
Introduction to Standards-Based GRading

A Parent’s Guide to the 
Why and How



 

“Help me understand the standards” (83% of you say that you would like to know the 
difference between standards and curriculum). 

“Communicate specifically” (92% of you would like to know what your child is struggling with in class)

“From Good to Better” (Half of you report that the current report card allows you to interpret how your 
child is doing overall).

“What Does Progress Look Like?” (68% of you want to be able to track your child’s progress). 

What You      {parents}  Had To Say…. 



Standards are 
statements of the 
skills scholars 
should master by the 
end of the year.

“Help me understand the 
standards”

Kindergarten:

Know and apply 
grade-level 
phonics and word 
analysis skills in 
decoding words. 
Read common 
high-frequency 
words by sight 
(e.g., the, of, to, 
you, she, my, is, 
are, do, does).  
(K.RF.3)

Third Grade:

Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
Standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when 
writing.
a. Capitalize 
appropriate words 
in titles.
b. Use commas in 
addresses.
c.  Use commas 
and quotation 
marks in dialogue. 
(3.L.2)

Fifth Grade:
Add, subtract, multiply, and divide 
decimals to hundredths, using 
concrete models or drawings and 
strategies based on place value, 
properties of operations, and/or 
the relationship between addition 
and subtraction; relate the strategy 
to a written method and explain 
the reasoning used. 5.NBT.B.7.



What Is My Scholar 
Struggling with in 
Class? 
Standards-Based Report 
Cards Communicate 
Specifics

“Communicate Specifically”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJBGQ7_LSVA


Your Report Card Before…. GoodOverall 
Subject 
Title

K-2  Meets 
Standards; 
Exceeds 
Standards, 
etc.

...but what standard?

3rd through 
5th:  
A’s, B’s, C’s, 



Learning 
targets to be 
mastered. 

Scholar’s level 
of mastery 
toward this 
learning target:

4 = Highly 
Proficient

3 = Proficient

2 = Partially 
Proficient

1 = Minimally 
Proficient

3

Scholar’s overall proficiency 
of this subject area (Math, 
Language Arts, etc). 

 

Your Report Card Now …. Specific Something To Remember: 
                      3 is Proficient; 4 is MORE! 



Rubrics allow teachers to give specific feedback regarding scholar success. 

Many of you use teacher feedback to measure your child’s 
success



Coming to a 
Backpack Near 

You!

68% of you want to be able to track your child’s progress….



Why Change it Up?   We’ve Been Fine so far.   (haven’t we???)

At Odyssey, Parents are Partners.  We are a team, all Working 
together for the good of your scholars.
Information is Power. We want accurate, detailed information in the 
hands of scholars, Teachers, and Parents. 
Good Enough, Isn’t.  Every day is chance to perfect 
our practice. 

 
  

Things get 
better by 
change, not 
chance.


