one. And I am hopeful – because 
I know that here in New Hamp-
shire and all across America, 
there are Democrats, Indepen-
dents and Republicans who are 
united by their desire to clean 

up corruption in Washington 
and build an economy with more 
growth and more opportunities 
for everyone.

IMMIGRATION
Immigrants have always 

been a vital source of American 
strength. They grow our econ-
omy and make our communi-
ties richer and more diverse. 
They are our neighbors, our col-
leagues, and our friends — and 
every bit as much a part of Amer-
ica as those who were born in the 
United States. As president, I 
would address the humanitarian 
mess at the border and reverse 
this president’s discriminatory 
policies. But that won’t be near-

ly enough to fix our immigration 
system. We need expanded legal 
immigration that will grow our 
economy, reunite families, and 
meet our labor market demands. 
We need real reform that pro-
vides cost-effective security at 
our borders, addresses the root 
causes of migration, and pro-
vides a path to status and citizen-
ship so that our neighbors don’t 
have to live in fear. That’s why 
my plan for immigration reform 
would create a rules-based sys-
tem that is fair, humane, and that 
reflects our values. I’ll also work 
to address the underlying forc-
es that are displacing migrants 
from their home countries. 
Now more than ever, the United 
States must reclaim its role as 
the world’s beacon of hope. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
PERSPECTIVE

The 1945 State Legislature 
gave New Hampshire its offi-
cial motto, “Live Free or Die,” 
as World War II approached its 
successful end. Given recent un-
certainty with foreign relations 
and national security, how would 
you work as the next president 
of the United States to afford all 
Americans the ability to live free 
or die?

All three of my brothers served 
in the military, so I know our ser-
vice members and their families 
are smart, tough, and resource-
ful. But a strong military should 
act as a deterrent so that most of 
the time, we won’t have to use it. I 
believe it’s long past time to take 
an honest look at the full costs 
and risks of our military spending 
and overseas actions. For nearly 
two decades, this country has 
been mired in a series of wars. 
The human and financial costs of 
these wars are staggering. While 
we should continue to be vigilant 
about the threat of terrorism, it’s 
time to bring our troops home 
– and then make sure they get 
the support and benefits they’ve 
earned. It’s also time to cut our 
bloated defense budget and end 
the stranglehold of defense con-
tractors on our military policy. 
We should be honest about the 
hard work needed to restore our 
democracy at home and to align 
our foreign policy abroad to re-
gain the trust of the American 
people and our allies. It’s time for 
a foreign policy that protects the 
freedoms of all Americans, not 
just wealthy elites.

AP photo
Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., speaks to students and staff at Roosevelt High School in Des 
Moines, Iowa.

Warren
Continued from | PAGE 6



To beat Donald Trump, Ameri-
ca needs a candidate who under-
stands why Trump was elected in 
the first place. Our economy went 
from something that used to lift 
people out of poverty to something 
that now squeezes every Ameri-
can for as much productivity as 
possible without sharing the im-
mense wealth generated from that 
work.

Trump saw this and he exploited 
it to get elected, but he’s a symp-
tom of the broken system, not the 
disease. If we get Trump out of of-
fice, 57% of Americans still won’t 
be able to afford an unexpected 
$500 bill.

We need a leader who is differ-
ent from other Democrats in the 
race, someone who is unafraid 
to offer powerful solutions that 
actually solve Americans’ real 
problems. 

We need to rewrite the rules of 
the 21st century economy so that it 
works for us, our families, and our 
children. I’m a parent and a patri-
ot, and as the father of two young 
boys, I want to look back at my life 
knowing I did everything in my 
power to create the kind of future 
our children deserve.

We can beat Trump, not by mov-
ing left, not by moving right, but 
by moving the country forward.

ECONOMY
Our 21st century economy is not 

working for all of us. Over 90 For-
tune 500 companies paid zero dol-
lars in taxes last year, while 78% 
of Americans are living paycheck 
to paycheck. We need to rewrite 
the rules of the 21st century econ-
omy so that it works for us, the 
American people

It starts by ensuring that these 
large corporations contribute 
back to our communities. It’s no 
wonder that the rest of us are 
barely getting by when they’re not 
paying their fair share. We need to 
set up the system so that we get a 

slice of every Amazon sale, Goo-
gle search, and Uber ride. When 
we return this value to our people 
through a Freedom Dividend of 
$1,000 a month, we’ll build a trick-
le up economy, from our people, 
families, and communities up. 

In addition, it’s time that we 
stop using old measurements 
to determine our economic 
success. We must shift to hu-
man-centered capitalism, where 

we measure our economy not by 
how well the stock market is do-
ing but by how well our people 
are doing. By using measure-
ments like median income and 
standard of living, health-ad-
justed life expectancy, quality 
of life, mental health, childhood 
success rates, social and eco-
nomic mobility, and freedom 
from substance abuse, we can 
start to put people over profits.

HEALTH CARE
I support the goals of Medicare 

for All and have from the very 
start of this campaign. Achieving 
universal health care for every 
citizen in the United States is im-
perative. But we also have to be 
realistic - we can’t change 1/5 of 
the American economy overnight, 
and getting rid of private insur-
ance would be unfair to the people, 
such as union workers, who sacri-
ficed wages for health insurance.

My plan would move us towards 
a Medicare for All system while 
respecting the preferences of 
Americans who like their current 
insurance. It would get costs un-
der control, expand coverage, and 
ensure that everyone has access to 
affordable health insurance.

I’d start by taking on Big Phar-
ma. These corporations rely on 
public funding for their research, 
but then overcharge Americans 
for prescription drugs. We need 
to let Medicare negotiate prices 
and, if these companies can’t get 
their costs under control, let other 
companies make generic versions 
of the drugs or allow people to im-
port these medications.

That’s just the beginning, 
though. We need to get the incen-
tives right, having our system pri-
oritize keeping us healthy rather 
than overprescribing tests. We 
can get administrative costs down 
while ensuring that everyone’s 
health needs are covered, and use 
technology to improve outcomes.

EDUCATION
Our public education system is 

currently applying too much of a 
one-size-fits-all model to our chil-
dren. If you don’t fit into that sys-
tem, or aren’t good at multiple 
choice tests, you are considered 
a bad student with little chance 
of life success. This needs to 
change.
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FAST FACTS
NAME

Andrew Yang

AGE
Jan. 13, 1975

45

PROFESSION
Entrepreneur and 
nonprofit leader

CURRENT OFFICE
Presidential Candidate (D)

POLITICAL PARTY
Democrat

RESUME
• 2002-2005 Vice 
president of a health care 
start-up.
• 2006-2011 Managing 
director, then CEO, of 
Manhattan Prep, a test-
prep company.
• September 2011 Founds 
Venture for America, a 
nonprofit which connects 
recent college graduates 
with start-ups. Leaves the 
company in 2017.
• 2012 Recognized by 
President Barack Obama as 
a “Champion of Change.”
• Feb. 4, 2014 His book, 
“Smart People Should 
Build Things: How to 
Restore Our Culture of 
Achievement, Build a 
Path for Entrepreneurs, 
and Create New Jobs in 
America,” is published.

Yang: We need to rewrite rules of 21st century

YANG | PAGE 9



 www.nashuatelegraph.com PRIMARY ELECTION GUIDE 2020  THE TELEGRAPH • FEBRUARY 2020 |  9

Instead of teaching our chil-
dren how to think in the same 
way, we should teach them how 
to think for themselves. This 
should start with deemphasizing 
standardized tests, which cause 
undue stress and do a poor job at 
assessing intellect and potential. 
Teachers are teaching to the test 
instead of doing what they know 
is best for students.

We need to pay our teachers 
more and trust them to do their 
jobs. The data show that a good 
teacher is worth their weight 
in gold in better educational 
outcomes.

We are also overprescribing 
college. Only a third of people 
go on to graduate from college, 
but it’s the only path we’re pro-
moting in high school. Instead, 
we should allow students to de-
cide if they want to pursue a col-
lege track, start vocational and 
career training, or enter an ap-
prenticeship program. Vocation-
al training and apprenticeships 
will prepare students for high 
paying, stable jobs that are less 
likely to be automated away. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
The time to address climate 

change was a decade ago. We’re 
already too late in confronting 
this existential crisis to avoid the 
worst effects. We’ve been negli-
gent in tackling climate change, 
and the people who are going to 
have to deal with the majority 
of the costs and impact are our 
children. They’re already seeing 
higher levels of respiratory dis-
ease from our lax environmen-
tal standards, and they’re going 
to have to clean up the mess we 
made.

I look at my children and am 
not happy with the world we’re 
leaving them. I’m running for 
president - and would make ad-
dressing the climate crisis a pri-
ority - to do my part in ensuring 
the planet we leave them is at 
least starting on the path to sus-
tainability.

My plan to combat climate 
change would leave all options 
on the table. We need to shift our 
energy sector to be 100% sus-
tainable by 2050. We have to lead 
the world in development and 

deployment of green technology. 
And, as we’re already feeling the 
impact of climate change, ensure 
that our people are safe and can 
move to higher ground if need-
ed. Finally, I’m the only candi-
date calling for a constitutional 
amendment forcing future ad-
ministrations to be environmen-
tal stewards.

BIPARTISANSHIP
Americans are sick of the par-

tisanship and fighting coming out 
of Washington. While our leaders 
are bickering and getting noth-
ing done, 78% of Americans are 
living paycheck to paycheck.

I’m not a politician, I’m an 
entrepreneur and problem-solv-
er. I don’t have decades of time 
in Washington; I have decades 
of creating jobs in this country. 
When you’re running a busi-
ness, you have to focus on ac-

tually solving the problems on 
the ground, and you can’t ignore 
facts just because they conflict 
with your ideology.

I believe that I can break the 
gridlock in Washington D.C. in 
part because I can work with just 
about anyone who wants to solve 
problems, and people sense that. 
My team will be pragmatic and 
ideologically diverse. I’m glad 
to say that Americans of every 
part of the political spectrum al-
ready support my campaign. I’m 
building a coalition of disaffect-
ed Trump voters, independents, 
libertarians, and conservatives, 
as well as Democrats and pro-
gressives. What holds this group 
together is their desire to focus 
on building a country that we 
can be proud of. It’s not left, not 
right, but forward, and that’s the 
direction we need to take our 
country.

