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Colossians 3:12-13 Pastor Mark W. Turner

 Truth: To win the battle against sin and live victoriously

 You must live in light of your new identity of Christ! 2 Tim 1:9

Paul’s Instruction: Put on then...

• Special terms used for God’s chosen Israel
Deut 7:7-8; 4:20; 14:21; 26:19; Ex 19:6; Isa 62:12

• God’s Chosen Ones - elect
• Chosen before the foundation of the World Eph 1:4; Jesus: Jn 6:37; Jn 17:22-24

• Holy and Beloved - elect, set-apart Hab 1:13  
• We are called to be holy Dt 7:6-7, set-apart, separated from the world
• We are beloved – loved by God: Dt 7:8-10
• Covenant language – think of husband & wife how they forsake others for each other

Believers called to put on “the Christian Wardrobe”

• Garments of Grace
• We should not make excuses for not putting them on - “just not me”, “I’m...”

• Jesus was compassionate & kind Mt 9:35; 14:14
• Jesus was humble & gentle Mt 11:29
• Jesus was patient, forbearing & foriving 1 Pet 2:23 Lk 23:34

• Compassionate Hearts    tender mercies; bowels of mercies
• Samaritan showed compassion - Lk 10:30-33
• Father of prodigal showed compassion - Lk 15:20
• Jesus felt compassion to widow of Nain - Lk 7:12-15
• Jesus felt compassion towards multitudes - Mt 9:35-38
• Jesus felt compassion even when exhausted - Mt 14:14-16
• Learn to get God’s Agenda in your life to generate compassion
• Struggle with compassion? Get to know other’s story.

• Kindness   a state of being that includes loving, affection, sympathy,
friendliness, patience, pleasantness, gentleness & goodness.

• Most occurrences of Kindness in NT refer to God!  Rom 2:4; Eph 2:7; Tit 3:4-8

• God is even kind to the ungrateful: Lk 6:35
• Believers are told to put it on: Gal 5:22; Col 3:12

L = learners who are being renewed in knowledge after
the image of its Creator Col 3:10

We are ALL to be bringing others to maturity in Christ! As we are
servants (ministers) that will happen as we use the 4 P’s:

Proclamation of the Word
Prayerful dependence upon Holy Spirit
People as God’s fellow Workers
Perseverance, step by step

Discuss & Apply:
C How does the idea that you are “God’s chosen one, holy and beloved”

impact you?   Does it affect your moment-by-moment living? Why or why
not?  What does being chosen mean for your daily life?

C Read Hab 1:13.  How does that aspect of holiness affect your attitude
towards daily living?  What things should make us
uncomfortable/comfortable?

C God uses covenant language to describe His relationship with us. Read
Deut 7:6-10. What are some thoughts that come to mind as you hear this
covenant language?  

C Pastor used the illustration of a husband and wife with covenant love. Each
spouse should “set themselves apart” from others in a special way. Apply
that to living and describe how we should seek holiness and live out
holiness in our day-to-day lives. 

C Look up how Jesus is described under Garments of Grace. How does
studying the Gospels help us live in holiness?

C Study ‘Compassionate hearts’ verses. Are any of the uses passive or do
they always imply action?  What does that mean for you?

C How does the fact that kindness is used more of God’s kindness towards us
affect you?  How about with ‘difficult people’?  

C Apply the “Christian Wardrobe” to our drawing:

 


