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The 19th Organic World Congress (OWC) of IFOAM-Organics 
International -- a global event dealing exclusively with organic 
farming -- was organised in India for the first time since the event 
was globally launched 40 years ago. The Organic Farming 
Association of India and PDA Trade Fairs (a Bengaluru-based 
company) jointly won the bid to host the OWC in India this year 
against other competitors like China, Russia and Brazil in 2014. The 
grand event took place for over three days from 9-11 November 
2017 at Greater Noida, India. The theme of OWC was: ‘An Organic 
World through an Organic India’. 

The last event was held in Istanbul, Turkey and the 20th Organic 
World Congress will now be held in France.

The Organic World Congress will undoubtedly play a critical role in 
strengthening the world organic farming movement. It has already 
tilted India’s agricultural policy firmly along the organic route.

Significantly, the event was inaugurated by Shri Radha Mohan 
Singh, Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Government of 
India on 9th November. Minister Radha Mohan Singh candidly 
admitted: 

 “The Green Revolution has helped to increase production but the 
use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides has destroyed thousands 
of hectares of land and brought about a crisis in Indian agriculture”.

He further emphasised the fact that we need both food security as 
well as health security, for which increases in agricultural production 
have to go hand in hand with improved health of consumers.
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Other Dignitaries who attended OWC included:
• Shri. Lyonpo Yeshey Dorji, Minister for Agriculture, Kingdom of Bhutan
• Shri. Pawan Kumar Chamling, Chief Minister of Sikkim, who told the 

OWC gathering: “Organic farming is not only about the agricultural 
system but a way of life that is in harmony with nature, encompassing all 
life on earth from human beings, our environment, to micro-organisms.” 
He added: “The world has been passing through a period of anxiety and 
great uncertainties presently and what was required urgently is to bring 
back balance in our soil ecology and find ways to revive our Earth by 
adopting nature friendly agriculture to facilitate multiplication of bacteria 
and fungus population in our soil content.”

• Shri. Surya Pratap Shahi, Minister of Agriculture, UP (Host State) also 
addressed the inaugural to say: "Without the development of the farmer, 
the development of the state and country will be a distant reality.” 

• Smt. Menaka Gandhi, Union Minister for Women and Child Welfare, 
Government of India

• Smt. Rita Teaotia, Secretary Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry

• Shri. Jagdish Prasad Meena, Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries

• Shri V.S. Sunil Kumar, Minister for Agriculture, Government of Kerala  
• Mr. Na Yong Chan, Mayor of Geosan County, South Korea, also the 

President of ALGOA (Asian Local Government Organic Agriculture)
• Shri. B B Singh, CMD, MSTC (A Government of India Enterprise)
• Shri. Ashish Bahuguna, Chairman, Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI)
• Shri. Somnath Poudyal, Hon'ble Minister for Food Security and 

Agriculture Development Department, Government of Sikkim
• Shri. Devendra Kumar Singh, Chairman, Agricultural and Processed 

Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)
• Shri. Sunil Kumar, Director, Agricultural and Processed Food Products 

Export Development Authority (APEDA)
• Shri. S M Acharya, IAS Retd, Former Chairman, Agricultural and 

Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)
• Smt. S. Radha Chauhan, IAS, Chief Executive Officer – GeM SPV - 

Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry
• Shri. Sompaljee, Former Chairman Planning Commission, GoI
• Shri. Arpan Sharma, Director, Federation of Indian Animal Protection 

Organisation

concluded by sending “his best wishes for the success of the event and 
for the global organic farming movement to help the world in achieving 
the true meaning of sustainable development.”

He concluded by sending “his best wishes for the success of the event 
and for the global organic farming movement to help the world in 
achieving the true meaning of sustainable development.”

Shri. Ram Nath Kovind, Honourable President of India also 
congratulated the organisers and participants and stressed the 
importance of turning organic.

The government of India has recognised the need to progress towards 
organic farming. India is the first country to recognise the Participatory 
Guarantee System (PGS) as a legitimate system of organic certification 
and to organise schemes on a large scale to promote organic farming in 
the field.

