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The Purpose of IB 

The International School Eastern Seaboard has the vision of a caring international 
community dedicated to scholar success. For this purpose, our mission is to prepare an 
adaptable international scholar body for lifelong learning by emphasizing higher level 
thinking skills, successful communication techniques, and global responsibilities within a 
nurturing and stimulating environment. 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program is an integral part of OIAIS. The 
purpose of the program is to provide scholars with an academically challenging high 
school education which meets worldwide standards and is sanctioned by the 
International Baccalaureate. 

The Diploma Program is a challenging pre-university course of study that leads to 
external examinations and is suitable for motivated scholars in grades 11 and 12. It was 
established in the late 1960’s and was developed as a deliberate compromise between 
the specialization required in some national systems and the breadth preferred in 
others, without bias towards any national system. The general objectives of the IB 
Diploma Program were to provide scholars with an international education, to facilitate 
geographic and cultural mobility, and to promote international understanding through a 
shared academic experience. This has not changed since the inception of the program 
and, if anything, the idealistic vision of the Diploma Program has received further 
impetus with the “flattening of the world” at the dawn of the 21st Century. At present 
there are now more than 2,000 schools worldwide authorized to deliver the Diploma 
Program. Ultimately, the broad goal of the Diploma Program is to provide scholars with 
the values and opportunities that will enable them to develop sound judgment, to make 
wise choices, and respect others in the global community. 
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The Program 

In the IB program at OIAIS, we strive to: 

     emphasize the development of the whole scholar – physically, 
intellectually, emotionally and ethically  

     develop a positive attitude toward learning that prepares scholars for 
university education  

     provide a package of education that balances subject breadth and 
depth, and considers the nature of knowledge across disciplines through the 
unique theory of knowledge course  

     encourage international-mindedness in IB scholars, starting with a 
foundation in their own language and culture  

     provide a program with a reputation for its rigorous external 
assessment with published global standards, making this a qualification 
welcomed by universities worldwide   Who Should Pursue the Diploma?   The IB 
is suited to motivated and responsible scholars with a combination of the 
following characteristics:  

     Pursuing the ability to excel at universities when they leave ISE.  

     Willingness to develop personal study habits, including self-discipline, 
strong   motivation and time management.  

     A capacity for thinking critically and creatively.  

     An international outlook and genuine concern for others.   The IB 
program is not an elitist program for exceptionally gifted scholars, but a course 
of studies which can be completed either for a diploma or as individual courses. 
Throughout their studies, scholars discover that effective learners following an IB 
diploma curriculum need to be motivated, knowledgeable, reflective, and 
socially interactive.  

 

 

 

 



 4 

 

Overview of the IB Program 

The hexagon below illustrates the components of the IB program: 

A distinguishing characteristic of the Diploma Program is a concern with the whole 
educational experience of each scholar. The curriculum framework is designed to ensure 
that each scholar is provided with a broad and balanced curriculum. The curriculum 
contains six subject groups together with a core. The learner profile is integrated 
throughout the entire curriculum and the core requirements of theory of knowledge 
(TOK), the extended essay, and creativity, action, service (CAS) broaden the educational 
experience and challenge scholars to apply their knowledge and understanding in real-
life contexts. 

Scholars study six subjects concurrently. These include two languages (group 1 and 2), 
one subject from individuals and societies (group 3), one experimental science (group 
4), one mathematics subject (group 5), and one subject from the arts (group 6) or 
another subject from groups 1 to 4. 

 
 

It is essential that a pre-university education equips scholars with the depth of 
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discipline- specific knowledge and skills that they will need to follow their chosen 
university course and for use in their subsequent professional lives. Specialization is 
encouraged in the Diploma Program by expecting scholars to study three subjects at a 
higher level (HL). This is balanced with a requirement for breadth by expecting scholars 
to study three subjects at a standard level (SL). 

The distinction between higher level and standard level courses is an important feature 
of the IB Diploma Program and details vary from subject to subject. Some subjects have 
a common examination and the distinction is on the quantity of material covered, while 
other subjects have different topics in the syllabus for each of the levels. Higher Level 
subjects will involve 240 hours of instruction over two years and they generally reflect 
the scholar's interests and strengths. HL courses are more lengthy and difficult and the 
internal assessment is more thorough and demanding. Standard Level subjects are less 
demanding but are still comparable to introductory college level courses. 

