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Controversy & conflict is inevitable in this fallen world. Titus 1:1-2; 1:9; 1:13-14; 2:1; 2:15
Jesus - heart of the Gospel: John 14:6 the way, truth & the life  Exclusive claim!

Premise 1: The Church is to maintain the truth of the Gospel

A. We must affirm that there is such a thing as knowable, absolute truth.
Are there many ways to God? All just as good?
Why does the Bible make SO MUCH of Jesus becoming flesh by being born
of a virgin, suffering on this earth, then being crucified, buried and raised
again on the 3" day if there are multiple ways to God? Jn 14:6; 17:3,17

B. Truth Matters
Many like to deny that truth exists.
Consider: 2 pills - one poison, one cure — does truth matter?
Jesus: either Lord, liar, or lunatic- truth matters! Act 4:12; In 3:36
Emphasis on truth in Titus 1:1-2; 1:9; 1:13-14; 2:1; 2:15

C. Truth must be obeyed; not just known
Knowing truth is useless — James 2:19
Discussing religious truth is of little value - Titus 3:9
What matters is Christ and who He is and what He is to you!

Premise 2: Church Leaders are given by God to protect His Church and deal
with divisive people.
A. Stirring up division is a sin issue.

« foolish discussions - things that have nothing to do with the power of the
Gospel and how to obediently take it to others

» genealogies - perhaps gaining status because | came from the tribe of... or
Gnostic ideas — if you just know this truth...

e quarrels about the law - if you do this God will be MORE please with you.
The law is to show us what holiness looks like.

B. Certain issues are worth contending over and even separating
Focus on self or on the glory of Christ? Mt 22:37-40; 1 Cor 10:31
Fundamentals of the faith:
1) The Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ (john 1:1; John 20:28; Hebrews 1:8-9)2)
2) The Virgin Birth (isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:27)
3) The Blood Atonement (Acts 20:28; Romans 3:25, 5:9; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:12-14).
4) The Bodily Resurrection (Luke 24:36-46; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 15:14-15).

5) The inerrancy of the scriptures themselves (Psaims 12:6-7; Romans 15:4; 2
Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20).

C. Divisive sin must be confronted as an act of love for the glory of the Body
Titus 3:10— keep focus of Church on Glorifying Jesus & Gospel

»  Whyis it essential to maintain that spiritual truth is both absolute and knowable?

» Ifyou claim that spiritual truth is absolute and knowable, critics will accuse you of being
arrogant and intolerant. How would you respond to such charges?

»  How can we know which issues are worth defending and, if necessary, dividing over versus
matters where we should be patient and tolerant with those who differ?

»  Why do so few churches practice church discipline? How can we practice it without
becoming sinfully judgmental and unloving?

e Review and Discuss this
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