The political support for organic farming, which clearly emerged with the 
sheer scale and presence of official Indian governmental participation in 
the event, needs to be celebrated by the world organic farming 
community.

Exhibition:
The three day exhibition witnessed an overwhelming response from 
around 10000 visitors which included trade visitors, delegates as well as 
farmer groups from India and all over the world. In addition to successful 
participation by 253 exhibitors from India and all over the World. The 
exhibitors included Private Stakeholders , State Pavilions, Government 
Boards as well as key Certification Bodies who exhibited a diverse range 
of food and non-food organic products. Some of the leading 
organizations at the trade fair included names like : Brahm Arpan, MRT 
Organics, Suminter India Organics, Phalada Agro, Just Organik, Radico, 
Mehrotra Consumer Products, Agronic Food, Sarveshwar Foods, 
Natureland Organic, Cultivator Natural Products, Samruddhi Organic 
Farms, Kejriwal Bee Care, Capital Ventures, Organic India, Fishfa 
Biogenics, Geo-Fresh Organics, Rapid Organic and many more. 

Besides food and beverage there was also an impressive participation 
from the Natural Care & Wellness sector, Organic Textiles Sector, 
Certification Bodies as well as participation by leading Government 
Boards like Tea Board.  
The participating States included Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Pune, 

Bihar, Meghalaya, Karnataka, Tripura, 
Chattisgarh, Assam, Uttarakhand, 
Manipur, Nagaland, Telangana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab and Arunachal 
Pradesh.

International Buyer’s Delegation – 
Business development is a key theme 
of the trade fair and this gets 
concentrated at the personalized B2B 
meetings organized onsite during the 
event. BIOFACH INDIA / OWC was a 
great forum for the Indian exhibiting 
companies to showcase their wide 
range of organic produce to 
International clients. There were around 
50 International buyers from Germany, 
Netherlands, Italy, France, USA, 
Canada, Indonesia, Turkey, Middle- 
East, China and South Korea who 
participated in the event so as to 
specifically extend their network and 
develop new procurement sources. 
There were a total number of 286 
meetings that were held on all the three 
days of the show and the total value of 
business generated was higher as 
compared to last year. The major 
categories of interest among the buyers 
were spices, oilseeds, soyabeans, 
cotton, herbs, tea, coffee, dehydrated 
foods and ready to eat products.

Farmers’ Participation
The other unique aspect of this OWC 
was the huge effort made by the Indian 
organisers to bring organic farmers 
from across the world centre stage at 
the event.  The interaction led to a 
massive exchange of organic 
agriculture innovations, particularly 
advanced organic techniques.
This is the first OWC that has seen 
majority participation from countries 
from Asia, Africa and Latin America -- 
from the Philippines to Vietnam and 
Indonesia, Senegal and Zambia to 
South Africa, Iran, Brazil, Columbia, 
Cuba and Mexico, just to name a few, in 
addition to organic farmers from 
Europe, Japan and the US. Organic 
trade missions came from some 40 
countries. They participated in the 
BIOFACH INDIA trade fair.

Indian Government Support
The OWC 2017 was co-organised with 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare. Further official support came 
with the wholesale participation of the 
Agricultural and Processed Food 
Products Export Development Authority 
(APEDA) -- the major organic export arm 
of the Ministry of Commerce -- as the 
Principal Partner of the Congress. 
Several other Ministries and State 
Governments joined the OWC as 
partners including Kerala, Andhra 
Pradesh and Sikkim. The Ministry of 
Agriculture, Uttar Pradesh, accepted the 
invitation to be the Host State (Greater 
Noida falls in UP). The Chief Minister of 
Sikkim presided over the valedictory. 
Ministers of Agriculture from Bhutan, 
Kerala and UP participated on behalf of 
their governments. 

In a message to the Organic Farming 
Association of India -- the principal host 
of the OWC from India – Shri Narendra 
Modi, Prime Minister of India, expressed 
his happiness at India hosting the event 
and said the meeting “will enable global 
organic farming movement leaders and 
all its stakeholders to deliberate on key 
issues of the sector.”