All three parts of the core — theory of knowledge, extended essay, and creativity, 
action, service — are compulsory and are central to the philosophy of the Diploma 
Program. 

To gain the IB Diploma all candidates must: 

     take six subjects, one from each group, including either a group 6 
subject or a second subject from groups 1 to 4  

     take three of the six subjects at Higher Level (HL) and the other three 
subjects at Standard Level (SL).  

     complete a course in Theory of Knowledge (TOK)  

     submit an Extended Essay in one of the IB subjects  

     complete all CAS requirements    

 The Core   Theory of Knowledge (TOK)   The TOK course enables the scholar to ask 
fundamental questions about ‘knowledge’ and its role in education and our 
society. The course is almost entirely made up of questions such as ‘How do we 
acquire knowledge?’ or ‘How do I know that a proof is true?’ The course is 
designed to make scholars think and challenge ideas in a critical way. The TOK 
course is central to the entire diploma program and a dedicated TOK teacher will 
teach the course.   Extended Essay   The 4,000 word extended essay is 
compulsory and is one of the key elements of the IB course. Its purpose is to 
develop the skills of critical research and independent study that will be required 
later at university. A topic of interest, preferably one that will be studied later at 
university, should be chosen. A teacher will be assigned to help and advise 
scholars over several months in order to produce the final version of the essay. 
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More information can be found in the Extended Essay Handbook, a copy of 
which is issued to all IB scholars in their first year.  
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Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) 

CAS is a fundamental part of the diploma program that offers scholars the opportunity 
to participate in meaningful activities outside of the classroom and is meant to help 
scholars develop personal growth and a commitment to contribute to the wider 
community. CAS should be an enjoyable and rewarding, yet challenging part of each 
scholar’s education. The emphasis of CAS is on experiential learning. Over the course of 
their junior and senior years, scholars are expected to be involved in a balanced range of 
different activities. The CAS coordinator will work with the scholars to define activities 
that fulfill the necessary requirements. Please see the CAS Handbook for details. 

The Subjects 

In addition to the core requirements, scholars in the IB program choose subjects from 
six groups. These are summarized in the IB hexagon. The course offerings in each group 
are listed in the table below. 

Language and Literature HL Language and Literature 

Language Acquisition HL/SL Spanish or AB Initio Spanish 

AB Initio Mandarin 

Individuals and Societies HL History of the Americas and 20th 
Century World History 

IB Psychology 

Science HL Biology 

SL Environmental Systems and Societies 

Math HL Mathematics 

SL Mathematical Studies 

Arts HL/SL Theatre 

HL/SL Dance 

SL Film 
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A brief description of each group is provided below.  

First Language 

Group 1 courses are suitable for scholars who have experience with using the language 
in an academic context at native grade level. They are designed to support future 
academic study by developing high levels of language competence and communication 
skills, as well as social, aesthetic and cultural literacy. These courses are offered at 
higher or standard level. 

Second Language 

Language B is designed for fluent language users who are proficient in both reading and 
writing and is generally suitable for bilingual scholars. Scholars study the language at a 
complex level, focusing on the cultures within which the language is spoken. There are 
also elements of literature studied in Language B. These courses are offered at higher or 
standard level. Other languages may be offered dependent on demand. 

Language ab initio standard level is for a beginner who has little or no experience of the 
language. Scholars gain a basic level of communication based on everyday exchanges 
and prescribed situations. 

Individuals and Societies 

Scholars of group 3 subjects study individuals and societies, which explore the 
interactions between humans and their environment in time and place. As a result, 
these subjects are often known collectively as the human sciences or social sciences. 
Study of this group encourages the systematic and critical study of the human 
experience. Scholars develop the capacity to identify, to analyze critically, and to 
evaluate data, theories, concepts and arguments about the nature and activities of the 
individual and society. These courses are offered at higher or standard level. 

Experimental Sciences 

Group 4 is presented with a syllabus that encourages the development of certain skills, 
attributes, and attitudes suitable for developing an understanding of the sciences. The 
curriculum model for the sciences comprises both theory and practical work. Biology, 
physics and chemistry will be offered at both higher level and standard level. 

Mathematics 

Because individual scholars have different needs, interests, and abilities, there are three 
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different courses in mathematics. All scholars are expected to take a math class and may 
choose from, in order of difficulty, math studies, standard level math, or higher level 
math. 