IMMIGRATION
I’m the son of immigrants, so 

I’ve experienced the positive 
power of immigration firsthand. 
They make our country stronger 
and more dynamic. President 
Trump, on the other hand, has 
vilified immigrants for things 
they have nothing to do with. As 
someone who spent time in strug-
gling communities, visiting man-
ufacturing facilities, I know that 
if you go to these factories, it’s 
not wall-to-wall immigrants, it’s 
wall-to-wall robots that caused 
the jobs to disappear. 

We need to expand our immi-
gration pathways so that we win 
the global battle for talent, start-
ing with automatic greencards 
for everyone who graduates 
from an American university. We 
also need to get undocumented 
immigrants out of the shadows 
and into the formal economy, 

which is why I support a path-
way to citizenship. And, without 
question, I support the DREAM 
Act, to tell the DREAMers that 
this their home, and they are wel-
come here.

I also believe it’s important to 
use presidential leadership to 
reaffirm through our words and 
deeds that America is not great 
in spite of immigration; we are 
great because of immigration.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
PERSPECTIVE

The 1945 State Legislature 
gave New Hampshire its offi-
cial motto, “Live Free or Die,” 
as World War II approached its 
successful end. Given recent un-
certainty with foreign relations 
and national security, how would 
you work as the next president 
of the United States to afford all 
Americans the ability to live free 
or die?

To live free or die is to ag-
gressively defend the indepen-
dence of our citizens. Ensuring 
all Americans live free means 
leading the world with a foreign 
policy approach infused with 
American values, restraint, and 
diplomacy. To maintain global 
leadership and stability, we must 
prioritize staying ahead of the 
technological threats of the 21st 
century, maintain strong interna-
tional alliances, and improve our 
wellbeing at home.

As Commander in Chief, I’ll 
be laser focused on tackling the 
threats of the 21st century. That 
includes climate change, artifi-
cial intelligence (A.I.), loose nu-
clear material, military drones, 
and non-state actors. We will re-
build our State Department by 
investing in cybersecurity and 
technological capabilities includ-
ing A.I. and quantum computing. 

To keep Americans safe, we 
will strengthen our alliances and 
restore American leadership by 
developing 21st century institu-
tions like a World Data Organiza-
tion to set international standards 
for data and technology. We will 
end the Forever Wars and set up a 
three part test for any future mil-
itary engagement to provide pre-
dictability and stability. 

To be strong abroad we must 
be strong at home. We will divert 
some military spending to the re-
building of our crumbling infra-
structure because of the strong 
link between domestic programs 
and national security. 

AP photo
Democratic presidential candidate and entrepreneur Andrew Yang thanks supporters after a campaign event  in Clinton, Iowa.
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I have the experience, agenda, 
and temperament to beat Donald 
Trump. I’m the only candidate in 
this race who has won two tough 
elections in a swing state. Taking 
back the White House requires a 
health care plan we can actually 
get done to cover everyone and 
lower costs. It requires a real eco-
nomic plan to boost both the mid-
dle class and those struggling to 
get there. And it requires a leader 
experienced enough to know how 
to get the job done, and of the right 
generation to do it. I’m that candi-
date – and I hope you’ll join me in 
this fight.

ECONOMY
The voters I hear from in my 

town halls are working incredibly 
hard, but cannot afford some com-
bination of health care, housing, 
child care, and higher education. 
In other words, they can’t afford 
a middle-class life. For the first 
time in our history, we are at risk 
of leaving less opportunity to our 
kids, not more. Democracy cannot 
function with a lack of economic 
mobility for a majority of people.

Driving up incomes for every-
one won’t happen overnight, but 
we can start by making invest-
ments to compete in the 21st cen-
tury, increase economic security, 
and bring down the cost of a mid-
dle-class life. My plan to expand 
the Child Tax Credit and Earned 
Income Tax Credit will put more 
money in the pockets of workers 
and families and cut child pover-
ty by nearly 40%. I’ll also ensure 
equal pay for equal work, enact 
paid family and medical leave, 
make it easier for workers to bar-
gain for better pay, and raise the 
minimum wage.

I call this suite of ideas The Real 
Deal. All of them – and more – are 
progressive, paid for, and popular. 
This is the blueprint that should 
guide our priorities for the next 20 
years.

HEALTH CARE
It is a disgrace that we remain 

the only industrialized country 
in the world that doesn’t provide 
universal coverage. As a nation, 
we spend almost double what oth-
er advanced economies spend on 
health care. Yet nearly 27 million 
Americans still lack health insur-
ance. It is a moral imperative that 
we fix this.

My public option plan is called 
Medicare-X. I’ve been leading the 

fight for this plan for a decade; I 
didn’t write it so I could run for 
president. Unlike Medicare for 
All, my plan lets families decide 
what plan is best for them. If they 
like their current plan from their 
employer or union, they can keep 
it. If public insurance will save 
money or improve quality, then 
they can sign up for that instead. 
Medicare-X starts in rural areas 
where the market is failing too 
many people. It also requires the 

federal government to negotiate 
lower prescription drug prices 
for the first time and increases 
transparency, bringing down costs 
for tens of millions of Americans. 
With a public option, we can cover 
everyone in three years and dra-
matically lower costs.

EDUCATION
I’m the first former school su-

perintendent to run for president, 
and I know that equal is not equal 
in our education system today. Not 
when children born into poor and 
even middle-class families and 
neighborhoods have a small – and 
ever diminishing – chance of build-
ing better lives than their parents 
and grandparents did. Not when 
children of color are marooned in 
segregated neighborhoods conve-
niently out of sight of wealthy com-
munities. Not when children are 
isolated in rural communities, cut 
off from economic opportunity.

The Bennet Administration will 
make a commitment that by 2028, 
every child born in this country will 
be at the center of a community that 
offers them a real chance to flourish 
personally and prosper financially. 
That starts with offering free pre-
school to every child in America, 
investing $500 billion over ten years 
in the 70 percent of kids who don’t 
graduate from a four-year college, 
and paying teachers like the profes-
sionals they are. 

If we can make real investments 
in our schools, then we’ll do more 
than make public education the 
wind at our backs again. We can 
ensure the next generation of 
Americans enters adulthood ready 
to participate in the democracy as 
informed citizens. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
The majority of Americans be-

lieve climate change is real and 
humans are contributing to it.
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FAST FACTS
NAME

Michael Bennet

AGE
Nov. 28, 1964

55

CURRENT OFFICE
United States Senator 

from Colorado

POLITICAL PARTY
Democrat

RESUME
• Aide to Ohio Gov.  
Richard Celeste from 
1988 to 1990.
• Counsel to the deputy 
attorney general during 
the Clinton  
administration.
• Assistant U.S. Attorney 
in Connecticut.
• Appointed to the U.S. 
Senate from Colorado in 
2009. 
• Reelected in 2010 and 
2016.
• Chief of Staff for  
Denver Mayor John  
Hickenlooper. 
• Superintendent of Den-
ver Public Schools from 
Jan. 1, 2005 to  
Jan. 21, 2009.
• Managing Director of 
an investment company.
• Attorney and law clerk.
• Chair of the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign 
Committee.

Bennet touts experience and leadership
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They are demanding action. 
Yet climate deniers keep win-
ning political battles, and nothing 
gets done.

“America’s Climate Change 
Plan,” the first policy. I released 
when I began this campaign, will 
reduce emissions in line with the 
most aggressive targets set by 
the world’s scientists and achieve 
100 percent clean, net-zero emis-
sions as soon as possible, and no 
later than 2050.

Our plan will drive economic 
growth for the 21st century and 
create millions of high-paying 
jobs. My administration will cre-
ate a Climate Bank to deploy $1 
trillion in federal funding to cata-
lyze $10 trillion in private sector 
innovation and infrastructure in-
vestment in climate technologies 
at home and abroad over ten 
years.

Distinct from other plans 
proposed in this race, my plan 
engages a broad coalition of 
Americans to ensure that our 
approach to climate change not 
only is sufficiently ambitious, but 
also will endure across elections 
and administrations. That’s why 
a Bennet Administration will pay 
farmers, ranchers, and foresters 
to sequester carbon in their soil. 
They’re the best conservation-
ists we have; bringing them and 
others into the fight will create a 
lasting constituency for change.

BIPARTISANSHIP
There are 7,591 words in the 

Constitution of the United States; 
politics is not one of them. Yet 
too often today, the campaigning 
never stops and the governing 
never begins. To make progress, 
we must fix our broken politics.

I’ll put my bipartisan record 
– on everything from immigra-
tion reform to health care, where 
my breakthrough therapies bill 
has changed millions of lives – 
against anyone’s. But the truth 
remains that corruption and dys-
function in Washington destroy 
the American people’s trust in 
government. And it prevents us 
from making critical bipartisan 
decisions for our future.

I’ll clean up that corruption 
by fighting for a constitutional 
amendment to overturn Citizens 

United and new reforms to drive 
money out of politics; enact-
ing a lifetime lobbying ban for 
members of Congress; ending 
partisan gerrymandering; and 
pushing for tough new ethics, 
transparency, and anti-corrup-
tion rules for the White House 
and Congress.

With my set of political re-
forms, politicians will be ac-
countable to their voters – not 
wealthy donors – and we’ll open 

the floodgates for meaningful bi-
partisan reforms.

IMMIGRATION
America is not strong in spite 

of immigrants; America is 
strong because of immigrants. 
As the son of a mother who 
came here after surviving the 
Holocaust, and a father whose 
family fled religious persecu-
tion on the Mayflower, that idea 
has guided my life and career 

in public service.
In 2013, I helped author the 

“Gang of Eight” bill – the most 
comprehensive immigration re-
form legislation introduced in 
decades. That bill – which had 
a pathway to citizenship for the 
11 million people who are un-
documented in this country, pro-
tections for Dreamers, and $46 
billion for smart border security 
– passed the Senate with 68 bi-
partisan votes, but was blocked 

in the House by the Freedom 
Caucus. We did this by bringing 
together diverse stakeholders, 
including from the business, la-
bor, and agriculture communi-
ties, and engaging in an open and 
bipartisan process.

