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BIRTHS

Abduljabbar and Azizah 
Alshehri, Lawrence, a boy, 
Saturday.

Cortney Croft and Sean 
Boman, Lawrence, a boy, 
Sunday.

Tayler and Casey Atkins, 
Topeka, a girl, Sunday.

Andrea and Kevin Skow, 
Lawrence, a girl, Monday.

Daphne and Austin 
Reynolds, Leavenworth, a 
boy, Monday.
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She’s doubled the size 
and budget of the nonprof-
it organization but says it’s 
still not enough, and even 
more volunteers and mon-
ey will be needed going 
forward to keep up with 
increasing demand.

Douglas County Dis-
trict Court Judge Peggy 
Kittel commended Fred-
erick’s “undying opti-
mism” in advocating for 
children caught in the 
foster care system and for 
the ambitious goal of pro-
viding each child a CASA 
volunteer.

“Having been involved 
in child in need of care 
cases for a majority of my 
career, I can attest to the 
difference CASAs make 
in improving the lives of 
children who are court 
involved,” Kittel said in 
a news release. “We have 
been fortunate to have a 
strong CASA program in 
our county, thanks to Di-
ana.”

Frederick was coordi-
nator of volunteers and 
director of development 
for the University of Kan-
sas Audio-Reader Net-
work before taking the 
reins at CASA in 2008.

When she started, 
CASA had a cozy office 
on the second floor of the 
courthouse, she said. Its 
staff comprised her and 
four roughly half-time 
staffers. There were 46 
volunteer advocates, and 
66 kids in the court sys-
tem had a CASA assigned 
to their case.

Now, the CASA of-
fice fills a two-story 
space half a block from 
the courthouse. It’s filled 
with offices, a training 
room, a few small play 
spaces for kids and stor-
age — for files as well as 
toys and other necessary 
items for the kids.

There are seven staff-
ers, two full-time includ-
ing Frederick and the rest 
part-time, though with 
more hours. Last year, 
there were 80 active vol-
unteer advocates. A to-
tal of 157 children in the 
system, which includes 
children with cases filed 
in previous years, had a 
CASA.

Yet there are still not 
enough CASAs to go 
around.

At any given time, there 
may be roughly 80 chil-
dren on the waiting list to 
have a CASA assigned to 
their case, Frederick said. 
With input from judges 
and caseworkers, the or-
ganization must choose 
which children’s cases to 
prioritize.

“It is just absolutely 
heartbreaking, but it re-
ally reflects back to the 
increased number of kids 
in foster care,” Frederick 
said. “It’s not unique, sad-
ly, to our CASA program; 
it’s a struggle for CASAs 
all over the country.”

l l l

When a child is taken 
into protective custody 
because of abuse or ne-
glect, the court begins 
child in need of care 
proceedings, beginning 
with foster home place-
ment, Frederick ex-
plained.

“The ultimate goal is to 
get a child to a safe, per-
manent home,” Frederick 
said. “It means different 
things for different kids.”

If parents follow court 
orders and rehabilitate, 
the children may be re-
turned to them, she said. 
Other times, parental 
rights are terminated 
and the children are 
adopted by other fami-
lies. Sometimes, though 
Frederick doesn’t like to 
see it, children age out 
of the foster care system 
without a permanent 
home.

A CASA volunteer is 
assigned to a child or a 
sibling group to advocate 
for them throughout that 
court process.

The idea is that the 
CASA will be a constant 
for children, even as they 
may move through multi-
ple foster homes, schools, 
lawyers or overloaded 
caseworkers.

The CASA spends 
time with the children 
regularly, in their foster 
home, public places or 
the CASA office, Freder-
ick said. They may take 
the child to the library, 
to swimming lessons, to 
the park or meet up to 
play games. She recalled 
one CASA who taught a 
girl to sew, taking a por-
table sewing machine 
to the southeast Kansas 
town where the girl was 
placed in foster care and 
setting it up inside the li-
brary for a series of les-
sons.

CASAs network with 
court stakeholders, in-
cluding lawyers, judges 
and caseworkers. They 
also investigate — acting 
as “eyes and ears for the 
judge,” Frederick said — 
and make recommenda-
tions on what would be in 
the child’s best interests. 
Conveying the child’s 
wishes, too, is part of the 
CASA’s role, Frederick 
said.

CASA is not the kind 
of volunteer organization 
where hundreds of peo-
ple show up, work for an 

hour or two and go home.
The organization asks 

for a commitment of at 
least one year from its 
volunteers, who undergo 
30 hours of training be-
fore being sworn in as 
CASAs.

“You want people with 
emotional fortitude but at 
the same time you want 
them to be compassion-
ate,” Frederick said of the 
ideal volunteer.

Frederick said that the 
average length of a child 
in need of care case is 
two or three years, but 
that some take signifi-
cantly longer.

“We’ve had some go 
eight years,” she said. 
“Miraculously, we’ve had 
CASAs stay that long.”

The organization also 
accepts donations and 
raises money to provide 
its kids with holiday gifts, 
Halloween costumes so 
they’re not the only kid 
in class who doesn’t have 
one, or tuition for ac-
tivities such as summer 
camps.

l l l

When she started with 
CASA, Frederick said 
most kids the organiza-
tion helped were teens. 
But she said CASA is 
helping increasingly 
more babies and tod-
dlers.