The Arts 

Scholars can choose from music or visual arts. Scholars may also choose another group 
1, 2, 3 or 4 subject in place of a group six subject. 

Assessment 

Assessment for scholars in their OIAIS classes will be in an ongoing, formative and 
summative fashion from teachers on a letter grade (A - F) basis as they have in the past 
grades. These will be reported in the semester grade reports and can be viewed at any 
time on the ParentVue and ScholarVue applications. Assessments such as these may 
include quizzes, tests, written work, project work, exams or any of a variety of other 
evaluation tools to ensure uniform standards are maintained. 

The IB organization sets its own assessments. Both internal and external assessments 
are features of the Diploma Program, with the ratio of each dependent upon the nature 
of the course. External assessments are those that are sent to and graded by the 
professional examiners of the IB organization. Internal assessments are graded by OIAIS 
teachers, but are moderated by the IB examiners. 

Internal and external assessments mandated by the IB are graded on a 1-7 scale with 7 
being the highest score possible. 

IB general assessment descriptors for courses in groups 1-6: 

7 Excellent Performance 

6 Very Good Performance 

5 Good Performance 

4 Satisfactory Performance 

3 Mediocre Performance 

2 Poor Performance 

1 Very Poor Performance 

Assessment procedures are designed to value both process and content and to achieve 
a balanced assessment of a scholar’s overall performance. Rather than just testing the 
capacity to memorize information, the emphasis is on the understanding and 
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application of knowledge. Assessment for the IB Diploma is criterion–referenced, not 
norm-referenced. This means that scholars are not placed into a normal distribution 
curve with a set proportion being designated as having not passed the course. 
Knowledge and skills are assessed according to the scholar’s own achievement against a 
set of known criteria. In order for scholars to have the opportunity to demonstrate their 
level of ability, a variety of assessment methods, which take into account the different 
learning styles and cultural experiences of scholars, are used. 

Methods of Assessment 

The nature of assessment varies according to each subject, but the general pattern is as 
follows: 

A. Personal research work – all scholars must give evidence of their ability to carry out 
independent work in the form of: 

     An external essay of 4000 words in one of the six subject areas. This 
essay is assessed by an external examiner, but must be accompanied by a report 
from the teacher supervisor.  

     Guided coursework in some subjects. This work is internally assessed 
by the teacher who guided the scholar and may be externally moderated.  

     Portfolios in some subjects. This includes a collection of scholars’ work 
and analysis throughout the two-year program which is internally assessed by 
the teacher and may be externally moderated.   B. Written examinations are 
held in May of the second year, grade 12. These examinations include a variety 
of techniques, such as multiple choice, objective tests, short answers, and 
essays. They are prepared and assessed by the examining panels responsible for 
each subject.   C. Oral examinations are conducted face-to-face with teachers in 
language courses. Sample recordings are externally moderated. Music is also 
assessed in a similar way.  

B. Practical assessment, including laboratory work and individual or group projects in 
the experimental sciences. 

C. Fieldwork and research projects for some subjects which involve the collection, 
analysis and interpretation of data or information, requiring further analysis and 
evaluation by the scholar. 

D. Internal assessment for presentations in theory of knowledge, all of CAS, and 
designated components of certain subjects. All internal assessment is subject to external 
moderation by IB examiners. 

All examinations are administered at OIAIS in May of the second year of the program. 
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Awarding the IB Diploma 

The IB diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 24, 25, 26 or 27 points,     
           provided all the following requirements have been met. 
 

a. Numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the IB diploma. 

b. All CAS requirements have been met. 

c. At least a grade D has been awarded for both TOK and the extended essay. 

d. There is no grade 1 in any subject. 

e. There is no grade 2 at higher level. 

f. There is no more than one grade 2 at standard level. 

g. Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below. 

h. At least 12 points have been gained in higher level subjects (candidates who register for 

four  higher level subjects must gain at least 16 points at higher level). 

i. At least 9 points have been gained on standard level subjects (candidates who register 

for two standard level subjects must gain at least 6 points at standard level). 

j. The candidate has not been found guilty of malpractice by the IB Organization. 