As president, I’ll introduce 
similar legislation and finally 
bring relief to the families our 
current system has left behind. 
I would also offer a humane ap-
proach to the refugee crisis. That 
means immediately ending fam-
ily separation and leading the 
hemisphere in a conversation 
about addressing the root causes 
of violence in the Northern Tri-
angle.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
PERSPECTIVE

The 1945 State Legislature 
gave New Hampshire its offi-
cial motto, “Live Free or Die,” 
as World War II approached its 
successful end. Given recent un-
certainty with foreign relations 
and national security, how would 
you work as the next president 
of the United States to afford all 
Americans the ability to live free 
or die? 

After my mother and her par-
ents survived the Holocaust, 
they fled from Poland and even-
tually reached America - the one 
place on earth where they could 
live free and rebuild their shat-
tered lives. My mom enrolled 
herself in public school, received 
an education that let her learn 
and grow, and made it to college. 

I’ve carried that story with 
me throughout my life. Although 
America calls itself the land of 
opportunity, it doesn’t always 
feel that way today. That’s why 
I’m running for president and 
why I will lead with one central 
question in mind: Will this help 
or hurt the next generation? 

One of the most important is-
sues we can tackle is economic 
inequality. My administration 
will put the issue of fighting pov-
erty – especially child poverty – 
front and center. As president I 
will lead the country to cut child 
poverty in half by the end of my 
first year; cut adult poverty in 
half by the end of my first term; 
eliminate homelessness by the 
end of my second term; and put 
America on the path to eliminate 
poverty within a generation. 
Winning that battle will let every 
American live with the dignity 
and freedom we all deserve.

AP photo
U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, D-Colo., walks on Capitol Hill in Washington, as he returns to the Senate chamber after a break in the 
impeachment trial of President Donald Trump.
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I believe we are in a battle for 
the soul of this nation. Trump 
threatens everything we stand for, 
fanning the flames of hate groups 
and dividing Americans. Charac-
ter is on the ballot in this election.  

My parents taught me when you 
see an abuse of power, you stand 
up and combat it. That’s motivated 
me for my entire life - as Senator 
from Delaware for 36 years and 
President Obama’s Vice President 
for 8 years.

I fought alongside President 
Obama to pass Obamacare, pro-
tecting 100 million people with 
pre-existing conditions. I wrote 
and passed the Violence Against 
Women Act, when domestic vi-
olence was considered a family 
matter. I took on the NRA and won 
– twice – including passing the as-
sault weapons ban. And, I started 
talking about climate change as a 
moral issue of our time far before 
it was a mainstream issue. 

My vision for America is based 
on equal opportunity for all. Treat-
ing everyone with dignity. A mid-
dle class where everyone comes 
along. 

As president, I will expand 
on the historic progress of the 
Obama-Biden Administration and 
rebuild a strong, inclusive middle 
class. I will protect and build on 
Obamacare with a public option. 
I will restore our standing in the 
world. 

I have a proven ability to bring 
people together and deliver for 
the middle class. At this defining 
moment in our nation’s history, it’s 
going to take strong leadership to 
unite America and move our coun-
try forward.

ECONOMY
Joe Biden is running for presi-

dent to rebuild the middle class - 
and this time make sure everyone 
comes along. Joe is calling for a 
transformational investment in our 
country’s future: $1.7 trillion over 

10 years to equip the American mid-
dle class to compete and win in the 
global economy,  to ensure that cit-
ies, towns, and rural areas all across 
our country share in that growth, 
and combat climate change while 
creating 10 million good jobs. 

Strong unions built the great 
American middle class. Today, 
however, there’s a war on organiz-
ing, collective bargaining, unions, 
and workers. It’s been raging for 

decades, and it’s getting worse 
with Donald Trump in the White 
House. The results have been pre-
dictable: rising income inequality, 
stagnant real wages, the loss of 
pensions, exploitation of workers, 
and a weakening of workers’ voic-
es in our society. 

Joe will encourage unionization 
and collective bargaining. He’ll 
increase the federal minimum 
wage to $15; stop employers from 

denying overtime pay; and elim-
inate non-compete clauses and 
no-poaching agreements that hin-
der workers’ ability to seek higher 
wages by changing jobs. 

Joe will reform our tax system to 
reward work, not wealth, starting 
by reversing Trump’s tax cuts on 
the super-wealthy and corporations.

HEALTH CARE
Health care is personal to me, 

just as I know it is for so many 
Granite Staters. I was proud to 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with 
President Obama to pass the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA). As 
President, I will protect and build 
on the ACA – not tear it down. 
My plan gives Americans more 
choice, reduces health care costs, 
and makes our health care system 
less complex to navigate. 

The Affordable Care Act also al-
lowed over 50,000 Granite Staters 
to access treatment for substance 
use disorder and mental health 
care through Medicaid expansion. 
I will protect this access to care 
and expand resources to help fight 
the opioid epidemic.

Whether you’re covered through 
your employer, on your own, or not 
at all – I will give you the choice to 
buy into a public option like Medi-
care. I’ll increase the premium sub-
sidies for people buying insurance 
on the individual market. And, I’m 
going to stand up to the abuse of 
power by prescription drug compa-
nies, starting by allowing Medicare 
to negotiate drug prices. You can 
read my whole plan to build on the 
Affordable Care Act at joebiden.
com/health care.

EDUCATION
I will invest in all our children 

from birth, so regardless of zip 
code, race, parents’ income, or 
disability, they’re prepared to suc-
ceed in tomorrow’s economy. 
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FAST FACTS
NAME

Joseph R. Biden Jr.

AGE
Nov. 20, 1942

77

PROFESSION
Former Vice President of 
the United States, former 

United States Senator

CURRENT 
OCCUPATION

N/A

POLITICAL PARTY
Democrat

RESUME
• Public defender, county 
council member, U.S. 
Senator, vice president of 
the United States.
• Biden studied at the Uni-
versity of Delaware before 
receiving his law degree 
from Syracuse University.
• He became a lawyer in 
1969 and was elected to 
the New Castle County 
Council in 1970. He was 
first elected to the U.S. 
Senate from Delaware in 
1972, when he became 
the sixth-youngest senator 
in American history.
• Biden was re-elected six 
times and was the fourth 
most senior senator when 
he resigned to assume the 
vice presidency in 2009.

Biden wants to expand on Obama-era success
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I will triple Title I funding, 
which goes to schools serving a 
high number of children from 
low-income families. This fund-
ing will first be used to ensure 
teachers at Title I schools are 
paid competitively, three- and 
four-year olds have access to 
pre-school, and districts pro-
vide the same access to rigor-
ous coursework across all their 
schools. I will double the number 
of mental health professionals in 
our schools so our kids get the 
mental health care they need. 
And, I will fully fund the federal 
government’s obligation for the 
Individuals with Disabilities Ed-
ucation Act.

I will provide two years of 
community college or other 
high-quality training program 
without debt for any hard-work-
ing individual. I will make a $50 
billion investment in workforce 
training, including community 
college-business partnerships 
and apprenticeships.

CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change is an existential 

threat – not just to our environ-
ment, but to our health, our com-
munities, our national security, 
and our economic well-being.  

On day one of my presidency, 
I’ll sign a series of executive or-
ders and work with Congress to 
pass legislation that puts us on 
track to achieve a 100% clean-en-
ergy economy and net-zero emis-
sions by 2050. I will make the 
largest investment ever in clean 
energy research and innovation, 
creating 10 million good-pay-
ing jobs along the way. And, I’ll 
stand up to the abuse of power by 
polluters who disproportionately 
harm communities of color and 
low-income communities.

But climate change is a global 
challenge that requires decisive 
action from every country. The 
United States is only responsi-
ble for 15% of global greenhouse 
gas emissions. To mobilize the 
world in addressing this chal-
lenge, I will re-enter the Paris 
Agreement on day one and then 
lead a major diplomatic initiative 
to bring together the nations of 
the world to raise the ambition 
of countries’ climate targets and 

to push our progress further and 
faster. Visit joebiden.com/cli-
mate to read more about my $1.7 
trillion investment in confront-
ing the existential threat that is 
the climate crisis.

BIPARTISANSHIP
I refuse to accept the notion, as 

some do, that we can never get 
to a place where we have coop-
eration again. If that’s the case, 
we’re dead as a country. If any-
one has reason to be angry with 
the Republicans and not want 
to cooperate it’s me, the way 
they’ve attacked me, my son, and 
my family.

But the fact is, we need to be 
able to get things done. Through-

out my career, I’ve seen the 
incredible things that can be 
achieved by working to build 
coalitions and make change 
happen. The Violence Against 
Women Act. The Assault Weap-
ons Ban of 1994. The economic 
recovery of 2009. 

And when we can’t convince 
Republicans to come on board 
and help enact crucial, progres-
sive change, we go out and beat 
them like we did in the 2018 elec-
tion in red states and in purple 
states.

IMMIGRATION
Trump has waged an unrelent-

ing assault on our values and our 
history as a nation of immigrants.

It’s wrong, and it stops when I am 
elected president.

I will immediately reverse 
Trump’s cruel and senseless 
policies that separate parents 
from their children at the bor-
der, and end detrimental asylum 
policies, including the so-called 
Migrant Protection Protocols, 
that have created a humanitari-
an crisis at our border. I will end 
prolonged detention and the use 
of for-profit detention centers, 
investing instead in proven case 
management systems can asy-
lum seekers can live in safety 
and dignity while their case is 
being adjudicated. I will put sig-
nificant political capital into de-
livering long-overdue legislative 

immigration reform to protect 
Dreamers and provide a path-
way to citizenship for 11 million 
undocumented people who have 
been living in and strengthening 
our country for years. 

