
13  

MYP ASSESSMENT 

 

 

Philosophy of Assessment 

The Odyssey Institute for Advanced and International Studies (OIAIS) considers assessment an 

integral part of the learning process. As a school, we believe strong pedagogical practices, team 

collaboration, and using the MYP aims and objectives adequately prepare our scholars for MYP 

criterion based along with state and national mandated assessments. 

 

All assessment provides valuable information for both teachers and scholars.  Continuous 

assessment, through the year, shows growth and is utilized to identify the needs of scholars.  

Both summative and formative assessments remain centered around the scholar to provide a 

supportive and structured setting.  Scholars, parents, and teachers are all active partners in the 

assessment process.  

 

Assessment Principles and Practice  

 Assessment is integral to planning, teaching, and learning. 

 Assessment is authentic. 

 Assessment practices are clear and concise to stakeholders. 

 Assessment is comprehensive; using both summative and formative assessment. 

 Assessment is consistent and grade-level appropriate. 

 There are opportunities for both peer and self-assessment. 

 There are opportunities for scholars to reflect on their own learning. 

 Prior knowledge is assessed before the introduction of new material. 

 Teachers use varied assessment strategies; using multiple learning styles; to provide 

feedback.  

 Teachers work collaboratively in sharing scholar assessments. 

 Assessment reporting is meaningful using progress reports, report cards, parent-teachers 

conferences, and scholar-led conferences. 

 

 Scholars are encouraged to put forth the time and effort required to produce work that 

represents mastery of course objectives and state standards.  As educators, our primary 

objective is to facilitate the acquisition of knowledge for all scholars. Our grading philosophy 

states, At the Odyssey Institute for Advanced and International Studies the grading system shall 

convey to scholars, parents, teachers and outside institutions the degree of achievement of intended 

learning outcomes and shall reflect each scholar’s proficiency of skills. Grades are used to show a 

path for each scholar’s learning to encourage growth and mastery of skills.    Odyssey scholars will 

be assessed using IB criterion to better communicate levels of academic achievement.  

According to the most recent research, students achieve more success when they re given 

multiple opportunities to improve in identified skill areas without having scores averaged over 

time. By giving students continual feedback on achievement progress, students are encouraged 

to improve their performance over time. All teachers will be using IBMYP rubrics with 

descriptors (0-8) that clearly indicate levels of achievement on 4 IB criteria.   Scholars receive 

grades  based on their current level of performance in each of the 4 criteria, always allowing for 
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improvement.  As the course progresses, scholars  efforts are recognized by the opportunity to 

have their grades replaced by a higher grade as their skills increase, and they continue to 

demonstrate higher achievement in each criterion. The hope is students will have more 

ownership and motivation  to achieve based on this individual achievement model compared 

to the traditional grading system predicated on the bell curve, collecting percentage points, 

ranking students against others, and assessing what students don t know versus what they 

know and are able to do. With IB criterion-related reporting, scholars  grades reflect the level of 

achievement at the time of grade reporting rather than a numerical average since the beginning 

of the marking period. Scholars will continually establish individual goals for themselves for all 

skills and have opportunities to reach them, which will enhance their learning.  The following 

table displays the academic achievement levels (1 – 8) overall descriptors and traditional grade 

translation, which will be used at the 9-12 level for transcript purposes. 

 

IB 

score 

Descriptor 

1 Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant 

misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and contexts. Very 

rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely using 

knowledge or skills. 

 

2 Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant 

gaps in understanding for many concepts and contexts. Infrequently 

demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of 

knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills 

 

3 Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of 

many concepts and contexts, with occasionally significant misunderstandings or 

gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical and creative thinking. Is often 

inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar 

classroom situations. 

 

4 Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most 

concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often 

demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and skills with 

some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in 

unfamiliar situations 

 

5 Produces some high-quality work. Communicates clear understanding of 

concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking.  Uses 

knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and real-world situations and, with 

support, some unfamiliar real-world situations. 