 

The IB diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 28 points or above, 

provided all the following requirements have been met. 

a. Numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the IB diploma. 

b. All CAS requirements have been met. 

c. Grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded for both TOK and an extended essay, 

with a grade of at least D in one of them. 

d. There is no grade 1 in any subject. 

e. There is no more than one grade 2 at higher level. 

f. There are no more than three grades 2 at standard level. 

g. Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below. 

h. At least 11 points have been gained on higher level subjects (candidates who register for 

four higher level subjects must gain at least 14 points at higher level). 

i. At least 8 points have been gained on standard level subjects (candidates who register 

for two standard level subjects must gain at least 5 points at standard level). 

j. The candidate has not been found guilty of malpractice by the IB Organization. 
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A maximum of three examination sessions is allowed in which to satisfy the requirements for 
the award of the IB diploma. The examination sessions need not be consecutive. 

 

Grades for Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge 

. A  Excellent performance  

. B  Good performance  

. C  Satisfactory performance  

. D  Mediocre performance  

. E  Elementary performance  

 

The diploma points matrix 

 
Performance in both Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay of an elementary 
standard is a failing condition for the award of the diploma. 

* From 2010 onwards, 28 points overall will be required to be eligible for the diploma if 
a scholar attains an ‘E’ grade in either the Extended Essay or Theory of Knowledge. 

Earning an OIAIS Diploma 
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All scholars who complete their high school program at OIAIS, and who have earned the 
credits to do so, will receive an OIAIS high school diploma. Information about the 
graduation requirements and credits earned for each class is provided in the OIAIS  
Parent-Scholar handbook. 

Graduates of OIAIS who are also IB diploma candidates can potentially earn two 
diplomas: an IB diploma and an OIAIS diploma. Scholars who fail to earn an IB diploma 
may still qualify for an OIAIS diploma if the graduation requirements are met. Scholars 
will receive Diploma Program course results for those IB courses which they successfully 
complete, even if they cannot earn a full IB diploma.  

IB Calendar 

Year 1: 

January – scholars identify HL and SL course selections (three for each level)  

May – confirm HL and SL course selections   

Year 2:  October – scholars register for IB examinations 

May – IB examinations are conducted at OIAIS  

July – IB results are provided 

An IB calendar for each year is also provided to the scholars, which shows important 
deadlines for individual course components. 

Scholar Responsibilities 

Scholars are expected to share responsibility for creating a challenging and productive 
learning environment. Scholars should demonstrate mutual respect and consideration 
for others. This assists in fostering an atmosphere of harmony and cooperation, which is 
conducive to learning 

Academic honesty: Maintaining academic integrity is paramount. Within the IB Program, 
this goal is taken especially seriously. Scholars are responsible for understanding and 
following the policies and procedures in case of malpractice as provided in the IB 
Academic Honesty booklet. This is also outlined in the IB General Regulations: Diploma 
Program for scholars and their guardians, which is given to the families of IB scholars. 

Assignment due dates: Scholars are expected to meet course, CAS, and extended essay 
deadlines. The IB Coordinator, in consultation with teachers, sets due dates for all 
scholar work evaluated by OIAIS teachers and IB examiners. Teachers set deadlines for 
other major course assignments. The timing of submission dates spreads the workload 
fairly across the two years of the program. 
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Scholars should expect to spend a significant amount of time studying outside of class. 
Scholars should also strive to utilize the IB resources available at OIAIS. Scholars should 
take advantage of the Friday sessions that are provided by teachers for support and 
review.  Scholars may benefit from working with each other in self-selecting study 
groups. Scholars should set goals for their own study program and develop habits of 
tracking their progress in order to self-assess how well they are achieving their goals. 
Records should include an accurate account of time devoted to CAS and working in 
accordance with the Extended Essay calendar. 

Academic Honesty 

To ensure academic honesty, scholars must adhere to the following practices: 

1. Follow teacher guidelines with respect to citing the work of others within their 
submissions. OIAIS requires use of MLA format for this purpose. 

2. Ensure that all submitted work is authentic in nature. This means that the work must 
be the scholar’s original work and expression and that the work of any others included 
in the submission must be accurately and entirely acknowledged.  3. Cite the work of 
others, even when paraphrased. 

4. Respect the concept of intellectual property, whether creative or expressive, when 
working with publications, music, video or any other sources of others’ work.  5. 
Conduct within a testing environment must be appropriate to ensure that both the fact 
and appearance of academic honesty is maintained at all times. 