Finally, I will work to address 
the root causes that are pushing 
people from El Salvador, Guate-
mala, and Honduras to flee their 
homes. I will invest in strength-
ening security, improving eco-
nomic opportunity, and curbing 
corruption in Central America to 
reduce migration to the United 
States. As Vice President, I suc-
cessfully led the diplomatic ini-
tiative to do just that, and I will 
do it again.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
PERSPECTIVE

The 1945 State Legislature 
gave New Hampshire its offi-
cial motto, “Live Free or Die,” 
as World War II approached its 
successful end. Given recent un-
certainty with foreign relations 
and national security, how would 
you work as the next president 
of the United States to afford all 
Americans the ability to live free 
or die? 

Our next president will have to 
clean up the wreckage of Trump’s 
foreign policy, reassure our allies, 
and reassert respected American 
global leadership. There won’t be 
any time to waste. We need some-
one who can command the world 
stage and get to work on day 
one. I won’t need any on-the-job 
training. I have the relationships, 
experience, and deep understand-
ing necessary to repair Trump’s 
damage and rally the free world 
to address the challenges we face 
in this century – including the ex-
istential threat of climate change, 
pandemic diseases like coronavi-
rus, nuclear proliferation, cyber 
attacks, and more. When I am 
president, the United States will 
lead with the power of our exam-
ple, not just the example of our 
power. Diplomacy will be the first 
and most important tool of Amer-
ican foreign policy, and there will 
be no more coddling of dictators.  

I will restore America’s 
standing in the world, bol-
ster the safety and security of 
Americans at home and abroad, 
and ensure Granite Staters can 
“Live Free or Die” without hav-
ing to worry about an unstable 
and irrational president alienat-
ing our allies or tweeting us into 
a major conflict. 

AP photo
Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden gestures at a caucus night campaign rally on in Des Moines, Iowa.
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I’m running for president be-
cause in order to win and in order 
to lead, we need to turn the page on 
the political warfare we have come 
to accept from Washington, D.C and 
show the American people that we 
can do things that have never been 
done before. Donald Trump’s pres-
idency will end one way or another, 
and when it does, we need a presi-
dent who can unite this country 
around a bold vision for the next 
generation. I understand the chal-
lenges our country faces today, and 
I will bring the voices of working 
people in places like New Hamp-
shire to Washington, and start work-
ing on the urgent issues that Donald 
Trump has made worse: fixing an 
economy threatened by corporate 
power and technology that didn’t 
exist a generation ago, tackling the 
global climate emergency, and re-
pairing international alliances to 
take on security threats we couldn’t 
imagine decades ago.

ECONOMY
We need to deliver an economy 

that works for all Americans, not 
just those at the top. And that is 
going to require overcoming chal-
lenges workers face today that 
didn’t even exist a generation ago 
– the gig economy, wage stagnation, 
overwhelming threats from global-
ization and automation, and consol-
idated corporate power. We have to 
confront these new challenges to lift 
wages and provide a path for work-
ing people to get ahead.

As president, I will measure suc-
cess not just by the size of the stock 
market or gross domestic product, 
but by whether working and middle 
class families are succeeding. In the 
United States of America, economic 
gains should be shared by every-
one and everyone should have a 
fair shot at real opportunity. Under 
my administration, we will lift up 
American workers and their wages, 
while equipping both workers and 
employers with the tools they need 

to thrive in a 21st-century economy. 
Let’s make sure that in this coming 
era, the tide continues to rise–and 
truly lifts all boats.  

HEALTH CARE
Getting health care in America is 

too expensive, too complicated, and 
too frustrating. The soaring costs of 
care, the lack of coverage options, 
and the complexity of receiving 
even simple medical care can leave 
us feeling powerless. 

My Medicare for All Who Want It 
plan will create a health care system 
that puts power in the hands of each 
American. Under my plan, we’ll 
provide an affordable, high-quality, 
public insurance alternative for ev-
eryone – no matter their income. I 
trust the American people to make 
their own decisions regarding the 
type of health care that makes the 
most sense for each of us and our 
families.

At the same time, we need a new 

approach to providing mental health 
and addiction care. For years, politi-
cians in Washington have claimed to 
prioritize mental health care while 
slashing funding for treatment and 
ignoring America’s growing addic-
tion and mental health crisis. That 
neglect must end. Our plan breaks 
down the barriers around mental 
health and builds up a sense of be-
longing that will help millions of 
suffering Americans heal.

 
EDUCATION

Too often, access to education is 
predicted by income or zip code. 
And success can be determined 
before a child even sets foot in a 
classroom. Every child in America 
should have access to high quality 
education, and we need to support 
our nation’s teachers for the work 
they do within and outside the class-
room. If we honored our teachers 
a little more like soldiers and paid 
them a little more like doctors, this 
country would be a better place.

At the same time, our economy is 
changing and it’s past time to grow 
the pathways to opportunity in 
America. That starts with making 
public tuition free for 80 percent 
of American families and making 
a historic investment in historically 
Black colleges and universities. But 
opportunities for success shouldn’t 
be limited to those with a college de-
gree. By providing support to those 
who need it most, and not the chil-
dren of millionaires and billionaires, 
my plan also invests in workforce 
development, skills training, and ap-
prenticeship opportunities for those 
Americans who choose not to go to 
college.

CLIMATE CHANGE
The timeline on climate has been 

decided by science – and the right 
time to get to net-zero carbon emis-
sions was yesterday. That is why 
my climate action plan requires 
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FAST FACTS
NAME

Pete Buttigieg

AGE
Jan. 19, 1982

38

PROFESSION
 Consultant

POLITICAL PARTY
Democrat

RESUME
• Afghanistan veteran.
• Worked on the politi-
cal campaigns of Demo-
crats Jill Long Thompson, 
Joe Donnelly and John 
Kerry.
• Served as the 32nd 
mayor of South Bend, In-
diana from January 2012 
to January 2020. He was 
the youngest mayor of a 
city with a population of 
more than 100,000.
• Graduate of Harvard 
College and Oxford Uni-
versity, attending the latter 
on a Rhodes Scholarship.
• Won first prize in the 
John F. Kennedy Presiden-
tial Library and Museum’s 
Profiles in Courage essay 
contest.
• At Oxford, he was 
an editor of the Oxford 
International Review, and 
was a co-founder  and 
member of the Democrat-
ic Renaissance Project.

Buttigieg: Turn the page on political warfare
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net-zero emissions for all new pas-
senger vehicles by 2035 and all 
new heavy-duty vehicles, buses, 
trains, ships, and aircraft by 2040. 
To do that we have to do new things 
because this problem has been ne-
glected for more than a generation. 
We need to recruit and mobilize a 
broad cross section of the country 
– farmers, factory workers, people 
in cities and small towns. We can 
only do this together.

Climate change impacts not only 
our coasts, but also farmers, small 
businesses, homes, and communi-
ties across our country. A farmer 
practicing smart soil management 
in New Hampshire should be as 
much a symbol of combating cli-
mate change as someone driving 
an electric vehicle in Los Angeles. 
My plan ensures that no commu-
nity is left behind as we meet the 
challenge of our time with the ur-
gency and unity it demands.  

BIPARTISANSHIP
At a time when Americans are 

exhausted and cynical, we have 
to rally the American people to 
do things that have never been 
done before. The point of my cam-
paign is we don’t have to choose 
between the status quo over here 
and revolution over there. We 
don’t have to choose between our 
heads and our hearts. We can have 
a bold vision for the future with-
out alienating half the country 
or further dividing our polarized 
nation – and when I travel across 
New Hampshire, people from all 
backgrounds and walks of life 
agree - Democrats, Independents, 
and what I like to call future-for-
mer Republicans. My campaign is 
focused on building a broad coali-
tion where everyone belongs - not 
because we need to do that to beat 
Donald Trump, but because we 
need to do that to lead the era that 
comes next. 

That’s the challenge we face: 
to bring the country together 
around the big ideas that most 
Americans support or risk los-
ing the most important election 
in generations. We can’t give in 
to the temptation to fall back on 
the familiar or the comfortable. 
The only way to win is to chart a 
bold new course, turn the page, 
and give Americans hope that 

we will guide the country to a 
better place.

 
IMMIGRATION

Immigration has always been 
central to the American story, and 
we see that story written in com-
munities large and small across 
our country. That’s why on day 
one of my administration we will 
reverse this president’s cruel and 
counterproductive immigration 
actions that separate families, 
put children in cages and prevent 
them from having basic neces-
sities, and sweep up workers in 
raids while leaving exploitative 
employers unpunished.

But we will do more than sim-

ply end these outrages. We will 
reform a system that has been in 
dire need of reform for decades 
and create an immigration sys-
tem that reflects America’s val-
ues of welcoming and belonging. 
As president, I will make sure we 
have a pathway to citizenship for 
the undocumented who are here. 
We also need to protect DREAM-
ers and clean up the lawful immi-
gration system. People who come 
to this country bring a gift – they 
make this country a better place – 
and we must honor that.

NEW HAMPSHIRE  
PERSPECTIVE

The 1945 State Legislature gave 

New Hampshire its official motto, 
“Live Free or Die,” as World War 
II approached its successful end. 
Given recent uncertainty with 
foreign relations and national se-
curity, how would you work as the 
next president of the United States 
to afford all Americans the ability 
to live free or die?

My judgment is informed by 
the experience of having been on 
a plane headed into a war zone and 
serving my country overseas in 
Afghanistan. I know the gravity of 
the decisions that are made in the 
Situation Room. When you are in 
the military, from the moment you 
raise your right hand to any time 
that you’re sent into theater, you 

have a level of trust and expectation 
that the commanders above you 
know what they’re doing, that they 
are exercising their best judgment. 

My judgment is also informed 
by belonging to that generation 
that has lived through conflicts 
that we were told would be over 
in days or weeks and are con-
tinuing to this day. We are in a 
season of endless war and I have 
been shaped by that experience. 
As President, I would never 
hesitate to use force if it was 
necessary in order to protect 
American lives when there is no 
other option, but as commander 
in chief, I will put an end to end-
less war.

AP photo
Democratic presidential candidate and former South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg visits a campaign office the day of the Iowa Caucus in West Des Moines, Iowa.
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When Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
launched her campaign for pres-
ident on the Mississippi River in 
the middle of a Minnesota blizzard, 
she had a simple and straightfor-
ward message: We need to cross 
the river of our divides to get to a 
higher place in our politics. At a 
time when we have a president who 
wakes up every day thinking about 
how he can divide this country, we 
need someone who is committed to 
changing not just our policies – but 
the tone of our politics, too.

This election is about putting an 
economic check on this president, 
but it is also a values check and a 
decency check on Donald Trump. 
So if you are tired of the noise and 
the nonsense, and you feel stuck 
in the middle of the extremes in 
our politics, then you have a home 
with Sen. Klobuchar. Because she 
doesn’t want to be the president for 
half of America – she wants to be 
the president for all of America.

ECONOMY
Sen. Klobuchar is committed to 

championing economic policies 
that give all Ameicans an opportu-
nity to succeed. That means con-
necting our students and afford-
able education to the jobs of today 
and tomorrow, increasing wag-
es and respecting the dignity of 
work, making health care more af-
fordable, ensuring a secure retire-
ment, investing in our infrastruc-
ture and creating jobs, focusing on 
economic justice and shared pros-
perity, and budgeting responsibly 
for our future. And it means a 
Competitive Agenda for America 
to ensure that America continues 
to be a country that thinks, that 
invents, that makes stuff, and that 
exports to the world. As President, 
Sen. Klobuchar will also cut child 
poverty in half in a decade and 
end it in a generation with policies 
based on a report from the Nation-
al Academies of Sciences. She will 
overhaul our country’s housing 

policy by providing rental assis-
tance to all Americans who qual-
ify and significantly expanding 
the affordable housing supply and 
connecting people to affordable 
housing, invest over $1 trillion to 
rebuild America’s infrastructure, 
invest in our future, and create 
millions of good-paying American 
jobs, and establish a dedicated 
fund to make a down payment to 
tackle the U.S. debt and protect 
our economy.

HEALTH CARE
Sen. Klobuchar strongly supports 

the Affordable Care Act, which she 
voted for in the Senate. She has 
fought the Trump Administration’s 
efforts to dismantle the Affordable 
Care Act and opposes the Trump 
Administration’s efforts to kick 
people with pre-existing conditions 
off of their health insurance. Sen. 
Klobuchar also believes that the 
Affordable Care Act is a beginning, 

not an end, and she supports bring-
ing down the cost of health care for 
everyone by putting a non-profit 
public option in place that allows 
people to buy into affordable health 
insurance coverage through Medi-
care or Medicaid. She will also 
improve the Affordable Care Act 
by helping bring down costs for 
consumers by expanding premium 
subsidies and providing cost-shar-
ing reductions to lower out-of-pock-
et health care costs like copays and 
deductibles. And she will tackle the 
skyrocketing cost of prescription 
drugs, including by lifting the ban 
on Medicare negotiations for pre-
scription drugs, allowing person-
al importation of safe drugs from 
countries like Canada and stopping 
pharmaceutical companies from 
blocking less-expensive generics.

EDUCATION
Sen. Klobuchar believes we 

as a country need to make sure 
all our children can get a great 
education. That means increas-
ing teacher pay and funding for 
our public schools, with a focus 
on investment in areas that need 
it the most. Sen. Klobuchar will 
also work to close the opportuni-
ty gap, fix and update our school 
infrastructure, boost STEM edu-
cation, and create additional new 
school “Progress Partnerships” 
that will allow states to take ag-
gressive action to support our 
students. When it comes to post-
secondary education, Sen. Klo-
buchar believes there are many 
paths to success. As President, 
she will champion tuition-free 
one- and two-year community 
college degrees and technical 
certifications, expand appren-
ticeships, respect the dignity of 
work by paying people a decent 
living wage, and make it easier 
for Americans who need help to 
afford four year degrees. 
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FAST FACTS
NAME

Amy Klobuchar

AGE
May 25, 1960

59

CURRENT OFFICE
 Senior U.S. Sen. from 

Minnesota

POLITICAL PARTY
Democrat

RESUME
• Former intern for Vice 
President and former 
Minnesota Sen. Walter 
Mondale.
• Bachelor of Arts magna 
cum laude in political sci-
ence in 1982 from Yale 
University.
• Former partner at the 
Minnesota law firms Dors-
ey & Whitney and Gray 
Plant Mooty, specializing 
in “regulatory work in 
telecommunications law.”
• Klobuchar was elected 
Hennepin County attorney 
in 1998 and reelected in 
2002 with no opposition.
• According to the 
Center for Effective 
Lawmaking, Klobuchar 
scored “above expec-
tations” with respect to 
how successful she was 
at moving significant 
legislation in the 115th 
Congress (2017–18).

Klobuchar: We need to cross the river of our divides
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She will work to reduce the 
burden of student loans, support 
our Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities, and double 
Pell Grants up to $12,000 a year 
and expand eligibility to families 
making up to $100,000 a year.

CLIMATE CHANGE
Sen. Klobuchar is deeply 

committed to tackling the cli-
mate crisis and believes that 
it is an urgent priority for our 
communities, for our economy 
and for our planet. On day one 
of Sen. Klobuchar’s Presiden-
cy she will get us back into the 
International Climate Change 
Agreement. On day two and day 
three, she will bring back and 
strengthen clean power rules 
and gas mileage standards that 
the Obama Administration put 
into place.  And she will put for-
ward sweeping legislation that 
provides a landmark investment 
in clean-energy jobs and infra-
structure, provides incentives 
for tougher building codes, pro-
motes rural renewable energy 
and development, supports a 
landmark carbon pricing sys-
tem that does not have a regres-
sive impact on Americans, pro-
motes “buy clean” policies, and 
puts our country on a path to 
achieving 100% net-zero emis-
sions no later than 2050. 

BI-PARTISANSHIP 
Sen. Klobuchar wants to be 

President for all of America, not 
just half of America. A key focus 
of Sen. Klobuchar’s campaign is 
bringing people with her and not 
shutting them out. That’s what 
she’s done her entire career, and 
that’s why she has won every 
race, every place, every time – in-
cluding places President Trump 
won by more than 20 points. In 
the Senate, she has a proven re-
cord of finding common ground 
to get things done, passing more 
than 100 bills as the lead Demo-
crat that were signed into law. 
As she says, courage isn’t always 
just standing by yourself giving 
a speech. Courage is whether or 
not you’re willing to stand next to 
someone you don’t always agree 
with for the betterment of this 
country.

IMMIGRATION
Sen. Klobuchar believes that 

immigrants don’t diminish 
America, they are America. She 
stands on the shoulders of im-
migrants and knows that immi-
gration is a key part of moving 
our economy and our country 
forward. She supports a compre-
hensive immigration reform bill 
that includes the DREAM Act, 
border security and an account-
able pathway to earned citizen-
ship. Comprehensive immigra-
tion could reduce the deficit by 
$158 billion over ten years. She 
is committed to stopping the cru-
el and inhumane policy where 
the government is taking kids 

away from their parents. She 
will also shift funding from ICE’s 
enforcement and removal op-
erations to support services for 
children seeking asylum and an-
ti-trafficking programs, increase 
funding for immigration judges 
and support personnel to more 
effectively process cases and re-
assess the current bond system 
for immigration courts.

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
PERSPECTIVE

The 1945 State Legislature 
gave New Hampshire its offi-
cial motto, “Live Free or Die,” 
as World War II approached its 
successful end. Given recent un-

certainty with foreign relations 
and national security, how would 
you work as the next president 
of the United States to afford all 
Americans the ability to live free 
or die?

Sen. Klobuchar believes we 
need an optimistic econom-
ic agenda that creates shared 
prosperity. She also believes we 
need a new commander in chief 
who has stability and under-
stands that the great challenges 
of our time can and should be 
dealt with by using our coun-
try’s advantages, including the 
ingenuity of our talented and 
diverse population, our global 
network of alliances and part-

ners, and our unmatched mili-
tary and diplomatic corps.

Klobuchar knows the United 
States is stronger, safer, and 
more respected in the world 
when we use our power wisely, 
pursue principled diplomacy, 
and remain true to the values 
that have always defined us at 
home and abroad. As President, 
Klobuchar’s foreign policy will 
focus on: renewing American 
leadership, repairing our alli-
ances, rejoining international 
agreements, responding ap-
propriately to the threats and 
challenges that come before 
us, and reasserting American 
values.

AP photo
Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., speaks at a campaign stop at Jethro’s BBQ Steak n’ Chop Ames, Iowa. 
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I’m running for president so that, 
when we are in the White House, the 
movement we build together can 
achieve economic, racial, social and 
environmental justice for all.

HEALTH CARE
Today, more than 30 million 

Americans still don’t have health 
insurance and even more are un-
derinsured. Even for those with 
insurance, costs are so high that 
medical bills are the number 
one cause of bankruptcy in the 
United States. Incredibly, we 
spend significantly more of our 
national GDP on this inadequate 
health care system – far more 
per person than any other major 
country. And despite doing so, 
Americans have worse health 
outcomes and a higher infant 
mortality rate than countries 
that spend much less on health 
care. Our people deserve better.

We should be spending money 
on doctors, nurses, mental health 
specialists, dentists, and other 
professionals who provide ser-
vices to people and improve their 
lives. We must invest in the devel-
opment of new drugs and technol-
ogies that cure disease and allevi-
ate pain – not wasting hundreds of 
billions of dollars a year on prof-
iteering, huge executive compen-
sation packages, and outrageous 
administrative costs.

The giant pharmaceutical and 
health insurance lobbies have 
spent billions of dollars over 
the past decades to ensure that 
their profits come before the 
health of the American people. 
We must defeat them, together. 
That means:

• Joining every other major 
country on Earth and guarantee-
ing health care to all people as 
a right, not a privilege, through 
a Medicare-for-all, single-payer 
program.

And to lower the prices of pre-
scription drugs now, we need to:

• Allow Medicare to negotiate 
with the big drug companies to 
lower prescription drug prices 
with the Medicare Drug Price 
Negotiation Act.

• Allow patients, pharmacists, 
and wholesalers to buy low-cost 
prescription drugs from Canada 
and other industrialized coun-
tries with the Affordable and 
Safe Prescription Drug Impor-
tation Act.

• Cut prescription drug pric-

es in half, with the Prescription 
Drug Price Relief Act, by peg-
ging prices to the median drug 
price in five major countries: 
Canada, the United Kingdom, 
France, Germany and Japan.

CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change is a global 

emergency. The Amazon rain-
forest is burning, Greenland’s 
ice shelf is melting, and the 
Arctic is on fire. People across 

the country and the world are 
already experiencing the dead-
ly consequences of our climate 
crisis, as extreme weather 
events like heat waves, wild-
fires, droughts, floods, and hur-
ricanes upend entire commu-
nities, ecosystems, economies, 
and ways of life, as well as en-
danger millions of lives. Com-
munities of color, working class 
people, and the global poor have 
borne and will bear this burden 
disproportionately.

The scientific community is 
telling us in no uncertain terms 
that we have less than 11 years 
left to transform our energy sys-
tem away from fossil fuels to en-
ergy efficiency and sustainable 
energy, if we are going to leave 
this planet healthy and habit-
able for ourselves, our children, 
grandchildren, and future gen-
erations. As rising temperatures 
and extreme weather create 
health emergencies, drive land 
loss and displacement, destroy 
jobs, and threaten livelihoods, we 
must guarantee health care, hous-
ing, and a good-paying job to ev-
ery American, especially to those 
who have been historically ex-
cluded from economic prosperity.

The scope of the challenge 
ahead of us shares similarities 
with the crisis faced by Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
in the 1940s. Battling a world 
war on two fronts – both in the 
East and the West – the United 
States came together, and within 
three short years restructured 
the entire economy in order to 
win the war and defeat fascism. 
As president, Bernie Sanders 
will boldly embrace the moral 
imperative of addressing the cli-
mate crisis and act immediately 
to mobilize millions of people 
across the country in support of 
the Green New Deal. 
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FAST FACTS
NAME

Bernie Sanders

AGE
September 8, 1941

78

PROFESSION
 N/A

CURRENT 
OCCUPATION

U.S. Senator
from Vermont

POLITICAL PARTY
Independent

RESUME
• Sanders studied at  
Brooklyn College for 
a year in 1959–1960 
before transferring to the 
University of Chicago and 
graduating with a bachelor 
of arts degree in political 
science in 1964.
• Sanders was active in 
the Civil Rights Movement.
• Sanders was the first 
independent elected to 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives (1990) since 
Frazier Reams’s election 
to represent Ohio in the 
1950s.
• In the most expensive 
political campaign in 
Vermont’s history, Sanders 
defeated businessman Rich 
Tarrant by an approximate-
ly 2-to-1 margin in 2006.

Sanders looking to make big impact in D.C.
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From the Oval Office to the 
streets, Bernie will generate 
the political will necessary for 
a wholesale transformation of 
our society, with support for 
frontline and vulnerable com-
munities and massive invest-
ments in sustainable energy, 
energy efficiency, and a trans-
formation of our transporta-
tion system.

We need a president who has 
the courage, the vision, and the 
record to face down the greed 
of fossil fuel executives and 
the billionaire class who stand 
in the way of climate action. 
We need a president who wel-
comes their hatred. Bernie will 
lead our country to enact the 
Green New Deal and bring the 
world together to defeat the 
existential threat of climate 
change.

COLLEGE FOR ALL
Just 30 years ago, tuition and 

fees at a public, four-year univer-
sity totaled $3,360 per year in to-
day’s dollars. That same degree 
today costs more than $10,000 
per year in tuition and fees and 
more than $21,000 per year in-
cluding room and board. Mean-
while, median hourly wages for 
college graduates have risen by 
less than $1 since 2001, when ad-
justed for inflation. The promise 
of higher pay has not material-
ized for recent college gradu-
ates, who have been taking out 
more and more in student loans 
to keep up with the skyrocketing 
cost of tuition. This has led to a 
generation of young people un-
able to start families, buy homes, 
and follow their dreams.

We have failed a generation of 
our young people. What Bernie 
believes is that the American 
people deserve freedom – true 
freedom. You are not truly free 
when you graduate college with 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in student debt. You are 
not truly free when you cannot 
pursue your dream of becom-
ing a teacher, environmentalist, 
journalist or nurse because you 
cannot make enough money 
to cover your monthly student 
loan payments. And you are not 
truly free when the vast major-

ity of good-paying jobs require a 
degree that requires taking out 
tens or hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of debt to obtain.

We are going to end the racial 
and class disparities that persist 
throughout higher education. We 
will close these gaps and ensure 
all Americans, no matter their 
race, income, zip code, or im-
migration status receive a high 
quality education.

Not only will we guarantee 
the right to a good, public educa-
tion for all – from childcare and 
pre-kindergarten through col-
lege – we will free generations of 
Americans from the outrageous 
burden of student loans by can-
celing all existing student debt. 
When we are in the White House, 
we will:

• Make public colleges, univer-
sities and trade schools free for 
all.

Attending some of the best 
public colleges and universities 
was essentially free for students 
50 years ago. Now, students are 
forced to pay upwards of $21,000 
each year to attend those same 
schools.

Every young person, regard-
less of their family income, the 

color of their skin, disability, or 
immigration status should have 
the opportunity to attend college.

When Bernie is in the White 
House, he will:

• Pass the College for All Act 
to provide at least $48 billion per 
year to eliminate tuition and fees 
at four-year public colleges and 
universities, tribal colleges, com-
munity colleges, trade schools, 
and apprenticeship programs. 
Everyone deserves the right to 
a good higher education if they 
choose to pursue it, no matter 
their income.

Today in our country, 45 mil-
lion people hold some $1.6 tril-
lion in student debt. The average 
college student in the U.S. grad-
uates with close to $30,000 in 
student loans and one in six col-
lege students will be stuck with 
over $50,000 in student loan debt 
after graduation. The reality we 
face is that more than half of stu-
dents who enroll in college don’t 
complete a degree. Millions are 
leaving school with no degree 
and thousands of dollars in debt. 
Nearly forty percent of college 
students would consider drop-
ping out to avoid incurring more 
student loan debt. And this isn’t 

a crisis just for young students 
and graduates. More than three 
million older Americans still 
have student loan debt, and thou-
sands are currently having their 
Social Security checks garnished 
to pay them off. Bernie believes 
this is an unacceptable and un-
tenable situation.

Almost two-thirds of all stu-
dent debt – nearly $929 billion 
as of 2019 – in the U.S. is held 
by women. One-third of Lati-
no borrowers do not complete 
their degrees, compared to only 
one-fourth of white borrowers. 
35 percent of Latino student 
loan borrowers who started col-
lege in 2003-2004 defaulted on 
their loans, compared to only 
20 percent of white borrowers. 
Black students take out loans at 
a higher rate to pay for school, 
graduate with more student 
debt than white counterparts 
and, because of income dispar-
ities, take longer to pay it off 
while paying more interest. 
This proposal would cut the 
racial wealth gap for young 
Americans by more than half –  
from 12:1 to 5:1. Bernie believes 
our country is morally bound to 
close the racial wealth divide. 

In order to do that we are going 
to cancel all student debt.

Seventy-three percent of the 
benefits of canceling all stu-
dent debt will go to the bottom 
80 percent of Americans, who 
are making less than $127,000 a 
year. President Trump’s tax cuts 
for the wealthy and big corpora-
tions cost more than $2 trillion, 
83 percent of which will end up 
going to the top 1 percent. Ber-
nie believes that money would be 
better spent on freeing millions 
of hardworking people from the 
burden of student debt, boosting 
the economy by $1 trillion over 
the next ten years, and creating 
up to 1.5 million new jobs every 
year. By canceling student debt, 
we will save the average student 
loan borrower around $3,000 a 
year in student loan payments. 
That money will be freed up to 
spend on everything from hous-
ing to starting a business.

HOUSING FOR ALL
For more than 40 years, we 

have had an affordable housing 
crisis in America that has only 
gotten worse.

In America today, over 18 mil-
lion families are paying more 
than 50 percent of their income 
on housing, while last year alone 
the five largest banks on Wall 
Street made a record-breaking 
$111 billion in profits.

How are families in Amer-
ica supposed to pay for food, 
transportation, health care, 
prescription drugs, education, 
and childcare when over half of 
their income is going to pay the 
rent or the mortgage? The sad 
and painful reality is that many 
of them cannot, and millions 
of Americans are going deep-
ly into debt just to make ends 
meet.

In America today, there is vir-
tually no city or town where a 
full-time minimum wage work-
er can afford a decent, two-bed-
room apartment. Meanwhile, 
the top 25 hedge fund managers 
in America made an average of 
$850 million apiece last year.

In America today, over half a 
million people will be sleeping 
out on the streets or in homeless 
shelters because they don’t have 
the money to put a roof over their 
heads. Meanwhile, large, profit-
able corporations like Amazon, 
which is owned by the wealthiest 
person in the world, pay nothing 
in federal income taxes.

AP photo
Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks to supporters at a caucus-night campaign rally in Des Moines, Iowa.
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Republicans. Democrats. It 
doesn’t seem to matter. For too 
many years, the politicians in Wash-
ington, D.C., have borrowed and 
spent with absolutely no regard for 
anyone’s future but their own. They 
doubled the national debt under a 
Republican president and doubled 
it again under a Democrat. Their 
attitude: The heck with our children 
or grandchildren. All we care about 
is getting reelected.

Regardless of party, the politi-
cians have perpetuated wars for 
so long that we don’t remember 
what we’re fighting for. Immigra-
tion, health care, climate change. 
Republicans and Democrats alike 
have been so busy yelling at one 
another on cable news that the no-
tion of actually solving problems 
seems to have been forgotten.

