
 

 

 

 

 

The Odyssey Institute for Advanced and International Studies 

International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program 

Language Policy 
 

 
Philosophy 

 
“The Odyssey Institute for Advanced and International Studies aims to develop inquiring, 

knowledgeable, and caring scholars who work to create a better and more peaceful community 

through intercultural awareness, understanding, and respect. We strive to establish a culture of 

empowerment and of support by an engaging staff that enhances scholars potential while 

empowering scholars To Dream, To Achieve, To Lead.” 
 
We believe that the study and development of languages provides a powerful means by which 

one gains understanding of cultures.   The appreciation of these cultures is enriched in all four 

aspects of Language Development: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

 

In addition, we believe strongly in preserving and developing a student’s native language, should 

this not be English, for three reasons: 

 

 Encourages a celebration of diversity, and develops cross-cultural awareness and 

understanding. 

 

 Enabling the development of higher order cognitive thinking skills.  

 

 Empowering scholars who are members of small cultural subgroups, within the school, to 

better maintain and transmit cultural identity within our multicultural society. 

 

School Language Profile 

 
OIAIS scholars represent a diversity of language needs and experiences.  Some of the populations 

we serve include: 

 

 Mother tongue English students with limited or no exposer to a Language B. 

 

 Mother tongue English students with some exposure to Language B through a primary 

experience. 

 

 Bilingual Hispanic students who have acquired both English and Spanish since birth. 

 

 Bilingual Hispanic students whose parents speak Spanish only but are English proficient as 

a result of attending school. 

 

 



 Bilingual students of English and another language  

 

Language of Instruction  

All classes are conducted in English    

 

Language Acquisition 
“The ability to communicate in a variety of modes in more than one language is essential to the 

concept of an international education that promotes multilingualism and intercultural 

understanding, both of which are central to the IB’s mission.  The study of additional languages 

in the MYP provides scholars with the opportunity to develop insights into the features, processes 

and craft of language and the concept of culture, and to realize that there are diverse ways of 

living, behaving and viewing the world.” (Language acquisition guide).  OIAIS offers programs 

in Spanish and Mandarin for junior high and high school scholars.  All students are required to 

pursue competency and literacy in a second language. 

 

English Language Learner 
Scholars whose mother tongue is not English will take the AZELLA assessment yearly.  The 

AZELLA assesses their level of proficiency with the English language and assesses their growth 

from year to year. Based upon their AZELLA results, scholars are provided with an individual 

language learner plan (ILLP).  Each ILLP has goals that are specific to the scholar.  The plan 

goals include: oral English conversation and vocabulary, reading, writing, and grammar.  

Teachers monitor the goals and provide quarterly progress reports, as well as provide support in 

the classroom on a daily basis. 

 

Support for Mother Tongues 

 
At OIAIS we support our families whose native tongue is not English.  We encourage our 

scholars to continue practicing their mother-tongue at home.  This will strengthen their language 

skills as well as their ties to his/her culture.  Throughout our curriculum scholars have the 

opportunity to explore others’ cultures and share details about their own.   

 

Policy Review 

A policy review committee will be formed prior to the start of the 2018/2019 school year.  The 

committee members will include teachers, scholars, parents and IB coordinators for MYP and 

DP.  The goals of the committee are: 

 

 Review OIAIS language policy bi-annually  

 Develop a scholar/parent club that supports scholars in their mother tongue development 

and provides scholars with a forum to celebrate their culture and diversity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IB Standards 

 

Standard 7A   
The school places importance on language learning, including mother tongue, host-country and 

other languages. 

 

Standard B1 

The school has developed and implements a language policy that is consistent with IB 

expectations. 

 

Standard C1 
Collaborative planning and reflection recognizes that all teachers are responsible for language 

development of students. 

 

Standard C3 
Teaching and learning demonstrates that all teachers are responsible for language development of 

students. 
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