He hoped that the World Congress will 
play an active role in building solidarity 
among the organic farmers across the 
world and a network to share their 
successful practices and insights. “The 
interactions with the scientific 
community and other stakeholders will 
benefit the participants,” he added. He 
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• Plenary Sessions (three)

• Congress Tracks – Main Track A & B, Farmers Tracks for 
 Soil, Seeds and Eco Practices, Scientific Tracks and 
 Marketing & Quality Assurance Track

• Workshops

• Award Ceremonies – Dharti Mitr Award and OFIA Award

• Launches

 o E-Jaivik Bazar Portal by APEDA and MSTC
  (A Government of India Enterprise)

 o Domestic regulation on organic food by FSSAI

 o Organic food Business operator portal by FSSAI

• Cultural Programmes by Sarvam Foundation

• Hands on Demos for Farmers

• National level Organic Seed Exhibition 

• BIOFACH INDIA together with INDIA ORGANIC

• APEDA and State Pavilion Hall

• 8 Pre-Conferences

• General Assembly of IFOAM Organics International (post OWC)
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Events at OWC



Afghanistan  |  Africa  |  Argentina  |  Armenia  |  Australia  |  Austria  |  Bangladesh  |  Belgium  |  Benin  |  Bhutan  |  

Bolivia  |  Brazil  |  Burkina Faso  |  Cambodia  |  Canada  |  Chile  |  China  |  Colombia  |  Cook Islands  |  Costa Rica  

|  Côte D'Ivoire  |  Croatia  |  Cuba  |  Czech Republic  |  Denmark  |  Egypt  |  El Salvador  |  Ethiopia  |  Fiji  |  Finland  

|  France  |  Germany  |  Ghana  |  Honduras  |  Hong Kong  |  Hungary  |  India  |  Indonesia  |  Iran  |  Iraq  |  Italy  |  

Japan  |  Kenya  |  Korea  |  Kyrgyzstan  |  Lithuania  |  Malaysia  |  Marshall Islands  |  Mexico  |  Mongolia  |  Morocco  

|  Myanmar  |  Namibia  |  Nepal  |  Netherlands  |  New Zealand  |  Nicaragua  |  Nigeria  |  Niue  |  Norway  |  Peru  |  

Philippines  |  Poland  |  Portugal  |  Puerto Rico  |  Russian Federation  |  Saudi Arabia  |  Senegal  |  South Africa  |  

Spain  |  Sri Lanka  |  Sudan  |  Swaziland  |  Sweden  |  Switzerland  |  Taiwan  |  Tanzania  |  Thailand  |  Tunisia  |  

Turkey  |  Uganda  |  Ukraine  |  United Arab Emirates  |  United Kingdom  |  United States  |  Uzbekistan  |  Vanuatu  

|  Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela  |  Vietnam  |  Zambia  |  Zimbabwe  |  
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Delegate
Analysis

Delegates by Countries

FARMERS 43%

OTHERS 14%

GOVERNMENT 9%

RESEARCHERS 9%

TRADERS 8%

ADVOCATES 4%
NGO 3%

INDIVIDUAL 3%

CERTIFIERS 2%

INSTITUTE 2%

MEDIA 2%



National Organic Seed Festival:

The Seed Festival was organised by the Bharat Beej Swaraj Manch, 
along with Sahaja Samrudha and Save Our Rice Campaign as a 
parallel event during the Organic World Congress. About 60 seed 
saver groups from 15 states of India –practicing on-farm 
conservation and promotion of seed diversity and related 
knowledge – participated in the festival. Over 4,000 different 
varieties of seeds were on display, along with relevant posters and 
literature.