That’s why I’m running for 
President. America deserves bet-
ter. New Hampshire deserves bet-
ter, and yes, voters deserve better 
choices in November.

As governor of Massachusetts, 
I cut taxes 21 times. I dramati-
cally reduced the size and cost 
of government while improving 
services and outcomes. I proved 
that protecting and conserving 
natural resources can be done 
without simply throwing money 
and freedom away. Working with 
a Democrat-controlled legisla-
ture, I took a state that was in se-
rious trouble and put it back on 
its feet. 

I frequently call myself a New 
England Republican, and do so 
proudly. Less government, more 
freedom. Civility, not division. 
Problem solving, not politics. In-
tegrity, not embarrassment.

Whether you are a Republican 
or an independent voter, you have 
a chance on Feb. 11 to begin the 
process of giving America a better 
choice in November.  

ECONOMY
As governor of Massachusetts, I 

cut taxes 21 times, reduced the size 
of government and balanced the 
budget. Unemployment dropped 
and the state rose from the bottom 
of the economic heap to become 
one of New England’s strongest. I 
didn’t create that prosperity. Rath-
er, I fought to get government out 
of the way. 

To many, the U.S. economy 
seems to be OK. But...There are 
very real threats to our “pros-
perity” that the politicians are 

perfectly content to ignore, as 
long as their reelections aren’t 
threatened.

Donald Trump is presiding 
over the nation’s first trillion-dol-
lar annual federal deficits. That’s 
a TRILLION dollars each year 
that we are borrowing or print-
ing. Americans know we cannot 
spend our way to prosperity, but 
the president and Congress seem 
determined to try.

Likewise, no one wins a trade 

war. Yet, trade wars are exactly 
what we have, and ultimately, all 
of us will pay the price. America’s 
strength lies in economic freedom 
and robust markets. Government 
doesn’t create those things. Rather, 
it is government’s role to allow the 
private sector to grow and prosper. 

Just as in Massachusetts, that 
is the approach I would take to 
Washington, D.C.

HEALTH CARE
Health care works best when we 

have the right kind of capitalism – 
the kind that produces more indi-
vidual consumer choices for both 
costs and coverages, and more 
competition that drives prices 
down.

I am not an absolutist or a parti-
san when it comes to health care: I 
believe we should do what works 
for the American people, regard-
less of whose idea it is. For exam-
ple, as President, I can guarantee 
to each and every American that 
I will not take away the insurance 
they currently have, whether it is 
through private insurance or the 
insurance which the Affordable 
Care Act made possible. 

We must require transparen-
cy in prices and eliminate regu-
lations that reduce competition 
among insurers. We need to get 
rid of regulations that eliminate 
low-cost health insurance plans. 
Some people simply want to pay 
less, and there’s nothing wrong 
with that. 

And of course, a major source 
of health care expense for mil-
lions of Americans lies not in 
treatment but in prescription 
drugs. From reforming the FDA’s 
approval processes and anti-com-
petitive patents to the way we ne-
gotiate drug prices under Medi-
care, there is much we can and 
must do to make prescription 
drugs more affordable.
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FAST FACTS
NAME
Bill Weld

AGE
July 31, 1945

74

PROFESSION
 Law

CURRENT 
OCCUPATION

Attorney

POLITICAL PARTY
Republican

RESUME
• Former two-term  
governor of Massachusetts.
• Served in President 
Ronald Reagan’s Justice 
Department, first as the 
United States Attorney for 
Massachusetts and then 
as Assistant U.S. Attorney 
General in charge of the 
Criminal Division.
• Participated in the 
Watergate impeachment 
inquiry as a staff member 
on the U.S. House Judicia-
ry Committee.
• Served as national co-
chair of the U.S. Privat-
ization Council & of U.S. 
Term Limits.
• Active member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations 
and served for five years as 
a member of the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Council.

Weld: Problem-solving, not politics as usual
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EDUCATION
Elementary and secondary 

education is primarily a matter 
for states and localities. Federal 
intervention should be minimal.

However, as governor, I devot-
ed a great deal of time and ener-
gy to education. Accountability 
matters, and we put it in place.

The result was that Massachu-
setts, which had ranked below 
the top half in state rankings 
(26th, 27th or 28th), advanced to 
the number one position among 
the states in reading and math 
and has held that position for 25 
years.

Likewise, I am a proponent of 
charter schools, school choice 
and other opportunities for com-
petition and innovation to take 
hold in education. 

Innovation must extend to 
higher education as well. Our 
economy and job market is 
changing rapidly, and training 
must not just keep pace, but stay 
ahead of those changes. And that 
should include helping to fund 
training for workers being dis-
placed by technology and the 
“new” economy.

Finally, no discussion of edu-
cation can overlook student debt. 
As president, I will immediately 
review federal student loan prac-
tices to eliminate what is essen-
tially predatory lending.  I will 
work to implement responsible 
forgiveness opportunities, such 
as public service. We must stop 
leading our young people into in-
debtedness that can ruin lives. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change presents an 

existential threat to our planet. 
While acting on climate change 
is a moral obligation, the means 
and methods by which we take 
those actions must be relentless-
ly rational.

Just as the overwhelming 
majority of physical and earth 
scientists agree on the causes 
of climate change, so do polit-
ical and economic scientists 
agree on the proper approach 
to public policy, for reasons of 
economic efficiency and envi-
ronmental effectiveness.

As president, I will immediate-
ly act to ensure the U.S. rejoins 

the Paris Accord, and submit 
plans to reduce U.S. emissions 
by 39% - 46%, below 2005 levels, 
by 2025.

I will also submit to Congress 
legislation establishing an econ-
omy-wide carbon price, to be 
offset with repeal of the federal 
gas tax, savings from regulatory 
reform and elimination of waste-
ful subsidies. Proceeds will pro-
vide payroll tax relief for lower 
income families.

Reducing carbon emissions as 
quickly as is necessary requires a 
rational transition to carbon-free 
energy production. In addition to 

maintaining and expanding the 
use of renewables, we will con-
tinue to rely upon nuclear power, 
as well as less carbon-intensive 
fuels such as natural gas.

BIPARTISANSHIP
Bipartisanship isn’t actually 

difficult. I governed as a Republi-
can in a state and legislature that 
was overwhelmingly Democrat 
and managed to be rated as one 
of the most fiscally conservative 
governors in the nation.

Working across party lines is 
a simple matter of respect, ci-
vility and a willingness to listen. 

When an elected official focuses 
on solutions and progress, rather 
than partisanship and being re-
elected, the work gets done and 
the people are served.

This simple, and very Ameri-
can, concept has been lost in the 
Nation’s Capital.  As president, 
as I did as governor, I will do my 
part to restore the bipartisanship 
that is today so sorely lacking.

IMMIGRATION
I celebrate that America has 

always been a melting pot. No 
matter the era, our nation has 
always been best defined by 

those who are willing to risk ev-
erything to come in search of 
the American Dream. There will 
be no chants of “Send her back” 
when I am president. 

Rather, I will streamline our 
system so that more people 
can quickly and easily enter 
our country and begin contrib-
uting to our communities and 
economy. I will greatly expand 
the work visa program, stop 
mass deportations, and simpli-
fy the immigration adjudica-
tion process.

Obviously, a sovereign nation 
must control its borders. But 
instead of political sound bites 
and campaign promises, my ap-
proach to border security will be 
humane, effective and consistent 
with who we are as Americans.

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
PERSPECTIVE

The 1945 State Legislature 
gave New Hampshire its offi-
cial motto, “Live Free or Die,” 
as World War II approached its 
successful end. Given recent un-
certainty with foreign relations 
and national security, how would 
you work as the next president 
of the United States to afford all 
Americans the ability to live free 
or die?

The fundamental role of gov-
ernment is to protect and pre-
serve our freedoms. “Live Free 
or Die” is not just a slogan – it’s 
a reminder of that most basic 
responsibility. And our Consti-
tution places that responsibility 
squarely on the shoulders of the 
president.

A strong America is a free 
America. A strong military? Of 
course. But ensuring our free-
dom in this complex and danger-
ous world requires much more. 
Our reputation as a reliable, 
stable ally has suffered great 
damage under our current lead-
ership. As president, I will work 
quickly and rationally to restore 
the relationships that are so key 
to our security not just at home, 
but across the globe.

My military leaders are diplo-
mats will not have to check my 
Twitter feed each morning to get 
their marching orders. Mine will 
be and Administration who un-
derstands that our security de-
pends upon a predictable, stable, 
and coherent foreign policy – a 
policy that is relentless in its fo-
cus on restoring our strength and 
protecting our freedoms.

AP photo
Republican presidential candidate and former Massachusetts Gov. Bill Weld speaks during a candidates forum at the 110th NAACP 
National Convention in Detroit.

Weld
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I’m Matt Matern, an entrepre-
neur and attorney from California. 
I’ve spent my career advocating for 
working families and supporting 
efforts in the community that serve 
the homeless and protect our envi-
ronment.  I’m running to raise my 
voice in protest against a divisive 
President who is leading us in the 
wrong direction, and to give the vot-
ers of the Granite State the chance 
to vote for a Republican candidate 
they can be proud of.  

New Hampshire voters deserve 
a President who will keep his word 
and deliver on his promises. We 
were promised budget deficits 
would be eliminated, but the deficit 
has increased every year over the 
past three years, and last year was 
over $1 trillion. The national debt is 
$23 trillion and growing. We have 
failed to address the serious threat 
of climate change.

We need to cut taxes and empow-
er working Americans and the mid-
dle class to spur our economy by al-
lowing our citizens to keep more of 
the money they have earned. Limit-
ed government begins with limited 
taxation, and under my “Live Free 
Tax Plan” the first $50,000 earned 
by individuals and the first $100,000 
earned by American families would 
be free from federal income tax.