6. Seek clarity from teachers in the event of any confusion regarding academic honesty 
guidelines. 

Scholars must avoid the following practices: 

1. Plagiarizing the works of others.   

2. Assisting others in plagiarizing, including the copying of one’s own work by another 
(collusion).   

3. Presenting work completed for one course or teacher as the basis for an assignment 
for another course or teacher (duplication).   

4. Any other behavior that provides an unfair advantage to a scholar, including 
inappropriate behavior in a testing environment, falsifying records, or disadvantaging 
another scholar. 

IB Registration Fees 

IB registration fees are not included in the OIAIS school fees. Parents are responsible for 
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all exam fees. An invoice for the IB examination fees will be sent home by October of 
grade 12. Fees for the full diploma total approximately $820 . 

Fees for certificate scholars are approximately $160 plus $110  for each additional 
subject.  These fees are only approximations as the schedule of fees may change from 
year to year. 

Scholars will bear the courier cost for any assignments that are late, as well as the extra 
cost for late registration or changes in the registration. 

The IB Diploma Program and University Entrance 

“The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program is a challenging two-year 
curriculum, primarily aimed at scholars aged 16 to 19. It leads to a qualification that is 
widely recognized by the world’s leading universities.” (www.ibo.org 15th March 2009) 

The DP Program is excellent preparation for any scholar with an intention of going to 
university or college after they have completed the two year course. The IB Diploma is 
increasingly recognized by many countries alongside their own national qualifications as 
sufficient for entrance to an institution. In some countries, other academic entrance 
tests are also necessary. 

In these situations however, the IB Diploma may add considerable weight to a scholar’s 
application and in some countries can qualify scholars for extra credit before they begin 
university or further financial assistance and scholarships. 

Mr. Pratt, the secondary principal and guidance counselor, can answer questions about 
university admissions and provides guidance to our high school scholars as they prepare 
and apply to universities around the world 

You can also find out more by viewing the IB website dedicated to university 
recognition. This site is regularly updated and explains the place of the IB Diploma in the 
application process. Each year there can be developments in how individual countries 
officially recognize the IB Diploma alongside their own national educational 
qualifications. There are also usually links to the relevant home pages of the university. 
This could be especially valuable for finding out about how many universities will award 
extra credit for performance in certain subjects in the IB Diploma. If you try to find out 
about any country in the world and how it is linked to the IB their general policy towards 
university recognition should be listed. 

This is the website link: http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/ International 
Baccalaureate Information 

The IB General Regulations: Diploma Program for scholars and their guardians, which is 
given to the families of IB scholars, provides detailed information on certain 
components of the program. 
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The IB website (www.ibo.org) provides more information about the program.  Kari 
Hurley, the IB coordinator, can be contacted for any questions about the IBDiploma 
Program at khurley@topamail.com 

The IB Learner Profile 

The IB learner profile is the IB mission statement translated into a set of learning 

outcomes for the 21stcentury. The learner profile prepares scholars for life at university 
and provides a long-term vision of education. Informed by the IB mission to develop 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners, the IB program fosters a distinctive set of 
attributes. These qualities- embodied in the IB learner profile prepare IB scholars to do 
exceptionally well at universities around the world. 

We hope that scholars who participate in the IB program develop to become: 

Inquirers - Who acquire the skills necessary to conduct purposeful, constructive 
research.  

Thinkers: Who exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 
make 

sound decisions and to solve complex problems. 

Communicators: Who receive and express ideas and information confidently in more 
than one language, including the language of mathematical symbols. 

Risk-takers: Who approach unfamiliar situations without anxiety, have confidence and 
independence, are courageous and articulate in defending things in which they believe. 

Knowledgeable: Who have spent time in school exploring themes with global relevance 
and importance, and have acquired a critical mass of significant knowledge. 

Principled: Who have a sound grasp of the principles of moral reasoning, integrity, 
honesty and a sense of fairness and justice. 

Caring: Who show sensitivity towards the needs and feelings of others and have a 
personal commitment to action and service. 

Open-minded: Who respect the views, values and traditions of other individuals and 
cultures and who are accustomed to seeking and considering a range of points of view. 

Well-balanced: Who understand the importance of physical and mental balance and 
personal well-being. 

Reflective: Who give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and who analyze 
their personal strengths and weaknesses in a constructive manner. 
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