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Chamber sets priorities,
focus through 2021
The Chamber finalized its strategic

priorities through 2021 after a thor-
ough process, involving the Board of
Directors and staff members.
As the President and CEO, it’s im-

portant to have goals to work toward
so we can continue to improve in serv-
ing the Lawrence business commu-
nity.
The priorities include four focus ar-

eas: strategic economic development,
effective advocacy, business engage-
ment and visionary leadership. While
lofty, The Chamber’s dedication to
Lawrence, its businesses, and its citi-
zens drives us to aim high and work
hard.
When it comes to strategic econom-

ic development, the focus includes de-
veloping a strong workforce, growing
and sustaining job opportunities and
fostering an entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem. Partners like Peaslee Tech and
the Bioscience and Technology Busi-
ness Center are vital to our economic
development efforts.
The Chamber is the voice of the

business community, and through
effective advocacy, we want to build
trustworthy relationships and increase
our community impact.
For our members, The Chamber

will develop the value of member-
ship, enhance its events, programs and
services, and communicate effectively
to engage businesses.
And finally, a focus on visionary

leadership includes being a commu-
nity convener, cultivating voluntary
leadership through Leadership Law-
rence and serving as thought leaders
on critical regional issues.
A lot of what we do depends on

the community in which we live. We
are an organization working for Law-
rence, in Lawrence, with Lawrencians.
We want Lawrence to thrive and be
known at a regional and national level
for its innovative approach to partner-
ships, entrepreneurship, workforce
development, and leadership.

Support from our local partners in-
cluding the City of Lawrence, Douglas
County and the University of Kansas,
increases our leverage and effective-
ness. Take the time to learn about The
Chamber, what we do and how we do
it. Check out our website. Let us help
you with a problem you are facing at
your business. Engage as a member.
Use our business expertise and data
to answer questions. Stop by and grab
some business magazines. Come to
our events.
Share your thoughts about Law-

rence with us. We are here to listen.
See our entire strategic plan at law-
rencechamber.com/strategicplan.

We want Lawrence to
thrive and be known at
a regional and national

level for its innovative approach
to partnerships, entrepreneur-
ship, workforce development and
leadership.
— Bonnie Lowe, President & CEO, The Chamber

By Bonnie Lowe
President & CEO, The Chamber

Growing Lawrence technology company uses
DNA to ensure food chain traceability

Lawrence is located in the
middle of the Kansas City
Animal Health Corridor, the
largest concentration of ani-
mal health companies in the
world. IdentiGEN, whose
U.S. operations are based in
the Bioscience and Technol-
ogy Business Center at the
University of Kansas, uses
DNA technology to trace
meat and seafood back to the
individual animal of origin.

This spring, the company
announced a collaboration
with Tyson Fresh Meats, uti-
lizing IdentiGEN’s signature
DNA TraceBack® system
for cattle raised for Tyson’s
Open Prairie Natural Angus
Beef.
“Our DNA TraceBack®

program is the most advanced
meat traceability system avail-
able and uses nature’s barcode
to link meat from the point of
sale back to the source,” said
Kent Partida,

the vice president of North
American business develop-
ment for IdentiGEN. “It will
enable retail and food service
customers of Open Prairie
beef to confidently share their
traceability story with shop-
pers.”
Several years ago, the

BTBC and IdentiGEN began
discussions about moving the
company into BTBC’s cur-
rent building on KU’s West
Campus. With help from the
BTBC’s stakeholders, includ-
ing the City of Lawrence,
Douglas County, KU and
The Chamber, IdentiGEN
remained in Lawrence and is

the first company commit-
ted to expanding into the BT-
BC’s Phase III building, set to
break ground this fall.
“We have an international

company putting roots down
in Lawrence, Kansas,” said
G.R. Underwood, president
of the BTBC. “They see the
value in being close to the uni-
versity. They see the value of
being in a great community,
and they see the value in be-
ing an anchor in an emerging
research and business park in
our city.”
IdentiGEN says its DNA

TraceBack® technology is
the world’s most advanced

food traceability system, pro-
viding a level of trust to con-
sumers in what they are eat-
ing, where it is from and how
it was reared.
While beef was the start-

ing point, the company now
serves a wider international
animal protein market with
multiple DNA-based solu-
tions that ensure the integrity,
safety and origin of meat and
seafood.
“It’s great to see that our

technology can benefit an
entire industry,” said Ciaran
Meghen, the founder and
executive director. “That’s
very satisfying, as it is built on
many years of experience and
hard work.”
Meghen says the Midwest-

ern location of the BTBC is
ideal for the company and its
future growth because of the
cattle industry and KU. “We
can attract talented KU bio-
science graduates to work in
our labs and we can partici-
pate in KU research and edu-
cational programs,” he said.

By Lindsey Slater
Communications Director

IdentiGEN sees the benefit of
being in a great community,
and they see the value in being

an anchor in an emerging research and
business park in our city.”
— G.R. Underwood, President, Bioscience &

Technology Business Center
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Chamber supports eco-
nomic development at all
levels. The Chamber is the
administrator for the local
Metropolitan E-Community
Program, a gap funding pro-
gram for small businesses.
The Chamber also led the
efforts to create and grow
Peaslee Tech, supports the
Bioscience Technology &
Business Center on KU’s
West Campus, and shares
an office with the KU Small
Business Development
Center.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Taste of Lawrence
Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Meadowbrook Apt. Commons
Tickets: lawrencechamber.com
Douglas County Educators: $10
Chamber Members: $20
General Public: $30

Schmooza Palooza
Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
SpringHill Suites
Who says networking can’t be
fun? Join us for this great event
- free and open to the public - to
learn about local businesses!

WHY THE CHAMBER?

The Chamber has been an
anchor to the development of
our small business. By being
involved and staying involved
with The Chamber and the
Lawrence community, not only
has Express gained new busi-
ness, but we have met won-
derful life long colleagues and
friends!

- Kate Blocker,
Express Employment
Professionals
www.expresspros.com/lawrenceks

  News  and  informat ion  f rom The  Chamber  •  Monday ,  August  26 ,  2019


