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THIS RENDERING SHOWS THE HOUSING PORTION OF DOUGLAS 
COUNTY’S BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CAMPUS. AT LEFT IS THE 
TRANSITIONAL GROUP HOME, AND AT RIGHT ARE THE LONG-
TERM HOUSING UNITS KNOWN AS THE COTTAGES.

T
he Lawrence and 
Douglas County com-
munity will soon have 
a housing campus 
dedicated to serving 
those with mental 

health and substance abuse 
disorders.

However, a funding gap 
for the multimillion-dollar 
construction project is not 
yet resolved and could end 
up being the financial re-
sponsibility of the county 
government. The gap has 
emerged after the project 
failed to win a $360,000 
federal grant that had been 
counted on to help finance 
the project. 

“I feel comfortable that 
we have a plan moving for-
ward, but there is a chance 
the county’s overall contri-
bution to the project could 
grow substantially,” Douglas 
County Administrator Sarah 
Plinsky told the County 
Commission recently.

Local county, health and 
housing officials on Friday 
celebrated the kickoff of 
construction for the Treat-
ment and Recovery Campus 
of Douglas County, which 
will be located in the 1000 
block of West Second Street, 
just north of the Bert Nash 
Community Mental Health 
Center.

Douglas County Com-
mission Chair Michelle 

Derusseau said during the 
ceremony that the campus 
— which will eventually 
include a crisis center and 
two housing complexes 

— will help the recovery 
of individuals who suffer 
from behavioral health is-
sues by providing them 
safe housing.

“Without a safe and sup-
portive place to live, the 
cards are stacked against 
those in recovery,” Derus-
seau said, noting the housing 
component of the campus 
was added to the county’s 
plan to build a crisis cen-
ter. “The crisis center has 
evolved into a full-service 
campus that will save lives.”
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3 shot at 
sports bar, 
including 
suspect, 

police say

Lawrence police are inves-
tigating a shooting that oc-
curred early Sunday morning 
at Playerz Sports Bar and re-
sulted in multiple injuries.

Officers were called to the bar, 
1910 Haskell Ave., around 2 a.m. 

Sunday after 
a shooting 
took place in 
the bar’s park-
ing lot, police 
said in a news 
release. 

Emergency 
radio traffic 
m o n i t o r e d 

by the Journal-World and its 
partner Operation 100 News 
indicated that two people 
were shot and both left the 
area before officers arrived.

Staff Report
news@ljworld.com

Police HQ 
spending 

could grow 
by $1M

City leaders will soon de-
cide whether to spend another 
$1 million on the police de-

partment’s new 
headquarters in 
west Lawrence. 

As part of 
its meeting 
Tuesday, the 
Lawrence City 
C o m m i s s i o n 
will consider 
spending an 

additional $1 million to add 
three more police functions at 
the headquarters, bringing the 
total project budget to $19.5 
million. As is, the first phase 
of the project includes a sig-
nificant amount of “shelled” 

By Rochelle Valverde
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City to consider 
filling shell space 

in the building
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Construction to start soon 
on mental health campus
But county might have to fill gap in funding
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LOCAL LEADERS POSE FOR A PHOTO AT THE CEREMONIAL GROUNDBREAKING OF THE COUNTY’S NEW 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CAMPUS ON FRIDAY. Pictured, from left, are Bob Tryanski, Douglas County 
director of behavioral health projects; Shannon Oury, executive director of Lawrence-Douglas County 
Housing Authority; Patrick Schmitz, CEO of Bert Nash Community Mental Health Center; and 
County Commissioner members Nancy Thellman, Patrick Kelly and Michelle Derusseau.
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‘‘The crisis center has evolved into a full-service 
campus that will save lives.”
— Douglas County Commission Chair Michelle Derusseau
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A SPECIAL THANK
YOU TOOUR LOCAL

VETERANS FOR
YOUR SERVICE!
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