A President should ensure the 
state of our union remains strong 
and our traditions of democracy 
are protected. We deserve a Pres-
ident who reflects our values and 
will unite and inspire us, rather than 
divide us.  Visit www.Matern2020.
com to learn more. I would be hon-
ored to earn your vote.

ECONOMY
As governor of Massachusetts, 

I cut taxes 21 times, reduced the 
size of governmenWhile the U.S. 
unemployment rate is low, the re-
ality is middle class Americans are 
struggling to pay their bills.   I will 
look for ways to reduce the amount 
of taxes owed by hard-working, 

middle-class families.  To that end, 
I propose a phasing out of income 
taxes for families making less 
than $100,000 per year.

Middle class families face nu-
merous obstacles already.  Dealing 
with an unfair tax system shouldn’t 
be one of them.  We should close 
all income tax loopholes for fam-
ilies earning $1,000,000 or more 
per year.

This reform of the tax code 
will provide tax fairness to all 

Americans, and the extra money 
being spent on immediate neces-
sities will boost the local econo-
my..   Simplifying the tax code 
will  reduce the amount of tax 
paperwork Americans will have 
to prepare and submit each year.  
A resulting benefit of my simpler 
tax code will be the reduction 
of  the size of the IRS teams that 
audit taxes and this smaller gov-
ernment will also provide cost 
savings to the public. 

HEALTH CARE
President Trump promised 

great healthcare plans that would 
insure everyone, and yet, accord-
ing to last year’s Census figures, 
27.5 million Americans are unin-
sured, including 4.3 million chil-
dren, and tens of millions more 
have inadequate health coverage 
or lack access to quality care.

I believe that a focus on preven-
tion and cures, rather than just 
treatment, will reduce health care 
costs. I support common-sense 
health care reforms that will in-
centivize and reward people for 
making healthy lifestyle choices. 

Exercise and healthy food can 
prevent and cure many diseases 
brought about an unhealthy life-
style.  For instance, over 30 million 
Americans have Type 2 Diabetes, 
which can be treated to a great de-
gree with a healthy diet and regu-
lar exercise.

Very few politicians address 
the fact that many of the dis-
eases Americans face can be 
addressed with education about 
and execution of healthy lifestyle 
choices.  We are not going to be 
able to hospitalize our way out 
of our current health challeng-
es.  Education and prevention 
will not only improve our popu-
lation’s health outcomes but also 
uplift the quality of life of our 
citizens.  Diseases like diabetes 
cost our government billions of 
healthcare dollars annually and 
they wreak havoc on the bod-
ies and minds of our citizens.  I 
propose a government that can 
develop policies that incentiv-
ize and support exercise, stress 
management,  and good nutrition 
in all our communities, rich and 
poor.  In this manner we will have 
created a future that brings im-
measurable benefit to our health-
ier citizens and our more fiscally 
sound government.

FAST FACTS
NAME

Matthew John Matern

AGE
Feb. 10, 1965

54

PROFESSION
 Attorney

CURRENT 
OCCUPATION

Attorney and Entrepreneur 

POLITICAL PARTY
Republican

RESUME
• Matt’s legal team focuses 
on defending the legal 
rights of employees as well 
as addressing environ-
mental issues that impact 
communities.  His team has 
worked with tens of thou-
sands of citizens in need.  
Matt’s charitable foun-
dation, The Satyagraha 
Alliance, supports Southern 
California charities that ad-
dress homelessness, food 
insecurity, and environmen-
tal conservation.

Matern an advocate for families, communities
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EDUCATION
Our nation is robust when our 

citizens are educated in areas 
that align with their unique inter-
ests and aptitudes.  Our society 
is complex and needs skilled and 
committed workers in a multi-
tude of industries.  

The time has come to examine 
why America is lagging behind 
in global measures of education.  
The feedback we can get from 
our committed teachers as well 
as students and their parents 
may suggest that we need to dis-
rupt grade school education.   For 
instance, as the world becomes 
increasingly technological in na-
ture, I believe that computer sci-
ence should be taught to all kids, 
starting in elementary school.  
Also, the ways to create a health-
ier citizen begins in grade school 
as does the need to equip our 
children with the civic education 
needed to become thoughtful and 
informed citizens.

The issue of college education 
has been much debated this sea-
son with many Democrats calling 
for free college for all.  I believe 
we as a society must address the 
role of college versus vocational 
education.  Currently, many col-
lege graduates find that suitable 
employment is hard to find while 
our country is facing shortages 
in the labor force in the building 
trades, healthcare, and technolo-
gy arenas.  Good strategic plan-
ning at all levels of government 
can close the gap between our 
country’s labor needs and the edu-
cation that skills and trains future 
generations of working citizens.

CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change is a real threat 

to Americans all over the U.S., 
from unprecedented floods in 
the Midwest, flooding in Florida 
and fires in California.  Quixoti-
cally and dangerously, President  
Trump says climate change is 
a hoax even though 13 Federal 
agencies in 2018 disagreed with 
him as did the National Intelli-
gence Assessment in 2019.

The time has come for the U.S. 
Government to address climate 
change issues head on, both do-
mestically and internationally.

On the domestic front, I be-

lieve we should encourage great-
er fuel and energy efficiency 
to reduce the amount of green-
house gases we emit.  I propose 
decreasing emissions by 3% per 
year, an incremental approach 
that will ease our citizens into 
the necessary change.  When I’m 
elected President, I will invest in 
clean energy that will both save 
our planet and end our depen-
dence on the oil provided to us by 
people who seek to harm us.  

Much of climate change is 
generated by poor environmen-
tal regulation in large countries 
outside of the United States of 
America.   President Trump 
failed to seize opportunities to 
set  goals to protect American 
workers from Chinese compa-
nies that produce products that 
don’t meet the environmental 
standards that U.S. manufactur-
ers have to meet.  I favor negoti-
ating a trade deal with China and 
other countries  to both prevent 
U.S. manufacturing jobs from 
being outsourced to the world’s 
largest polluters and to encour-
age companies in China and 
around the world that seek to do 
business with us to clean up their 
environmental act.

BIPARTISANSHIP
Our current President has 

played into a divisive and par-

tisan dynamic by encouraging 
citizens to point fingers at immi-
grants as the cause of our coun-
try’s problems.  The Democrats 
have used an equally divisive 
rhetoric of blaming capitalism 
for the woes of the world when 
the reality is that capitalism has 
improved the economies of na-
tions and the lifestyle of citizens 
across the world.

Instead of conservatives and 
liberals sharing conversations 
about the values they cherish in 
their hearts, we have become a 
polarized nation that dehuman-
izes, demonizes, and chastises 
people that have different val-
ues.  There is room in our na-
tion’s governance for more kind-
ness, compassion, and curiosity 
about our differences in beliefs, 
attitudes, experiences, and our 
uniquely cherished hopes for the 
future.

The time has come for us, as a 
nation, to join hands across party 
lines  and become problem solv-
ers rather than partisan warriors 
grappling over power.  Issues 
like the deficit, taxes, health 
care, education, and climate 
change all require thoughtful 
minds from both aisles to gather, 
debate, share best practices, and 
be innovative in finding the best 
solutions for the many slings and 
arrows of life that target the dai-

ly life of our citizens.  
We need to do the work of 

building bridges.  The way for-
ward in my vision for America, 
is that we invite everyone to a 
round table of discussion and 
deliberation, where all belong as 
equals, with only one outcome in 
mind:  the welfare of our citizens 
and the common good.

IMMIGRATION
We are a country of laws. The 

first steps of immigrants into the 
U.S. should be legal ones. It is an 
unfortunate fact that immigrants 
who enter our nation illegally are 
subject to exploitation and less 
likely to be fully integrated and 
contributing members of our 
communities.

We are also a country of com-
passion. Dreamers shouldn’t be 
sent back to a country they nev-
er knew. They came across the 
border as children at no fault of 
their own. They went to school 
here. They are our neighbors. 
They follow our laws. Many of 
them served in the military and 
some died protecting this coun-
try.  They should be granted a 
5-year residency and a pathway 
to citizenship.

Finally, as our baby boomer 
population ages, the reality we 
face is similar to that of Japan 
and many European nations.  Our 

birth rates have fallen.  We need 
a steady flow of immigration to 
take care of our society’s labor 
shortages, skilled and unskilled.  
We must examine and accelerate 
legal immigration processes to 
better serve our farms, our hos-
pitals, and our corporations.

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
PERSPECTIVE

The 1945 State Legislature gave 
New Hampshire its official motto, 
“Live Free or Die,” as World War 
II approached its successful end. 
Given recent uncertainty with 
foreign relations and national 
security, how would you work as 
the next president of the United 
States to afford all Americans the 
ability to live free or die? 

The Granite State’s motto re-
flects proud traditions of indepen-
dent-mindedness, self-reliance, 
and self-governance.   Our Pres-
ident’s divisiveness, self-cen-
teredness, and mercurial dispo-
sition clash with these traditions 
that  have fostered democracy, 
national unity, and common de-
cency for generations.  His pol-
icies are undermining national 
security and putting citizens and 
servicemen and women at risk. 
Totalitarian leaders have been 
embraced.  International allies 
and treaties regarding nuclear 
proliferation and climate change 
are rejected. The federal govern-
ment’s spending and expansion 
of debt over the past three years 
will undermine freedom and op-
portunity for all Americans for 
years to come.  

In conversations with Gran-
ite Staters,  I heard common 
themes.  They are tired of the 
President’s divisive rhetoric and 
toxic tweets, troubled by his lack 
of character, bothered by his 
broken promises, and worried 
about the America they are leav-
ing for their children and grand-
children. They feel the Party of 
Abraham Lincoln has abandoned  
values it once held, and needs 
to be guided back to principles 
of compassionate conservatism 
and its legacy of defending civil 
rights, protecting the environ-
ment, fiscal discipline, and per-
sonal responsibility.

To truly “Live Free or Die,” we 
need to move beyond Trumpian 
partisan rancor and divisive-
ness.  Granite State voters have 
the opportunity and obligation to 
send a message of no confidence 
to this President.

MATTHEW MATERN

Matern
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