To ensure an environment of celebration, OWC India organisers 
brought in extraordinary performers who kept the atmosphere lively 
and full of spirit, including an enabling environment for public 
dancing. Special mention must be made of the three groups of 
cultural performers who were well and truly memorable:

a) The Sarvam Foundation's spectacular Indian dancers put up 
scintillating performances for the inaugural, the valedictory and the 
main cultural show on the first day evening. The Foundation, led by 
young artist Nehha Bhatnagar, show-cased the entire spectrum of 
Indian dancing, classical and folk. For both the delegates from 
abroad and for Indian farmers, the performances were truly 
memorable and unmatched.

b) The drummers of the Kalaithal Trust from Tamilnadu came to do 
one day of drumming for the OWC party on the 10th of November. 
However, they played at different locations on November 9 and 10, 
entrancing the farmers and spectators. Often people watching felt 
encouraged to join the dancing the drummers provoked.

c) Two teams of Bhangra dancers from Ludhiana shook up the 
delegates on the first and second nights of the OWC. Each team 
had approximately 30 dancers, men and women. These teams also 
ensured that observers soon joined the dancing as well.

The overall environment created over both days certainly lent the 
venue an atmosphere of celebration, in line with what the Congress 
Steering Committee had desired for the event.

POST-EVENT
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Plenary
Speakers

Seed Festival:

Air of Celebration:

Ms. Alice Cunningham -
“Natural Agriculture as a Way of Life - A 
Call to Renew Our Relationship with the 
Earth”

Dr. Angelika Hilbeck  -
“Genetically engineered crops - 
Unfulfilled promises and a flat learning 
curve”

Mr. Bharat Mitra -
"Organic Agriculture, Conscious 
Evolution For Humanity"

Mr. Devinder Sharma -
Towards A Healthy Planet - World Must 
Detoxify Its Toxic Farmlands

Ms. Farida Akhter -
Biodiversity’ is the key to Nayakrishi

Ms. Hayu Dyah Patria -
Underutilized Plants - Food of The Poor 
Vs Food Of The Future

Mr. Lyonpo Yeshey Dorji -
The experience of Bhutan as an organic 
country

Ms. Su Kahumbu-Stephanou -
The importance small holder farmers 
play in ensuring food security and 
environmental safety

Dr. Vandana Shiva -
Seeds and Breeds : Conserving 
Biodiversity , Cultivating Compassion 

The OWC succeeded because of a harmonious alchemy that 
developed between the trade fair professional (PDA Trade Fairs) 
and OFAI (the association of organic farmers), both of whom 
comprised the Indian hosts of the event. 

The contribution of PDA Trade Fairs was extraordinary: it ensured 
that nothing was wanting throughout the event in terms of 
infrastructure; all its key personnel were present throughout for 
critical decision-making and assistance. PDA's organisation of the 
OWC -- a A-level global event comprising participation from 90 
countries -- re-affirmed this Bengaluru-based group's uncanny 
ability to manage such a world event almost tension-free, smoothly, 
with very few minus points if these were even noted. After OWC 
2017, PDA Trade Fairs is well established on the world map as a 
professional group that can take on newer and larger events of this 
genre. 

OFAI brought to the collaboration its expertise with the subject 
area: organic farming and the world community of organic farmers 
and scientists. It primarily ensured that the presentations had 
international quality. The interaction led to the creation of a massive 
archive of reporting and information on organic farming from across 
all the nations of the world, especially knowledge and awareness of 
advanced organic farming techniques. That archive will soon be 
open to all on the net (www.ofai.org).  

Critical to the success of the event was the timely decision of 
APEDA to join the OWC as its Principal Partner. This further 
decentralised the organization of the event, as APEDA agreed to 
organise the Marketing Track with strong emphasis on PGS. 

An appeal for volunteers brought in a significant group of youth 
people who were eager to serve. These came from Swaraj 
University and other locations. Their principal task was to ensure 
that organic farmers who arrived were received, then assisted with 
their presentations, and finally interviewed. Volunteers also assisted 
them with transporting them from their accommodations to and 
from the venue. The same volunteers also assisted with the 
post-conference tours, travelling all the way to these destinations 
and ensuring they returned safe to airports and other programs. 
They also assisted with the conduct of the GA.
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The rest is history.

Why the OWC India
succeeded:


