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Advent One: God’s Story - Genesis to Revelation...
Advent Two: Two Perspectives: Power & Purpose of Gospel
Advent 3: Gospel Power - God, Sin, Jesus faith
Advent 4: Gospel Purpose:

 Creation –> Fall –> Redemption –> Restoration

Paul’s SO WHAT? 2 Cor 3:1-4:15
C Our lives are God's letter to the world 3:2

C The power of our lives is not us, but the Spirit within us 3:6
C beware of legalism - law holiness instead of holiness of Christ
C we can live authentically because of Christ 3:15
C As we behold the Gospel we are transformed 3:18; 1 Pet 4:1-2

‘How would Christ do this? Because Christ has set me free, what do
I now get to do for Him?’

C Remember the power & the purpose of the Gospel 4:1
C we don't have to fake holiness 4:2
C many will misunderstand, but don't let that sway you 4:3
C Remember the power of the Gospel is Jesus, not us 4:5
C the true Gospel acknowledges my brokenness 4:7
C the true Gospel points to God's glory & grace in fallenness 4:11
C Will you allow the life of Jesus to be manifested in your flesh?

4:12
C The result: God's grace extends to more & more people 4:15

Four Questions to regularly ask yourself:
1. Who is God?
2. What has God done (which reveals who God is)?
3. Who am I in light of God’s work (Word)?
4. How should I then live in light of who I am?

C So what keeps you (us) from living intentionally for Jesus each day?
C How can your Gospel Community (church) do to help you remember

the surpassing power that is in you because of God? 

A Paraphrase of Paul’s Writing: taken from “The Mesage”
2 Co 3:1–4:15  — 2 You yourselves are all the endorsement we need. Your
very lives are a letter that anyone can read by just looking at you. 3 Christ
himself wrote it—not with ink, but with God’s living Spirit; not chiseled into
stone, but carved into human lives—and we publish it...    that you, written by
Christ himself for God...  Only God can write such a letter. 
6... The plan wasn’t written out with ink on paper, with pages and pages of
legal footnotes, killing your spirit. It’s written with Spirit on spirit, his life on
our lives! 
8 How much more dazzling, then, the Government of Living Spirit? 
13 Unlike Moses, we have nothing to hide. Everything is out in the open with
us. He wore a veil so the children of Israel wouldn’t notice that the glory was
fading away—14 and they didn’t notice. 15 ...  Only Christ can get rid of the
veil so they can see for themselves that there’s nothing there. 16 Whenever,
though, they turn to face God as Moses did, God removes the veil and there
they are—face-to-face! 17 They suddenly recognize that God is a living,
personal presence, not a piece of chiseled stone. And when God is personally
present, a living Spirit, that old, constricting legislation is recognized as
obsolete. We’re free of it! 18 All of us! Nothing between us and God, our faces
shining with the brightness of his face. And so we are transfigured much like
the Messiah, our lives gradually becoming brighter and more beautiful as God
enters our lives and we become like him. 
1 Since God has so generously let us in on what he is doing, we’re not about
to throw up our hands and walk off the job just because we run into
occasional hard times. 2 We refuse to wear masks and play games. We don’t
maneuver and manipulate behind the scenes. And we don’t twist God’s Word
to suit ourselves. Rather, we keep everything we do and say out in the open,
the whole truth on display, so that those who want to can see and judge for
themselves in the presence of God. 3 If our Message is obscure to anyone, it’s
not because we’re holding back in any way. No, it’s because these other
people are looking or going the wrong way and refuse to give it serious
attention. 4 All they have eyes for is the fashionable god of darkness. They
think he can give them what they want, and that they won’t have to bother
believing a Truth they can’t see. They’re stone-blind to the dayspring
brightness of the Message that shines with Christ, who gives us the best
picture of God we’ll ever get. 5 Remember, our Message is not about
ourselves; we’re proclaiming Jesus Christ, the Master. All we are is
messengers, errand runners from Jesus for you. 6 It started when God said,
“Light up the darkness!” and our lives filled up with light as we saw and
understood God in the face of Christ, all bright and beautiful. 7 If you only
look at us, you might well miss the brightness. We carry this precious Message
around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives. That’s to prevent
anyone from confusing God’s incomparable power with us. 8 As it is, there’s
not much chance of that. You know for yourselves that we’re not much to look
at. We’ve been surrounded and battered by troubles, but we’re not
demoralized; we’re not sure what to do, 9 but we know that God knows what
to do; we’ve been spiritually terrorized, but God hasn’t left our side; we’ve
been thrown down, but we haven’t broken. 10 What they did to Jesus, they do
to us—trial and torture, mockery and murder; what Jesus did among them, he
does in us—he lives! 11 Our lives are at constant risk for Jesus’ sake, which
makes Jesus’ life all the more evident in us. 12 While we’re going through the
worst, you’re getting in on the best! 13 We’re not keeping this quiet, not on
your life. Just like the psalmist who wrote, “I believed it, so I said it,” we say
what we believe. 14 And what we believe is that the One who raised up the
Master Jesus will just as certainly raise us up with you, alive. 15 Every detail
works to your advantage and to God’s glory: more and more grace, more and
more people, more and more praise!