Frederick said she 
believes cuts to social 
services for parents — 
particularly services for 
drug-addicted and men-
tally ill parents — is to 
blame for that and for the 
increased caseload. She 
said methamphetamine 

addiction is prevalent 
here.

Babies and toddlers 
are entirely dependent 
on those parents, she 
said, “and parents who 
are abusing drugs are not 
very good parents.”

Child in need of care 
cases have climbed 
steadily in the past de-
cade, according to num-
bers provided by the 
Douglas County District 
Attorney’s Office.

In 2009, the DA’s office 
filed 75 child in need of 
care cases. In 2018, it filed 
157.

Fundraising is criti-
cal for CASA to keep up, 
and it’s hard, Frederick 
said.

Interviewed last week 
during a break from 
working on a grant ap-
plication, Frederick joked 
that people run when 
they see her coming, fig-
uring she’s going to ask 
them for money.

Because of confiden-
tiality, CASA also isn’t 
the kind of organization 
that can use heartwarm-
ing photos of the children 
it helps, or details about 
specific children’s diffi-
cult situations, in its mar-
keting.

“We are so limited in 
what we can share, but I 
swear if people could see 
their faces ...” Frederick 
said.

Slogging through pa-
perwork and sad stories 
can be difficult, Frederick 
said.

But she tears up when 
she describes the kind of 
feedback that has kept 
her going — the kind 
that comes from the kids 
themselves.

“The thing that I think 
really continues to sur-
prise me is how resilient 
these kids are,” she said.

Frederick, 58, said she 
and her husband, Joel Fred-
erick, now retired from 
Lawrence Public Schools, 
look forward to traveling 
and spending more time 
with family. They have 
two grown children.

She said that after let-
ting some time pass, she 
intends to find places to 
volunteer in the commu-
nity herself.
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Number of child in need of 
care cases filed in Douglas 
County District Court

Year

In 2009, there were 75 child in need 
of care cases filed in Douglas County 
District Court. By 2018, that number had 
ballooned to 157.

2009:
75 cases

2011:
69 cases

2010:
92 cases

2012:
111 cases

2013:
109 cases

2014:
108 cases

2015:
140 cases

2016:
122 cases

2017:
126 cases

2018:
157 cases

Child in need of care cases on the rise

— Source: Douglas County 
District Attorney’s OfficeSylas May/Journal-World Graphic

To learn more about 
Douglas County CASA, 
donate or apply to be 
a volunteer advocate, 
go online to dccasa.
org.  The next CASA 
volunteer training 
sessions begin in June, 
and applications are 
suggested to be in by 
the first week of the 
month. 

Get involved

Storms likely today, but rest of week should be dry
A persistent weath-

er pattern that soaked 
Lawrence and northeast 
Kansas over the past six 
weeks is expected to 
break down later today, 
albeit in a way that will 
bring one more chance 
of severe weather to the 
area.

Kris Craven, meteo-
rologist for the National 
Weather Service office 
in Topeka, said the low 
pressure that has been 
parked over the Rocky 
Mountains the past six 
weeks will move east 
across the Plains today, 
bringing a chance of 
supercell development 
and severe weather to 

northeast Kansas in the 
afternoon and evening.

“We need to be mindful 
of what could develop in 
the afternoon,” she said.

Low pressure over the 
Rocky Mountains and a 
high-pressure dome over 
the U.S. Southeast were 
responsible for the heavy 
rains in Lawrence and 
northeast Kansas the past 
six weeks, Craven said. 
Although the storms that 
are expected this after-
noon could produce lo-
cally heavy rains, they will 

move much more quickly 
than the recent thunder-
storms that have drenched 
the region throughout 
May, she said.

The last storm of the 
persistent weather pat-
tern took place Sunday 
night and Monday morn-
ing, and it only produced 
light rain in Lawrence 
and other parts of north-
east Kansas, Craven said. 
The 0.1 inch of rain re-
corded at Lawrence Mu-
nicipal Airport was typi-
cal of the trace amounts 

reported in northeast 
Kansas, she said. The 
heaviest rain from the 
storm fell in northern 
Missouri.

The light rains did 
not add more runoff to 
Clinton, Perry and Tut-
tle Creek lakes, Craven 
said. However, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engi-
neers started releasing 
water from Perry Lake 
Sunday with the expec-
tation that the lake’s 
elevation would reach 
its flood level of 920.6 
feet above sea level on 
Wednesday. A post on 
the Corps’ Perry Lake 
Facebook page states 
that on Monday, 10,000 
cubic feet of water was 
being discharged from 
the lake per second.

In response to the 
flood throughout the 
state caused by the heavy 
rains, Gov. Laura Kelly 
on Sunday asked Presi-
dent Donald Trump to 
approve emergency as-
sistance for 49 Kansas 
counties. Douglas County 
was not among the coun-
ties listed, but neighbor-
ing Franklin and Jefferson 
counties were.

It appears there will 
be little chance of addi-
tional rain through the 
remainder of the week 
after today’s storms pass, 
Craven said. There are 
slight chances for thun-
derstorms Wednesday 
evening, but overall the 
remainder of the work 
week should be dry with 
highs in the 70s, she said.

By Elvyn Jones
ejones@ljworld.com ‘‘We need to be mindful of what could develop 

in the afternoon.”
— Kris Craven, meteorologist with the National Weather Service

‘‘You want people with emotional fortitude 
but at the same time you want them to be 
compassionate.”
— Diana Frederick, retiring director of Douglas County CASA
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