 

6 Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of 

concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, sometimes 

with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and real-

world situations and some unfamiliar real-world situations. 
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7 Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates extensive 

understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative 

thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar 

and unfamiliar classroom and real-world situations, often with independence. 

 

8 Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates 

comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts. Consistently 

demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently transfers 

knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in a variety of complex 

classroom and real-world situations. 

 

 

 

FORMATIVE AND SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 

 

Formative assessments are used by the teacher and student to reflect on what knowledge and 

skills have been learned and developed and can be applied. 

Examples of formative assessments in the MYP classroom may include: 

 

 Class Observations  

 Group discussions 

 Journal Entries 

 Self-evaluations 

 Quiz or Test 

 

 

 

 

Summative assessments take place at the END of the teaching and learning process and allow 

the student the opportunity to develop and show WHAT HAS BEEN LEARNED and provide 

samples of their work to show their understanding. It also helps the teacher judge the level of 

achievement the student has attained. 

Examples of summative assessments in the MYP classroom may include: 

 

 Model Production  

 Research Projects 

Investigations 

Essays 

(Argumentative/Persuasive) 

 Questionnaires Exams 

• Performances Presentations
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THE MYP ASSESSMENT PROCESS: 

In lessons and through assignments, a unit topic is explored. Students are introduced to the 

summative assessment rubric at the beginning of a unit. 

Most summative assessments provide scholars with the opportunity to apply the skills and 

knowledge that have learned throughout the unit to solve a problem framed in a real world 

context.  Assessments are varied to provide students with the greatest chance to express what 

they know and can do and allows for different learning styles. 

The assessment includes a set of instructions and the criteria with which the student s 

performance will be assessed. Often the student has the criteria before the assessment takes 

place. Criteria are sometimes modified to apply to specific assessment tasks or to suit the grade-

level expectations. 

The assessment is handed-out, collected and assessed by the teacher. The teacher assesses the 

work according to the criteria and awards an attainment level for each of the criteria assessed 

(e.g. a lab report may cover three of the six science assessment criteria).  The assessed work is 

then shared with the student. 

 

 

MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME ASSESSMENT  CRITERIA 

 

The IBO MYP lists the most important things to learn in each subject. These are called the 

criteria  for the subject. For each criterion, students receive a certain number of points 

depending on how well they have done on schoolwork, tests, assignments, and exams. 

There are eight MYP subjects, each with its  own set of criteria in grades 6 to 10. Each subject 

area has specific criteria to be assessed. Below are the subject groups and the associated 

assessment criteria.  Students are assessed against the work that is produced using clearly 

explained task specific rubrics.
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Subject Group A B C D 

Language and 

literature 

Analysing Organizing Producing text Using language 

Language 

acquisition 

Comprehending 

spoken and 

visual text 

Comprehendin

g written and 

visual text 

Communicating Using language 

Individuals 

and societies 

Knowing and 

understanding 

Investigating Communicating Thinking 

critically 

Sciences Knowing and 

understanding 

Inquiring 

and 

designing 

Processing 

and 

evaluating 

Reflecting on 

the impacts of 

science 

Mathematics Knowing and 

understanding 

Investigating 

patterns 

Communicating Applying 

mathematics in 

real-world 

contexts 

Arts Knowing and 

understanding 

Developing 

skills 

Thinking 

creatively 

Responding 

Physical and 

health 

education 

Knowing and 

understanding 

Planning for 

performance 

Applying 

and 

performin

g 

Reflecting 

and 

improving 

performan

ce 

Design Inquiring 

and 

analysing 

Developing 

ideas 

Creating the 

solution 

Evaluating 

Personal 

project 

Investigating Planning Evaluating Communicating 



Sciences guide   

Assessment Policy Review 

 

This policy was first developed during the 2012/2013 school year.  It has been reviewed 

and updated annually.  The assessment process at the Odyssey Institute for advanced and 

International Studies was modified by a committee consisting of teachers, administration, 

and scholars during the 2016/2017 school year.  As a result of the committee findings 

OIAIS adopted an all IB grading system for years 1-5.   The assessment policy was reviewed 

during the 2017/2018 school year.   
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